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CHAPTER    I. 

OPENINO  OF  THE  SEVENTEENTH  CENTURY. 

1601-1620. 

Chabacteb  of  Viceroy  Monterey— Vizcaino's  Exploration — Attempted 
Intercourse  with  Japan — Montesclaros'  Firm  Rule — Velasco 
Again  Made  Viceroy — Mexico  under  Water — ^The  Drainage  Work 

OF  HUEHUETOCA  IS  BeOUN — ^A  GrEAT  ENGINEERING  FeAT,  YET  IN- 
EFFICIENT— Negro   Revolt — Progress   of   Settlement   in    Nueva 

ViZCAYA,  SiNALOA,  AND  SONORA — A  NeW  PoLICY  FOR  CONQUEST — UP- 
RISING OF  THE  ACAX^ES  AND  XlXIMES — ThE  TePEHUANE  WaR— PRO- 
TECTIVE Measures  for  Indians— Archbishop  Guerra*s  Brief  Rule 
A3  Viceroy — Pompous  Funeral  Ceremonies — The  Timid  Audiencl\ 
AND  THE  Pigs— Spilberobn  at  Acapulco— Increase  of  Corruption 
UNDER  Viceroy  GuadalcIzab. 

We  have  learned  something  of  the  count  'of  Mon- 
terey, of  his  character  and  abilities  as  a  governor  and 
representative  of  royalty;  we  have  noted  his  policy 
with  regard  to  the  Indians  and  other  affairs,  and  have 
seen  how  his  name  has  been  retained  for  the  capitals 
of  two  provinces,  namely,  those  of  Nuevo  Leon  and 
of  California,  to  both  of  which  countries  he  de- 
spatched expeditions. 

Little  remains  to  be  said  in  taking  leave  of  him. 
We  have  found  him  on  the  whole  a  well-meaning 
man,  and  rather  inclined  to  caution.  He  was  deeply 
enough  impressed  with  the  duties  of  a  ruler,  and 
quite  ready  to  carry  out  reforms.  He  fell  into  few 
serious  errors,  and  these  he  was  prepared  to  acknowl- 
edge and  remedy  so  that  even  the  Indians,  the 
YoL.  m.  1 
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main  sufferers  by  reason  of  his  mistakes,  recognized 
the  benevolence  of  his  motives.  Certain  measures 
toward  the  last,  and  the  attendant  vacillations,  seemed 
to  indicate  less  of  that  soundness  of  judgment  and 
firmness  which  were  at  first  ascribed  to  him.  This 
verdict  is  sustained  by  his  leniency  toward  those  who 
by  their  corrupt  dealings  contributed  to  his  failures. 
The  absence  of  severity,  and  the  neglect  to  enforce 
other  needed  reforms,  may  have  been  dictated  by  a 
prudential  regard  for  powerful  Spaniards,  who  had 
shown  themselves  so  readv  to  retaliate  in  maligfnant 
letters  to  the  home  government  whenever  their  inter- 
ests were  assailed.  Nevertheless,  the  reports  on  the 
whole  must  have  been  rather  favorable,  for,  the  vice- 
royalty  of  Peru  becoming  vacant  soon  after  the  turn 
of  the  century,  Monterey  was  advanced  to  this  more 
lucrative  place.^  His  departure  was  generally  regret- 
ted, and  the  Indians  filled  the  air  with  lamentation. 
One  reason  for  his  popularity  lay  in  a  showy  open- 
handedness  which  spared  not  even  the  royal  coffers,  as 
we  have  seen.  He  did  not  long  survive  the  change, 
for  he  died  in  Peru  in  March,  1606.^ 

Of  the  foundation  of  the  capital  of  Nuevo  Leon  I 
have  already  spoken.  California's  capital  was  not 
established  till  nearly  two  centuries  later,  when  it 
assumed  the  name  of  the  bay  discovered  by  Sebastian 
Vizcaino.  This  navigator,  to  whom  the  north-west 
latitudes  were  already  somewhat  familiar,  had  been 
despatched  from  Acapulco  in  May  1602,  with  three 
vessels  carrying  nearly  two  hundred  men,  having  in- 
structions to  examine  the  coast  of  California  for  a 
suitable  port  wherein  vessels   from   the  Philippines 

^  Felipe  III.  fixed  the  salary  at  30,000  ducats,  due  from  the  date  of  setting 
out  for  Peru.  Montemayor^  SvmarioSt  158.  That  of  the  Mexican  viceroy  was 
20,000,  with  a  smaller  guard  of  honor  than  was  granted  to  the  Peruvian.  Mon- 
terey received  8,000  ducats  to  aid  him  in  entering  his  new  office,  and  10,000 
he  borrowed.  Ca//c,  Mem.  y  Not,^  55. 

^  After  a  rule  of  a  little  over  two  years.  Vetancvrt,  Trot,  Mex,^  12;  3/o- 
reriy  Oran.  £Hc.,  viii.  152.  He  was  af^ble  but  slow  to  determine.  *Sino  s© 
huviera  metido  en  estas  Congregaciones. .  .avia  side  de  los  mejores,  y  mas 
acertados  Govemadores.  *  Torquemada,  i.  720-7. 
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might  find  shelter.  He  was  also  to  explore  gener- 
ally and  seek  for  the  flitting  strait  of  Anian,  in  which 
interest  had  been  roused  anew  by  mariners'  tales. 
While  the  results  of  this  expedition  add  little  to  the 
knowledge  gained  by  Cabrillo,  sixty  years  before,  yet 
the  records  of  Vizcaino's  discoveries  furnished  for 
more  than  a  century  and  a  half  the  sole  guide  to  the 
north-west.  They  name  a  number  of  points,  islands, 
and  inlets,  including  the  bay  of  Monterey,  and  leave 
the  impression  that  in  latitude  42°,  the  extreme  point 
reached,  a  great  river  had  been  discovered  which  stu- 
dents found  little  trouble  to  identify  with  Anian  Strait.* 
Vizcaino  sought  in  vain  to  promote  a  further  ex- 
ploration of  this  region,  for  the  interest  therein  had 
subsided,  but  an  opportunity  presented  itself  in  a 
diflTerent  direction.  Franciscans  had  reached  Japan, 
and  had  succeeded  after  many  tribulations  in  prevail- 
ing on  the  emperor  to  admit  more  missionaries  and  to 
send  envoys  to  Spain  in  order  to  establish  intercourse 
with  the  Spanish  people.*  They  arrived  at  Mexico 
during  the  rule  of  the  marques  de  Salinas,  and  brought 
news  also  of  some  islands  rich  in  gold  and  silver,  which 
a  drifting  Portuguese  vessel  was  said  to  have  found  in 
Japan  waters.  Whether  this  report  proved  the  main 
incentive  or  not,  the  viceroy  determined  to  respond  to 
the  advances  made,  and  in  1611  Vizcaino  was  sent  as 
embassador*  with  instructions  to  establish  commercial 
relations  between  the  two  countries,  and  to  spend  a 
winter  in  Japan  examining  the  coast  and  harbors,  and 
gaining  information  about  the  rich  isles,  which  were 
then  to  be  sought  for.  He  was  accompanied  by  six 
barefooted  Franciscans,  three  being  lay  brothers,  and 

•  For  a  detailed  account  of  the  voyage  see  Hist,  Cat.^  ii.  97  et  seq.,  and  Hist, 
North  Mex.  States,  i.  153  et  sea. 

*The  embassy  was  headed  oy  Friar  Alonso  Mui!oz,  and  api)ear8  to  have 
reached  New  Spain  in  1610,  accompanied  by  a  number  of  Japanese.  Vizcaino^ 
i?W.,  in  PachecoKnd  Cdrdenas,  Cot.  Doc.^  viii.  114. 

*  In  the  narrative  of  this  voyage  Vizcaino  is  termed  the  son  of  the  viceroy, 
Velasco  the  younger.  Perhaps  he  was  a  hijo  politico,  son-in-law;  he  certainly 
mast  have  had  high  connections  as  he  was  *  encomendero  de  los  pneblos  do 
la  provincia  de  Avalos.*  Id.,  102.  Bumey  wrongly  states  that  Vizcaino  died 
in  IGOe.  Hist.  Discov.  South  Sea,  ii  250. 
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the  native  members  of  the  embassy  from  Japan,*  and 
set  sail  from  Acapulco  on  March  22d  with  one  vessel, 
the  San  Francisco. 

He  arrived  in  Japan  three  months  later,  and  was 
favorably  received,  whereupon  he  proceeded  to  ex- 
amine the  coast  and  in  the  following  year  to  seek  for 
the  rich  isles,  though  in  vain.  Meanwhile  jealous 
Hollanders  obtained  the  imperial  ear  and  denounced 
the  Spaniards  as  seeking  to  add  Japan  to  their  ex- 
tensive conquests.  The  result  was  that  Vizcaino's 
embassy  failed  at  the  chief  court.  He  prevailed, 
however,  upon  another  ruler,  called  Mazamune,  to 
assist  him  in  fitting  out  a  new  vessel,  to  replace  the 
damaged  San  Francisco,  and  to  send  therein  an  em- 
bassy to  New  Spain.  With  this  he  reached  Zacatula 
in  January  1614.  During  the  following  years  other 
efforts  were  made  to  establish  intercourse,  and  to 
obtain  better  treatment  for  the  persecuted  mission- 
aries, but  without  avail.'' 

While  explorations  in  northern  latitudes  proved 
failures,  or  little  short  of  them,  expeditions  from  Peru 
had  opened  a  new  field  for  enterprise  in  the  southern 
Pacific,  under  Mendana  in  1595,  and  more  successfully 
under  Pedro  Fernandez  Quir6s,  the  companion  of 
Mendana,  who  in  1605-6  made  important  discoveries 
in  the  Australasian  groups,  and  concluded  his  voyage 
in  New  Spain.® 

*  Their  leader  was  evidently  a  convert,  to  mdgo  from  his  name,  Francisco 
de  Velasco,  baptized  at  Mexico  probably.  They  numbered  23  and  the  crew 
50  or  more.  The  names  of  friars  and  officers  may  be  found  in  Vhccuno,  Rel.^ 
102. 

^  Vizcaino^B  failure  is  also  attributed  to  the  indiscreet  zeal  of  a  friar.  Id.^ 
198,  etc.  This  appears  to  have  been  Luis  Sotclo  who  proceeded  with  a 
Japanese  convert  to  Rome  and  Madrid  and  obtained  more  missionaries,  two 
of  whom,  Bartolorad  de  Burguillos  and  Diego  de  Santa  Catarina,  were  ap- 
pointed envoys  by  Felipe  UL,  and  reached  Japan  in  1616.  The  feeling 
against  Spaniards  had  meanwhile  grown  stronger  and  the  friars  were  forced 
to  depart  without  executing  their  commission.  Japanese  from  a  more  friendly 
court  accompanied  them,  and  were  favorably  received  at  Mexico  in  1617,  but 
do  not  appear  to  have  accomplished  anything.  Medina^  Chron,  8.  DitgOy  148- 
50.  Cavo  mentions  an  embassy  in  1615  from  Idates,  probably  Identical  with 
one  of  the  above.  Tree  Si(jlo,%  i.  261,  254,  257-8.  The  rich  isles  long  continued 
to  be  an  object  of  search  to  Philippine  navigators  and  others. 

®  Whence  he  proceeded  to  Madrid  with  his  report.  Id.,  i.  244.  The  voy- 
age is  fully  related  in  Buinieye  Il'wt.  Discov.  South  Sea,  iL  273-317. 
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The  successor  of  Viceroy  Monterey,  Juan  Manuel 
Hurtado  de  Mendoza  y  Luna,  marquds  de  Montes- 
claros,^  arrived  in  .September  1603,  accompanied  by 
his  wife  Ana  de  Mendoza,  and  was  met  at  Otumba  by 
the  conde  de  Monterey,  who  had  there  prepared  the 
most  magnificent  reception,  attended  by  people  from 
far  and  near.  The  festivities  lasted  eight  days,  and 
are  said  to  have  cost  Monterey  a  whole  year's  salary.^^ 

If  this  reception  was  intended  to  propitiate  Montes- 
claros,  it  probably  failed,  for  on  reaching  Mexico  and 
proclaiming  the  residencia  of  his  predecessor  according 
to  instructions,  he  appears  to  have  made  no  attempt 
to  shield  him.  Monterey  was  condemned  to  pay  the 
two  hundred  thousand  pesos  wantonly  spent  in  the 
unfortunate  attempt  to  gather  the  scattered  Indians 
into  settlements.  Although  the  sentence  was  set  aside 
by  the  king,  the  count  felt  it  deeply  as  a  reproach  on 
his  administration.  Montesclaros  showed  himself  pos- 
sessed of  an  indomitable  will  and  an  ability  which 
under  more  trying  circumstances  might  have  been  of 
great  value  to  his  sovereign.  As  it  was,  nothing 
rose  to  disturb  tranquillity,  save  the  complaints  of 
descendants  of  the  conquerors,  whose  clamor  ^^  for 
office  he  chose  to  disregard  in  favor  of  really  merito- 
rious applicants.  His  policy  met  with  approval,  and, 
the  viceroyalty  of  Peru  becoming  vacant  in  1606,  he 
was  promoted  to  it." 

A  successor  had  not  as  yet  been  selected,  but  soon 

'Knight  of  Santiago  and  centlcmian  of  the  bed-chamber.  He  appears  to 
have  been  bom  at  Seville,  the  posthumous  son  of  the  second  marquis,  and 
held  the  coveted  ofBce  of  asistente  in  that  city.  Pacheco  and  Cdrdenan,  Col. 
Doc.,  vt  272;  Moreri,  Oran,  Die.,  vii.  362.  Portrait  and  autograph  in  Bivera, 
Gob.  Mex.,  i.  80. 

^^  Torquemada,  L  727.  They  entered  Mexico  October  27th.  Vetancvrty 
Trot.  Mex.,  12. 

"  Forty  of  them  became  quite  turbulent,  and  the  marquis,  already  on  the 
way  to  Peru,  was  with  diflBculty  restrained  from  turning  back  to  inflict  chas- 
tisement. Their  complaints  a^inst  him  resulted  merely  in  a  decree  favoring 
his  policy,  Cavo,  Tres  Sighs,  ii.  246.  His  views  on  these  points  are  given  in 
AdvfrtimieTiU)9de  Mantes  Claros,  in  Instniccumes  de  Virreyes,  MS.,  i.  254. 

"  He  was  permitted  to  govern  till  his  departure,  and  as  a  mark  of  distinc- 
tion an  oidor  accompanied  him  to  Acapulco.  Torquemada,  i.  737.  He  died 
October  9,  1628.  Moreri,  vii.  302. 
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after  came  the  appointment,  for  the  second  time,  of 
Luis  de  Velasco,  whose  previous  rule  had  endeared 
him  both  to  king  and  people.  Weighted  by  years,  he 
had  shortly  before  retired  from  the  government  of 
Peru  to  spend  the  remainder  of  his  life  on  his  enco- 
mienda  of  Atzcapotzalco,  near  Mexico.  Duty  com- 
pelled him,  perhaps  not  unwillingly,  to  forego  retire- 
ment, and  on  July  2,  1607,  he  made  his  entry  into 
the  capital,  after  meditating  for  a  week  in  the  Fran- 
ciscan convent  of  Tlatelulco  over  the  suggestions  im- 
parted by  his  predecessor.  This  appointment  was 
assumed  by  many  to  have  been  heralded  by  a  beautiful 
comet  which  in  the  previous  month  appeared  to  hover 
above  Atzcapotzalco.  Besides  the  viceroy's  inaugura- 
tion, the  year  was  made  memorable  by  the  ceremony 
of  swearing  allegiance  to  the  prince  of  Asturias,  the 
later  Felipe  IV.,  on  a  scale  of  grandeur  surpassing 
any  previous  display  of  the  kind. 

Velasco's  path  was  smoothed  in  several  respects 
by  the  licentiate  Landeras  de  Velasco,  late  oidor  of 
Seville,  who  came  as  visitador,  and  proceeded  with 
great  strictness  to  investigate  charges  against  the 
audiencia  and  departments  in  connection  with  it.  At 
the  entrance  to  his  house  a  box  was  placed  for  those 
who  wished  to  make  secret  complaints  and  memorials. 
The  result  was  that  Oidor  Marcos  Guerrero  and  Doc- 
tor Azoca,  alcalde  of  the  court,  were  suspended  and 
subse(juently  sent  to  Spain.  The  visitador's  strict- 
ness evoked  hostility  in  several  quarters,  but  this 
served  merely  to  render  him  more  imperious.  A  ser- 
mon by  Martin  Palaez,  rector  of  the  Jesuit  college  at 
!Mexico,  appearing  to  reflect  on  his  course,  he  caused 
his  arrest  and  sent  him  off  toward  Vera  Cruz  in  charge 
of  two  negroes.  Although  his  departure  was  sus- 
pended, indignities  were  continued  till  the  royal  cddula 
came  with  excuses  for  the  hasty  action  of  Landeras.^* 
This  may  have  been  one  cause  for  the  recall  of  the 

"  Alegre,  Hist,  Comp,  Jesus,  i  442-4,  places  this  occurrence  in  the  early 
part  of  1007. 
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visitador,  in  1609,  to  the  relief  of  the  oflBcials,  who 
had  sought  to  hasten  his  removal  by  charges  of  bri- 
bery and  other  misconduct.  Torquemada  condemns 
his  opponents,  and  lauds  him  highly  as  a  man  of  un- 
impeachable rectitude,  a  friend  of  the  Indians,  and 
one  who  returned  poorer  than  he  came.^* 

In  the  first  year  of  Velasco's  rule  was  begun  the 
famous  drainage  work  of  Huehuetoca,  already  pro- 
jected by  Enriquez,  whereby  Mexico  hoped  to  obtain 
relief  from  the  inundations  which  had  caused  such 
oft-repeated  misery.  The  rains  in  the  autumn  of 
1604  had  been  so  heavy  as  to  inflict  great  damage,  and 
leave  some  parts  of  the  city  under  water  for  a  year. 
In  the  midst  of  this  suffering  a  Franciscan  spread 
terror  among  the  people  by  preaching  in  the  public 
square  against  the  prevailing  wickedness,  and  declaring 
that  the  city  deserved  to  be  destroyed.  Quite  a  panic 
fell  on  all  classes,  and  the  churches  were  crowded  all 
night  by  penitents.  No  cataclysm  followed;  but  three 
days  later  an  earthquake  was  felt,  which  frightened 
several  persons  to  death.^^ 

So  discouraged  were  the  people  that  they  seriously 
considered  the  expediency  of  removing  the  capital  to 
the  hills  of  Tacubaya;^®  but  property-owners,  who  had 
over  twenty  millions  of  pesos  at  stake,  succeeded  in 
preventing  the  movement.  Montesclaros,  then  rul- 
ing, favored  the  drainage  undertaking,  but  so  many 
objections  were  raised  that  he  turned  his  attention 
wholly  to  repairing  the  dike  of  San  Ldzaro  and  the 
causeways  of  San  Antonio  and  Chapultepec,  while  he 
finished  that  of  San  Crist6bal,  in  addition  to  construct- 
ing the  causeway  of  Guadalupe."    Notwithstanding 

**  Mofnarq,  Ind.^  L  759.  The  papers  of  the  visita  were  taken  by  the  presi- 
dent of  Guadalajara  audiencia,  Juan  Villela. 

^  The  startling  sermon  was  delivered  on  the  eve  of  Santo  Tomds,  during 
a  heavy  rain,  by  Friar  Solano,  guardian  of  the  Recollects.  Id.,  728. 

'*iloyal  permission  appears  to  have  been  granted  to  this  effect.  For  other 
reasons  see  Icazbalceta,  Uol.  Doc,,  i.  506-7;  Pacheco  and  Cardenas,  CoL  Doc, 
xiiL76-8. 

*^  The  latter  occupying  nearly  2,000  Indians  for  five  months.  Torquemada^ 
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all  these  measures  the  city  was  again  submerged  in 
1607,  and  in  a  council  held  by  Velasco  drainage  was 
agreed  upon  as  indispensable. 

The  valley  of  Mexico  lies,  as  is  well  known,  more 
than  seven  thousand  feet  above  the  sea-level,  in  a  vast 
basin  enclosed  by  porphyritic  ranges,  from  whose  slopes 
a  number  of  rivers  unite  to  form  four  groups  of  lakes, 
the  Chalco-Xochimiloo,  Tezcuco,  Crist6bal,  and  Zum- 
pango.  The  first  was  a  fresh-water  body,  lying  two 
varas  higher  than  the  salt  Tezcuco,  above  whose  level 
the  last  two  also  rose  to  the  north  in  their  terrace 
beds  four  and  ten  varas  respectively.  Zumpango  re- 
ceived the  two  largest  streams,  notably  the  Quauhti- 
tlan,  which  contributed  a  larger  volume  than  that  of 
all  the  other  valley  rivers  combined.  During  the  rainy 
season  the  excess  of  water  overflowed  into  the  Cris- 
tobal lake,  which  again  discharged  into  the  Tezcuco, 
causing  its  waters  to  rise  considerably.  At  certain 
periods,  once  in  twenty-five  years  on  an  average,  this 
overflow  proved  destructive,  especially  to  the  capital, 
whose  main  square  lay  barely  four  feet  above  the  lake. 
Taught  by  experience,  the  Aztecs  had  sought  to  stem 
the  waters  with  dikes,  not  only  round  the  city  but 
on  the  northern  lakes.  Both  of  these  were,  besides, 
divided  into  two  sections  by  transverse  causeways. 
Although  strengthened  and  extended  under  Spanish 
rule  the  barriers  proved  ineffective,  as  we  have  seen, 
and  drainage  was  at  last  declared  to  be  the  only  means. 

One  natural  outlet  from  the  valley  existed  in  the 
small  stream  of  Tequisquiac,but  measurements  showed 
that  the  cost  of  making  it  available  for  drainage  would 
be  too  great,  and  that  the  only  practicable  point  for 
an  outlet  was  near  the  village  of  Huehuetoca,  as 
demonstrated  already  in  1580  by  Licenciado  Obregon 

I.  728-9.  Among  the  works  attributed  to  him  is  the  presa  de  Oculma.  Inund, 
de  i/ex.,  MS.,  330.  Cepedn^  liel. ,  10,  is  less  exact;  and  so  is  Humboldt,  EnsaiPol^ 
i.  209.  On  the  Mexicalzinco  branch  of  the  southern  causeway  two  flood-gates 
were  added.  NcTcrtheless  this  construction  proved  prejudicial  to  Xochiinilco 
and  adjoining  towns.  He  also  began  a  new  aqueduct.  Cavo,  Trts  SvjloSf  i. 
243-4,  264-5;  BeUrami,  Mexique,  ii.  C2-3. 
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and  Arciniega.  By  means  of  a  tunnel  between  the 
mount  Sincoe  and  Noehistongo  hill  the  ever  threat- 
ening waters  from  most  elevated  northern  lakes  of 
Zumpango  could  be  carried  through  the  Tula  tribu- 
tary of  Rio  Pdnuco  to  the  gulf  of  Mexico.  This 
being  decided  upon,  Enrico  Martinez,  a  Hollander ,^' 
and  the  Jesuit  Juan  Sanchez ^^  submitted  plans  for 
the  work,  one  of  which  embraced  also  a  partial  drain- 
age of  the  middle  lakes,  while  another  proposed 
merely  to  divert  the  waters  of  Rio  Quauhtitlan  from 
the  Citlaltepec  section  of  Zumpango  Lake.  The 
latter  was  adopted  as  the  speedier  and  cheaper,  and 
on  November  28,  1607,  the  viceroy  broke  the  first 
Bod  in  presence  of  a  vast  concourse  of  officials  and 
citizens.  The  work  was  intrusted  to  Martinez,^  who 
displayed  great  energy,  and  set  an  immense  number 
of  Indians  to  the  task,  at  different  points.  The 
expense  was  covered  by  a  tax  of  one  and  a  half  per 
cent  on  the  city  property,  and  a  levy  on  wine.^^ 

A  canal  conducted  the  waters  from  the  Citlaltepec 
section  of  Zampango  Lake,  or  rather  from  its  great 
tributary,  Rio  Quauhtitlan,  to  Huehuetoca,  and  thence 
they  passed  through  a  tunnel  more  than  a  league  in 
length,  and  four  by  five  varas  in  height  and  width,  fol- 

"  Educated  in  Spain,  it  seems.  He  enjoyed  the  title  of  royal  cosmog* 
rapher  and  wrote  Rtpertorio  de  los  Tiempoa  y  Ilistoria  Natural  de  Xueva 
EspaflOy  Mexico,  1606;  ATitonio^  Bib.  Hist,  Kova^  iii.  5G4.  Humboldt  men- 
tions a  treatise  on  trigonometry,  Easai  Pol.,  i.  211,  but  it  is  probably  embraced 
in  the  above. 

''  Alegre  intimates  that  the  plans  are  due  to  him,  and  that  he  at  first  had 
chief  control.  Hist.  Comp.  Jesus j  i.  438-9.  Spanish  writers  of  course  prefer 
to  keep  the  foreigner  in  the  background.  Among  others  connected  with  the 
surveys  and  plans  were  fathers  Mercado  and  Santos  and  Doctor  Villerino. 

**  Sanchez,  the  associate,  soon  quarrelled  and  retired.  Torquemada^  i. 
758.     Cavo  places  the  inaugural  day  on  December  28th.   Tre-i  Sifjlos,  i.  247. 

"The  real  estate,  valued  at  20,267,555  pesos,  yielded  over  304,000 
pesoA.  Cepedftj  Bd.,  14.  Wine  was  taxed  60  pesos  for  every  pipe.  The 
clergy  were  not  exempt.  Torquemada,  i.  758;  Rerop.  de  Ind.y  i.  91-2.  The 
laborers  received  five  reals  for  seven  days,  an  almud  of  maize  every  week, 
and  a  pound  of  meat  daily.  A  hospital  was  erected  for  their  sick.  They 
came  from  different  provinces,  to  the  number  of  471,154,  with  1,004  female* 
cooks.  Cepeda,  Bel.,  18.  He  adds  that  the  actual  money  paid  them  between 
November  1607  and  May  1608  was  73,01 1  pesos.  The  authoritative  writer  of 
Mex.,  Bel.  Estad.,  2,  declares  that  60,000  natives  lost  their  lives  during  the 
work,  whde  Cepeda  and  others  maintain  that  quite  an  insignificant  number 
perished.     They  had  reasons,  however,  for  hiding  disagreeable  facts. 
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lowed  by  a  canal  to  Rio  Tula.^  On  May  15,  1608, 
the  first  canal  was  completed,  and  on  September  17tli 
water  passed  through  the  tunnel  in  presence  of  the 
viceroy,  amidst  the  rejoicings  of  the  colonists  who  had 
reason  to  be  proud  of  an  engineering  feat  so  rare  at 
that  time.  It  was  not  long,  however,  before  the  in- 
efficiency of  the  work  became  apparent,  the  conduit 
being  too  small,  on  too  high  a  level,  and  so  poorly 
vaulted  and  faced  as  frequently  to  choke  with  ite  own 
debris.  The  efforts  to  remedy  the  latter  defect  proved 
of  no  avail,^  and  it  was  even  proposed  to  construct 
another  channel,  for  which,  in  1611,  Alonso  de  Arias 
made  surveys.  Martinez  could  not  well  be  held  to 
answer,  for  he  had  submitted  other  more  thorough 
plans  than  the  cheap  and  speedy  one  adopted.^  Three 
years  later  the  celebrated  Dutch  engineer,  Boot,  re- 
ported in  favor  of  the  ancient  Aztec  dike  system  for 
the  capital,  on  the  ground  that  the  southern  lakes 
were  fully  as  dangerous  as  the  northern.  Martinez 
agreed  to  some  of  his  views,  but  insisted  that  it  was 
above  all  necessary  to  maintain  the  tunnel  outlet.*^ 

*^Cepeda's  figares,  Bd.,  pt.  i.  25,  iii.  21,  are  9,  COO  varaa  for  the  tunnel 
vrhen  first  opened;  afterward  reduced  by  extending  it  into  an  open  cut.  Hum- 
boldt is  not  very  exact  in  giving  the  tunnel  a  length  of  6,600  metres,  a  width 
of  3.5,  and  a  height  of  4.2. 

^  Unbaked  mud  bricks  were  soon  rejected  for  wood  facings,  and  these  for 
masonry,  but  instead  of  an  elliptic  arch  a  mere  vault  was  constructed,  resting 
on  an  insecure  foundation,  so  that  the  walls  were  undermined  and  fell  in. 
The  extent  of  the  different  facings  some  years  later  is  given  in  Cepeda,  Bel., 
iii.  21  et  eeq. 

^*Yct  several  writers  seek  to  blame  him,  and  aasume  that  the  rejected 
plans  had  been  made  by  Sanchez.  The  canal  project  in  1604  was  estimated 
to  require  a  length  of  6  to  9  leagues;  now  the  length  of  a  perfect  drainage  of 
the  thrco  lakes  was  placed  ai  70,000  varas,  with  a  depth  of  40.  Cepeda,  ubi 
Blip.;  Gemelli  Carerij  Giro,  vi.  122.  By  this  time  the  expenditure  for  the 
work  according  to  official  accounts  amounted  to  413,324  pesos  out  of  540,000 
collected.  In  Ilex.,  Rd.  Estcul.,  2,  the  cost  is  placed  at  1,140,000  pesos  up  to 
1023.  fnstruc.  Virreyes,  262.  Gonzalez  Ddvila  makes  it  3,952,464  for  the  first 
few  years,  during  which  128,630  laborers  had  been  employed.  TecUro  Edes., 
i.  2. 

*^  Martinez  prevailed  on  the  authorities  to  let  him  perfect  the  tunnel,  but 
he  failed  to  carry  out  the  agreement,  probably  because  nis  estimate  of  100,000 
pesos  appeared  on  closer  inspection  to  be  too  low.  Boot's  reports,  and  the 
discussion  thereon,  are  given  in  Cepeda,  Bel.,  pt.  ii.  1-17.  BQs  views  were 
Btrcngthencd  by  troubles  from  the  southern  lake  water.  Cavo^  Tres  Sigloa, 
ii.  249.  Boot  appears  to  have  been  retained  as  active  or  consulting  engineer 
from  1613  until  1640,  with  1,200  ducats  pay.  Fonseca,  Hist.  Hacienda,  v. 
358-9. 
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The  value  of  either  plan  was  disputed  till  Viceroy 
Gelves,  in  1623,  caused  the  tunnel  to  be  closed  in 
order  to  test  the  effect  of  the  Quauhtitlan  and 
Pachuca  tributaries  on  Zumpango  Lake  and  conse- 
quently on  the  Tezcuco.  The  rise  proved  consider- 
able, and  in  December  came  unexpected  rains  which 
80  increased  it  that  the  city  was  endangered,  and  the 
Huehuetoca  tunnel  had  again  to  be  opened;^  and 
work  was  renewed  upon  it  in  accordance  with  a  neg- 
lected royal  decree  of  1516,  although  not  without 
much  discussion  and  numerous  reports.^ 

In  1609  occurred  a  serious  revolt  among  the  ne- 
groes in  the  Vera  Cruz  district.  Tired  of  their  masters' 
yoke,  a  number  of  slaves  had  escaped  from  different 
towns  and  plantations,  to  unite  with  their  free  brethren 
near  the  present  town  of  C6rdoba,  and  ensconce  them- 
selves among  the  rugged  hills  in  that  vicinity,  whence 
th  ey  would  pounce  upon  travellers  and  settlements. 
Their  leader  was  an  aged  man  named  Yanga,  who  for 
thirty  years  had  been  seeking  to  stir  his  race  to  united 
action  against  the  colonists  -  The  raids  had  been 
endured  for  some  time,  attended  by  the  defeat  of  es- 
corts and  improvised  troops, under  cruel  circumstances; 
but  finally  the  insecurity  of  the  road  to  Mexico  called 
for  stringent  measures  against  the  bands,  which  were 
growing  both  in  number  and  daring.  Pedro  Gon- 
zalez de  Herrera  of  Puebla  was  commissioned  to  sub- 
due them,  and  set  forth  toward  the  end  of  January 
1609  with  one  hundred  soldiers,  as  many  volunteers, 
and  a  number  of  native  archers,  to  whom  some  two 

"The  statement  of  a  December  flood  rests  on  Gkmelli  Careri,  ubi  sup.,  and 
has  been  disputed,  bnt  it  finds  confirmation  in  the  report  of  a  commission  of 
1624,  showing  that  damage  was  done  to  the  city  by  a  sudden  rise  of  waters. 
Cepeda,  Rel.^  pt.  it  19;  Orambila,  lumuUos,  MS.,  11;  Ward's  A/ ex,,  ii.  282- 
7.  Early  documents  bearing  on  this  subject  are  to  be  found  in  Dice,  Univ., 
ix.  146  et  seq. 

'^  In  1629  came  disasters  which  gave  energy  to  operations,  as  we  shall  see. 

^Torquemada,  i.  759,  intimates  that  at  Mexico  also  a  revolt  was  projected, 
for  Epiphany,  when  a  king  would  be  elected  'y  otros  con  Titulos  de  Duques/ 
etc    It  was  quickly  suppressed. 
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hundred  Spaniards  and  half-breeds  were  added  from 
settlements  on  the  way. 

A  tiresome  march  brought  him  near  the  haunts  of 
the  insurgents,  though  without  knowing  where  or 
how  to  meet  them.  From  this  dilemma  he  was  re- 
lieved by  the  arrival  of  a  message  from  Yanga  and  his 
military  lieutenant  Matosa,  brought  by  a  captive,  who 
had  been  defiantly  instructed  to  guide  the  troops  to 
the  foot  of  the  negroes'  stronghold,  so  that  they  might 
measure  arms  with  them.  Herrera  gladly  availed 
himself  of  this  vaunting  challenge,  to  which  the  chief- 
tain's companions  had  objected,  and  in  the  last  week 
of  February  he  came  in  sight  of  the  negro  camp,  on 
the  summit  of  a  mountain.  Regardless  of  the  mis- 
siles showered  upon  them,  the  Spaniards  climbed  the 
rugged  slope,  and  though  many  a  one  was  felled,  now 
by  a  dart,  now  by  some  thundering  rock  or  beam  which 
crushed  everything  in  its  path,  they  persevered  and 
gained  the  camp,  which  contained  fully  three  score 
houses,  with  church,  public  edifices,  and  newly  planted 
fields.  The  negroes  retired  to  several  strong  points 
around,  with  the  loss  of  quite  a  number,  including 
several  leaders,  yet  still  defiant.  Their  spirit  failed, 
however,  with  succeeding  reverses,  and,  as  they  saw 
their  families  falling  captive,  their  houses  burned,  and 
their  effects  seized  or  destroyed,  they  submitted  terms 
of  capitulation  to  the  viceroy.  On  condition  that 
Yanga  and  his  free  companions  be  given  a  site  for  a 
new  settlement  in  the  neighborhood,  they  promised 
to  surrender  all  fugitive  negroes  in  the  camps,  and 
thereafter  to  assist,  if  duly  rewarded,  in  the  capture 
of  any  who  took  refuge  in  that  region.  This  was 
agreed  to;  and  soon  after  they  founded  the  village  of 
San  Lorenzo,  remaining  thenceforth  comparatively 
faithful.^ 

In  the  following  year  a  more  extensive  campaign 

"  An  alcalde  appears  to  have  been  appointed  from  among  them,  while  a 
neighboring  curate  attended  to  their  spiritual  wants.  Alegre,  Hist,  Comp, 
/esus,  ii.  10-10. 
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had  to  be  undertaken  against  Indian  rebels  in  Du- 
rango.  This  region  was  frequently  disturbed  by  one 
tribe  or  another,  abused  as  the  natives  were  by  miners, 
and  favored  by  the  physical  features  of  their  country, 
which  on  one  side  presented  rugged  ranges,  and  on 
the  other  plains  and  deserts.  The  private  explora- 
tions of  Francisco  de  Ibarra  in  this  direction  had 
revealed  vast  agricultural  and  mineral  resources,  and 
aided  by  his  influence  with  the  viceroy  he  had  se- 
cured a  commission  as  governor  and  captain-general 
to  conquer  and  rule  the  still  unsubdued  country  to 
the  north.  He  entered  with  a  strong  force,  and  laid 
claim  to  all  the  region  beyond  the  line  now  dividing 
Jalisco  and  Zacatecas  from  Sinaloa  and  Durango, 
applying  to  it  the  name  of  Nueva  Vizcaya,  a  term 
which  soon  became  confined  to  the  district  east  of  the 
Sierra  Madre  range,  embracing,  for  a  while,  a  part  of 
Coahuila.  In  1563  he  formally  established  the  still 
existing  settlement  of  Nombre  de  Dios  as  a  villa  ;^ 
and  beyond,  in  Guadiana  Valley,  he  founded  as  his 
capital  Durango,  known  also  by  the  name  of  the 
valley.  In  1621  this  was  made  a  city  and  the  seat 
of  a  new  diocese  extending  over  all  of  Ibarra  s  gov- 
ernment.^ He  pursued  his  discoveries  as  far  as  San 
Bartolomd  Valley,  in  southern  Chihuahua,  and  thence 
westward  into  northern  Sinaloa,  where  he  founded 
San  Juan  de  Sinaloa,  laying  claim  also  to  the  two 
southern  districts  of  Culiacan,  with  the  settlement 
of  San  Miguel,  and  to  Chametla,  with  San  Sebastian , 
which  had  maintained  a  precarious  existence  since 
Guzman's  time. 

The  tribes  of  Sinaloa  proved  very  hostile,  and  San 
Juan  had  to  be  abandoned.  It  was  refounded  in 
1583  under  the  name  of  San  Felipe,  but  only  after 
1596,  when  it  became  a  presidio,  was  the  perma- 

''^The  control  of  this  was  long  disputed  by  the  government  immediately 
sonth,  and  then  Bei2ed  upon  by  the  viceroy;  but  in  1611  it  was  restored  to 
Nueva  Vizcaya. 

"  The  Augustinian,  Gonzalo  de  Hermosilla,  was  the  first  prelate. 
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nency  of  this  settlement  secured.  In  1610  the  border 
was  advanced  to  Rio  del  Fuerte,  so  named  after 
the  fort  of  Montesclaros  there  erected;  and  now  the 
Jesuits  began  the  conversion  of  Mayos  and  Yaquis. 
Thirty  years  later  San  Juan  Bautista  was  founded  in 
Sonera  Valley,  already  made  known  by  expeditions 
which  had  passed  into  the  northern  regions.  All  this 
country  west  of  the  Sierra  Madre  was  ruled  by  a 
military  captain  appointed  by  the  viceroy,  but  subject 
in  civil  matters  to  the  governor  at  Durango.  In 
Coahuila,  Saltillo  was  formally  founded  in  1586, 
and  Parras  in  1598,  partly  by  Tlascaltecs,  while  in 
Chihuahua  it  was  not  till  1631  that  a  presidio  rose 
at  Parral  in  the  rich  mining  region,  and  permanent 
missions  in  1639  among  the  Tarahumaras.*^ 

Side  by  side  with  settlers  and  miners  strode  the 
friars,  in  this  region,  notably  the  Jesuits,  whose  aim 
was  not  alone  to  convert,  but  to  pacify  and  prepare 
the  natives  for  the  yoke  of  Christ  and  the  colonists. 
It  was  cheap  and  effective,  this  subjugation  by  the 
cross.  Warfare  against  the  wilder  tribes  of  the  north 
proved  quite  different  from  that  against  the  more  cul- 
tured and  settled  communities  encountered  by  Cortes. 
Here  the  capture  of  a  capital,  the  treaty  with  a  ruler, 
generally  sufficed  to  control  the  people;  but  among  the 
northern  tribes  treaties  availed  little  with  the  petty, 
irresponsible  chieftains  unless  they  were  specially 
commissioned  by  the  people,  and  to  ravage  their  vil- 
lages was  seldom  effective.  Hence,  after  many  and 
costly  military  operations,  Viceroy  Velasco  had  toward 
the  close  of  the  preceding  century  found  it  necessary 
to  adopt  a  different  course,  and  stoop  to  what  may  be 
termed  humiliating  concessions.  But  he  stooped  to 
conquer,  for  under  shelter  of  this  purchased  peace 
missionaries  crept  forward  to  fasten  a  gradually  tight- 
ening bond,  secured  at  different  points  by  military 
colonies.     This  policy  did  not  succeed  in  every  quar- 

'-^  The  history  of  Nneya  Vizcaya,  based  on  such  standard  authorities  as 
Ibarra,  Relacion;  Duravgo,  Doc,  Hisl,,  MS.;  Sinaloa,  Mem,  JJpiL,  MS.;  Al- 
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ter,  nor  was  it  effected  elsewhere  without  occasional 
struggles.  The  resolute  opposition  of  the  Sinaloa 
tribes  to  the  encroachments  of  the  Spaniards  served 
to  animate  also  adjoining  peoples  who  had  already 
submitted  and  found  just  cause  for  discontent  in  the 
oppression  and  outrages  practised  by  miners  and 
others. 

In  1601  the  Acax^es,  who  occupied  the  mountain 
regions  of  Topia  and  San  Andres,*®  rose  to  the  number 
of  five  thousand,  with  a  solemn  determination  to  kill 
or  drive  away  every  Spaniard.  They  swooped  down 
with  unexpected  suddenness  on  the  villages  and 
mining  camps,  whose  number  may  be  estimated  from 
the  statement  that  over  forty  churches  shared  in  the 
destruction.  The  first  effective  resistance  encoun- 
tered was  at  San  Andrds,  where  the  small  garrison 
managed  to  hold  out  for  a  fortnight,  till  Governor 
Urdiflola  learned  of  their  strait  and  came  to  the 
rescue  with  sixty  men.  The  warriors  now  withdrew 
to  the  mountain  fastnesses,  and  kept  the  pursuing 
troops  constantly  engaged  in  toilsome  marches  am 
sharp  skirmishes,  ever  on  the  alert  to  entrap  them  into 
ambuscades,  though  with  little  success.  What  arms 
failed  to  achieve  was  accomplished  by  means  of  Urdi- 
fiola's  generous  treatment  of  a  number  of  captured 
Acaxee  women.  This  touched  the  hearts  of  the 
husbands,  and  with  the  gentle  persuasion  of  Father 
Santaren  they  submitted  and  began  to  rebuild  their 
churches.^  The  Sabaibos  held  out  for  a  while  longer 
under  the  guidance  of  a  sorcerer  who  proclaimed 
himself  bishop,  and  even  God,  and  proceeded  with 
the  aid  of  associated  apostles  to  carry  on  a  peculiar 
spiritual  and  political  administration.  His  rule  was 
soon  cut  short,  and  with  him  disappeared  the  last 
trace  of  the  revolt. 

Ueuri,  Hitt.  Mis.,  MS.;  Arlegui,  Bibcu,  Akgre,  Beaumont,  Mota-PadiUa^  ia 
fully  related  in  my  History  of  the  North  Mexican  States,  this  series. 

**  For  porticnlars  see  Native  Races,  i.  614. 

^  For  a  detailed  accotint  of  the  campaign  with  its  interesting  happenings, 
•ee  Hist,  North  Mex,  States,  i.,  this  series. 
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This  submission  appears  to  have  either  irritated  or 
emboldened  the  Xiximes,  a  tribe  of  cannibalistic  ten- 
dencies, who  adjoined  the  Acaxdes  on  the  south,  and 
ranked  as  their  bitter  foes.  The  neighbors  soon  began 
to  appeal  for  aid  against  their  onslaughts,  and  with 
intercession  of  friars  they  were  in  1607  induced  to 
relent;  but  three  years  later  they  broke  out  in  open 
revolt,  and  an  expedition  of  two  hundred  Spaniards 
and  eleven  hundred  Indians  marched  against  them. 
Their  two  strongholds  were  quickly  reduced,  and 
after  the  execution  of  the  ringleaders  the  excuses  of 
the  remainder  were  accepted  with  a  readiness  that 
served  only  too  often  to  encourage  hostilities,  as  may 
be  seen  throughout  the  history  of  this  frontier  region 
to  the  present  time.  Had  the  same  policy  been  pur- 
sued by  Cortes  and  his  contemporaries,  Spanish 
domination  might  have  been  deferred  for  years.  This 
temporizing  was  owing  in  part  to  a  change  in  the  char- 
acter of  the  settlers,  and  a  diversion  of  public  interest 
from  the  career  of  conquest,  and  partly  to  actual  weak- 
ness and  indecision;  but  under  the  circumstances  it 
was  dangerous  to  display  it  so  freely. 

Of  this  an  instance  may  be  found  in  the  more 
serious  outbreak  in  the  same  province,  in  1616,  among 
the  Tepehuanes,  for  no  outrages  or  other  good  reason 
appear  to  have  afforded  the  pretext.  This  tribe  cov- 
ered a  wide-spread  area  in  Durango,  extending  into 
southern  Chihuahua  and  bordering  east  and  north  on 
Topia,  and  had  yielded  good  fruit  to  the  Jesuit  mis- 
sionaries. Dismayed  by  the  downfall  of  their  influ- 
ence, the  native  sorcerers  strove  hard  to  combat  the 
new  religion ;  and  encouraged  by  the  example  of  the 
Sabaibo  bishop,  one  of  them  proclaimed  himself  a  mes- 
siah  divinely  appointed  to  free  his  people  from  the 
foreign  yoke.  This  character  he  sustained  by  a  num- 
ber of  cleverly  executed  miracles,  and  by  alluring 
prospects  disseminated  by  active  agents. 

His  plans  succeeded,  and  his  people  rose  almost  en 
masse.    At  Atotonilco  nearly  two  hundred  Spaniards, 
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men,  women,  and  children,  were  massacred;  at  Pa- 
pasquiaro  a  number  were  lured  to  destruction  by 
treachery;  at  Zape  ninety  persons  fell.  Durango  city, 
the  seat  of  government,  might  also  have  been  sur- 
prised but  for  the  premature  outbreak  on  the  part  of 
certain  greedy  chieftains,  which  gave  the  alarm,  and 
enabled  measures  to  be  taken  against  the  great  simul- 
taneous attack  on  the  21st  of  November.  These 
measures  extended  also  to  the  Acaxdes,  Xiximes,  and 
other  tribes  who  were  prevailed  upon  to  withhold  at 
least  active  cooperation  in  the  revolt. 

Nevertheless  the  outlook  became  so  serious  that 
appeal  for  aid  was  sent  to  the  viceroy,  who  gave 
orders  upon  the  royal  coffers  at  Zacatecas  and  Du- 
rango for  funds,  wherewith  to  raise  more  troops.  The 
Tepehuanes  generally  avoided  an  encounter.  With 
the  spring  of  1617  the  revolt  was  practically  ended. 
Deserted  by  their  messiah,  who  mysteriously  disap- 
peared, the  still  rebellious  bands  took  refuge  in  the 
mountains,  there  to  be  exposed  to  repeated  attacks 
from  different  quarters,  to  which  a  price  upon  their 
heads  gave  incentive.  After  suffering  heavy  losses 
they  were  induced  gradually  to  rejoin  their  submis- 
sive brethren.  As  it  was,  the  outbreak  had  caused  a 
drain  on  the  royal  treasury  of  several  hundred  thou- 
sand pesos,  besides  losses  in  revenue  and  to  settlers, 
and  retarded  material  progress  in  the  province  for  a 
number  of  years.** 

A  lenient  policy  characterized  more  and  more  the 
attitude  of  the  government  toward  the  natives,  and 
experiments  were  continually  tried  for  promoting 
their  welfare.  In  1602  came  a  c^dula  recommending 
a  system  of  public  hiring  of  Indians,  to  take  the  place 
of  repartimientos.  A  fair  was  accordingly  established 
in  the  principal  squares  at  Mexico^  under  supervision 
of  a  judge,  where  employers  might  come  to  engage 

*^For  a  fall  aooonnt  see  ffiai.  North  Mex,  Stales,  L,  this  series. 
••On  Smidays.  Cavo,  Trea  Sighs,  L  237. 
Bin,  MSL,  YoIh  ni.    3 
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laborers.  As  usual,  corruption  crept  in  to  counteract 
the  intended  benefits.  Speculators  found  it  lucrative 
to  engage,  with  connivance  of  the  judge,  a  large  num- 
ber of  the  Indians,  and  hire  them  to  others  at  higher 
rates.  This  abuse  became  so  great  that  the  system 
had  to  be  abandoned.®^ 

In  pursuance  of  this  step,  and  with  *  a  view  to  re- 
move cause  for  revolt,  an  important  decree  appeared 
in  1609,  commanding  that  provisions  and  clothing 
must  be  sold  to  Indians  at  reasonable  prices,  and  that 
those  who  attempted  to  defeat  this  measure  should 
be  punished.  In  the  mining  districts  the  Indians 
were  to  be  gathered  into  villages  and  given  land  to 
cultivate,  and  churches  and  hospitals.  Those  who 
settled  in  these  villages  were  to  be  exempt  for  six 
years  from  the  usual  repartimientos ;  but  they  must 
not  leave  the  place.  Since  it  was  necessary  to  en- 
courage work  and  progress  among  all  classes,  reparti- 
mientos must  be  maintained  till  the  increase  of  slaves 
and  voluntary  workers  allowed  them  to  be  reduced  or 
abolished.  Not  more  than  one  seventh  of  a  village 
population  should  be  called  away  at  a  time,  in  due 
turn,  nor  must  they  be  sent  to  a  very  distant  place  or 
one  differing  greatly  in  temperature  from  that  to  which 
they  were  used.  The  pay  must  be  fair,  and  cover  the 
time  for  coming  and  going  to  work.  The  time  and 
nature  of  labor  should  not  be  exceeded  or  changed. 
None  could  be  condemned  for  crimes  to  personal  ser- 
vice, nor  could  encomenderos  exact  it  in  lieu  of  tribute. 
The  carrying  of  loads  was  restricted,  particularly  where 
beasts  of  burden  could  be  introduced.^  Not  long  be- 
fore this  a  law  had  been  issued  exempting  from  enco- 

'^  *  Clamaron  los  Indios. .  .con  instancia,  bolver  h  lo  pasado.*  Torqttemadot 
I.  726. 

'*  An  earlier  decree  prohibited  even  voluntary  carrying  of  goods,  b"t  this 
could  not  be  obeyed.  Those  in  charge  of  herds  should  not  be  held  responsible 
for  lost  stock.  Officials  connected  with  repartimientos  must  be  men  well 
Jtnown  for  kindness  and  probity;  they  coula  accept  fees  only  from  the  em- 
ployer. Further  minor  regulations  are  given  in  Montemayor^  SvmarioSy  216- 
26,  14,  16;  drdenea  de  la  Corona^  MS.,  it  139.  This  important  letter  was 
dated  May  26,  1609.  In  accordance  with  its  tenor  Velasco  regulated  the 
.hours  of  labor  and  other  matters. 
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miendas,  and  from  tribute  for  ten  years,  all  hitherto 
unsubdued  Indians  who  voluntarily  gave  allegiance  to 
church  and  king.*^  It  was  a  measure  well  calculated 
to  aid  the  missionaries  and  to  promote  a  peaceful  con- 
quest. In  the  settled  regions  on  the  other  hand  we 
find  a  contrast  in  the  confirmation  of  encomiendas  to 
the  third  and  fourth  life. 

The  execution  of  reform  measures  was  by  no  means 
easy,  but  Velasco  sought  to  do  his  duty,  and  though 
exercising  no  undue  severity  he  brought  upon  him- 
self the  hostility  of  a  large  class.  His  friendly 
feeling  toward  the  natives  is  displayed  in  several 
recommendations,  notably  that  of  giving  to  them  all 
the  land  required,  leaving  only  the  balance  to  Span- 
iards.*^ His  zeal  was  not  overlooked,  for  in  1609  he 
received  the  title  of  marques  de  Salinas,  and  two 
years  later  promotion  to  the  presidency  of  the  India 
Council.**  So  distinguished  a  preferment  could  not 
be  refused,  and  he  set  sail  for  Spain  June  12,  1611,** 
leaving  behind  the  reputation  of  a  wise  and  humane 
ruler,  against  whom  the  only  objection  may  be  an 
excessive  leniency  which  served  well  for  the  time,  but 
left  the  seed  of  future  troubles.*' 

As  his  entry  into  the  government  had  been  pre- 
ceded by  a  comet,  to  which  his  successful  rule  lent  a 
favorable  significance,  so  his  departure  was  attended 
by  an  eclipse  of  the  sun;  and  the  terror  which  this  phe- 
nomenon inspired  received  fresh  impulse  two  months 
later  from  an  earthquake  whereby  a  number  of  build- 

'*Thi8  law  was  issued  on  November  25,  1607,  and  confirmed  in  1671  and 
1672.  Montemayor,  Svmarioa,  2. 

*°  Advertimientos,  in  IruUTtic,  Virreyes,  256. 

*' Together  with  20,000  dacats  *ayuda  de  costa.*  He  already  received  a 
pension  of  6,000  at  the  end  of  his  former  rule  in  Mexico,  and  now  his  children 
w^ere  granted  additional  allowances.  The  title  of  marquis  appears  to  have 
been  issued  in  1607,  Calle,  Mem,  y  Not.,  55,  though  Vetaocurt  intimates  a 
year  or  two  later.  Trot,  Mex.,  13.  * » 

*'  Exercising  the  power  of  viceroy  to  the  day  of  sailing.  To/quemada,  i. 
767.     Calle  writes  17th  of  June. 

^  His  partiality  for  the  Dominicans  is  spoken  of  in  Ddvila,  Continuacion, 
MS.,  202.    Already  very  aged,  he  did  not  long  survive  his  promotion. 
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ings  were  destroyed  in  different  parts,  notably  at 
JVlexico,  involving  the  loss  of  several  lives.** 

Although  Velasco  ruled  until  the  day  of  his  depart- 
ure, the  successor  to  the  viceroyalty  was  already  to  be 
found  at  Mexico  in  the  person  of  Archbishop  Garcia 
Guerra,  a  Dominican,  bom  about  1560  at  Fromesta, 
near  Valencia,  of  a  noble  house.*^  As  prior  at  Valla- 
dolid  he  managed  to  gain  favor  in  the  eyes  of  Felipe 
III.,  and  a  first  result  was  his  appointment  to  the 
vacancy  caused  by  the  death  in  October  1606  of  Gar- 
cia de  Santa  Maria  y  Mendoza,  archbishop  of  Mexico. 
This  prelate  had  been  prior  of  the  convent  at  the 
Escorial,  general  of  the  Jeronimite  order,  and  a  great 
favorite  of  Philip  II.,  who  named  him  one  of  his  ex- 
ecutors. The  successor  to  the  throne  extended  this 
favor  by  conferring  on  him  the  archdiocese  in  New 
Spain  which  he  administered  in  a  satisfactory  manner, 
living  ever  the  humble  life  of  a  friar,  yet  staining  his 
memory  by  the  bigoted  act  of  defacing  native  sculp- 
tures. While  the  destruction  was  not  so  serious  as 
that  caused  by  the  iconoclast  Zamdrraga,*^  Santa 
Marfa  deserves  even  greater  condemnation  than  this 
earlier  bishop,  whose  vandalism  finds  excuses  to  a  cer- 
tain extent  in  the  conversion-zeal  of  his  period,  and  in 
its  inferior  enlightenment. 

Guerra  made  his  entrance  into  Mexico  as  prelate 
September  29th,  and  by  his  wise  rule  confirmed  the 
royal  choice  to  such  extent  that  with  the  promotion 
of  Velasco  came  his  own  appointment  as  twelfth  vice- 

**  The  eclipse  was  total  and  lasted  till  6  P.  M.  June  10th.  Torquemada, 
i.  768.  The  earthquake  occurred  on  August  26th.  '£n  ocasion  que  por 
mandado  del  Ar^obispo  Virrey. .  .se  coman  toros.'  Sigiienza  y  CMngora, 
Carta,  MS.,  16;  Id,,  Parayso  Occid,,  24.  There  were  more  than  40  shocks 
within  30  hours,  says  Father  Franco.  On  December  27th  a  rain  of  ashes  fell 
at  Mexico,  DdvUa,  Continuacion,  MS.,  203;  and  Mota-PadiUa,  who  places 
the  eclipse  on  April  15,  describes  a  similar  shower  in  Colima,  caused  by  the 
eruption  of  the  volcano.  Ccmg.  N,  Oal,^  271.  In  the  same  month  of  the  fol- 
lowing year  another  earthquake  occurred.  Cavo,  Tree  Sighs,  L  257. 

**  Of  the  family  of  De  la  Vega  Guerra.  His  parents  were  Andr^  de  Rojas 
and  Maria  Querra.  He  professed  as  a  Dominican  in  1578,  at  Valladolid, 
where  he  became  preacher  and  prior.  Gonzalez  Ddvila  writes  his  name  De 
Enguerra.   TeatrOy  i.  44;  Ddvila,  Continuacion,  MS.,  198-200. 

^  As  Torquemada,  ILL  208,  regretfully  points  out. 
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roy.  It  was  the  second  time  that  the  supreme  political 
and  ecclesiastical  power  had  been  vested  in  one  man, 
and,  as  the  benevolence  and  sagacity  of  Guerra  were 
recognized,  his  inauguration  June  19,  1611,  created 
wide-spread  joy.*^  This  was  not  to  be  of  long  dura- 
tion, however.  Guerra  had  for  some  time  been  an 
invalid,  a  fall  from  his  carriage  being  one  of  the 
causes,  and  soon  a  cold  caught  during  an  exposure  to 
rain  laid  him  low  with  fever.  The  phlebotomy  so 
prevalent  among  doctors  of  the  time  tended  to  weaken 
him;  and  when  an  operation  was  demanded  on  an 
abscess  he  sank  under  it  February  22,  1612,  at  the 
age  of  fifty-two.^  Manifestations  of  erief  were  both 
Sneral.  Jd  profound,  ^d  the  obseqafes  sarpa^  in 
solemnity  any  that  had  so  far  been  conducted  in  New 
Spain.     A  description  may  prove  interesting. 

The  embalmed  body,  arrayed  in  pontifical  robes  of 
purple  taffeta  garnished  with  gold  and  silver,  rested 
in  the  chapel  on  a  catafalque,  covered  with  black  gold- 
bordered  velvet,  and  surrounded  with  candles.  The 
interior  of  the  chapel  was  draped  in  black.  The  head 
of  the  corpse  reclined  on  a  black  velvet  cushion,  orna- 
mented with  gold  and  silver,  and  bore  on  the  brow  a 
mitre.  Close  to  it  rose  the  guidon  of  the  captain- 
general,  a  rank  held  by  the  deceased  in  virtue  of  his 
oflSce  as  viceroy.  At  the  left  shoulder  rested  the 
pastoral  staff,  and  in  the  right  hand  the  archiepiscopal 
cross ;  at  the  feet  were  two  royal  maces  of  gilt  silver, 
and  between  them  the  prelate  s  hat. 

For  three  days  a  constant  stream  of  visitors  appeared 
at  the  chapel  to  give  a  last  look  at  the  beloved  face, 
while  friars  and  clergy  held  vigils,  masses,  and  chants 

^  He  had  been  staying  at  the  convent  in  Atlacubaya,  and  entered  by  way 
of  Tlatelnlco,  under  arches  and  amidst  ^reat  pomp,  on  a  Sunday.  Ddvilay  Con- 
Hnvaciony  MS.,  202;  Vetancvrt,  Trot,  Sfex.y  13.  Cavo  dates  his  power  from 
June  17th;  and  Lorenzana,  from  June  12th.  Concilios  Prov,,  1556-65,  216, 
he  counting  no  doubt  Velasco's  departure. 

^^OoTtzalez  Ddvila,  Teatro  Ecles.,  ubi  sup.  Cavo  states  that  the  carriage 
accident  occurred  while  he  as  viceroy  was  inspecting  certain  public  works, 
and  this  injured  one  of  his  ribs,  giving  rise  to  the  abscess.  Tres  Sighs,  i.  256. 
On  the  29th  of  January  a  solemn  procession  had  been  held  to  implore  restora- 
tion of  his  health. 
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here  as  well  as  at  other  temples.  The  bells  tolled 
solemnly  all  the  while,  and  nearly  every  person  ex- 
hibited some  token  of  mourning,  especiaUy  officials 
and  men  of  means. 

On  the  25th  a  vast  concourse  gathered  at  the  pal- 
ace to  escort  the  body  to  the  cathedral  tomb.     First 
marched  the  school  children  with  white  lighted  tapers; 
then  came  thirty-eight  brotherhoods,  according  to  age, 
with  standards,  crosses,  and  other  paraphernalia;  the 
different  monastic  orders,  closing  with  the  Domini- 
cans, to  whom  belonged  the  deceased,  followed  by  over 
four  hundred  members  of  the  clergy,  the  prebendaries 
of  the  chapter  being  last.    Then  came  the  coffin,  having 
at  the  feet  the  prelate's  hat,  and  a  cap  with  white  tas- 
sel, the  insignia  of  a  master  of  theology.    Behind  were 
borne  the  cross  and  guidon,  draped  in  black,  between 
two  kings-at-arms.    On  either  side  of  the  coffin  strode 
the  viceregal  guard,  while  halberdiers  assisted  in  keep- 
ing back  the  crowd.     Following  the  guard  came  the 
deacons;  the  commercial  court;  the  university  repre- 
sentation, with   sixty-four  of  its  graduated  doctors 
bearing  the  insignia  of  the  faculty;  the  municipality, 
preceded  by  their  mace-bearers;  the  audiencia,  with 
three  nephews  of  the  deceased;  the  royal  officers, 
bearing  a  black  standard  with  royal  arms  in  gold; 
three  companies  of  infantry  in  lines  of  seven,  with 
arms  reversed,  marching  to  the  sound  of  four  muffled 
drums  and  two  fifes;    the  maestre   de  sala  of  the 
viceroy,  bearing  aloft  on  a  half-pike  the  arms  of  the 
deceased,  gilded  on  a  black  surface;   the  master  of 
horse  and  cnamberlain,  leading  a  steed  in  deep  mourn- 
ing with  a  long  train;  another  gentleman  of  the  court, 
on  horseback,  bore  the  guidon  of  captain-general,  with 
royal  arms  on  crimson  velvet.     The  procession  closed 
with  the  servants  of  the  palace,  led  by  the  majordomo. 
Between  the  palace  and   the  cathedral  five  cata- 
falques had  been  erected,  to  serve  as  resting-places  for 
the  coffin  as  it  was  transferred  to  diflPerent  bearers. 
The  oidores  bore  it  from  the  chapel  to  the  first  station; 
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then  the  cathedral  chapter,  the  municipality,  the  uni- 
versity corporation,  and  the  commercial  representa- 
tives carried  it  successively,  the  oidores  taking  it  from 
the  last  station  into  the  cathedral,  where  it  was  placed 
in  a  lofty  position,  amid  a  blaze  of  lights.  As  the 
alf^reces  approached  they  lowered  the  standards,  and 
placed  them  at  the  foot  of  the  coflSn.  On  the  left 
rested  Guerra's  coat  of  arms;  on  the  right  were  the 
cross  and  the  guidon.  After  service  the  coffin  was 
buried  at  a  late  hour  by  the  high  altar,  on  the  evangel 
side.     It  was  a  grand  and  glorious  casting-forth. 

During  the  novenary  each  religious  order  came  to 
chant  masses,  assisted  by  ecclesiastic  and  civil  bodies. 
On  March  7th  the  members  of  the  procession  marched 
in  the  same  order  as  before  to  the  cathedral,  where 
the  vigil  was  chanted,  and  a  funeral  oration  delivered 
in  Latin.  The  following  day  the  funeral  sermon  was 
preached  by  the  dominican  provincial.** 

The  government  now  passed  into  the  hands  of  the 
audiencia,  and  the  senior  oidor,  Pedro  de  Otalora,  a 
pious  man,**  took  possession  of  the  palace.  Affairs 
were  by  no  means  such  as  to  require  a  strong  hand 
at  their  head;  yet  the  loss  of  the  recognized  chief 
seems  to  have  created  an  unsettled  feeling,  and  the 
revelation  of  an  intended  uprising  among  the  negroes 
so  alarmed  the  capital  that  on  Monday  and  Thursday 
the  customary  religious  processions  of  the  week  did 
not  take  place.  On  the  evening  of  Thursday  a 
trampling  of  feet  was  heard,  with  much  grunting  and 
yelling,  and  the  cry  spread  that  the  negroes  were 
upon  them.  The  panic-stricken  people  either  closed 
their  doors  or  fled  for  protection  toward  the  palace, 
and  terror  reigned  until  morning,  when  the  cause  of 
the  uproar  appeared  in  a  drove  of  pigs  for  the  Satur- 

^DdvUoy  Continuacion,  MS.,  205-7;  Soaa,  Epiacop,  Mex.,  62-4. 

^  'Hombre  desinteresado  de  las  cosas  de  esta  Vida,  y  mui  gran  Ministro,* 
is  Torqueroada's  estimate  of  him.  i.  767.  Among  his  associates  are  mentioned 
tiie  licentiates  Diego  Nnfiez  de  Mosqnecho  and  f  edro  Juarez  de  Molina. 
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day  slaughter,  which  had  been  mistaken  for  a  negro 
advance." 

This  play  upon  the  feelings  of  people  and  audiencia 
could  not  be  allowed  to  pass  unavenged,  and  thirty- 
three  unfortunate  blacks  were  convicted  on  doubtful 
evidence  and  hanged."^  As  during  a  previous  inter- 
regnum, the  government  sought  to  cover  its  weakness 
under  a  mask  of  cruelty.  A  measure  against  out- 
breaks on  the  part  of  negroes  was  attempted  by  means 
of  a  decree  ordering  free  persons  of  their  race,  includ- 
ing mestizos,  who  possessed  no  trade,  to  enter  the 
service  of  known  masters  and  take  up  their  abode  with 
them." 

The  audiencia's  rule  terminated  with  the  entry  into 
Mexico,  on  October  28, 1612,  of  the  thirteenth  viceroy, 
Diego  Fernandez  de  C6rdoba,  marques  de  Guadal- 
cdzar,  and  his  consort  Maria  Rieder."  His  rule  proved 
exceedingly  quiet,  though  at  one  time  a  cloud  appeared 
in  the  form  of  a  freebooter.  The  Dutch  had  for  some 
time  struggled  for  a  foothold  in  the  Moluccas,  and  to 
promote  this  eflfort  their  East  India  Company  in  1 6 1 4 
despatched  a  well-equipped  fleet  of  six  vessels,  under 
Joris  Spilbergen,"  with  instructions  to  do  what  dam- 
age he  could  to  Spanish  shipping  and  interests  on  his 
way,  notably  to  the  fleet  between  Manila  and  Acapulco. 
He  left  Texel  in  August,  touched  at  the  Brazilian 
coast,  passed  through  Magellan  Strait  in  April  1615, 
and  began  a  series  of  petty  and  cautious  raids  on  the 

^^  Panes  assames  that  this  false  alarm  served  to  defeat  the  intentions  of 
the  negroes  by  rousing  the  people.  Monumentoa  Domin.  Esp,^  MS.,  94-5. 

^'^  Tne  bodies  were  exposed  in  different  parts,  till  public  health  demanded 
their  removal.  Four  of  the  victims  were  women.  Veiancvi't,  TraL  Mex,y  13. 
Torquemada  makes  the  total  number  36. 

^*Pena  de  docientos  a^tes.'  Decree  of  the  audiencia  April  12,  1612. 
Montemayor,  SvmarioSj  pt.  li.  49. 

"  Lorenzana  writes  Riedrer.  CorUsj  Hifit.  N,  Eep.y  21. 

**  Also  written  Georg  Spilberc,  von  Spilbergen,  Spilberger.  The  flag-ship 
was  the  Zon^  and  the  next,  the  Tlalve  Maen,  under  command  of  Jansen.  Two 
of  the  vessels  were  smaller,  and  built  for  speed.  The  force  carried  was  1,200 
men  besides  sailors ;  so  at  least  declares  Osten,  a  member  of  the  expedition 
who  escaped  to  New  Spain,  and  whose  account  appears  to  have  been  over 
looked  by  Bumey  and  others.  See  Nicolai,  Newe  vnd  Warhaffte  Rel.^  17-18. 
He,  Purchas,  and  Gottfried  differ  on  several  points,  about  names,  dates,  etc. 


PEEEBOOTEKS  AGAIN.  » 

Pacific  coast  of  South  America.  In  this  occupation 
he  was  interrupted  by  a  fleet  of  eight  vessels  under 
Rodrigo  de  Mendoza,  who  had  vowed  to  capture  the 
Hollander.  Fortune  favored  the  latter,  however,  and 
the  Peruvians  retired  with  a  loss  of  two  vessels,  one 
of  them  under  command  of  the  vice-admiral,  who  pre- 
ferred to  go  down  with  his  ship  rather  than  surrender. 
Oo  the  10th  of  October  Spilbeigen  appeared  be- 
fore Acapulco,  sadly  in  want  of  fresh  provisions  and 
anti-scorbutics  for  his  sick  crews.     He  would  prob- 


ably have  helped  himself  but  for  some  well-timed 
shots  which  intimated  that  the  place  was  prepared.'^ 
"Hanging  out  a  flagge  of  peace,  two  Spaniards  came 
aboord,  and  they  agreed  to  exchange  Prisoners  for 
Sheep,  Fruits,  and  Prouision,  which  was  accordingly 
performed.  On  the  15th  Melchior  Hernardo  came 
aboord,  to  take  view  of  the  fleete,  which  had  van- 
quished the  Kings.    He  was  Nephew  to  the  Vice-Roy 


before  of  their  cc 
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of  New  Spaine,  and  was  kindly  entertained  of  the 
Admirall."  The  squadron  left  Acapulco  on  October 
18tb  and  cruised  off  the  coast  for  some  time,  captur- 
ing a  California  pearl-fishing  vessel  with  two  friars.*^ 
A  consort  vessel,  under  Iturbide,  proved  more  for- 
tunate in  bringing  safe  to  port  a  cargo  of  pearls, 
including  one  valued  at  the  then  high  price  of  four 
thousand  five  hundred  pesos.** 

Spilbergen  now  proceeded  to  Salagua,  or  Santiago 
Bay,  where  several  of  his  men,  while  in  quest  of  fresh 
provisions,  were  killed  and  captured  by  an  ambuscaded 
party  which  is  said  to  have  been  commanded  by  the 
navigator  Vizcaino.  The  fleet  passed  on  to  Santiago, 
and  to  Navidad,  where  a  captured  monk  procured 
lemons  on  being  promised  his  liberty.  When  the  time 
came  to  fulfil  the  promise,  the  crews  objected  to  lose 
so  valuable  a  prisoner,  and  Spilbergen  had  to  quell  a 
mutiny  to  keep  his  word  with  the  monk. 

Toward  the  end  of  November  sail  was  set  for  Cape 
San  Liicas,  there  to  watch  for  the  Manila  galleon ;  but 
the  wind  proving  unfavorable  the  prows  were  turned 
for  the  Ladrones  and  Moluccas,  and  after  staying 
here  awhile  Spilbergen  completed  the  circumnaviga- 
tion of  the  globe  with  a  portion  of  his  fleet.  While 
falling  short  of  the  anticipated  results  of  the  voyage, 
he  confirmed  the  opinion  of  his  ability  as  a  naviga- 
tor.^ 

While  disaster  was  averted  from  Acapulco,  it  over- 
took the  opposite  port  of  Vera  Cruz  in  another  guise. 
New  Vera  Cruz,  as  it  was  called,  to  distinguish  it 
from  the  old  town  on  Rio  Antigua,  which  still  lin- 

^^  Cardona,  the  captain,  and  a  portion  of  the  crew  escaped  by  swimmiDg 
ashore.  The  authorities  dififer  aa  to  whether  the  vessel  was  on  the  way  from 
or  to  California.  She  was  incorporated  into  the  fleet  under  the  name  of  the 
'  Pearlship,*  says  Osten,  ubi  svpra, 

^^Venegas,  Not,  Col,,  L  202-4;  Cardona,  Mtm,,  46;  Mota-PadiUa,  Cong, 
N.  Gill,  272-3. 

''•  For  an  account  of  the  voyage,  see,  besides  the  authorities  quoted,  GoU- 
fried,  Neice  Wdt,  454  et  seq.;  Boss,  Leben  der  See-IJelden,  393-402;  KeiT^a 
Col,  X.  157-8;  Berenger,  Col  Toy.,  i.  262,  288-93;  Bumey,  Chron.  Hist, 
Fo//.,  ii.  330-53. 


RULE  OF  GUADALCAZAR.  27 

rered,  had  rapidly  risen  from  a  landiug-station,  known 
>y  the  name  of  Buitron,  the  chief  settler,  to  receive 
in  1615  the  title  of  city.  But  the  buildings  were 
hastily  and  irregularly  constructed,  chiefly  of  wood, 
and  when,  in  December  1618,  a  fire  broke  out  in  the 
barracks,  the  flames  spread  under  a  strong  north  wind, 
and  consumed  the  best  part  of  the  place,  inflicting  a 
loss  of  over  two  million  pesos.^  Prompt  aid  was  given 
toward  rebuilding  on  a  safer  and  more  regular  plan. 

On  February  13th  the  whole  country  was  startled 
by  an  earthquake  which  lasted  for  a  quarter  of  an 
hour,  and  extended  from  Central  America  far  north- 
ward. "  It  demolished  buildings,  rent  hills  and  moun- 
tains, disclosed  deep  caverns,  and  brought  forth  new 
lakes.  Rivers  flowed  with  black  waters.  At  sea  ter- 
rible sights  were  seen,  and  many  vessels  went  under. 
Fish  sought  refuge  on  land  from  their  natural  ele- 
ment."«i 

Owing  to  the  insecurity  of  the  road  between  Vera 
Cruz  and  Mexico,  infested  by  robber  bands,  the  town 
of  C6rdoba  was  in  April  1618  founded  in  the  foot- 
hills, on  the  more  southern  route  later  followed  by 
the  railroad  to  the  capital.  Its  prosperity  was  soon 
assured  by  extensive  sugar  and  tobacco  plantations, 
and  it  received  also  a  share  of  health-seekers  from 
Vera  Cruz,*^  as  did  the  more  important  town  of  Ori- 
zaba, to  the  west,  where  sanitary  facilities  still  attract 
people.^     C6rdoba  received  its  name  from  the  vice- 

^  Cavo,  Tres  Sighs,  i.  263.  In  the  beginning  of  1619,  says  Alegre,  Hist, 
Camp,  Jesus,  ii.  115.  Femes,  Veracruz,  MS.,  2;  Lerdo  de  Tfjada,  Apuntes, 
267.  A  decree  was  thereupon  issued  ordering  government  buildings  to  be 
separated  from  other  edifices  fully  15  paces,  and  urging  the  employment  of 
night  watches.  Becop,  de  IndiaSy  ii.  27. 

*^ '  Corri6  quinientas  le^as  de  Norte  2k  Sur,  y  mas  de  sesenta  de  Este  d 
Loeste.'  Qommez  DdvUa,  Teatro,  L  59.  This  author  writes  at  11:30  a.  m.  on 
February  14th. 

'^  In  May  1714,  an  earthquake  ruined  many  buildings.  In  1850  it  counted 
4,500  inhabitants.  Dice,  Univ.,  ii.  549.  Incited  by  uie  faulty  accounts  in 
VUlO'Seflor  y  Sanchez,  Theatro,  Dr  Rodriguez,  curate  at  Cdrdoba,  prepared 
a  full  history  and  description  of  the  town  which  was  published  at  Mexico  in 
1759,  under  the  title  of  Vartilla,  Historica  y  Sagrada  Descripcion  de  Cordova, 
4to,  164  pp.  He  gives  the  names  of  the  first  30  settlers,  the  coat  of  arms,  and 
other  interesting  material.     See  also  Cordara,  Hist,  Comp,  Jesus,  175. 

"  The  order  of  San  Juan  de  Dios  erected  here  a  hospital  about  this  time. 
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roy,  whose  title  of  Guadalcdzar  was  also  perpetuated 
in  that  of  a  mining  town  founded  in  1614  north-east 
of  San  Luis  Potosl.**  Another  town  rose  about  the 
same  time,  on  the  lake  of  Toluca,  under  the  name  of 
Lerma,  in  honor  of  the  favorite  minister  of  Felipe 
III «  The  same  rule  was  signalized  at  Mexico  by 
the  completion  of  the  new  aqueduct  begun  by  the 
previous  viceroy.  It  brought  additional  water  from 
Santa  F4  by  way  of  Chapultepec,  and  rested  for  a 
long  distance  on  arches,  nine  hundred  in  number.^ 

After  a  government  of  eight  years  Guadalcdzar 
was  promoted  to  the  viceroyalty  of  Peru.  Yet  not 
from  any  merit  as  a  ruler,  for  although  his  reign  had 
proved  peaceful,  corruption  had  spread  fast  in  almost 
every  department,  until  both  social  and  economic  in- 
terests were  so  seriously  imperilled  as  to  rouse  the 
attention  of  the  crown.  Guadalcdzar,  in  truth,  was  a 
mild  man,  easily  imposed  upon,  and  not  much  disposed 
to  sacrifice  his  comfort  and  peace  of  mind  by  inquiries 
into  matters  with  which  subordinates  and  associates 
were  intrusted.  The  oidores  had  not  been  slow  to 
take  advantage  of  such  neglect  to  extend  their  own 
importance,  and  even  openly  interfered  in  affairs  not 
pertaining  to  their  jurisdiction,  violating  the  laws  in- 
trusted to  their  watchful  care. 

On  a  small  salary^  they  lived  in  the  style  and 
luxury  of  the  great  lords  of  Spain,  surrounded  by 
relatives  and  friends,  to  whom  the  most  desirable 
offices  were  given,  and  who  were  protected  by  their 
benefactors  from  what  should  have  been  the  results 
of  frequent  and  glaring  malefeasance.  In  the  audien- 
cia  the  causes  of  the  rich  were  despatched  promptly, 
while  the  calendar  was  encumbered  by  the  innumer- 

^*CalIe,  Mem.  y  NoL,  70. 

^Founded  in  1613  says  Alcedo,  Die,,  iL  572.  Cavo  places  the  founding 
of  both  m  1620. 

^  And  6  varas  in  height.  The  cost  was  fully  150,000  pesos.  Cavo,  Tres 
Siglos,  I  243-4,  264-5. 

^  At  this  time  an  oidor  of  Mexico  receives  annually  three  thousand  pesos. 
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able  suits  of  the  poor.  For  the  decision  of  a  case  it 
-was  sufficient  that  an  oidor  should  signify  his  wishes 
in  the  matter,  and  he  was  allowed  also  to  sit  in  judg- 
ment of  questions  wherein  he  was  directly  interested. 
As  a  body  they  sent  judges  in  commission  to  districts 
where  ordinary  justices  existed,  this  having  been 
expressly  forbidden.®  They  went  further  than  this, 
and  released  at  will  even  malefactors  condemned  to 
death  or  to  the  galleys  of  Terrenate.  All  that  seemed 
to  be  lacking  to  them  was  the  investiture  and  title  of 
viceroy.  The  minor  officials  and  the  very  lawyers  of 
the  supreme  tribunal  committed  excesses  with  inso- 
lent impimity  in  the  assurance  that  their  respective 
patrons  would  shield  them  from  harm.  Imitating  an 
example  so  plainly  set  before  them,  the  minor  tribu- 
nals throughout  New  Spain,  each  in  its  microcosm, 
perverted  Justice  at  their  will 

Protected  by  those  in  power,  who  not  infrequently 
were  partners  in  their  gain,  the  rich  had  monopolized 
the  very  necessaries  of  life,  and  this  during  a  time  of 
great  scarcity,  when  famine  was  raging  in  many  parts 
of  the  country,*^  so  that  the  poor  had  to  subsist  on 
roots  or  die  of  want.  The  regidores  of  Mexico  had 
seized  and  divided  among  themselves  the  annual 
subsidy  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  reales 
granted  by  the  crown  in  aid  of  the  public  granary, 
and  they,  m  conjunction  with  a  few  wealthy  men,  had 
forced  the  price  of  maize,  the  staple  food  of  the  lower 
classes,  from  twelv%  reales  the  fanega  to  forty-eight. 
Even  at  this  price  the  official  in  charge  of  the  gran- 
ary frequently  turned  away  the  starving  poor,  while 
to  the  servants  of  the  rich  and  powerful  he  gave  a 

**It  waa  afiain  prohibited  by  the  c^xila  of  November  12,  1621.  Ordenes 
de  la  Corona,  MS.,  iL  164. 

**In  Quer^taro  'conffoxandose  los  Labradores,  y  yezinoe  oyendo  laa  mnertes 
de  lo6  giuiados,  y  permda  de  laa  aementeras.'  Medina^  Chron,  S,  Diego^  55. 
Alegre  relates  sumlar  misery  in  Yucatan.  Hist,  Comp.  Jesus,  ii.  136.  See 
alao  Otlvts,  Rd,  Estad,,  1-2;  Mex,  BeL  Sum,,  1.  There  are  periodic  records 
of  famines  in  different  parts  of  the  country.  In  1610,  1616,  1625,  and  1629, 
they  extended  over  a  number  of  districts.  Oavo^  Tres  Sighs,  i.  254,  261, 
277;  I>ia;r%o,  Mtx.,  v.  139. 
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superabundance  which  was  disposed  of  to  their  own 
advantage.  So,  too,  these  imitators  of  their  masters, 
lying  in  wait  just  without  the  city,  forced  the  Ind- 
ians who  supplied  the  general  market  to  give  up,  at  a 
nominal  price,  the  scant  produce  of  their  toil  that  the 
spoilers  might  receive  the  profit.  Some  of  the  meat 
thus  obtained  was  retailed  at  an  exorbitant  price  in 
a  shop  established  in  the  palace  of  the  archbishop. 

The  crown  was  robbed  or  defrauded  of  its  dues  by 
the  royal  officials  and  their  friends.  Shipments  to 
Peru  of  prohibited  goods  brought  from  Manila  were 
made  openly,  and  were  productive  of  great  gain.  The 
supplies  sent  by  the  king  to  the  Philippines  were 
purchased  by  his  agents  at  twice  their  market  value, 
and  complaints  came  from  that  colony  of  their  poor 
quality,  or  rottenness,  as  well  as  of  scant  measure. 
At  the  treasury  it  was  the  custom  to  receive  for  the 
payment  of  dues  coin  or  silver  bullion  indifferently; 
the  oidores  and  the  treasury  officials,  substituting  the 
former  for  the  latter,  divided  among  themselves  a 
gain  of  three  reales  in  such  wares.  In  all  the  pueblos 
the  tax-collectors  speculated  with  the  royal  funds, 
which  they  withheld  from  the  treasury,  either  with- 
out a  shadow  of  excuse  or  on  the  ground  that  these 
sums  proceeded  from  partial  payments  of  taxes  which 
were  not  due  to  the  crown  until  those  piayments 
should  be  completed.  By  collusion  of  those  in  charge 
of  the  mines  and  the  traders  the  king  was  defrauded 
of  his  fifth. 

Religious  ministers  would  not  unfrequently  meddle 
in  these  affairs,  even  when  they  concerned  neither 
their  interests  nor  their  native  protdg^s.  On  the 
anniversary  of  the  fall  of  Mexico,  1618,  a  Jesuit  spoke 
in  his  sermon  rather  scathingly  of  the  conquerors  and 
especially  of  their  descendants,  as  corrupt,  unfit  to 
hold  office,  and  tyrannical  toward  the  Indians.  The 
remarks  were  probably  exaggerated  by  inimical  persons, 
who  caused  such  a  stir  in  the  matter  that  the  arch- 
bisliop  was  called  upon  to  arrest  the  preacher.     The 
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provincial  naturally  objected  to  so  stringent  an  inter- 
ference, and  caused  testimony  to  be  taken,  which  modi- 
fied the  expressions  and  induced  the  viceroy  to  release 
the  Jesuit,  only  to  embitter  the  already  unfriendly 
relations  between  the  civil  and  ecclesiastic  chiefs,  and 
to  rouse  fresh  feeling  against  the  society/^  Both 
clergy  and  friars  were  for  that  matter  infected  to  a 
great  extent  by  the  general  disorder,  and  engaged 
with  anything  but  meekness  in  disputes  concerning 
doctrines  and  other  affairs,  or  in  frequent  and  un- 
seemly bickering  concerning  the  election  of  prelates, 
in  which  respect  the  comparatively  quiet  Augustinians 
made  themselves  notorious  for  a  time.  Two  oidores 
were  accused  by  the  visitador  of  the  order  with  having 
harbored  mutinous  friars  and  sought  to  influence  him 
by  threats  and  bribes  to  promote  the  election  of  a 
provincial  favored  by  them.  In  the  report  and  counter 
report  on  this  subject  the  leading  men  of  the  country, 
including  the  archbishop,  were  called  on  to  testify.^* 
As  the  natural  consequence  of  all  this  iniquity 
among  the  rich  and  powerful,  the  lower  classes  gave 
themselves  up  to  such  wickedness  as  was  attainable 
to  them.  Drunkenness,  ever  prevalent,  had  increased 
to  a  frightful  extent,  and  was  accompanied  by  its 
usual  train  of  want  and  crimes.  The  church  itself 
seemed  powerless  to  check  infractions  of  the  law  which 
to  churchmen  have  ever  seemed  misdeeds  more  fla- 
grant than  murder.  Led  by  vicious  inclination  or 
driven  by  want,  idle  men  formed  themselves  into 
associations  of  bandits  which  infested  the  highways, 
and  which  made  life  and  property  insecure  even  in 
the  precincts  of  the  viceregal  palace.''^  Roused  at 
times  to  some  exhibition  of  interference,  Guadalcdzar 

'•  Th3  preacher  was  the  learned  and  eloquent  Cristobal  Gomez,  who  died 
in  1638.  Alegrt,  Hist,  Camp.  Jesus,  ii.  108,  207;  Mex.  Disturbios,  MS.,  i. 
669-76. 

^'  One  of  the  oidores  was  the  corrupt  Gaviria,  whom  we  shall  soon  meet. 
The  voluminous  testimony  in  this  case  is  given  in  Mex.  Disturhios,  MS.,  i. 
16-^,  289-01.  The  same  order  created  trouble  also  at  Ixmiquilpan  by  carry- 
ing off  from  the  mine  of  Guerrero  a  miraculous  image.  Id.,  55-119. 

"  'Tenia  el  alma  en  los  dientes.*  Orambila,  Tumultos. 
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succeeded  only  in  arraying  against  himself  now  the 
church,  now  the  oidores,  or  other  oflScials  whose  power 
and  influence  may  have  been  concerned.  Their  rep- 
resentations to  the  crown  must  have  had  some  effect, 
for  his  promotion  to  Peru  does  not  appear  to  have 
been  accompanied  by  the  customary  privilege  to 
govern  until  his  departure.  At  any  rate,  the  audi- 
encia  assumed  control/' 

*'  licendado  Jnan  Paez  de  Vallecillo  is  named  as  presiding  oidor,  assisted 
by  Galdos  de  Valencia  and  Oomez  Comejo,  but  Verzara  Gaviria  should  be 
added.  Mex,^  ReL  Svm.,  1;  Cavo,  Trt»  Sigloa,  i.  265;  Biherat  Oob,  Hex.,  L 
108.  It  has  been  said  that  Guadaldlzar left  Mexico  for  his  new  post  on 
March  14,  1621,  escorted  b^  the  audienciaand  other  bodies,  yetcmcvrit  TraL 
Hex.,  1.3;  but  several  official  reports  show  that  he  remained  till  Cklves 
arrived.  Oelves,  Eel,  E8tado,  1  etc.  '  Virrey  priuadamente  retirado,  todoeste 
tiompo  (nearly  a  year),  fnera  de  Palacio,  en  vna  casa  particular.*  Mex.,  Bel, 
Svm.y  1;  Sigilenza  y  Odngora,  Parayao  Occid,,  25-6.  He  ruled  for  seven 
years  in  Peru. 


CHAPTER   IL 

QUARREL  OF  THE  VICEROY  AND  ARCHBISHOP. 

1621-1624. 

Appointhxnt  or  Gelves  —  His  Eneboetio  and  Extensive  Refobms  — 
Which  are  Fobced  also  on  the  Clebot — Hostility  of  Gavibia 
AND  the  Reoidobes — Abchbishop  Sebna  Roused — Mobal  Laxity  in 
New  Spain — Abbest  of  Vabaez — Sebna  Intebpebes— The  Viceboy 
IS  ExcomiuKiCATED — Atotude  of  the  Oidobes— The  Papal  Dele- 
gate Plays  a  Pabt — ^Mobe  Anathemas — The  Pbelate  Fobces  Him- 
self   INTO    the    PbESENCB    OF    THE  AlTDIENCIA — He    IS    ExiLED  AND 

Cabbied  Away — ^Impbisonment  of  Repentant  Oidobes — ^A  Mexican 
A  Secret. 

While  not  aware  how  wide-spread  was  the  disorder 
in  New  Spain,  the  newly  enthroned  Felipe  IV.  felt 
convinced  that  reform  was  needed,  and  looked  about 
for  a  man  whose  character  and  attainments  should  fit 
him  for  the  task  of  restoring  order.  Such  a  one  soon 
presented  himself  in  the  person  of  Diego  Carrillo  de 
Mendoza  y  Pimentel,  second  son  of  the  marquis  of 
Tavara,  himself  conde  de  Priego  and  marques  de 
Gelves.*  For  many  years  the  marquis  had  governed 
Aragon,  and  was  actually  a  member  of  the  council  of 
war.  In  the  discharge  of  these  high  trusts  his  recti- 
tude and  love  of  justice  had  been  proven,  while 
personal  valor  was  common  to  those  of  his  princely 
house.  At  the  same  time  the  long  habit  of  command 
had  developed  a  disinclination  to  brook  any  question 
of  his  authority,  especially  where  the  extent  of  his 
jurisdiction  was  concerned,  and  advancing  age,  for 

^  He  was  also  a  knight  of  Santiago,  holding  the  commandery  of  Villa- 
nneva  de  la  Foente. 

Hm.  Mxz.,  Vol.  m.    8  ( 33  ) 
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his  years  were  more  than  sixty,  had  but  served  to 
strengthen  this  trait. 

The  usual  instructions  were  given  to  Gelves,  May 
11, 1621,  in  addition  to  certain  special  directions  from 
the  king.  Urged  to  hasten  his  departure,  he  em- 
barked at  Seville  the  3d  of  July,  in  a  vessel  of  the 
fleet  commanded  by  Juan  de  Benavides,  attended  by 
quite  a  slender  following  of  oflScials  and  dependants. 

After  a  prosperous  voyage  the  fleet  arrived  at  Vera 
Cruz  in  August,  and  the  marquis  entered  with  great 
energy  on  the  discharge  of  his  duties.  He  visited 
San  Juan  de  Uliia  and  the  fortifications  of  the  city 
itself,  giving  orders  for  the  repairs  which  he  deemed 
necessary.  Personally  he  inspected  the  king's  slaves, 
informing  himself  minutely  of  their  number  and  con- 
dition, and  ordering  that  they  should  be  employed 
only  in  the  royal  service,  and  under  no  circumstances 
in  that  of  oflScials,  or  of  private  individuals,  as  had 
been  customary.  Gelves,  having  made  these  and 
other  reforms  at  the  very  threshold  of  the  viceroy- 
alty,  went  on  with  the  work  all  along  the  road  to 
Mexico. 

Contrary  to  established  usage,  he  would  not  allow 
either  Spaniards  or  Indians,  at  the  places  where  halts 
were  made,  to  be  at  the  least  expense  for  the  enter- 
tainment of  himself  and  his  retinue,  peremptorily 
ordering  that  everything  should  be  paid  for  at  the 
highest  current  value.  Nor  would  he  receive  gratu- 
itously gifts  suggested  by  the  hospitality  of  the  people 
or  those  oflfered  to  him  by  the  many  anxious  to  curry 
favor  with  a  new  ruler.  In  this  respect  he  made  the 
rule  inflexible  during  his  whole  term  of  oflSce,  for  his 
servants  as  well  as  for  himself.  The  fame  of  the 
marquis  preceded  him,  and  on  his  arrival  at  Mexico, 
on  the  21st  of  September,  he  was  received  with  great 
pomp. 

His  inauguration  was  made  particularly  brilliant 
by  the  elaborate  ceremonies  and  rejoicings  which  at- 
tended the  swearing  of  allegiance  to  the  new  king,  an 
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event  deferred  till  this  time,  and  leading  to  prolonged 
festivities  throughout  Spanish  domains.^  There  was 
a  significance  in  it  all  more  than  usual  in  a  corona- 
tion, for  Felipe  III.  had  not  only  shown  himself  inca- 
pable, but  under  his  rule  Spain  had  suffered  many 
humiliations,  under  which  she  was  rapidly  descending 
from  the  high  position  attained  during  the  golden 
rule  of  Ferdinand  and  Isabella,  and  sustained  by 
Charles  and  Philip.  The  opening  acts  of  Felipe  IV. 
who  ascended  the  throne  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  no  less 
than  his  generous  and  reflective  disposition,  gave 
promise  of  better  things;  but  the  unformed  youth  fell 
too  early  into  the  hands  of  scheming  courtiers  and  his 
nobler  instincts  were  perverted.  He  yielded  too  much 
to  the  fascinations  of  literature  and  less  commendable 
pursuits,  while  the  administration  was  surrendered  to 
ineflScient  and  corrupt  favorites,  who  accelerated  the 
descent  of  Spanish  prosperity  and  influence. 

The  reform  measures  of  Selves  on  the  way  to  the 
capital  had  there  roused  the  most  conflicting  senti- 
ments, for,  while  honest  patriotism  hailed  the  coming 
of  so  just  a  governor,  the  placemen  and  their  allies 
apprehended  disaster,  and  they  were  not  wrong.  The 
viceroy  soon  instituted  an  examination  and  found  pub- 
lic afiairs  in  a  condition  of  shameless  disorder.  The 
evil  was  greater  than  either  the  monarch  or  himself 
had  thought.  Permitted  an  abnormal  growth  under 
the  lax  administration  of  Guadalcdzar,  it  had  spread 
everywhere  in  the  land,  and  its  roots  had  struck  deep 
in  a  congenial  soil.  With  the  energy  to  be  expected 
of  him  the  marquis  undertook  reform.  His  capabil- 
ity for  work  was  great,  and  he  found  at  the  outset  that 
he  must  attend  personally  to  many  things  from  the 
consideration  of  which  his  subordinates  should  have 
relieved  him.  At  Mexico  it  had  ever  been  a  current 
saying  that  in  keeping  the  friars  and  the  Indians  in 

'  *  El  resto  del  afio  se  paso  en  fiestas  no  solo  en  la  capital,  sino  tambien  en 
todas  las  ciudades  y  villas  de  aquel  nuevo  mundo.*  Cavo^  Tres  Siglos,  i.  265- 
6.  This  and  some  other  authors  assume  that  the  long  preceding  mourning 
was  ordered  daring  an  interregnum  under  the  audiencia. 
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order  a  viceroy  had  his  hands  full;  Gelves  accom- 
plished more  in  a  week  than  others  in  a  month.  But 
this  very  excess  of  zeal  wrought  his  own  undoing. 
The  land  was  indeed  in  want  of  cultivation;  was  it 
for  him  who  put  his  hand  to  the  plough  to  foresee 
that  thorns,  not  kindly  fruits,  would  be  the  harvest? 
In  his  eagerness  the  marquis  did  not  reflect  that  the 
great  extent  of  newly  settled  New  Spain  was  totally 
unlike  his  compact  Uttle  government  of  Aragon,  and, 
though  he  had  crossed  it,  he  was  unmindful  of  the 
broad  ocean  rolling  between  a  colonial  viceroy  and  the 
master  whose  strengthening  hand  might  at  any  time 
be  needed.  Most  of  all  he  forgot,  as  will  be  seen, 
that  sweeping  reforms,  such  as  that  attempted  by  the 
strong  man  in  the  temple,  not  infrequently  involve  in 
common  ruin  reformer  and  reformed. 

New  Spain  awoke  to  consciousness  of  the  fact  that 
she  had  a  ruler  of  ability  and  courage  sufficient  to 
redress  wrongs  and  punish  evil-doers.  Gelves  visited 
the  prisons,  and  at  times  sat  in  judgment  in  the 
courts.  He  caused  delayed  business  to  be  despatched 
promptly,  ordering  that  in  matters  of  justice  no  dis- 
tinction should  be  made  between  the  rich  and  the 
poor,  and  insisted  that  no  magistrate  should  sit  in 
any  case  wherein  he  was  interested.  He  was  acces- 
sible always  to  those  who  had  complaints  to  make, 
and  his  servants  were  bidden  never  to  deny  him  to 
the  weak  and  friendless.  Criminals  who,  though 
under  sentence,  were  at  large,  he  caused  to  be 
arrested  and  punished,  while  such  as  were  unjustly 
detained  in  prison  were  released.  He  ferreted  male- 
factors who  through  official  negligence  or  wilful  igno- 
rance had  gone  unsuspected.  In  some  instances  it 
came  out  that  certain  official  personages  were  sharers 
in  the  fruits  of  robbery.  These,  also,  were  punished, 
but  in  causing  this  to  be  done  Gelves  gained  the 
enmity  of  others  high  in  station  who  were  their 
patrons.'     He  forbade  the  exercise  of  gubernatorial 

'  AmoDg  these  the  foUowlDg  were  among  the  most  noteworthy  instances: 


CHARACTER  OP  GELVES.  37 

powers  in  the  release  of  prisoners,  and  ordered  that 
all  such  matters  should  be  referred  to  him  for  decision. 
The  license  to  carry  fire-arms  was  prohibited  to  all 
save  persons  of  good  character,  and  stringent  meas- 
ures were  adopted  for  the  suppression  of  drunkenness, 
gambling,  and  other  vices.  The  growing  insolence 
of  the  free  negroes  and  half-breeds  was  checked  by 
compelling  them  to  register  in  their  respective  districts, 
to  pay  taxes,  and  to  earn  their  living,  such  as  were 
incorrigible  being  banished  or  enrolled  in  the  militia. 
This  efficient  mounted  force  moved  with  great  celer- 
ity, and,  being  well  informed  by  spies  of  the  move- 
ments of  bandits,  was  able  to  make  its  blows  eflfective. 
Arrest  was  supplemented  swiftly  by  punishment,  and 
highway  robbery  was  completely  at  an  end.  "  It  is 
doubtful,"  says  Cavo,  "  whether  since  the  conquest  so 
many  criminals  had  been  executed"  as  during  this 
brief  administration.*  Gelves  earned  fairly  the  ap- 
pellation of '  juez  severo,'  or  inflexible  judge. 

He  compelled  absentee  alcaldes  mayores,  corregi- 
dores,  and  justicias  to  return  to  their  jurisdictions. 
He  put  a  stop  to  the  sale  of  votes  on  the  part  of  the 
ayuntamientos,  a  practice  which  obtained  very  gener- 
ally in  cities  and  villas  distant  from  the  capital,  re- 
quiring that  lists  of  eligible  persons  should  be  sent  to 
him  that  he  might  select  the  names  of  those  to  be 
voted  for — ^the  selection  being  made  only  after  favor- 
able inquiry  concerning  the  character  of  the  person 
proposed.  He  compelled  those  who  had  embezzled 
the  funds  of  the  public  granary  to  disgorge  a  certain 
amount  of  their  plunder,  and  in  the  king's  name  took 

The  assayer's  stamp,  used  for  marking  the  weight  and  value  of  bars  of  silver, 
had  been  counterfeited,  and  the  authorities  were  unable  to  discover  the 
counterfeiters.  Gelves  took  the  matter  in  hand,  and  the  guilty  were  arrested, 
tried,  and  condemned,  by  a  c^dula  dated  June  15,  1622,  to  be  strangled  and 
burned  at  the  stake.  Mex. ,  Rel.  del  Est^id, ,  4.  Before  Gelves*  arrival  the  treas- 
ury at  Mexico  had  been  entered  forcibly,  and  some  8,000  pesos  abstracted 
therefrom.  In  an  arbitrary  manner  proceedings  had  been  begun  against  the 
treasury  officials,  who  complained  to  the  viceroy  of  the  injustice.  By  his 
exertions  the  persons  really  guilty  of  the  crime  were  discovered  and  punished. 
Mex.,  Bd,  Svm,,  2, 

*'Lo6  caminos  de  la  Kueva  Espafia  estaban  inundados  de  salteadores.' 
Tre$  Siglos,  L  266. 
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possession  of  two  other  deposits  belonging  to  regidores 
of  the  capital.  By  these  means,  and  by  the  expen- 
diture of  ten  thousand  pesos  of  his  own,  wherewith  he 
made  purchases  in  the  neighboring  provinces,  he  accu- 
mulated a  considerable  store  of  grain.*  He  broke  up 
effectually  the  trade  in  contraband  goods  between  Aca- 
pulco  and  Peru.  While  this  was  a-doing  it  was  found 
that  members  of  the  consulado  had  been  concerned, 
some  of  them  openly,  in  these  practices.®  He  removed 
the  royal  officials  having  charge  of  the  supplies  for  the 
Philippines,  putting  clean-handed  men  in  their  places, 
and  in  consequence  the  amount  of  supplies  sent  to  that 
colony  was  greater  than  ever  before.^- 

He  checked  immediately  all  pilfering  of  the  royal 
treasury,  banishing  from  the  mines  the  foreigners  and 
others  who  had  defrauded  the  revenue,  ordering  that 
all  money  received  for  taxes  should  be  sent  at  once 
to  Mexico,  and  putting  an  end  to  other  practices  by 
which  so  much  of  the  king's  money  had  remained  in 
the  hands  of  dishonest  officials.®  Owinof  to  these 
reforms  in  the  management  of  the  treasury  the  vice- 
roy was  enabled  to  send  an  increased  amount  of 
money  to  Spain,  where  at  this  time  it  was  sorely 

*  He  also  ordered  that  maize  should  not  be  fed  to  cattle  within  fourteen 
leagues  of  Mexico  and  ten  of  Pueblo,  and  that  throughout  the  viceroyalty 
the  price  of  this  staple  should  not  be  more  than  twenty  reales  the  fancga. 
Abundance  soon  brought  the  price  down  to  less  than  this,  and  it  sold  as  low 
as  sixteen  reales.  This  public  benefaction  was  acknowledged  by  the  cabildo 
of  Mexico,  in  a  formal  manner,  toward  the  close  of  1623.  Mex.,  ReL  del 
Futad.y  7-8.  The  viceroy  also  ordered  that  Juan  Juarez,  fiscal  of  the  audien- 
cia,  should  be  present  at  the  granary,  at  certain  determined  hours  daily,  for 
the  purpose  of  seeing  that  the  poor  were  imjmrtially  treated.  He  caused  the 
butclier-shops  of  the  archiepiscopal  palace  to  be  closed  and  prohibited  the  sale 
of  all  articles  of  food  at  the  exorbitant  prices  hitherto  prevailing.  Orambita, 
Tumultosy  MS.,  3. 

^  In  the  prosecutions  growing  out  of  this  matter  the  viceroy  allowed  no 
appeal;  this  was  afterward  qualmed  as  an  act  of  tyranny  by  the  audiencia  in 
their  answer  of  February  8,  1624,  to  Gelves'  protest  from  his  cell  in  the  con- 
vent of  San  Francisco.  Mex.,  Bel,  Svm.,  15. 

^  In  1622  the  value  of  these  supplies  was  nine  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
and  in  the  following  year  two  thirds  of  that  amount.  Mex,,  Rel.  del  Estad.y  5. 

^Gelves  had  been  told  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  recover  money  turned 
into  the  treasury  in  partial  payment  of  taSres.  On  investigation  it  was 
found  that  there  "waa  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  million  of  dollars  thus  owing, 
some  of  it  since  1598,  and  of  this  amount  about  one  half  was  recovered.  Jfeo?., 
liel  del  Estad.,  4. 
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needed.  After  paying  all  the  expenses  of  administer- 
ing the  viceroyalty  and  meeting  the  cost  of  supplies 
sent  to  Manila,  a  million  of  pesos  was  sent  to  the 
king  in  1622,  and  a  million  and  a  half  in  the  follow- 
ing year.^ 

The  marquis  was  a  religious  man  and  his  respect 
for  the  clergy  was  sincere.  To  the  archbishop  he 
spoke  privily,  regretting  the  dissensions  which  rent 
atwain  brethren  who  should  dwell  in  harmony.  He 
also  begged  the  prelate  to  cease  the  unseemly  prac- 
tice of  receiving  gifts  from  suitors  in  the  ecclesiastical 
court,  and  to  reform  other  abuses.^®  He  restrained 
the  inquisitors  from  intermeddling  in  temporal  mat- 
ters not  within  their  jurisdiction.  As  far  as  he  was 
able  to  exercise  control  he  saw  that  offices  in  the  re- 
ligious orders  were  held  by  men  fitted  for  their  several 
positions. 

Convinced  by  the  frequent  complaints  of  the  Ind- 
ians that  the  appointment  of  secular  clergymen  as 
doctrineros  instead  of  friars  would  be  detrimental  to 
interests  of  the  crown  also,  the  viceroy  ordered  that 
the  latter  should  be  retained  in  the  doctrinas,  and 
that  in  the  future  only  friars  should  be  appointed  to 
them.  In  this  matter  the  viceroy  was  certainly  not 
strictly  impartial.  Moreover  in  this  action  he  un- 
doubtedly laid  the  foundation  for  an  accusation  which 
afterwara  his  enemies  were  only  too  glad  to  make. 
WJiile  his  action  in  the  premises  had  its  origin,  unde- 
niably, in  a  spirit  of  just  kindness  to  the  Indians — for 
to  have  substituted  for  the  friars  to  whom  they  were 

'  This  was  more  than  had  been  sent  heretofore  in  any  corresponding  period. 
GrambUa,  TumultoSy  MS.,  10;  if  ear.,  Bel.  delEstad.,  5. 

*^The  abuse  of  the  privilege  of  sanctuary  was  notorious,  and  criminals 
availed  themselves  of  false  witnesses  in  order  to  prove  that  they  were  entitled 
to  it.  Gelves  required  the  fiscal  to  use  every  diligence  in  order  to  arrive  at 
the  truth  in  these  matters.  One  Juan  de  Rincon  having  brought  forward  11 
witnesses  to  prove  his  right  to  immunity,  on  the  testimony  of  29  others  these 
men  were  shown  to  have  forsworn  themselves,  and  were  condemned  to  penal 
servitude  at  Manila.  They  were  sent  out  of  the  city  together  with  other 
convicts;  but  notwithstanding  the  opposition  of  the  viceroy,  the  audiencia, 
on  the  ground  that  the  sentence  was  excessive,  caused  them  to  be  brought 
back,  and  finally  they  went  unwhipped  of  justice.  Mex.,  ReU  Svm,,  2. 
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with  reason  attached  secular  clergymen  ignorant  of 
their  tongues  and  customs  alike,  would  have  been 
tantamount  to  cruelty — it  was  nevertheless  in  conflict 
with  the  provisions  of  royal  c^dulas.  Father  Bar- 
tolomd  de  Burguillos,  his  confessor,  was  a  friar  of 
San  Diego,  and  possibly  his  counsels  had  sufficient 
weight  with  the  marquis  to  induce  him  thus  to  slight 
the  wish  of  the  sovereign  frequently  expressed." 

The  course  of  the  nmrquis  was  commended  by  the 
upright,  but  these  were  far  less  in  number  than  the 
vicious,  and  the  number  of  his  enemies  increased 
daily.  Those  high  in  place,  accustomed  to  have  their 
own  way  in  matters  of  government,  were  offended  at 
the  summary  clipping  of  their  wings.  In  public  they 
contented  themselves  with  shrugs  and  with  fingers 
laid  aside  the  nose,  while  privately  they  spoke  in 
open  anger,  and  fostered  a  hatred  to  the  all-uncon- 
scious object  thereof  that  merely  bided  its  time  for 
throwing  off  the  mask.  Occasionally,  however,  re- 
sentment overcame  prudence. 

Pedro  de  Vergara  Gaviria,  the  senior  oidor,  was  a 
self-willed  man,  who  after  the  brief  taste  of  power 
enjoyed  before  the  arrival  of  Gelves  had  become  un- 
fitted to  play  the  subordinate.  He  had  easily  become 
chief  among  his  fellows,  and  was  not  at  all  inclined 
to  brook  the  restraint  imposed  upon  him  by  the  just 
though  severe  measures  of  the  viceroy.  Gelves, 
always  courteous  in  his  treatment  of  members  of  the 
audiencia  and  the  cabildo,  went  further  than  neces- 
sary in  useless  attempts  to  make  a  friend  of  this  man, 
who  on  his  part  seemed  to  consider  all  the  favors  of 
the  marquis  as  so  many  marks  of  weakness.  Gelves 
made  him  his  asesor  in  matters  relating  to  war,  and 
Gaviria's  inclination  to  absolutism  readily  induced  him 
to  fall  into  the  habit  of  giving  orders  without  having 
troubled  himself  to  consult  the  viceroy.     To  this  the 

^*  For  the  provisions  of  many  different  cddulas,  too  numerous  for  insertion 
here,  see  Jiecop.  de  Jnd.y  in  the  titles  of  book  first  relating  to  cl^rigos,  re- 
ligiosos,  doctrineros,  and  doctrinas. 
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latter  very  properly  objected. ^^  But  the  asesor  went 
on  in  this  insubordinate  fashion  until  Gelves  found 
himself  constrained  to  order  that  he  should  be  con- 
fined to  his  own  house." 

This  unruly  spirit  was  comncion  among  high  oflBcials. 
On  a  certain  day  of  solemn  observance  some  of  the 
regidores  ordered  that  their  chairs  should  not  be  taken 
to  the  cathedral,  whither  it  was  their  duty  to  accom- 
pany the  viceroy  and  the  other  corporations,  alleging 
as  an  excuse  for  their  conduct  some  unsettled  question 
of  precedence  with  the  royal  oflScials.  Noticing  their 
absence,  and  informed  of  the  cause,  the  viceroy  ordered 
their  attendance,  without  prejudice  to  their  rights, 
real  or  fancied.  Nevertheless  they  did  not  make  their 
appearance.  Gelves,  after  consultation  with  the  audi- 
encia,  sent  a  corregidor  to  arrest  them  in  case  of  a 
continued  refusal  to  obey.  Persisting  in  their  dis- 
obedience, they  were  put  under  arrest  m  the  casas  de 
cahildoy  or  city  hall.^*  The  justices  and  others  in 
office  had  each  his  grievance.  Some  of  these  were 
incensed  because  the  peculations  of  which  they  had 
been  guilty,  and  which  for  so  long  a  time  they  had 
practised  with  impunity,  were  punished  by  dismissal 
from  office.  Others  again  gave  themselves  up  to  the 
resentment  felt  by  little  minds  because  the  crimes 
which  they  had  been  unable  to  discover  were  brought 
to  light  through  the  exertions  of  the  viceroy.     The 

i>  On  a  oertais  occasion,  haTing  received  one  of  these  reproofs,  Gaviria,  in 
the  viceroy's  ante-chamber  and  in  the  presence  of  several  persons,  snatched 
from  the  hand  of  the  secretary  the  papers  to  which  objection  had  been  made 
and  tore  them  in  pieces,  exclaiming  petulantly  that  he  would  not  continue  in 
office  if  he  were  not  allowed  his  way  in  all  things.  Mex.j  Rel.  Svni.y  2. 

"In  the  letter  of  the  cabildo  of  Mexico  to  the  king,  dated  February  19, 
1624,  in  which  an  account  was  given  of  the  riot  of  the  preceding  month,  it  is 
asserted  that  Gaviria's  imprisonment  was  entirely  owing  to  his  having  allowed 
to  be  read  before  the  audiencia  certain  petitions  of  some  friar  of  La  Merced 
complaining  of  their  vicar-geueral,  Fray  Juan  Gomez,  a  great  favorite  of  the 
viceroy.  Jlex,,  Cartas  de  la  ciudad  d  S.  M.,  in  Doc.  Hist.  Mex.,  s<5rio  ii.  torn, 
iii.  130.  In  another  letter  of  the  same  date,  in  which  the  cabildo  recommends 
Gaviria,  and  Dv  Galdos  de  Valencia,  another  oidor  whom  Gelves  had  found  it 
necessary  to  remove  from  office,  to  the  royal  favor,  it  is  stated  that  the  im- 
prisonment of  the  former  lasted  for  eighteen  months.  /</.,  171-2. 

'*  Thence,  however,  they  rallied  at  their  will,  in  order  to  inveigh  in  public 
•gainst  the  marquis.  Mex,^  Rd.  del  £^tad.,  2. 
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friars  took  umbrage  because  of  what  they  considered 
an  unwarranted  meddling  of  the  viceroy  in  their 
elections.  The  Jesuits  were  aggrieved  that  their 
attempt  on  the  doctrinas  had  met  with  signal  failure, 
and  these  restless  intriguers  immediately  addressed 
themselves  to  the  work  of  undoing  Gelves  as  they 
had  undermined  others." 

By  far  the  most  formidable  of  the  enemies  of  the 
marquis  was  the  archbishop,  Juan  Perez  de  la  Serna, 
a  man  who  from  the  position  of  can6nigo  magistral 
of  Zamora  had  in  1613  been  appointed  to  succeed  the 
deplored  prelate- viceroy  Guerra  as  head  of  the  church 
in  New  Spain."  He  proved  zealous  in  extending 
spiritual  administration  through  curacies  and  convents, 
striving  to  bring  into  greater  veneration  sacred  places 
and  relics,  and  to  practise  charity ^^  in  a  manner  that 
brought  him  in  contact  with  the  poor  and  assisted  to 
make  him  popular  with  the  masses.  Among  the  rich 
and  the  officials  he  found  less  welcome,  owing  partly 
to  his  persevering  efforts  for  episcopal  rights,^^  partly 
to  the  enforcement  of  a  stricter  morality  among  the 
higher  classes.  The  unseemly  strife  between  friars 
and  clergy,  and  the  loose  conduct  of  many  of  them, 
greatly  encouraged  an  irreligious  feeling  among  those 
whose  means  lured  them  from  austerity  and  strict 
rules  to  a  life  of  ease  and  free  indulgence,  and  to  laxity 
even  in  sacred  matters.  Painters,  for  instance,  made 
efforts  to  present  church  ceremonials  in  a  ridiculous 

^^The  venom  of  one  of  them  appears  in  a  manuscript  in  my  possession 
copied  from  the  original  in  the  collection  of  Gavangos.  Although  it  is  anony- 
mous there  is  sufficient  internal  evidence  to  show  that  it  was  the  work  of  a 
Jesuit.  Helacion  de  un  estupendo  y  monstruo  casOt  in  Mexico  y  sua  disturbioB,  i. 

C31-57. 

^^  He  was  bom  at  Cervera,  studied  at  Sigilenza  and  Valladolid,  became  a 
professor  at  Durango,  and  in  1597  can6nigo  magistral  of  the  church  at  Zamora, 
a  position  won  from  nine  competitors  *grandes.*  On  January  18,  1613,  ho 
was  appointed  archbishop.  Vetancvrty  Trot.  Mex.,24;  Gonzalez  DdvilOf  TecUro 
Ecles.,  i.  45;  ConcUios  Prov.,  1555-65,  216-17. 

^^  All  charities  being  given  by  his  own  hands,  *  porque  dezia  ser  mucha  la 
diferencia  que  ay,  de  oir  la  miseria  del  pobre  en  relacion,  &  verla  por  vista.' 
Gonzalez  Ddvila,  Teatro  Ecles.,  L  45. 

**  Among  other  troubles  was  the  attempt  by  officials  to  deprive  him  of  the 
procuracion  tribute  given  bv  towns  and  >illages  visited  by  the  prelate.  Gage 
gives  his  income  at  S},000  ducats  a  year.    Voy,  (Amst.  1720),  L  201. 
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aspect,  or  they  painted  lewd  persons  with  the  attri- 
butes and  dress  of  saints.  During  lent  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  capital  used  to  perform  pilgrimage  to  a 
place  called  the  Humilladero,  on  foot  and  in  silent 
meditation.  When  Serna  came  he  found  that  this 
journey  of  penance  had  been  transformed  into  a  car- 
nival march,  wherein  the  wealthy  appeared  in  car- 
riages, and  others  in  convivial  groups,  all  bent  on 
enjoyment.  To  this  the  prelate  sought  to  put  a  stop, 
under  threat  of  excommunication,  and  he  also  did  his 
best  to  check  drunkenness  and  other  vices,  though 
herein  the  corrupt  and  unfriendly  officials  under  the 
weak  Guadalcdzar  offered  no  assistance. 

The  zealous  introduction  of  reforms  by  Gelves  had 
at  first  won  the  admiring  cooperation  of  Serna/^  but 
w  hen  he  found  them  extending  too  far  within  ecclesi- 
astic precincts  impatience  turned  into  open  hostility, 
for  the  prelate  was  exceedingly  jealous  concerning  his 
prerogatives,  and  possessed  of  a  stubbornness  which 
readily  developed  into  unreasonable  zeal.  He  took 
in  dudgeon  the  well  meant  counsels  concerning  the 
reform  of  abuses  in  the  ecclesiastical  court,  and  his 
resentment  was  increased  by  the  decision  in  the  mat- 
ter of  doctrinas.  On  several  occasions  he  forgot  the 
dignity  of  his  station,  and  that  the  viceroy  was  the 

Personal  representative  of  the  king  whom  both  served, 
n  the  palaces  of  the  great,  tale-bearers  are  never 
lacking,  and  reports  of  the  prelatic  outbursts  lost 
nothing  in  the  recital,  but  Gelves,  desiring  to  avoid  a 
rupture,  took  no  notice  of  them.  This  moderation, 
however,  did  not  produce  the  effect  desired,  for  the 
prelate  began  not  only  to  censure  the  acts  of  the  vice- 
roy with  unseemly  freedom,  but  to  lean  openly  to  the 
cause  of  those  opposed  to  him,  as  though  a  formal 
compact  had  been  entered  into  between  them. 

Thus,  in  the  short  space  of  two  years  Gelves,  while 
he  had  restored  in  a  signal  manner  the  outward  ob- 
servance of  the  law,  had  failed  to  establish  order 

1*  See  his  letters  in  Doc,  Hist,  Mex,,  s^e  ii.  torn.  ii.-iii.,  passim. 
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where  order  was  most  needed,  and  at  the  close  of 
1623  he  found  arrayed  against  him  the  archbishop  and 
the  friars,  the  audiencia  and  the  cabildo  of  Mexico. 
The  lower  class  of  the  people  knew  no  will  but  that 
of  the  church,  when  that  will  was  signified ;  the  upper 
class,  composed  almost  entirely  of  men  with  but  a 
single  interest,  that  of  plundering  the  royal  treasury, 
was  manipulated  by  the  two  great  corporations. 
Against  such  a  combination  any  man  protected  only 
by  an  autocrat  six  thousand  miles  away  must  have 
been  powerless,  and  it  needed  but  the  most  trivial 
circumstance  to  bring  about  an  outbreak.  The  occa- 
sion was  not  long  wanting. 

In  September  1622,  Manuel  Soto,  a  person  em- 
ployed at  the  public  granary  of  Mexico,  denounced  to 
the  viceroy  Melchor  Perez  de  Varaez,  alcalde  mayor 
of  Metepec,^  accusing  him  of  forcing  the  Indians  of 
his  jurisdiction  to  purchase  grain  of  him  at  an  exor- 
bitant price,  and  to  sell  to  him  their  cattle  and  produce 
at  merely  nominal  rates,  as  well  as  of  other  oppressive 
acts.  The  viceroy  caused  the  charges  to  be  investi- 
gated, and  the  proofs  being  irrefutable,  ordered  the 
less  important  to  be  made  grounds  of  action  in  Mexico 
while  the  more  grave  he  referred  to  the  India  council. 
Meanwhile  Varaez  had  been  under  arrest  in  a  private 
house,  and  Gelves  now  ordered  that,  under  bonds,  he 
should  be  given  the  freedom  of  the  city.  Varaez 
demurred  to  this,  alleging  that  bonds  should  not  be 
exacted  from  him  for  a  cause  so  trivial,  but  the  vice- 
roy peremptorily  ordered  compliance,^^  and  referred 

'°  The  connt  of  La  Cortina  sa^s  that  his  jurisdiction  was  that  of  Ixtlahuaca. 
Doc.  Hist,  Mex.j  s^rie  il  torn.  lii.  62;  Alcaraz,  in  Liceo  Mex.,  ii.  122,  makes 
the  same  mistaken  statement.  The  two  places  are  near  to  one  another. 
Varaez  was  a  person  of  some  consequence  and  a  knight  of  Santiago.  Sosa, 
Espicop,  Mex. ,  60.  He  was  the  intimate  friend  of  the  powerful  oidores  Pedro 
de  Vergara  Gaviria  and  Galdos  de  Valencia,  who  through  their  influence 
with  their  associates  in  that  body  had  procured  for  him  on  appointment  as 
corregidor  of  Mexico.  The  fiscal  had  claimed  that  he  could  not  hold  both 
offices.  On  appeal  to  the  India  Council  that  body  decided  that  he  was  incom- 
petent, and  condemned  the  oidores  to  pay  each  a  fine  of  one  hundred  ducados. 
They  resisted  payment,  but  Gelves,  who  had  arrived  meanwhile,  compelled 
them  to  pay  it.  Mex.,  Rel.  Svm.j  8;  Doc.  Hist.  Mex.,  s6rie  ii.  torn.  iii.  62-.3. 

'^Varaez  idleged  further  that  his  denouncer  was  an  insignificant  muktto 
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the  cause  to  the  oidor  Alonso  Vazquez  de  Cisne- 
ros.^ 

The  proceedings  went  on  too  slowly  to  suit  the 
humor  of  the  marquis.  After  consultation  with  his 
legal  adviser,  Luis  de  Herrera,  but  without  the  con- 
currence of  the  audiencia,  he  ordered  the  case  to  be 
referred  to  the  fiscal  of  Panamd,  Juan  de  Alvarado 
Bracamonte,  who  had  just  come  from  Manila.  Braca- 
nionte  proceeded  with  activity,  sending  Sancho  de 
Baraona,  a  clerk  of  the  audiencia,  to  the  province  of 
Metepec  to  collect  additional  evidence.  To  the  new 
referee  Varaez  objected,  and  the  viceroy  ordered 
Francisco  Enriquez  de  Avila,  a  corregidor  of  Mexico, 
to  sit  with  him.  These  judges  deemed  it  advisable 
to  exact  from  the  accused  a  bond  to  answer  to  any 
judgment  they  might  render,  and  Varaez,  fearing  lest 
he  might  be  again  imprisoned,  sword  in  hand  and 
accompanied  by  dependants,  entered  a  coach  and 
hastened  to  claim  sanctuary  at  the  convent  of  Santo 
Domingo.  Almost  simultaneously  the  judges  sen- 
tenced him  to  pay  a  fine  of  sixty  thousand  pesos,  and 
to  perpetual  banishment  from  the  Indies. 

Shortly  afterward,  Soto  having  alleged  that  Varaez 
contemplated  fleeing  to  Spain,  guards  were  placed  at 
the  door  of  his  cell,  and  all  communication  with  him 
was  forbidden.  He  contrived,  however,  that  a  memo- 
rial should  reach  the  archbishop,  in  which  it  was 
claimed  that  the  presence  of  the  guards  was  in  viola- 
tion of  the  right  of  sanctuary.^    The  ecclesiastical 

unworthy  of  credence.  What  he  and  his  friends  felt  the  most  was  that  the 
Ticerov  would  not  allow  these  to  be  his  judges,  and  that  undoubtedly  he  would 
be  obliged  to  return  to  his  jurisdiction.  In  this  way  their  trading  operations 
would  come  to  an  end.  Id,,  Mex,  Bel,  Svm,,  4. 

''  He  had  arrived  recently  from  Spain,  and  bore  the  reputation  of  being 
an  honest  man.  For  two  months  he  refused  to  accept  the  charge,  but  tlie 
viceroy  compelled  him  to  do  so.  Soto  alleged  that  Cisneros  was  not  impartial 
in  this  matter,  since  he  was  an  intimate  fnend  of  Gaviria  and  his  guest.  Ubi 
9up.,  and  AlcaraZf  in  Liceo  Mex.,  ii.  123. 

^  That  the  prelate  himself  visited  Varaez,  as  is  stated  by  the  author  of  the 
Jieladon  Svmarktf  seems  extremely  improbable.  Still  the  circumstance  is 
also  mentioned  by  the  conde  de  la  Cortina:  *  y  con  estruendo  y  aparato  y  11- 
cenciofla  ostentacion,  y  visitando  al  retraido,  volvia  d  su  casa  mas  prendado, 
y  dado  el  filo  &  los  aceros.'    The  count  abo  states  that  Varaez  objected  to  the 
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judge  ordered  that  the  guards  should  be  removed 
within  two  days,  a  demand  to  which  the  civil  judges 
refused  to  accede  because  Varaez,  having  in  effect 
broken  jail,  was  not  entitled  to  sanctuary.     If  the 

Eoint  were  not  well  taken  it  was  certainly  debatable ; 
ut  the  archbishop,  taking  the  case  out  of  the  hands 
of  his  provisor,  excommunicated  Soto,  the  judges,  the 
guards,  and  even  the  counsel  employed  by  them.  The 
persons  so  excommunicated  immediately  appealed  to 
the  audiencia,  and  in  accordance  with  the  royal  pro- 
vision governing  such  cases,  sentence  was  suspended, 
and  absolution  ad  reincidentiam  given  at  first  for 
twenty  days  and  then  for  a  further  period  of  fifteen.^* 
A  few  days  afterward  Grelves  called  upon  the  arch- 
bishop to  send  the  notary  to  him  that  he  might  be 
purged  of  contempt.  After  repeated  instances  the 
prelate  reluctantly  consented  to  do  so.  The  notary 
appeared  before  the  viceroy  accompanied  by  the  arch- 
bishop's secretary,  whom  the  marquis  immediately 
dismissed,  in  a  very  discourteous  manner,  as  was 
afterward  alleged  by  the  prelate.^  The  notarv  made 
certain  important  statements,  but  these  bemg  re- 
duced to  writing  he  refused  to  sign  the  deposition 
without  permission  from  his  prelate.  For  this  he 
was  adjudged  guilty  of  contumacy,  and,  being  con- 
demned to  loss  of  property  and  banishment,  he  was 
taken  to  San  Juan  de  Uliia  that  he  might  be  sent  to 
Spain.^ 

giiards  only  because  of  the  expense  occasioned  to  him  by  their  presence. 
Dor,  Ilhf.  Mex.f  s^rie  ii.  torn.  iii.  645;  Mex.^  Bel.  5rm.,  5.  In  the  matter  of 
the  right  of  sanctuary  civil  authorities  in  Spain  had  issued  a  number  of  ex- 
emptions which  greatly  restricted  the  privilege. 

''*  The  archbishop  demanded  a  copy  of  certain  orders  from  the  clerk  of  the 
audiencia,  C.  de  Osorio,  and  being  denied  he  excommunicated  him. 

''•Hi  elves  was  attended  by  Herrera,  Bracamonte,  Father  Burguillos,  and 
Baraona.  These  men,  together  with  the  vicar  of  La  Merced,  some  superiors 
of  the  religious  orders,  and  a  few  others,  were  the  viceroy's  trusted  advisers. 
Father  Alonso  de  Villaroel,  a  priest  who  afterward  testified  in  support  of  the 
archbishop's  side  of  the  controversy,  calls  them:  *  aquellos  malos  cristianos 
de  8U8  consejeros  aduladores. .  .que  le  ensanaban  y  le  adulaban  y  le  dieron 
per  consejo  dici^ndole  que  ^1  era  legado  del  Papa  en  las  Indias  y  rev  en  ellas, 
y  asi  pmlia  hacer  en  nombre  de  S.  M.  lo  que  quisiese  en  las  Indias. '  Doc 
IJisL  Mcx. ,  s6rie  ii.  tom.  iL  356. 

'°  The  cabildo  of  Mexico,  in  the  letter  to  which  reference  has  been  made, 
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This  act  of  the  viceroy  was  undoubtedly  legal,  but 
the  archbishop  immediately  declared  that  he  had  in- 
curred the  censures  mentioned  in  the  bull  called  in 
ccena  domini}^  He  therefore  excommuicated  him, 
ordering  his  name  to  be  placed  in  the  list  of  excom- 
municated persons  affixed  to  the  church  door. 

Gelves  now  called  the  oidores  and  the  alcaldes 
together  in  order  to  get  their  opinion  concerning  the 
right  of  the  archbishop  to  excommunicate  him.  Their 
answer  was  evasive,^  and  he  submitted  the  matter  to 
a  second  assemblage,  composed  of  ecclesiastics  and 
laymen,  who  decided  that  the  archbishop  was  clearly 
in  the  wrong.^  Fortified  by  this  opinion  the  viceroy 
now  retaliated  on  his  antagonist  by  a  decree  condemn- 
ing him  to  pay  a  fine  of  ten  thousand  ducados,  to  con- 
fiscation of  his  temporal  property,  and  to  banishment. 
The  marquis  finally  sent  the  alguazil  mayor,  Luis  de 
Tobar  Godinez,  to  execute  the  decree  and  compel  the 
archbishop  to  revoke  his  sentence.  The  viceroy  had 
notified  the  archbishop  three  several  times  of  his  de- 
cree, but  on  none  of  these  occasions  had  the  audiencia 
taken  part  in   the  action  as  according  to  law  they 

aa&ertB  that  this  man  was  kept  in  prison  for  two  days  and  a  night,  after 
which,  at  midnight,  he  was  hmried  away  to  the  fortress,  where  he  still  re- 
mained (10th  Fehniary  1624),  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  meanwhile 
several  -vessels  had  sailed  thence  for  Spain.  It  is  not  at  all  probable  that  the 
archbishop  would  allow  the  man,  aboat  whose  arrest  he  made  such  trouble,  to 
remain  in  durance  for  more  than  a  month  after  the  downfall  of  the  viceroy. 

^  This  celebrated  bull  is  of  great  antiquity,  and  received  its  name  fi  om 
the  fact  that  it  was  read  publicly  in  the  {)re8ence  of  the  pope  on  Maundy- 
thnrsday,  by  a  cardinal-deacon,  accompanied  by  several  other  prelates.  It 
contains  a  general  exconminnication  of  all  heretics,  and  of  those  guilty  of  con- 
tumacy and  disobedience  to  the  holy  see.  One  of  its  34  para^phs  provides 
that  laymen  who  venture  to  pass  judgment  on  ecclesiastical  judges  and  cite 
them  to  appear  before  their  tribunals  shall  incur  the  censure  specified  in  the 
boll.     On  tnis  paragraph  tiie  archbishop  probably  based  his  action. 

"  Their  answer  was  that  they  had  not  studied  the  point.  Caw,  Trea  Siglos, 
L  270.  It  indicates  what  their  purpose  was.  At  this  time,  as  at  any  other 
previous  to  the  breaking-out  of  the  riot,  the  audiencia  might  have  calmed  the 
rising  storm  had  its  members  chosen.  Peace-making,  however,  was  far  from 
their  intention. 

^  In  defense  of  the  decision  of  this  assemblage  Father  Burguillos,  already 
mentioned,  published  a  memorial,  which  was  printed,  addressed  to  the  visi- 
tador  CarrUio.  The  memorial  is  contained  in  28  octavo  pages  of  close  print, 
and  is  a  learned  production.  The  Franciscan,  citing  a  host  of  canonical  au- 
thorises, denies  the  authority  of  any  prelate  to  excommunicate  in  such  a 
case.  Memorial,  in  TumuUos  de  Mex,,  67-80. 
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should  have  done.  During  this  passage  at  arms 
neither  of  the  antagonists  had  conducted  himself  with 
the  dignity  to  be  expected  from  persons  of  their  ex- 
alted position.  They  vied  one  with  another  in  selecting 
untimely  hours  and  unusual  places  for  the  exchange 
of  their  peculiar  courtesies.** 

The  appeal  to  the  audiencia,  however,  was  never 
decided;  for  while  it  was  pending  the  judges  and  other 
persons  excommunicated,  seeing  the  obstinacy  of  the 
archbishop,  on  the  20th  of  December  1623  appeared 
before  the  papal  delegate  at  Puebla.^     The  delegate 

Eeremptorily  ordered  the  archbishop  to  remove  the 
an,  which  the  prelate  refused  to  cfo,  on  the  ground 
that  because  of  the  appeal  to  the  audiencia  the  tri- 
bunal at  Puebla  had  no  jurisdiction,  alleging  also  that 
the  time  for  appeal  on  the  part  of  the  excommunicated 
had  gone  by.  Thereupon,  on  New  Year's  day,  the 
delegate  issued  a  compulsory  mandate,  ordering  the 
archbishop  to  absolve  the  excommunicated.  The  exe- 
cution of  this  decree  he  intrusted  to  a  Dominican 
friar,  as  his  sub-delegate,  who  personally  removed 
from  the  church  door  the  obnoxious  notices.** 

From  many  of  the  pulpits  of  the  city  the  conduct 

^  On  the  feast  of  the  ParlBima  Concepcion,  Tobar,  by  order  of  Gelves,  noti- 
fied  the  archbishop  of  a  decree  while  he  stood  in  all  the  dignity  of  his  sacred 
office  at  the  hiffh  altar  of  the  cathedral,  with  the  host  uncovered,  and  in  the 
midst  of  the  smemnitv  of  the  mass.  The  outraged  prelate,  declaring  that  he 
would  not  permit  such  profanation,  nor  that  the  people  should  be  so  scandal- 
ized, refused  to  receive  the  notice.  Sema,  Hepresmtackm,  in  Doc,  Hist.  Mex., 
s^rie  ii.  tom.  ii.  165.  The  cabildo,  in  its  letter  to  the  king,  asserts  that  the 
viceroy  ordered  proclamation  made  that  none  should  pass  by  the  archiepiscopal 
palace  nor  assemble  in  numbers  within  one  block  of  it.  Mex,,  Cartas  de  la  cht- 
dad  d  S.  M.tin  Id.,  ill.  134.  On  the  other  hand  the  archbishop  was  'ciego 
per  el  deseo  de  la  venganza  que  el  llamaba  celo  divino.*  Mora,  Mex.  y  sus 
Jkfv. ,  iii.  244.  He  also  '  apresur61a  por  instantes  con  diligencia  estraordinaria; 
niandaba  hacer  ^  media  noche  notificaciones  esquisitas.'  Doc.  Hist.  Mex., 
sC'vie  ii.  tom.  iii.  64. 

•*  This  office  was  created  by  a  special  bull  of  Gregory  Xm.  for  the  deci- 
sion of  difficult  cases  of  this  very  nature.  The  delegate  generally  resided  at 
Puebla. 

"  The  Dominican,  by  order  of  the  viceroy,  was  accompanied  by  a  guard 
for  the  purpose  of  preventing  any  opposition  that  might  be  offered  by  parti- 
sans of  the  archbishop.  Father  Cavo  with  his  usual  bias  asserts  that  the 
sub-delegate  was  a  *pobre  cl^rigo  sacristan  de  monjas,  por  no  haber  querido 
niuguu  sugeto  de  cardcter  encargarse  de  semejaute  comision.*  Cavo,  Tres 
ShjloSf  i.  271. 
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of  the  delegate  was  reprehended  in  no  unmeasured 
terms,  while,  on  the  streets,  knots  of  heated  disputants 
took  one  view  or  the  other  of  the  question  as  their 
feeUngs  prompted.  On  his  part  the  archbishop,  more 
than  ever  exasperated,  ordered  the  spiritual  outcasts 
to  be  excommunicated  anew  with  all  the  dramatic 
accompaniments  of  bell,  book,  and  candle,  and  that 
the  list  be  again  posted  with  the  name  of  the  sub- 
delegate  added  to  the  rest.  On  that  same  night  of 
January  3d,  he  ordered  also  that  all  the  churches 
of  the  city  should  announce  the  threatened  interdict. 
While  the  ceaseless  clamor  of  the  bells,  ringing  as 
though  for  this  end  only  had  they  been  cast,  was 
inspiring  in  the  souls  of  the  people  the  shadowy  fear 
of  some  greater  ill  impending,  came  the  final  notifica- 
tion of  the  delegate  commanding  the  archbishop  to 
remove  the  ban.  The  sub-delegate  was  ordered,  in 
case  of  the  prelate's  refusal  or  neglect,  to  execute  upon 
him  the  sentence  of  fine  and  banishment.  The  stub- 
bom  archbishop  again  refused  compliance,  and  the 
sub-delegate  prepared  to  carry  the  sentence  into  effect. 
He  again  removed  the  censures  and  ordered  the  ring- 
ing of  the  bells  to  cease,  and  now  the  very  silence 
aroused  new  fears  among  the  terrified  people. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  9th  of  January  the 
archbishop  sent  Crist6bal  Martinez  de  RecaJde,  parish 
priest  of  the  cathedral,  accompanied  by  notaries,  to 
the  viceregal  palace  with  a  petition  addressed  to  the 
audiencia.  After  setting  forth  the  facts  of  the  case 
in  a  manner  very  favorable  to  his  own  view  of  it,  the 
archbishop  demanded  that  the  audiencia  should  decide 
immediately  the  pending  appeal.^  In  presenting  this 
petition  to  the  oidores  Juan  Paez  deVallecillo,  Juan  de 
Ibarra,  and  Diego  de  Avendano,  Martinez  said  that 

"  He  stated  moreover  that  it  was  with  difficulty  he  could  find  a  notary 
who  dared  to  publish  the  decree  of  excommunication ;  also  that  in  notifying 
his  decrees  the  viceroy  behaved  *con  menos  decencia  de  lo  que  convenia,'  and, 
finally,  that  the  proceedings  against  Varaez  were  unwarranted  by  law,  and 
were  undertaken  solely  for  the  purpose  of  causing  delay.  Serna,  Rep.,  in  Doc, 
Uisi.  Mtx.j  s^rie  iL  torn.  ii.  151-72. 
Bm.  Mxx.,  Vol.  III.   4 
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it  was  in  the  power  of  the  audiencia  to  put  an  end  to 
all  disagreements,  thus  preventing  a  possible  breach 
of  the  peace.  Vallecillo,  who  was  senior  oidor,  re- 
plied that  they  had  been  ordered  by  the  viceroy  to 
receive  no  petitions  from  the  archbishop  or  any  clergy- 
man, except  through  the  proper  channels.  Martinez 
objecting  that  such  an  order  took  away  the  prelate's 
opportunity  of  attempting  to  restore  harmony,  Ibarra 
replied:  '*You  know  that  this  is  the  order  of  our 
president;  what,  then,  would  you  have  us  do?"  After 
some  further  speech  of  like  import,  and  an  intimation 
of  coming  trouble  from  Martinez,  he  and  his  com- 
panions withdrew.** 

Bent  on  carrying  his  point,  and  learning  that  the 
sub-delegate  was  about  to  execute  sentence  upon  him, 
the  archbishop  resolved  upon  a  last  desperate  resort. 
At  an  early  hour  on  the  11th  of  January,  1624,  he 
caused  himself  to  be  taken  to  the  viceregal  palace,  in 
a  sedan-chair  borrowed  for  the  purpose,  and  attended 
only  by  two  pages.  That  he  went  in  this  ostenta- 
tiously humble  manner,  instead  of  in  his  coach,  with 
crozier  upborne  before  him  and  accompanied  by  the 
members  of  his  household,  was  of  itself  a  circumstance 
sufficiently  strange  to  create  attention,  and  on  reach- 
ing the  palace  he  was  surrounded  by  a  crowd  of  idlers. 

The  startled  oidores  asked  what  he  desired.^    The 

•*  *  Y  el  dicho  S.  Lie.  Vallecillo  dijo,  imdad  con  Dioa  que  ya  estA  proveido 
y  con  esto  los  porteros  le  dijeron  que  callase,  no  embar&nnte  lo  cual  el  dicho 
Lie  Martinez  volvid  &  replicar.*  jfd.y  ii.  175.  Informea  that  the  audiencia 
would  not  receive  the  petition,  the  archbishop  caused  another  to  be  addressed 
to  Pedro  de  Ar^valo  Sedeno,  fiscal  of  that  body,  calling  upon  him  to  act  as 
though  it  had  been  received,  and  to  take  immediate  steps  for  the  purpose  of 
preventing  any  harm  which  might  result  from  want  of  action  on  tne  part  of 
the  audiencia.  This  was  delivered  by  Aguilar  to  the  fiscal,  together  with 
copies  of  the  petition  and  of  the  documents  in  the  case  of  Varaez,  and  evoked 
merely  an  evasive  manner.  '  Su  merced  respondid,  que  yo  el  notario  dijese 
&  S.  S&*  nima.  del  arzobispo  mi  sefior,  que  le  besaba  los  manos  y . .  .hard  todo 
lo  posible,  y  lo  quedebe.*  Id.,  178. 

'^  In  its  letter  the  cabildo  asoerts  that  the  archbishop  remained  at  the  door 
of  the  audience-chamber,  asking  leave  to  enter,  and  that  receiving  no  answer, 
he  ventured  within,  and  himself  addressed  the  oidores,  telling  them  his  errand. 
Mex.,  Carta  dtla  Ciudad  d  S,  M,,  in  Id.,  iiL  136.  This  letter  is  based,  not 
only  in  this  particular  but  in  many  others,  on  the  representation  of  the  arch- 
.bishop.  /(/.,  183. 
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prelate  replied  that  he  sought  justice,  and  that  he 
would  not  leave  the  audience-chamber  until  he  had 
received  it.^  He  then  desired  to  read  a  petition  in 
which  it  was  set  forth :  That  he  was  obliged  to  appear 
thus  in  person  because  the  president  of  the  audiencia 
had  given  orders  that  no  communication  brought  from 
him  by  an  ecclesiastic  would  be  received,  and  no  lay- 
man dared  to  aid  him  by  presenting  one.  Since  it 
was  not  just  that  he  alone  in  all  New  Spain  should 
be  deniea  the  right  to  appeal  to  the  audiencia  for  pro- 
tection, he  humbly  besought  that  body,  in  the  name 
of  Grod  and  the  church,  to  pity  the  wretched  condition 
of  the  country  as  weU  as  of  his  dignity  and  jurisdic- 
tion,  and  to  receive  and  hear  this  petition  against  the 
threatened  action  of  the  papal  delegate;  further,  to 
decide  the  appeal  pending  in  the  matter  of  the  guards 
of  Varaez  without  delay.  Were  this  not  done,  he 
was  determined  to  go  to  Spain,  there  to  appeal  to  the 
king  in  person.  This  petition  the  oidores  refused  to 
receive;  and  summoned  by  the  viceroy  they  left  the 
prelate  in  the  audience-chamber.  He  immediately 
placed  the  petition  and  the  accompanying  documents 
on  the  table  beneath  the  canopy  of  state,  caUing  upon 
the  multitude  present  to  bear  witness  that  he  did  so. 
There  were  present  about  one  hundred  persons,  among 
them  some  eight  or  ten  clergymen.  Fearful  lest 
there  might  be  a  disturbance,  the  viceroy  ordered 
that  all  persons  having  no  business  before  the  audien- 
cia should  depart  at  once,  and  presently  the  arch- 
bishop, his  notary  Aguilar,  and  the  two  pages  alone 
remained. 

The  prelate  was  now  formally  required  to  return  to 
his  palace,  there  to  await  the  answer  to  his  petitions, 
which  must  pass  through  the  usual  course.  This  he 
refused  to  do,  insisting  upon  receiving  justice  and 
upon  the  admission  of  appeals.  For  this  obstinacy 
he  was  fined  four  thousand  ducados,  and  upon  his 

** '  No  te  iria  de  alU  ann  cnaDdo  lo  hideran  pedazoe,  hasta  que  no  Be  le 
bicieae  jastioia.*  Mex,,  Bel,  8vm,,  6. 
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further  refusal  the  sentence  of  banishment  from  New 
Spain  was  added.^  It  was  afternoon  when  Gelves 
ordered  Lorenzo  de  Terrenes,  alcalde  del  crimen  of  the 
audiencia,  to  execute  the  sentence  by  taking  the  rebel- 
lious prelate  to  San  Juan  de  UMa,  there  to  embark 
for  Spain.^  Accompanied  by  the  alguacil  mayor, 
Martin  Ruiz  de  Zavala,  his  deputy,.  Baltasar  de 
Perea,  and  others,  Terrenes  notified  the  archbishop 
of  the  instructions  he  had  received.  The  reply  of  the 
prelate  was  that  they  must  remove  him  forcibly,  and 
Terrenes  and  Perea,  taking  him  each  by  an  arm,  but 
in  a  respectful  manner,  led  him  down  to  the  court- 
yard, where  a  hired  travelling-carriage  drawn  by  four 
mules  was  in  waiting.  In  this  the  prisoner,  having 
his  crozier  and  the  insignia  of  his  rant:  in  the  church, 
and  the  three  officials,  seated  themselves;  some  ten 
or  twelve  mounted  constables  under  Major  Antonio 
de  Campo'®  of  the  palace  guard  surrounded  the  equi- 

{)age,  and  the  whole  cortege  departed  by  the  streets 
eading  to  the  causeway  of  Guadalupe. 

So  great  was  the  crowd  in  the  plaza  that  with  dif- 
ficulty a  passage  was  made.  On  all  sides  the  sobs  of 
the  women  mingled  with  the  sterner  voices  of  the  men, 
while  they  asked  whither  their  beloved  pastor  was 
being  taken,  or  heaped  imprecations  on  the  head  of  the 
author  of  this  outrage.  Some  divested  themselves  of 
their  mantles  in  order  to  throw  them  in  the  road  of 
the  carriage.  The  crowd  grew  by  accessions  from  side 
streets  and  from  the  houses  by  the  wayside,  notwith- 

'^  This  sentence  was  based  on  more  than  one  royal  decree.  One  oidor  did 
not  take  part  in  this  act,  which  he  chose  to  regard  as  executive  matter. 

^The  order  was  supplemented  by  another  fuller  and  more  specific  in  its 
instructions.  In  the  latter,  Terrones  was  ordered  to  take  the  prelate  directly 
to  San  Juan  de  Uli!ia,  there  to  embark  in  the  first  ship  sailing  for  Spain  that 
might  suit  him.  For  each  day  of  service,  going  and  coming,  Terrones  would 
receive  twelve  ducados  de  OastiUa,  the  notary  four  pesos  de  oro  comun,  and 
the  guards  their  usual  pay.  All  of  these  expenses,  as  well  as  others  which 
might  be  incurred,  were  to  be  met  by  the  archbishop,  and  the  tithe  collector 
of  the  cathedral  was  obliged  to  pay  2,000  pesos  at  once.  Doc,  HUt,  Mex,, 
B^rie  ii.  tom.  ii.  253-7,  419-21. 

••  The  viceroy  had  sent  for  Captain  Diego  de  Armenteros  to  command 
the  escort,  but  the  captain  apparently  having  no  stomach  for  the  duty  kept 
out  of  the  way. 
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standing  Ocampo's  order  that  none  should  go  further 
than  the  church  of  Santo  Domingo,  until  on  reaching 
Guadalupe,  it  numbered  fully  five  thousand  Indians, 
negroes,  and  half-breeds.  While  the  archbishop  dined 
and  rested,  the  people  by  degrees  returned  to  the  city, 
there  spreading  the  news  and  arousing  general  dis- 
content. 

That  night  the  three  oidores,  whether  influenced 
by  partisans  of  the  archbishop  or  fearful  that  their 
action  had  been  hastv,  took  counsel  of  one  another. 
The  result  was  that  Ibarra  despatched  a  messenger 
to  Terrones  bidding  him  go  slowly,  for  on  the  morrow 
the  order  touching  the  exile  of  the  prelate  would  un- 
doubtedly be  revoked.  On  the  morning  of  the  12th, 
accordingly,  the  three  met  formally,  with  Vallecillo 
as  president,  passed  a  resolution  declaring  that  there 
had  been  a  lack  of  accord  in  the  proceedings  of  the 
previous  day,  and  ordering  that,  while  this  point  was 
considered,  those  having  the  prelate  in  custody  should 
return  with  him  at  once.  Of  this  the  viceroy  had 
speedy  information,  and  ordered  the  clerk  of  the  audi- 
encia  to  deliver  up  the  document.  The  oidores  met 
again,  and  passed  another  resolution  revoking  the 
four  orders  of  the  11th,  on  the  ground  that  they  had 
not  been  passed  by  a  quorum,  and  ordering  that  the 
archbishop  should  be  brought  back  to  Mexico.*^  In- 
formed of  this  second  meeting  of  the  oidores  the  vice- 
roy ordered  them  into  confinement  within  the  palace, 
and  that  two  relatores  who  had  taken  part  with  them 
should  be  put  in  prison.  He,  also  ordered  that  no 
action  should  be  taken  in  iiie^  matter  of  the  revoca- 
tion by  the  oidores,  in  which  he  had  had  no  part. 

Fearing  lest  the  archbishop  might  renew  the  inter- 
dict, and  having  strengthened  his  resolve  by  an  appeal 
to  the  fiscal,  the  marquis  sent  Tobar  to  the  cathedral 
and  the  churches,  to  notify  the  chapter  and  the  parish 
priests  not  to  obey  any  such  order  on  the  part  of  their 

^The  dodunent  was  not  properly  authenticated  because  the  deputy  clerk 
stood  in  fear  of  the  viceroy.  Doc,  Hist,  Mex,,  s^ie  ii.  torn,  ii  2i7-50. 
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superior  till  the  delegate  should  have  rendered  his 
decision.  Tobar  found  the  cathedral  doors  shut,  al- 
though the  building  was  full  of  people,  but  obtained 
admittance  after  some  delay.  Not  without  opposition 
he  read  the  order  from  the  steps  of  the  high  altar,  and 
was  promised  obedience  by  the  provisor  and  the  chap- 
ter; but  the  parish  priests  replied  that  they  had  no 
power  to  suspend  or  impede  what  their  superior  might 
determine. 

In  order  that  the  archbishop  might  not  attempt  to 
influence  in  any  way  the  delegate  at  Puebla,  the  vice- 
roy despatched  a  messenger  to  Terrenes,  with  orders  to 
avoid  that  city  and  to  take  another  road.*^  A  halt  had 
been  made  at  the  town  of  Guadalupe  for  the  purpose 
of  allowing  the  archbishop  to  rest,  and  of  this  he 
availed  himself  to  issue  two  additional  decrees.  In  the 
first,  after  reciting  his  visit  to  the  audiencia,  his  arrest, 
and  his  deportation  to  this  place,  the  prelate  declared 
that  the  president  and  oidores,  as  well  Terrenes,  Za- 
vala, Perea,  and  Osorio,  together  with  Ocampo  and 
the  alguaciles  of  the  guard,  had  incurred  the  censures 
mentioned  in  the  canon  dementia  si  quis  suadente  di- 
aholo  and  the  bull  in  carta  domini}^  This  decree  was 
made  known  at  once  to  all  the  persons  named  therein, 
except  the  president  and  oidores,  with  an  offer  of  ab- 
solution if  sought  within  six  hours.  The  second  edict 
was  addressed  to  the  clergy,  reciting  the  facts  men- 
tioned in  the  first  edict  and  ordering  an  interdict  to 
be  established. 

The  archbishop  had  wished  to  remain  still  longer 
at  Guadalupe,  but  Tfertrofi^s  insisting,  he  consented  at 
length  to  go  on,  and  the  night  was  passed  at  the 
hermitage  of  Santa  Isabel.  On  the  following  even- 
ing he  reached  San  Juan  de  Teotihuacan.  On  the 
morning  of  the  1 3th  Terrenes  entering  the  bed-cham- 
ber of  the  archbishop  found  him  still  abed.     He  de- 

*^  He  should  send  back  Osorio,  whose  services  were  needed  in  Mexico. 
''^Tbe  names  of  the  excommunicated  were  ordered  to  be  posted  in  the 
usual  manner.  Id,^  191-8. 
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sired  the  prelate  to  dress  and  to  enter  the  carriage 
which  was  in  waiting  at  the  door.  Informed  of  the 
action  of  the  oidores  the  archbishop  pleaded  that  his 
health  would  not  allow  him  to  pursue  the  journey  for 
the  present.  Terrones  insisting,  he  repHed  curtly  that 
a  formal  order  would  alone  have  weight  with  him.** 
It  was  indecent  that  a  person  of  his  quality  should  be 
carried  off  in  this  manner,  when  there  was  nothing  in 
his  conduct  to  warrant  such  treatment;  and  were  he 
to  go  willingly  he  might  be  accused  of  a  desire  to 
proceed  to  Spain  on  an  errand  of  his  own:  Not 
wishing  to  take  extreme  measures  Terrenes  sent  to 
Mexico  for  further  orders.  Alarm  at  his  spiritual 
plight  may  have  been  one  of  the  reasons  why  Ter- 
rones consented  to  humor  the  prelate,  but  for  this  he 
was  reprimanded  by  the  viceroy,  who  also  rebuked 
his  negligence  in  allowing  the  issue  of  fresh  excom- 
munications,** intimating  that  a  prompt  execution  of 
orders  would  be  more  pleasing  than  a  waste  of  time 
in  sending  despatches  and  awaiting  answers.  A  little 
compulsion  would  do  no  harm.**^ 

The  afflicted  Terrones  accordingly  issued  orders  for 
departure.  The  luggage  was  sent  on  before,  the  car- 
riage stood  in  readiness,  but  no  archbishop  appeared. 
At  first  the  attendants  of  the  prelate  gave  out  that 
he  was  at  his  prayers,  and  then  that  he  had  gone  for 
a  walk;  but,  on  more  special  inquiry,  it  was  found 
that  he  was  actually  in  the  church  of  the  Franciscan 

*•  *  y  no  en  otra  manera,  y  que  eeto  daba  y  did  por  respnesta.'  /rf.,  259. 

**  Wliile  expressing  sympathy  for  the  illness  of  his  grace,  Gelves  intimated 
that  the  complaint  might  be  merely  a  pretence. 

^Torres,  the  messenger,  afterwara  testified  that  Gelves  bade  him  tell 
Terrones:  'Si  el  dicho  seflor  arzobispo  dificultase  el  proseguir  en  la  jomada  y 
para  csto  se acoetase,  que  ordenase  &Don Diego de  Armenteros  y  ^ las  guardas, 
qne  con  la  misma  cama  se  metiese  en  el  coche  habi^ndole  apercibido  primero 
que  se  vistiese  y  aprestase. '  Father  Domingo  Navarro  Fortunio,  who  accom- 
panied the  archbisnop  on  the  journey,  testified  that  on  receiving  this  order 
Terrones  said,  his  eyes  filling  with  tears:  'Qu6  compadrazgos  tengo  yo  con  el 
sefior  arzobispo,  ni  qnd  he  hecho  yo  para  que  se  me  trate  tan  iniamemente.* 
Id, ,  405, 261 .  An  order  also  came  that  four  members  of  the  cathedral  chapter, 
who  had  come  to  San  Juan  Teotihuacan  by  vote  of  the  chapter  for  the  purpose 
of  accompanying  the  archbishop  to  Vera  Cruz,  should  travel  one  day's  journey 
at  least  in  advance. 
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convent.**  Terrenes  followed  him,  accompanied  by 
the  alguacil  mayor,  Torres,  and  four  of  the  reluctant 
guard.  On  entering  the  church  they  found  the  prel- 
ate, in  rochet,  cape,  and  stole,  standing  by  the  high 
altar,  while  the  ciborium  was  open  with  the  host  in 
remonstrance  within.  Terrenes,  weeping,  upbraided 
him  for  thus  forcing  extreme  measures,  saymg  that 
he  had  lost  his  honor,  and  his  Ufe  was  forfeit  to  the 
viceroy's  wrath.  To  this  outburst  the  prelate  replied 
calmly  that  he  could  not  continue  the  journey,  for  he 
was  engaged  in  visiting  officially  the  altar  of  the 
parish.  Saying  this,  he  took  from  the  ciborium  a 
wafer  which  he  placed  on  q.  paten,  and  holding  this 
in  his  hands  he  seated  himself  close  to  the  altar. 
But  soon  the  wily  priest  was  carried  away  by  the 
excitement  attendant  on  a  situation  so  dramatic,  or 
possibly  he  determined  purposely  to  heighten  its 
effect.  When  the  alcalde  again  desired  him  to  leave 
these  things  and  to  continue  the  journey,  he  burst 
into  tears,  exclaiming  that  he  had  not  wished  to  re- 
sort to  this  extremity  in  Mexico,  for  the  land  was 
newly  christianized,  and  he  feared  lest  the  faith  of 
the  Indians  might  be  shaken  by  the  occurrence  of 
events  to  them  inexplicable.  "  Here,  however/*  he 
added,  "all  are  Spaniards;  just  as  I  am  take  me 
away."*^  Thus  saying,  he  placed  the  paten  upon  the 
altar. 

Terrones  then  ordered  the  notary  to  instruct  the 
captain  of  the  guard  to  do  as  the  viceroy  had  ordered. 
As,  in  obedience  to  the  thrice  repeated  order,  Armen- 
teros  and  one  of  the  guards  began  to  ascend  the  steps 

^  Armenteros  says  that  the  archbishop  went  to  the  church  in  an  artful 
manner,  without  even  a  hat,  and  as  if  for  a  short  stroll.  Id. ,  423. 

*^  *  Y  puesto  en  esta  forma,  hablando  las  dichas  palabras,  dijo  le  llevasen 
como  estfikba.*  Id.,  263.  The  account  of  the  archbishop's  taking  refuge  in  the 
church  rests  in  the  main  on  the  sworn  testimony  of  Diego  Torres,  the 
notary,  who  in  his  official  capacity  has  full  opportunity  of  knowing  whereof 
he  spoke,  and  whose  words  bear  with  them  intiinsic  evidence  of  their  truth. 
He  stated  that  the  aichbishop  accused  Gelves  of  having  forced  the  oidores  to 
pass  the  order  for  his  exile,  aiddin^  that  the  viceroy  was  the  greatest  tyi*ant 
in  the  world,  and  that  Torres  might  tell  him  so.  Doc  Hist,  Mex,,  a6no  ii. 
torn.  ill.  8. 


CLEBICAL  CUNNINa.  67 

of  the  altar,  the  archbishop  arose,  and  lifting  the 
paten  on  high  before  them  he  said:  "Let  us  see  if 
there  be  a  Christian  man  so  dead  to  shame  as  to  lay 
hands  on  Jesus  Christ."  The  intangible  power  of  the 
church  was  still  paramount.  Serna  successfully  played 
the  part  of  Becket,  but  to  Armenteros  and  his  men 
the  spirit  of  the  Norman  knights  was  lacking;  burst- 
ing into  tears  they  retired.**  On  his  part  Terrones 
exclaimed:  "My  lord,  you  have  wrought  my  un- 
doing!" To  this  Serna  replied:  "Sir  doctor,  I  but 
work  in  the  cause  of  your  worship  and  that  of  these 
poor  fellows."  The  alcalde  took  his  wonted  way  out 
of  difficulties,  and  bade  Torres  ride  with  speed  to 
Mexico  in  order  to  give  an  account  to  the  viceroy  of 
the  turn  matters  had  taken.  The  latter  merely  re- 
plied that  Terrones  should  be  recalled  and  give  place 
to  a  man  who  would  carry  out  orders  rather  than 
write  despatches.  All  that  night  the  prelate  remained 
at  the  post  he  had  chosen  near  the  high  altar,  taking 
such  rest  as  he  could  on  its  steps,  regardless  of  the 
cold.  All  night  the  sacrament  remained  exposed  on 
that  altar  while  the  guard  kept  watch  by  turns.** 

^  I  have  already  had  occasion  to  speak  of  the  faint-heartedness  of  Armen- 
teros in  this  matter.  He  lamented  that  he  was  an  unfortunate  man.  *Que 
no  tenia  mas  que  una  vida,  y  esa  la  hahia  de  perder  por  Dios  y  su  rey.*  Id.. 
ii.  423. 

**  In  the  morning  the  archbishop,  wishing  to  celebrate  mass,  desired  all 
who  had  come  under  the  ban  of  the  church  to  withdraw.  This  request  how- 
ever was  denied,  for  Terrones  held  that  neither  he  nor  any  of  his  party  were 
excommunicated,  since,  as  the  prelate  well  knew,  they  were  acting  under 
compulsion,  and  the  mass  was  left  imsaid.  The  request  for  continuing  the 
joumev  again  met  with  a  refusal.  The  archbishop  said  he  knew  the  audi- 
encia  nad  issued  an  order  for  his  return  to  Mexico,  but  if  Terrones  could 
produce  one  of  later  date  from  the  same  body,  whereby  he  was  required  to 
pursue  his  way  to  exile,  he  would  cheerfully  obey  it. 
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Among  the  oldest  and  most  sacred  spots  of  Andhuac 
was  Teotihuacan.  During  the  early  Nahua  period 
its  lofty  pyramids  were  famed  throughout  the  land, 
and  under  the  Toltec  empire  it  remained  the  religious 
centre  to  which  pilgrims  with  rich  offerings  flocked 
from  afar  to  worship  in  the  temples  of  the  sun  and 
moon.  Here  kings  and  priests  were  elected,  ordained, 
and  buried,  and  here  were  fulminated  oracles  which 
overturned  dynasties  and.  caused  nations  to  tremble. 
It  was  in  the  village  near  this  spot,  now  a  mass  of 
awe-inspiring  ruins,  that  Archbishop  Serna  had  taken 
a  defiant  stand  within  the  convent  church,  and  like 
his  ancient  forerunners  he  sent  forth  a  decree  which 
should  rouse  a  people  and  overturn  a  ruler.  This 
was  nothing  less  than  a  new  excommunication  of  the 
viceroy,  together  with  an  interdict  upon  the  whole 
capital.  The  decree  was  intrusted  to  the  priest  Mar- 
tinez de  Recalde,  who  set  out  on  horseback  the  even- 
ing it  was  issued,  the  14th  of  January  1624,  and 
reached  the  city  at  dawn  the  following  day.    At  half 

166) 
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past  five  the  name  of  the  viceroy  again  appeared  in 
the  list  of  religious  outcasts,  ana  an  hour  later  the 
interdict  was  read  from  the  cathedral  pulpit  to  such 
of  the  faithful  as  were  present  at  matins.  The  chant 
of  the  choir  ceased  immediately,  the  candles  upon  the 
altar  were  extinguished,  the  massive  doors  closed 
upon  the  devout,  who,  weeping,  spread  throughout 
the  city  the  sad  tidings,  crying  that  the  land  wes  now 
as  one  possessed  by  Moors,  since  God  had  gone  from 
among  them.  Soon,  too,  the  willing  feet  of  priests 
were  hastening  to  bear  the  decree  to  the  other 
churches  and  convents  of  the  town.  All  were  closed 
save  the  convent  of  La  Merced,  which  remained  open 
during  the  morning,  while  from  every  belfry  tolled 
forth  the  dread  tidings  to  the  awakening  city. 

The  events  of  the  past  four  days  had  been  at  work 
in  the  minds  of  the  ignorant.  The  archbishop's 
mania  for  excommunicating,  and  the  opposition  of 
the  viceroy  to  one  whom  they  had  been  taught  to 
regard  as  more  than  human,  if  somewhat  less  than 
divine,  had  formed  the  sole  topic  of  conversation,  and 
all  day  long  and  till  late  into  the  night  excited  knots 
of  men  hung  about  the  plaza  and  the  street  comers 
predicting  some  dreadful  catastrophe.  They  were 
faithful  children,  these  poor  Mexicans,  of  a  church 
the  tenets  of  which  to  them  consisted  simply  in  their 
outward  manifestation,  while  they  gratefully  remem- 
bered that  its  ministers  had  ever  stood,  or  endeavored 
to  stand,  between  them  and  the  tyranny  and  greed 
of  their  lay  masters.  Of  this  the  partisans  of  the 
prelate  failed  not  to  remind  them.  If  an  occasional 
skeptic  hinted  at  episcopal  missteps,  the  faithful  ex- 
pressed themselves  as  only  too  willing  to  give  their 
all  for  his  ransom.  They  could  not  bear  to  see  the 
representative  of  heaven  driven  forth  like  a  criminal. 
To  many  it  seemed  an  overwhelming  calamity,  and 
impressed  by  the  popular  disquietude  others  readily 
drifted  into  the  current  of  excitement  which  at  any 
moment  might  develop  into  a  storm. 
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At  eight  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  15th  the 
great  square  was  full  of  excited  people.  Crist6bal  de 
Osorio,  regarded  as  one  of  the  chief  oppressors  of  the 
archbishop,  passed  through  it  in  his  carnage  and  was 
recognized  by  some  boys.  Cries  of  "heretic,"  "ex- 
communicated dog,"  and  the  like  came  lustily  from 
their  throats  until  Osorio,  losing  his  temper,  ordered 
his  servants  to  chastise  them.  The  boys  defended 
themselves  with  stones,  and  at  length  forced  the 
coachman  to  drive  toward  the  palace  for  protection.^ 
The  viceroy,  who  was  still  in  his  bed,  received  a 
probably  exaggerated  account  of  the  attack  and  ordered 
out  the  guard  to  the  rescue.  Though  roughly  handled 
at  first,  the  boys  were  soon  reenforced  by  others  and 
at  length  joined  by  many  of  the  idle  men  who  flocked 
to  the  spot.  Armed  .with  sharp  fragments  of  stone 
gathered  from  the  spot  where  the  cathedral  was 
a-building,  they  soon  forced  the  guard  to  retire  within 
the  palace  gates,  against  which  the  mob,  which  had 
now  assumed  formidable  proportions,  threw  itself 
Gelves  with  characteristic  valor  would  have  sallied 
forth  sword  in  hand,  but  from  such  a  rash  proceeding 
he  was  dissuaded  by  Admiral  Cevallos  and  others 
who  happened  to  be  with  him.  He  contented  himself 
therefore  with  ordering  the  general  call  to  arms  to  be 
sounded  from  the  palace  roof,  and  displaying  from  a 
window  the  pendant  used  during  the  negro  trouble  in 
1612.  The  call  of  the  trumpet  served  first  to  summon 
aid  to  the  rabble,  and,  amidst  the  encouraging  cries  of 
his  fellows,  one  of  the  crowd  mounted  a  ladder  and 
tore  down  the  flag,  which  soon  waved  in  triumph  from 
one  of  the  cathedral  towers.  But  the  rioters  lost  little 
time  in  idle  demonstrations.  Some  busied  themselves 
in  an  attempt  to  fire  the  palace  gate,  others  sought  to 

*  The  author  of  the  Relacion  Svmaria  says  that  the  boys  were  urged  on  by 
a  priest.  Mex,,  Rel.  Svm.^  8.  This  was  the  theory  of  the  causes  of  the  tumult 
which  Gelves  and  his  friends  endeavored  to  have  adopted,  and  although  later 
clergymen  witnesses  unanimously  contradicted  this,  Doc.  Hist.  Mex.^  s^rie  iu 
torn.  ii.  275-345,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  secular  clergy  was  to  a  great 
extent  responsible  for  the  acts  of  the  mob  on  this  day. 
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free  the  prisoners  in  the  jail,  all  shouting  the  while : 
**  Viva  la  fd  de  Jesucristo;  viva  la  Iglesia;  viva  el  rey 
nuestro  senor,  y  muera  el  mal  gobierno  de  este  luterano 
herege  descomulgado  I "  The  bravado  of  the  untrained 
populace  grows  more  demonstrative  the  less  it  is  op- 
posed, and  presently  the  rioters  began  to  cry  that, 
unless  their  pastor*  were  restored  to  his  flock  and  the 
imprisoned  oidores  hberated,  they  would  put  an  end 
not  only  to  all  in  the  palace  but  to  the  tribunals  and 
the  gentry  as  well. 

The  situation  was  becoming  serious,  for  the  supply 
of  arms  was  small  even  for  the  few  defenders  of  the 
palace,  and  the  fire  at  the  gates  grew  hot.  It  hap- 
pened that  the  oidor  Cisneros,  who  had  not  taken  part 
in  the  proceedings  which  led  to  the  arrest  of  the  arch- 
bishop, was  among  the  first  to  obey  the  general  sum- 
mons of  the  viceroy.*  He  now,  kneeling,  besought 
Gelves  to  recall  the  prelate,  and  in  this  he  was  sec- 
onded by  other  prominent  persons.  To  this  Gelves 
at  length  gave  consent,  albeit  against  his  will,  for  he 
was  still  inclined  to  offer  a  stout  resistance  to  rebels. 
The  decree  which  he  signed  was  intrusted  for  trans- 
mission  to  the  senior  inquisitor,  who  as  he  left  the 
palace  showed  it  to  the  crowd.  But  the  mob  had  no 
faith  in  the  viceroy,  and  notwithstanding  the  general 
freedom  promised  them  they  clamored  still  for  the 
release  of  the  oidores  and  the  issue  of  the  decree  by 
them.  Gelves  had  to  yield,  and  now  the  mob  was 
persuaded  by  the  popular  marquds  del  Valle  to  put 
out  the  fire  at  the  gates,  while  some  Franciscans  per- 
suaded a  large  number  to  depart  from  the  spot.^  One 
faction  in  moving  away  amid  exultant  demonstrations, 
sought  to  obtain  the  pendon  de  la  f6  from  the  inquis- 
itors; and  balked  in  this  they  took  Varaez  from  his 
confinement  and  carried  him  round  in  triumph. 

This  lull  by  no  means  suited  certain  parties;  and  a 
rumor  that  the  archbishop  was  to  be  executed  assisted 

*  'Que  lo  habian  desterrado  por  defensor  de  bq  Iglesia.'  /<i,,  313. 
'  Gaviria  claims  credit  for  having  aided  in  this  dispersion. 
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to  draw  the  rabble  again  to  the  plaza.  A  number  now 
raised  the  cry  to  break  open  the  prisons  in  one  end  of 
the  palace,  partly  with  a  view  to  plunder  the  building. 
The  lower  jail  was  easily  entered,  but  not  so  the  upper 
and  main  portion,  whereupon  torches  were  applied.* 
Reenforced  with  arms  and  ammunition  the  viceroy 
opened  fire  on  the  assailants,  killing  quite  a  number. 
This  naturally  exasperated  the  crowd,  which,  armed 
with  arquebuses,  broke  into  the  archiepiscopal  palace, 
ascended  to  the  roof,  and  began  to  return  the  fire  from 
the  viceregal  palace.  Grelves  now  found  himself  in 
greater  strait  than  ever,  for  the  mob  was  increasing 
both  in  number  and  fury,  and  the  fire  extended  rapidly. 
Finding  it  necessary  to  release  the  prisoners  lest  they 
be  burned  alive,  he  opened  the  cell-doors  on  condition 
that  the  inmates  should  assist  in  quenching  the  flames,' 
but  most  of  them  hastened  to  join  the  mob. 

Meanwhile  the  oidores  had  done  nothing  beyond 
issuing  tame  appeals  for  order  and  urging  upon  the 
viceroy  not  to  persist  in  opposing  the  people  but 
rather  to  retire,*  a  not  very  easy  task,  had  he  so 
desired.  In  response  to  their  appeals  the  people 
shouted  that  they  should  assume  control  and  remain 
in  the  city  hall.^  Only  too  eager  to  comply  with  so 
flattering  a  demand,  the  oidores  turned  for  advice  to 
officials  and  notables  present,  not  omitting  the  clergy, 
whose  fears  prompted  but  the  one  counsel  of  compli- 
ance; and  so,  after  much  pretended  hesitation,  they 
yielded,  in  token  of  which  the  city  standard  was  un- 
furled at  5  p.  M.  At  the  same  time  Gaviria  proclaimed 
himself  captain-general,  and  set  forth  to  summon  citi- 
zens to  join  him  in  suppressing  the  riot.    He  took  the 

*  The  viceroy's  sapportera  state  that  powder  alone  was  used,  while  oppo« 
nents  declare  that  more  than  100  persons  were  killed,  and  CSavo  accepts  the 
latter  version.  Trea  Siglos,  i.  274. 

^This  act  he  describes  as  prompted  purely  by  comnuBeration.  Mex.^  JUL 
Svm.j  10. 

^ '  To  surrender  himself  a  prisoner*  to  them.  Id. 

^  'A  todoB  los  oidores  habian  de  acabar  y  matar,  y  que  habian  de  perecer 
si  dejaban  de  tomar  al  gobiemo.'  Carta  de  la  Cutdadt  in  Doc,  Hist,  Mex,, 
B^e  IL  tom.  iu.  144. 
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direction  of  Tlatelulco,  with  a  view  to  meet  the  large 
force  of  Indians  who  were  said  to  be  gathering  there 
intending  to  march  to  the  main  square. 

All  this  time  the  rabble  at  the  palace  were  having 
their  own  way,  with  little  or  no  attempt  at  interfer- 
ence on  the  part  of  the  oidores  remaining  at  the  city 
hall.  Gelves  even  charges  them  with  promoting  the 
trouble,^  and  intimates  that  Gaviria  kept  away  on 
purpose,  so  that  he  might  be  driven  to  extremes  for 
the  benefit  of  Gaviria^s  party.  Part  of  the  palace 
was  already  in  the  hands  of  the  sackers,  and  the  vice- 
roy and  his  adherents  were  beaten  further  and  further 
back,  with  loss  both  in  dead  and  wounded.  Finding 
that  it  would  not  be  possible  to  hold  out  much  longer, 
and  warned  by  the  insensate  outcry  against  him, 
Gelves  resolved  to  seek  safety  in  flight.  He  donned 
the  garments  of  a  servant,^  took  off  his  well  known 
spectacles,  and  favored  by  the  darkness  he  mingled 
with  the  mob,  shouting  awhile  as  lustily  as  any  of 
them  against  himself.  With  two  servants  he  there- 
upon hurried  to  San  Francisco  convent,  and  hid  in  a 
room  behind  the  refectory. 

His  departure  gave  the  signal  for  a  general  aban- 
donment of  the  palace,  which  the  rioters  now  over- 
ran, plundering  and  destroying,  and  respecting  not 
even  the  sacred  vessels  and  images  in  the  chapel. 
They  also  sacked  the  houses  of  Armenteros  and  the 
viceregal  asesor,  and  would  have  extended  their  raid 
against  other  adherents  of  the  opposite  party,  per- 
haps against  any  one  whom  it  might  pay  to  plunder; 
but  Graviria  now  returned  at  the  head  of  an  over- 
whelming force  of  citizens.  Whatever  may  have 
been  his  motives  they  could  no  longer  be  promoted 
by  countenancing  the  riot,  which  now  threatened  to 
endanger  the  common  interest.  It  was  not  long, 
therefore,  ere  he  had  cleared  the  palace  and  its  neigh- 

'  Some  of  their  people  were  actually  led  against  the  viceroy  under  Regidor 
Valmaseda.  Jfex.,  Bd.  Svm.,  10. 

*  With  a  white  band  on  the  hat  Cavo,  Tres  Sigloa,  I  274. 
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borhood  of  all  dangerous  persons;  the  fire  was  extin- 
guished, the  wounded  received  due  care,  and  patrols 
paraded  the  streets  all  night,  keeping  guard  and 
maintaining  bonfires  at  the  corners. 

Few,  however,  of  those  concerned  in  that  day's  tur- 
moil thought  of  returning  home,  for  another  excite- 
ment of  a  more  peaceful  nature  was  in  store.  During 
the  day  the  marquds  del  Valle,  and  the  bearers  of  the 
audiencia  order,  had  come  up  with  the  archiepiscopal 
party,  and  urged  upon  the  prelate  to  return  at  onc^ 
and  aid  in  calming  the  people.  He  set  out  at  3  p.  m., 
escorted  by  a  crowd,  which  greatly  swelled  as  he 
advanced.  At  Guadalupe  he  was  met  by  a  proces- 
sion of  Indians  with  blazing  torches,  the  advance 
guard  of  many  others,  and  the  entry  into  the  capital 
about  midnight  resembled  that  of  a  victorious  mon- 
arch. The  houses  were  illuminated,  the  bells  pealed 
merrily,  and  cheering  crowds  lined  the  street,^^  im- 
pressed more  than  ever  by  the  grandeur  and  power 
of  the  church.  In  the  morning  the  prelate  removed 
the  interdict,  and  then,  borne  aloft  to  the  altar  over 
the  heads  of  the  crowds,  he  held  mass  and  chanted  the 
te  deum,  the  rest  of  the  day,  a  Tuesday,  being  held 
as  a  feast.  The  dead  rioters  he  buried  free  of  cost, 
showing  them  particular  honor,  but  the  fallen  defend- 
ers  of  the  palace  he  disregarded." 

The  same  day  the  audiencia  took  steps  to  plant 
themselves  firmly  in  power,  and  rumor  being  brought 
by  their  zealous  henchmen  that  the  people  were  again 
showing  uneasiness  at  the  possible  restoration  of 
Gelves,  they  seized  this  as  a  pretext  for  issuing  a 
proclamation  to  the  effect  that  they  would  retain  the 
government.  In  this  document  were  cited  the  views 
and  wishes  of  judges,  clergymen,  and  citizens  of  dif- 

^®  They  would  not  depart  from  the  palace  till  he  came  forth  on  the  balcony 
to  give  hw  blessing.  Crowds  replaced  crowds.  *  Traian  mas  de  qninientas 
hacbas  encendidas.*  Doc,  JJist,  Mex.^  s^rie  ii  torn.  ii.  284-5,  291,  296;  /(/., 
iii.  150-1,  etc. 

"/(/.,  94.  Captain  Velasco  was  at  first  declared  a  heretic,  but  a  hand- 
some fee  induced  the  clergy  to  bury  him.  3/^ar.,  Bel.  Svm,,  11,  The  oidores 
received  the  formal  thanks  of  the  prelate  for  their  action. 
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ferent  degrees.  All  the  provinces  were  notified  and 
ordered  to  obey  the  new  rulers.  The  demand  for 
maintaining  order  appeared  to  call  for  a  standing 
force,  and  since  this  would  strengthen  their  position, 
they  hastened  to  mass  arms  and  enroll  men,  and 
formed  several  companies,  including  a  corps  of  cav- 
alry from  among  the  encomenderos  under  Captain 
Legaspi.  Contador  Juan  de  Cervantes  Casaus  was 
created  maestro  de  campo.  Three  companies  of  one 
hundred  men  each  were  regularly  assigned  for  guard 
duty,  their  pay  being  taken  from  the  drainage  fund.^^ 
A  number  of  these  were  detailed  to  protect  the 
government  house  and  enforce  the  behests  of  the  au- 
diencia,  and  another  body  attended  Gaviria  as  escort. 
He  and  his  associates  moved  about  with  great  pomp; 
banners  were  lowered  as  they  passed,  and  besides 
carrying  staffs  and  other  insignia  they  axlopted  the 
broad  frilled  collar  hitherto  restricted  to  the  higher 
nobles.  The  royal  seal  was  brought  from  the  palace 
to  their  hall,  and  the  papers  of  the  viceroy  were 
seized,  many  of  them  being  freely  ventilated,  notably 
his  secret  report  on  the  character  of  the  oflBcials.  It 
contained  reflections  far  from  flattering,  and  served 
to  increase  the  animosity  against  him,  and  to  encour- 
age hostility.  Indeed  a  number  of  his  most  excellent 
measures  were  annulled,  wherever  the  oidores  thought 
it  for  their  interest  to  do  so.  The  restriction  on 
bearing  arms  was  removed,  persons  exiled  for  crimes 
were  recalled,  prisoners  released,  and  apostates  re- 
stored to  their  orders.  Further  than  this,  many 
worthy  ofl&cials  had  to  yield  their  posts  to  adherents 
of  the  new  party,  and  among  them  Pedro  Velez  de 
Guevara,  governor  of  San  Juan  de  Uliia,  who  was 
replaced  by  Francisco  Bravo  de  la  Serna,  a  nephew 
of  the  archbishop.^'    Pedro  de  la  Gorreta,  governor 

"This  leyy  amonnted  to  64,000  pesos  a  year.  Artillery  was  placed  on 
the  roof  of  the  goTeminent  house  and  donble  pass- words  were  at  first  required. 
/</.,  13.  Fonseca  states  that  merely  39,853  pesos  were  taken  from  the  fund. 
Hiti.  IIae.,\,S5d. 

"  To  this  end  he  was  first  made  corregidor  of  New  Vera  Cruz,  and  as  soon 
Bm.  Mxx.,  Vol.  UL    5 
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of  Acapulco,  declined  to  surrender  his  post  to  the 
relative  of  Gaviria,  who  had  been  appointed  to  receive 
it.  The  public  feeling  against  the  viceroy  was  main- 
tained by  libellous  notices  and  abusive  songs;  and 
although  printers  were  not  as  a  rule  permitted  to 
issue  them,  no  restriction  was  placed  on  public  de- 
livery.^* 

These  proceedings  received  encouragement  from  the 
effort  of  the  viceroy  to  keep  secret  his  hiding-place, 
even  from  the  oidores.  They  ferreted  it,  however, 
and  placed  a  guard  round  the  convent,  ostensibly  for 
his  protection,  but  really  to  keep  him  prisoner.  They 
also  took  precautions  to  restrict  visits  by  allowing 
none  to  enter  save  with  their  permission.^^  Many  of 
those  who  came  as  visitors  or  servants  were  subjected 
to  the  indignity  of  search,  and  the  viceroy's  secretary 
was  confined  elsewhere  so  as  to  be  unable  to  commu- 
nicate with  him. 

Notwithstanding  the  secrecy  concerning  his  abode 
the  viceroy  had  not  failed  from  the  first  to  let  it  be 
known  that  he  was  still  among  the  living.  On  the 
very  evening  of  his  flight  he  had  summoned  Inqui- 
sitor Juan  Gutierrez  Flores^®  and  Fray  Juan  de  Lor- 
mendi,  guardian  of  the  convent,  and  commissioned 
them  to  treat  with  the  audiencia  for  his  restoration  to 
power,  and  for  a  meeting  between  them.  They  must 
also  secure  his  papers.  While  considering  themselves 
firmly  enough  established  to  follow  their  bent,  the 
oidores  nevertheless  thought  it  necessary  to  call  a 

as  the  fleet  for  Spain  had  sailed  he  assumed  command.    Guevara  at  first 

refused  to  yield,  but  certain  promises  prevailed  upon  him.   The  alcalde  mayor 

here  maintained  himself  in  his  office,  however,  by  command  of  QeWes.  Oram- 

biUiy  Tumtdtos,  MS.,  17. 

^*  Even  boys  sang  couplets  on  the  streets,  one  of  which  ran: 

*  Ahora  viTamoa  en  nnestra  ley, 
Que  DO  hay  vlrey.' 

The  archbishop  allowed  an  abusive  attack  on  the  viceroy  to  be  printed  by 
one  Cristdbal  Ruiz. 

'^  *  Y  que  matasen  al  viroy,  si  instase  de  hecho  en  su  salida.'  Doc.  Hist, 
Mex.,  s^rie  ii.  tom.  iii.  97.  The  viceroy's  defenders  point  out  that  the  placing 
of  a  few  guards  at  Varaez'  asylum  had  raised  a  terrible  outcry,  but  none  ob- 
jected to  the  present  violation. 

IS  Also  visitador  of  Peru.  QrambUa,  TumvJUos,  MS.,  15. 
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meeting  of  leading  raen  to  give  them  support.  They 
failed  not  to  magnify  the  danger  of  restoring  to  power 
so  unpopular  a  viceroy.  A  civil  war  might  thereby 
be  ignited  which  would  not  only  imperil  the  lives  and 
estates  of  every  Spaniard  in  New  Spain,  but  the  in- 
terests and  authoritv  of  the  crown  itself.  Although 
the  marques  del  VaJle  among  others  made  some  blunt 
objections  to  these  manifest  eflTorts  of  the  oidores  to 
retain  control,  yet  their  influence  and  arguments  pre- 
vailed in  obtaining  a  very  respectable  endorsement. 
The  more  prudent  refrained  from  committing  them- 
selves.  Thus  strengthened  in  their  position,  Gaviria 
and  his  colleagues  replied  to  Gelves  that  he  had  been 
deposed,  not  by  them  but  by  the  people,  and  had  vir- 
tually admitted  the  removal  by  abandoning  his  post. 
Under  the  circumstances  the  law  and  the  popular 
will  demanded  that  they  should  administer  the  gov- 
ernment till  the  king  decided  in  the  matter.  He 
might  confer  with  any  oidor,  but  it  would  not  be  ad- 
visable for  them  to  meet  him  as  a  body.  His  private 
papers  would  be  surrendered,  but  not  official  docu- 
ments nor  his  estate. 

On  receiving  this  answer  the  viceroy,  partly  with 
a  view  of  sounding  his  opponents,  proposed  to  leave 
for  Spain  since  it  was  not  proper  that  he  should  re- 
main after  being  deprived  of  his  position.  It  was 
also  necessary  that  he  should  be  allowed  to  consult 
with  his  secretary,  his  confessor,  and  other  persons,  in 
order  to  prepare  the  report  which  the  king  expected 
from  him.  Moreover  he  needed  funds  for  the  support 
of  himself  and  followers.  To  this  came  the  reply  that 
the  viceroy  could  not  be  permitted  to  leave  before  his 
residencia  was  taken.  But  residencia  in  this  case 
could  not  be  taken  except  by  special  order  from  the 
king,  it  was  urged,  since  the  office  had  not  been  left 
in  due  form,  and  bonds  would  be  given  if  required. 
This  caused  the  audiencia  to  yield  and  ofier  a  vessel, 
at  his  own  expense  however.  Shortly  after  they 
changed  their  mind  and  paid  no  attention  to  proposals 
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for  his  departure.  ^^  It  was  thereupon  agreed  that  a 
few  assistants  would  be  given  to  prepare  despatches, 
and  certain  means  for  expenses,  but  no  officials  could 
be  allowed  to  act  for  him  as  messengers  to  Spain.^ 
The  notaries,  however,  and  other  officials  necessary 
for  giving  formality  to  the  viceregal  documents  were 
either  withheld  or  delayed,  so  that  negotiations  broke 
off  for  some  days,  and  more  than  one  opportunity  was 
thus  purposely  lost  to  Gelves  for  sending  reports  to 
the  court. 

On  February  7th  the  viceroy  sent  a  formal  protest 
to  the  audiencia.  He  had  learned  of  their  many 
proclamations  and  acts  tending  to  rouse  the  people, 
and  bring  into  contempt  the  royal  authority  vested 
in  him.  They  had  usurped  the  government,  risked 
its  subversion,  and  prevented  him  from  fulfilling  the 
obligations  of  his  office.  There  could  be  only  one 
head  of  government,  and  he,  as  that  royally  appointed 
head,  now  required  the  oidores  to  obey  him  as  vice- 
regent,  governor,  captain-general,  and  president,  re- 
store him  to  office,  and  protect  his  person  with  the 
force  enrolled,  under  penalty  of  being  declared  rebels, 
together  with  their  supporters,  a  penalty  involving 
death  and  confiscation. 

In  the  expectation  of  such  notices  it  is  not  to 
be  wondered  at  that  visitors  to  the  convent  were 
searched.  The  audiencia  did  not  fail  to  express  disap- 
proval of  the  extreme  language  used,  and  regret  that 
the  inquisitor  should  have  undertaken  to  carry  it. 
This  official  was  henceforth  forbidden  entrance  into 
the  convent.  After  two  days  of  deliberation  the 
oidores  replied  in  equally  formal  manner,  in  the  king's 
name,  addressing  Gelves  as  marquis  and  ex-viceroy. 
They  recapitulated  the  different  acts   of  despotism 

"  '  Teniendo  dispnesta  mi  jomada  y  embarcacion,  la  impidieron  contra  mi 
voluntad.*  Gelves*  representation  of  September  1,  1624,  in  Doc  Hist,  Mex.^ 
s^rie  ii.  tom.  iii.  197.  See  also  /(/.,  95-6.  He  might  change  his  place  of 
abode  within  New  Spain.  Mex.^  KeL  Svm,,  14. 

^^  It  was  resolved  by  the  oidores  to  treat  all  matters  with  the  viceroy  in 
council  and  in  writing. 
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which  gave  rise  to  the  popular  commotion  that 
caused  him  to  abandon  the  palace,  such  as  disobey- 
ing royal  orders;  withdrawing  right  of  appeal;  pre- 
venting the  audiencia  from  administering  justice  and 
fulfilling  the  duties  of  their  oflBce;  suppressing  letters 
and  interfering  with  the  free  use  of  mails  to  the  court 
and  elsewhere;  proclaiming  that  no  will  but  his  own 
should  prevail,  even  in  spiritual  matters,  to  which 
end  he  had  exiled  the  archbishop  and  imprisoned  the 
oidores.  These  and  other  outrages  had  so  irritated 
the  people  as  to  compel  the  audiencia,  by  common 
acclamation,  and  by  cddulas  providing  for  such  cases, 
to  assume  government  and  save  the  country  from 
ruin.  Tribunals,  secular  and  ecclesiastic  bodies,  and 
citizens  generally  had  further  required  them  to  retain 
this  power  for  the  safety  of  all.  The  eflForts  of  the 
raarquis  to  resume  his  late  office  were,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, dangerous  to  peace,  and  he  was  ordered 
to  desist,  under  penalty  of  being  held  responsible  for 
any  trouble  and  disaster  that  might  arise  in  conse- 
quence. He  was,  moreover,  commanded  to  obey  the 
audiencia.^ 

Without  the  power  to  enforce  his  demands  Gelves 
could  merely  continue  to  issue  protests  while  declaring 
that  he  would  do  nothing  that  might  cause  disturbance. 
Yet  he  objected  to  certain  measures  of  the  audiencia 
as  tending  to  irritate  the  people  against  him,  and  sent 
proclamations  to  municipalities  and  citizens  command- 
ing them  and  other  similar  bodies  in  New  Spain  to 
maintain  order  and  oppose  the  scandalous  and  dis- 
loyal acts^  to  which  the  despotic  and  inimical  conduct 

'•  This  document  was  signed  by  Licenciado  Paz  de  ValleciUo,  senior  oidor 
and  acting  president,  Doctor  Galuos  de  Valencia,  Licenciado  Pedro  de  Ver- 
cara  Gaviria,  Licenciado  Alonso  Vasquez  de  Cisneros,  Doctor  Diego  de  Aven- 
daiio,  the  only  don  among  the  six,  and  Licenciado  Juan  de  Ibarra.  Counter- 
signed by  the  escribano  mayor  Godinez.  The  text  of  this  and  the  preceding 
protest  are  given  in  full  in  Mex.^  Bel.  Svm.,  14-18.  The  inquisitor  consid- 
ered the  tone  too  strong,  and  declined  to  act  as  bearer. 

"This  evoked  from  the  local  authorities  at  Mexico  merely  a  declaration  of 
loyalty  and  of  respect  for  the  *  marquis.*  Doc.  Hist.  Mex.,  s^rie  ii.  tom.  iii.  194- 
205.  Corrcgidoi  Avila,  as  a  Srst  cousin  to  Gelves.  was  debaiTcd  from  taking 
part  in  the  consideration  of  these  and  later  messages  from  his  kinsman. 
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of  the  audiencia  might  give  rise.  This  body  issued  a 
counter  proclamation  declaring  Gelves  to  be  actuated 
by  malicious  motives,  and  that  his  order  was  intended 
chiefly  to  draw  attention  from  a  defeated  plot  on  the 
part  of  his  nephew,  Francisco  Pimentel,  to  gather 
forces  in  support  of  the  uncle  while  pretendmg  to 
raise  them  for  Acapulco.  Pimentel  had  oeen  arrested, 
and  all  local  authorities  were  charged  to  aid  the  au- 
diencia in  suppressing  similar  attempts.^ 

Meanwhile  clergy,  oidor.es,  and  local  authorities 
of  Mexico  had  combined  to  gather  evidence  against 
the  viceroy,  and  in  support  of  their  acts,  and  this 
evidence  together  with  exculpatory  letters  were  for- 
warded by  the  fleet  under  Oquendo  which  set  sail 
for  Spain  shortly  after  the  riot.  The  audiencia 
appointed  for  this  mission  Doctor  Hernan  Carrillo 
Altamirano,  legal  adviser  of  that  body,  who  had  be- 
come the  sworn  enemy  of  Gelves  because  of  his  inter- 
ference with  certain  of  the  doctor's  irregular  sources 
of  income.^  The  municipality  of  Mexico  commis- 
sioned at  the  same  time  Crist6bal  de  Molina  y  Pisa, 
one  of  the  regidores  whom  Gelves  had  placed  under 
arrest,  and  provided  him  with  letters  from  different 
sources,  and  for  the  most  influential  officials  in  Spain.^ 
In  the  representation  to  the  king  they  depicted 
Gelves  as  a  tyrannical,  unscrupulous,  self-willed,  and 
violent  man,  who  had  made  himself  so  generally  feared 
and  hated  by  all  good  citizens  as  finally  to  compel 
them  to  rise  in  self-defence.^ 

'^  Id.  i  185-93.  Grclves  claimed  that  he  had  received  many  offers  to  aid  him 
in  recovering  his  position,  but  be  preferred  not  to  endanger  public  peace. 
Mex.^  Rel.  Svm.^  13. 

'^'^  He  had  once  been  arraigned  for  murder.  Gelves  had  punished  him  and 
taken  away  600  pesos  of  unlawful  income  derived  by  him  from  Indians.  He 
was  now  captain  of  one  of  the  companies  raised  by  the  new  rulers,  and  re- 
ceived 10,000  pesos  from  the  drainage  fund  for  his  journey.  76. 

23  Cavo  alludes  to  him  as  the  alf«Srez  real.  Tres  Siglos,  i.  276.  He  was 
commissioned  as  procurador  general,  and  carried  letters  to  a  number  of 
leading  men,  such  as  Conde  de  Olivares,  prime-minister,  Conde  de  Monterey, 
president  of  the  council  of  Italy,  to  whose  father  Molino  had  been  secretary, 
the  ex -viceroy  Montesclaros,  now  of  the  councU  of  state,  and  the  members 
of  the  India  council.  The  different  texts  are  given  in  Doc.  Hist,  Mex,,  s^rie 
ii^  torn.  iii.  152-74. 

'^  As  a  judge  he  had  been  cruel  and  unjust;  he  had  removed  and  appointed. 
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The  archbishop  showed  himself  no  less  energetic 
in  collecting  and  wording  his  evidence,  in  which  he 
figured  as  a  martyr  to  religion.  The  viceroy  had  in- 
terfered also  in  his  jurisdiction,  and  had  persecuted 
clergymen  and  oidores  for  daring  to  expostulate.  In 
support  of  his  representation  he  did  not  hesitate  to 
include  the  declarations  of  aged  nuns,  who  professed 
to  have  beheld  the  viceroy's  adherents  in  the  form  of 
demons,  and  to  have  heard  a  supernatural  voice  de- 
nounce the  marquis  for  his  disobedience  to  the  prel- 
ate. To  another  had  been  revealed  that  those  who 
attacked  the  palace  were  souls  from  purgatory  led  by 
their  guardian  angel.^ 

As  for  the  viceroy,  his  documents  and  letters  of 
defence  were,  after  long  delay,  given  an  opportunity 
for  transmission  in  the  treasure  fleet;  but  this  was 
wrecked,  with  the  loss  of  two  millions  of  precious 
metals,  and  Gelves'  majordomo,  Juan  de  Baeza,  went 
down  with  the  documents  in  his  charge.^  Some 
earlier  reports  by  him  and  his  adherents  appear,  how- 
ever, to  have  reached  Spain. 

The  court  was  not  a  little  astonished  and  perplexed 
on  receiving  the  news  from  Mexico.    It  could  not  well 

officials  at  will,  selecting  those  who  unscrupulously  carried  out  his  orders, 
without  regard  to  their  fitness;  he  had  interfered  with  the  duties  of  the 
audiencia  and  municipality,  taking  upon  himself  to  decide  in  many  of  their 
afiairs;  he  shocked  the  feelings  of  the  community  by  his  lack  of  respect  for 
religion,  thereby  setting  a  dangerous  example  to  evil-disposed  persons.  If 
the  municipali^  had  formerly  praised  the  viceroy,  it  was  due  to  intimida- 
tion; for  he  had  not  only  exiled  the  more  independent  regidores,  but  caused 
all  their  reports  to  be  submitted  to  him,  and  to  be  filled  with  praise  of  him- 
self. As  for  the  rioters,  they  were  chiefly  Indians  and  mestizos  of  feeble 
intelligence,  actuated  by  a  loyal  though  misdirected  zeal  for  the  king.  Eegi- 
dores  GaTiria  and  Valencia  should  be  rewarded  for  their  good  services  in 
restoring  order.  /6.,  Libro  Capitular,  pt,  xxv.  82-8. 

*The  nun  had  prophesied  the  riot.  Doc.  Hist.  Mex.,  s^rie  ii.  tom.  iii. 
25-49.     Other  testimony  appears  on  pp.  230-74. 

^Mex,,  Hel,  Svm,,  13.  Urrutia  names  the  messengers  Melchor  de  C6r- 
doba  and  Qer^nimo  de  Valenzuela,  and  relates  that  the  documents  were 
smuggled  into  their  hands  by  the  aid  of  a  laborer  at  the  convent  where  Gklves 
was  living.  They  further  took  the  precaution  of  leaving  the  city  with  dogs 
and  falcons  as  if  for  a  hunt.  Once  outside  they  hastened  to  Vera  Cruz  to 
embark  on  the  ill-fated  fleet  with  which  they  were  to  perish.  BeLy  in  Mex. 
y  9UB  Dieturbios,  MS.,  i.  .363,  407.  This  smuggling  probably  applies  to  an 
earlier  report  sent  by  Gelves. 
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be  decided  with  whom  the  blame  should  rest,  although 
the  defense  of  the  archbishop  appeared  by  no  means 
satisfactory.  One  thing  was  certain  however,  that 
the  authority  of  the  king  had  been  defied  in  his  repre- 
sentative, and  that  an  audiencia  which  had  failed  to 
support  him  at  a  critical  moment  could  not  be  trusted 
with  supreme  control.  It  was  also  the  opinion  of  the 
nobles  that  exemplary  punishment  should  be  meted 
to  the  ringleaders,  lest  leniency  give  encouragement 
to  greater  disloyalty.  But  to  this  the  marques  de 
Montesclaros  objected,  saying  that  "a  child  could  in 
his  majesty's  name  control  the  whole  viceroyalty."^^ 
Time  had  evidently  left  a  happy  impression  on  the 
mind  of  the  ex-viceroy. 

Nevertheless  it  was  decided  to  appoint  a  new  ruler; 
one  possessed  of  firmness  to  assume  control  of  an 
apparently  disordered  country  and  with  sagacity  to 
guide  an  investigation  and  restore  harmony  by  recon- 
ciling discordant  elements,  for  it  was  not  thought 
either  prudent  or  needful  to  send  troops.  Such  a  man 
it  was  thought  might  be  found  in  the  governor  of 
Galicia,  Rodrigo  Pacheco  y  Osorio,  marques  de  Cer- 
ralvo,^  who  combined  great  physical  strength  with 
tried  bravery,  and  while  occasionally  subject  to  pas- 
sionate outbursts  was  reputed  to  be  of  jovial  dispo- 
sition and  agreeable  in  manner,  yet  withal  devout 
and  addicted  to  study.  These  qualities  had  however 
contributed  less,  it  is  said,  to  obtain  the  favor  which 
he  enjoyed  at  court  than  the  fortunate  circumstance 
that  he  once  saved  the  queen  by  carrying  her  away 
from  a  fire.^ 

Owing  to  the  apparent  urgency  of  the  case  Cerralvo 
hastened  on  his  way  accompanied  by  his  marchioness 

"  '  Un  nifio  podia  atar  y  aujetar  &  todo  este  reino  al  servicio  de  S.  M.  con 
nn  cordel  de  laiia.'  /rf.,  370. 

^®  And  relative  of  Pacheco,  viceroy  of  Catalufia.  Cortina,  Doc,  Hist,  Rei- 
nado  Felipe^  iv.  100-1.     Portrait  and  autograph  in  Ribera^  Gob.  Mex.^  i.  118. 

*•  He  once  killed  a  corregidor  with  a  dagger  stroke  in  a  just  cause.  Once 
every  week  he  celebrated  the  communion.  His  confessor  waa  a  Pauline  f*iar 
of  great  piety,  master  of  the  college  of  Villagarcfa.  UmUiay  Hd,,  in  Mf-t.  y 
^sus  Disturbioa,  MS.,  I  301-5. 
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and  two  children,*^  and  some  eighty  attendants  and 
officers,  four  of  them  knights.  He  was  joined  by 
oidores  appointed  to  replace  certain  members  of  the 
doubtful  audiencia,  and  by  Martin  de  Carrillo,  inquisi- 
tor of  Valladolid,  the  latter  bearing  special  instruc- 
tions to  investigate  the  outbreak  and  see  to  the 
punishment  of  the  guilty.  The  party  sailed  in  the 
fleet  of  General  Chavez  and  reached  Vera  Cruz  in 
September  1624.*^  On  the  way  to  Mexico  they  were 
detained  at  different  places  by  demonstrations,  ad- 
dresses, and  petitions,  and  courted  by  a  host  of  seekers 
for  favors  or  clemency,  in  view  of  the  prospective 
reforms  and  punishments  to  be  ordained.  At  Puebla 
the  reception  was  particularly  brilliant  with  triumphal 
arches,  processions,  bull-fights,  and  other  perform- 
ances. The  bishop  here  sought  to  win  the  good 
graces  of  the  marchioness  by  presenting  a  casket  with 
perfumes  and  the  like,  all  mounted  in  gold.  The  lady 
kept  the  perfume  alone,  returning  the  rest,  whereat 
the  prelate  is  said  to  have  felt  deeply  mortified.^^ 

Cerralvo  entered  Mexico  informally  toward  the  end 
of  October,  conferred  for  some  time  with  Gelves,^  and 
inquired  into  the  state  of  affairs.  One  result  was 
that  he  determined  first  to  restore  the  dignity  of  his 
office,  and  to  this  end  ordered  the  removal  of  the 
name  of  Gelves  from  the  excommunication  tablet^ 
and  his  reinstallation.  This  was  a  bitter  pill  to  the 
higher  officials,  notably  the  oidores;  but  the  new 
members  of  the  audiencia  assisted  to  overrule  objec- 

'^  Vetancnrt  mentions  only  one,  a  daughter  who  died  at  Mexico  in  1631. 
Trat,  Mex.,  14. 

*'  On  approachinff  this  place  two  fast  sailers  advanced  to  gather  news,  and 
met  cruising  off  the  Tiarhor  two  vessels  sent  by  the  audiencia  to  anticipate  the 
report  of  any  such  arrival  and  what  it  might  bode.   Urrutia^  ubi  sup. 

'>  *  Pienso  one  el  despego  tan  impensado  sirve  de  azada  para  abrirle  en 
breve  la  sepultura.'  Umttia^  Rel.^  in  Mex,  y  sus  DuiurbloSy  MS.,  L  443. 
Gifts  from  Gaviria  were  also  declined. 

**  Urrutia  relates  that  Gelves  made  a  return  visit  to  Chapultepec  where 
the  marchioness  received  him  kneeling  and  in  tears.  Gelves  also  knelt  and 
wept  till  Cerralvo  made  both  rise. 

'*  Portillo,  the  provisor  then  in  charge  of  the  diocesan  afBetirs,  made  objec- 
tions, bat  Cerralvo  peremptorily  ordered  obedience,  and  intimated  that  he 
had  power  to  deal  summarily  even  with  prelates. 
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tions.  On  the  30th  of  October  the  municipality,  with 
the  best  grace  possible,  issued  proclamations  in  accord- 
ance with  the  order,  declaring  their  joy  at  the  pros- 
pective re-entry  of  their  viceroy  on  the  morrow,  and 
ordering  a  pompous  celebration  with  salvos  and  fire- 
works to  testify ''  the  affection  which  the  city  enter- 
tained for  the  marquis."^ 

On  the  31st  a  vast  procession  of  oflScials,  nobles, 
gentry,  and  prominent  citizens  appeared  at  the  con- 
vent, whence  the  troops  had  been  removed,  and  hat 
in  hand  the  oidores  made  their  bow.  Gelves  vaulted 
into  the  saddle  and  was  escorted  to  the  palace.  Alonj 
the  very  streets  so  lately  trodden  by  him  as  a  decrie< 
fugitive  shielded  by  the  darkness,  he  now  proceeded 
with  the  pomp  of  a  victor,  beneath  arches  and  fes- 
toons, amid  salvos  and  ringing  of  bells,^  beneath 
floral  showers  from  fair  hands,  and  amid  the  thunder- 
ing cheers  of  countless  spectators,  who  now  and  then 
made  a  diversion  by  cursing  the  oidores  and  other 
enemies  of  their  beloved  viceroy.  At  the  palace  gate 
he  was  actually  caught  in  the  arms  of  the  fickle  popu- 
lace and  carried  to  where  Cerralvo  stood  to  receive 
him.  In  the  evening  came  festivities  with  illumina- 
tion and  fireworks.  Gelves  did  not,  however,  expect 
to  assume  executive  power,  for  this  he  regarded  as 
already  vested  in  Cerralvo.  He  merely  came  to 
triumph.  The  next  day  he  left  the  palace,  and  fol- 
lowed this  time  by  a  sorrow-stricken  crowd  entered 
the  Franciscan  convent  at  Tacuba,  there  to  await  his 
residencia.*^ 

The  popular  demonstrations  at  his  entry  and  de- 
parture were  by  no  means  so  insincere  as  at  first 
glance  might  appear.  An  interval  of  eight  months  had 
calmed  men's  passions  considerably,  and  the  rule  of 
the  audiencia  had  tended  to  exalt  in  the  eyes  of  most 
citizens  the  salutary  strictness  of  the  overthrown  gov- 

^Mex„  Bel.  Estado,  30. 

^  At  all  the  temples,  save  the  cathedral,  the  Jesuit  houses,  and  the  Car- 
melite convent. 

"  Umaia,  ReL,  MS.,  i.  441-61. 
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eminent.  The  annulling  of  Gelves'  many  reforms,  the 
setting  aside  of  pending  indictments  and  verdicts,  the 
permission  so  generally  given  to  carry  arms,  greatly 
contributed  to  promote  corruption  and  disorder  among 
all  classes.  Monopolies  again  appeared  in  force  to 
raise  prices  and  grind  the  poor,  aided  by  dishonest 
officials;  rich  and  influential  criminals  bought  them- 
selves free,  while  humbler  law-breakers  languished 
in  prison.  Varaez  appeared  on  the  street  with  great 
ostentation,  and  proceeded  to  his  alcaldia  mayor  to 
submit  to  residencia,  accompanied  by  fifty  horsemen, 
who  were  no  doubt  intended  to  intimidate  honest  wit- 
nesses.^ Bandits  again  began  to  crowd  the  highways 
and  commit  depredations  with  impunity,  and  afiairs 
assumed  so  forlorn  an  aspect  that  many  became  loud 
in  their  desire  for  the  restoration  of  Gelves.^ 

On  the  Sunday  following  the  nominal  reinstallation 
of  his  predecessor,  Cerralvo  took  formal  possession  of 
office  as  fifteenth  viceroy,*®  and  prepared  to  extend  the 
needed  reforms,  yet  in  a  manner  more  conciliatory  and 
affable  than  that  of  Gelves,  so  as  to  gain  general  good 
will.  He  showed  also  greater  regard  for  some  of  the 
old  oidores  than  had  been  expected,  Valecillo  being 
recommended  for  promotion  and  Gaviria  intrusted  with 
several  honorable  commissions.*^ 

The  residencia  of  Gelves  was  proclaimed  with  more 
than  usual  formality,  owing  to  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances of  his  rule.  Fully  two  hundred  witnesses  came 
from  different  parts  to  testify,  the  trial  lasting  fifteen 
months.     In  connection  with  this  inquisition  Carrillo 

"He  seized  his  denouncer  Soto  and  forced  him  with  threats  to  declare  his 
testimony  false.  Soto  afterward  reaffirmed  his  statements.  Mex,,  Rel,  Svm,^ 
12. 

••  Yet  snch  expressions  were  promptly  suppressed.  The  oidores  and  regi- 
dores  made  money  by  selling  monopoly  licenses.  Orambila,  7^umulto8,MS.f  12- 
15.  No  energetic  efforts  were  put  forth  to  recover  the  booty  taken  from  the 
palace  and  other  places  during  the  riot,  although  a  part  was  recovered.  Doc. 
Mlist.  Mex.,  s6rie  ii.  tom.  iii.  92-3,  151-2. 

**  November  3d,  it  appears,  though  Cavo  and  others  place  this  as  the  date 
of  his  arrival  at  Mexico.  TVes  Sighs,  i.  276. 

**  A  nephew  of  the  latter  was  appointed  asesor  to  the  viceroy.  3/ear.,  ReL 
Estado,  30.    Gelves  does  not  appear  to  have  been  quite  pleased  with  this. 
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also  investigated  the  conduct  of  all  concerned  in  the 
riot,  including  ecclesiastics  by  special  assent  of  the 
pope,*^  yet  with  prudent  leniency,  for  it  was  not 
politic  to  stir  the  more  powerful  spirits.  Examples 
were  made  among  the  less  formidable.  Many  of  these 
anticipated  events  by  flight,  but  several  officials  in- 
cluding two  oidores  were  removed,  four  of  those  who 
led  in  the  outbreak  were  executed,  and  five  ecclesi- 
astics who  had  hurried  away  to  Spain  were  sent  to 
the  galleys.**  In  a  proclamation  to  the  people  Cer- 
ralvo  announced  that  the  trial  had  convinced  the  king 
of  their  loyalty.  The  outbreak  was  evidently  caused 
by  rancor  against  the  marquds  de  Gelves  personally. 
Filled  with  a  desire  to  affirm  their  love  and  remove 
even  the  suspicion  of  disloyalty  among  vassals  of 
Spain,  his  Majesty  decreed  that  all  who  were  ar- 
raigned or  in  prison  for  supposed  complicity  in  the 
riot  should  be  released  unconditionally.** 

Archbishop  Serna  was  among  those  who  had  hur- 
ried out  of  the  way  to  Spain.  The  effect  of  his  con- 
duct in  causing  riot  and  overthrow  of  the  royal  repre- 
sentative must  have  startled  him  when  sober  second 
thought  prevailed.  His  position  became  uncomfort- 
able; he  felt  that  he  must  personally  plead  his  cause 
at  court,  and  in  the  spring  of  1624  he  departed  from 
Mexico.  The  desire  to  anticipate  the  disgrace  of  a 
recall  may  have  been  an  additional  motive.  Highly 
commendatory  letters  were  given  to  him  by  the 
municipality  and  others,  and,  still  warm  in  their  zeal, 

**  Urban  Vlll.y  Cartas^  in  TumuUos  de  Mex.^  MS.,  141. 

*^Doc,  Hist  Mex.,  sdrie  iL  torn.  ui.  123-4;  Cavo,  Tres  Sialos,  i.  277. 
Charges  being  nuide  that  Cerralvo  had  unduly  favored  Gelves  and  influenced 
the  inquisidor,  testimony  was  taken  with  an  almost  unanimous  approval  of 
the  viceroy's  course.  In  this  document  appear  the  following  as  new  mera- 
bere  of  audiencia:  Oidores  Juan  de  Alvarez  Serrano,  Don  Antonio  Canseco, 
Miguel  Ruiz  de  la  Torre,  Juan  de  Villa  vena  Cubiaurre,  and  fiscal  Yiiigo  de 
ArgueUo  y  Carbajal.  Oidor  Avendafio  remains.  The  officers  of  the  visita  are 
also  named.  Cerralvo^  Inform.^  in  J/tx.  y  sua  DisturhioSy  MS.,  ii.  221-477. 

**  This  did  not  exempt  those  already  alluded  to  from  punishment  as  trait- 
ors and  robbers.  Text  of  proclamation  dated  December  25,  1G25,  in  Doc.  llittt, 
Mex.,  sc^rie  ii.  tom.  iii.  209-12;  TnmulLos  de  Mex,,  MS.,  137-8.  Bofoi-e  his 
departure  Carrillo  ordered  city  oflBcials  to  give  residencia,  Tliey  protested 
and  were  exempted  from  a  review  of  charges  alread.y  pasped  by.  Cedulario 
^^ttevo,  L  336;  Libro  Capitular,  pt.  xxvi.  255.  ^ 
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the  people  contributed  a  hundred  thousand  pesos  for 
his  journey.^  A  prelate  whose  obstinacy  had  been 
the  chief  cause  for  bringing  into  contempt  a  royal 
representative,  and  into  peril  the  authority  of  the 
crown,  so  as  to  require  costly  and  radical  measures, 
such  a  man  could  not  expect  a  welcome.  He  was 
certainly  treated  coldly;  but'  the  pope  felt  pleased 
with  so  firm  a  champion  of  the  church,  and  recom- 
mended his  cause  to  the  king.  Other  influences  were 
brought  to  bear;  so  that  Serna  was  partially  restored 
to  favor  and  granted  the  important  see  of  Zamora. 
He  died  in  1631,  with  the  reputation  of  an  able  bishop 
and  a  benevolent  man.*®  His  successor  at  Mexico, 
appointed  in  1628,  was  Francisco  Manzo  y  Ziiniga, 
one  who  as  member  of  the  India  Council,  and  in  other 
political  positions,  had  been  trained  not  to  imperil 
royal  interests  for  ecclesiastic  prerogatives.  So  at 
least  it  was  supposed. 

Gelves  came  off  with  honor  from  the  residencia,  as 
a  righteous  judge,  zealous  for  the  administration  of 

i'ustice,  for  the  public  good,  and  the  service  of  the 
ing.*^  After  the  conclusion  of  the  trial  he  left  for 
Spain,^  and  was  well  received.  His  delay  in  coming 
had  allowed  time  to  soften  the  remembrance  of  his 
unfortunate  mishaps,  for  success  is  above  all  expected 
from  the  agent;  and  now  his  family  influence*^  could 
be  wielded  to  greater  advantage. 

^Mex.^  Bel.  Svm,^  13.  In  their  letter  the  cabildo  pray  the  king  to  send 
him  back  with  greater  power.  Doc.  Hist.  Mex,y  s^rie  ii.  torn,  iii  169-70. 
CaTO  says  that  he  was  recalled  to  suffer  humiliation  for  some  time.  Tres  Sig- 
lo8,  L  277. 

^  Gonzales  B&vila  attributes  to  him  Carrillo's  appointment  as  visitador. 
Teairo  Erles.,  i.  45.  Lorenzana  assumes  continual  favor  for  him  with  the 
kins.  ConcUioB  Mex.,  1555-65,  217.  But  this  Sosa  does  not  admit,  although 
he  does  not  agree  with  Cavo.  Episc.  Mex.,  66.  The  representations  of  the 
pope  in  1625,  in  his  behalf,  indicate  that  he  did  remain  awhile  under  a  cloud. 
VarUis,  in  Tumuftos  de  Mex.,  MS.,  139-40.  But  Lacunza*s  allusion  to  deep 
disgrace  is  not  borne  out.  Disc.  Hist.,  491. 

*'  ^Sentenda,  la  dio  el  Visitador. .  .en  14  de  Abril  de  1627.'  Mex,,  Kd, 
Estadoy  31. 

**  Several  writers,  followed  by  Zamacois,  state  that  he  left  in  1624,  but  be 
himself  declares  that  he  remained  in  the  convent  fully  a  year  after  Cerralvo's 
inauguration.  He  appears  to  have  sent  a  letter  from  Mexico  on  January  29, 
1626.  Id.,  30. 

^'He  was  related  to  the  powerful  conde  duque  de  Olivares. 
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The  monarch  had  good  reason  to  be  dissatisfied 
with  the  leading  personages  in  this  outbreak,  with 
the  viceroy  for  being  so  exacting  and  unyielding,  and 
with  the  prelate  for  his  excess  of  zeal,  when,  as  one 
who  professed  to  set  an  example  in  humility,  he 
should  have  contented  himself  with  a  protest  and 
appeal  to  the  sovereign,  especially  in  view  of  the  in- 
significance of  the  point  involved  and  the  weU  known 
temper  of  the  marquis.  The  ecclesiastics,  on  whom 
the  crown  above  all  relied  for  supporting  its  au- 
thority, since  troops  were  not  kept,  had  been  the 
chief  promoters  of^  the  riot,  wherein  they  proved 
themselves  possessed  of  a  power  greater  than  that  of 
the  state.  This  influence  had  been  strengthened  by 
the  triumphant  return  of  the  archbishop,  and  ex- 
tended not  alone  over  Indians  and  mestizos,  but  over 
the  Creoles.  The  Avila-Cort^s  conspiracy,  a  half- 
century  before,  had  been  an  outburst  on  the  part  of 
landed  proprietors,  with  little  hold  on  the  people; 
here  on  the  other  hand  came  in  action  a  wide-spread 
feeling  rooted  among  the  very  sinews  of  the  colonists 
and  directed  against  the  more  favored  children  of 
Spain,  those  of  Iberian  birth  who  had  come  across 
the  sea  to  fill  the  best  and  largest  number  of  offices, 
with  the  intention  merely  of  enriching  themselves  in 
New  Spain  and  then  turning  their  back  upon  the 
country.  It  is  not  strange  that  those  born  on  the 
soil,  and  bound  to  it  by  every  tie,  should  look  with 
disfavor  on  these  interlopers  who  not  only  encroached 
on  their  rights  and  possessions,  but  treated  them  with 
contempt."     The  revelation  of  this  antipathy,  which 

^The  importance  of  the  Cklves  outbreak,  and  the  wide-spread  interest  af- 
fected thereby,  called  forUi  a  mass  of  documents  and  accounts  as  we  have 
already  seen.  Among  the  most  valuable  are  those  given  in  Documentos  para 
la  IJiMoria  de  Mexico,  s^rie  it  torn.  iu-iiL,  27  in  number,  collected  by  the 
knight  Echeverria  y  Veitia,  and  including  orders,  petitions,  and  representa- 
tions from  different  sources,  yet  for  the  greater  part  in  support  of  the  arch- 
bishop, and  most  of  the  remainder  in  favor  of  the  audiencia  and  cabildo.  The 
only  important  paper  on  Gelves'  side  had  already  appeared  in  print  This 
partiality  induced  the  historian  Jos^  F.  Kamirez  to  collect  a  complementary 
set  of  documents  bearing  on  the  other  side.  This  exists  in  two  4to  volumes  of 
close  manuscript  under  the  title  of  Mexico  y  sua  Disturbioe,  obtained  by  me 
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could  not  fail  to  extend  in  a  certain  degree  also  to 
the  home  government,  naturally  alarmed  the  king, 
and  was  a  main  reason  for  the  clemency  observed;  but 
few  well  directed  steps  were  taken  to*  profit  by  the 
lesson  in  conciliating  the  Creoles,  and  their  number 
and  feeling  grew  apace  till  they  became  irresistible. 

from  Bamirez'  libraiy,  whereof  the  first  contain8  seA'eral  important  relations 
by  Urmtia,  partly  in  condensed  form;  and  the  second,  a  lengthy  report  by 
the  secretary  of  Gelves,  Tobar  Ctodines,  and  one  in  favor  of  Sema,  from  an 
early  rare  publication  also  in  ray  possession.  A  third  volume  folio,  TumuUos 
de  Mexico f  collected  bv  the  same  gentlenum,  contains  original  docaments  and 
early  copies  bearing  chiefly  on  the  investigation,  its  results  and  subsequent 
acts.  Orambila^  7himultos  de  Mex,,  is  an  original  folio  manuscript  in  defence 
of  Gelves;  another,  Relacion  de  Tumultos^  opposes  him.  Among  the  rare 
accounts  printed  at  this  time  are:  Mexico^  Rnacion  Svmaria,  drawn  for  Gel- 
ves bv  Inquisitor  Flores  and  Friar  Lormendi;  Belacion  del  Eatado  en  que. . . 
hallo  loe  Beynos,  also  prepared  by  him;  Memorial  de  lo  Stfrcedido,  in  favor  of 
Sema;  BurguUlos^  Memorial  para. .  .CaiHUoy  by  Gelves'  confessor;  Qajpue^  de 
PorUllOf  En  la  Demanda^  bearing  on  the  sanctuary  privilege.  From  one  or 
more  of  these  sources  have  been  prepared  a  number  of  accounts  with  more  or 
less  impartiality,  yet  none  of  them  complete  or  reliable,  events  subsequent  to 
the  actual  riot  being  almost  wholly  ignored.  Cavo  for  instances  claims  to 
have  used  five  accounts,  three  of  them  in  favor  of  Gelves,  yet  his  clerical  bias 
is  too  evident.  Much  fairer  is  Sosa,  Episc,  Mex.,  59-63,  Rtbera^  Oob.  Mex., 
i.  113-17,  and  Alcaraz,  in  Liceo  Mex.,  ii.  121  et  seq.  Dice,  Univ.,  x.  653-03, 
gives  Cortina*s  imperfect  version.  Mora  is  very  faulty.  Mex.  y  sus  Rev.,  iv. 
snppl.  2-43.  Comparatively  brief  or  unimportant  are  the  accounts  in  Vetau" 
cvrt.  Trot,  Mex.,  13;  Lorenzana,  in  Concilio  Frov.,  1555-65,  216;  Cort^, 
Hist.  N,  E&p,,  21-2;  Sigiienza  y  Gongora,  Parayso  Occid.,  124,  448;  Alegre, 
Hist.  Comp.  JesuSf  iL  146-51;  Crdnica  del  Cdrmen,  vi.  757;  Oage,  Voy.,  i. 
225-45;  Medina,  Crthi,  S.  Diego,  161-2;  Vekuco,  Exalt,  Divina,  39-44;  OH- 
jalva,  Cr6n,  S,  AgusL,  110  et  seq.;  Revista  Mex.,  i.  81  et  seq.;  Fisher* s  Nat, 
Mag.,  i.  249-54;  Ma^s  Mex,  Aztec,  i.  188-94;  Miiller,  Reisen,  iL  52-67; 
Lacuma,  Disc.  Hiet,,  488-91;  Bustamante,  Voy,,  No.  10. 
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KING     AND     COLONY. 

1624-1639. 

DEnNOs  Measxtres — ^Thb  Dutch  at  Acapitloo — Gobsair  Raids  along  ths 
Coast  of  Yucatan— The  Bablovento  Squadron — Royal  Loans  and 
Extortions — Inundation  of  Mexico— Proposed  Removal  of  the  Cap- 
ital—Relief Measures  and  Drainage  Projects — The  Huehuetoca 
Tunnel— San  Felipe  the  Protobiarttr  of  Mexico — His  Irregular 
Life  and  Beatification — ^The  Hermit  Lopez — ^Viceroy  Cadsrsita — 
The  Prelate  ZdihoA^THE  First  Creole  Archbishop. 

In  order  to  guard  somewhat  against  the  recurrence 
of  such  happenings  as  the  Gelves  outbreak,  greater 
precautions  were  observed  by  the  home  government, 
as  we  have  seen,  in  selecting  the  heads  for  political 
and  ecclesiastical  affairs;  additional  instructions  were 
issued  to  guide  them  in  their  relation  to  others,  and  a 
certain  limitation  of  power  was  for  a  time  at  least 
imposed ;  the  king  for  instance  taking  upon  himself  to 
appoint  the  commandants  and  magistrates  of  leading 
ports,  strongholds,  and  towns,^  who  had  hitherto  been 
commissioned  by  the  viceroy.  Cerralvo  retained  for 
some  time  the  enlisted  troops  and  erected  suitable 
barracks,*  while  the  enrolment  list  of  volunteers  was 
preserved  for  cases  of  need. 

These  volunteers  really  constituted  a  part  of  the 
general  system  of  militia,  formed  already  by  Cortes,  in 
connection  with  encomiendas,  and  extended  over  set- 

'  In  Calle  a  number  of  these  appointments  are  enumerated.  Mem.  y  Kot. ,  1 68. 

'In  162S  the  city  asked  for  their  disbandment  for  'no  qnedan  ceniza  del 
Buceso  del  15  de  Enero  de  1624/  but  this  request  was  not  granted  till  two 
years  later.  Cedulario  NucvOf  i.  351.  The  cost  of  maintaining  them  appears 
to  have  been  wholly  borne  by  the  desagiie  fund,  which  was  thus  drained  of 
89,853  pesos.  FojisecUf  IJisl,  Hoc,,  v.  358-9. 

(80) 
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tlements  in  all  directions.  The  only  permanent  stand- 
ing forces  were  those  on  the  frontier,  engaged  partly 
in  conveying  trains  of  merchandise,  partly  in  garrison 
duty  at  the  presidios,  and  those  at  the  leading  coast 
ports,  as  Vera  Cruz  and  Acapulco.  Altogether  they 
constituted  but  a  small  body,  and  more  were  not  con- 
sidered necessary,  as  the  citizens  were  always  avail- 
able, and  efficient  even  against  foreign  invaders,  who 
after  all  could  do  little  beyond  ravaging  for  a  few 
leagues  along  certain  parts  of  the  coast.*  Still  there 
were  points  which  absolutely  required  protection,  such 
as  Vera  Cruz  and  Acapulco,  the  ports  for  the  rich 
fleets  and  the  storage  place  for  valuable  cargoes,  and 
in  view  of  the  increasing  number  of  Spain's  enemies 
Cerralvo  took  steps  to  strengthen  the  fortifications 
there. 

The  chief  reason  for  the  latter  measure  was  the 
arrival  at  Acapulco  of  a  large  Dutch  fleet.  Engaged 
in  their  struggle  for  independence,  the  Hollanders 
were  eager  not  only  to  distract  the  attention  of  the 
Spaniards  by  carrying  the  war  to  the  enemy's  coasts, 
but  to  injure  them  while  enriching  themselves.  With 
this  object  several  fleets  were  despatched  to  prey  on 
Spanish  trade  and  colonies,  and  among  them  one  of 
eleven  vessels  with  over  sixteen  hundred  men,  under 
Admiral  Jacob  TH^r^mite.  It  was  known,  however, 
as  the  Nassau  fleet,  from  the  prince  under  whose 
auspices  it  was  chiefly  fitted  out.*  It  left  Holland  in 
1623  with  the  chief  object  of  ravaging  the  rich  shores 
of  Peru.  This  plan  proved  a  failure  so  lamentable  as 
to  hasten  the  death  of  I'H^r^mite.  The  fleet  there- 
upon proceeded  northward  under  Admiral  Schapen- 
ham  and  entered  Acapulco  on  the  28th  of  October 
1624.  The  Philippine  galleons  had  not  yet  arrived, 
and  the  place  contained  little  worth  fighting  for,  espe- 
cially as  the  inhabitants  had  had  time  to  retire  with 

'Zamacoia  and  others  hastily  intimate  that  no  troops  existed.  Hist.  M^», 
V.  305. 

^This  has  led  most  Spanish  writers  to  suppose  that  this  prince  commanded  it. 
But.  Mkx.,  Vol.  III.    6 
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their  valuables.  The  commandant  had  entrenched 
himself  with  his  feeble  garrison  in  a  stronghold,  and 
thence  refused  the  overtures  of  Schapenham  for  an 
exchange  of  hostages,  while  the  latter  endeavored  to 
obtain  some  fresh  provisions. **  The  Hollander's  main 
intention  was  to  ascertain  when  the  Manila  fleet  should 
arrive.  He  now  contented  himself  with  a  few  attempts 
to  procure  water  and  fruit,  magnified  by  modern  Mex- 
ican writers  into  an  invasion  of  the  town.  This  ex- 
treme caution  of  the  enemy  encouraged  the  Spaniards 
on  one  occasion  to  beat  back  his  men  with  loss.  After 
despatching  part  of  his  fleet  Schapenham  set  sail  with 
the  remainder  November  8th,  and  tired  of  waiting  for 
the  galleons  he  steered  for  the  East  Indies.* 

Warned  of  the  visit,  Cerralvo  had  hastened  to  send 
troops  to  relieve  the  town,  but  their  march  was  coun- 
termanded on  learning  of  the  enemy's  departure. 
Energetic  eflforts  were  made,  however,  to  construct 
defences^  both  here  and  at  Vera  Cruz,  for  in  the  gulf 
of  Mexico  foreign  cruisers  could  frequently  be  seen. 
In  1625  the  treasure  fleet  for  Spain  under  Cadereita, 
later  viceroy  of  New  Spain,  narrowly  escaped  their 
clutches,^  but  the  fleet  of  1628,  carrying  bullion  and 
other  effects  to  the  value  of  over  twelve  millions  of 
pesos,  was  surprised  in  the  Bahama  Channel  by  the 
famous  Dutch  admiral  Pieter  Heyne,  who  for  some 

^  It  was  proposed  to  give  captured  Peruvians  in  return  for  hostages  and 
provisions. 

•  The  best  account  of  this  vovage  is  the  Diurnal  vnd  Historische  Besckrey- 
hiittfj  (ler  Nasaavcischen  Flolteriy  by  Decker,  who  served  on  one  of  the  vessels, 
as  he  states.  Strasburg,  1629.  It  appeared  in  an  earlier  shorter  form  as 
Joumofl  van  de  Nassawtche  Vloot,  issued  at  Amsterdam  in  1626  by  Gerritz, 
and  has  been  widely  copied  in  Do  Bry's  Hisl.  Amer.^  xiii.;  Gottfried,  Newt 
Welt,  565  et  seq. ,  and  others.  It  is  well  written,  yet  not  so  full  and  candid  as 
might  be  desired. 

^  Eighteen  large  pieces  of  artillery  were  brought  from  Manila  at  a  cost  of 
7,411  pesos.  OraUf  Manila^  in  Pacheco  and  Cdrdenas,  Col.  Doc,  vi.  380. 
Travellers  mention  bronze  cannon  there  marked  1628.  In  the  following  year, 
says  Cavo»  another  Dutch  fleet  entered  to  seek  provisions  without  doing  any 
damage.   Tres  Sigloff,  i.  277. 

"  1'  or  this  an  annual  thanksgiving  was  ordered  on  the  25th  of  November. 
What  with  corsairs,  storms,  and  carelessness  these  fleets  had  to  meet  many 
iliisfortunes.  In  1614  seven  vessels  were  driven  on  shore  near  Cape  Cotoche 
with  heavy  loss,  though  the  governor  took  steps  to  recover  a  portion.  Cogol- 
Ivdo,  Hist,  Yucathan,  472-3. 
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time  had  been  successfully  operating  oflF  Portugal 
and  against  transatlantic  vessels.  The  Spaniards 
fought  bravely  and  several  vessels  were  sunk  before 
the  flag-ship  surrendered.  The  blow  proved  no  less 
severe  to  the  merchants  of  New  Spain  than  to  the 
king,  who  sorely  needed  the  treasure.® 

This  success  lured  a  number  of  other  raiders  who 
for  want  of  better  points  along  the  gulf  made  Yucatan 
suffer.  In  1632  six  vessels  threatened  Campeche, 
but  timely  succor  made  them  retreat.  In  August  of 
the  following  year  the  town  was  again  visited,  this 
time  by  ten  vessels  under  a  leader  known  to  the 
Spaniards  as  Pid  de  Palo.  Guided  by  a  renegade,  he 
advanced  against  the  entrenchment  behind  which 
Captain  Galvan  Romero  had  retired,  but  a  well 
directed  fire  killed  several  of  his  men,  and  caused  the 
rest  to  waver.  It  would  not  answer  to  lose  many 
lives  for  so  poor  a  place,  and  so  a  ruse  was  resorted 
to.  The  corsairs  turned  in  pretended  flight.  The 
hot-headed  Spaniards  at  once  came  forth  in  pursuit, 
only  to  be  trapped  and  killed.  Those  who  escaped 
made  a  stand  in  the  plaza,  whence  they  were  quickly 
driven,  and  thereupon  the  sacking  parties  overran  the 
town.^®  Seven  years  later  Sisal  was  visited  by  a  fleet 
of  eleven  vessels  and  partly  burned  after  yielding  but 
little  to  the  raiders." 

One  result  of  these  ravages  was  an  order  for  the 
formation  of  a  squadron,  under  the  name  of  Barlo- 
vento,^*  to  protect  the  gulf  of  Mexico  and  the  West 
India  waters.     It  was  to  consist  of  twelve  galleons 

•  In  VazqueZf  Chrdn.  GvaJt. ,  255,  is  related  a  similar  surprise  by  a  French 
foe,  some  years  later.  Fourteen  friars  perished,  but  eight  others  were  picked 
tip  and  forwarded  to  CiAhz, 

'^The  corsair  demanded  40,000  pesos  to  spare  the  town  from  destruction, 
bat  the  citizens  refused  to  interfere.  The  renegade  guide,  Diego  the  mulatto, 
felt  deeply  moved  at  the  death  of  Romero,  who  had  been  his  godfather,  but 
against  several  other  persons  he  entertained  a  profound  hatred  bom  of  former 
maltreatment.  Cogollvdoy  HisL  Yucathan^  696-8;  Ccuttillo,  Die.  Yuc.y  269-70. 

'^In  1637  the  opportune  appearance  of  troops  had  saved  the  town  from 
such  a  fate.  IcL,  602,  639-40.  Pid  de  Palo  was  reported  to  be  waiting  for 
the  fleet  of  1638,  and  it  turned  back.  Cavo,  Tres  SigloSy  ii.  10. 

IS  Windward,  in  allusion  to  this  other  name  for  the  Antilles. 
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and  two  smaller  vessels,  and  the  estimated  cost  of 
maintenance,  six  hundred  thousand  ducats,  should  be 
levied  on  the  islands  and  mainland  from  Panamd 
northward.  Mexico  offered  to  contribute  two  hun- 
dred thousand  pesos  by  means  of  an  excise  tax  of  two 
per  cent."  Mdrida  placed  herself  on  the  list  with 
seven  thousand  pesos  for  fifteen  years,  and  other 
towns  came  forward  with  different  amounts.  One 
duty  of  the  fleet  was  to  prevent  smuggling,  from 
which  the  treasury  suffered  greatly,  and  while  the 
chief  station  must  be  Vera  Cruz,  other  ports  were  to 
be  frequented.  To  this  end  surveys  should  be  made, 
partly  with  a  view  to  future  shipyards.^* 

The  declaration  of  war  by  France  in  1633  added 
another  to  the  many  enemies  arrayed  against  Spain 
through  the  unfortunate  policy  of  Felipe  IV.,"  and 
the  colonies  had  to  share  her  misfortunes  not  alone  in 
the  form  of  pirate  raids,  but  in  being  subjected  to 
forced  loans  and  pressing  appeals  for  voluntary  and 
tax  imposts.  Already  by  cddula  of  December  4, 1624, 
the  king  had  intimated  to  his  subjects  that  they  ought 
to  assist  him  in  his  dire  need  by  voluntary  gifts,  and 
New  Spain  was  told  that  600,000  ducats  would  be 
expected  by  the  following  year  from  her  rich  colo- 
nists. They  sent  432,000  pesos,  and  this  liberal  re- 
sponse caused  the  donativo,  or  gift,  fund  to  become  a 
fixed  source  of  revenue.^     The  appeal  for  this  fund 

'•  In  addition  to  four  per  cent  already  existing,  two  reals  were  also  levied 
on  cards.  This  offer  was  accepted  by  council  of  October  19,  1638,  deduction 
having  to  be  made  when  no  fleet  came.  The  contador  of  the  fund  was  ap- 
pointed by  the  king.   Vetancvrt,  Trot.  Mex.j  30. 

**The  lirst  order  for  the  Barlovento  fleet,  dated  in  May  1635,  was  followed 
by  others  bearing  chiefly  on  funds  for  it.  The  two  per  mille  collected  by  the 
consulado  was  applied  to  it,  and  other  taxes.  Fonseca^  Hist.  Hac.y  ii.  12-20; 
Cogollvdo^  Hist.  lucathan^  559L  Santa  Marfa  de  la  Vitoria,  in  Tabasco,  was 
one  of  the  places,  fortified  with  artillery,  and  in  war  tyme  with  a  large  gar- 
rison. CcUtf^  Mem.  y  Not.y  87.  In  1636  Philippine  traders  fitted  out  two 
vessels  of  their  own  to  watch  for  corsairs. 

"  An  embargo  was  ordered  placed  on  the  property  of  all  French  subjects 
in  New  Spain,  as  elsewhere,  but  timely  warning  came  from  Spain  and  many 
saved  themselves. 

*®  By  1638  Mexico  city  gave  1,100,000  pesos  toward  it.  The  revenue  from 
the  Tributes  y  Becd  Scrvicio  fund  amounted  in  the  decade  of  1031-40  to 
2,390,200,  an  increase  of  400,000  over  the  previous  term.  Fonsecaf  Hist.  Hac.y 
i.  4o0,  V.  433-41;  Gonzalez  Ddvila,  Teatro,  i.  126. 
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was  enjoined  on  bishops  and  other  officials ;  and  differ- 
ent offices,  such  as  canonries  and  prebendary  ships,  were 
granted  to  those  who  displayed  liberality.  Officials 
had  to  submit  to  large  deductions  of  pay  under  the 
term  of  media  anata^^  and  mesada,^^  the  latter  apply- 
ing to  ecclesiastics.  In  addition  to  these  exactions 
loans  were  demanded,  or  forcibly  taken  when  not 
otherwise  obtainable,^  and  certain  taxes  were  sold  to 
speculators  for  a  large  sum  payable  in  cash.^ 

Frequent  prayers  rose  from  all  churches  through- 
out Spanish  domains  for  divine  aid  toward  the  efficacy 
of  these  measures,  and  with  a  view  to  incline  wor- 
shippers to  open  their  purses  as  freely  as  their  hearts. 
There  was  need  in  truth  to  promote  Christian  forbear- 
ance among  the  oppressed  subjects,  for,  at  the  very 
time  they  were  asked  to  bear  the  burden  of  wars 
brought  upon  them  often  by  mere  caprice,  they  re- 
ceived urgent  appeals  to  contribute  large  amounts 
toward  the  rebuilding  of  royal  palaces.^ 

The  most  grievously  taxed  colonists  of  New  Spain 
at  this  time  were  probably  those  at  Mexico.  Reputed 
to  be  among  the  richest  in  the  wealthy  colonies,  they 
were  expected  to  meet  liberally  every  demand  for  aid 
by  the  crown,  no  matter  how  sorely  rulers,  or  pirates, 
or  famine  might  harass  them.  And  now  another 
misfortune  was  at  hand.  In  1627  heavy  rains  caused 
the  Rio  Quauhtitlan  to  break  the  dams  confining  its 

^^  It  was  established  in  1631  and  exacted  half  the  income  of  the  first  year 
from  each  office,  as  the  term  implies.  This  ley^  was  increased  at  times.  For 
rules  regarding  the  tax  see  Recop.  de  IndiaSf  iu  542  et  sea. 

*^This  deduction  of  *  monthly  *  incomes,  as  the  term  implies,  was  established 
still  earlier.     For  decrees  concerning  it  see  Id.,  i.  152  et  seq. 

"In  1625  Cerralvo  repaid  40,000  pesos  lent  by  the  municipality,  and  on 
the  strength  of  the  good- will  created  by  this  promptness  he  shortly  after  de- 
manded a  larger  loan.  Cedulario  Nuevo^  i.  86,  326.  Part  of  the  bullion  arriv- 
ing in  Spain  was  seized  and  the  owners  were  compelled  to  accept  instead 
money  of  inferior  intrinsic  value. 

'^^  Holders  of  land  with  doubtful  titles  were  made  to  pay  *  compromise' 
fees,  coUection  offices  were  extended  to  new  regions,  and  other  means  taken 
to  obtain  increased  revenue.  See  also  OofjCf  Voy.,  i.  201.  Much  of  this  was 
sent  direct  to  Florida,  the  West  Indies,  and  other  parts,  which  were  also 
supplied  with  powder  and  other  articles.  Recop,  de  Indins,  ii.  572,  592-3. 

'^Fonneca,  tJist,  Hac,  v.  441;  Cedulario  Nuevo^  L  441, 
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waters,  and  overflow  into  the  lower  lakes,  so  that  sev- 
eral parts  of  Mexico  were  laid  eighteen  inches  under 
water.  The  alarmed  citizens  at  once  bestirred  them- 
selves; causeways  were  raised  according  to  the  plans 
of  the  engineer  Boot;  a  new  dam  was  constructed 
near  Tizayuca;  another  to  divert  the  Rio  Pachuca, 
and  work  on  the  drainage  tunnel  received  fresh  im- 
pulse."^  ^ 

The  decrease  of  moisture  in  the  following  year 
calmed  the  ardor  of  both  workers  and  taxpayers,  and 
many  useful  projects  were  set  aside  as  needless.  In 
1629  the  rains  began  early  with  the  prospect  of  a  wet 
season.  Dams  broke  at  several  points,  and  already 
on  the  5th  of  September  canoes  floated  in  several 
parts  of  the  city,  and  thousands  prepared  to  depart. 
On  the  21st,  St  Matthew's  day,  came  the  heaviest 
rainfall  so  far  known  in  the  valley;  and  it  continued 
for  thirty-six  hours,  till  the  whole  city  lay  under  water 
to  a  depth  of  fully  two  varas  in  most  parts.^  The 
confusion  and  misery  defy  description.  All  seemed 
one  vast  lake  dotted  with  thousands  of  isolated  houses. 
Roofs  and  windows  were  crowded  with  men,  women, 
and  children,  drenched  and  suffering  from  hunger  and 
exposure.  From  every  direction  rose  lamentation, 
mingled  with  the  agonized  cries  of  drowning  persons 
and  noise  of  crumbling  walls.  While  some  buildings 
were  undermined  with  the  melting  of  the  adobe  brick, 
or  the  washing  away  of  the  foundation,  others  were 
carried  wholly  away.  The  costly  goods  in  shops  and 
warehouses  were  ruined,  and  broken  furniture  and 

"Cavo,  followed  by  modem  writers,  places  some  of  these  measures  in 
1626,  and  states  that  the  flood  of  1627  gave  rise  merely  to  useless  consulta- 
tions, Trea  Slglos,  i,  278;  but  Alegre,  HUt,  Comp.  Jesus^  ii.  178,  confirms  the 
more  natural  supposition  that  the  flood  gave  impulse  to  dams  and  other 
works.  The  dam  near  Tizayuca,  called  Presa  del  Bey,  was  made  or  com- 
pleted in  1628.  Inundacionea^  in  Col.  de  Diarios^  356. 

**  *  Lleg6  a  tener  dos  barcas  de  alto  el  agua  por  donde  menos.'  Cepeda,  BeL, 
pt.  ii.  27.  *Subia  mas  de  media  vara  en  la  parta  mas  alta.'  Alegre,  UiU, 
Comp.  JemiSf  ii.  180;  PaneJt^  Vireyes^  MS.,  96-7.  Vetancurt  writes  that  the 
main  square  with  cathedral,  palace,  and  plazuela  de  Volador,  and  all  Santiago 
remained  above  water,  Chron.,  121;  but  this  must  be  a  mistake,  for  the 
square  lay  less  than  two  varas  above  the  surface  of  the  lake. 
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other  household  effects  floated  about  the  streets.  No 
one  could  leave  his  dwelling  save  in  canoes;  and  these 
did  not  suffice  for  all,  so  that  intercourse  was  difficult. 
Public  affairs  came  to  a  standstill;  divine  service  was 
suspended,  and  bells  were  rung  only  for  prayer. 

The  viceroy  and  archbishop  set  an  example  to  offi- 
cials and  wealthy  persons  by  extending  succor  to  the 
more  needy  quarters.  The  city  was  divided  into  dis- 
tricts, and  canoes  were  sent  round  with  provisions;  the 
sick  and  helpless  were  taken  to  better  quarters,  the 
palace  itself  being  converted  into  a  hospital  and  house 
of  refuge,  where  for  six  months  the  viceroy  dispensed 
charity.  No  less  noble  were  the  efforts  of  other 
prominent  persons,  the  prelate  establishing  half  a 
dozen  hospitals,  and  seeking  also  to  encourage  the 
sufferers  with  religious  consolation  by  going  around 
daily  to  hold  masses  at  altars  improvised  on  roofs  and 
balconies.  The  flood  showing  no  signs  of  abatement, 
he  proceeded  to  the  Guadalupe  shrine  on  the  main- 
land, and  brought  thence,  for  the  first  time  since  its 
foundation,  the  image  of  the  virgin,^*  in  the  hope  that 
so  sacred  a  presence  might  cause  the  water  to  retire; 
but  no  speedy  relief  was  experienced. 

Under  this  gloomy  prospect  the  agitation  for  a  re- 
moval of  the  city  was  renewed,  and  many  began  to 
erect  houses  in  different  parts  along  the  mainland 
shore.  Petitions  were  addressed  to  the  king  to  grant 
his  sanction,  and  in  a  cedula  of  May  19,  1632,  the 
elevated  plain  between  Tacuba  and  Tacubaya  was 
assigned  for  the  new  site,  if  a  representative  council 
should  find  the  change  necessary.^ 

By  this  time  property-holders  were  well  aware  that 

**  Brought  over  on  September  27th  says  Medina,  who  adds  the  pious  false- 
hood that  the  waters  at  once  began  to  retire.  Chrdn,  8.  Diego ^  123.  Alegre, 
loc.  cit.,  gives  the  24th  and  leaves  the  intimation  that  no  good  effect  followed* 
Ftorencioj  Estrdla  del  I^orte^  130.  Ddvila  upholds  the  efficacy  of  the  image, 
and  adds  that  an  image  of  St  Dominic  assisted  in  lowering  the  waters ;  so 
much  so  that  *a  fines  de  Julio  del  afio  de  1630. .  .recibieron  por  Patron  y 
abogado  a  Santo  Domingo.'  Continuctchii,  MS.,  303;  Panes,  Vireyes^  MS.,  96-7. 

»  This  site  was  on  the  Sanctorum  grange.  CavOy  Trett  Sigloe,  ii.  2-3.  Those 
who  had  erected  houses  elsewhere  must  not  occupy  them.  This  and  sup- 
plementary decrees  are  reproduced  in  Oepeda,  MeL,  pt.  ill.  7  et  seq. 
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such  a  change  would  work  their  ruin,  and  loud  remon- 
strances found  their  way  even  to  the  court.  The  city 
f)roperty,  now  valued  at  fully  fifty  millions,  would  be 
ost,  including  a  large  number  of  sumptuous  temples, 
fifteen  convents,  eight  hospitals,  six  colleges,  and  other 
public  buildings  and  works.  With  the  growing  scarcity 
of  available  Indians  the  cost  of  rebuilding  would  bo 
immense,  and  thousands  would  be  reduced  to  beggary 
by  the  transfer.  Besides,  how  could  all  the  convents 
and  temples  be  restored,  and  how  could  the  inmates 
be  supported  when  present  rentals  were  lost?^  Those 
who  assisted  at  the  councils  for  considering  the  ques- 
tion were  most  of  them  too  deeply  interested  in  the 
city  property  to  permit  a  change,  and  so  the  project 
dropped.  They  sturdily  continued  to  occupy  their 
houses,  although  for  over  four  years  the  city  remained 
practically  flooded.  The  higher  parts  did  come  above 
the  surface,  but  heavy  rains  on  two  occasions  assisted 
to  keep  the  waters  above  the  lower  lying  districts. ^^ 

Meanwhile  a  large  number  of  families  migrated  to 
Puebla  and  other  towns,  and  a  still  larger  proportion 
perished  during  the  floods  and  from  the  exposure, 
want,  and  diseases  which  followed,  particularly  in  the 
poorer  and  Indian  sections.^  Energetic  measures  were 
taken  to  improve  communication  and  other  facilities 

'*The  most  interesting  representations  on  this  subject  are  given  in  Cepeda. 
It  is  also  referred  to  in  Fonseca,  Hist.  Hac,^  v.  360;  in  Cavo;  CalU^  Mem.  y 
KoL,  43;  Atedinay  ChrOn.^  S.  Diego,  234;  Gonzalez  DdvUa,  TecUro  Ecles.,  i. 
18.  Tlie  number  of  houses  is  given  at  7,700.  The  oidores  who  figured  at 
the  time  and  assisted  in  deciding  the  question,  were  Licenciado  Francisco  del 
Castillo,  Doctor  Juan  de  Canseco,  licenciates  Alonso  de  Uria  y  Tobar,  Fran- 
cisco de  Herrera  Campuzano,  Antonio  Cuello  de  Portugal,  Juan  de  Villabona 
Zubiaurri,  and  fiscales  Juan  Gonzalez  de  Pifiafiel  and  Juan  de  Miranda  Gor- 
dejucla.  Cepeda,  Rel.,  i.  29,  37. 

^''  Vetancurt,  Chrdn,  ,121,  extends  the  flood  over  five  years.  Velasco,  Exalt, 
Div.,  45-G,  says  four.  Alegre  specifies  till  spring  of  1633  and  states  that  the 
rains  of  1630  nearly  gave  rise  to  a  riot.  Hist,  Comp.  Jesus,  ii.  182-3.  Some 
documents  imply  that  the  water  practically  receded  between  1631  and  1633 
and  finally  in  1634,  Humboldt,  Lssai  Pol.,  i.  215,  while  Lorenzana  assumes 
that  rains  in  1631  and  16S4  raised  the  decreasing  waters.  Cortes,  Hist.  N. 
Esp.,  22. 

**  Archbishop  Ziifiiga  exaggerated  the  loss  to  30,000  Indians,  and  states 
that  of  20,000  Spanish  families  (?)  only  400  remained  a  month  after  the  great 
inundation.  Letter  of  October  16,  1629.  Gonzalez  Ddvila,  Teatro  Edes,,  i. 
60;  Medina,  Chrdn.  S,  JJietjo,  121;  Grambila,  TumuUos,  ii. 
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80  as  to  decrease  the  suffering  and  induce  people  to 
return.  Raised  sidewalks  or  causeways  were  con- 
structed along  the  houses,  canoe  traflSc  was  increased, 
and  medical  aid  provided.  In  1634  came  a  series  of 
earthquake  shocks  which  rent  the  valley  in  different 
directions,  and  assisted  greatly  to  draw  off  the  water. 
This  was  claimed  by  the  native  and  Creole  population 
as  a  miracle  performed  by  their  favorite,  the  virgin  of 
Guadalupe,  while  the  Spaniards  stoutly  attributed  it 
to  their  patron,  she  of  Remedies,  intimating  that  the 
mediation  of  the  other  image  had  so  far  effected  no 
good.  The  dispute  between  the  votaries  became  quite 
hot,^  though  they  might  more  reasonably  have  cursed 
the  agency  which,  having  it  within  its  power  to  deliver 
them,  had  kept  them  in  misery  so  long.  With  this 
occurrence  the  city  saw  herself  once  more  free  from 
the  lake;  and  now  haste  was  made  to  clean  the  streets 
and  dredge  the  canals,  for  to  the  obstructions  in  these 
channels  was  partly  attributed  slow  drainage.^ 

During  the  excitement  consequent  upon  the  first 
flood,  enemies  of  the  Jesuits  sought  to  direct  popular 
feeling  against  them  as  having  broken  the  dams.  In- 
vestigation revealed  that  Martinez,  the  engineer  of 
the  drainage  tunnel,  had  closed  this  outlet  on  behold- 
ing the  vast  flow  of  water,  confident  that  its  force  and 
accompanying  debris  would  merely  destroy  his  works, 
while  the  latter  would  be  inadequate  under  the  cir- 
cumstances to  aid  in  saving  Mexico*  The  Jesuits 
were  cleared,  but  Martinez  had  to  languish  for  a  time 
in  prison  for  acting  without  permission.*^ 

The  importance  of  drainage  and  diversion  of  tribu- 
tary waters  became  now  more  generally  admitted,  and 

'•As  Betrani,  if  ex.,  iL  67-8,  eagerly  points  out. 

'*'Tbe  new  viceroy  Cadereita  gave  impulse  to  these  operations.  Cavo 
places  the  cost  at  14,000  pesos,  which  must  be  a  misprint.  Uepcda  mentions 
84,000  for  certain  work,  and  Vetancurt,  Ckrdn.^  121,  states  that  the  Francis- 
cans accomplished,  with  Indian  aid,  for  90,000  what  others  estimated  at  140,000. 
Algate  speaks  of  relics  of  this  period,  found  in  the  beginning  of  this  century, 
under  the  raised  causeways.  Gaceta,  ii.  124-5. 

'*  He  was  also  ill  provided  with  funds  for  work  on  the  tunnel.  Cepeda, 
£e!,,  pt.  ii.  26.  It  was  charged  that  he  had  closed  the  tunnel  on  purpose  to 
raise  the  estimation  of  its  value.  Humboldt ^  Esaai  Pol.^  i.  214. 
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a  number  of  projects  to  this  end  were  submitted,  all 
of  which  received  due  attention,  the  viceroy  joining 
personally  in  examination  of  ground.  Several  pro- 
posed a  drain  from  Lake  San  Crist6bal  through  Rio 
Tequisquiac  into  the  Pdnuco,  and  Simon  Mendez  even 
urged  the  extension  of  the  drain  to  Tezcuco  Lake. 
He  was  allowed  to  begin  the  task,  but  its  infeasibility 
must  soon  have  become  apparent,  for  it  did  not  pro- 
gress far.^  Another  suggested  that  the  underground 
passage  into  which  the  Teotihuacan  rivulet  disap- 
peared might  serve  for  outlet,  and  finally  the  Jesuit 
father  Calderon  revived  the  tradition  of  a  natural 
sink  in  the  bottom  of  Tezcuco  Lake,  between  two 
rocks  near  Pantitlan.  This  received  more  attention 
than  might  be  expected,  and  quite  extensive  exami- 
nations were  made  under  the  alluring  offer  of  a  hun- 
dred thousand  pesos  for  its  discovery.^ 

None  of  the  plans  appearing  to  possess  the  merits 
of  the  Huehuetoca  channel  for  eflScacy  and  cheapness, 
a  contract  was  made  with  Martinez  for  200,000  pesos 
to  put  the  tunnel  in  condition  for  carrying  off  the 
tributary  waters  of  Zumpango  and  Citlaltepec  lakes.^ 
The  plan  was  deemed  insuflBcient^  and  work  dragged 
slowly  along  both  on  the  outlet,  now  destined  to  oe- 
come  an  open  cut,  and  on  adjacent  structures.  The 
dam  of  San  Crist6bal,  protecting  the  Tezcuco  from 
northern  waters,  was  restored  in  a  substantial  manner; 
a  tributary  of  Chalco  Lake  from  the  volcano  range 
was   diverted,   and   several   minor  dams  were   con- 

*''  Each  of  these  plans  was  estimated  to  cost  from  three  to  nine  millions. 

'^Humboldt  comments  unfavorably  on  the  supposition  that  the  porous 
amygdaloid  of  the  valley  could  present  any  apertures.  Fsmi  Pol.^  i.  216. 
For  a  list  of  the  different  projects  with  details  of  the  principal,  see  Cepeda, 
j:eL,  16,  pt.  u.  37-40,  pt.  iii.  5-6,  17  et  seq.;  Vetancvrt,  Chrm.,  123-4;  La 
Cniz.  i.  542-5. 

^*  This  task  was  to  be  finished  in  21  months  bednning  early  in  1630.  Mex- 
ico sent  300  Indians  to  work,  and  orders  came  in  October  'que  la  obra  corriera 
haeta  las  bocas  de  S.  Gregorio.  *  Cnro,  Tree  Siglos,  ii.  2. 

'^  The  adverse  report  of  Oidor  Cubiaurr^  on  the  work  in  1632  hastened  the 
death  of  Martinez.  Cubiaurr6  succeeded  him  as  superintendent  for  a  short 
time.  In  1637  the  Franciscan  comisario  general  Flores  took  charge  and 
his  order  retained  control  for  many  years.  InundacioneSf  in  Col.  dt  Diarios, 
MS.,  350-8. 
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structed  or  repaired.**  In  order  to  relieve  the  city, 
the  funds  for  these  operations  were  obtained  chiefly 
by  means  of  a  tax  on  imported  wines."^  By  1637  the 
expenditure  on  the  drainage  works  had  risen  to  nearly 
three  millions.  During  the  following  decade  only 
three  hundred  and  thirty-eight  thousand  pesos  were 
expended,  and  after  that  still  smaller  amounts,  till 
1768-77,  when  they  rose  to  somewhat  over  half  a 
milhon.*^ 

Mexico  was  not  very  successful  in  her  appeals  to 
the  virgin  patrons,  as  we  have  seen,  and  her  religious 
fortitude  received  a  further  shock  from  the  circum- 
stance that,  just  before  her  greatest  misfortune,  she 
had  celebrated  the  canonization  of  the  protomartyr 
San  Felipe  and  enrolled  him  as  one  of  her  guardians. 
Among  a  population  so  largely  composed  of  Creoles, 
with  an  immense  Indian  support,  all  looking  on  New 
Spain  as  their  native  country,  and  regarding  Span- 
iards from  the  peninsula  with  more  or  less  antago- 
nism— among  such  a  people,  deeply  imbued  with  re- 
ligious feeling,  the  possession  of  a  national  saint  must 
have  been  ardently  desired.  This  longing  was  finally 
satisfied  in  the  person  of  FeUpe  de  Jesus,  the  eldest 
of  ten  children  born  at  Mexico  to  Alonso  de  las 
Casas*^  and  his  wife  Antonia  Martinez.  Casas  had 
grown  rich  as  a  trader  in  the  capital,  and  eager  for 
the  redemption  of  his  soul,  he  designated  three  of  his 
six  sons  for  the  service  of  God.  One,  Juan,  became 
an  Augustinian,  and  found  martyrdom  at  the  Moluc- 
cas in  1607;  another,  Francisco  by  name,  labored 
actively  in  the  same  order  as  a  priest  till  1630;*®  and 

••By  Father  Garibay  of  Mexicaltzinco.   Vetanevrtf  Chrdn.,  121. 

•^  Of  25  pesos  on  the  barrel,  half  going  toward  the  fortifications  at  Vera 
Cmz.  This  tax  continued  to  be  levied,  thonffh  in  later  years  but  a  fraction 
was  applied  to  the  drainage.  Fonsecoj  Hi&t,  IJac,,  v.  36S-9. 

••  Details  of  cost  and  amount  of  different  work  are  given  in  the  full  official 
report  of  Cepeda,  RelacUm,  pt.  iii.  21,  etc.;  also  in  Iimtruc.  Virn/fi^  263. 
Fonseca  specifies  1,504,531  as  expended  during  1628-37,  and  1,464,883  pre- 
viously, ffvtt.  Hoc,,  V.  532. 

••Wrongly  called  Canales  by  several  writers. 

^  Named  Francisco  and  dying  on  San  Francisco's  day,  he  must  have  had 
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the  third,  Felipe,  bom  on  May  1,  1575,  and  educated 
at  the  Jesuit  college,  joined  the  barefooted  Francis- 
cans at  Puebla,  but  fell  from  his  vows  and  was  by  the 
angry  parents  sent  to  the  Philippines,  there  to  seek 
his  fortune.*^  The  large  sum  of  money  which  he 
brought  as  a  means  for  advancement  was  soon  dissi- 
pated in  riot,  but  the  consequences  hastened  repent- 
ance, and  in  1594  he  became  again  a  barefooted  Fran- 
ciscan, displaying  this  time  such  devout  zeal  as  to 
gain  general  admiration.  After  two  years  of  penance 
he  left  for  home. 

The  vessel  touched  at  Japan,^  and  there  he  with 
several  brother  friars  was  seized  to  undergo  martyr- 
dom.*®  Proceedings  were  instituted  for  the  canoniza- 
tion of  the  victims,  Archbishop  Serna  himself  making 
inquiries  on  behalf  of  Felipe,  and  by  bull  of  Septem- 
ber 14,  1627,  thirty  years  after  his  death,  the  repent- 
ant son  of  the  merchant  was  admitted  a  saint,  as  the 
protomartyr  of  Mexico.  Two  years  later,  on  the  anni- 
versary of  his  martyrdom,  February  5th,  the  city 
celebrated  the  beatification  with  imposing  ceremonies, 
and  received  San  Felipe  de  Jesus  as  one  of  the 
patrons.  The  viceroy  and  archbishop  led  in  the  pro- 
cession, and  the  mother  of  the  saint  was  able  to  par- 
ticipate; but  the  excitement  and  joy  carried  her  to  the 
grave  a  few  days  later.** 

About  the  same  time  eflTorts  were  made  for  the 
beatification   of  a  revered   hermit  named  Gregorio 

some  spiritual  relations  with  this  saint,  observes  Medina,  Ckrdn,  S.  Diego, 
114. 

*'  As  a  soldier,  says  Medina,  yet  he  allows  him  to  take  large  amounts  of 
money  wherewith  to  speculate.  Others  intimate  that  he  intended  to  pursue 
the  trade  of  a  silversmith,  in  which  he  had  already  engaged  at  Mexico.  Sta 
Maria,  Chron.  St  Joseph,  iL  lib.  iiL  cap.  x.;  Eibadeneyra,  Hist,  Arch,,  lib. 
vi.  cap.  iv. ;  Comp,  de  Jesus,  D^ensa,  6. 

^^  On  a  mission,  it  is  said,  yet  Medina  declares  that  Zales  drove  it  there 
for  refuge.  During  the  voyage  singular  phenomena  gave  indication  of  the 
saint  on  board. 

^^  The  bodies  of  the  victims  appear  all  to  have  been  recovered  and  taken 
to  Manila.     Felipe  was  crucified  and  lanced  after  losing  his  left  ear. 

**Alegre,  Hist.  Comp.  Jemis,  iL  177-8.  Pueblo  city  also  vowed  to  observe 
the  day  of  San  Felipe,  who  first  assumed  the  robe  there.  Medina,  Chrdn.  8. 
JJiego,  33-4,  114-20;  Monumenios  Domin,  Esp,,  MS.,  96,  363. 
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Lopez,  who  had  died  in  1596  at  the  age  of  fifty-four. 
In  early  years  he  served  as  page  to  Philip  II.,  yet 
led  an  austere  and  contemplative  life,  and  was  said  to 
be  of  royal  blood.  In  1562  he  came  to  New  Spain 
and  retired  as  a  hermit  among  the  wild  Indians  near 
Atemayac,  preaching,  practising  charity,  and  writing 
books.  Several  of  these  weru  printed  and  two  at- 
tained more  than  one  edition/*  Archbishop  Serna 
transferred  his  body  to  the  cathedral  at  Mexico  and 
joined  in  the  efforts  for  his  enrolment  among  the 
saints.  This  was  urged  as  late  as  1752,  but  in  vain.** 
More  persistent  and  successful  were  the  efforts  for 
the  canonization  of  King  Ferdinand  of  Spain,  toward 
which  large  sums  were  at  this  time  collected  in  New 
Spain.*^  In  1629  also  imposing  ceremonies  were  held 
in  honor  of  Cortes  the  conqueror,  on  the  occasion  of 
the  funeral  of  his  last  male  descendant.  The  body 
was  then  transferred  from  Tezcuco  to  the  Franciscan 
church  at  Mexico,  the  viceroy,  leading  corporations, 
officials,  and  citizens  joining  in  solemn  procession.*'^ 

Cerralvo  had  twice  asked  to  be  relieved  of  oflSce, 
owing  to  ill-health  and  to  family  affairs  which  de- 
manded his  presence  in  Spain.  This  was  granted  in 
1635,  with  appointment  to  the  councils  of  war  and  the 
Indies  and  a  rental  of  3,000  ducados  for  two  lives.*^ 
He  certainly  deserved  recognition  from  the  sovereign, 

**Aa  Declaracion  del  Appocalipsi  of  which  I  have  a  manuscript  copy; 
Tesoro  de  Medichias,  Mexico,  1673,  highly  spoken  of  by  Pinelo,  Epitome ,  li. 
869,  and  others,  also  in  my  possession;  Oratorxa  ParetUaUs,  Mex.,  1666,  and 
Colledio  Opasadorum,  Borne,  1752.  A  perpetual  calendar,  a  universal  chron* 
ology,  and  other  pieces  remain  in  manuscript. 

^  One  reason  may  have  be^i  the  charge  of  heresy  made  against  him  on 
first  arriving  at  Mexico,  though  not  sustained.  For  details  of  his  life,  see 
ArgaiZf  Vuia y  Eacritos . .  .Lopez,  Mad.,  1678,  1-121;  Loaa,  Vidadel  Siervo. . . 
Lopez,  Madrid,  1727,  1-442;  Somoza,  Brev.  Not.,  Puebla,  1850,  1-31,  and 
less  full  accounts  in  Mexican  histories,  such  as  Velasco,  Hist.  Mil.  Ben., 
188-96. 

^^  Bishop  Prado  alone  paid  6,000  pesos.  Oomaiez  Ddvila,  TecUro  Ecles., 
i.  126. 131. 

^For  documents  on  the  subject  see  Alaman,  Diaert.,  iL  52-4,  and  app. 
Sosa  reproduces  many  details  of  the  ceremonies.  Epise.  Mex,,  68-9.  Pedro 
Cort^  died  January  30,  1629,  and  on  February  24th  the  funeral  took  place. 

^  On  Indixms  in  New  Spain,  granted  May  27, 1638.  Calle,  Mem.  y  Not.,  56. 


94  KING  AND  COLONY. 

for  he  had  proved  an  able  and  energetic  ruler,  dis- 
pensing  justice  with  promptness  and  impartiality,  fos- 
tering trade  and  industries,  practising  charity,  and 
looking  zealously  to  the  welfare  of  the  people.  He 
left  a  power  of  attorney  to  answer  at  his  residencia*^ 
and  hastened  away,  carrying  a  considerable  amount 
of  treasure,  it  was  said. 

Before  his  departure  the  installation  took  place,  on 
September  16th,  of  the  sixteenth  viceroy.  Lope  Diez 
de  Armendariz,  marques  de  Cadereita,  a  man  of  long 
and  varied  experience  in  the  royal  service.  In  1603 
and  1608  he  figured  as  admiral  and  general  of  fleets; 
in  which  position  he  showed  himself  quite  fortunate, 
notably  in  1625,  when  he  caused  wide-spread  rejoic- 
ings by  escaping  with  a  most  valuable  treasure.^^  He 
afterward  became  majordomo  to  the  king  and  mem- 
ber of  the  royal  council.** 

His  reception  created  less  attention  than  usual  on 
such  occasions  owing  to  the  restrictions  placed  by  the 
king  on  costly  pageantry.^  Little  of  note  occurred 
during  his  rule;  affairs  progressed  to  the  general 
satisfaction.  The  Indians  received  protection,  and 
settlements  were  extended  northward,  one  in  Nuevo 
Leon  being  named  Cadereita  in  his  honor.  Yet  his 
relations  with  the  audiencia  do  not  appear  to  have 
been  quite  satisfactory ,•*  and  at  his  residencia  some 

^  The  only  notable  charge  was  by  the  religions  orders  for  his  interference 
in  their  appointments  and  other  acts  tending  to  lower  their  influence  with 
Indians  and  others.  Although  this  was  not  sustained  at  the  time,  a  reyival  of 
the  residencia  took  place  five  years  later,  without  any  unfavorable  results  to 
Cerralvo,  it  appears.  Acusacion,  in  Tumultoa  deJIex,,  1-13;  Cerralvo,  AcU" 
gacion,  in  Vtreyes  deMex.  lustrtic.,  pt.  16-17;  Samaniego,  BeL,  98-9;  Pala/ox, 
El  Ven.  SeHor^  3.     Doctor  Quiroga  y  Mova  was  the  jud^e. 

^'  Ad  annual  thanksgiving  was  ordered  held  in  consequence.  Certain  ac- 
counts  place  his  fleet  at  eight  galleons  and  that  of  the  enemy  at  109  vessels. 
Ag Hilary  Ndutica  Sacral  2;  Pap.  Var.,  L  pt.  i.;  Papeles  Franci»caiws^  MS., 
s^rie  i.  torn.  ii.  2. 

^^  He  was  accompanied  by  his  wife,  but  his  daughter  remained  in  Spain.  Te- 
tnncvrly  Trot.  Mex.^  14;  DdvilOf  C(mtiimacion,  MS.,  201;  Ftgueroa,  Vindicias^ 
MS.,  55.    His  appointment  bore  date  April  19, 1635.  Cedtdai-io  Nuevo,  i.  344. 

w  Ordenea  de  la  Corona,  MS.,  i.  14. 

**  A  c^dula  of  1039  reprimands  the  oidores  for  giving  him  bad  advice.  Id., 
ii.  189;  viL  3-7.  The  names  of  the  leading  officiids  at  the  time  may  be  gath- 
erod  from  Cepeda,  Jiel.,  pt.  i.  2;  Certif,  &  Mercedes,  MS.,  124;  OratuuloSf 
Tardea,  385-6. 
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malice  was  exhibited,  chiefly  from  his  quarrel  with 
the  archbishop.  The  real  nature  of  this  trouble  is 
not  clear,  though  it  arose  from  the  interference  of 
each  dignitary  with  what  the  other  considered  his 
special  privileges  and  duties.^  While  the  crown  was 
not  seriously  alarmed,  a  similar  quarrel  in  1624  proba- 
bly induced  it  to  remove  one  of  them. 

The  prelate,  Doctor  Francisco  Manso  y  Ziiniga,^ 
had  on  April  12,  1628,^^  been  appointed  to  succeed 
the  troublesome  Sema.  He  possessed  many  qualifi- 
cations for  his  oflSce  whereby  he  gained  not  only  public 
approval  but  the  confidence  of  the  king.  Educated 
at  Salamanca,  he  took  orders  in  1608,  became  rector 
of  Valladolid  university,  vicar-general  of  Aloa,  abbot 
of  several  prominent  establishments,  oidor  of  Granada 
in  1612,  and  finally  member  of  the  India  Council;  so 
that  with  high  learning  and  ecclesiastic  experience  he 
combined  the  training  of  judge  and  political  coun- 
selor;*® yet  we  fiad  him  embroiling  himself  so  far 
with  the  viceroy  as  to  lead  to  his  recall  in  1635.^ 
Otherwise  his  administration  proved  satisfactory,  and 
among  the  people  his  memory  was  revered  for  the 
kindness  and  charity  displayed  in  particular  during 
the  great  inundation,  and  in  aiding  religious  edifices.^ 
The  king  indeed  was  not  displeased,  for  he  presented 
him  to  the  see  of  Cartagena  and  afterward  to  the 
archdiocese  of  Bdrgos.  In  1650  Ziiniga  entered  the 
Indian  Council  with  the  title  of  conde  de  Ervias.^ 

•*  Gonzalez  Ddvila,  who  wrote  about  this  time,  merely  says,  *Two  encnen- 
tros  con  el  Virrey  en  defcnsa  de  la  inmunidad  de  la  Iglesia.*  TccUro  Ecles.,  u 
61.    The  marchioness  was  actually  to  be  prevented  from  visiting  nunneries. 

^  Panes  adds  Mendoza.   Vvreyes^  MS.,  96. 

^^  Gonzalez  Ddvila  writes  1629;  but  Ziinica  was  at  Mexico  already  in  Feb* 
ruanr  of  this  vear,  and  arrived  probably  at  the  close  of  1628. 

^He  was  bom  at  Caflas  about  1582,  and  studied  also  at  Valladolid. 

*'Cavo  erroneously  writes  1639.   Tres  Sigloa,  ii.  11. 

^  Gonzalez  Ddvila  speaks  also  of  his  libe-ral  expenditures  at  the  funeral  of 
the  infante  archbishop  of  Toledo,  TeairOt  61,  yet  this  act  savors  rather  of  ob- 
sequious calculation. 

^^  And  visconde  de  Negueruela.  Soaa,  Episc,  Mex,,  72.  At  his  death,  six 
years  later,  he  left  treasures  to  the  value  of  800,000  pesos,  which  were  placed 
under  embargo.  OuijOf  Diario,  in  Doc»  Hist,  Mex,,  86rie  ii.  torn.  i.  359.  Yet 
the  greater  ]^rt  no  doubt  reached  his  heirs. 
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Francisco  Verdugo,  long  connected  with  the  inqui- 
sition, and  since  1623  bishop  of  Guaraanga  in  Peru, 
was  appointed  his  successor  at  Mexico,  but  died  in 
August  1636,  before  the  bulls  reached  him/^  Mean- 
while the  archdiocese  was  administered  by  Doctor 
Fernandez  de  Ipenza,  an  intimate  of  Ziifiiga,  who 
probably  assistecl  in  procuring  for  him  the  bishopric 
of  Yucatan;  but  death  overtook  Ipenza  before  conse- 
cration.^ The  next  appointee  to  the  prelacy  of 
Mexico  was  a  Creole,  Feiiciano  de  la  Vega,  born  at 
Lima  and  there  educated.  His  great  learning  and 
brilliant  talents  procured  prompt  recognition,  and  he 
became  successively  governor  of  the  Lima  archdiocese 
and  bishop  of  Popayan  and  of  La  Paz.  The  latter 
appointment  was  conferred  in  1639  and  in  the  same 
year  came  his  promotion  to  Mexico.  On  arriving  at 
Acapulco  early  in  December  1640  he  was  seized  with 
fever  from  which  he  died  within  a  few  days,®*  to  the 
regret  of  the  creole  population  at  least,  who  were 
naturally  eager  to  see  installed  as  leading  prelate  one 
of  their  own  class,  though  born  in  a  distant  land. 

*'  At  the  age  of  75,  it  Beems,  thongh  Gonzalez  D^vila  save  80.  He  had 
been  professor  at  Seville,  inquisidor  at  Lima  from  lCOl-23,  and  had  repeatedly 
declined  promotion  to  Spanish  sees.  He  dispensed  all  his  income  in  alms  and 
died  deeply  re^tted.   Teatro  Ecles.,  i.  62. 

^  The  appomtment  was  dated  October  6,  1643. 

•*  The  lx)dy  was  afterward  removed  from  Mazatlan  to  Mexico  cathedral. 
He  left  a  fortune  of  800,000  pesos,  but  no  will  whereby  to  embalm  his  memory 
in  charities,  observes  Gonzalez  D^vila,  yet  he  adds:  *Fue  vno  de  los  mas 
felizes  ingenios  que  tauo  el  Reyno  de  rirA,*  Teatro^  i.  63-5.  Of  4,000  de- 
cisions made  by  nlm  as  ruler  of  the  Lima  see  none  was  revoked.  The  fortune 
above  referred  to  gave  rise  to  strange  complications  as  will  be  seen. 

Herewith  I  give  broader  references  to  some  authorities  consulted  for  the 
preceding  chapters:  Torqueinada,  i.  306-11,  572,  618-19,  671,  690-3,  726-68; 
lii.  269-77,  380-1;  Ccdle,  Mem,  y  Not,  43  et  seq. ;  DdvUa,  Continuacion,  MS., 
120,  passim;  Alegre,  HisL  Comp,  Jesus,  i.  36,  393-442;  ii.  10-42,  116,  136, 
178-9;  Cepeda,  Belacion,  i.  4,  passim;  Ooiizalez  Ddtnla,  Teatro  Ecles,,  L  2, 
18,  42-61,  92-6,  122-31,  182-97,  206-39;  Medina,  Chrdiu  S,  Diego,  11,  33-4, 
44-9,  113-53,  234,  240;  Coffollvdo,  Hint,  Yucathan,  232-9,  409,  passim;  Her- 
vera,  dec.  i.  lib.  ix.  cap.  viii.;  TumuUos  de  Mex.,  MS.,  15  et  seq.;  Vetancvrt, 
Chron.  San  Evang.,  13-23,  120-7;  Id.,  TraL  Mex.,  11-14,  30-9;  Oramhila, 
Tfunultos,  MS.,  1-19;  Burgoa,  Oeog.  Descrip.  Oajaca,  ii.  305-6,  340-2;  /'/., 
Pcdedra  JliH,,  139-48,  193-200;  Femamlez,  Hist,  Ecles.,  35-6,  56,  116;  Car- 
riedo,  i^tudios  Hist.,  114;  Vazquez^  Chron,  de  Qvat.,  255;  Certijicacion  de  las 
Mercedes,  MS.,  124:  CoL  Doc.  Indd.,  xxi.  447-60;  Concidos  Prov.,  MS., 
1555  y  65,  216-17;  Ordenes,  de  la  Corona,  MS.,  ii.  145-89;  viL  1-7;  JRemesal, 
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IIUL  Chyapa,  718;  Papelea  Franciscarios,  MS.,  2-5;  Doc.  Hist.  Mex.,  s^rie  ii. 
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ffueroa,  Vindiciaa,  MS.,  65-73;  Morelli,  Fasti  Novi  Orbis,  343,  355;  Durango, 
Doc.  Hist.,  MS.,  140-5;  Mexico,  Rel,  del  Estado,  passim;  Cavo,  Tres  Siglos, 
i.  passim;  Beaumont,  Cr6n,  Mich.,  MS.,  265;  Purchas,  His  Pilqrimes,  i.  84; 
u.  791;  Laet,  Am.  Descrip.,  23a-9,  251^16;  Humboldt,  Essai  Pol,  i.  204-35, 
674;  iL  817;  Id.,  New  Spain,  90-2,  100-5;  Id.,  Vermch,  ii.  87-128;  Santos, 
Chron.  Hosp.,  ii.  433-45,  458-61;  464-73,  589-90;  Arlegui,  Prov.  de  Zac., 
81-3,  138-44,  243-4,  346;  Mayer,  Mex.  Aztec,  I  149,  163,  176-98;  Abispa  de 
Chalpancingo,  Escritos,  365;  Dice,  Univ.,  i.  139,  328,  342;  iL  212-19,  260, 
304^5,  378-9,  647-9;  iii.  396;  iv.  489-93;  v.  250-1;  vi.  761-2;  vii.  485-6; 
viii.  577;  ix.  216-17,  260-1,  333-4,  504,  587-8,  805,  930;  x.  3G9-70,  639-43, 
653-63,  761,  822,  928-9;  Af/uilar,  Nautica,  2-12;  San  Sanson,  L'Amer.,  18; 
ZevaUos,  Hist.  Mund.,  135;  Oonzcdes,  Col.  N.  Leon,  3-16;  Alvares,  Estudios, 
iii.  179-221,  461-605;  Touron,  Hist.  Oen.'^^nl  278-92,  303-^;  Arevalo,  Com- 
pend.,  171-2;  Mora,  Rev.  Mex.,  iii.  237-56;  iv.  2-43;  Album,  Mex.,  i.  351-3; 
ChUfriedt,  Newe  WeU,  472-5,  696-8;  Poussin's  Question,  27-8;  Arrillaga, 
Recop.,  1835,  5-6;  MuMenpford,  Versuch,  ii.  254-63;  Frosfa  Hist.  Mex., 
138-40;  Kerr's  Col.  Voy.,  x.  157-8;  Correal,  Voy.  (Paris  ed.),  i.  1;  Bdtrami, 
Mex.,  ii.  62-78;  Samaniego,  Rel,,  98-9;  PrescoU's  Mex.,  ii.  105-7;  Gage, 
Voy.  (Amsterdam  ed.  1720),  i.  68-116,  203-22;  Id.  (Paris  ed.  1696),  i.  225-45; 
Mulltr,  Reisen  en  Mex.,  ii.  52-67;  iii.  185-90;  Arroniz,  Biog.  Mex.,  159-62, 
250-2;  Id.,  Hist,  y  Cron.,  105-7;  Nicdal,  Newe  und  WarhaffU,  305;  Green- 
how's  Or.  and  Cal.,  89-91;  OgiUry^s  Am.,  245;  Ribera,  Gob.  Max.,  77,  passim; 
Fancourt's  Hist,  Yuc.,  176,  223;  Castillo,  Die,  Hist.,  60,  269-72;  Bustamante, 
Vozde  laPatria,  i.  10-12;  Alzate,  Gacetas,  ii.  124-^;  Granadas,  Tardes  Am., 
340-1,  385-6;  Larenaudidre,  Mex,  et  Gwai.  (Paris  ed.  1843),  150;  Shepard's 
Land  of  the  Aztec,  37-9;  Varios  Impresos,  nos.  iii.  vi.-vii.;  Fonsecay  Urrutia^ 
Real  Hacienda,  u.  12-22,  263-337;  iv.  429-50;  v.  352-61;  ChurchilVs  Col. 
Voy.,  viiL  767-70;  RusseWs  Hist,  Am.,  ii.  106;  Sosa,  Episcop,  Mex.,  51-71; 
Ward's  Hist,  Mex.,  ii.  282;  Ternaux-Compans,  Col,  Voy.,  s6rie  ii.  torn.  v. 
322;  Zamacois,  Hist.  M^j.,  iv.  41,  169;  v.  246,  passim;  BcUbuena,  Grandeza 
Meg.,  1-140;  Liceo  Mex.,  u.  6-6,  40-2,  52,  80-3,  119^33,  144-7,  164-5;  Bur- 
ney*s  Discov,  South  Seas,  ii  273  et  seq.;  Mexico,  Rel,  de  Gelves,  passim; 
Berenger,  Col.  Voy.,  i.  262,  288-93;  Compailia  de  Jesus,  Dfifensa,  passim; 
Fisher's  NationcU  Mag.,  i.  249-54;  Mosaico  Mex.,  ii.  269;  Mota-Padilla, 
Conq.  N.  Gal.,  271;  Registro  Tucateco,  L  194-8;  Velasco,  Exalt.  Divin.  Miser., 
39-49;  Terranova  y  Monteleone,  Esposicion,  21-63;  Somoza,  Breve  Not.,  2-31; 
Rodriguez,  Carta  Hist.,  2-6,  35-50;  Soc.  Mex,  Geog,,  Boletin,  ii.  7-8;  iv.  19^ 
73;  V.  349-62;  viiL  165;  Pala/ox  y  Mendoza,  Venerable  Seiior,  6-7;  Rivera, 
Hist,  Jalapa,  i,  77-91;  Hernandez,  Estad.  Mej.,  28-9;  Lacunza,  Diseursos 
Hist.,  no.  xxxiv.  486-512;  Alaman,  Disert,,  iL  60-77,  236-9;  iii.  19-28,  173, 
389;  Monumentos  Domin.  Esp,,  MS.,  13,  passim. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

ADMINISTRATION  OF  VICEROYS  ESCALONA,  PALAFOX, 

AND  SALVATIEREIA. 

1640-1648. 

ViCEBOT  Esgalona's  Abbival— Ths  Bishop  and  Visitadob  Palapox— 

QUABBELS  ABOUT  DOCTBINAS— A  COYETOnS  BULEB— FbTTITLESS  COM- 
PLAINTS—StABTLDJO  News  pbom  Pobtugal — Esgalona's  Sympa- 
thies—An  Insolent  Captain — Vicebot  vebsus  Bishop— Palafox 
Made  Abchbishop  and  Ck>VEBNOB  of  New  Spain — Secbet  Pbepaba- 
TioNS— The  Stbokb  against  Esoalona — His  Vindication  in  Spain — 
Palafox  an  Able  Viceboy — Iconoclasu — Episcopal  Labobs  at 
Pttebla  —  Viceboy  Salyatiebba  Abbives  —  Califobnia  Exploba- 
tions — Salvatiebba's  Rule. 

Satisfactory  as  the  rule  of  Viceroy  Cadereita  had 
been,  the  crown  had,  as  it  seems,  some  motive  for  his 
removal,^  and  the  appointment  of  a  successor  was  re- 
solved upon.  Diego  Lopez  Pacheco  Cabrera  y  Boba- 
dilla,  duque  de  Escalona  and  marques  de  Villena,  a 
grandee  of  Spain,^  was  the  personage  selected  as  seven- 
teenth viceroy.  He  arrived  at  Vera  Cruz  the  24th  of 
June  1640,  though  festivities  in  that  city  and  at  sev- 
eral points  on  the  road  delayed  his  entry  into  the 
capital  until  the  28th  of  August.'  In  the  same  fleet 
came  the  new  bishop  of  Puebla  and  visitador  general 
for  New  Spain,  Juan  de  Palafox  y  Mendoza,  with  a 

^  Troubles  with  Archbishop  Manso  y  Zdniga  may  have  been  the  cause. 
The  reprimand  of  the  audiencia  would  also  indicate  grounds  for  complaint. 

*  Ho  was  the  first  grandee  that  ever  held  the  viceroyalty  of  New  Spain. 
Calle,  Mem.  y  NoUy  56.     Escalona  was  a  relative  to  the  dukes  of  Braganza  in 
Portugal. 

'  Vetancvrt^  Trot,  Mex,,  14,  followed  by  Cavo,  Tres  Sighs,  ii.  12;  Loren- 

zana,  Hist.  N.  Esp.,  22-3.     Mayer,  Mex,  Aztec,  i.  198,  and  Ribera,  Nisi, 

Jalttpa,  i  91,  state  that  his  enti^  into  Mexico  was  made  four  days  after  his 

arrival  at  Vera  Cruz. 

(98) 
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special  commission  to  take  the  residencias  of  the 
former  viceroys,  Cerralvo  and  Cadereita,  and  to  in- 
vestigate the  commercial  relations  with  Peru  and  the 
Philippine  Islands. 

The  new  viceroy  was  a  man  of  fair  speech,  and  for  a 
time  won  for  himself  the  sympathies  of  the  people, 
who  expected  from  him  a  change  for  the  better  in  the 
condition  of  affairs.  At  this  period  commerce  and 
mining  industries  were  depressed,*  and  the  common 
necessaries  of  life  could  be  purchased  only  at  exorbi- 
tant rates.  Moreover  the  church  was  in  a  demoralized 
condition,  and  the  religious  brotherhoods  ever  at 
strife;  the  highest  ecclesiastical  dignity  in  New  Spain 
being  represented  only  by  a  deputy. 

The  beginning  of  Escalona's  rule  showed  some 
activity.  He  had  been  ordered  by  the  king  to  make 
explorations  on  the  coast  of  California,  and  soon  after 
his  accession  a  commission  was  issued  for  that  pur- 
pose to  the  governor  of  Sinaloa.  Certain  Jesuits 
accompanied  the  expedition;  but  the  only  purpose 
which  it  served  was  to  ascertain  that  the  coast  was 
rich  in  pearls,  and,  though  cheerless  and  barren,  in- 
habited by  peaceful  tribes.  In  the  mean  time  the 
viceroy  aided  effectually  in  carrying  out  the  orders 
which  had  been  given  him  for  the  reformation  of  the 
doctrinas,  the  execution  of  which  rested  with  the 
visitador-bishop  Palafox,  an  able,  energetic  man, 
whose  name  became  intimately  linked  with  that  of 
Escalona,  and  with  the  greatest  ecclesiastical  strife 
which  occurred  during  the  seventeenth  century. 

Juan  de  Palafox  y  Mendoza  was  born  in  Fitero, 
Navarre,  on  the  24th  of  June  1600,  and  was  of  noble 
descent,  though  a  natural  son.  When  ten  years  old  he 
was  legitimized  by  his  father,  Jaime  de  Palafox  y  Men- 
doza, marquds  de  Ariza.^    Having  received  an  educa- 

*  The  losses  sustained  by  shipwrecks  and  pirates  during  the  preceding  ten 
years  were  estimated  at  30,000,000  pesos.  Palafox^  El  Vai,  Seiloj',  4-5. 

*The  latter  title  has  probably  misled  several  authors,  among  them  Vetan- 
curt  and  Gonzalez  Ddvila,  who  give  Ariza  in  Aragon  as  his  birthplace.  Trai, 
if  ex.,  52;  Teatro  EcUs.,  I  98. 
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tion  in  keeping  with  his  rank,  he  intended  to  enter 
the  army,  but  being  dissuaded  by  his  father,  he  studied 
law  and  theology  at  AlcaU  and  Salamanca,  where  his 
talents  won  the  admiration  of  his  teachers  and  fellow- 
students.  His  fame  soon  reached  the  ears  of  the  king, 
who  summoned  him  to  court,  and  he  was  appointed 
in  quick  succession  to  several  important  oflSces  in  the 
council  of  the  Indies,  and  of  war.  During  this  time 
he  first  entertained  the  idea  of  changing  his  worldly 
life  for  a  more  sacred  calling,*  and  a  few  years  later 
was  ordained  a  priest,  being  appointed,  in  1629,  chap- 
lain and  chief-almoner  to  the  empress,  whom  he  ac- 
companied to  Germany,^  where  he  remained  for 
several  years.  On  the  27th  of  December  1639  he  was 
consecrated  at  Madrid,  and  on  his  arrival  in  New 
Spain,  in  June  1640,  immediately  entered  upon  his 
duties.  His  zeal  and  charity  soon  gained  for  him  the 
love  and  obedience  of  his  flock,  while  as  visitador  he 
knew  so  well  how  to  temper  justice  with  moderation 
that  litigants  highly  respected  his  decisions.  The 
only  matter  in  which  he  displayed  unwonted  rigor  was 
the  removal  of  friars  from  doctrinas,  and  in  this  he 
was  seconded  by  the  viceroy. 

For  years  great  irregularities  had  prevailed  in  the 
appointments  to  doctrinas,  or  neophyte  congregations, 
a  great  number  of  which  the  religious  brotherhoods  had 
held  in  their  gift  since  the  time  of  the  conquest.  Friars 
were  installed  and  removed  at  will  by  their  superiors, 
regardless  of  royal  and  pontifical  decrees  to  the  con- 
trary, and  of  instructions  directing  candidates  to  be 
examined  and  approved  by  the  bishop.  Little  or  no  at- 
tention was  paid  to  the  manner  in  which  the  doctrinas 

*  Several  miraculous  escapes  from  danger  had  already  predisposed  him  to 
this  change,  and  the  death  of  two  prominent  courtiers  hastened  lus  resolution. 
His  mother,  who  had  become  a  recluse,  encouFEiged  him.  Pala/ox,  ObraSf  xiii 
10,  15-47. 

^  He  held  also  for  some  time  the  offices  of  a  treasurer  of  the  church  of 
Taraaona  and  of  an  abbot  of  Cintra.  Vetanevrtt  Trot.  Alex.,  52;  Gonzalez 
Ddvila,  Teatro  Ecles.y  i.  98.  Lorenzana,  in  ConcUioa  Prov.,  1555-65 y  251, 
mentions  Palafox  also  as  visitador  of  the  royal  convent  of  barefooted  nuns  of 
Madrid. 
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were  administered,  the  only  object  seeming  to  be  the 
accumulation  of  wealth  at  the  expense  of  others.  The 
bishop  at  once  resolved  to  correct  this  abuse,  and 
meeting  with  resistance  on  the  part  of  the  friars, 
proceeded  to  deprive  the  orders  of  their  missions.  In 
a  short  time  he  had  established  thirty-seven  new 
curacies,  which  formerly  had  belonged  to  the  Fran- 
ciscans, Dominicans,  and  Augustinians.  It  must  be 
admitted  that  in  some  instances  he  went  too  far, 
making  a  parish  out  of  every  district  containing  a 
small  church  or  hermitage,  if  the  ecclesiastics  failed 
to  appear  before  him  during  the  short  term  granted 
for  examination.®  Finally,  when  the  religious  orders 
realized  their  inability  to  battle  successfully  with  the 
united  powers  of  the  bishop  and  the  viceroy,  they 
submitted  under  protest  to  the  India  Council,  a  meas- 
ure which  was  of  no  avail  to  them,  however,  as  the 
conduct  of  the  bishop  was  approved.  The  general 
feeling  of  the  population  had  doubtless  been  with  the 
bishop,  and  they  considered  the  great  number  of  friars 
as  a  burden  to  the  country,  and  one  of  little  benefit; 
for  a  few  years  later  petitions  were  addressed  to  Spain, 
urging  that  no  more  friars  be  sent  to  Mexico,  and 
that  no  licenses  be  issued  for  new  convents. 

Although  an  intimate  friendship  seemed  to  exist 
between  Escalona  and  Palafox,  which  found  expression 
in  the  frequent  visits  they  paid  each  other,  the  former 
had  not  been  deaf  to  the  complaints  of  the  friars  merely 
for  the  sake  of  the  bishop's  good-will.  He  required 
a  more  tangible  compensation,  which  was  nothing  less 
than  the  assistance,  or  at  least  the  non-interference,  of 
the  powerful  visitador.  Pleasure,  and  the  acquisition 
of  wealth,  were  dear  to  the  heart  of  the  viceroy.  The 
duties  of  his  office  were  a  sore  burden  to  him,  and  he 

^The  Franciflcans  as  the  moat  numerous  seem  to  have  sufifered  most, 
judging  £rom  the  long  complaint  of  Vetancurt,  who  says  that  his  order  had 
to  suTOT  many  grievances.  Only  one  Franciscan,  of  Atlixco,  submitted  to 
the  bishop*s  demand,  and  having  been  approved,  was  left  in  undisturbed  pos- 
session of  his  doctrina.  Vetancvrtj  (Jhron,  San  Evang.,  14-16;  Chmalez  Dd- 
vUay  Teatro  Edet.,  i.  99.  See  also  Cavo,  Tree  SigloSf  ii  13;  Alanum,  DiserL, 
iii  app.  28. 
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willingly  transferred  them  to  his  friends  and  courtiers, 
if  they  would  only  offer  him  opportunity  for  amuse- 
ment, and  his  due  share  of  the  official  perquisites. 
The  best  offices  were  thus  given  to  the  partisans  of 
the  duke,  and  by  them  resold  to  the  highest  bidder. 
Among  other  measures  he  was  induced  to  order  a 
census  to  be  taken  of  all  the  mulattoes,  negroes,  and 
mestizos,  but  for  what  purpose  does  not  appear,  save 
that  of  swelling  his  own  coffers,  and  those  of  his  fa- 
vorites. One  of  his  attendants  was  put  in  charge  of 
the  granary,  the  stores  of  which  were  sold  at  exces- 
sive rates  to  the  public;  another  was  made  judge  of 
police  and  given  charge  of  the  public  water  works.^ 
A  third  was  appointed  juez  de  pulques  under  the  pre- 
text of  enforcing  the  laws  against  the  sale  of  intoxi- 
cating liquors,  and  made  fifty  thousand  pesos  a  year 
by  his  office.  The  sale  of  cacao  was  also  monopolized, 
and  its  price  was  so  extravagant  that  only  rich  per- 
sons could  afford  to  buy  it.^^ 

The  people  were  loud  in  their  complaints,  but  no 
whisper  reached  the  ears  of  the  viceroy,"  for  his  friends 
did  their  utmost  to  prevent  him  from  learning  how 
great  was  the  dissatisfaction  his  measures  had  created. 
Representations  were  made  to  the  bishop- visitador, 
who  argued  with  Escalona,  suggesting  that  if  the 
offices  were  sold  the  proceeds  ought  to  be  turned 
over  to  the  royal  treasury.  His  counsel  was  disre- 
garded by  the  duke,  who  was  piqued  by  it,  and  after- 
ward endeavored  to  keep  aloof  from  him.^* 

The  viceroy  still  wanted  money  to  redeem  his  en- 
cumbered estates,  and  a  new  scheme  was  devised  by 
his  ingenious  financiers.     A  list  of  wealthy  persons 

*  Even  the  salinous  water  sold  at  two  and  three  reals  a  load,  and  its  use 
caused  diseases  amons  the  population. 

'^  '  If  thus  the  wealthier  classes  were  unable  to  obtain  it,  how  could  it  be 
with  those  who  had  no  means,  y  con  solo  este  desayuno  ayunaban  los  dias  y 
las  noches. '  Palajox^  El  Yen.  Srfior,  6. 

'*  His  rooms,  in  the  interior  of  the  palace,  were  quite  distant  from  that 

Eart  of  the  building  where  the  offices  were  situated,  and  to  which  the  public 
ad  access. 

^'^ '  Parcel  indole  que  en  no  oyendo  cnlparse  no  serla  culpado.*  Palc^fox,  El 
Vca.  SinoVf  7. 
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was  made,  and  all  were  in  turn  invited  to  the  palace 
by  the  viceroy,  who  flattered  them,  feasted  them,  pro- 
moted some  of  them  to  office,  and  finally  did  them 
the  honor  of  borrowing  their  money,  the  repayment 
of  which  in  all  probability  was  to  be  made  ad  Grcecas 
calendas.  To  refuse  or  to  concede  was  alike  danger- 
ous, and  many  preferred  the  latter.  So  well  worked 
the  contrivance,  that  within  a  short  time  several  hun- 
dred thousand  pesos  were  obtained.^'  Occasionally  ap- 
propriations were  also  made  from  the  royal  treasury 
and  from  the  monopoly  of  quicksilver,  the  latter  prov- 
ing so  injurious  that  the  product  of  the  mines  was 
largely  reduced." 

Cool  as  were  the  relations  between  Escalona  and 
Palafox,  an  open  rupture  had  always  been  avoided  by 
the  latter,  perhaps  more  from  policy  than  from  any 
other  motive.  Even  the  viceroy's  misconduct  with 
regard  to  the  armada  de  Barlovento,  and  the  despatch 
of  the  fleet  of  1641,  did  not  produce  any  visible  effect 
on  the  visitador,  though  it  evidenced  the  breach 
already  existing.  Orders  had  been  given  to  the  duke 
to  proceed  with  the  organization  of  this  armament  for 
the  protection  of  the  coasts  and  the  escort  of  mer- 
chant vessels.  These  instructions  were  carried  out  in 
the  most  careless  manner;  a  large  amount  of  money 
was  drawn  from  the  royal  treasury  and  spent  on  ves- 
sels scarcely  seaworthy  and  altogether  too  small.^^  In 
addition,  the  despatch  of  the  fleet  was  unnecessarily 
delayed  until  the  end  of  July.  In  vain  the  visitador 
had  remonstrated;  but  though  his  advice  was  disre- 
garded the  result  proved  how  correct  it  had  been,  for 
a  storm  destroyed  the  whole  flota,  and  caused  the 
crown  a  loss  of  about  eight  millions  of  pesos. ^* 

"  Authorities  differ  as  to  the  exact  fignre,  stating  it  from  300,000  to  400,000 
pesos.     One  Alvaro  de  Lorenzana  alone  is  said  to  have  loaned  50,000  x>esos. 

^*It  is  asserted  that  not  one  mark  of  silver  entered  the  royal  treasury 
under  Escalona's  rule. 

"  The  amount  is  estimated  at  800,000  pesos.  Palafox,  El  Ven.  Seilor,  8. 

"  Palafox  made  of  the  viceroy*s  proceedings  a  charge  of  harboring  seditious 
plans;  but  this  fell  to  the  ground;  for  at  Habana  the  fleet  was  placed  under 
the  command  of  an  officer  quite  independent  of  Escalona.  Escalona,  Diftnm^ 
in  Fir.  InsiruCf  MS.,  s^rie  i.,  no.  1,  13-14. 
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During  this  same  year  the  viceroy's  covetousness 
was  again  a  cause  of  offence  to  Palafox.  The  late 
archbishop  elect,  Feliciano  de  Vega,  had  died  intes- 
tate, soon  after  his  arrival  at  Acapulco,  leaving  prop- 
erty valued  at  eight  hundred  thousand  pesos,  and  a 
controversy  arose  as  to  whom  belonged  the  adminis- 
tration. The  bishop  claimed  it  in  virtue  of  his  oflBce 
as  visitador,  and  commissioned  his  vicar-general,  Bar- 
tolomd  de  Nogales,  to  make  an  inventory.     But  the 

Eroperty,  or  at  least  the  greater  part,  had  already 
een  seized  and  placed  in  safe-keeping  by  the  oidor, 
Melchor  de  Torreblanca,  by  order  of  the  viceroy ;  and 
when  Nogales  proceeded  to  comply  with  his  instruc- 
tions, he  was  strongly  rebuked  by  Escalona,  and  also 
by  Palafox,  who  yet  strove  to  remain  on  good  terms 
with  the  duke.  Nogales  returned  in  disgust  to 
Spain  ;^^  and  the  bishop,  also  annoyed,  abandoned  his 
claim  and  retired  to  Puebla." 

During  the  first  days  of  April  1641  news  reached 
Mexico  that  Portugal  and  Catalonia  had  risen  in 
revolt,  and  were  at  war  with  Spain  in  defence  of  their 
proclaimed  independence.  The  people  of  Mexico  be- 
came alarmed,  for  the  viceroy  was  a  near  relative  to 
the  chief  of  the  Portuguese  insurgents,  the  duke  of 
Braganza,  and  there  was  a  large  number  of  that 
nationality  in  the  country.  Many  of  them  were 
wealthy  and  influential,  and  had  always  been  treated 
by  Escalona  with  marked  favor.  Fears  were  enter- 
tained that  the  insurrection  might  spread  to  the  New 
World,  and  the  duke's  behavior  apparently  justified 
this   apprehension.     Cddulas  had   been  sent  to  the 

^^ '  Diciendo  no  queria  estar  en  tierra  donde  tanto  ataba  laa  manos  d  la  jus- 
ticia  la  contemplacion  de  loe  sefiores  vireyes.*  Palafox,  El  Ven,  Seiior,  9. 

*®  The  money  disappeared  mysteriously;  *murieron  (the  800,000  pesos) 
como  &a  dueflo  muy  apriessa.*  Gonzalez  Ddvila,  Tealro  Ecles.,  i.  65.  Torre- 
blanca was  later  susx>ended  from  office  and  banished  to  Tacubs^  for  the  term 
of  five  years.  In  1650  the  council  of  the  Indies  pronounced  a  severe  sentence 
against  him — perpetual  removal  from  office,  exile  from  the  New  World,  for 
ten  years  from  the  court,  and  a  line  of  15,000  ducats.  Guijo,  Diario,  in  Z>oc. 
BitfL  Mex.,  1st  ser.,  i.  107.  All  this  implies  that  frauds  were  comnutted  in 
the  administration  of  the  estate. 
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viceroy  to  serve  as  a  guide  for  his  conduct  toward  the 
Portuguese,  but  they  were  kept  secret,  and  neither 
the  audiencia  nor  the  visitador'  learned  their  con- 
tents. The  distinctions  bestowed  on  the  Portuguese 
were  remembered;  how  one  had  been  made  castellan 
of  San  Juan  de  UWa;  how  another,  even  after  the 
arrival  of  the  news,  had  been  placed  in  charge  of  a 
portion  of  the  troops,  and  received  the  rank  of  maes- 
tro de  campo;  while  a  third  was  appointed  comisario 
general.^^  It  was  also  asserted  that,  on  the  very  day 
when  the  intelligence  was  received,  Escalona,  instead 
of  expressing  sorrow,  dressed  himself  in  gala  costume 
and  invited  his  friends  to  a  banquet. 

One  circumstance,  however,  although  a  trivial  one, 
was  brought  forward  as  clearly  proving  the  duke's 
disloyalty.  It  was  alleged  that,  when  offered  the 
choice  of  two  horses,  one  belonging  to  Pedro  de  Cas- 
tilla,  and  the  other  to  Crist6bal  de  Portugal,  he  ex- 
claimed, after  trying  them:  "The  Portuguese  is  the 
better."*'  This  remark  did  not  escape  the  strained 
ears  of  his  enemies;  and  trifling  as  it  was,  it  was 
afterward  so  construed  as  to  form  one  of  the  heaviest 
charges  against  him.^  The  loss  of  one  of  the  mail- 
ships,  de^atched  in  the  beginning  of  the  year,  also 
caused  great  excitement,  and  without  regard  to  in- 
consistency of  dates  was  by  some  persons  interpreted 
as  a  premeditated  step  of  tL  viceroy  to  aid  his'rebel 
cousin  in  Portugal. 

The  feeling  of  the  Spaniards  against  the  Portu- 

^'  It  seems  that  the  first  mstnictions  from  Spain  did  not  order  the  dis- 
missal of  Portuguese  officials,  who  were  considered  ianistworthy,  but  only  en- 
joined strict  vigilance.  The  duke  retained  them  in  office  as  there  were  no 
sufficient  reasons  for  their  removaL 

*®  *Mejor  es  el  de  Portugal '  Vetancvrt,  Trot.  Mex.j  14;  CavOf  Trea  SigloSf 
ii.  15;  Bustamante  in  Palqfox,  El  Ven,  SeAor,  79.  The  two  last  authorities 
sav  the  horses  had  been  given  to  the  duke.  Palafoz,  JRespuesta,  in  Palafox, 
EI  Ven.  SeHor,  57,  gives  to  the  horses  the  names  of  Oastilla  and  Portugal, 
and  changes  the  viceroy's  exclamation  to  *Dejo  d  Castilla  por  Portugal.' 

'^  Correspondence  with  Portuguese  noblemen,  observations  approving  the 
duke  of  Braganza*s  treachery,  and  even  the  project  of  a  Portuguese  invasion 
were  also  on  the  list  of  accusations  against  Es<^ona,  but  proofs  were  never 
furnished,  and  it  is  not  at  all  improbable  that  the  bishop  had  a  good  deal  to 
do  with  the  circulation  of  such  rumors,  if  not  with  their  creation. 


106  ESCALONA,  PALAFOX,  AND  SALVATIERRA, 

guese  reached  its  climax  on  the  13th  of  August  1641, 
the  day  of  St  Hippolytus.  When  the  usual  proces- 
sion of  the  banner  met  a  body  of  soldiers  with  their 
Portuguese  captain,  the  customary  salute  of  lowering 
the  flag  was  refused  on  the  ground  of  the  duke's 
absence.^  The  Spaniards,  though  greatly  incensed, 
merely  changed  their  route,  and  made  no  attempt  to 
punish  their  insolent  neighbors.  Palafox,  who  soon 
afterward  returned  to  Mexico,  represented  to  the 
viceroy  the  necessity  of  punishing  the  captain  and  of 
adopting  energetic  measures  to  prevent  an  outbreak 
of  the  Portuguese,  who  became  more  haughty  from 
day  to  day.  Escalona  agreed  with  the  bishop,  but 
could  not  be  induced  to  take  any  active  steps, 
although  the  representations  were  repeated.^ 

While  the  viceroy  and  Palafox  were  yet  quarrelling, 
information  reached  Mexico  that  the  Portuguese  in 
Brazil  had  rebelled,  and  that  a  mutiny  had  occurred 
in  Cartagena,  New  Granada.^  The  zealous  visitador 
immediately  held  consultations  with  the  members 
of  the  audiencia,  the  inquisition,  and  a  number  of 
prominent  persons,  and  all  urged  him  to  reason  with 
the  duke,  and  call  his  attention  to  the  impending 
danger.  The  dismissal  of  the  Portuguese  captain 
and  those  of  his  countrymen  who  held  office  under  the 
crown,  and  the  disbanding  of  the  companies  of  Portu- 
guese soldiers,  were  deemed  necessary.  An  attempt 
to  obtain  an  interview  with  the  viceroy  failed,  owing 
to  the  latter's  discourtesy;  and  when  the  bishop  ex- 
plained his  views  in  a  letter,^  the  duke's  answer  was, 

*^  No  reason  is  assigned  why  the  viceroy  failed  to  assist.  '  £1  portugues 
dijo:  que  no  halldndose  en  ^1  (the  procession),  S.  £.  d  ningon  otro  oMUtrid  su 
handera,*  Palqfox,  El  Ven,  Seflor,  10-11. 

^  Palafox,  in  his  letter  to  the  king,  mentions  the  disrespectful  language 
of  the  viceroy,  saying  that  the  latter,  on  one  occasion,  told  the  bishop^s  chap- 
lain: '  por  abi  dicen  que  me  alzo  con  esto,  si  eso  fuese  asi,  yo  seria  rey,  y  mi 
obispo  papa.*  Palafox^  El  Ven,  SeHor,  60.  There  is  no  doubt  that,  as  well  on 
this  as  on  other  oecasions,  the  viceroy  made  merry  with  the  serious  remarks 
of  the  bishop,  who  really  suspected  a  conspiracy. 

**  Cartagena  de  las  Indias,  as  it  was  then  called,  to  distinguish  it  from 
that  of  old  Spain. 

^  *  Con  maravillosas  razones  y  profunda  reverencia  le  proponia  larefonna- 
cion  del  capiton  portugues,  y  todos  los  demas  puntas  convenientes.* 
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"The  learned  always  err."  Nevertheless  a  meeting 
was  convoked,  consisting  of  lawyers,  friars,  and  other 
personages  with  little  or  no  judgment  on  political 
afl^irs.  Moreover  disputes  about  etiquette  prevented 
any  definite  action. 

Comprehending  at  last  the  danger  of  greater  delay, 
the  viceroy  issued  a  proclamation,  ordering  the  Portu- 
guese inhabitants  to  deliver  up  their  fire-arms  under 
pain  of  death.  The  Portuguese  captain  was  dismissed, 
and  Palafox,  in  order  to  manifest  his  conciliatory  dis- 

Eosition,  went  to  the  palace  to  congratulate  Escalona, 
ut  was  discourteously  treated  by  the  viceroy.  The 
ill-will  of  the  latter  increased  when  his  request  to  the 
visitador  to  pardon  a  certain  prisoner  was  denied,  and 
the  bishop  in  some  skilful  manner  contrived  to  secure 
the  people's  sympathy  for  his  conduct.  The  duke  re- 
taliated, vexing  the  bishop  by  petty  annoyances  and  a 
lack  of  courtesy;  he  persecuted  his  friends,  and  forbade 
him  to  interfere  with  the  despatch  of  the  Philippine 
vessels,  a  matter  which  belonged  to  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  visitador.  Toward  the  end  of  1641  Palafox 
was  desirous  of  returning  to  his  diocese,  but  was  pro- 
voked by  the  sneering  remarks  of  the  duke^  to  remain, 
only  to  experience  new  offence  in  the  following  year, 
when  the  corregidor  of  Vera  Cruz  imprisoned  a  Car- 
melite friar  on  whose  person  were  found  letters  which 
caused  him  to  be  suspected  of  being  an  emissary  of 
the  bishop,  and  the  latter's  efforts  in  his  behalf  seemed 
to  confirm  it.  Having  failed  to  obtain  from  the  vice- 
roy the  punishment  of  the  corregidor,  and  the  resi- 
dencia  of  Cadereita  being  concluded,  in  February  1642 
the  bishop  retired  to  Puebla  to  attend  to  his  duties, 
and  to  await  the  result  of  his  reports  to  the  king, 
whom  as  a  loyal  subject  and  in  duty  bound  he  had 
informed  of  the  suspicious  behavior  of  the  duke. 

His  patience  was  not  put  to  a  severe  test.  The 
king  had  always  been  aware  of  the  viceroy's  intimate 
relation  with  the  Portuguese  rebel,  who  had  wrested 

^Eacalona  said  publicly  he  had  ordered  the  bishop  to  return  to  Puebla. 
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from  the  Spanish  sovereign  an  important  province; 
the  critical  circumstances  of  the  epoch  and  the  abuses 
wrought  by  the  viceroy's  attendants,  magnified  as 
they  were  by  the  bishop,  eflfectually  undermined  the 
king's  confidence.  Previous  orders  to  exercise  a  whole- 
some surveillance  were  now  amplified,  and  the  visi- 
tador  was  ordered  to  take  possession  of  the  govern- 
ment. Simultaneously  his  services  were  recognized 
by  oflTering  him  the  archbishopric  of  Mexico,  vacant 
since  the  death  of  Feliciano  de  Vega.*^ 

These  cMulas  arrived  toward  the  end  of  May  1642,^ 
and  Palafox  was  not  loath  to  assume  the  viceroyalty, 
which  office  so  well  suited  his  ambition.  He  declined, 
however,  the  archiepiscopal  see.«  The  latter  was  in 
consequence  given  to  Juan  de  Mailosca  y  Zamora,  the 
late  president  of  the  chancillerfa  of  New  Granada.*' 
He  was  consecrated  by  Palafox  on  the  24th  of  Feb- 
ruary 1645.  Keeping  secret  his  appointment,  the 
bishop  proceeded  on  the  6th  of  June  1642  to  Mexico, 
where  his  exaltation  to  the  highest  ecclesiastical  dig- 
nity had  filled  with  joy  the  whole  population,  save  the 
viceroy,  who  congratulated  him  with  such  scant  cour- 
tesy*^ as  to  rouse  the  ire  of  the  bishop,  who  occupied 
himself  during  the  two  following  days  with  sending 
letters  to  Puebla,  Vera  Cruz,  and  other  places,  making 
known  his  appointment  almost  simultaneously.  On 
the  eve  of  Saturday  the  9th  of  June,  the  final  prepa- 

^  Dies^o  de  Guevara,  archbishop-elect  of  Santo  Doming,  had  taken  pos- 
Bession  of  the  see  in  the  name  of  Vega,  and  ruled  until  his  death.  Oomalez 
Ddvila,  TtalTO  Ecles.,  i.  64. 

"'The  contemporary  narrator,  in  Pcdqfox,  El  Ven,  StSior^  18,  says  March 
23d,  which  is  likely  to  be  a  misprint,  or  incorrect  reading  of  the  original  man- 
uscript. The  time  given  in  the  text  is  supported  by  the  personal  statements 
of  Palafox,  and  intimated  by  Cavo,  Trea  Siglos,  ii.  14. 

^  Gonzalez  Ddvila  asserts  because  he  had  vowed  not  to  accept  any  other 
see  but  that  of  Puebla. 

'^  A  native  of  Marquina  in  Biscay.  He  was  educated  in  Mexico,  studied 
in  Salamanca,  and  held  later,  among  other  offices,  that  of  inquisitor  at  Carta- 
gena and  Lima.  Vetancvrt,  Trot,  mex,,  25.  Some  call  him  MafLosca,  others 
Zamora;  the  first,  his  maternal  name,  was  with  preference  adopted  by  him. 
Panes  mentions  him  as  Juan  Saenz  de  Mayorca  y  Zamora.  Vireyee,  in  Mon» 
mentos^  Dom,  Eap^t  MS.,  99. 

'^  It  is  also  said  that  Escalona  circulated  reports  that  Palafox  owed  his 
elevation  to  his  influence. 
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rations  for  the  stroke  were  made  in  the  city  of  Mexico, 
as  the  viceroy  intended  to  retire  to  Chapultepec.  At 
a  late  hour  of  the  night,  after  previously  informing 
the  members  of  the  inquisition,  and  ordering  them  to 
be  ready  for  action,  the  members  of  the  audiencia  were 
summoned  to  his  house  and  shown  the  royal  c^dulas, 
which  they  obeyed,  recognizing  Palafox  as  viceroy. 
Subsequently  the  city  council,  municipal  and  royal 
oflScials,  and  a  number  of  prominent  citizens,  who  had 
been  assembled,  were  likewise  acquainted  with  the 
king's  will,  and  all  declared  their  willingness  to  obey. 

During  the  same  night,  by  order  of  Palafox,  the 
maestro  de  campo,  Antonio  Urrutia  de  Vergara,'^  with 
thirty  resolute  men  took  possession  of  and  guarded 
the  entrances  to  the  viceregal  palace,  allowing  all  who 
so  desired  to  leave  it,  but  none  to  enter.  This  done, 
word  was  sent  to  the  new  viceroy,  together  with  the 
information,  that  everything  within  the  palace  was 
quiet  and  that  there  was  not  the  least  suspicion. 
Others  had  secured  the  prison,  the  mint,  the  house 
where  the  royal  seal  was  kept,  and  several  pubUc 
buildings. 

Confident  as  was  the  bishop  that  his  conduct  could 
not  fail  to  meet  with  the  approval  of  the  people,  he 
still  deemed  it  but  prudent  to  have  an  eye  to  his  own 
safety.  At  five  o'clock  the  next  morning  everything 
was  ready,  and  the  oidor  Andres  de  Pardo  de  Lagos,^ 
accompanied  by  two  alcaldes,  the  fiscal,  and  a  secretary, 
proceeded  to  the  palace  to  notify  to  the  duke  his  down- 
fall." 

Escalona  was  asleep  when  Lagos  and  his  compan- 
ions entered,  and  awoke  to  find  the  party  on  bended 
knee,  as  they  apprised  him  of  the  king's  latest  reso- 
lution.    The  secretary  handed  him  the  c^dula,  but  he 

'^He  is  sometimes  only  called  Vergara,  in  other  instances  Urrutia. 

^  In  some  places  he  is  called  Lugi  or  Lugo. 

'^Cavo,  Tres  Sighs,  ii.  14-15,  expresses  his  astonishment  that  they  could 
enter  the  palace  without  encountering  opposition.  He  forgets  evidently  that 
the  guard,  although  only  suhject  to  the  immediate  orders  of  the  viceroy, 
would  not  fail  to  obey  those  of  the  maestro  de  campo,  the  second  commander, 
who,  as  has  been  shown,  sided  with  the  bishop. 
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returned  it  with  the  request  that  it  be  read  to  him. 
This  was  done,  and  raising  himself  on  his  shoulder  he 
listened,  speechless  with  surprise,  to  the  words  of  his 
sovereign,  who,  under  pretext  of  bestowing  on  him 
greater  favors,  bade  him  deliver  up  the  reins  of  power 
to  the  archbishop  and  return  to  Spain.  "This  is  a 
hard  blow,  but  the  orders  of  the  king  must  be  obeyed," 
was  his  answer.  Informed  that  his  successor  had 
already  assumed  office  and  demanded  his  early  de- 
parture from  Mexico,  he  left  the  capital  between  seven 
and  eight  o'clock,  poorly  equipped  and  with  a  scanty 
retinue,^  and  retired  to  the  convent  of  the  barefooted 
Franciscans  at  Churubusco,  a  few  miles  distant. 
When  the  inhabitants  awoke,  they  learned  with 
amazement  how  close  to  the  verge  of  rebellion  the 
province  had  been,  and  that  but  for  the  prudence  and 
energy  of  the  new  viceroy  the  stain  of  sedition  had 
been  branded  on  the  most  noble  and  loyal  city  of  New 
Spain.  Such  was  at  least  the  manner  in  which  the 
friends  of  the  bishop  justified  his  conduct,  and  though 
the  people  believed  it  for  a  while,  they  were  soon  un- 
deceived. 

On  the  10th  of  June"  Palafox  inaugurated  his 
rule,  and  his  first  measure  was  to  place  under  em- 
bargo all  the  property  and  papers  belonging  to  his 
predecessor,*^  whose  residencia  he  immediately  began 
to  take.  The  conduct  of  Escalona  and  of  certain  of 
his  friends  and  attendants  who  were  in  prison,  was 
closely  scrutinized;  but  all  eflforts  failed  to  secure 
evidence  of  the  suspected  conspiracy.  The  people, 
always  inclined  to  sympathize  with  the  unfortunate, 

^ '  En  un  coche  de  dos  miilaa,  mal  alillada  la  peraona  y  con  un  solo  page.' 
Palafox,  El  Ven.  SeHor,  21. 

^^The  son  of  Escalona  in  his  complaint  to  the  king  sa3r8  enroneonslv  that 
the  bishop  took  these  measures  on  the  night  of  a  Sunday,  which  would  have 
been  June  10th.  Escalona^  Defensa  ib  Vir,  Tnstruc,,  MS.,  1st  ser.,  no.  1,  1-2. 
Lorcnzana,  referring  to  the  Libro  de  Cabildo,  says  Palafox  entered  into  office 
on  the  9th.  Hist.  N,  Esp,,  23. 

*^Cavo,  Tres  SlgloB,  ii.  14,  followed  by  Zamaoois,  Higt,  M^j.y  v.  330, 
makes  the  improbable  assertion,  that  the  duke's  property  was  sold  at  auc- 
tion. 
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ere  long  pitied  the  duke  on  account  of  the  new  vice- 
roy's harsh  proceeding,  explaining  his  alleged  malefea- 
sance  as  the  calumniations  of  his  enemies,  and  his 
mistakes  in  the  government  as  originated  by  the  bad 
counsel  of  his  advisers.  Later  events  seemed  to  jus- 
tify this  opinion,  and  having  remained  in  the  convent 
of  Churubusco  till  the  end  of  1642  Escalona  removed 
to  the  small  town  of  San  Martin,  about  sixteen 
leagues  from  Mexico,  and  three  months  later  returned 
to  Spain.^  Here  he  vindicated  his  conduct  so  satis- 
factorily that  the  king  intended  to  reinstall  him  in 
oflSce,  but  afterward  bestowed  on  him  the  viceroyalty 
of  Sicily  and  a  grant  of  six  thousand  pesos  of  rental. 
His  opinion  was  also  consulted  about  the  government 
of  New  Spain,  and  among  other  suggestions  he  made 
was  that  of  resuming  the  expeditions  to  California. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  he  became  a  victim  to  the 
visitador's  ambition  or  scruples,  and  that  on  account 
of  his  innate  indolence  his  friends  and  attendants 
were  allowed  too  much  influence  in  the  control  of  af- 
fairs, but  no  evidence  has  been  produced  strong  enough 
to  convict  him  of  disloyalty.*^ 

Whatever  the  reasons  which  controlled  the  conduct 
of  Palafox  in  all  affairs  where  Esealona  was  concerned, 
once  in  charge  of  the  highest  magistracy  of  New 

••  With  him  he  took  written  testimony  of  the  city  cooncil,  other  corpo- 
rations, and  many  prominent  persons,  giving  evidence  of  his  innocence. 

w^/  VeneixLble  SeHor  Don  Juan  de  Palafox  y  Mendoza. .  ,justificado  en  el 
Tribunal  de  la  Razon,  Mexico,  1831,  pp.  79,  published  by  C&rlos  Maria  de  Bos- 
tamante.  This  work  forms  part  of  the  Voz  de  la  Patria^  and  contains  docu* 
ments  bearing  on  the  altercations  between  Escalona  and  Palafox.  The  first 
is  a  relation,  written  by  a  contemporary,  apparently  a  friend  of  the  bishop, 
but  fall  of  valuable  information  and  less  biassed  than  might  have  been  ex- 
pected. The  second  is  a  memorial  to  the  king  by  the  son  of  the  ex-viceroy, 
asserting  the  duke's  innocence  and  severely  accusing  Palafox.  Another, 
apparently  coetaneous  copy  exists  in  my  manuscript  collection  under  the 
title  Escalona,  D^en»a,  The  last  document  is  the  bishop's  reply  to  the  king 
concerning  the  charges  preferred  against  him.  Both  the  memorial  and  the 
reply,  partial  as  their  origin  necessarily  stamps  them,  add  few  historical  facts 
to  the  first  document,  but  are  valuable  because  they  reveal  occasionally  the 
reasons  which  guided  the  two  antagonists.  Of  later  writers,  most  have 
adopted  the  version  that  the  removal  of  Escalona  was  an  act  of  unnecessary 
caution  in  view  of  the  slight  reasons  against  him;  others,  like  Alaman  and 
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Spain  he  proved  himself  well  fitted  for  the  position. 
The  abuses  which  his  predecessor  had  permitted  in 
the  management  of  the  public  water-works  and  the 
granary  were  corrected;  crime  was  severely  pun- 
ished; and  frequent  public  sessions  were  held,  often 
presided  over  by  the  viceroy  himself.*^  The  affairs 
of  the  royal  treasury,  of  late  a  mine  of  wealth  for 
unscrupulous  officials,  were  reorganized,  but  Palafox 
himself  did  not  draw  any  of  the  salary  due  him  as 
visitador  and  viceroy. 

Vera  Cruz  and  Acapulco  were  fortified  according 
to  orders  from  Spain,  the  duties  of  maestro  de  campo 
more  clearly  defined,  and  twelve  new  companies  of 
militia  organized  for  purposes  of  defence.  The  vice- 
roy then  directed  his  attention  to  the  improvement  of 
ecclesiastical  and  educational  matters.  He  made  re- 
forms in  the  affairs  of  the  church,  visited  the  convents, 
framed  statutes  for  the  university,  and,  though  a  pro- 
tector of  the  Indians,  was  sometimes  severe  in  his 
endeavor  to  outroot  such  superstitions  as  still  lingered 
in  their  minds.  To  that  end  a  number  of  ancient 
statues  and  idols,  kept  by  preceding  viceroys  as  tokens 
of  victory,  were  demolished        ^  ^ 

In  the  mean  time  a  new  viceroy  had  been  appointed 
by  the  crown,  and  to  him  Palafox  delivered  the  reins 
of  power,  after  a  rule  of  five  months,^^  during  which 
brief  term  he  gave  unquestionable  proof  of  ability  and 
disinterestedness.  By  order  of  the  king,  he  gave  to 
his  successor  a  collection  of  *  instructions'  to  guide 

Bibera,  conJSse  theinBelves  to'  a  mere  statement  of  the  facts,  without  express- 
ing their  opinions.  In  addition  to  the  authorities  already  quoted  I  refer  the 
reader  for  more  details  to  VeUmcvrt^  Trot.  Mex.,  14;  CavOt  Trea  Siglos,  ii. 
11-15;  Alegret  Hist,  Comp,  JesvL8,]L  237-8;  Alaman,  Disei't.,  iii.  app.  28-9; 
Rivera,  ChbemarUes^  i.  132-41. 

^ ' Di6  audiencia. .  .en  que  hablaban  en  dos  dias  cuantos  no  habian  podido 
hablar  d  S.  E.  en  dos  afios.    Paiafoxy  el  Ven,  Sefior^  23. 

^*  This  iconoclasm  has  been  severely  censured,  and  justly  so,  because  a 
number  of  curious  and  doubtless  valuable  relics  have  thus  disappeared.  If 
he  had  simply  put  them  among  other  objects  of  idol-worship,  the  bishop 
would  also  nave  attained  his  purpose  and  remained  exempt  from  the  just 
charge  of  intolerance  and  fanaticism. 

^^  Touron  is  in  error  when  he  states  that  Palafox  ruled  three  years  as  vice- 
roy. Hist,  Oen,  Am^rique,  vii.  361. 
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Spain,  Grarcfa  Sarmiento  de  Sotoraayor,  conde  de 
Salvatierra  and  raarquiJs  de  Sabroso,'*  arrived  at  Vera 
Cruz,  and  in  tlie  following  month  took  charge  of  the 
government."  During  his  administration  an  expedi- 
tion was  despatched  to  the  coast  of  Lower  California, 
in  charge  of  Pedro  Porter  y  Casanate.  Troops  were 
enlisted,  and  a  large  number  of  persons  made  ready  to 
embark  on  board  the  fleet;  for  it  was  said  that  the- 
pearl  fisheries  of  that  region  were  second  only  to  those 
discovered  by  Vasco  Nuriez  de  Balboa.  When  all  was 
in  readiness  the  vessels  were  destroyed  by  fire.  A 
second  expedition  was  fitted  out  and  set  sail  a  few 
years  later,  but  resulted  in  failure.  In  1648  Casanate 
returned  to  report  to  the  viceroy  that  he  had  failed 
even  to  discover  any  spot  suitable  for  a  settlement. 

During  this  year  Salvatierra  was  appointed  to  the 
viceroyalty  of  Peru."  His  conduct  meets  with  the 
approval  of  the  chroniclers  of  his  period,  although 
the  condition  of  affairs  during  his  rt^gime  was  far  from 
prosperous.**  Spain  was  engaged  in  external  wars 
and  the  suppression  of  internal  revolts;  the  attention 
of  her  sovereign  was  concentrated  almost  exclusively 
on  European  affairs,  and  though  c^dula  followed  cedula 
in  quick  succession  they  contained  little  save  demands 
for  money.     Throughout  the  provinces  commerce  and 

''Some  anthors  say  Sobroso;  ZamacoU  styles  hint  marqa^  de  Sonora, 
HUt.  Mf).,  V.  334. 

"  Vetancurt,  TtoI.  ilex.,  14,  and  Cavo,  TVea  Sigio',  ii.  16,  Bay  it  was  on 
tlio  23d  of  November.  Lorenzaua,  Ilitt.  if.  Enp,,  23,  and  Giiijo,  DMrio,  in 
Doc.  IIUI.  Alex.,  s<?ria  i.  G,  respectively  place  it  od  the  I3th  and  IStli. 

^'Cogolludo,  Ilinl.  Yac,  701-2,  Bays  Siilvatlerra  was  somewhat  relucbuit 
to  deliver  Qp  tlie  government ;  but  this  is  not  probable,  as  the  Ticeroyalty  of 
Peru  was  geaerally  held  in  higher  esteem  than  that  of  New  Spain.  Un  tlie 
l*2tb  of  June,  1G43,  his  rcsidencia  was  bccun,  and  though  later  discontinued 
by  order  of  t!ie  king,  was  resumed  in  July  1052.  Ouijo,  J>iario,  in  Doc.  HitU 
Urx.,  1st  series,  i.  10,  15,  223.  In  June  16G0  news  arrived  at  ticxico  that 
Salvatierra,  after  serving  hie  term  as  Ticeroy  of  Peru,  became  temporarily  in- 
sane, and  died  shortly  after  bis  recovery.  Ouijo,  in  Id.,  443.  Vetancurt  says 
be  died  at  Cartagena  when  on  bis  way  to  Spain. 

"The  only  serious  charge  brought  arainst  him  was  that  ho  caused  the 
Indians  to  serve  as  slaves  to  the  friars  and  to  pay  their  tribute  in  kind.  The 
king  disapprovcil  of  the  incusure,  and  in  l(i44  forbade  it  Indians  were  to  be 
e^ciiipteii  from  all  imports,  and  from  acn'itude,  unless  they  were  i>uid  and 
volunU.-cred  to  do  tbo  work,  '"Strict  complianoc  with  previous  c^dulas  bear- 
ing OH  the  subject  was  enjoined,  Moitratamknto  de  Indioa,  MS.,  no.  5,  1-2. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

JESUIT  LAB0B3  AND  STRIFES. 
1600-1700. 

Thb  Fieli^  of  Jesuit  Labobs—The  First  Disputes  with  the  Chubch  ov 
PuEBLA— Attitude  of  Palafox — Eelations  between  the  Bishop 
AND  THE  Jesuits — Open  Hostility — ^Appointment  of  Judges — 
Palafox  Sentenced— He  Retaliates^His  Flight  feom  Puebla — 
The  VicrroBious  Society — The  Bishop  Returns — Oenebal  Repri- 
mands from  Spain — ^The  Jesuits  Defeated  in  Rome — ^Reviyal  and 
Conclusion  of  the  Quarrel — ^Life  of  Palafox  in  Spain — His 
Death — Disputes  with  the  Society  about  Tithes — ^The  Jesuits  at 
the  Close  of  the  Century. 

DtJRiNG  the  rule  of  Viceroy  Salvatierra  there  oc- 
curred a  bitter  dispute  between  the  regular  and  secu- 
lar clergy,  and  one  which  though  carried  on  only  in 
Mexico  and  Puebla  agitated  almost  all  New  Spain, 
absorbed  the  attention  of  the  governments  at  Mexico 
and  Madrid,  and  became  a  frequent  subject  for  dis- 
cussion and  consultation  to  the  holy  see  itself  On 
one  side  was  the  able,  energetic,  and  strong-minded 
bishop  of  Puebla,  Juan  de  Palafox  y  Mendoza,  tem- 
porary viceroy,  archbishop  elect  of  Mexico,  and  visi- 
tador  general  of  New  Spain.  His  adversaries  were 
the  Jesuits,  who  were  not  second  to  him  in  ability, 
whose  ranks  were  thoroughly  organized,  who  had 
the  command  of  wealth  wherewith  to  secure  friends, 
and  whose  influence  over  the  people  was  fully  equal 
to  that  of  the  prelate.  The  early  labors  of  Palafox 
have  already  been  related;  and  in  order  that  the 
means  at  the  disposal  of  his  antagonists  may  be  bet- 
ter understood,  1  shall  give  a  brief  sketch  of  the  field 
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worked  by  the  Jesuits  since  the  beginning  of  the 
seventeenth  century. 

The  operations  of  the  society  extended  not  only  to 
the  capital  and  its  neighborhood,  but  to  northern 
regions.  They  partly  held  possession  of  Durango, 
Sonora,  and  Sinaloa,  and  from  those  points  extended 
their  missions  into  the  unknown  territory  of  California. 
Occasionally  efforts  were  made  in  some  districts  by 
other  orders,  and  by  the  secular  clergy,  to  deprive 
them  of  their  predominating  influence;  but  by  ably 
conducted  intrigues,  or  even  open  resistance  against 
episcopal  orders  which  they  regarded  as  encroaching 
upon  their  privileges,  they  contrived  to  maintain  their 
claims.  With  equal  success  they  always  regained  the 
ground  temporardy  lost  by  revolts  of  the  natives,  and 
at  the  close  of  the  seventeenth  century  were  steadily 
extending  their  dominion  toward  the  north.^ 

At  the  same  time,  while  their  efforts  were  chiefly 
in  that  direction,  they  lost  no  opportunity  to  establish 
houses  and  colleges  in  other  provinces,  well  aware  that 
if  the  education  of  the  young  could  be  brought  under 
their  control  their  influence  would  be  greatly  extended. 
Thus  arose  their  establishment  at  Zacatecas,  and  later 
the  one  at  Guadalajara,^  both  of  which  became  among 
the  most  prominent  in  the  country.  In  the  adjoining 
province  of  San  Luis  Potosl,  there  had  been  but  two 
fathers  during  the  early  part  of  the  century;  never- 
theless their  work  was  so  successful  that  in  1623  a 
college  was  founded,^  and  notwithstanding  some  tem- 
porary opposition  it  prospered.  A  marked  triumph 
was  moreover  secured  by  the  order  in  Guanajuato, 
when  the  city,  in  1616,  chose  San  Ignacio  de  Loyola 

*  For  a  detailed  acconnt  of  the  Jesuit  labors  in  the  unknown  region,  I  refer 
the  reader  to  Hist.  North  Afex,  States^  i.,  passim,  this  series. 

'  Both  were  erected  with  money  mainly  derived  from  donations;  that  of 
Zacatecas  was  begun  in  1GI6;  the  other  of  Guadalajara  was  commenced  in 
1659,  but  the  foundation  did  not  take  place  till  about  40  years  later.  Alegre, 
Hist.  C<mp.  Jesus,  ii.  81-2,  416;  iii.  64-9,  91-2;  Jalisco,  NoUis,  16-17,  171. 

^SijuUoa,  Mem.  Hist.y  MS.,  983-91.  Voluntary  gifts  of  considerable 
amount  were  at  first  offered;  later  the  inhabitants  made  a  donation  of  a  her- 
mitage which  had  been  founded  under  the  name  of  Santa  Veracruz,  or  San 
Sebastian.  AUgre,  ii.  141-2,  152-3. 
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among  Spaniards  as  natives,  the  Jesuits  continued 
to  amass  wealth,  though  under  the  guise  of  poverty; 
and  well  aware  of  the  sympathy  bestowed  on  them 
by  rich  and  poor,  they  were  not  afraid  of  adversaries. 
This  appeared  when,  in  1639,  troubles  began  be- 
tween the  Jesuits  and  the  chapter  of  the  cathedral  of 
Puebla  about  a  donation  made  to  the  society  by  the 
prebendary,  Hernando  de  la  Serna.^'  The  dispute  arose 
concerning  a  farm  valued  at  sixty  thousand  pesos,  and 
intended  for  the  establishment  of  a  Jesuit  college  at 
Vera  Cruz.  Notwithstanding  an  order  of  the  eccle- 
siastical cabildo,  forbidding  Sema  to  make  the  con- 
veyance, except  to  a  party  subject  to  the  payment  of 
tithes,  the  transfer  was  made  to  the  society.  The 
vicar-general  of  the  diocese  in  consequence  attached 
the  remainder  of  Serna's  property,"  to  guarantee  the 
payment  of  the  tithes,  and  demanded  that  the  dona- 
tion be  annulled  under  threat  of  severe  ecclesiastical 
censure.  Sema  protested  against  the  legality  of  such 
proceeding  and  of  course  received  support  from  the 
Jesuits,  who  also  disputed  the  authority  of  the  vicar- 
general.^' 

Such  was  the  state  of  affairs  when  Palafox  arrived 
in  New  Spain.  As  he  had  always  been  a  friend  of 
the  society,  and  had  given  repeated  proofs  of  such 
friendship,  an  immediate  and  favorable  decision  was 
expected.  At  first  his  rule  was  promising  for  the 
Jesuits;  the  embargo  on  the  prebendary's  property 
and  income  was  modified  so  as  to  comprise  only  the 
amount  of  the  tithes  involved,  and  a  free  disposal 
allowed  of  the  remainder.    The  bishop  refused  a  more 

*'  Bnstamante,  in  Cato,  Tres  SigloSy  ii.  20,  followed  by  Rivera,  OoberrianteSf 
1.  144,  calls  him  Hermenecpldo  de  la  Sema.  Alegre  says  Fernando  and  Her- 
nando; Palafox,  in  bis  different  works,  gives  Hernando. 

^^  As  an  additional  reason  it  was  said  that  two  sisters  of  the  donor  owned 
a  certain  part  of  the  farm,  and  being  nuns  of  the  convent  de  la  Concepcion, 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  see  of  ruebla,  their  shares  could  not  be  alienated 
without  episcopal  consent.  Palafox,  Carta  del  Ven.,  110-21.  Alegre,  Hist. 
Comp.  Jesus,  ii.  223-4,  asserts  that  the  donation  was  made  by  Sema  and  his 
mother,  and  the  deed  signed  Feb.  22,  1639. 

^^  Alegre,  226,  carefully  avoids  mentioning  why  the  cathedral  demanded 
the  revocation  of  the  gift. 
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that  eflTectuaJ  measures  be  taken  to  solve  existing  diffi- 
culties.^ 

As  soon  as  the  tumult  in  Puebla  became  known 
in  Mexico  it  was  resolved  that  the  judges  themselves 
should  proceed  thither.  The  bishop  remonstrated, 
hinting  at  serious  disturbances  which  might  arise,  and 
showed  a  desire  for  a  reconcilation;  whereupon  a 
lengthy  correspondence  ensued,  the  fiscal,  Viceroy  Sal- 
vatierra,  and  the  municipal  authorities  of  Puebla  open- 
ing negotiations  with  the  prelate  for  a  settlement  of 
the  dispute.*^  The  preliminaries  were  arranged;  a 
meeting  was  convoked  by  the  viceroy  for  the  15th  of 
June,  and  all  were  hopeful  that  at  length  matters 
would  be  adjusted,when  an  untoward  incident  occurred. 
The  bishop  suddenly  disappeared  from  Puebla,  and 
none  knew  of  his  whereabouts.  Whatever  may  have 
been  the  reason  which  prompted  his  flight,  distrust  in 
the  sincerity  of  the  proposed  reconciUation  seems  to 
have  been  the  principal  motive.*^  It  was  afterward 
known  that  he  had  retired  to  Tepeaca,  nine  leagues 
distant,  leaving  the  affairs  of  the  church  in  charge  of 
Alonso  de  Salazar  Varaona,  Nicolds  Gomez,  and  J  uan 
de  Merlo,  and  advising  them  not  to  yield  to  the  pre- 
tensions of  the  Jesuits  and  their  allies.^ 

The  rule  of  the  bishop's  delegates  was  very  brief. 
As  soon  as  the  flight  of  Palafox  became  known  in 

"The  full  text  of  the  report  is  given  in  Palafox^  Carta,  1-38,  and  Id., 
Obrns,  xi.  27-60. 

*^  In  the  beginning  of  May,  the  fiscal  of  the  inquisition  had  presented  a  pe- 
tition to  the  archbishop  for  that  purpose,  but  was  discourteously  received  and 
ordered  from  his  presence  when  he  repeated  his  request.  Ouijo,  Diario,  in 
i>oc.  Hi8L  Hex,,  Ist  ser.  L  12-13. 

'^  Guijo  asserts  that  the  partial  administration  of  justice,  and  the  want  of 
a  competent  tribunal  in  New  Spain  to  which  to  appeal,  induced  the  bishop 
to  flee.  In  a  letter  to  the  pope  of  Jan.  8,  1649,  he  says  that  his  flight  was 
caused  by  menaces  to  imprison,  exile,  and  even  to  kill  him,  and  that  he 
also  wished  to  evade  the  bloodshed  which  otherwise  had  become  inevitable, 
as  his  friends  at  Puebla  would  have  made  armed  resistance.  This  assertion, 
as  well  as  a  similar  one  in  the  report  to  the  king,  is  certainly  exaggerated. 
Palafox,  Obras,  xi.  68-71,  xii.  204-18. 

^^  The  formal  appomtments  were  made  in  a  letter  from  Tepeaca,  and  con- 
firmed together  witn  instructions  by  several  others  from  the  same  place, 
written  during  his  residence  there.  Palafox,  Obras,  xii.  218-22;  Sati^acion 
al  MeTJwrialt  55-6. 
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decision  given  in  1648.  On  the  27th  of  May  1653  a 
new  brief  was  issued  by  Innocent  confirming  the  pre- 
ceding one,  and  enjoining  perpetual  silence  upon  both 
parties.  A  royal  cedula  of  June  30,  1653,  ordered  an 
exequatur  to  be  issued  by  the  council  of  the  Indies. 
A  semi-official  letter  of  Cardinal  Spada  to  Palafox, 
dated  December  17,  1652,  while  gently  rebuking 
the  prelate,  acknowledges  him  to  be  in  the  right  on 
the  whole  question;  but  the  Jesuits  would  not  accept 
their  defeat,  and  made  extracts  from  the  briefs  and 
c6dulas  apparently  terminating  the  matter  in  their 
favor,  though  the  final  triumph  of  the  bishop  is 
beyond  question.*^ 

On  his  arrival  in  Spain  Palafox  had  yet  to  realize 
the  implacable  character  of  his  enemies.  Having 
reached  his  native  country  after  a  tiresome  voyage  of 
nine  months,  he  expected  in  vain  the  honors  which 
had  been  promised  him.  The  king  had  intended  to 
promote  him  to  the  see  of  Cuenca,  one  of  the  most 
important  in  Spain,  but  was  dissuaded,  owing  to  the 
intrigues  of  the  prime  minister,  prompted  by  the 
Jesuits.^  Years  elapsed,  and  it  was  not  until  1653 
that  the  bishopric  of  Osma,  one  of  the  least  in  impor- 
tance, was  ofiered  him.  He  took  possession  the  fol- 
lowing year  and  labored  with  his  usual  zeal.  Though 
his  straitened  means  were  a  great  drawback  to  the 
later  years  of  his  ministry,"  he  gained  the  love  and 
esteem  of  his  flock,  and  universal  grief  was  expressed 
when  his  decease  occurred  on  the  1st  of  October, 

^'  The  literal  text  of  the  last  mentioned  documents,  together  with  com- 
ments on  their  judicial  value,  is  given  in  Palafox^  Ohras,  xii.  481-5G3.  The 
interpretation  given  by  the  Jesuits  was  printed  at  Rome  in  1653  under  the 
title  Fin  de  la  Causa  Angelopolitanaf  but  placed  on  the  expurgatory  index  of 
16G4  by  Pope  Alexander  VII.  for  having  been  artfully  included  in  the  Bulario 
Homano  of  1655. 

^  The  Jesuits  and  the  friends  of  the  former  viceroy  Escalona  were  doubt- 
less the  chief  instigators,  and  exerted  all  their  influence  to  humiliate  him  if 
possible.  Kivera,  OobemanteSj  L  194,  surmises  that  the  duke  of  Alburquerque, 
in  1653  viceroy  of  Mexico,  also  intrigued  against  Palafox,  but  there  was  no 
reason  for  him  to  do  so. 

^*  The  income  of  the  bishopric  was  small,  and  Palafox  had  returned  from 
New  Spain  burdened  with  a  debt  of  140,000  pesos.  He  was  so  poor  that  he 
hai  to  borrow  the  amount  necessary  to  pay  the  bulls  for  the  bishopric  of 
Oaina.  Palajox,  ObraSy  xiii.  140-7. 
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ernment;  but  on  the  following  day  a  resolution  of  the 
real  acuerdo  ordered  his  immediate  return  to  Tacuba, 
there  to  await  the  proper  moment  for  his  installation 
into  oflSce.^  This  did  not  take  place  until  May  13, 
1648,*  when  the  bishop-governor,  with  the  usual  reti- 
nue, made  his  oflScial  entrance  into  Mexico,  and  ex- 
hibited in  the  palace  his  credentials. 

His  rule  was  brief  and  eventful.  An  epidemic  is 
said  to  have  caused  great  devastation  at  Vera  Cruz 
in  the  latter  half  of  the  year  1648,  but  in  view  of  the 
scanty  information  on  the  subject,  considerable  al- 
lowance must  probably  be  made  for  exaggeration.  On 
his  decease  in  April  of  the  following  year*  the  audien- 
cia  assumed  the  government;  and  the  senior  oidor, 
Matias  de  Peralta,  acting  as  president,  removed  to 
the  viceregal  palace.  Before  the  exequies  of  the  late 
governor  were  concluded*  his  entire  estate  had  been 
sequestered,  partly  to  guarantee  the  sum  of  twenty 
thousand  pesos,  which  he  had  received  in  advance  of 
salary,  and  also  because  suspicions  had  arisen  that  a 
large  part  of  his  estate  belonged  to  the  crown,  and 
had  been  fraudulently  appropriated  by  the  secretary 
and  nephew  of  the  deceased,  Juan  de  Salazar.  To 
that  end  the  surrender  was  ordered  under  severe  pen- 
alties, of  all  the  property  of  the  bishop,  and  that  of 
his  relatives,  to  the  senior  oidor,  who,  together  with 
the  fiscal,  had  assumed  the  functions  of  executor  of 

*Guijo,  Diario,  in  Doc,  Hist.  Mex.,  Istser.,  i.  7-8,  adds  that  retumingto 
Tacuba  the  bishop  found  that  all  the  furniture  of  his  residence,  belonging  to 
Salvatierra,  had  been  removed  in  the  mean  time. 

'  Mayer,  Alex,  Aztec,  1.  202,  following  the  lAceo,  Mex.,  ii.  223,  says  er- 
roneously March  13th. 

*  Torres  was  on  bad  terms  with  the  audiencia,  and  in  January  1649  had 
some  dispute  with  the  municipal  authorities,  caused  by  his  pretentious  con- 
duct. It  is  said  that  this  brought  on  the  sickness  which  terminated  fatally 
on  April  22d.  Cogolludo  remanss  that  Torres,  not  supposing  his  illness  tobi 
of  a  serious  nature,  did  not  make  such  provisions  for  the  administration  of 
afiairs  as  his  high  position  required.  Hist.  Yuc,  702.  This  does  not  appear 
probable,  judging  from  the  deed  executed  by  the  governor  on  the  8tn  of 
April,  and  appointing,  in  case  of  his  demise,  the  audiencia  to  succeed  him  ad 
interim.    Vir.  Imtruc.j  MS.,  1st  ser.,  no.  23,  1-2. 

*  He  was  buried  on  the  25th  of  April  in  the  church  of  the  Augustinian  con- 
vent at  Mexico;  the  bishop-elect  of  Habana,  Nicolds  de  la  Torre,  officiated,  as 
the  archbishop  was  absent.  Ouijo,  Diario,  55-02. 
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were  three  friars,  and  burned  the  churches.  The  gov- 
ernor of  Durango  was  ordered  to  subjugate  them,  and 
during  the  following  year  restored  peace  throughout 
the  disturbed  districts. 

The  old  dispute  about  the  submission  of  the  doc- 
trineros  to  the  episcopal  authority  was  revived  during 
the  term  of  viceroy  Alva,  but  his  prudent  conduct 
prevented  it  from  assuming  such  significance  as  the 
former  one.  Royal  orders,  tending  to  check  the  efforts 
of  the  regular  clergy  to  become  more  independent  of 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  crown,  were  also  successfully 
enforced*  without  encountering  serious  opposition. 

Although  the  count  appears  to  have  made  a  moder- 
ate use  of  his  autliority,  he  was  jealous  of  his  rights 
as  the  representative  of  a  powerful  monarch,  and  did 
not  fail  to  guard  them  when  occasion  happened. 
Among  other  instances  may  be  mentioned  a  case 
which  occurred  in  June,  1651,  when  a  dispute  arose 
about  the  place  which  the  chapter  of  the  cathedral  and 
the  pages  of  the  viceroy  should  occupy  in  the  proces- 
sion ot  corpus  chriati.  The  procession  was  forcibly 
interrupted  by  order  of  the  count,  who  in  unison  with 
the  audiencia  issued  several  orders,  which  caused  great 
excitement  among  the  people.  The  matter  was  settled 
by  the  chapter  yielding  to  the  demand  of  the  viceroy, 
when  the  ceremony  was  allowed  to  proceed.' 

Owing  to  the  wars  almost  continuously  carried  on 

'  Several  c^qLu  were  isinecl  to  protect  the  rojsl  juriadiction.  Ona  of 
September  18,  1650,  ratified  on  the  6tti  of  Jane,  1635,  declared  all  briefs  and 
balls  of  the  holy  wo  iuued  to  the  peopleofNewSpoiaaa  nail  and  void,  if  Dot 
Authorized  by  the  council  of  the  Indies,  te  which  they  were  to  be  sent.  To 
the  same  Bcrutiny  were  Bubjeoted  all  those  pateuts  tor  religioas  orders  which 
introdaced  important  iauovationsor  referred  to  the  founding  of  new  couvento. 
ilontemayor.  SvmarvM,  S7-8;  Ordrait  de  la  Corona,  MS.,  ii.  219-21. 

•  Gaija,  Diario,  179-82;  Iloblea,  Vida,  127-9.  The  viceroy  would  probably 
have  encountered  more  oppoaitioo  had  there  been  an  archbiahop.  The  last 
one,  Jiun  de  Maiioeca  y  Zamora,  had  died  on  December  12,  IQ.1O,  not  in  1633 
Ba  Vetancurt,  Trat.  Hex.,  2o,  has  it.  Guijo,  Diario,  157-9,  187;  Pana,  Fir., 
MS.,  100;  ConcUiot  Prov.,  16o5-GS,  219.  The  see  remained  vacant  for  two 
years  until  December  25,  1652,  when  Pedro  de  Bamentos  took  posaeasion  of 
it  in  tho  ueme  of  the  new  appointee,  Marcelo  Lop^z  de  Ascona,  who  arrived 
in  July,  1053.  He  died  after  a  few  months,  on  November  lOtb  of  thesama 
year.  Cuyo, Diario, 227, 229-30,2-18-70;  CoBcUioeProv.,loS5-<J5,H!a.  Panes, 
I'ir.,  Buys  erroneously  1031.    Al^.,  101. 
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in  the  environs.  That  no  others  were  felt  was  sup- 
posed to  be  due  to  a  solemu  procession,  held  during 
the  following  days  io  honor  of  the  conception  of  the 
Serenfsima  Keina  de  los  Angeles.  With  sinailar  good 
effect  the  interposition  of  the  vii^en  de  los  Remedios 
was  implored  some  months  later;  when  want  of  rain 
had  produced  diseases,  and  supplications  lasting  nine 
days  were  ordered.  The  auppucations  were  quickly 
heard,  for  within  nine  days  abundant  rains  fell 
throughout  the  province. 

The  viceroy's  term  of  government  had  meanwhile 
expired,  and  in  the  beginning  of  July  1653  news 
reached  him  of  the  arrival  of  his  successor  at  Vera 
Cruz,  and  of  his  promotion  to  the  viceroyalty  of  Peru. 
On  the  1st  of  August  he  formally  laid  down  his 
authority  and  proceeded  to  San  Cristobal,  to  greet 
the  new  ruler,  the  duke  of  Alburquerque.  He  re- 
mained in  Mexico  for  more  than  a  year,  as  there  was 
no  vessel  to  carry  him  to  his  destination.  The  i7th 
of  October  1654  he  left  for  Acapuico  with  a  large 
retinue.  At  every  point  along  his  route  he  received 
marks  of  respect,  for  his  benevolence  and  integrity 
had  gained  for  him  the  sympathy  of  the  people." 

Francisco  Fernandez  de  la  Cueva,  duque  de  Al- 
burquerque and  grandee  of  Spain,"  arrived  at  Vera 
Cruz  accompanied  by  his  wife,  a  daughter  of  the  ex- 
viceroy  Cadereita,  early  in  July,  1653,  and  made  his 
official  entrance  into  Mexico  on  the  1 5th  of  August, 
amidst  the  usual  ceremonies.  In  personal  qualifica- 
tions no  less  than  in  rank  he  was  a  worthy  successor 

"Hia  juez  de  residsncui  sentenced  him  to  tbe  payment  of  eever&l  amounta 
of  money  claimed  from  him,  aud  tranaferred  the  declBion  o£  other  charges  to 
tbe  lodia  Council,  but  neverthelesa  declared  him  '  por  bueno  y  recto  miniatro 
de  S.  M.'  Oaijo,  ifinna,  270.  After  serving  his  t«nn  in  Peru  he  went  to 
Spain,  where  he  died  about  16G7. 

"ile  waa  of  one  of  tbe  nobleat  houaea  of  Spain,  and  beaides  the  titles 
given  iu  tbe  text,  and  such  as  hi»  new  position  gave  liim,  hehl  thoae  of  mar- 

3ute  de  Cuelhtr  y  de  Cadereita,  conde  ile  Ledesma,  conde  de  Quelma,  aeAor 
e  laB  villas  de  Mombeltran  y  de  la  Godosera,  gentilhombre  da  la  cAiitara  de 
Su  Magestad,  and  capitan  geiii^nil  de  las  f;alera«  de  KapaQa.  Onlenfsdela 
Coroiia,  MS.,  vii  I;  FraiUa  Doctr.,  in  Disturb,  dl  FraiUa,  MS.,  iL  129,  152. 
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to  the  count  of  Alva.  He  lacked  none  of  the  accom- 
plishments then  commonly  possessed  by  the  nobility 
of  Spain,  and  was  moreover  a  man  of  jovial  disposi- 
tion, much  given  to  hospitality,  and  lavish  of  expense. 
During  his  reign  he  lost  no  opportunity  of  displaying, 
though  sometimes  a  little  too  ostentatiously,  his 
boundless  loyalty  to  his  sovereign.  The  first  occasion 
that  occurred  was  in  April  1654,  when  balls  and  ban- 
quets, lasting  several  days,  were  arranged  by  the 
viceroy  in  commemoration  of  the  birthday  of  his 
sovereign.  These  festivities  were,  however,  eclipsed 
by  those  which  were  held  later  in  celebration  of  the 
birth  of  prince  Felipe  Pr6spero.^*  Solemn  thanks- 
givings alternated  with  magnificent  processions  in 
costume,  headed  by  the  viceroy  and  the  highest  offi- 
cials. For  several  days  the  town  was  illuminated; 
festivals  were  arranged  by  the  Jesuit  fathers;  bull- 
fights were  held  in  the  plaza;  there  were  no  regular 
sessions  of  the  audiencia  for  several  weeks ;  and  many 
of  the  prisoners  confined  in  jail  were  pardoned,  while 
the  sentences  of  others  were*  commuted.  So  popular 
became  the  viceroy,  that  a  mere  hint  from  him  was 
sufficient  to  elicit  an  annual  donation  in  favor  of  the 
newly  born  prince  of  250,000  pesos  for  the  next 
fifteen  years. 

The  treasure  fleet  despatched  from  Vera  Cruz  in 
April  1654  was  one  of  the  most  richly  freighted  that 
had  ever  left  the  shores  of  New  Spain,  and  in  the  fol- 
lowing year  a  large  amount  was  forwarded ;  but  the 
capture  of  Jamaica ^^  in  1655  caused  a  large  decrease 
in  remittances  after  that  date.^® 

^*  In  January  1656  public  prayers  had  been  said  in  the  cathedral  and  all 
the  other  churches  for  an  heir  to  the  throne.  Guijo,  DiariOy  in  Doc,  Iliai, 
Mex.,  sdrie  i.,  L  337. 

"Cavo,  Trea  Sigfos,  ii.  36,  Rivera,  Oob,^  L  197,  and  other  Spanish  authori- 
ties state  that  Cromwell  was  urged  to  despatch  the  expedition  which 
effected  the  capture  of  Jamaica  by  Thomas  Crage,  the  author  of  Tfie  New  Sur- 
vey of  the  West  Indies,  Gape  was  an  apostate  mar;  hence  perhaps  the  state- 
xnent,  which  is  not  founded  on  fact. 

w  During  the  samo  year  news  arrived  that  a  party  of  buccaneers  had  been 
captured  by  the  settlers  of  Tampico.  Twenty-two  of  them  were  sent  as  pris- 
oners to  Mexico.  Quijo,  Diario,  330,  362. 
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■whom  they  found  hid  near  Zih6,  and  placed  on  board 
one  of  their  vessels.  Such  an  act  committed  against 
the  representatives  of  the  faith,  say  the  chroniclers, 
provoked  the  wrath  of  heaven,  and  as  a  due  chastise- 
ment all  the  vessels  foundered,  that  bearing  the  friars 
only  after  the  holy  men  had  been  placed  ashore  on 
the  coast  of  Florida."" 

But  this  incident  made  little  impression  on  the 
buccaneers,  who  continued  their  depredations  on  both 
the  eastern  and  western  coasts  of  the  peninsula. 
In  April  1648  they  captured  a  frigate  with  more  than 
a  hundred  thousand  pesos  on  board,  and  a  few  weeks 
later  boldly  attacked  a  vessel  in  the  very  port  of 
Campcche.  At  about  the  same  time  another  band, 
commanded  by  the  pirate  Abraham,  captured  Sala- 
manca.^ During  the  second  half  of  the  seventeenth 
century  their  raids  became  more  frequent.  In  1659 
and  1678  Campeche  was  again  taken  and  sacked  by 
English  and  French  freebooters.  They  were  aided 
on  this  occasioix  by  logwood-cutters,  who  since  that 
time  had  begun  to  establish  themselves  on  the  penin- 
sula; and,  notwithstanding  the  repeated  efforts  of  the 
Spaniards  to  expel  them,  successfully  maintained  their 
positions,**  till  in  1680  they  were  driven  from  the  bay 
of  T^nninos  by  forces  sent  against  them  from  Mexico 
and  Yucatan.** 

Alburquerque  bore  the  reputationof  a  just,  vigilant, 
and  capable  ruler,  one  who  strictly  carried  out  the 
duties  of  his  office,  regardless  of  censure.  Hearing 
that  one  of  the  contadores  mayores  had  challenged 
the  other,  he  ordered  both  under  arrest,  and  sen- 
tenced to  fines  of  three  thousand  and  fifteen  hundred 


OUT  lady  of  ChampotoD  and  the  11,000  virgiua  exhibited  o: 
Id..  683-4. 

"  He  repeated  the  i»ck  of  the  same  town  in  1652. 

"  For  A  detailed  acconnt  of  the  origio  of  the  logwood  eBtablishmento, 
from  which  the  lettlemeiit  of  Belize  emtuiated,  I  refer  to  the  liiet.  C>:iit. 
Am,.,  ii,  623  etaeq.,  this  seriei. 

"  Robles,  Diario,  303-9,  gives  a  pretty  detailed  acoonut  of  the  trophjet 
obtained  oo  this  TJctoriona  expedition. 
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pesos  respectively,  though  duelling  was  at  this  time  a 
common  practice  in  New  Spain.  During  the  year 
1659  he  suspended  the  corregidor  and  his  lieutenant, 
and  imprisoned  several  of  the  regidores  because  they 
had  been  bribed  to  consent  to  a  reduction  in  weight  of 
the  loaf.  Personal  inquiries  at  the  mills  and  bakeries 
had  convinced  him  that  there  was  no  reason  for  mak- 
ing such  a  change. 

The  clergy  were  not  exempt  from  the  duke's  search- 
ing vigilance,  and  in  his  excessive  zeal  for  the  welfare 
and  dignity  of  the  church  he  occasionally  played  a  some- 
what ridiculous  part.  Patrolling  the  streets  near  the 
palace  one  night,  as  was  his  wont,  he  noticed  at  a  late 
hour  two  Austin  friars  in  a  dilapidated  looking  bakery 
eating  fritters.  The  viceroy  was  shocked,  and  at  once 
ordered  their  arrest;  not,  he  declared,  because  the  act 
of  eating  fritters  was  of  itself  unclerical,  but  that,  con- 
sidering the  time,  the  place,  and  the  sacred  vestments 
of  the  culprits,  such  an  indulgence  was  scandalous. 
One  of  the  ecclesiastics  took  to  his  heels  and  escaped, 
but  the  other  was  taken  to  the  palace  and  sternly 
reproved  and  kept  in  custody  till  the  following  day, 
when  he  was  delivered  to  the  prior  of  his  order. 
After  remonstrating  with  the  latter,  the  viceroy  sum- 
moned also  the  other  heads  of  religious  orders,  and 
ha\  ;ng  expressed  his  disapproval  in  general,  directed 
thejQ  to  exercise  in  future  a  better  surveillance.^*^ 
Thi^  was  readily  promised,  and  severe  penalties  were 
imposed  for  similar  transgressions.  A  reformation  had 
indeed  become  necessary;  for  the  greater  part  of  the 
friars  were  no  longer  the  worthy  followers  of  those 
whose  charity,  humility,  and  untiring  zeal  had  made 
so  deep  an  impression  on  the  native  population  a 
century  before.  In  addition  to  their  hypocrisj'',  some 
of  them  were  guilty  of  the  worst  crimes  common  to 
their  fellow-men;  and  it  is  related  that  in  1655  two 

*^Id  the  following  year,  1655,  the  rebuke  was  repeated,  the  king  having 
issued  three  c^dulae,  complaining  of  the  increasing  disorders  of  the  monastic 
life.  \Jwjo,  DiarxOf  311-12. 


' 
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Augustinian  lay-friars  did  not  shrink  from  assassi- 
nating the  former  provincial  of  their  order. 

It  was  perhaps  the  viceroy's  undue  interference 
in  ecclesiastical  matters  that  excited  the  enmity  of 
the  archbishop.  During  his  administration  the  same 
ridiculous  dispute  arose  which  had  occurred  during 
the  regime  of  his  predecessor,  concerning  the  prece- 
dence of  the  attendants  at  the  procession  of  corpus 
christi.  Neither  would  yield  the  point,  and  the  matter 
was  settled  only  by  an  agreement  that  neither  the 
pages  of  the  viceroy  nor  those  of  the  archbishop 
should  assist.^  The  latter,  named  Mateo  Sagade  Bu- 
gueiro,^  was  a  man  of  rather  haughty  character,  and 
ere  long  new  difficulties  arose  between  him  and  the 
representative  of  the  crown,  occasioned  by  the  con- 
troversy of  the  former  with  the  commissary-general 
of  the  holy  crusade.  The  archbishop  also  publicly 
accused  the  viceroy  of  withholding  and  intercepting 
his  correspondence  with  Spain,  but  finally  a  reconcili- 
ation was  effected,  and  after  that  time  a  better  under- 
standing prevailed. 

The  religious  zeal  of  the  viceroy^  well  nigh  cost 
him  his  life.  It  was  his  custom  each  afternoon  to  pay 
a  visit  to  the  cathedral,  then  in  course  of  completion, 
in  order  to  inspect  the  progress  made  during  the  day, 
and  afterward  to  attend  vespers  in  one  of  the  chapels. 
While  kneeling  at  prayer  on  the  evening  of  the  12th 
of  March  1660,  a  soldier  named  Manuel  Ledesma  y 

*  Similar  difficulties  continued  to  disturb  the  good  understanding  between 
the  viceroys  and  the  archbishops,  although  royal  c^dulas  had  clearly  fixed  the 
jurisdiction  to  which  either  of  them  was  entitled,  their  tenor  being  essen- 
tially favorable  to  the  viceroy^s.  In  later  years  under  the  rule  of  Mancera  an 
outbreak  of  these  old  hostilities  waa  prevented  merely  by  the  duke^s  diplo- 
macy, and  the  modesty  and  genuine  christian  spirit  of  the  then  archbisnop 
Alonso  de  Cuevas.  DdvaloSf  Mancera^  Instrucciones,  in  Doc,  In^d.,  xxi.  471-2. 

^  Ue  was  bom  in  San  Pedro  de  San  Roman  in  Galicia,  and  had  pre\iousIy 
held  the  offices  of  canon  of  the  churches  of  Astorga  and  Toledo.  Conciiios 
Pow,  1555-65,  220.  Panes,  Vir,,  MS.,  101-2,  calls  him  Mateo  de  Yaga, 
and  says  he  was  bom  in  Pontevedro  in  Galicia.  He  was  consecrated  in  Mex- 
ico the  25th  of  July,  1656.  Quiio^  Diario,  362. 

*•  He  assisted  at  the  festivals  of  the  churches  and  made  liberal  contribu- 
tions toward  the  completion  of  the  cathedral.  Guijo  states  that  a  royal 
cedula  arrived  in  May  1655  ordering  tliat  the  building  be  completed  as  soon 
as  possible.  Diario,  309. 
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Robles  entered  the  chapel  and  gave  him  several  blows 
with  the  flat  of  his  sword.  The  viceroy  sprang  to  his 
feet,  and  placing  the  prie-dieu  between  himself  and  his 
assailant,  meanwhile  clutching  with  his  right  hand  at 
his  sword,  exclaimed,  "What  mean  you?"  "To  kill 
you,"  was  the  answer.*^  At  that  moment  the  treas- 
urer of  the  cathedral  came  to  the  duke's  assistance 
and  was  soon  followed  by  others.  The  would-be 
assassin  was  overpowered,  and  the  duke  after  finish- 
ing his  devotions  returned  to  his  palace.  A  trial  was 
held  the  same  evening  by  the  military  auditor,  but 
considering  the  grave  character  of  the  crime,  the 
audiencia  ordered  that  the  prisoner  be  brought  before 
their  court.  At  the  same  time  a  resolution  was 
passed  that  there  should  be  no  rest  until  the  law  was 
vindicated.*' 

During  the  whole  night  the  depositions  of  witnesses 
were  taken,  corroborating  the  attempt  to  murder,  but 
they  added  little  to  the  contradictory  confession  of 
the  accused,  who  in  one  place  gives  as  a  reason  a 
supposed  offence  suffered  from  the  viceroy,  while  in 
another  he  states  that  his  sole  purpose  was  to  per- 
petuate his  name.*^  There  is  little  doubt  his  mind 
was  deranged;  he  could  easily  have  killed  the  viceroy 
had  he  been  so  disposed;  but  as  it  was  a  great  man 
who  had  beeii  frightened,  his  judges  were  determined 
not  to  recognize  the  fact;  the  appointment  of  an  advo- 
cate for  the  accused  was  but  for  form,  and  no  time 
was  granted  him  to  prepare  his  defence.  At  seven 
o'clock  next  morning  the  verdict  was  rendered;  the 

*  *  Matarlo  y  que  no  se  diga  misa.'  Copia  de  la  Causa  Criminal ,  in  Regktro 
Trimestrf,  289.  *  Voto  d  Cristo,  q  le  he  de  matar,'  says  the  viceroy  in  his 
letter  of  March  16,  1660,  to  the  kii^g.  adding  *me  di6  de  cuchilladas  y  esto- 
cadas,  en  las  espaldas  y  riflones. '  The  latter  assertion,  not^^ithstanding  its 
source,  is  exaggerated,  as  proved  by  the  depositions  of  the  witnesses  during 
the  trial.  Carta,  in  Vir,  Inatruc.,  MS.,  1st  ser.  no.  24,  1. 

*°*Hasta  tanto  se  dd  juridica  y  competente  satisfaccion  d  ejemplar  tan 
atroz,  no  se  deje  la  mano  de  las  diligencias. '  Copia  de  la  Causa  Criminal, 

277. 

•^Guijo,  Diario,  439-40,  asserts  that  he  was  submitted  to  torture;  but  this 
is  doubtful;  as  the  minutes  of  the  trial  would  hardly  have  concealed  the  ap- 
plication of  a  measure  which  then  was  considered  quite  legal  in  order  to 
obtain  a  confession. 


RETURN  TO  SPAIN. 


CISCO  Valles."    In  the  mean  time  the  duke  had  left 
for  his  native  land,  carrying  with  him  the  sympathy 


"The  viaitedor  fixed  the  bond  at 
oidorea,  who  redaoed  the  tttnonnt  h 
testa  of  Morota, 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

YUCATAN. 
1601-1708. 

A.1  Uneventful  Period — Good  Rvlzbb — Uabseal  CIklos  sb  Luxa  y 
Abkllano— Th>  Qovernment  of  the  Towns— The  MoNAaca  as  a 

MbHDICAKT — GOVEBNOR  JCAH  DR  YaROAS — Hl3  MaLEASHIHISTKATION — 

The  Licentiate  Carvajal  Takes  his  Residencia — Indian  Revolts — 
The  Suocession  of  Rdlebs — Campeche  Fortified — SoBEbANia  A^'I> 
Martin  he  CrsCa — More  Dissensions — Excomkunication  of  Sobe- 

RANIS — CoNCERKINO  THE  COHaCEST  OF  THE  ItZAS — CoNBOCT  OF  UbSiJa 

Justified,  and  his  Subsequent  Promotion — His  Quautieb  as  a  Sol- 
dub  THE  Cause  of  his  Pkefebment. 

During  the  latter  half  of  the  seventeenth  century, 
it  will  be  remembered,  the  governors  of  Yucatan  were 
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or  other  calamity  occurred  during  his  administration, 
eight  years'  service  left  him  a  poorer  man  than  before, 
while  several  of  his  predecessors  had  entered  upon 
oflBce  encumbered  with  debt  and  retired  with  a  for- 
tune. 

To  Luna  succeeded  Antonio  de  Figueroa,*  who  is 
also  spoken  of  as  a  just  ruler,  but  whose  government, 
save  for  a  dispute  with  the  encomenderos  of  Valla- 
dolid,*  is  void  of  any  noteworthy  event.  After  a  term 
of  nearly  five  years  his  successor  arrived  in  the  person 
of  Francisco  Ramirez  Briceflo,  the  first  governor  since 
Montejo's  time  on  whom  the  king  conferred  the  title  of 
captain-general.  He  took  possession  April  27,  1617,® 
and  being  an  experienced  soldier,  at  once  began  the 
military  organization  of  the  country.  During  his 
brief  term  of  oflBce  he  gained  the  sympathy  of  the 
people,  and  his  early  death,  on  December  7,  1619,^ 
excited  general  grief. 

By  virtue  of  a  royal  cddula  of  the  24th  of  May 
1600,  now  for  the  first  time  carried  into  effect,  each 
of  the  alcaldes  ordinarios  governed  the  different  towns 
and  villas  that  lay  within  his  own  jurisdiction.  This 
ceased  when  on  September  3,  1620,®  Captain  Arias, 
count  de  Losada  y  Taboada,  arrived,  as  governor  ad 
interim,  appointed  by  the  viceroy  of  Mexico.  Within 
a  few  months  the  reins  of  power  were  delivered  up  to 
Diego  de  Cdrdenas,  a  knight  of  Santiago,  who,  being 
appointed  by  the  crown,  took  possession  in  September 
1621.» 

'  Ancona,  Hist.  Tuc,,  ii.  201,  misled  by  a  contradictory  statement  in  CJogo- 
Undo,  gives  the  date  of  Figueioa's  succession  to  the  government  as  August 
29,  1612,  instead  of  March  29th,  for  which  statement  he  only  refers  to  Lara. 

6  They  surprised  him  on  a  journey  to  the  River  Li^artos,  and  sent  him  by 
force  to  the  viceroy  of  Mexico,  together  with  a  long  list  of  accusations.  Im- 
mediately acquitted  by  the  latter,  he  returned  to  M^rida,  and  against  all 
expectation  refrained  m)m  punishing  the  aggressors. 

^Cogollvdo,  Hist,  Fuc,  474.  In  another  place  the  same  author  says 
Figueroa  ruled  till  September  27,  1617. 

^  CogoUudo  says  his  death  resulted  from  an  illness,  and  Lara  that  he  was 
poisoned. 

•  August  28th.  Lara,  Apantcs  Histdricos;  CastUlo^  Dice,  Hist.  Tuc,  61. 

*  *  Mauifestaba  su  Magestad  las  graues  nccessidades . .  .por  las  guerras  que 
tenia  con  Hereges,  Turcos,  y  Moros.'  CofjoUvdo,  Jlist,  Yuc,  541. 


On  the  13th  of  July  1618  the  title  of  *Muy  noble  y 
muy  leal'  was  bestowed  on  the  city  of  M^rida,  and  in 
August  of  the  Bame  year  a  coat  of  arms  was  presented 
to  the  cabildo."  Still  further  to  testify  his  regard  for 
the  inhabitants  of  the  capital  the  monarch  conde- 
scended to  ask  of  them,  four  years  later,  a  contribution 
in  raoney. 

In  order  to  justify  the  cherished  title,  liberal  do- 
nations were  made  to  the  royal  mendicant  by  the 
city    council,   the    encomenderos,   and    many  other 
settlers,  the  governor  himself  setting  the   example 
with  a  gift  of  one  thousand  pesos  out  of  his  own 
salary.    Little  else  is  known  of  his  rule,  which  seems 
to  have  been  unusually  quiet, 
not  even  the  customary  dis- 
sensions with  the  clergy  being 
mentioned  by  the  historians, 
who    represent   Cdrdenas    as 
a  pious  and  charitable  man. 
After  a  reign  of  seven  years" 
he  gave  place  to  Juan  de  Var- 
gas,"who  entered  into  office  on 
the  15th  of  September  1628. 
A  change  now  occurs  in  the 
peaceful  condition  of  affairs, 
ibr  Vargas  is  characterized  as 
one  of  the  worst  governors 
ever  appointed   to  the  prov- 
M^RiPA  Co*T  OF  Arms.        ince 

Soon  after  the  conquest  of  Yucatan  the  natives 
were  made  to  feel  the  bitterness  of  their  bondage. 
They  were  robbed  and  maltreated  by  their  taskmas- 
ters, first  under  the  title  of  alcaldes  and  corregidores, 
and  later  by  officials  under  different  names.^    During 

"The  text  of  tbe  c^dnlsB  by  which  the  title  and  coftt  of  arniB  were  b»- 
■towed  18  given  in  CogoUvdo,  Hiet.  Yue.,  461-2.  Calle  U  in  error  when  ba 
gives  mi9  &s  the  date  in  Mem.  y  Not.,  62. 

"  Ancoiitt  saya  en-onconBly  ho  ruled  only  tonr  yearg. 

"A  kniuht  of  Santiago  and  descendant  of  the  renowned  Spanish  geneisl, 
Aloiiso  de  \  argas. 

'^  J  uecea  Ce  grana,  de  vino,  &  de  agravioa. 
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Figueroa^s  term  of  oflBee  the  production  of  cochineal 
had  been  largely  increased,  and  the  number  of  such 
officials,  who  in  reality  were  but  the  agents  of  the 
governor,  was  rapidly  multiplied.  In  vain  prohibitory 
and  restrictive  orders  had  been  issued  by  the  audi- 
encia  of  Mexico  and  were  now  repeated  in  a  royal  cd- 
dula  of  March  17, 1627.  Changing  their  title  into  that 
of  capitanes  d  guerra,  the  governor  evaded  the  exe- 
cution of  the  law  and  the  evil  remained  unchecked. 
New  complaints  were  filed  with  the  central  govern- 
ment at  Mexico,  and  Vargas  was  ordered  under  heavy 
penalties  to  revoke  the  appointments,  and  forbidden 
to  make  new  ones  under  any  name  whatever."  He 
remonstrated,  alleging  the  necessity  of  such  officials, 
and  refused  to  obey  until  representations  were  made 
to  the  king  and  the  council  of  the  Indies. 

Simultaneously  an  imbroglio  occurrexl  between  the 
treasury  officials  and  the  governor,  who,  transgressing 
his  authority,  proposed  to  make  an  inspection  of  the 
royal  treasury.  To  this  the  former  objected,  and  in 
the  dispute  which  ensued  one  of  them  was  personally 
maltreated  by  Vargas,  who,  carried  away  oy  anger, 
seized  the  treasurer  and  contador  and  sent  them  to 
Spain  to  appear  before  the  India  Council,  without 
granting  time  for  defense.^^  Such  harsh  conduct  aided 
to  swell  the  number  of  malecontents,  and  more  claims 
were  brought  before  the  audiencia  of  Mexico,  urging 
that  an  oidor  be  sent  to  investigate  the  matter  and 
restore  order.  Vargas,  when  informed,  tried  to  evade 
the  blow,  prevailing  on  the  city  council  to  support  his 
protest  against  the  necessity  of  such  a  measure  by 
appointing  his  lieutenant-general  their  attorney; 

In  the  mean  time  the  licenciate  Ynigo  d.e  Argiiello 
C^bajal^*  was  sent  as  visitador,  and  presented  him- 

^^  A  royal  c^ula  of  Angust  2d»  1642,  approved  this  decree  of  the  andien- 
cia.  Calle,  Mem,  y  Not.,  88. 

>^  Ancona,  Hist,  Yue.,  ii.  221,  intimates  as  the  probable  reason  an  attempt 
of  the  officials  to  exact  the  fines  imposed  by  the  audiencia  of  Mexico. 

^*  A  knight  of  Galatrava  and  oidor  of  the  audiencia  of  Mexico.  His  com* 
misaion  was  issued  on  the  7th  of  April,  1630.  CogoUvdo,  Hist.  Tuc,,  566-76. 
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in  1633.  His  rule  was  brief,  and  is  favorably  noticed 
by  the  chroniclers  of  his  period.  After  his  decease  at 
an  advanced  age  on  March  10,  1635,  the  government 
again  devolved  on  the  alcaldes;  but  a  few  months 
later  was  transferred  to  Centeno,  who  for  a  second 
time  had  been  temporarily  appointed  by  the  viceroy. 
During  his  term  of  oflSce,  which  lasted  until  March  4, 
1636,  he  had  serious  dissensions  with  the  Franciscans, 
and  in  consequence  of  their  instigations  his  removal 
was  ordered.  He  died,  however,  before  the  arrival 
of  his  successor,  Andrds  Perez  Franco,  who  oh  March 
14th  took  office  as  governor  ad  interim,  holding  that 
position  only  two  months. 

On  May  17, 1636,  Diego  Zapata  de  Cardenas,  mar- 
ques de  Santo  Floro,  presented  his  credentials  from 
the  court  of  Spain  as  governor  and  captain-general, 
and  was  duly  admitted.  Although  the  chroniclers 
disagree  in  their  estimate  of  his  character,  they  admit 
that  serious  dissensions  occurred  between  him  and  the 
city  council,  which  corporation  even  planned  a  coup 
d'etat.  The  fact,  however,  that  his  term  of  govern- 
ment was  extended  to  nearly  eight  years  speaks 
strongly  in  his  favor,  as  also  do  his  measures  to  re- 
lieve the  natives  from  the  payment  of  oppressive 
taxes.^  His  efforts  on  their  behalf  are  probably  due 
in  part  to  a  revolt  among  the  Bacalar  Indians,  which, 
beginning  in  1636,  lasted  till  after  his  removal  from 
office. 

The  treatment  of  the  Indians  had,  as  we  have  seen, 
always  given  rise  to  dissensions  and  doubts,  both  in 
old  and  New  Spain.  Meanwhile  they  were  continu- 
ally being  robbed,  now  by  the  insatiable  agents  of  the 
governors,  now  by  the  priests  and  friars,  and  between 
both  they  were  despoiled  of  whatever  they  possessed. 

*>  The  tribnte  of  the  Indians  amounted  in  1643  and  1644  to  about  154,000 
pesos,  including  the  former  encomiendas  of  Montejo,  and  more  than  20,000 
pesos  belonging  to  those  of  the  crown.  The  whole  number  of  encomenderos 
in  Yucatan  was  131.  Cogollvdo,  Hkt,  Yuc,  386-6;  CcdU,  Mem.  y  Not.,  82-8, 
183. 


It  is  not  Btrange  then  that  the  true  faith  had  little 
attraction  for  them,  or  that  occasionally  they  at- 
tempted to  shake  off  a  yoke  which  plunged  them  not 
only  into  a  condition  worse  than  they  had  known  in 
aboriginal  times,  but  threatened  the  extermination 
of  their  race.  It  was  seldom,  however,  that  they 
even  temporarily  succeeded,  and  a  severe  administra- 


tion of  ji^tice  by  the  Spanish  authorities  always  sup- 
pressed their  mutinous  tendencies  for  a  number  of 
years. 

It  is  thus  that,  at  frequent  intervals,  we  have  to 
record  Indian  revolts.  The  first  one,  in  1610  at 
Tckax,  caused  by  dissatisfaction  with  the  cacique, 
was  easily  quelled,  and  three  of  the  ringleaders  for- 
feited their  lives  on  the  gallows  of  M^rida.  In  1633, 
owing  to  a  famine  some  years  before,  a  large  number 
of  natives  who  had  abandoned   their  villages  were 
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Pacheco  was  the  one  selected,  and  on  June  28,  1644, 
he  assumed  office,  relieving  the  alcaldes  ordinarios, 
who  had  ruled  in  the  mean  time.  His  administration 
is  recorded  as  one  of  the  best  ever  experienced.  At 
his  residencia  it  is  said  that  only  one  insignificant 
charge  was  brought  against  him,  and  after  the  death 
of  his  successor  Est^van  de  Azc^rraga,^  who  was  in 
charge  from  December  4, 1645,  to  August  8, 1648,  he 
was  again  summoned  by  the  viceroy  of  Mexico  to 
represent  the  crown.^  He  remained  in  that  position 
from  December  15,  1648,  to  the  19th  of  October, 
1649,  at  which  date  a  new  ruler,  appointed  by  the 
crown,  arrived  in  the  person  of  the  count  de  Peflalva.^ 
Under  his  rule  a  serious  famine  occurred,  and  great 
numbers  died  of  starvation.  The  evil  was  increased 
by  the  injudicious  though  well  intended  measures  of 
the  governor  to  remedy  it.  The  number  of  enemies 
thus  created  was  increased  by  his  avaricious  proceed- 
ings, and  on  August  1,  1652,  he  was  found  assassi- 
nated in  his  room.'^ 

After  the  death  of  Penalva  governors  followed  in 
rather  quick  succession,  but  nothing  important  is  con- 
nected with  their  time.  The  temporary  rule  of  the 
alcaldes  ended  when  on  November  19,  1652,  Martin 
de  Robles  y  Villafafia,  nominated  by  Viceroy  Alva  de 
Lista,  took  charge  of  the  government,  but  being  pro- 

^  Azcdrraga  died  daring  an  epidemic  which,  in  1648,  played  havoc  in  Yn- 
catan  to  Buch  an  extent  that  no  bells  were  tolled  except  for  mass.  Not  even 
the  governor's  death  met  with  an  exception,  and  the  burial  took  place  with- 
out any  of  the  usual  solemnities.  Cogolludo,  Hist,  Yuc,,  714-^,  gives  many 
details  referring  to  the  pestilence.  From  1627  to  1631,  and  later  in  1636, 
floods  and  bad  crops  had  also  produced  famine  and  epidemics,  of  which  many 
people  died.  Cogotlvdo,  Hist.  Yuc,  202-3,  558,  592-3. 

^^  One  of  the  alcaldes,  who  in  the  interim  held  the  coverment,  was  Juan 
de  Salazar  Montejo,  a  great-great-grandson  of  the  Adebntado  Francisco  de 
Montejo. 

^D^vila  had  been  held  in  such  esteem,  that  after  his  departure  from  Yu- 
catan, the  city  council  of  M^rida  in  a  letter  to  the  kin^  greatly  eulogized  his 
administration.  Later,  after  the  death  of  Pefialva,  a  petition  was  sent  toSpain, 
requesting  that  Ddvila  be  sent  as  governor  for  a  third  time.  CogoUvdo,  Hist, 
yuc.f  731-3.  The  full  title  of  his  successor  was  Garcia  de  Vald^  Osorio, 
first  count  de  Pefialva.  /d.,  742. 

^  Cogolludo  assigns  no  cause  for  his  death,  but  his  unusually  brief  mention 
of  his  demise  rather  confirms  the  statement  of  Lava,  that  such  a  crime  wai 
committed.    No  clue  was  ever  obtained. 
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Failing  in  his  eflforts  to  undermine  the  influence  of 
the  archbishop,  who  again  in  1664  denied  the  right  of 
the  count  to  change  the  route  of  the  corpus  christi 
procession/  he  next  thought  of  exiling  him  under 
some  pretext,  which  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  find. 
Meanwhile  he  caused  all  letters  from  Spain  addressed 
to  Osorio  to  be  destroyed.  On  the  27th  of  June 
his  preparations  were  concluded,  the  audiencia  had  al- 
ready been  informed,  and  on  the  following  day  the 
plan  was  to  be  executed.  But  at  this  moment  an 
incident  occurred  which  overthrew  his  projects.  A 
vessel  from  Spain  ran  ashore  near  the  old  town  of 
Vera  Cruz.  The  crew  and  mails  were  saved,  and  even 
the  vigilance  of  the  spies  kept  by  the  viceroy  could 
not  prevent  the  agents  of  Osorio  from  securing  and 
delivering  in  safety  the  archbishop's  correspondence. 
The  latter  with  surprise  observed  that  among  the  let- 
ters was  one,  addressed  to  him,  as  viceroy  of  Mexico. 
Immediately  the  news  spread,  carrying  with  it  no  less 
joy  than  astonishment  to  all  save  the  count,  for  he 
had  withheld  and  burned  six  previous  despatches  of 
the  same  character.® 

On  the  following  day  Osorio  sent  the  official  infor- 
mation to  the  viceroy  and  the  oidores,  summoning  the 
latter  to  the  archiepiscopal  palace.  Showing  them 
two  royal  cddulas,  which  referred  to  him  as  viceroy 
and  captain-general,  he  asked  their  opinion,  whether 
these  documents  were  sufficient  authority  for  him  to 
assume  the  government.  The  audiencia  returned  to 
the  palace,  there  to  discuss  the  question  in  presence 
of  the  count.  The  latter  denied  the  right  of  Osorio, 
unless  a  c6dula  expressing  the  formal  appointment  be 
exhibited.  The  doubts  were  soon  solved,  for  in  the 
box  containing  the   despatches  another  letter  was 

^For  having  attempted  this,  the  viceroy  was  afterward  fined  12,000 
ducats. 

®  When  the  bishop  learned  this,  he  demanded  their  delivery  under  severe 
penalties.  An  official  of  the  government,  who  had  witnessed  the  destruction 
of  the  documents,  among  which  there  had  been  one  from  the  inquisition  in 
Spain,  was  imprisoned  by  the  holy  office  of  Mexico  for  having  concealed  this 
fact.  Guijo,  DiariOt  529-^. 
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placed  under  arrest  for  arranging  a  duel/^  Abuses 
introduced  under  the  rule  of  Banos  were  reformed; 
all  grants  and  appointments  made  by  the  latter  were 
declared  as  null  and  void  by  order  of  the  crown ;  and 
severe  punishment  was  inflicted  on  several  negligent 
and  defaulting  ofiicials.^^ 

The  activity  displayed  by  the  bishop- viceroy  was 
astonishing,  and  seemed  to  be  transmitted  to  all  de- 
partments of  the  government.  Assistance  in  money, 
workmen,  and  ammunition  was  sent  to  Cuba;  the 
management  of  the  royal  treasury  was  reorganized  so 
effectually  that,  after  a  rule  of  only  six  weeks,  there 
were  four  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  pesos  ready 
to  be  sent  to  Spain,  and  from  July  till  October  more 
than  seventy  law-suits  were  despatched  in  the  court 
of  the  audiencia.  Thus  the  whole  aspect  of  affairs  was 
changed,  and  hopes  were  entertained,  that  New  Spain 
would  prosper  under  his  administration,  when  news 
arrived  that  a  successor,  appointed  by  the  crown,  had 
reached  Vera  Cruz.  On  September  27th  the  viceroy 
formally  gave  up  his  ofiice,  and  on  November  15th  his 
archbishopric,  when  his  successor  took  possession.  ^^ 

Alonso  de  Cuevas  Ddvalos  was  the  first  native  of 
]\Iexico  who  ever  occupied  the  archiepiscopal  chair 
of  New  Spain.  He  was  born  in  1590,  had  studied  in 
the  Jesuit  college,  and  been  rector  of  the  university 
in  1632.     After  holding  the  offices  of  canon  at  Puebla, 

'*  The  imbroglio  aroBc  in  1660  on  the  wrival  of  Bafios,  in  consequence  of 
remarks  made  by  Pedro  de  Leiya,  about  the  Creoles,  in  presence  of  the  count. 
Altercations  and  brawls  followed,  but  the  final  settlement  of  the  question  had 
been  delayed  till  Banos  was  removed.  QuijOy  DiariOy  546-7. 

"  Diego  Valles,  an  official  of  the  treasury  and  quicksilver  department,  was 
suspended  and  heavily  fined  in  virtue  of  a  royal  c6dula,  *  the  severest  ever 
despatched  against  an  official,*  says  Guijo.  He  was  charged  with  being  bribed 
by  Banos.  Two  regidores  were  removed  for  having  revealed  the  secrets  of  the 
cabildo  sessions  to  the  former  viceroy.  See  Ouijo^  Diario^  537-48,  where  also 
several  similar  cases  are  mentioned. 

^^  A  month  later,  December  15,  1664,  Osorio  returned  to  his  diocese  of 
Puebla,  which  he  retained  till  his  death  in  1673.  His  residencia  was  taken 
in  1666,  and  several  charges  were  preferred  against  him  by  representatives  of 
the  count  of  Bafios,  relative  to  bis  conduct  at  the  time  of  his  succession  to  the 
government,  but  no  sentence  seems  ever  to  have  been  pronounced  against 
him,  save  one,  imposing  a  small  fine,  which  afterward  was  revoked  by  the 
council  of  the  Indies.  MobUs,  Biario,  i.  29-34,  151. 
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commerce  of  the  colonies  at  the  mercy  of  the  corsairs. 
Disr^ard  was  also  shown  to  the  pressing  demands 
of  the  duke  for  the  improvement  of  the  defenses  of 
the  coast  ports  on  the  North  and  South  seas.  His 
request  that  the  fortifications  of  San  Juan  de  UliSa 
should  be  repaired  were  not  even  answered." 

It  was  hoped  that  the  treaty  concluded  between 
England  and  Spain,  October  8,  1670,  whereby  either 
power  was  granted  the  sovereignty  over  the  lands 
then  in  their  possession  in  the  Indies,  and  all  trade 
forbidden  between  the  two  nations  in  those  regions, 
would  be  of  benefit  to  the  provinces;  but  such  was 
not  the  case.  The  governor  of  Jamaica,  Thomas 
Lynch,  continued  to  grant  the  pirates  a  tacit  protec- 
tion, and  it  was  only  under  his  successor,  Lord 
Vaughan,  that  the  licenses  given  to  the  corsairs  were 
revoked,  and  a  number  of  the  sea-robbers  hanged, 
when,  in  disregard  of  warnings,  they  returned  to  that 
island  to  dispose  of  their  booty. 

In  the  beginning  of  1672  some  English  buccaneers 
landed  near  the  mouth  of  Goazacoalco  River,  and 
thence  made  raids  on  the  neighboring  villages.  The 
viceroy,  afraid  of  provoking  hostilities,  or  for  some 
other  reason,  did  not  proceed  against  them,  but  asked 
for  instructions  from  Spain.  In  reply  he  was  rebuked 
for  his  hesitation,  and  ordered  to  dislodge  the  invaders, 
and  try  the  captured  pirates  in  Mexico,  instead  of  send- 
ing them  to  Spain,  as  had  been  usual.  An  expedition 
was  despatched,  and  succeeded  in  driving  the  English 
vessel  ashore,  where  it  was  burned.  The  crew,  how- 
ever, fled  to  the  woods.     Subsequently  detachments 

°  Mancera  himself  had  bspected  tliem  id  the  beginningof  1670.  Maneera, 
in  Iiwlrucc.  Vireyti,  277;  Robia,  Diario,  L  86.  It  was  not  aJooe  &om  piiatei 
that  danger  threatened  Vera  Cruz;  a  garrison  of  tolerable  force  was  iJso  re- 
quired to  prevent  an  outbreak  of  the  negro  slaves,  who  at  intervals  bad  heea 
sent  there,  aometimea  several  hundred  at  a  time.  In  1G39  about  500  of  them, 
when  near  Vera  Cruz,  on  the  road  to  Mexico,  had  lisen,  overpowered  and 
killed  the  escort,  and  fled  to  the  woods.  It  became  neceaaar;  to  »ond  forces 
againet  them  to  remove  such  dangerous  neighbors  from  the  principal  port  of 
New  Spain. 
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were  also  sent  against  British  corsairs  near  Campeche, 
and  in  the  Laguna  de  T^rminos,  but  their  operations 
were  confined  to  the  destruction  of  some  settlements 
on  the  coast,  as  the  deep  draught  and  unwieldy  shape 
of  the  Spanish  ships  prevented  them  from  pursuing 
the  enemy  in  the  shallow  water. 

In  matters  of  local  interest,  as  well  as  in  the  affairs 
of  state,  Mancera  proved  himself  a  zealous  ruler. 
Aroused  by  the  comments  made  in  Europe  on  the 
slow  progress  of  the  cathedral  building  of  Mexico,  he 
set  to  work  energetically  to  hasten  its  completion. 
In  1573,  as  already  mentioned,  the  construction  of  a 
temple  worthy  the  high  rank  which  the  capital  of  new 
Spain  occupied  among  all  the  colonies  of  the  crown, 
had  been  commenced.  The  grandeur  of  its  plan  was, 
however,  equalled  only  by  the  dilatoriness  with  which 
it  was  executed.  In  1615  only  part  of  the  outer  walls 
had  been  finished,  but  in  1623  the  vaults  of  the  main 
sacristy  were  ready,  and  three  years  later  the  old 
cathedral  was  pulled  down;  the  host  was  transferred 
to  the  new  building,  and  divine  service  performed 
there.  From  that  time  progress  was  slow,  and  the 
great  inundation  of  1629  caused  it  to  be  entirely  in- 
terrupted till  toward  the  end  of  1635,  when  work  was 
resumed  with  zeal  by  Viceroy  Cadereita,  and  con- 
tinued with  good  results  by  his  successors.^ 

The  activity  of  Alva  de  Liste,  who  brought  the 
completion  within  the  reach  of  probability  as  was  gen- 
erally said,  and  in  whose  time  the  construction  of  a 
tower  over  the  ciborium  was  begun,  was,  however, 
eclipsed  by  that  of  the  duke  of  Alburquerque.  Owing 
to  the  latter's  personal  interest,  his  frequent  pecuniary 

**  Under  Cadereita  the  first  vaults  of  the  principal  nave  and  five  others 
of  the  aisles  were  concluded.  During  Escalona's  rule  part  of  the  main  nave 
was  covered)  and  in  1641  the  holy  sacrament  placed  there,  as  the  sacristy 
proved  too  small.  SariHana,  Not.  breve,  8.  At  the  time  of  Viceroy  SalvatieiTa, 
other  vaults  as  also  some  chapels  being  sufficiently  advanced,  the  conse- 
cration of  Archbishop  Mafiosca  took  place  in  1645,  and  this  circumstance 
probably  misled  Gonmez  Ddvila  who  asserts  that  during  Mallosca*8  rule  the 
cathedral  was  completed.  Tealro  Edes,,  i.  66. 
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donations,  and  the  premiums  he  gave  to  the  work- 
men, great  progress  was  made.  The  number  of 
bells^^  was  increased,  the  tower  and  several  of  the 
vaults  finished,  and  the  remainder  of  the  church 
covered  with  a  roof  of  wood.  On  the  30th  of  Jan- 
uary, 1656,  the  dean  and  chapter  assembled  in  the 
cathedral,  and  were  joined  by  the  viceroy,  his  consort, 
daughter,  and  attendants;  the  doors  were  closed,  and 
an  appropriate  speech  was  made  by  the  duke,  referring 
to  the  condition  of  the  work  and  his  satisfaction  at  the 
progress  attained.  Then  in  the  name  of  the  king  he 
formally  delivered  the  temple  with  the  keys  to  the 
chapter.  In  succession  the  viceroy,  accompanied  only 
by  his  wife  and  daughter,  proceeded  to  the  presbytery, 
and  kneeling  kissed  its  first  step  'with  all  veneration 
and  respect.  This  done  the  three  august  personages 
began  to  sweep  that  part  of  the  church  in  a  thorough 
way,  as  the  pious  chronicler  remarks.*^ 

The  formal  dedication  was  ordered  to  be  held  on  the 
2d  of  February.  The  different  religious  orders,  and 
the  alcaldes  de  corte,  were  assigned  sites  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  the  cathedral  whereon  to  erect  altars  and 
make  other  preparations.  All  was  in  readiness  by  the 
end  of  January,  and  neither  money  nor  pains  was 
spared  to  produce  a  spectacle  which  for  its  magnifi- 
cence surpassed  all  others  of  similar  character.  One 
order  had  vied  with  another  in  the  decoration  of  the 
altars,  covering  them  with  costly  trimmings  of  brocade 
and  embroidery  in  gold  and  silver.  On  them  were 
placed  the  images  of  the  patron  saints,  often  of  superior 
workmanship,  and  always  of  costly  material.  The 
streets  along  which  the  procession  was  to  march  had 
been  gaudily  decorated,  and  all  passing  of  carriages 

"  According  to  Sarifiaoa,  Not.  Erew,14,Albiirquerqneiticrea£edtlienumber 
from  8  to  20.  Guijo,  in  hia  Diarhi,  279-326,  pasaim,  gives  minnta  acoounta 
of  19,  assigning  to  tbe  largest,  naniBd  Dona  Maria,  a  weight  of  44,000  pouiKls, 
a  figure  wuioh,  if  correct,  would  place  it  among  tho  largest  over  made. 

"It  may  be  added  tfiat,  according  to  tha  same  author,  200  Indians  had 
already  done  the  preUminarf  cleaiung  of  the  temple  some  days  beCoK  at  the 
Bipenae  of  the  viceroy.  Ouyo,  Diario,  338-9. 
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in  them  was  forbidden  for  several  days  under  pain  of 
forfeiture. 

On  the  Ist  of  February  all  the  religious  orders, 
brotherhoods,  and  other  clergy,  together  with  the  dea- 
cons, assembled  in  the  atrium  of  the  cathedral,  with 
crosses  and  candles,  and  the  procession  was  formed. 
Members  of  the  brotherhood  of  San  Pedro,  with 
burning  lights,  and  red  stoles  over  their  surplices, 
carried  the  images  of  San  Pedro  and  of  Our  Lady  of 
Assumption,  the  patron  of  the  church.  They  were , 
followed  by  the  chapter  of  the  cathedral,  amongst 
whom  rode  thirty  knights  of  the  military  orders,  the 
dean  Alonso  de  Cuevas  Diivalos  with  the  holy  sacra- 
ment, the  members  of  the  university,  the  city  author- 
ities, the  tribunals,  the  officials  of  the  contadurlas, 
treasury,  and  audiencia;  the  viceroy  Alburquerque 
with  his  attendants,  all  richly  attired,  coming  last. 
When  the  priest  carrying  the  host  reached  the  cathe- 
dral, the  seven  doors  were  opened,  the  holy  sacrament 
was  placed  in  the  ciborium,  and  after  prayers  had 
been  said  the  procession  dispersed.  Fireworks  around 
the  church  and  on  the  tower,  together  with  a  general 
illumination  of  the  city,  concluded  the  preliminary 
festival. 

The  following  day  the  cathedral  was  opened  to  the 
public,  but  DO  mass  was  said  during  the  early  hours. 
At  ten  o'clock  the  viceroy  arrived,  accompanied  by 
the  university,  audiencia,  tribunals,  and  city  council. 
He  was  received  at  the  main  entrance  by  the  chapter, 
and  conducted  amid  the  ringing  of  bells  into  the 
church,**  while  the  te  deum  was  being  chanted.  Re- 
fusing the  offered  cushion  he  kneeled  down,  repeated 
his  prayers,  kissed  the  first  steps  of  the  presbytery, 
and  was  then  led  to  his  seat,  close  to  which,  though 
separate,  were  those  of  his  consort  and  his  daughter. 
After  a  procession  in  the  cathedral  with  lighted 
tapers,  divine  services  began  simultaneously  in  the 
four  different  chapels  into  which  the  church  had  been 

" '  Como  »i  fD«ra  reoten  venido.'  On^o,  IHario,  346. 
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divided.  It  was  a  novel  spectacle  to  the  people  of 
Mexico,  upon  whom  it  made  a  deep  impression.  The 
dean,  officiating  at  the  main  altar,  pronounced  the 
dedication,  to  which  the  can6nigo  magistral  responded 
in  a  sermon,  which  lasted  several  hours.  At  night 
the  cathedral  and  city  were  again  illuminated,  and  so 
every  night  during  the  ten  days  which  the  celebra- 
tion lasted,*^  the  sermons  being  preached  in  turn  by 
members  of  the  different  religious  orders.  Every  day 
viceroy,  audiencia,  and  other  principal  magistrates 
were  present,  and  the  same  undiminished  enthusiasm 
was  shown  by  the  people. 

Alburquerque  continued  the  work  on  the  cathedral, 
and  in  October,  1659,  a  number  of  houses  surrounding 
the  building  were  demolished  in  order  to  allow  more 
space  for  the  majestic  pile.  His  successors  Banos  and 
Osorio  inherited  his  sympathy  but  not  his  zeal  for  the 
work,  and  it  advanced  but  slowly  under  their  adminis- 
tration. Under  Mancera,  however,  a  notable  change 
took  place,  and  such  progress,  was  made,  that  in  the 
beginning  of  1667  he  was  able  to  inform  the  king  ap- 
proximately when  the  whole  interior  of  the  church 
would  be  finished.  In  reply  the  sovereign  expressed 
his  thanks  for  the  energy  displayed  and  requested  him 
to  continue  his  efforts.  The  viceroy  had  not  promised 
too  much;  for  on  the  22d  of  December  the  second 
solemn  dedication  of  the  temple  took  place.  It  was 
a  festival  similar  to  the  one  held  eleven  years  before, 
though  the  solemnities  did  not  last  so  long.*^  The 
total  cost  up  to  that  date  exceeded  a  million  and  three 

'°  The  daily  consninptioii  of  wax  alone  amounted  to  150  pounds,  and  its 
coat  was  defi^ayed  by  the  Cofradia  del  Santisimo  Sacramento,  Ouijo,  DiariOy 
349. 

5*  The  22d  of  December  was  selected,  it  being  the  birthday  of  the  queen 
of  Spain.  The  festivities  were  essentially  in  the  same  style  and  on  the  same 
scale  as  under  Albunmerque.  One  of  the  sermons  was  delivered  on  that 
occasion  by  the  Doctor  Isidro  SariOana,  a  parish  priest  of  Mexico,  and  in  1668 
he  published  it  together  with  a  description  of  the  celebration  and  an  historical 
•account  of  the  cathedral  since  its  beginning.  The  title  is  Noticia  breve  De  La 
Soiemne. .  .Dedicacion  del  Templo  MelropolUano  de  MexicOy  pp.  60,  28.  The 
work  is  dedicated  to  the  consort  of  the  viceroy,  Leonor  Mma  del  Carreto, 
and  contains,  besides  its  historical  records,  a  pane^nio  of  the  christian  re- 
ligion, the  sovereigns  of  Spain,  and  their  representatives  in  New  Spain. 
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were  distributed  in  the  different  chapels.  Of  consid- 
erable value  were  also  the  church  vessels,  among  which 
a  silver  baptismal  font,  aod  a  monstrance  of  the  same 
metal,  especially  excited  admiration." 

Although  the  viceroy  proved  himself  beyond  doubt 
a  man  of  christian  character,  he  would  not  allow  the 
least  encroachment  of  the  church  upon  his  prerog- 
atives as  the  representative  of  the  kmg.  In  1666  a 
litigation  arose  between  him  and  the  inquisition  about 
a  small  sum  of  money  which  the  holy  oflBce  had  forcibly 
extracted  from  the  royal  treasury  at  Guadalajara  under 
some  trivial  pretext.  Mancera  objected,  and  with  the 
consent  of  the  audiencia,  notwithstanding  loud  protests 
of  the  inquisition,  obliged  the  latter  to  refund  the 
money.  Both  parties  appealed  to  the  king,  who  after 
some  investigations  had  been  made  approveil  of  the 
duke's  conduct.**  At  other  times  disputes  sprang  up 
between  him  and  the  clergy  about  that  fruitful  source 
of  discord,  the  royal  patronage,  but  he  usually  con- 
trived to  check  their  aspirations  when  too  grasping, 
while  on  other  occasions  he  would  give  way  if  it 
could  be  done  without  prejudice  to  the  crown.  He 
was  prompted  to  the  latter  course  by  the  king,  who 
while  approving  his  efforts  to  maintain  the  royal  au- 
thority, intimated  that  he  disliked  such  quarrels,  from 
which,  moreover,  little  benefit  was  derived." 

The  viceroy  always  pursued  a  conciliatory  policy, 

"The  Tklne  of  the  candleaticlcB  and  chandeliera  for  ordinary  nw  alone 
represented  a  coneiderable  sum.  '  Solamente  en  m  facistor,  Beis  btaadooea 
Imperiales  del  altar,  quatra  mayoreB  de  ctrioB. .  .y  Ion  Cirialsa,  eirven  at  culto 
COM  dfl  otdinario  mil  y  cinqu^ta  y  dete  marcoe  de  plato.'  SariiUino,  Not. 
brtit,  2S. 

"The  inqnuition  qualified  the  order  of  the  viceroy  for  the  repayment  of 
the  atnonnt  seized  aa  'injaeta  inuaitada  ydemalosconBecuoncias,' and  told  h'~ 


n  plain  language.  Mantra,  in  lastTucc.  Vireyes,  270-1. 

<°  In  the  instructionB  given  by  Mancera  to  his  BucceBsor  he  quaintly  remarks, 


that  DOtwithBtanding  hia  long  experience,  obtained  both  in  Pent  and  New 
Spain,  he  atill  baa  remained  ao  icnorant  of  the  natronaoe  aueation  'one  lo 
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The  appointment  of  the  duke  of  Veraguas  as  vice- 
roy of  New  Spain  had  been  made  more  with  a  view 
of  distinguishing  that  personage  than  from  political 
reasons.  Foreseeing  that  in  all  probability  his  rule 
would  be  only  of  short  duration,  the  queen  regent 
sent  by  the  same  fleet  which  carried  him  a  sealed 
letter  to  the  inquisition  with  instructions  for  its  de- 
livery to  the  audiencia  as  soon  as  his  decease  should 
occur.  In  compliance  with  this  order  the  document 
was  presented  on  the  13th  of  December  1673,  and  it 
was  learned  that  Fray  Payo  Enriquez  de  Rivera  was 
appointed  successor.  ^^ 

The  new  ruler  was  a  native  of  Seville,  and  the  son  of 
the  duke  of  AlcaU,  viceroy  of  Naples.*^  In  1628  he 
professed  in  the  Augustinian  order,  and  having  studied 
in  Salamanca,  and  obtained  the  degrees  of  master  of 
philosophy  and  theology,  held  subsequently  several 
important  offices  in  Spain  till  1657,  when  he  was  pre- 
sented to  the  see  of  Guatemala,^  and  thence  in  1667 
promoted  to  that  of  Michoacan.  But  before  reach- 
ing his  new  diocese  he  learned  of  his  appointment 
to  the  archbishopric  of  Mexico,^  where  he  arrived 
toward  the  end  of  June  1668,"  the  see  having  been 
vacant  since  the  death  of  his  predecessor,  Marcos 
Ramirez  de  Prado.^  The  latter  having  been  pre- 
viously bishop  of  Michoacan  for  nearly  twenty-six 

^*  Doubts  having  arisen  whether  he  was  also  vested  with  the  presidency 
of  the  audiencia,  a  c^dula  from  Spain,  which  arrived  in  February  1675,  set- 
tled the  question  by  appointing  him  president.  Hobles^  Diario,  i.  177. 

*^  His  name  is  differently  given  by  the  various  authorities.  Lorenzana, 
in  ConciliosProv,,  1565-65,  291,  calls  him  Fray  Pavo  de  Rivera.  In  Rivera, 
iiohenmntes,  i.  241,  the  name  has  been  reversed  to  rayo  de  Rivera  Enriquez. 
The  same  author,  following  apparently  a  version  of  the  Dice,  Univ.,  iii.  207, 
says  he  was  a  natural  son. 

^  See  Hist,  Cent,  Am,,  ii  667-3,  this  series,  for  his  career  as  bishop  of  that 
diocese. 

**8osa,  Epiacop,  Mex,,  142,  makes  him  bishop  of  Chiapas  and  bishop 
elect  of  Michoacan  at  the  time  of  his  promotion  to  the  see  of  Mexico.  Zama- 
cois,  Hist.  M^j.,  v.  422,  says  Rivera  was  then  in  Michoacan. 

^  The  appointments  being  always  made  optional,  his  pall  did  not  arrive 
till  October,  1670.  Two  months  later,  on  the  8th  of  December,  he  was  for- 
mally installed  as  archbishop. 

^He  was  a  Franciscan  and  a  native  of  Spain,  but  beins^  of  an  advanced 
age,  succumbed  to  the  change  of  climate,  when  he  proceedea  from  Michoacan 
to  Mexico.    His  piety  seems  to  have  been  equalled  by  his  charity,  and  great 
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years,  had  been  appointed  archbishop  in  November 
1666,  but  died  in  May  of  the  following  year. 

A  general  feeling  of  satisfaction  prevailed  when  the 
appointment  of  Rivera  as  viceroy  became  known,  for 
the  fame  he  had  acquired  in  Guatemala,  and  during 
his  pastoral  labors  in  the  capital,  had  justly  won  for 
him  the  good  opinion  of  the  people.  It  had  been 
through  his  influence  that  the  Bethlehemites,  estab- 
lished in  Guatemala  since  1653,"  and  the  first  relig- 
ious order  created  in  America,  were  induced  to  extend 
their  labors  to  Mexico.  The  congregation  of  San 
Francisco  Javier,  which  had  not  been  recognized  by 
the  King,  were  persuaded  by  the  archbishop  to  cede 
their  house  to  the  new-comers.  The  latter  to  the 
number  of  four,  Francisco  de  la  Misericordia,  Gabriel 
de  Santa  Cruz,  Juan  Gilb6,  and  Francisco  del  Rosario, 
the  superior,^  took  possession  of  the  building,  and 
being  aided  by  the  viceroy,  and  the  count  of  Santiago, 
were  enabled  ere  long  to  open  a  hospital  for  conva- 
lescents, and  subsequently  ^dso  a  church,  the  former 
on  the  31st  of  May  1675,  and  the  latter  on  March  25, 
1677,*®  and  gradually  their  labors  extended  more  and 
more,  the  example  given  by  the  viceroy  Rivera,  in 
defraying  the  expenses  of  the  hospital  for  every  first 
day  of  the  month,  having  been  followed  by  other 
donations  from  prominent  citizens.     Later,  how^ever, 

eulogy  is  bestowed  on  him  for  his  untinng  zeal  during  an  epidemic,  which  in 
1643  swept  away  a  great  part  of  the  population  of  Michoacan.  Gonzalez  Dd- 
Vila,  Teatro,  i.  130-4;  Romero,  in  8oc.  Mex,  Oeog.,  Boletin,  la  6p.  viii.  643-4. 
Before  and  after  the  succession  of  Ramirez  to  the  archbishopric,  noisy  dis- 
turbances had  occurred  between  the  members  of  the  chapters,  two  parties 
having  sprung  up,  both  of  which  claimed  a  right  to  the  most  important  olhces. 
The  dissensions  lasted  frofn  1G65  to  1667  and  excited  considerable  scandal  in 
the  city.  Robles,  Diario,  i.  7-10,  39-47. 

^^See  Hist.  Cent.  Am,,  ii.  666-7,  this  series,  for  the  establishment  of  the 
order  in  Guatemala. 

*®  Garcia,  Hist,  Beth,,  ii.  110,  gives  the  first  name,  probably  by  misprint, 
as  Frandsco  de  la  Miseria;  Vetcmcurt  speaks  only  of  three  brotiiers,  mention- 
ing  one  as  Francisco  de  San  Miguel,  in  which  he  is  followed  by  Cabrera.  Es' 
cudo  de  Armas,  429;  Trat,  Mex,,  37.  Orozco  y  Berra,  Mem,  Ciud,  Mex.,  133, 
says  two  brothers  began  the  foimdation  at  Mexico. 

^Robles,  Diario,  E  189,  232;  Vetajicvrt,  Trat.  Mex.,  37;  Cavo,  Tree  Sighs, 
ii  65;  Medina,  Chrdn,  S.  Diego,  12.  Orozco  y  Berra,  Mem.  Ciiul.  Mex.,  133, 
differs,  assigning  the  dates  as  May  29,  1676,  and  February  12,  1677,  respec- 
tively. 
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openiogs  of  the  streets.  The  inhabitants,  however, 
began  to  leave  the  town,  taking  with  them  their  valu- 
ables." Fortunately  the  alarm  proved  to  be  false,  for 
on  the  19th  of  June  1675  letters  from  Habana  were 
received  stating  that  no  enemy  had  appeared  as  yet, 
and  the  panic  subsided.  At  about  the  same  time  ru- ' 
mors  spread  of  other  projected  invasions  on  the  South 
Sea  coast,  and  preparations  had  also  to  be  made  in  that 
direction.  At  greater  or  less  intervals  similar  news 
was  received  during  the  following  years.** 

In  1678  the  pirates  operated  successfully  against 
Campeche,  and  during  the  same  year  exaggerated  re- 
ports announced  the  presence  of  eleven  sail  in  sight 
of  Vera  Cruz.  A  meeting  was  hastily  summoned,  the 
treasure  ready  for  remittance  to  Spain  was  sent  to 
Jalapa,  and  the  despatch  of  the  fleet  delayed.  It  was 
soon  learnt  that  the  hostile  force  consisted  of  but  one 
vessel,  which,  defying  the  Spaniards,  had  been  so 
daring  as  to  enter  the  port  of  Vera  Cruz  and  recon- 
noitre. This  feat  was  afterward  repeated  by  another 
ship,  but  as  the  garrison  had  been  reenforced  by  the 
viceroy  no  attack  was  made. 

Much  diflSculty  was  found  in  raising  the  required 
force  for  the  Philippine  Islands.  Many  of  the  sol- 
diers dreading  the  climate  would  desert  before  reach- 
ing Acapulco,  and  new  schemes  had  to  be  devised  to 
obtain  recruits.  Thus  in  1677  all  criminals  willing  to 
enlist  were  pardoned,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty-five 
pesos  a  year  given  them  as  pay.  Still,  only  a  small 
number  could  De  induced  to  accept  this  offer. 

While  Rivera  was  actively  engaged  in  disehar^ng 

"So  Mya  the  contemporary  andior,  BoUcb,  Diario,  t  191.  Still  Zamv 
coU  spe^  of  the  extreme  valor  of  the  iuhabitaiite,  who  'gnmpiiig  tlieir 
•words  anxionBly  awaited  the  moment  to  cross  them  with  thoao  of  their  ene- 
mies." Hilt.  Mi}.,  V.  424. 

"In  April  1070  it  WOS  Sftid  that  preparations  were  made  at  Jamaica  to 
capture  the  treasure  fleet.  Some  months  later  rumors  spread  that  Filnuco  had 
been  taken  by  tlie  enemy.  liob/es,  Diario,  i.  216-10.  The  following  year 
seTeral  vessels  cruised  in  the  neighborhood  of  Alrarado  but  escaped  the  pur- 
suit of  an  armament  sent  against  them.  Id.,  237-8,  242-3.  Panes,  Virfifl;!, 
MS.,  104,  speaks  of  serious  tosses  caused  to  Ifao  English  by  the  golhint  resiat- 
Mice  of  the  inhabitants  of  Alvarado. 


quitting 
against  h 

Four  ] 
leave  of  t 
left  Mexi 
seated,  tl 
him  to  G 
tice  to  th 
beloved  i 
all  the  ck 

On  rea 
two  high 
promoted 
Maria  de 
he  receiv 
grateful 
rental  of 
royal  tre^ 
privilege 
the  archi 
he  breatt 
cease  rea 
held  in  s< 
of  one  w! 
of  the  pe 

•'Thisde. 
December  of 
of  the  king's 
de  que  su  K 

Suestos,  CODC 
*t6«ra,  SenU 

«•  Limes 
tro  D.  Ft.  F 
Bostamante 
that  Rivera  1 

•Lorenza 
1684,  in  anol 
ro0,  Oual.,  2 

;<>For  ful 
ceding  chapt 
43-65,  201-J 
Hist,  N.  En 
81-7,  122;  S 
i.  17-18;  Rot 
tro  Ecles.^  i. 
vita,  Cr&n.  & 


190  THE  SACK  OF  VEBA  CEUZ. 

parts  of  New  Spain  were  also  threatened,  and  the 
marques  de  Laguna/  who  took  office  in  November 
1680,  at  once  made  preparations  for  defence;  the 
miUtia  were  called  out;  the  principal  harbors  were 
strongly  fortified  and  garrisoned,  and  the  armada  de 
Barlovento  was  refitted  and  ordered  to  cruise  off  the 
coast  of  Tierra  Firme. 

But  at  this  period  corsairs  ceased  not  to  harass  the 
Spaniards  on  land  and  sea.  During  the  absence  of  the 
settlers  they  made  sudden  raids  on  the  coast,  sacked 
the  towns,  and  carried  off  the  cattle,  thus  causing  many 
thriving  colonies  to  be  abandoned.  Hovering  on  the 
shores  of  New  Spain,  they  lay  concealed  in  their  light 
swift  craft  behind  some  point  or  reef,  whence  on  the 
appearance  of  a  treasure  ship  they  darted  like  hawks 
on  their  prey.  Laying  their  vessels  athwart  the 
Spaniard's  bow  they  raked  her  deck  with  musketry, 
then  pulled  alongside,  and  dagger  in  hand  swarmed 
over  the  bulwarks.  Earely  did  they  fail  to  secure 
their  prize,  and  often  the  Spaniards  made  no  defense; 
the  pirates  finding  them  on  their  knees  in  suppli- 
cation to  the  virgin  and  the  saints,  who  sadly  faUed 
them  in  their  emergencies. 

In  consequence  of  these  depredations  the  viceroy 
gave  orders  that  no  ship  should  leave  Vera  Cruz 
without  orders.  This  measure  remedied  the  evil  to 
some  extent;  but  still  the  corsairs  lurked  among  the 
numberless  islands  and  reefs  of  the  Bahama  Channel, 
through  which  vessels  must  pass  on  their  way  to 
Spain,  and  many  a  richly  laden  craft  fell  a  prize  to 
them  before  those  on  board  were  aware  that  an  enemy 
was  within  sight.  On  one  occasion  while  the  vice- 
admiral  of  the  treasure  fleet  was  at  dinner  in  his 

^  ])on  Tomds  Antonio  de  la  Cerda,  conde  de  Paredes,  marqu^  de  la  La- 
gnna,  de  la  orden  de  Alcantara,  del  Consejo  de  sn  Magestad,  Camara,  y  junta 
de  Guerra  de  Indias.  Ordenea  de  la  Corona^  MS.,  iv.  47.  He  took  office  on 
November  30,  1680.  VetancvH,  Trot,  Mex,,  16.  In  Rivera,  Gob.,  252,  he  U 
called  Antonio  de  la  Cerda  v  Aragon.  According  to  this  authority  he  was  a 
man  of  illustrious  family,  the  members  of  which  had  always  been  employed 
in  ci\il  and  military  affairs.  He  was  accompanied  by  his  wife,  the  Dofia 
Maria  Louisa  Manrique  de  Lara  y  Gonzaga. 
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made  war  only  upon  his  enemiea"  "My  instruc- 
tions are  explicit,"  rejoined  D'Estr^es,  and  after  some 
further  parley  ordered  the  anchor  to  be  weighed. 
"What  are  you  about?"  cried  the  corsair  angrily,  and 
looking  the  captain  straight  in  the  eye.  "Think  you 
my  men  will  not  fight  when  they  see  me  thus  carried 
off  before  their  eyes?  You  will  find  that  my  lieuten- 
ant is  prompt  to  act,  and  that  my  crew  fear  neither 
danger  nor  death."    The  captain  saw  that  his  prisoner 


SAN  JUAN  DE  ULCa.  IflS 

in  the  city  itself  was  a  garrison  of  trained  soldiers,  and 
several  thousand  men  could  be  concentrated  within 
twenty-four  hours  from  the  interior.  The  enterprise 
was  a  bold  one,  and  by  many  deemed  too  hazardous; 
but  the  filibusters  were  now  assembled  in  force,  mus- 
tering probably  about  a  thousand  strong,*  and  their 
leaders  were  men  fertile  of  resource. 


Map  of  Vzba  Cbde. 

"Ce  fnt  en  riumte  1683,  ftprfts  avoir  fait  uno  revue  gSn^nJo  de  la 
flotte,  qui  He  trouva  niontfle  Je  ileux  cena  FlibuBtiers,  toua  gens  d'Clite.'  Ea- 
qjiemftln,  Nvit.  Flib.,  i.  260.  Probably  tlio  200  included  oul;^  the  French  con- 
tingent.  They  nnmbered  over  1,000.  Rivera,  Gov.  Mtx.,  L  255.  800  men, 
i:avi>,  il  C3-4.  The  exi)eiUtion  ooneiated  of  900  raen  a.  motley  gatherinj;, 
including  French,  Eiigliah,  SpaniardB,  inulattoes,  and  Indians.  Motako,  i. 
407.  8,000  men,  Boble.s,  Diano,  i  370;  ZamoMa,  v.  438.  Tlie  last  estimata 
But.  "",  Vol,  m.   13 
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ARRIVAL  OF  THE  FLEET.  IdO 

Sunday  after  the  capture  of  Vera  Cruz.  The  Span- 
iards who  had  been  held  as  hostages  were  then  released; 
the  negroes  and  mulattoes,  to  the  number  of  at  least 
thirteen  hundred,  and  the  most  attractive  of  the  female 
captives,  were  placed  on  board  the  fleet  ;^*  and  the 
buccaneers  prepared  to  set  sail  from  the  island. 

During  the  afternoon  a  double  guard  was  placed 
over  the  Remaining  prisoners;  the  rude  huts  which 
they  had  erected  of  branches  to  screen  them  from  sun 
and  dew  were  destroyed ;  and  the  pirates,  brandishing 
their  weapons,  never  ceased  to  menace  them  with 
death,  in  the  hope  of  yet  extorting  a  further  ransom. 
The  threats  were  not  executed,  however,  and  at  night 
all  the  corsairs  withdrew,  for  the  ships  were  now  ready 
for  sea.  The  following  morning  a  boat's  crew  returned 
to  take  on  board  another  load  of  captives;  but  found 
that  all  had  concealed  themselves.  The  governor  and 
two  friars  were  discovered,  and  having  no  time  for 
further  search  the  pirates  carried  them  off  to  their 
vessels,  though  the  latter  were  afterward  released. 
They  secured  also  a  launch  laden  with  provisions, 
which  had  been  sent  from  the  city  for  the  relief  of 
the  famishing  prisoners. 

No  sooner  had  the  ransom  been  paid  than  the  fleet 
from  Spain  appeared  in  sight. ^*  The  governor  of 
San  Juan  de  Uliia  immediately  despatched  a  boat 
to  the  admiral,  proposing  to  make  a  combined  attack 
on  the  corsairs,  who  now  put  to  sea,  not  waiting  even 
to  take  in  water,  or  a  supply  of  fresh  meat  which 
they  had  provided  at  the  mouth  of  the  Medellin 
River.  Now  once  more  the  Spaniards  let  slip  their 
opportunity,  for,  like  the  Austrians  in  the  days  of 
Bonaparte,  they  knew  not  the  value  of  minutes.  If 
a  prompt  and  vigorous  attack  had  been  made  on  the 

"Villarroel  states  the  corsairs  took  with  them  over  3,000  mnlattocis^ 
negroes,  and  boys.  Invasion  Vera,  Cruz,  in  Lerdo  de  Tejada,  Apunt.  IJist,^ 
283.  Robles,  that  they  carried  away  only  1,300  negroes.  Diario,  in  Doc, 
HUi.  Mex.,  i.  376.  The  latter  is  probably  nearer  the  truth,  for  3,000  captives 
in  addition  to  all  the  plunder  would  have  overcrowded  the  vessels. 

**It  consisted  of  11  sail.  Rohles^  DiariOj  in  Doe.  Hist.  Mcx.^  374.  17  ves- 
sels. JSs^uemelinf  Hist,  Flib.f  i.  274.     12  great  ships.  Sharp's  VoyageSf  118. 
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Nevertheless  the  settlers  of  M^rida  were  constantly 
in  dread  of  filibusters.  Many  of  the  corsairs  when 
not  engaged  in  their  raids  employed  themselves  in  the 
profitable  occupation  of  tortoise  fishing,  these  grounds 
extending  from  Campeche  to  the  confines  of  Nica- 
ragua. Among  the  numerous  keys,  islands,  or  coves 
of  this  long  stretch  of  coast  they  careened  their  ves- 
sels, pursued  their  fishing,  and  planned  their  expedi- 
tions, safe  from  the  attacks  of  Spanish  cruisers.  The 
intricate  coast  of  Campeche,  with  which  they  were 
perfectly  familiar,  was  constantly  frequented  by  these 
marauders,  and  in  consequence  Mdrida  was  contin- 
ually exposed  to  their  attacks.  The  garrison  consisted 
of  but  two  companies  of  half-clad  and  poorly  fed  sol- 
diers, until  after  the  raid  of  Lorencillo,  when  two  more 
companies  were  sent  from  Spain.  The  encomenderos 
offered  to  build  a  wall  around  the  city  at  their  own 
expense,  asking  only  that  they  should  be  released  from 
the  tax  for  the  support  of  cavalry  called  montado. 

During  the  years  1685  and  1686  the  principal  oper- 
ations of  the  pirates  were  the  raid  of  Agramon  on 
the  coast  of  Florida,  and  the  expedition  of  Dampier  to 
the  South  Sea.  The  former  was  driven  off  with  the 
loss  of  fifty  men.  The  operations  of  Dampier,  Swan, 
and  others  on  the  coast  of  Central  America  have  been 
related  in  their  place;  and  it  has  already  been  men- 
tioned that  the  latter,  accompanied  by  Townley,  re- 
solved to  try  his  fortune  on  the  coast  of  Mexico,  hoping 
to  capture  the  Manila  ship,  which  at  this  epoch  was 
wont  to  leave  the  Philippines  in  June  and  arrive  at 
Acapulco  about  Christmas.  After  an  unsuccessful 
attempt  to  take  the  Lima  galleon  from  under  the  guns 
of  the  fort  at  Acapulco  early  in  November  1685,  and 
an  equally  vain  effort  to  find  the  town  of  Colima  on 
the  26th,  they  reached  Salagua,  or  Santiago,  Decem- 
ber 1st,  and  had  a  skirmish  with  the  Spaniards,  cap- 
turing two  mulattoes,  but  were  unable  to  find  there 
any  such  town  as  was  described  in  the  Spanish  pilot- 
books. 
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but  were  driven  back  thither  on  the  7th  of  March. 
It  was  now  decided  to  sail  for  Manila,  and  after  taking 
water  at  Banderas  they  left  Corrientes  on  the  last  day 
of  March.'  The  men  murmured  at  the  long  voyage 
before  them,  but  hoped  for  rich  booty  in  the  East 
Indies.  The  historian  of  the  expedition  naturally 
does  not  quit  the  coast  without  having  his  say  about 
Californian  geography  and  the  Strait  of  Anian.^ 

Apart  from  the  raids  of  buccaneers  few  incidents 
worthy  of  note  occurred  during  the  reign  of  Viceroy 
Laguna;  there  was  an  Indian  revolt  in  New  Mexico, 
and  an  expedition  to  the  coast  of  Lower  California, 
which  will  be  related  in  their  place.  On  the  8th  of 
February  1684,  the  viceroy  received  intelligence  that 
his  term  of  office  was  extended  for  three  years.^  In 
1686  his  residencia  was  taken  by  the  fiscal  Bastida. 
The  charges  were  trivial,  and  about  two  years  later 
he  returned  to  his  native  country,  where,  having 
made  a  donation  of  fifty  thousand  pesos  for  some 
charitable  purpose,  he  received  the  rank  of  grandee 
of  Spain,  and  his  son  the  title  of  duke  of  Guastala. 

••  Dampier*8  New  Voyage  around  Hie  Worlds  London,  1699,  L  237-78. 
The  author,  Wm.  Dampier,  was  on  the  fleet,  bat  in  what  position  does  not 
appear.  He  had  left  Virginia  under  Captain  Cook  in  Aug.  1683,  had  been 
with  Captain  Da\is  in  the  south,  and  had  comef  north  with  Captain  Swan. 
Between  1686  and  1688  several  attacks  on  the  coast  of  Cumand  were  repelled 
by  Governor  Caspar  Mateo  de  Acosta,  but  he  was  unable  to  expel  a  French 
colony  established  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Guarapicheto,  and  the  armada  de 
Barlovento  was  ordered  to  proceed  to  his  aid.  A  number  of  French  pirates 
were  pardoned,  and  one  of  them,  named  Lorenzo,  appointed  sargento  mayor. 
Li  December  16S6,  three  prisoners  taken  at  Laguna  de  T^rminos  gave  inform- 
ation  that  100  men  had  been  engaged  there  for  several  months  in  cutting  log- 
wood and  shipping  it  to  Jamaica.  Measures  were  taken  by  the  viceroy  to 
expel  them.  Jiivera,  Gob.  Mex.,  i.  263-4.  The  treaty  concluded  between 
England,  France,  and  Holland  at  this  period,  whereby  these  countries  were 
pledged  to  aid  each  other  in  extending  their  possessions  in  America,  caused 
much  .uneasiness  to  the  Spanish  crown,  and  the  viceroy  was  ordered  to  make 
vigorous  preparations  for  defence.  The  forts  were  repaired,  the  armada  de 
Barlovento  was  refitted,  another  vessel  purchased,  and  Jacinto  Lopez  Gijon, 
admiral  of  the  Flemish  squadron  in  the  ocean  fleet,  placed  in  command. 

•  During  the  previous  year  an  impostor  appeared  in  the  person  of  Antonio 
Benavides,  who  represented  himself  as  the  marquis  of  Saint  Vincent,  a  field- 
marshal  and  governor  of  the  castle  of  Acapulco.  He  is  commonly  known  as. 
the  Tapado.  He  was  arrested  by  order  of  the  audiencia,  tried,  and  sentenced 
to  death.  While  in  prison  he  tried  to  strangle  himself  with  a  handkerchief. 
After  his  execution  his  head  and  one  of  his  hands  were  taken  to  Puebla.  The 
other  hand  was  fastened  on  the  gallows.  Jfobles,  370  et  aeq.;  Cavo,  ii.  64; 
Ordenes  de  la  Corona,  MS.,  iii.  60-1. 
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in  the  harbor,  supplied  an  excellent  material,  and 
came  into  general  use.  Before  this  time  the  houses 
were  built  for  the  most  part  of  wood,  although  during 
the  preceding  century  and  a  half  the  city  had  several 
times  been  partlv  destroyed  by  fire.* 

The  streets  of  Vera  Cruz  were  regularly  laid  out, 
their  direction  corresponding  with  that  of  the  car- 
dinal points  of  the  compass.  Their  pavement  was 
commenced  in  1765  and  completed  in  1776.  In  April 
of  the  following  year  they  were  lighted  for  the  first 
time  by  order  of  the  municipality.  In  1 790  a  cemetery 
was  opened  outside  the  walls  of  the  city,  and  by  order 
of  the  viceroy  the  burial  of  the  dead  in  church  vaults 
was  forbidden.  To  this  practice  and  to  the  scantiness 
and  poor  quality  of  the  water^  may  be  attributed  in 
part  the  pestilences  from  which  the  inhabitants  were 
seldom  free.  The  rich  obtained  their  supply  from 
cisterns  built  on  their  own  premises,  the  poor  from 
an  aqueduct^  which  was  usually  empty  during  two  or 
three  months  in  the  year,  when  they  were  dependent 
on  a  single  well  sunk  near  the  bastion  of  Santa  Bdr- 
bara.  Another  cause  of  the  prevalence  of  disease 
was  the  overcrowding  of  the  houses,  which  were 
packed  so  closely  together  in  the  poorer  quarters  of 
the  town  as  to  impede  the  circulation  of  the  air. 

The  rains  set  in  at  Vera  Cruz  about  the  20th  of 
March  and  lasted  for  six  months,  being  followed  by 
violent  north-west  winds  which  continued  almost 
throughout  the  dry  season,  raising  the  sand  in  such 
clouds  as  often  to  obstruct  the  sight  and  render  breath- 
ing difficult.  September  and  October  were  the  most 
unhealthy  months,  and  it  was  then  that  the  sickness 

"  The  fire  of  1618,  spoken  of  on  page  27  of  this  yolnme,  is  not  even  men- 
tioned by  Miron  in  Noticia  Instmctivay  although  there  is  no  doabt  that  it 
occnrred;  but  he  speaks  of  two  others  that  happened  in  1606  and  1608. 

*  As  early  as  1703  an  attempt  was  made  to  bring  water  into  the  city  from 
the  river  Jamapa.  In  1795  a  dam  was  built  and  an  aqueduct  constructed  for 
some  distance,  out  the  work  was  abandoned.  Though  surveys  have  since  been 
made  and  revenues  assigned  for  the  purpose,  nothing  has  been  accomplished. 
Letdo  dt  Tejada,  Apunt.  Hist.^  322-6. 

^  Constructed  by  Malibran  in  1726. 
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known  as  the  black- vomit  was  the  most  deadly.  This 
scourge  was  supposed  to  have  been  introduced  by  an 
English  slave-ship  in  the  year  1699,  but  was  more 
probably  an  endemic  disease  due  to  the  causes  already 
mentioned,  and  to  the  malaria  generated  by  decaying 
animal  and  vegetable  matter.®  At  the  close  of  the 
last  and  the  beginning  of  the  present  century  so  great 
was  the  havoc  wrought  by  this  malady  that  it  was 
proposed  to  abandon  the  site  of  Vera  Cruz  and  re- 
move to  Jalapa. 

The  port  of  Vera  Cruz  was  neither  safe  nor  com- 
modious, being  but  a  roadstead,  sheltered  on  the  east 
side  by  a  few  small  and  widely  separated  reefs  and 
islands.  On  the  north  it  was  entirely  exposed,  and 
from  September  to  March  was  swept  by  violent  north 
winds,  which  made  the  anchorage  unsafe.  The  island 
of  San  Juan  de  Uliia  is  less  than  a  mile  distant  from 
the  city,  only  its  south-west  point  on  which  the  fort 
was  built  being  above  high-water  mark.  On  the  lee- 
ward side  of  this  island,  facing  the  city,  vessels  made 
fast  by  cable  ropes  to  huge  bolts  and  rings  let  into 
the  walls  of  the  fort.  Here  the  depth  of  water  was 
six  or  eight  fathoms,  and  from  this  point  passengers 
and  freight  were  transferred  to  the  mainland  in  boats. 
Opposite  the  city,  and  at  about  the  same  distance,  was 
a  small  reef  called  Lavandera,  near  which  was  also  an 
anchoring  ground  for  n>erchant  craft.  Five  or  six 
miles  to  the  south-east  are  the  islands  of  Verde  and 
Sacrificios,  where  were  the  quarantine  ground  and  the 
station  for  ships  of  war.  The  harbor  was  entered  by 
two  channels,  the  best  one  being  on  the  north  side, 
between  Uliia  and  the  mainland,  with  a  depth  of  four 
to  five  fathoms  and  a  width  of  four  hundred  varas. 
The  other  channel  lay  between  the  island  of  Sacrifi- 

^  Humboldt,  Essai,  i.  276-9.  In  1803,  the  eminent  Spanish  physician  Flo> 
rencio  Perez  de  Comoto  declared  that  the  disease  had  not  been  introduced 
from  any  foreign  country.  The  presence  of  foreigners,  of  whom  large  num- 
bers died  of  yellow  fever,  was,  however,  believed  to  aid  the  development  of 
the  germs  of  this  disease,  and  such  was  the  experience  in  all  places  subject  to 
it.  In  1825  the  legislature  offered  a  reward  of  100,000  pesos  to  any  one  who 
should  discover  a  remedy. 


cios  and  the  Psljaro  reef,  and  was  of  the  same  depth 
and  width. 

A  larger  and  more  sheltered  harbor,  named  Anton 
Lizardo,  was  situated  a  few  leagues  to  the  south-east 
of  Vera  Cruz,'  and  there  appears  to  be  no  good  reason 
why  the  latter  was  selected,  except  that  the  island  of 
San  Juan  de  Uliia  was  a  favoraole  spot  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  fortress.     No  attempt  was  made  to 


improve  it,  and  at  the  close  of  the  eighteenth  century 
it  remained  in  the  same  condition  as  when  first  dis- 
covered by  Grijalva  in  1518. 
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There  are  no  reliable  data  as  to  the  exact  time 
when  the  fortress  of  San  Juan  de  Uliia  was  erected; 
but  the  works  must  have  been  commenced  between 
the  years  1582  and  1625.  At  the  former  date  the 
island  was  occupied  only  by  sailors  and  merchants;  at 
the  latter  the  fortress  is  mentioned  by  the  traveller 
Gage,  in  connection  with  his  visit  to  Vera  Cruz,  and 
appears  to  have  been  then  well  advanced.  It  was 
probably  the  strongest  fort  in  the  New  World,  and 
until  the  improvements  made  in  modern  warfare  was 
considered  almost  impregnable,  being  often  termed 
the  San  Juan  de  Acre  of  America.  In  1746  it  was 
mounted  with  one  hundred  and  twenty  guns  and 
three  mortars.  In  1780  it  contained  one  hundred 
brass  cannon  and  about  fifty  pieces  of  ordnance  made 
of  iron,  the  latter  being  of  heavy  calibre. ^^  The  main 
building  was  in  the  shape  of  a  parallelogram,  with  a 
bastion  at  each  of  its  angles.  The  one  at  the  south- 
west corner  was  named  the  bastion  of  San  Pedro  and 
was  completed  in  1633.  It  was  surmounted  by  a 
high  tower  on  which  was  a  revolving  light.  On  the 
south-east  corner  was  the  bastion  of  San  Crispin, 
completed  in  1710.  Here  was  built  a  lookout  tower 
whence  vessels  were  sighted  and  communication  main- 
tained with  the  city  by  a  system  of  signals.  Others 
named  Our  Lady  del  Pilar  and  Santa  Catalina  were 
finished  in  1778  and  1799  respectively.  The  curtain 
and  the  flanks  of  the  bastions  facing  seaward  were 
covered  with  stakes  of  hard  wood  sharpened  at  the 
end  and  rising  a  foot  and  a  half  out  of  the  water,  so 
that  at  high  tide  vessels  could  not  approach  within 
musket  shot.  Within  the  fort  were  seven  large  cis- 
terns, containing  nearly  a  hundred  thousand  cubic 
feet  of  water,  and  below  it  were  damp,  narrow  dun- 
geons, where  notorious  criminals  were  confined.  Few 
who  were  once  incarcerated  there  came  forth  alive. 

At  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century  the  gar- 

^^  Villa-Sefwr  y  Sanchez^  Teatro,  i.  274-5;  Ivforme  del  Comand,  de  Uliia, 
July  29,  1780,  in  Col.  Diario,  MS.,  604-6. 


rison  a 
of  the 
sisting 
from  t 
relieve 
victs  A 
works, 
city  a 
ment  ] 
A  mili 
being 
added 
and  tb 
700  o 
bacien 
engine 
arounc 
years 
brougl 
was  su 
same  I 
being  : 
men,  i 
On  th( 
tongU€ 
constri 
with  s 
chann( 
south 
six  gui 
Betwe 
smalle; 
were  e 

"  ViW 
the  milits 
jutant,  a 
CasaFuei 
at  Vera  C 
for  the  ci 
Btnaller,  i 


210  THE  PEOTDfCE  OF  VERA  CEUZ. 

After  the  capture  of  Habana  by  the  English  in 
1762  much  apprehension  was  felt  as  to  the  safety  of 
Vera  Cruz."  The  defences  of  the  city  and  of  San 
Juan  de  Uliia  were  strengthened,  and  new  ones  erected 
on  other  portions  of  the  coast.  The  island  fortress 
was  ordered  to  be  repaired  at  a  cost  of  over  a  million 
and  a  half,  and  the  port  of  Anton  Lizardo  was  to  he 
fortified  at  an  expense  of  a  million  and  a  quarter  pesos. 
A  fort  was  also  begun  at  San  Cdrlos  de  Perote,  this 
point  being  intended  for  an  arsenal  and  as  a  storing 
place  for  treasure,  Jalapa  being  now  considered  unsafe. 
Additional  troops  were  despatched  from  Spain,  and 
in  December  1774  a  military  commission  met  at  Vera 
Cruz  to  consider  such  further  measures  as  might  be 
necessary  for  defence.  The  result  was  very  unfavor- 
able. It  was  reported  that  the  city  was  untenable, 
and  that  Uliia,  which  was  supposed  to  be  im- 
pregnable, could  only  he  held  for  a  few  days,  and 
would  require  a  garrison  of  1,700  infantry  and  300 
artillerymen,  together  with  a  force  of  sailors  suffi- 
cient to  man  a  number  of  armed  boats."  It  was  even 
recommended  that  on  the  approach  of  an  enemy  the 
bastions  should  be  blown  up  and  the  inhabitants  sent 
into  the  interior,  taking  with  them  their  effects.  The 
report  of  the  commissioners  docs  not  appear  to  have 
been  heeded,  and  at  the  close  of  the  century,  when 
Europe  was  at  war  and  the  Spanish  American  pos- 
sessions were  at  any  time  liable  to  attack,  the  garri- 
sons of  the  city  and  fortress  were  even  smaller  than 
those  stationed  there  sixty  years  before." 

"  WboQ  intclligeDee  arrived  of  the  capture,  the  viceroy  ordered  that  niuu- 
tions  oF  war  be  at  once  forwanied  to  Vera  Cniz,  and  that  all  available  troops 
be  immediately  put  in  motion  for  that  point.     When  it  was  known  that  there 
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on  its  deep  soil  of  red  clay**  were  produced  most  of 
the  tropical  and  subtropical  fruits.  The  raising  of  to- 
bacco and  sugar,  of  which  plantations  were  first  estab- 
lished early  in  the  seventeenth  century,  was  still  the 
leading  industry,  but  here,  as  elsewhere  in  New  Spain, 
nature  was  so  prodigal  of  her  gifts  that  little  effort 
was  needed  on  the  part  of  man,  and  many  of  the 
Spaniards  grew  wealthy  almost  without  exertion,*^ 
Although  in  1790  an  earthquake  demolished  or  dam- 


Vkha  Cauz  Pnovnio. 


a^ed  nearly  all  the  buildings,  the  town  appears  to 
have  steadily  increased  in  prosperity,  for  in  1810  it 
contained  at  least  eight  thousand  inhabitants.** 

Anion?  the  most  nourishiner  towns  in  the  nrovince 
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being  transferred  thence  from  Vera  Cruz.  Before  the 
former  date  hal^a  dozen  commercial  houses,  estab- 
lished by  merchants  in  the  capital,  had  monopolized 
the  entire  trade  of  the  surrouDoing  district,  but  within 
a  few  years  afterward  goods  to  the  value  of  thirty 
millions  of  pesos  changed  hands  at  each  fair.  This  in- 
creased circulation  of  wealth  caused  people  to  abandon 
their  simple  habits,  and  to  adopt  the  dress  and  amuse- 
ments and  most  of  the  vices  of  the  Spaniards  in  the 
Old  World,  In  1794  JaJapa  was  declared  a  city,*^  and 
together  with  C6rdoba  and  Orizaba  was  a  favorite 
summer  resort  for  the  merchants  of  Vera  Cruz. 

Orizaba  stood  on  the  high  road  from  Mexico  to  Vera 
Cruz,  being  distant  about  thirty-eight  leagues  from 
the  latter  city  and  forty-six  from  the  capital.     It  was 
situated  in  a  heautiful  valley  and  surrounded  with 
forest-clad  mountains,  high  above  which  towered  the 
snow-capped  volcano  of  Ori- 
zaha.     So  luxuriant  was  the 
surrounding    vegetation    that 
a  square  league  of  land  suf- 
ficed for  the  pasturage  of  about 
seven  thousand  sheep.''  Here 
was  a  halting-place  for  cara- 
vans laden  with  merchandise, 
and  the  point  where  goods  in 
transit    were    appraised.     In 
1777  its  population  numbered 
ahout  forty-five  hundred,  of 
whom  it  was  estimated  that 
nearly  three  thousand  were  of 
Cut  •>*  Au>  o»  jALiP*.         Spanish  descent." 

*In  1746  tbere  were  736  reeident  &milie«  of  SpaniardB,  megtizoi,  and 
Indians.  VUla-Seflory  SaJichfs,  7%eaiT0,  i.  Later  the  popalation  appears  to 
have  decreased,  for  Humboldt  states  that  in  1603  its  popnlailion  wsa  only 
1,300. 

"A  tnivoller  paaaing  through  tlie  province  of  Vera  Cruz  in  1777  statee 
tliat  nitkin  the  Bpoce  of  a  Spomali  league  he  counted  11  fiocka  of  sheep,  each 
numbering  over  600.    Tkiery,  ii.  71. 

"In  the  town  were  several  tanueriei,  and  factories  for  the  making  of 
course  cloth.  A  lai^e  quantity  of  tobacco  waa  rftisod  in  ita  neighborhood. 
Pinixrton't  Mod.  Oety.,  lii.  214. 


Laoitna's  1 

PiBATE 
IN  THE 

AND    £] 

Cbops- 
Dbain^ 
Bakjb— 

Thes 
conde  d< 
the  capi 
adminisl 
was  app 
by  the 
vigilant 
his  resi< 
preferre< 

*DonM 
dador  de  1^ 
and  of  the 
monly  knov 
been  lost  ii 
Dofka  Anto 
accompanies 

*  Octobei 
jRivera,  Gob 

'There  ^ 
meafiuresad 
were  withoi 
Creoles  to  sc 
the  conditi* 
missions  of ! 
iards  robbe* 
as  slaves,  aj 
king  in  thei 


222  FLOOD,  FAMINE,  AND  ECLIPSE. 

note  occurred  during  his  administration,  but  the  next 
seven  years  form  an  exciting  epoch  in  the  annals  of 
the  capital. 

During  this  time  New  Spain  was  governed  by 
Gaspar  de  la  Cerda  Sandoval  Silva  y  Mendoza,  conde 
de  Galve,  a  gentleman  of  the  royal  bed-chamber,  and 
knight  of  the  order  of  Alcantara.*  He  arrived  at 
Vera  Cruz,  accompanied  by  his  wife,^  on  the  18th  of 
September  1688,  and  about  two  months  later  took 
formal  possession  of  office.* 

One  of  his  first  acts  was  to  adopt  measures  for  the 
extermination  of  the  corsairs,  whose  increasing  num- 
bers and  daring  kept  the  coast  settlements,  both  in 
the  North  and  South  seas,  in  constant  alarm.^  Soon 
after  his  arrival  he  applied  to  the  church  authorities 
for  money  to  aid  in  making  the  necessary  preparations, 
to  which  appeal  the  archbishop  and  several  of  the 
bishops  responded  with  contributions  amounting  to 
nearly  eighty-nine  thousand  pesos.®  Hardly  had  he  as- 
sumed office  when  news  reached  the  capital  of  the  cap- 
ture by  corsairs  of  Acaponeta,  a  small  town  on  the 
coast  of  Nueva  Galicia.  Besides  a  quantity  of  silver 
the  enemy  carried  off  many  prisoners,  including  forty 
women  and  two  friars,  an  outrage  which  caused  the 
viceroy  at  once  to  despatch  an  expedition  in  their 
pursuit.  Troops  were  sent  from  Mexico  City,  and 
there  being  no  other  vessel  available,  a  Peruvian 
frigate,  recently  arrived  at  Acapulco,  was  ordered  to 
go  in  search  of  the  enemy.     The  capture  of  Acapo- 

*Cafx>j  Tres  Siglos,  ii.  72;  Recites  Cidulas,  MS.,  ii.  4;  LorenzanOy  Hist.  N. 
Esp. ,  27;  Rivera^  Gob.  Mex. ,  i.  265.  By  some  authorities  his  name  is  variously 
mven  as  Gaspar  de  Silva  Cerda;  Gaspar  de  Sandoval  Cerda  Silva  y  Mendoza. 
lioblfSf  rkarto,  i.  500;  Parian^  CoL  Voc^  16. 

^  Dofia  Elvira  de  Toledo,  daughter  of  the  roarqn^  de  Villafranca.  Robles, 
DioriOy  i.  500. 

•On  November  20th.  He  made  his  public  obtry  December  4th.  Robles, 
Diario,  i.  501-2, 505-6;  or,  according  to  Caw,  TVesSiglos,  ii.  72,  Sept.  17th;  in 
this  statement  Cavo  is  followed  by  Loremana,  Hist.  N.  Esp.^  27.  See  also 
Rivera,  Ooh.  Mex.^  i.  265;  Mayer* s  Mex.  Atlec^  i.  217. 

^  While  en  route  to  Vera  Cruz  he  captured  a  corsair  frigate  in  the  gulf  of 
Mexico.  Sigiienza  y  06ngora^  Carta  at  Almiranttf  MS.,  3. 

*The  archbishop  and  his  clergy  gave  80,000  pesos;  the  bishop  of  Puebla 
5,700;  of  Guadalajara  1,700,  and  of  Oajaca  1,500.  Rivera,  Gob,  Mex.,  i.  268. 
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instructions  the  oidores  began  on  the  10th  of  Septem- 
ber to  imprison  French  subjects  in  the  city  of  Mexico, 
and  to  seize  their  effects.  Meanwhile  Galve  forwarded 
supplies  to  all  military  posts,  on  the  seaboard  as  well 
as  on  the  frontier,  strengthening  their  garrisons,  and 
providing  for  the  prompt  payment  of  the  troops,  this 
matter  having  heretofore  been  neglected.  The  feeble 
Spanish  garrison  of  Campeche,  constantly  threatened 
by  the  wood-cutters  of  the  bay  of  Tdrminos,  was  re- 
enforced,  and  received  a  supply  of  ammunition  and 
vessels  of  war.  Men,  money,  and  arms  were  also  for- 
warded to  the  governors  of  Yucatan  and  Tabasco, 
whose  territory  was  constantly  exposed  to  invasion 
by  corsairs.  After  several  unsuccessful  expeditions 
they  succeeded  in  expelling  the  wood-cutters  before 
the  end  of  1692,  but  they  returned  a  few  years  later." 
About  the  same  time  the  viceroy  attempted,  but  in 
vain,  to  drive  them  from  the  gulf  of  Mexico,  and  al- 
though the  armada  de  Barlovento  and  other  Spanish 
cruisers  frequently  made  prizes,  sometimes  of  consid- 
erable value,  they  could  not  prevent  the  corsairs  from 
capturing,  at  intervals,  Spanish  vessels  of  still  greater 
value." 

Thus  while  the  viceroy  had  been  partially  success- 
ful in  his  operations  against  the  corsairs,  all  his  efforts 
to  drive  them  from  the  North  Sea  were  of  little  avail. 
Nor  could  any  other  result  be  expected,  while,  in  the 
islands  of  the  West  Indies,  their  numbers  increased 
from  year  to  year,  and  no  attempt  was  made  to  strike 
at  the  root  of  the  evil.  The  island  of  Santo  Domingo 
was  a  favorable  rendezvous  of  French  pirates,  and  the 
crown  having  resolved  to  attempt  their  expulsion, 
intrusted  the  undertaking  to  Viceroy  Galve.  Exten- 
sive preparations  were  begun  in  1689,  and  the  follow- 
ing year  the  armada  de  Barlovento,  then  composed 
of  six  ships  of  the  line  and  a  frigate,  sailed  from  v  era 

*^  RchleSf  Diarioy  ii.  22,  49;  Sigilenza  y  Odngoray  Carta al  AlmirarUe,  MS., 
3-5;  Bivera,  Gob.  Max.,  I  266,  268,  272;  CarrUlo,  Elorigen  de  Bdice,  in  BoU- 
tin,  8oc,  Mex,  Oeog.,  3a  ep.  iv.  260-1. 

"  For  details  see  Bobks,  Diario,  ii.  6,  15,  17-18,  46,  79,  144-6,  169. 
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tory  was  made  by  either  Spaniards  or  French  during 
the  next  twenty  years." 

About  this  time  the  occupation  of  Pensacola  had 
been  resolved  upon,  partly  with  a  view  to  check  the 
further  encroachments  of  the  French,  and  an  expedi- 
tion having  been  sent  from  Vera  Cruz  in  1693  to  ex- 
amine the  bay  and  select  a  site,  the  following  year 
troops,  colonists,  and  supplies  were  landed,  and  the 
erection  of  a  fort  and  town  was  immediately  begun. 
In  1696  both  town  and  fortifications  were  complete, 
and  the  name  of  Santa  Maria  was  given  to  the  bay 
and  colony." 

Notwithstanding  some  drawbacks,  the  adminis- 
tration of  Viceroy  Galve  up  to  1691  had  given  gen- 
eral satisfaction,  and  the  arrival  in  November  of  a 
decree  extending  his  term  of  office  was  made  the  oc- 
casion for  a  public  rejoicing.  But  this  second  term 
proved  to  be  as  disastrous  as  the  previous  one  had 
been  for  the  most  part  prosperous.  Shortly  before  its 
commencement  inundation  and  famine  had  visited  the 
fair  valley  of  Mexico. 

Contrary  to  custom,  on  the  death,  in  1689,  of  the 
queen,  Dofia  Marfa  Luisa,  wife  of  CArlos  II.,  the 
usual  funeral  ceremonies  and  mouming  were  omitted," 
but  not  so  the  festivities  which,  a  year  later,  were 
celebrated  with  extraordinary  splendor  in  honor  of 
the  marriage  of  the  king  with  Mariana  de  Neoburgo. 

These  brilliant  festivities  were,  however,  interrupted 
on  the  9th  of  June  by  a  sudden  freshet  which  swept 
down  into  the  valley,  carrying  away  houses  and 
cattle,  destroying  in  its  course  the  wheat  crops  and 
the  flour  stored  in  the  mills,  and  inundating  for  a 
time  the  western  portion  of  the  city.  With  the  ex- 
ception of  a  slight  rain  on  the  preceding  day  the 
weather  in  the  city  and  its  vicinity  had  for  months 

I'Amoredetuled  account  is  given  in  Hist.  North  Mtx.  Slalrt,  this  Beri«8. 
"Cava,  TraSiglot, u.83-Qi  Morfi, Mem.  BM,  Tex.,US.,  100-11;  Jtivera, 
Gob.  J/m:.,L273,  270. 

■*  Ordenet  <U  la  Cortma,  MS.,  vL  80-1. 
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been  fair,  and  although  rain  at  this  early  period  was 
unusual,  the  storm  which  raged  on  the  morning  of 
the  9th  among  the  mountains  to  the  west  of  the 
valley  gave  no  cause  for  apprehension.  In  that 
region,  however,  the  rains  were  so  heavy  that  many 
natives  and  cattle  were  carried  away  by  the  flood, 
and  the  waters  of  the  swollen  streams  were  precipi- 
tated in  torrents  into  the  valley  below.  Fortunately 
precautions  had  been  taken  against  such  a  catastrophe 
by  the  viceroy  and  by  several  of  his  predecessors, 
whose  eflforts  have  already  been  related,  and  the 
waters  soon  subsided. 

A  month  later,  however,  a  more  serious  flood  oc- 
curred. On  the  11th  of  July  a  heavy  rain  began, 
and  continued  without  interruption  until  the  2 2d. 
The  whole  valley  was  now  inundated,  together  with 
a  large  portion  of  the  city,  and  communication  with 
the  surrounding  country  was  for  several  days  cut  off, 
causing  a  scarcity  of  provisions  in  the  capital.  Upon 
the  cessation  of  the  rains  the  viceroy  caused  abundant 
supplies  to  be  brought  to  the  city  in  canoes,  and  the 
archbishop  displayed  his  usual  charity  by  ministering 
to  the  wants  of  the  starving  natives. 

Galve  now  gave  his  attention  to  the  improvement 
of  the  drainage  system,  causing  the  sewers  of  the  city 
to  be  cleaned  and  extended,  new  ones  to  be  opened, 
and  repairs  made  on  the  canal  of  Huehuetoca.  The 
natural  channels  of  the  streams  were  cleared  of  ob- 
structions and  widened,  an  outlet  opened  for  the  pent- 
up  waters,  and  all  this  accomplished  in  an  incredibly 
short  time,  the  viceroy  animating  the  laborers  by  his 
frequent  presence,  and  even  expending  his  private 
funds  on  some  portions  of  the  work. 

But  a  more  serious  calamity  now  began  to  threaten 
the  capital.  Previous  to  the  23d  of  August  the  grain 
crop  in  its  vicinity  which  had  escaped  destruction  from 
flood  gave  promise  of  a  bountiful  harvest.  But  on 
this  date  a  total  eclipse  of  the  sun  occurred,  accom- 
panied by  intense  cold,  and  almost  immediately  the 
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bakers  in  consequence  refused  any  longer  to  make 
bread,  for  at  tbe  price  at  whicli  tliey  were  compelled 
to  sell  it  they  found  the  business  unprofitable,  and  a 
disturbance  was  averted  only  by  the  prompt  measures 
taken  by  the  viceroy  to  insure  a  sufficient  supply.** 

Murmurs  began  to  be  heard  on  all  sides,  and  not- 
withstanding the  strenuous  efforts  of  the  viceroy  to 
provide  a  supply  of  grain  the  suspicious  and  unrea- 
soning populace  would  not  credit  the  reported  failure 
of  the  crops  until  a  special  commissioner  was  sent 
into  the  valley  to  verify  the  report.  From  the  begin- 
ning Galve  adopted  every  measure  that  experience 
and  prudence  could  suggest  to  prevent  or  at  least 
mitigate  the  suffering  and  dangers  of  a  prolonged 
famine.  Officials  were  sent  among  the  farmers  of  the 
valley  and  interior  districts  to  purchase  all  the  surplus 
grain,  and  with  orders  to  seize  it  if  necessary.  The 
sale  of  grain  and  flour  in  the  city  by  private  individ- 
uals was  forbidden,  all  that  could  be  found  being 
collected  by  the  government  for  distribution  at  the 
public  granary.^  Tbe  use  and  cultivation  of  the  trigo 
hlnnquillo  which  was  unwisely  forbidden  in  1677,** 
was  also  permitted,  the  viceroy  having  induced  the 
church  authorities  to  remove  the  interdict  against  it. 

The  public  granary  was  now  placed  in  chaise  of  the 
municipal  authorities,  and  grain  could  be  purchased 
only  there.  In  November  of  1691,  the  daily  allow- 
ance for  each  individual  was  one  quart'dla,^  and  the 
daily  consumption  from  one  thousand  to  thirteen  hun- 
dred fanegaa.**    In  the  surrounding  country  the  suffer- 

''Tbe  difficaltj  vith  the  bakert  occarred  on  the  13tb  of  Sept,  sad  on  tbe 
following  day  there  nu  no  bread  to  be  had.  Boblee,  Diario,  ii.  67;  Carta  de 
VII  Pfligioso,  in  Doc.  Hist,  if  ex..  a^rie  ii.  tom.  iii.  310-11. 

'"  'Subndo  IS'  (Sept),  >eDibarg6  el  corregidor  toda  la  harina  &  Hurtado ;r 
i  Giierto  y  la  trajo  ik  la  Blli6ndiga.'  Hoblo,  Diario,  ii.  67. 

"The  Iriijo  blanijuUlo  waa  a  apeciea  of  wheat,  chiefly  cultivated  in  the 
bishopric  of  puebia,  of  enonooua  yield,  and  Buperior  in  every  respect  to  all 
other  kinds  produced  in  New  Spain,  for  eome  reosou  not  clearly  esploined 
it  was  denounced  aa  unwholesome,  and  its  use  and  cultivation  proliibited 
under  heavy  penaltiea  by  both  governmeat  and  church.  Movlxmayor,  Srma- 
r-o«,  (JO-1;  Sigwrna  >j  06ngora,  Carta,  MS.,  37-3;  Caria  de  iia  RdUjloto,  312. 

"  Equal  to  a.bDut  two  quurta. 

"  A  Wcga  is  about  equivalent  to  a  bushel  and  a  half. 
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ing  was  still  greater  than  in  the  city,  as  the  governor 
having  seized  most  of  their  grain,  many  of  the  inhab- 
itants were  compelled  to  beg  food  in  the  capital. 

Meanwhile  the  viceroy  did  not  relax  his  efforts  to 
maintain  the  supply.  In  April  1692,  a  meeting  of 
the  principal  civil  and  ecclesiastical  authorities  was 
called  for  this  purpose,  and  commissioners  were  kept 
constantly  busy  in  the  neighboring  districts  as  well  as 
in  those  more  remote,  collecting  and  forwarding  com. 
In  May  an  abundant  crop  of  wheat  was  harvested 
from  the  irrigated  lands  in  the  valley,  and  under  the 
belief  that  the  prevailing  high  price  would  induce  the 
farmers  to  bring  their  grain  to  the  capital  permis- 
sion for  its  free  sale  was  given.  Many,  however,  sold 
it  elsewhere,  and  this,  together  with  the  partial  failure 
in  the  remoter  districts,  owing  to  a  snow  storm  early 
in  April — a  rare  occurrence  in  the  valley  of  Mexico — 
caused  the  stock  in  the  capital  to  run  low  toward  the 
end  of  May.  Vigorous  measures  were  now  required, 
and  fresh  commissioners  were  despatched  with  orders 
to  confiscate  all  grain  wherever  found.  The  daily 
allowance  of  corn  in  the  city  was  also  reduced,  although 
a  sufficient  quantity  of  grain  was  obtained  by  the 
commissioners  to  insure  a  moderate  supply  until  the 
next  harvest. 

By  this  time  the  price  of  grain  had  increased  so 
enormously  that  a  load  of  wheat  which  usually  sold 
for  three  or  five  pesos  could  not  now  be  purchased  for 
less  than  twenty-four  pesos.^ 

^  The  load  of  com  which  was  ordinarily  sold  at  about  two  and  a  quartex 
pesos,  was  now  worth  seven.  The  loaf  of  wheaten  bread  asually  weighed  six* 
teen  ounces,  and  was  sold  for  half  a  real.  Its  price  continued  the  same,  but  ite 
weight  was  now  reduced  to  seven  ounces.  SigHenza  y  Odngora,  Carta,  MS., 
29,  41-2 ;  RobleSf  Diario,  ii  72-3 ;  Carta  de  un  Beligioso,  312. 
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The  suppressed  murmurs  of  the  populace  previously 
heard  agamst  the  government,  now  gave  place  to 
complaints  in  which,  the  viceroy  was  openly  accused 
of  speculating  in  grain ;  and  notwithstanding  the  pub- 
licity of  all  his  measures  and  the  character  of  the 
persons  commissioned  for  the  collection  and  distribu- 
tion of  supplies  this  unjust  charge  gained  a  ready 
credence  among  the  natives  and  lower  classes.  This 
grave  accusation  and  the  hostile  attitude  toward  the 
government  to  which  it  gave  rise  were  encouraged  by 
the  imprudent  language  of  a  Franciscan  friar,  during 
a  sermon  preached  in  the  cathedral  at  the  beginning 
of  Easter.  Notwithstanding  the  presence  of  the  vice- 
roy, oidores,  and  the  officials  of  the  various  tribunals, 
he  alluded  in  such  terras  to  the  existing  scarcity  as  to 
confirm  the  suspicions  of  his  audience,  who  loudly  ap- 
plauded him.' 

A  y  Gdngora,  Carta.  MS.,  40,  states  that  he  preached  'do  lo  que 
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The  populace,  urged  by  the  pangs  of  hunger  and 
by  their  fancied  grievances,  were  now  in  a  mood  which 
boded  ill  for  the  peace  and  safety  of  the  capital.  Yet, 
although  previous  outbreaks  had  shown  their  turbu- 
lent nature,  no  precaution  whatever  appears  to  have 
been  taken  to  guard  against  a  disturbance.  Affairs 
-were  ripe  for  an  outbreak.  The  city  was  divided  into 
nine  wards,  six  of  which  were  inhabited  wholly  by 
natives  having  their  own  governors.  The  total  popu- 
lation was  over  one  hundred  and  forty  thousand,  of 
whom  the  Spaniards  and  mixed  races  formed  but  a 
small  proportion.  A  large  part  of  the  lower  classes 
were  idle  and  dissolute,  and  among  them  were  many 
criminals.  The  name  saramullos  was  then  applied  to 
them  and  later  they  were  called  Uperos} 

The  usual  resorts  of  this  class  were  the  shops  where 
pulque  was  sold,  and  the  haratillo^  where  the  natives 
also  congregated,  and  where  all  plotted  against  and 
denounced  the  government  at  will,  free  from  the  inter- 
ference of  the  oflScers  of  justice.* 

The  natives  at  this  period,  especially  the  men,  were 
restless,  indolent,  and  vicious,  and  so  addicted  to  the 
use  of  pulque,  the  consumption  of  which  had  never 
been  so  great,  that  all  contemporary  writers  concur  in 
affirming  that  they  were  daily  under  its  influence. 
They  were  the  chief  complainers  against  the  govern- 
ment, and  were  constantly  encouraged  by  the  sara- 
mullos, who  eagerly  desired  an  outbreak  because  of 
the  opportunity  thus  afforded  them  for  plunder. 

To  oppose  these  dangerous  elements  there  was  in 

'*La  poblacion. .  .de  las  ^ndes  cindades  interiores  de  la  colonia,  cnya 
xnayoria  inmensa  se  compoma  entdnces,  como  se  compone  todavia  hoy  i>or 
desgracia,  de  esa  plebo  vagamunda  y  degradada  por  la  ignorancia  y  la  miseria, 
conocida  con  el  infaniante  apodo  de  Idperos.'  Lerdode  Tejada,  ApuiU,  Hint,, 
366.     See  also  Siguenza  y  Gdngora,  Carta,  MS.,  37. 

'  A  shop  or  collection  of  shops  in  the  main  plaza  where  cheap  and  second- 
class  wares  were  sold,  and  where  stolen  articles  were  also  disposed  of.  It  was 
freauented  by  vagabonds  and  criminals,  and  several  attempts  liad  already  been 
maae  by  the  authorities  to  abolish  it.  Riverp.,  Diario,  72;  Bobles,  Diario,  ii. 
26.  The  baratillo  was  not  abolished  until  several  years  later,  although  a 
c^ula  prohibiting  it  was  published  in  November  1689. 

*  *  Las  pulquenas  donde  por  condision  iniqua  y  contra  Dios  que  se  le  con- 
cedi6  al  Asentista  no  entra  justicia.*  Siguenza  y  Gdngora,  Carta,  MS.,  42. 
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the  capital  but  a  single  company  of  infantry,  of  less 
thaii  one  hundred  men,  who  did  duty  as  palace  guard, 
and  even  these  were  indifferently  armed  and  equipped. 
There  was  no  artillery,  no  store  of  small  arms  and 
ammunition,  and  no  organized  militia.  The  better 
class  of  Spaniards  for  the  most  part  possessed  weapons 
of  their  own,  but  as  subsequent  events  showed,  they 
would  not  act  together  in  time  of  need.  Without  the 
city  the  nearest  available  troops  were  the  distant  gar- 
risons of  Acapulco  and  Vera  Cruz.  Not  even  an 
organized  police  force  existed  which  could  be  made 
available  in  quelling  an  incipient  outbreak. 


Palace  or  Mexico. 

The  palace,  as  shown  by  the  accompanying  plan, 
was  provided  with  loopholes  for  infantry  and  em- 
brasures for  cannon,  but  in  the  disturbance  which 
followed  there  was  nothing  to  indicate  that  artillery 
was  placed  there.  In  the  construction  of  the  other 
buildings  of  the  capital  there  was  no  provision  made 
for  their  defence  save  that  afforded  by  the  thick  walls, 
heavy  barred  doors,  and  strong  shutters  and  iron  bars 
of  the  windows ;°    but  these  were  common  to  most 

*Sigueilz»  y  G6ngora,  Carta,  M3.,  49,  sun 
aa  tlie  '  culpoliilisiDio  dc«cuido  con  quevivin 
Uotnpo  quo  proBtuniinos  de  forDiidubleB.' 
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Spanish  houses,  and  of  course  ineffectual  against  the 
attacks  of  a  mob,  unless  a  strong  armed  force  were 
stationed  within. 

Although  the  greater  portion  of  the  dwellings  with 
their  massive  walls  of  stone  or  adobe,  their  tiled  roofs, 
and  solid  doors,  afforded  some  protection  for  life  and 
property  in  the  event  of  a  riot,  the  immense  quantity 
of  merchandise  contained  in  the  stalls  situated  in  the 
main  plaza  had  no  such  protection.  Here  were  built 
without  order  two  hundred  and  eighty  light  wooden 
structures,  styled  cajones,  in  which  native  and  foreign 
wares  of  all  descriptions  were  sold.  Among  them 
and  scattered  over  other  portions  of  the  public  square 
were  numberless  booths  of  canes  and  rushes,  for  the 
sale  of  fruit,  vegetables,  and  provisions,  giving  to  this 
plaza,  which  was  one  of  the  finest  in  the  world,  the 
appearance  of  an  irregular  village  of  huts. 

In  1658  several  of  the  stalls  were  destroyed  by  fire, 
and  during  the  confusion  which  ensued  many  were 
plundered.  In  the  following  year  orders  were  given 
for  the  plaza  to  be  cleared  of  both  stalls  and  booths,' 
but  the  danger  from  fire  and  thieves  being  quickly 
forgotten,  they  were  soon  restored  to  their  former 
location.  Later  the  attention  of  the  authorities  was 
called  to  the  danger  to  which  this  collection  of  un- 
guarded inflammable  structures  was  exposed,  but  with 
their  usual  apathy  they  paid  no  heed  to  the  matter 
until  a  second  and  greater  disaster  compelled  the  ap- 
plication of  a  permanent  remedy. 

Such  was  the  condition  of  the  capital  in  the  begin- 
ning of  June  1692.  Though  the  scarcity  of  grain  still 
continued,  the  careful  distribution  of  the  supply  daily 
received  at  the  public  granary  sufficed  to  keep  star- 
vation from  the  city.  The  natives,  however,  daily 
grew  bolder  and  more  insolent,  and  awaited  but  a 
pretext  to  revolt,  encouraged,  as  they  were,  by  the 

•Tho  stalls  were  removed  to  the  PlaaneU  del  Marqui!e  which  opens  into 
the  main  plaza,  imd  the  booths  to  the  Flazuela  de  la  Univcraidad.    IHcc. 
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inaction  of  the  authorities  which  they  conatrued  into 
fear.' 

The  desired  opportunity  soon  arrived.  On  Friday 
June  7th  the  corn  at  the  public  granary  gave  out  at 
six  o'clock  in  the  evening,  whereupon  several  native 
women  who  remained  to  be  served,  gave  vent  to  their 
disappointment  in  shrill  outcries  and  insulting  epithets. 
On  the  following  day  they  were  still  more  disorderly, 
shouting,  fighting,  pushing,  and  crowding  each  other, 
so  as  to  make  it  impossible  for  the  officers  to  proceed 
with  the  distribution.  Taking  advantage  of  this  con- 
fusion, several  attempted  to  help  themselves  to  corn, 
whereupon  one  of  the  officials,  finding  peaceful  meas- 
ures ineffectual,  seized  a  whip,  and  oy  laying  it  on 
right  and  left  succeeded  in  driving  them  back.  In  a 
few  minutes,  however,  they  suited  forward  again, 
headed  by  one  more  daring  than  the  rest.  The  offi- 
cial again  made  use  of  his  whip,  and  seizing  a  cane 
rained  a  shower  of  blows  on  the  head  and  shoulders 
of  the  leader  and  her  companions.  Exasperated  by 
this  treatment,  some  of  them  seized  their  leader,  and 
raising  her  on  their  shoulders  rushed  out  of  the  gran- 
ary, whence,  followed  by  nearly  two  hundred  of  their 
companions,  they  hastened  across  the  plaza  to  the 
palace  of  the  archbishop  and  demanded  to  see  him. 
The  attendants  refused,  but  listened  to  their  com- 
plaints, consoled  them  as  best  they  could,  and  dis- 
missed them.  Not  content  with  this  reception,  the 
crowd,  still  carrying  the  injured  woman,  proceeded  to 
the  viceregal  palace,  filling  its  lower  corridoi-s  and 
clamoring  for  an  interview  with  the  viceroy.  On 
being  told  that  he  was  absent,  they  tried  to  force 
their  way  into  the  viceregal  apartments,  but  were 
pushed  back  by  the  guards.  Thereupon  they  returned 
to  the  archiepiscopal  palace,  not  a  single  man  having 
joined  them  thus  far,  and  were  met  by  the  primate. 


'  In  the  public  granary  the  lodian  women  were  wnnetinies  aerved  before  n 
Spaniard,  and  this  confirmed  the  natives  in  tbeir  lielief  that  the  aatborities 
were  afraid  of  them.  Sigiieiaa  y  Oingora,  Carta,  M3.,  42. 
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To  him  they  repeated  their  complaints,  adding  that 
the  injured  woman  had  just  died.  Through  an  inter-  ■ 
preter  he  Bought  to  pacify  them,  and  despatched  a 
messenger  to  the  granary  officials,  requesting  that 
the  Indians  should  in  future  be  treated  with  more 
consideration.  After  another  fruitless  attempt  to 
obtain  an  interview  with  the  viceroy,  the  tumult 
ended  for  that  day.* 

On  the  return  of  the  viceroy  in  the  evening  he  gave 
orders  that  in  future  an  oidor  should  be  present  dur- 
ing the  distribution  of  corn,  for  to  a  lack  of  system  in 
this  matter  the  outbreak  was  attributed.  Instruc- 
tions were  also  issued  to  the  captain  of  the  palace 
guard  to  take  every  precaution  to  prevent  any  repeti- 
tion of  the  disturbance.  Pikes  were  to  be  made 
ready,  ammunition  to  be  distributed  to  the  troops, 
and  all  fire-arms  to  be  kept  loaded.*  No  uproar  oc- 
curred during  the  night,  nor  does  any  attempt  appear 
to  have  been  made  by  the  authorities  to  ajscertain  the 
state  of  aflfaira  in  the  native  wards  or  among  the  sara- 
mullos.  On  the  following  day,  the  8th  of  June,'^"  the 
native  women  appeared  as  usual  at  the  public  granary, 
and  with  the  exception  of  pushing  and  crowding  in 
their  attempt  to  gain  the  foremost  place,  the  presence 

*A  tomewhat  different  version  of  this  affair  is  ^ven  in  the  Carta  d€  vn 

Btligiogo,  315.  There  it  ia  stated  that  bat  one  visit  wea  made  to  the  arch- 
bishop, who  advised  that  one  or  two  of  them  should  go  and  lay  the  matter 
before  the  viceroy,  hut  that  his  counsel  was  disregarded,  and  the  women  dis- 
persed to  their  homes.  This  author,  however,  was  a  recluse  friar,  and, 
although  a  contemporaneoua  writer,  derived  his  intorniBition  from  others, 
while  Sigiienza  y  (ibngora,  whose  version  I  have  adopted,  was  a  prominent 
mail,  on  iutiuiata  terms  with  the  viceroy  and  other  government  officials,  and 
one  of  the  most  celebrated  writers  of  the  period. 

'According  to  the  Carta  de  nu  Ilf!i'jiiM>,  315-16,  previously  cited,  the 
viceroy  upon  Teaming  of  the  occurrence  immediately  sent  tor  the  coiregidor, 
whom  he  ordered  to  invegtigate  the  complaints,  and  sei'erely  punish  the  die- 
trihutors  of  com.  The  corregidor,  however,  soon  returned  declaring  that  the 
cliarges  of  the  Indian  women  agaiiist  the  officiale  at  the  granary  were  false, 
Dothing  unusual  having  occurred  there  during  the  day.  ReaSBured  by  this 
statement  and  the  opinion  of  several  gentlemen  that  it  was  only  a  drunken 
affair  of  the  natives,  the  viceroy  contented  liimself  with  ordeiing  that  an 
ofBcial  of  his  own  selection  should  superintend  the  distribution  on  the  fol- 
lowing day. 

"Cavo,  Trei  Siglot,  ii.  81,  erroneously  gives  Jane  9th  as  the  date,  and 
Zamacois,  Ilut.  Her. ,  v.  468,  x.  1302,  that  of  June  ISth.  This  latter,  how- 
ever, ttiough  occurring  in  two  different  places,  is  evidently  a  misprint. 
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of  the  oidor  prevented  a  repetition  of  the  previous  dis- 
order. During  the  early  hours  quiet  reigned  through- 
out  the  city,  and  the  authorities,  fearing  no  danger, 
neglected  to  take  further  precautions. 

The  viceroy,  however,  was  ill  at  ease.  Leaving  his 
breakfast  untouched,  he  repaired  to  the  convent  of 
Santo  Domingo  to  hear  mass,  and  his  appearance  was 
greeted  with  a  murmur  of  disapproval  by  the  assem- 
bled worshippers,  who  regarded  him  as  the  cause  of 
their  present  suflFerings.  About  four  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon  he  attended  service  at  the  Augustine  con- 
vent, and  thence  proceeded,  as  was  his  custom,  to 
the  convent  of  San  Francisco.  The  usual  procession 
ended,  he  entered  the  convent  to  converse  with  the 
friars,  when  suddenly  the  sound  of  tumult,  accom- 
panied by  the  report  of  fire-arms,  was  heard.  The 
viceroy  started  up  to  go  to  the  palace,  but  in  this  he 
was  prevented  by  his  few  attendants,  and  by  the 
friars,  who,  gathering  about  him,  represented  the 
danger  of  such  an  attempt,  the  streets  being  already 
filled  with  excited  natives,  who  with  loud  cries  were 
hurrying  from  all  quarters  toward  the  plaza. 

But  five  hundred  fanegas  of  corn  were  received  at 
the  public  granary  on  this  day,  and  by  five  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon  the  supply  was  exhausted,  while  there 
were  still  many  to  be  served.  This  caused  a  great 
commotion  among  the  native  women,  during  which 
one  of  them  fell  to  the  ground,  whether  intentionally 
is  not  known,  and  was  trampled  upon  and  injured  by 
her  companions. 

The  r61e  of  the  previous  day  is  again  performed,  but 
with  more  fatal  results.  The  injured  woman  is  placed 
on  the  back  of  an  Indian,  who  runs  with  her  to  the 
baratillo,  and  thence,  having  been  joined  by  a  number 
of  the  saramuUas,  to  the  palace  of  the  archbishop,  the 
crowd  following  with  wild  cries  and  shouts  of  rage. 
A  demand  to  see  the  archbishop  is  again  made,  and  is 
again  denied  by  the  attendants,  whereupon  they  are 
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crowd,  now  numbering  ten  thousand."  "Death  to 
the  viceroy  and  corregidor,"  they  cry,  "death  to  those 
who  have  all  the  corn  and  are  killing  us  with  hungerl" 
It  is  half  past  six;  and  though  thirty  minutes  have 
scarcely  elapsed  since  the  beginning  of  hostilities,  the 
plaza  is  filled  with  the  populace.  Eager  for  plunder 
they  join  in  the  cries  against  the  government,  shout- 
ing, "Death  to  the  viceroy  and  all  who  defend  him!" 
while  the  echo  from  hundreds  swells  the  uproar, 
"Death  to  the  Spaniards  and  gachupines  who  are 
eating  our  corn  I"" 

At  this  juncture  the  archbishop  approaches  on  foot 
with  uplifted  cross,  and  surrounded  by  his  attendants. 
Little  regard  is  shown  him,  however,  for  his  coach- 
man, who  was  sent  on  before,  is  knocked  from  his 
seat  by  a  stone,  and  missiles  begin  to  fall  so  thickly 
that  the  primate  and  his  companions  are  glad  to  make 
good  their  escape.  The  guards  in  the  palace  make  no 
further  attempt  to  disperse  the  rioters.  After  some 
thirty  shots  from  the  roof,  firing  ceases;  for  not  only 
are  many  of  the  soldiers  disabled,  but  their  ammuni- 
tion is  exhausted. 

The  rioters  continue  to  storm  the  palace,  but  find- 
ing that  little  harm  is  done  they  resolve  to  bum  it 
down,  no  longer  fearing  those  within.  The  booths  in 
the  plaza  afford  an  abundance  of  combustible  material, 
and  dry  rushes  and  reeds  are  soon  heaped  against  the 
wooden  doors  and  set  ablaze.  The  city  hall  is  also 
fired;  and  while  some  are  thus  engaged,  others  seize 
the  coach  of  the  corregidor,  whose  residence  forms  a 
portion  of  that  building,  set  fire  to  it,  and  with  the 
mules  attached  drive  it  in  triumph  around  the  plaza, 
finally  killing  the  wildly  affrighted  animals.  The  cor- 
regidor and  his  wife  are  fortunately  absent;  else  their 

■'This  sudden  IncreaM  in  the  nomben  of  the  mob,  ham  200  to  10.000,  \» 
accoimted  for  by  the  fact  that  the  plaza  could  be  reached  within  less  than 
half  an  hour  from  all  parts  of  the  city. 

"  Accoriling  to  Bobles,  at  the  first  alarm  moat  of  the  Spaniards  shut  them- 
aelvcBup  in  their  houses,  whence  but  few  issued  till  the  riot  was  over.  Diario, 
ii.  BO.  Sigiienza  y  GiiDgora  faila  to  account  for  this  lack  of  courage  on  tha 
part  of  hia  countrymen. 
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who  dare  not  openly  protect  their  property,  yet  are 
unable  to  witness  its  loss  with  indifference.  Merchants 
yesterday  they  are  robbers  now,  and  may  as  well  rob 
themselves  as  be  robbed  by  their  comrades.  So  they 
join  in  the  attack  on  their  own  stalls,  being  some- 
times the  first  to  enter,  and  if  possible  to  seize  and 
carry  to  a  place  of  safety  some  of  their  own  effects. 
Others,  affecting  an  air  of  resignation,  encourage  the 
pillage  of  their  stalls,  and  then  stealthily  follow  the 
plunderer  and  relieve  him  of  his  load  by  a  sudden 
blow  or  deadly  thrust.  Many  of  the  rioters  are  run 
through  at  the  entrance  to  the  streets  by  the  groups 
of  exasperated  Spaniards,  as  they  are  tauntingly 
defied  by  the  passmg  rabble,  and  not  a  few  perish  in 
the  flames. 

While  the  many  are  thus  engaged,  a  few  hasten  to 
the  palace  of  the  marques  del  Valle,  to  fire  it.  The 
flames  have  reached  the  balconies,  when  the  treas- 
urer of  the  cathedral,  Manuel  de  Escalante  y  Men- 
doza,  arrives  accompanied  by  a  few  ecclesiastics,  and 
bearing  the  uncovered  host.  All  other  means  proving 
unavailing,  this  pious  proceeding  is  adopted,  in  the 
hope  of  saving  the  city.  Exhortations  accompany  the 
act  of  elevating;  and  finally  a  number  of  the  more  re- 
ligious rascals  temporarily  extinguish  the  flames  in  the 
palace  of  the  marques.  Here,  however,  their  for- 
bearance ceases,  for  they  at  once  hurry  away  to  join 
their  companions  in  the  work  of  plunder  elsewhere. 
To  add  to  the  solemn  terror  of  the  occasion  all  the 
bells  begin  to  ring,  but  it  is  the  call  to  prayers,  and 
not  to  arms.  Following  the  example  of  the  cathe- 
dral treasurer,  the  religious  orders  next  appear  march- 
ing in  procession,  with  uplifted  crosses  and  solemn 
chants.  Their  efforts,  however,  avail  but  little;  they 
are  greeted  with  a  shower  of  stones,  and  dispersed; 
and  although  singly  or  in  groups  they  continue  their 
exhortations  in  different  parts  of  the  plaza,  the  rioters 
disregard  them,  or  reply  with  jeers. 

These  exciting  events  have  occupied  but  a  short 
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time,  for  it  is  yet  hardly  nine,  and  the  plaza,  which 
for  the  last  three  hours  has  been  thronged  with  the 
canaille  of  the  capital,  is  fast  becoming  deserted.  The 
rioters  have  for  the  most  part  retired  with  their  plun- 
der, and  among  the  few  that  remain  the  religious  still 
continue  their  fruitless  exhortations.  Despite  the 
efforts  of  the  guard  and  those  of  the  few  citizens  who 
have  ventured  to  show  themselves,  the  fire  in  the 
viceregal  palace  and  city  hall  still  burns,  and  the  stalls 
and  booths  are  one  mass  of  flames. 

At  this  juncture  the  count  of  Santiago  with  a  num- 
ber of  armed  citizens,  collected  by  order  of  the  vice- 
roy, appear  in  the  plaza  and  open  fire  on  the  crowd, 
but  are  induced  to  stop  by  the  religious,  who  declare 
that  many  innocent  persons  will  thus  be  slain.  As 
there  is  nothing  further  to  be  feared  from  the  people 
remaining  in  the  plaza,  the  citizens  direct  their  efforts 
to  subduing  the  flames.  With  the  aid  of  the  prison- 
ers from  the  palace  jail,'*  who  have  barely  escaped 
with  their  own  lives,  and  of  the  inmates  of  the  vice- 
regal palace  who  are  forgotten  by  the  mob  while  intent 
on  plundering  the  stalls,  everything  of  value  in  the 
viceregal  apartments  is  saved,  and  the  females  of  the 
household  are  conveyed  in  safety  through  the  plaza  to 
the  palace  of  the  archbishop.  Prominent  among  those 
to  whose  enei^y  and  presence  of  mind  the  saving  of 
many  valuable  papers  is  due,  is  Cdrlos  de  Sigiienza 
y  G6ngora.  Entering  the  plaza  before  the  flames  are 
kindled,  he  remains  throughout  the  disturbance,  ac- 
companying the  bishop  on  his  mission  of  peace,  and 
later  the  cathedral  treasurer;  then  helping  to  fight 
the  fire  in  the  viceregal  palace,  where  he  personally 
rescues  important  archives,  and  finally  repairing  to  the 
city  hall  in  time  to  snatch  from  the  flames  a  portion 
of  the  cabildo  records. 

The  riot  was  now  virtually  at  an  end,  and  additional 

"  In  consideration  o(  their  wrvicea  thapriaonsra  were  al!  pardoned,  Sigii- 
ttaa  y  Odngora,  Carta,  MS.,  70-1;  Cava,  TraSiglot,  ii.  81-2.  Eobles,  Diario, 
ii.  93-1,  says  simply  that  prisonerB  escaped. 
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assistance  arriving,  the  further  progress  of  the  fire  was 
checked,  although  it  continued  to  burn  fiercely  until 
the  following  Tuesday.  Meanwhile  the  viceroy  was 
still  at  the  Franciscan  convent.  At  the  first  alarm 
the  doors  of  the  building  were  closed,  and  nothing 
could  induce  the  terrified  inmates  to  open  them,  except 
for  the  admission  of  the  countess,  whose  absence  had 
been  an  additional  cause  of  anxiety.  Early  in  the  day 
she  had  set  out  on  a  visit  to  the  gardens  of  San 
Cosme,  and  was  already  returning  when  the  outbreak 
occurred.  Upon  nearing  the  plaza  the  coachman 
seeing  the  disturbance  turned  back  and  drove  hurriedly 
to  the  convent,  where  the  countess  arrived  without 
mishap.  As  the  riot  progressed  several  persons 
knocked  at  the  doors  for  admission,  but  the  friars 
fearing  for  the  safety  of  the  viceroy  and  countess  re- 
fused all  admission.  Later  in  the  evening  several 
prominent  persons  came  to  offer  their  services  to  Galve 
and  were  admitted. 

Informed  of  the  condition  of  affairs  he  immediately 
issued  such  orders  as  seemed  necessary  under  the  cir- 
cumstances. As  we  have  seen,  the  count  of  Santiago 
with  another  ofl&cial  was  ordered  to  summon  the  citi- 
zens and  disperse  the  rioters ;  the  regidor  Juan  Aguirre 
de  Espinosa  received  instructions  to  proceed  without 
delay  to  the  province  of  Chalco,  seize  all  the  corn  he 
could  find,  and  forward  it  to  the  city,  so  that  it  should 
arrive  by  morning;  another  commissioner  was  sent  to 
meet  the  mule  train  with  corn  from  Celaya,  and  bring 
it  with  all  possible  speed  into  the  city;  all  the  bakers 
were  notified  to  make  three  times  the  usual  quantity 
of  bread,  and  the  butchers  and  fruit  and  vegetable 
dealers  were  enjoined  to  provide  full  supplies  for  the 
following  day.  Next  the  viceroy  despatched  couriers 
to  Puebla  and  other  principal  towns  to  warn  the  au- 
thorities, lest  the  example  of  the  natives  in  the  capital 
should  be  followed  elsewhere. 

Armed  citizens  patrolled  the  streets  in  the  Spanish 
quarters  during  the  remainder  of  the  night,  but  no 
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that  the  native  ward  of  Santiago  Tlaltelulco  was 
deserted.  The  most  active  measures  were  therefore 
taken  to  prevent  another  uprising,  and  for  the  arrest 
and  punishment  of  the  rioters,  and  the  recovery  of 
the  stolen  property.  Orders  were  issued  for  the 
immediate  enrolment  of  all  citizens.  Several  compa- 
nies of  infantry  and  cavalry  were  organized,  two  of 
the  latter  at  the  expense  of  the  royal  treasury. ^^  For 
several  days  the  troops  patrolled  the  streets;  and, 
although  save  a  few  false  alarms  everything  remained 
quiet,  the  stores  and  schools  continued  closed,  and  for 
three  days  no  church  bells  were  rung  nor  service  held.^ 
The  saramullos  were  to  be  feared,  however,  no  less 
than  the  natives,  and  their  contempt  for  the  author- 
ities was  expressed  by  posting,  during  the  night,  in 
conspicuous  places,  pasquinades  ridiculing  them  for 
their  want  of  courage  and  energy.^* 

Great  care  was  now  taken  that  the  supply  of  grain 
should  not  fail ;  and  although  for  a  time  there  was  oc- 
casional evidence  of  scarcity,  within  two  months  the 
weight  of  bread,  which  a  short  time  before  the  begin- 
ning of  the  riot  had  been  reduced  to  seven  ounces,  was 
increased  first  to  ten  and  finally  to  fourteen  ounces. 
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'^Robles,  DiariOj  ii.  95-6,  99,  says  eight  companies  of  cavalry,  besides 
two  of  mulattoes  coid  two  of  negroes.  A  commercial  battalion  and  a  company 
of  negroes  are  mentioned  in  Carta  de  un  Religioso^  329-30,  and  Sigtlenza  y  G<Sn- 
gora,  Cartttt  MS. ,  76,  mentions  two  companies  of  cavalry  onljr. 

*®  On  June  9th,  and  again  two  days  Lalfcr,  considerable  fnght  was  caused 
by  the  report  that  a  body  of  armed  Indians  were  entering  the  city.  A 
reconoissance,  however,  showed  that  there  was  no  cause  for  alarm.  Sobles, 
Diario^  ii.  98-9. 

*^  On  the  morning  of  the  9th  two  pasquinades  were  found,  one  fastened 
to  the  walb  of  the  palace,  one  of  which  read,  *  Este  corral  se  alquila  para 
callos  de  la  tierra  y  gallinas  de  Castilla;*  the  other,  '  Repr^sentase  la  comedia 
famosa  de  Peor  estd  que  estabd.  *  Robles^  Diarlo^  ii.  90-7. 

^  During  July  the  retailing  of  grain  was  forbidden  by  both  government 
and  church.  RobUs,  Diario^  iL  103.  According  to  SigQenza  y  G6ngora,  Carta, 
MS.,  76-7,  on  the  9th  the  viceroy  ordered  that  the  whole  supply  of  grain 
should  bo  distributed  gratis  among  the  populace.  Meanwhile  a  vigorous 
search  had  been  made  for  the  plunder,  and  resulted  in  the  recovery  of  a  large 
portion  of  it,  and  the  arrest  of  many  natives  in  whose  possession  it  was  found. 
Most  of  the  clothing,  dry  goods,  and  other  articles  stolen  from  the  stalls 
was,  however,  found  during  subsequent  days  lying  on  the  streets,  where 
it  had  been  thrown  during  the  night,  in  all  probability  by  the  saramullos, 
for  few  of  them  appear  to  have  wen  arrested.  By  Tuesday,  goods  to  the 
value  of  70,000  pesos  had  been  recovered  and  returned  to  the  owners.  Robles, 
Jjiario,  ii.  98-9. 
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Although  the  saramullos  took  part  in  the  pillage 
of  the  stalls,  if  not  in  setting  fire  to  the  viceroy's  pal- 
ace, they  for  the  most  part  escaped  punishment,  the 
principal  victims  being  natives.  The  first  execution 
took  place  on  the  1 1th  of  June.  Three  Indians,  taken 
in  the  act  of  setting  fire  to  the  palace,**  were  shot  in 
the  plaza  under  the  gallows,  erected  in  place  of  the 
one  destroyed;  and  in  the  afternoon  their  hands  were 
cut  off,  and  some  nailed  to  the  gallows,  and  others  to 
the  door-posts  of  the  palace.  Between  this  date  and 
the  twenty-first  of  the  following  August  thirty-aix 
Indians  or  both  sexes  and  a  few  mestizos  were  pub- 
licly whipped,  and  eleven  natives  and  one  mestizo 
were  hanged.  A  Spaniard  who  took  part  in  the  riot, 
and  died  of  his  wounds  in  hospital,  was  exposed  on 
the  gibbet.  The  last  one  put  to  death  was  a  lanie 
Indian,  who  was  believed  to  have  been  the  captain 
of  the  rioters." 

A  few  days  later  news  was  received  in  the  capital 
of  an  Indian  revolt  at  Tlascala.'*  The  outbreak  had 
taken  place  on  the  previous  Saturday,  that  being  the 
usual  market-day,  on  which  the  inhabitants  of  the 
surroundmg  country  repaired  to  the  city  to  purchase 

"  Four  were  esptnred,  but  one  had  died  on  the  night  of  the  lOti,  either 
from  poison  ■elf-administered  or  from  ill-treatment.  SisQenza  y  G6ngoi^ 
Carta,  MS.,  7S,  aaja  he  committed  suicide,  but  iiobles,  Dvirio,  ii.  98,  states 
'pero  utio  Be  matA  antes  con  veneno,  segun  se  dijo  entonoes,  y  pareca  que  del 
tnaltralo  que  le  dieron.' 

"Robl-s,  Diario,  i_L  08-106-  SigUenza  y  Gl5ngo^^  Carta,  MS.,  78,  writ- 
ing August  30tb  of  this  year,  aayi  that  besides  the  three  who  were  shot,  iive 
or  six  were  hanged  and  one  burned;  luid  tbat  a  few  days  afterward  many  were 
whipped,  while  others  were  detained  in  prison  awaiting  trial.  In  the  Ca-rUi 
dt  un  Rellipoto,  it  is  stated  that  the  four  Indians  captured  at  tba  palace  were 
executed  on  Monday  the  Kh,  and  mentioa  is  made  of  tlie  other  executions. 
Gavo,  Tra  Siglot,  ii.  82,  Bays  that  eigbt  of  lie  populace  who  were  found  to 
have  been  implicated  in  the  outbreak  were  executed,  and  many  others  con- 
demned to  be  whipped.  He  is  indorsed  by  Rivera,  Qob.  Mex.,  L  275.  The 
ts  of  Boble*  are  to  be  preferred  in  this  inatancB,  ae  he  gives  from  day 


to  day  the  more  Important  ovents  of  this  period.  Various  decrees  were  issued 
relating  to  the  conduct  of  the  natives.  On  June  10th  they  were  forbidden 
tinder  penalty  of  death  to  collect  on  the  streets  in  groups  of  more  than  five; 
two  days  later  all  those  residing  in  the  Spanish  quarter  were  ordered  to  re* 
move  to  the  native  wards,  hat  this  ordinance  doea  not  appear  to  bavo  been 
obeyed  until  tbe  15th.  when  it  was  repeated. 

>>  Od  the  16th  of  Jnne,  dnring  the  absence  of  the  governor  and  principal 
lords  of  Tlascala,  who  had  rcpsiied  to  tiie  capital  to  tnider  their  Mrvicet. 
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provisions.  The  load  of  maize  was  then  worth  five 
pesos,  but  the  natives  from  two  adjoining  towns  de- 
manded that  it  should  be  sold  for  less,  whereupon  the 
alcalde  mayor,  Fernando  de  Bustamante,  finally  con- 
sented to  make  a  reduction  of  one  peso.  This,  how- 
ever, did  not  pacify  them,  and  they  immediately  seized 
upon  the  maize  lying  in  the  plaza.  Without  a  suffi- 
cient force  to  support  his  authority,  the  alcalde  mayor 
knew  that  it  would  be  vain  to  oppose  them,  and  they 
were  allowed  to  carry  oflf  the  maize  unmolested. 
About  midday,  however,  noting  an  increasing  excite- 
ment among  the  natives,  and  fearing  an  outbreak  sim- 
ilar  to  the  one  in  the  capital,  he  caused  a  drum  to  be 
beaten  in  the  streets  as  a  signal  for  the  Spaniards  to 
muster  at  the  city  hall.  It  was  now  two  o'clock,  and 
but  six  Spaniards  had  answered  the  summons,  when 
a  large  body  of  natives  gathered  around  the  building, 
and  meeting  with  no  opposition,  set  fire  to  it.  The 
alcalde  and  his  companions  stood  to  their  post  until  a 
reenforcement  of  twenty  citizens  enabled  them  to 
attack  and  disperse  the  rioters.  Assistance  soon  ar- 
rived from  different  points,  including  a  company  of 
cavalry  from  the  capital.  Order  was  restored,  and 
the  principal  rioters  punished;  but  during  the  dis- 
turbance the  greater  part  of  the  city  hall  was  ae- 
stroyed,  and  one  hundred  natives  and  three  Spaniards 
killed.^ 

Quiet  was  now  restored^  in  the  capital  and  through- 
out the  kingdom.     On  the  16  th  the  cabildo  met  for 

**  Sixty  of  the  rioters  were  executed.  Sigiienza  y  Odngora,  Carta^  MS. ,  80; 
BobleSj  DiariOj  ii.  98-104.  The  Carta  de  un  Beligioso,  237,  giyes  a  some- 
what differeDt  account.  The  scene  of  the  riot  is  placed  at  Santa  Cruz,  a 
native  town  of  some  7,000  inhabitants,  in  the  vicinity  of  Tkscala.  The  riot- 
ers sought  to  kill  the  alcalde  mayor,  who,  however,  escaped;  the  religious 
appeared  with  the  host,  but  were  stoned  and  compelled  to  take  refuge  in  the 
church;  a  force  of  300  infantry  and  100  cavalry  waa  ordered  from  Vera  Cruz; 
and  the  Tlascalan  Indians  sent  a  message  to  the  viceroy  protesting  their  inno- 
cence, and  offering  to  furnish  400  warriors.  Cavo,  Tres  SigloSy  makes  no  men- 
tion of  this  affair.     Rivera,  Qoh.  Mex.,  i.,  gives  an  erroneous  account. 

**  Robles,  DiariOy  ii.  103,  states  that  on  July  10th  intelligence  was  received 
at  the  capital  of  a  riot  in  Guadalajara,  in  which  two  oidores  had  been  stoned. 
This,  however,  was  no  doubt  a  false  rumor,  as  no  further  reference  is  made  to 
it,  nor  is  it  mentioned  by  any  other  authority. 
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the  first  time  since  the  riot,  but  the  sessions  of  the 
audiencia  were  not  resumed  until  the  30th.^  On  this 
latter  date  the  viceroy  made  a  full  report  to  the  crown 
of  the  riot  and  of  his  subsequent  measures,  which  were 
approved.^ 

Habitual  intoxication  among  the  natives  was  justly 
regarded  as  one  of  the  chief  causes  of  the  late  out- 
break, and  the  use  or  sale  of  pulque  in  the  city 
was  strictly  forbidden,  though  the  order  was  little 
regarded,  and  to  deprive  the  natives  of  a  beverage  to 
the  use  of  which  they  had  been  accustomed  from 
childhood  was  a  measure  of  doubtful  policy.^  On 
the  19th  of  July,  the  day  on  which  the  manufacture 
and  sale  of  the  liquor  was  prohibited  throughout  New 
Spain  under  heavy  penalties,®  a  mestizo  was  whipped 
in  the  capital  for  having  in  his  possession  a  pitcher 
of  pulque.^  In  a  few  years,  however,  its  use  and  sale 
were  again  permitted.^^ 

Neither  stalls  nor  booths  were  again  allowed  to  be 
erected  in  the  plaza,  and  in  their  place  a  spacious 

^  The  cabildo  had  selected  as  temporary  council  rooms  the  new  hall  of  the 
public  granary,  and  the  audiencia  occupied  a  portion  of  the  palace.  Parian, 
CoL  Doc,  11-13,  in  Varioa  ImpreaoSy  i.;  Roblea,  Diario,  ii.  ICfe. 

*^  Parian,  Col,  Doc.,  14;  Rivera,  Gob.  Mex.  i.  275.  Galve  suspended  the 
captain  of  the  palace  guard  and  sent  him  to  the  fortress  of  Uliia,  pending  the 
investigation  oi  his  conduct.  This  act  caused  no  little  surprise  and  comment, 
as  his  conduct  on  the  evening  of  the  riot  was  generally  applauded.  Carta  de 
un  Relinioao,  388-9.  Moreover  it  was  remarked  that  during  the  riot  the  vice- 
roy had  remained  securely  guarded  withla  the  walls  of  a  convent.  The-  cap- 
tam  was  reinstated.  Rohlta,  Diario,  ii.  96,  100. 

"  The  viceroy  had  previously  written  to  the  king  in  regard  to  its  evil 
effects,  but  nothing  appears  to  have  been  done.  Sigiienza  y  Gdngora,  Carta, 
MS.,  78.  Cavo,  Tree  Siglos,  ii.  82-3,  believes  that  a  book  written  about  this 
time  on  the  evils  caused  by  the  excessive  use  of  pulque  was  due  to  the  influ- 
ence of  Viceroy  Galve.     See  also  Robles,  Diario,  ii.  96-7. 

^  The  penalty  for  Spaniards  was  200  pesos,  and  for  Indians,  whipping  and 
hard  labor.  Robles,  Diario,  ii.  103-4. 

so  During  August  the  use  of  mattings  in  the  plaza  was  prohibited,  and  on 
the  15th  of  this  month  all  roofs  composed  of  shincles  were  ordered  to  bo  re- 
moved within  24  hours.  All  natives  were  foi  bidden  to  appear  in  the  streets 
of  the  capital  after  dark;  and  a  few  days  later  they  were  forbidden  to  wear 
shoes  or  cloaks.  Mestizos  were  compelled  to  present  themselves,  and  were 
not  allowed  to  carry  swords.  Roble.^,  Diario,  ii.  103-4.  According  to  Cavo, 
Tree  Siglos,  it  82,  the  Indians  were  compelled  to  cut  off  their  forelock,  and 
thereafter  to  conform  to  the  native  custom  in  the  manner  of  wearing  their  hair 
and  dress. 

'*  The  boratillo  was  not  finally  abolished  until  1696.  C^dulaa  Reales,  MS.» 
ii.  17a 
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stoae  building  -was  begun  in  1695,  and,  witb  the  ex- 
ception of  certain  parts  of  ita  interior,  finished  in. 
1703.  It  was  first  called  the  Alcaicerfa  de  la  Plaza 
Mayor,  because  built  after  the  manner  of  the  raw- 
silk  market  in  Manila.  Ita  name  was  soon  afterward 
changed  to  the  Parian." 

During  the  next  year  nothing  worthy  of  note 
occurred  in  the  capital."  In  1693  the  rebuilding  of 
the  palace  was  begun,  and  in  course  of  time  this 
structure  assumed  m^^ificent  proportions.  Although 
occupied  in  1697  by  viceroy  Montezuma,  it  was  not 
completed  until  nearly  a  hundred  years  later." 

About  the  end  of  the  eighteenth  century  the  palace 
is  described  as  a  magnificent  building,  covering  four 
squares,  and  exceeding  in  extent  the  largest  building 
in  Madrid.  It  had  a  handsome  facade,  and  within 
were  three  courtyards,  each  communicating  with  the 
other.  Facing  tiie  largest  of  the  three  were  situated 
the  haUs  of  the  audiencia,  with  all  ita  offices,  and  those 
of  the  other  tribunals.  This  was  called  the  palace 
court  to  distinguish  it  from  the  others,  and  a  fountain, 
whose  central  figure  was  a  bronze  horse,  occupied  its 
center.  Here  also  was  the  principal  entrance  to  the 
palace.  Adjoining  this  court  was  that  on  which  the 
viceregal  apartments  faced,  a  series  of  spacious  rooms 
occupying   the    upper  portion  of  the   building   and 

"  So  called  bec&iue  its  interior  resembled  that  of  the  oriental  baamr.  In 
1T03  the  buildi»K.  witb  98  Btolla,  was  completed,  at  a  coat  of  97,052  peeot; 
between  1757  and  M94  83  more  were  added,  m^ing  in  all  ISl  atoll*,  and  tbe 
total  coBt  of  the  buUding  141,570  pesos.  Parian,  Cot.  Doc.,  1-2,  22,  49; 
Did-.  f7nin.,T.  738-0. 

*^ThemaintenBnce  of  orderin  tbo  ci^  was  henceforth  auared  by  theor* 
gaDi^ation  of  two  regiments  of  militia.  Notwithstanding  the  frequent  order* 
of  tbe  crown,  the  two  cavalrj  companies  formed  on  the  9th  of  June  and  sup- 
I«irt<Hl  by  the  royal  treasury  were  not  abolished  until  the  end  ot  1696.  Parian, 
Col.  Doc..  13-10.    The  final  decree  abolishing  them  was  dated  Oct.  9, 1096. 

"Work  onthe  ^dace  was  begunabout  the  middle  of  February  under  the 
direction  of  Fray  Diego  de  Yalverde,  an  Augustine  friar.  MabUt,  Diario,  ii. 
125-6.  During  the  admiDistration  ot  Viceroy  Galva  the  Bom  of  195,544  pesos 
was  cipendod  in  the  work.  In  future  adminiatraitionH  appropriation  b  of  a 
greater  or  leas  amount  were  mode,  that  during  the  rule  of  Viceroy  Floras, 
1787-9,  being  the  last.  According  to  an  official  report  mode  in  1792  by  order 
of  Viceroy  Revillai  Gigedo,  the  t^tol  amount  expended  in  its  reoonstrnctim 
was  761,007  pesos.  Alaman,  Diatrt.  Hid.  Mtx.,  iii.  app.  100-2, 
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fiherl  the  capital  of  New  Mexico,  and  received  the 
submission  of  several  other  towns.  In  1696  another 
revolt  occurred,  in  which  five  niissipnaries  and  twenty 
colonists  lost  their  lives  and  many  towns  were  aban- 
doned, but  before  the  end  of  the  year  quiet  was  re- 
stored. Henceforth  the  natives  continued  submissive 
to  Spanish  rule." 

Owing  to  ill-bealtb  the  viceroy  had  several  times 
asked  to  be  relieved,  and  his  petition  was  finally 
granted  in  July  of  1695.  He  left  Mexico  City  on 
the  10th  of  May  of  the  following  year,  and  died  soon 
after  his  arrival  in  Spain.  His  justice,  moderation, 
zeal,  and  ability  won  for  him  the  esteem  of  the  people 
and  the  approval  of  the  crown.  At  his  residencia  the 
oidor  Charcon  brought  thirty  charges  against  him, 
but  failing  to  prove  tbem  was  banished  from  the  city,** 

Prominent  among  noted  Mexicans  of  colonial  times  (tandi  CArloa  de  Sig- 
flenza  j  GAngoro,  a  man  of  learning  and  varied  attainments.  A  native  of  the 
capital,  where  be  was  born  in  1045,  he  inherited  bis  toate  for  study  from  his 
father,  Cdrloa  de  SigOenza,  a  man  of  auperior  intelligence  who  had  in  bis 
native  country  been  instructor  to  tbo  prince  Don  Baltazar  Cdrlos.  At  in 
early  age  be  gave  indications  of  posiesiing  talents  of  a  high  order,  and  at 
Beventeen  such  was  tbo  proficiency  which  be  bad  atteined  in  literature, 
mathematJCB,  physics,  and  aatronomy,  that  in  Mexico,  a  country  then  almost 
void  of  edncational  faciUties,  he  was  regarded  as  a  prodigy.  This  drew  apon 
bim  the  attention  of  the  Jesuits,  in  whose  order  at  that  time  centred  the 
learning  of  New  Spain.  Seduced  by  the  wiles  of  those  crafty  fathers,  as 
some  author!  aooert,  Sigilenza,  after  a  novitiate  of  less  than  two  years  at  the 
college  of  Tcpotzotlan,  took  his  first  vows  on  the  fifteenth  of  August  1002. 
Under  the  iostructiou  of  the  Jesuits,  which  at  this  period  produced  a  Cla- 
vigero  and  an  Alegre,  SigUensa  continued  bis  studies,  perfecting  himself  in  the 
classics,  and  acquiring  the  snperior  literary  judgment  and  taste  for  archceolog- 
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232,  cites  the  Imperio  Chichimeeo,  bb  Del  Origin  de  la*  Indiot  Mexleanot;  the 
Fenix  dd  OecideiUe,  oaDtla  prtdiOKioii  de  .'Jonto  Tomiu  Apoetol,  these  and 
the  Ciclogrnfia  Mexicana  and  JUilologia  Hexiecma  being  the  only  trorks  of 
SigQenEa  mentioned.  The  moct  definite  infonnation  we  have  of  these  works 
is  from  hia  friends  and  companions,  Sebastian  de  Qnzman  j  Cdrdoba,  and 
Vetancart. 

Guzman,  in  the  preface  to  SigUanca's  Libra  Attronomica,  wblch  he  pnb- 
lislied,  says  of  the  AiU>  Mtxicano,  'this  book,  tboagh  not  large  in  bodjr,  ba<  a 
gigantic  soul,  and  Don  Cilrloa  only  could  haTe  given  it  being.'  It  is  a  treatise 
on  the  Maxicau  system  of  chronology.  BeginciDg  with  the  deluge,  by  com- 
paring the  oocurrences  of  eclipses  and  other  events  as  recorded  by  both  AxiecM 
and  the  nations  of  the  old  world,  the  historical  epochs  of  the  former  were  ad- 
justed to  the  chronology  of  the  latter.  The  Cklognffia  Mexicana,  sJso  a 
maDoscript,  and  devoted  to  the  same  subject,  is  cited  by  Nicolia  Antonio, 
Pinelo,  and  other  bibliographers  as  a  distinct  work,  but  I  am  disposed  to  re- 
gard it  with  BeriBtainas  anotber  title  of  the  same  work.  The  Imperio  Chkhi- 
meco,  socording  to  Guzman,  was  a  history  of  the  different  nations  composing 
the  Chichimeo  empire,  their  cnstoms,  religion,  and  political  and  military  in- 
stitutions; the  knowledge  of  their  system  of  chronology  enabling  the  anthor 
to  correct  the  errors  of  previous  writers.  The  Feniz  del  Occidtnie,  to  which  in 
modem  times  hss  also  been  given  the  title  of  FenixdelaA  vieritxi,  was  an  attempt 
to  prove  that  the  apostle  Stmt  Thomas  had  preached  in  New  Spain,  by  iden- 
tifying him  with  Quetuileoatl.  Vetancurt,  writing  between  1692  and  1C9S, 
mentions  the  Qeneologiade  lot  EmperadoresMezicanoa.  DtlOrigtndehtlndiM 
Mexicanoa,  an  accoimt  of  the  origin  of  the  Toltecs,  ia  mentiODed  by  Vetancurt 
and  Nicolis  Antonio  among  Sigtienza's  manuscripts,  and  the  latter  also  cites  the 
Milolosia  Mexieatm,  or  the  Mexican  gods  compared  with  those  of  the  ancient 
Romans,  Greeks,  and  Egyptians,  nhose  existence  some  suthors  are  inclined 
to  doubt,  believing  that  the  mythology  of  Torquemada  is  confounded  with 
the  A  notaciona  eritieaa,  d  laa  obrai  d€  Sental  Dita  del  CcutiUo  y  de  Ft.  Juan 
de  Torquemada,  another  maunscript  by  Sigiienza.  Several  other  mannscripta 
on  religion,  politics,  science,  and  biography  are  mentioned  by  the  various 
bibliographers,  the  most  complete  list  being  given  by  Beristain,  in  his  Bib. 
Uitp.  Amer.,  160  etseq.  Pineto,  Epitome,  iL  681  et  seq.,  gives  the  extensive 
list  of  Sigiienza's  printed  and  manuscript  works,  but  it  is  far  from  complete,  ' 
and  the  list  of  manuscripts  is  taken  wholly  from  Vetancnrt  and  Nicole  An- 
tonio. Among  the  other  authorities  who  give  lists  more  or  lets  complete, 
chieQy  compilations  or  copies  of  the  foregoing,  are  Ortiz,  Afex.  Indep.  y  Libre, 
192-7;  MuKO ifex.,  ii,  i71-9i  OaUo,  Hombrea Ilut.,  ii.  351-32;  Zamaeoit, Iliit. 
2Ii}.,  V.  400-1.  Of  all  these  valoable  manuscripts  but  few  now  remain,  and 
those  are  exceedingly  rare.  In  the  pre&ce  to  his  Parayto  Occidental,  p.  xiv, 
Sigaeuza  laments  the  want  of  meMis  to  publish  his  works,  and  fears  that 
they  will  die  vrith  him,  a  fear  which  was  in  part  realized.  At  bis  death, 
nbich  occurred  at  Mexico  City  Att^pist  22,  1700,  he  left  to  the  Jesuits,  besides 
his  library,  twenty-eight  volumes  of  manuscripts.  At  the  expulsion  of  this  ' 
order  in  1767  they  were  transferred  to  the  universil^  of  Mexico,  where  but 
sonie  eight  or  nine  volum<»  existed  abont  the  beginning  of  the  present  cen- 
tury.   Among  the  manuscripts  which  have  survived  the  inexcusable  neglect 
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of  his  countrymen,  I  have  had  the  good  forttine  to  acquire  the  rare  and  yalu- 
able  Feniz  del  OcctdenUy  Anotaciones  Criticas,  and  Aboroto  y  Motin  de  lo8  In- 
dio8  de  Mexico.  This  last  is  a  full  and  detailed  account  of  the  memorable 
riot  in  Mexico  City  of  the  8th  of  June  1692,  written  in  the  form  of  a  letter  to 
the  Spanish  admiral,  Andr^  de  Fez,  with  permission  for  its  publication.  It 
consists  of  eighty  closely  written  folio  pages,  in  the  author's  graceful  style, 
and  with  what  appears  to  be  his  autograph  signature.  This  was  never  pub- 
lished, and  is  now  quoted  for  the  first  time.  No  mention  of  it  is  to  be  found 
in  any  of  the  existing  works  on  bibliography. 

•Sigflenza  counted  among  his  friends  all  the  prominent  persons  of  his  time 
who  were  attracted  to  him  no  less  by  his  modesty  and  other  qualities  of  heart 
than  by  thos^  of  his  superior  mind.  One  of  these  was  the  celebiated  Mexi- 
can  poetess  Sor  Juana  In^  de  la  Cruz;  and  on  her  death,  in  1695,  he  wrote 
her  eulogy.  Qemelli  Careri  sought  his  friendship,  and  in  his  Oiro  del  Mvndo 
has  acknowledged  the  assistance  generously  given  him,  and  pcdd  a  just  trib- 
ute to  the  genius  of  Sigttenza.  His  countrymen  showed  their  appreciation  of 
his  senrioee  and  their  sorrow  for  his  death  by  a  magnificent  funeral  and  gen- 
eral mourning,  but  no  fitting  tribute  has  otherwise  been  paid  to  the  memory 
of  this  benefactor  of  his  race. 


CHAPTEE  XIV. 

VICEEOTS  MONTAKEZ  AKD  MONTEZUMA. 

169&-1701. 

MotiE  IssuRBEcnoNS  iH  THB  Cafttal — Ths  Babatillo  Suppubbbko — Kab- 
BOW  Escape  op  tbe  TaEAscKE  Fleet— ANOTBHa  FAinNB— Moirrazdu 
SrcCEEDS  MohtaSkz— Fatk  at  AcAPdLco — Obsequies  oh  thx  Dkath  or 
Caulos  II.— Rejoicinos  at  the  Accession  or  Fblipb  V. — Momtezdha 

SCSPECTBD  or  DiBLOTALTT— A  WORTBV  RCLEB  DSPOSU>— JlSDIT  ExPE- 

DiTioNs  TO  Lower  Cautokhu. 

On  the  27th  of  February  1696  Juan  de  Ortega 
Montaiiez,  bishop  of  Michoacan,  succeeded  Galve  as 
viceroy  of  New  Spain,  hia  rule  lasting  only  until  the 
18th  of  December  following.'  Between  1662  and 
1673  he  was  inquisitor  of  Mexico,  and  in  the  latter 
year  was  appointed  bishop  of  Guadiana,  but  did  not 
take  possession  of  that  see,  since  in  1675  he  was  pro- 
moted to  the  bishopric  of  Guatemala,  and  being  con- 
secrated the  same  year  left  Mexico  in  December.  In 
1682  he  was  again  transferred,  and  assumed  the  prel- 
acy of  Michoacan  two  years  later.  A  rigid  discipli- 
narian in  church  government,  he  was  no  less  exact  in 
the  performance  of  his  political  duties;  and  though 
zealous  in  maintaining  the  dignity  of  his  rank,  he  was 
generous  withal  and  kind-hearted. 

Exactly  one  month  after  the  instalment  of  Mon- 
taiiez a  serious  riot  occurred,  headed  by  the  students 

'  In  1695  the  coiJHe  de  Cofieto  was  appointed  viceroy,  but  did  not  urive, 
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of  the  university,  during  which  the  pillory  in  the 
public  square  was  burned.  On  the  following  day 
the  authorities,  having  taken  the  necessary  precau- 
tions to  prevent  disturbance,  proceeded  to  erect  an- 
other pillory.  The  collection  of  stalls  and  traders' 
tables,  which  had  been  replaced  after  the  fire  of  1692, 
and  more  especially  the  haratiUo,  where  second-hand 
and  stolen  goods  were  bought  and  sold,  were  still  re- 
sorted to  by  idlers  and  vagabonds,  thieves  and  assas- 
sins. Thither  congregated  the  vicious  of  all  classes, 
including  also  the  students  of  the  university,  and  the 
suppression  of  such  haunts  of  vice  and  crime  was  nec- 
essary. The  new  riceroy  accordingly  issued  a  decree 
ordering  the  removal  pf  all  trading  stalls,  especially 
the  baratillo,  the  reerection  of  which  in  any  part  of 
the  city  he  prohibited  under  pain  of  death.  Ortega's 
measures  met  with  opposition,  but  were  nevertheless 
carried  out,  though  it  was  necessary  that  for  some 
time  troops  should  constantly  patrol  the  streets.' 

In  spite  of  all  precautions,  however,  a  serious  plot 
for  a  general  insurrection  was  discovered  at  the  end 
of  April,  which  was  the  more  dangerous  from  the 
fact  that  the  Indians  of  the  wards  of  San  Juan  and 
Santa  Clara  possessed  fire-arms.  The  intention  of  the 
conspirators  was  to  rise  on  the  departure  of  the  flota, 
by  which  a  large  number  of  Spaniards  would  leave 
Mexico.  But  the  watchful  care  of  the  viceroy  de- 
tected the  plot ;  troops  were  mustered,  the  palace 
guard  doubled,  and  all  necessary  measures  taken  to 
secure  peace.' 

'The  viceroy  ^joined  the  religiouB  orders  not  to  appear  frequoEtlyin  the 
itreets  or  alone.  The  Btudente  of  the  uniTeraity  were  ordered  to  wear  their 
hair  after  the  faabion  of  those  of  Salamiuicii,  and  alw  to  adopt  Bimilar  coUara. 
Jd.,  105.  Sliortly  after  t!ie  erection  of  the  new  pillory,  a  pasquinade  was 
fotmd  attached  tt)  it  beginniD?  with  the  words:  'Nue  loa  ioquisidores.' 
Id..  105. 

■  The  erown  highly  approved  of  Montailez'  action  at  this  criiis,  and  sent 
instroctiong  to  hiin  and  the  criminal  judges  to  inake  every  effort  to  keep  order 
and  suppreM  assemhlageB  of  the  idle  and  vicious.  At  the  same  time  the  vice- 
roy was  made  to  undentiuid  that  any  negligeuce  or  want  of  activity  on  his 
pwl  would  meet  with  severe  displeaanre  and  punishment.  Eefracto:y  and 
turhulent  persons  of  the  loweiit  class  were  to  be  punished  by  the  inSiction  uf 
200  lashes;  others  in  proportion  to  Uieir  mnk.  Criminal  Spaniards  were  to  be 
But.  Uiii.,VoL.  UI.   11 
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The  flota  was  richly  laden  this  year,  and  its  departure 
was  postponed  until  long  after  the  usual  date.  Al- 
though the  fault  of  the  officials,  it  was  a  fortunate 
circumstance,  for  soon  it  was  known  that  a  French 
squadron  had  been  cruising  for  many  weeks  off  Ha- 
bana  in  the  hope  of  capturing  the  treasure  ships. 
So  long  was  the  fleet  detained,  however,  that  the 
enemy  supposed  their  plans  discovered,  and  on  the 
same  day  the  Spanish  vessels  sailed  from  Vera  Cruz 
they  turned  their  prows  toward  Europe.* 

The  famine  which  had  occurred  during  the  reign  of 
Galve  was  not  yet  at  an  end.  From  all  parts  of  the 
country  natives  thronged  to  the  capital,  begging  for 
help  to  save  their  families  from  starving.  The  mule 
load  of  corn  which  usually  sold  for  six  realcs  had  now 
risen  to  ten  pesos ;  and  other  provisions  were  propor- 
tionately high.  Cattle  perished  in  large  numbers  for 
want  of  water,  and  even  poultry  dropped  dead  at  the 
homestead  door.*  Every  exertion  was  made  by  the 
viceroy  and  clergy  to  relieve  the  prevailing  distress. 
Ecclesiastics  of  the  city  even  sold  their  books  in  order 
to  supply  food  to  those  in  need,  but  in  the  country 
thousands  were  left  to  starve.  The  rural  clergy  seem 
to  have  acquired  the  passion  for  wealth  which  marked 
the  encomenderos,  and  during  this  period  of  suffering 
they  withheld  the  com  which  had  been  sown,  reaped, 
and  gathered  into  their  garners  by  the  natives." 

sent  to  work  under  etiard  in  tha  Philippine  lelanda,  Santo  Domingo,  Cuba, 
nnd  elsewhere,  'con  To  cuqI  no  Bolamente  Ho  lograria  caatigur  dno  eVdcOW  loa 
cdrceles.'  Rivera,  Hut.  Gob.  Afex..  i.  281-2. 

*Caoo,  Trea  Slffl^i,  ii.  86-7;  liivfra,  Him.  Qob.  Afac.,  i.  280-1.  Shortly 
after  the  departure  of  tlie  fleet  news  reached  Mexico  of  the  threatened  danger. 
Prayers  were  offered,  and  a  religious  procession,  attended  by  the  viceroy  and 
the  archbishop,  marched  solemnly  through  the  etreeta  of  Mexico  in  tionor  of 
Niiestra  Seflora  do  los  llsmedioB, 

'  The  common  articles  of  food  rose  to  prices  beyond  the  reach  of  tho  Indiana. 
Flour  was  sold  at  prices  varying  from  25  to  30  pesos  the  carga;  beans  at  tlie 
same  price;  sagarat  10  pesos.  During  the  month  of  August  flour  fell  to  16 
and  14  pesos,  oning  to  a  mrge  crop  having  been  gathered  from  irrigated  lands. 
Jlob/'s,  Diarh,  ii,  107,  203. 

*^The  archbishop  of  Mexico  in  July  of  1696  informed  the  king  that  ecclcsi- 
,MtiCB  who  bad  forms  neglected  t«  carry  out  his  orders  to  supply  grain.     Un 
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unfortunate  inhabitants  of  the  capital  were  again 
threatened  with  famine,  the  crops  having  failed  from 
the  usual  causes.  Provisions  became  scarce  and  dear, 
and  on  the  8th  of  March  a  famished  multitude  rushed 
into  the  square  in  front  of  the  viceregal  palace,  and 
\\ith  fierce  cries  demanded  bread.  Decisive  measures 
had  to  be  adopted  to  prevent  an  outbreak.  The 
viceroy  caused  cannon  to  be  planted  at  the  entrances 
to  the  principal  streets,  and  with  the  assistance  of 
influential  persons  succeeded  in  restoring  quiet. 
Orders  also  were  issued  to  the  farmers  to  forward 
at  once  to  the  city  all  the  grain  on  hand.  A  supply 
sufficient  for  two  months  was  thus  obtained,  and  by 
the  beginning  of  May  corn  and  wheat  began  to  arrive 
from  the  tierra  caliente,  where  the  second  crop  of  the 
year  had  been  plentiful." 

This  serious  trouble  being  ended,  the  viceroy,  on 
the  25th  of  May,  took  possession  of  the  new  palace, 
which,  as  the  reader  is  aware,  had  been  for  some  time 
in  course  of  construction.  The  occasion  was  celebrated 
with  befitting  ceremonies.  The  floors  were  sprinkled 
with  holy  water,  and  the  archbishop  in  sacerdotal 
robes,  with  uplifted  hands,  implored  a  blessing  upon 
the  future  residence  of  the  viceroys  of  New  Spain. 
The  benediction  availed  little  however,  for  in  less  than 
two  short  months  the  eonde  de  Montezuma's  daughter 
lay  dead  within  the  palace  walls.^ 

Intelligence  having  been,  received  of  the  arrival  in 
Spain  of  the  fleet  which  had  sailed  from  Vera  Cruz  in 
the  previous  year,  the  safety  of  which  had  caused 
much  apprehension,  a  solemn  thanksgiving  was  offered 
in  the  cathedral,  at  which  service  the  viceroy  and 
members  of  the  different  tribunals  attended.  The 
value  of  the  prize  which  had  thus  escaped  the  French 

"  Two  crops  were  annatklly  raJBed  in  the  tierra  caliente  districts.  Id.,  00. 
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may  be  recognized  from  the  fact  that  the  duties  paid 
on  the  treasure  and  merchandise  amounted  to  four 
hundred  and  twelve  thousand  pesos.  ^* 

The  command  of  the  seas  by  the  French,  English, 
and  Dutch  had  not  only  a  depressing  effect  on  com- 
merce, but  on  all  the  industries  of  the  country,  and 
especially  that  of  mining.  Quicksilver  was  so  scarce 
this  year  that  the  quintal  rose  from  eighty-four  pesos 
to  three  hundred,  and  the  viceroy  addressed  the  gov- 
ernor of  the  Philippines  on  the  matter,  requesting  him 
to  procure  a  quantity  of  th6  metal  in  China  and  ship 
it  to  Acapulco.  News,  however,  arrived  in  1698  that 
a  treaty  of  peace  had  been  concluded.  Great  was  the 
joy  at  this  intelligence;  and  for  a  time  commerce  and 
industries  revived.  The  rejoicing  was  short-lived 
however,  for  in  May  1701  despatches  were  received 
from  Spain  ordering  the  authorities  to  put  their  ports 
in  a  state  of  defence  against  invasion  by  the  English 
and  Dutch;  and  though  in  the  following  month  these 
instructions  were  countermanded,  in  August  two  sloops 
arrived  from  the  Habana  with  intelligence  that  war 
had  not  been  averted.^* 

Meanwhile  the  death  of  a  Spanish  monarch  had 
caused  the  celebration  of  royal  obsequies  to  be  held 
in  the  city  of  Mexico,  and  in  all  the  principal  towns 
of  New  Spain,  with  the  solemnity  observed  on  such 
occasions.  Cdrlos  II.  died  on  the  1st  of  November 
1700,  and  intelligence  reached  the  capital  the  7th  of 
March  of  the  following  year.  A  courier  clad  in  black, 
and  bearing  a  banner  of  the  same  color,  brought  the 
tidings.  Each  half  hour  of  his  journey  he  fired  off  his 
piece  as  a  salute  in  honor  of  the  dead  king.    The  de- 

"  Cavo,  Tres  Siglos,  ii.  90. 

^*  RohleSt  DiariOf  ii.  313-15,  326-7.  In  June  an  English  vessel  was  driven 
into  Vera  Cruz  by  stress  of  weather,  and  its  crew  of  17  men  were  detained  as 
prisoners  until  an  opportunity  occurred  of  sending  them  to  Spain.  Two 
reales  a  day  were  allowed  each  man  for  his  maintenance.  Id,,  320.  War 
broke  out  again  in  1700,  and  in  1702  the  whole  Spanish  flota  was  captured 
by  the  combined  English  and  Dutch  fleets.  Lerdo  de  Tejada^  Aptmt.  Hist., 
292-3. 
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spatches  he  bore  conveyed  the  instructions  of  the  queen 
regent  Mariana  de  Neoburgo  relative  to  the  ceremo- 
nials to  be  observed,  and  were  opened  with  the  usual 
formalities. 

In  accordance  with  her  commands  the  viceroy  pro- 
ceeded to  arrange  the  obsequies.  Two  ministers,  con- 
versant with  the  prescribed  etiquette,  were  promptly 
appointed,  and  orders  despatched  to  the  authorities 
of  the  different  towns  instructing  them  how  to  con- 
duct the  ceremonies.  The  ayuntamiento  of  the  capi- 
tal was  notified  to  proclaim  that  the  16th  of  March 
was  appointed  for  the  public  demonstration.  Ac- 
cordingly on  that  day  a  cavalcade  with  trumpets  and 
muffled  drums,  draped  in  the  insignia  of  mourning, 
left  the  cabildo  between  ten  and  eleven  o'clock  in  the 
forenoon.  These  were  followed  by  the  mace-bearers 
dressed  in  black,  and  after  them  came  the  members 
of  the  audiencia,  the  alcaldes,  alguacil  mayor,  and 
other  authorities  with  their  rods  of  office.  The  fu- 
neral cortege  in  dismal  drapery  slowly  marched  to  the 
residence  of  the  viceroy,  where  the  king's  death  was 
publicly  proclaimed;  then  at  a  given  signal  the  great 
bell  of  the  cathedral  was  tolled  three  hundred  times." 
With  the  same  ceremonies  similar  proclamations  were 
made  at  the  archiepiscopal  palace,  and  at  the  buildings 
of  the  inquisition  and  the  cabildo. 

March  the  22d  was  appointed  by  Montezuma  as 
the  day  on  which  he  would  receive  visits  of  condo- 
lence from  the  different  tribunals,  royal  officials,  ec- 
clesiastics, and  gentry.  The  obsequies  were  celebrated 
on  the  26th  and  27th  of  April,  on  the  first  of  which 
days  in  the  afternoon  all  the  bells  of  the  city  tolled 
tlie  vespers  for  the  dead,  and  the  ceremonies  were 
concluded  by  the  delivery  of  a  Latin  oration  in  eulogy 
of  the  late  king.  On  the  following  sunrise  the  ser- 
vice for  the  dead  was  chanted  in  the  churches,  the 
viceroy,  archbishop,  and    nobility  attending  at  the 
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cathedral,  A  funeral  sermon  terminated  the  observ- 
ances.^' 

But  previous  to  the  performance  of  the  latter  cere- 
monies, others  of  a  different  character  were  celebrated 
on  the  4th  and  5th  of  April  on  account  of  the  acces- 
Bion  of  Felipe  V.  to  the  throne  of  Spain.  Appointed 
sovereign  by  the  will  of  Cirlos  II.,  his  reigTi  was  a 
turbulent  one  for  many  years;  since  the  transfer  of 
the  regal  power  from  the  house  of  Austria  to  that 
of  the  Bourbons  involved  both  Spain  and  France 
in  a  war  with  the  combined  nations  of  Europe;  nor 
can  Felipe  be  considered  to  have  been  securely  seated 
on  the  throne  until  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  in  January 
1712.  During  the  first  years  of  the  struggle  the 
power  of  Spam  was  weakened  by  civil  factions,"  and 
much  opposition  was  shown  to  the  change  of  dynasty; 
yet  Mexico  at  once  espoused  the  cause  of  Felipe's 
party.  Thus  it  was  that  on  the  first  named  day  the 
church  bells  were  pealed,  the  royal  standard  unfurled, 
and  the  viceroy,  audiencia,  and  all  authorities  and 
ofiicials  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  on  a  beautifully 
ornamented  platform  erected  in  front  of  the  palace. 
This  being  done,  numbers  of  caged  rabbits,  pigeons, 
and  other  birds  were  set  free,  while  a  royal  salute  was 
fired  by  the  musketeers.  On  the  following  day  thanks- 
givings were  offered  in  the  cathedral,  the  mass  of  tho 
most  holy  trinity  chanted,  and  a  procession  formed. 
In  the  afternoon  a  parade  of  infantry  was  held  before 
the  palace, **  and  during  the  night  pyrotechnic  displays 
enlivened  the  scene. 

Although  the  viceroy  took  the  customary  oath  of 
allegiance  to  Felipe  an  opinion  seems  to  have  pre- 
vailed that  before  the  death  of  Cdrlos  he  was  opposed 

'*  MonminswaB  ordereil  to  be  worn  for  tix  montha.  SoMen,  IHario,  ii. 
307, 313-13.  The  viceroy,  in  order  to  prevent  the  exnctions  of  merchants 
-who  had  boDglit  all  the  mourning  material,  fixed  the  price  of  it.  Cavo,  Trea 
Sigh),  ii.  97. 

"  Ab  late  aa  June  1707  t^e  inquisition  istrued  an  edict  ordering  all  anbjects 
•ecular  or  eccleaiaatic  to  obey  the  king,  under  pain  of  eicommuniiaition.  Or- 
dtna  lie  la  Corcma,  MS. ,  vi.  135. 

"Three  hundred  and  seventy  men  mustered  on   the  occaeion.  SobUt, 
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to  the  prospect  of  a  Bourbon  successor  to  the  throne 
of  Spain;  but  more  than  this,  it  was  whispered  that 
in  the  event  of  the  monarch's  decease,  he  might  be 
inchned  to  favor  the  independence  of  New  Spain, 
and  estabhsh  himself  as  its  king."  Whether  FeHpe 
apprehended  any  such  possible  defection  or  not,  it 
is  certain  that  he  recalled  Montezuma  shortly  after 
his  accession,  for  in  November  1701  a  c^dula  arrived 
from  Spain  appointing  the  oidor,  Juan  de  Escalante, 
as  the  juez  de  residencia  of  the  outgoing  viceroy,*" 
Montafiez,  having  been  reappointed  to  the  viceregal 
chair  six  months  previously. 

On  the  13th  of  May  following,  the  conde  de  Mon- 
tezuma left  for  Spain,  the  countess  having  preceded 
him,  accompanied  by  the  wives  of  the  oidores.  Most 
writers  concur  in  regarding  his  administration  as  a 
wise  and  prudent  one.  He  certainly  exerted  himself 
in  improving  the  social  condition  of  the  capital,  and 
was  especially  active  in  the  suppression  of  robbers 
and  criminals.  With  this  object  he  organized  an 
efficient  police  force,  and  enacted  severe  regulations 
for  the  punishment  of  evU-doers."    The  riots  in  1692 

"Mr  VernoQ,  English  Becretary  of  state,  in  letters  addressed  at  the  period 
to  the  duke  of  Shrewsbiiiy,  malces  the  following  statement:  '  It  is  laiu  that 
MoQtezuma,  viceroy  of  Mexico,  would  not  euSer  their  plate  to  come  into  the 
hands  of  the  Frcncb,  and  the  orders  from  Spain  would  not  be  obeyed  while 
they  Hcro  looked  upon  to  be  under  the  inHuenoe  of  France.'  A  more  reniark- 
able  passage  written  in  Juno  1699  reads  thus:  '  The  Indians  there  aro  very 
earnest  with  the  countess  of  Mootezuma,  who  is  descendeit  of  their  race,  that 
she  would  take  upou  her  the  title  of  ijueen,  which  she  seems  williug  to 
accept;  but  the  conde,  her  husband,  refuses  it  as  yet,  though  it  is  thought 
if  the  kiug  of  Spain  dies  he  will  set  up  for  himBelf.'  Ediahurgk  JlevUic,  Oct. 
18il,  131.  Completely  at  Tsriance  ^th  the  ahove  is  Buataniantc's  sUte- 
ment  that  be  caused  the  destruction  of  all  Aztec  relics  in  order  to  ohliterata 
all  traces  of  his  ancestors  'por  eougraciorae  con  la  corte  de  Madrid.'  Ltony 
Oama,  Doa  Pirdriu,  81-2,  note.  As  I  cannot  discover  that  Montezuma  was 
connected  with  the  royal  family  of  the  Aztec  monarch  otlicrwieB  than  by 
marriage  and  the  asaumption  of  the  name,  Bustamantc's  deduction  seems 
groundloBH,  and  I  prefer  to  attribute  the  viceroy's  action  to  religious  bigotry. 

'"  The  auto  de  residencia  was  proclaimed  on  the  19th  of  the  same  month, 
both  in  the  Caatilian  and  Mexican  languages.  SobUf,  Diario,  339;  consult 
also  ZSl,  :<33. 

"  On  the  15th  of  June  there  were  200  prisoners  confined  in  the  principal 
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indicated  to  him  the  necessity  of  a  more  generous 
treatment  of  the  Indians,  and  the  measures  which  he 
adopted  for  their  relief  during  times  of  scarcity  were 
energetic  and  effective.  He  caused,  moreover,  the 
fortifications  of  the  city,  which  were  in  a  wretched 
condition,  to  be  put  in  a  better  state  of  defence,  while 
measures  were  also  taken  for  the  protection  of  the 
coast  during  war  time. 

During  his  administration  physical  phenomena  from 
time  to  time  caused  distress  and  damage.  Earth- 
quakes destroyed  houses  and  occasioned  Toss  of  life; 
and  an  eruption  of  the  volcano  Popocatepetl  in  1697 
caused  much  destruction  in  the  surrounding  country. 
The  same  year  the  capital  was  again  inundated,  owing 
to  the  unusually  heavy  rains,  whereupon  the  viceroy, 
aided  by  contributions,  caused  the  drainage  and 
sewers  to  be  put  in  order  and  improved.  Indeed,  in 
all  cases  of  calamity  he  was  ever  prompt  in  devising 
means  of  relief.  Though  for  political  reasons  the 
king  may  have  deemed  it  prudent  to  recall  him,  it 
cannot  be  denied  that  he  did  his  utmost  for  the  wel- 
fare of  New  Spain.^ 

It  was  during  the  administration  of  Montezuma 
that  the  pacification  of  Lower  California  was  begun 
by  the  Jesuits.  The  settlement  of  this  country  had 
been  frequently  attempted  during  the  last  century, 
but  no  success  had  attended  previous  efforts.  Expedi- 
tion after  expedition  under  different  leaders,  most  nota- 
ble among  whom  were  Ortega,  Casanate,  and  Otondo, 
had  successively  failed,^  and  in  1686  the  audiencia 

''In  1699  Cdrloe  11.,  by  c^dula  of  the  27th  of  February,  granted  to  Mon- 
tezuma and  his  heirs  a  pension  of  4,000  ducados,  with  the  title  of  duke  of 
Atlixoo.  This  grant  waa  ratified  by  Felipe  V.  in  1704,  and  again  by  Fer- 
nando VI.  in  1752.  Reales  CMulas,  MS.,  10-11,  30-42.  In  Certif.  de  las 
Mercedes^  MS.,  181-2,  the  amount  is  given  as  4,000  pesos,  and  the  date  of  the 
c^ula  as  February  17,  1699.  The  income  was  payable  from  Indian  tributes 
in  Peru,  Guatemala,  and  Campeche.  Later  orders  made  it  payable  from  trib- 
utes collected  in  Yucatan.  The  duquesa  de  Atlixco  was  the  last  heir  to  whom 
it  was  paid,  probably  in  1758. 

**  For  full  particulars  of  these  expeditions  see  Hist,  N,  Hex,  States,  i.  153 
et  seq.,  this  series. 
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abandoned  the  idea  of  conquest  by  force  of  arms.  The 
oidores,  however,  considered  that  the  subjugation  of 
the  Indians  could  be  accompHshed  by  the  Jesuits  and 
proposed  that  they  should  make  the  attempt,  the  ex- 
penses incurred  being  paid  by  the  crown.  The  pro- 
vincial of  the  order  saw  fit  to  decline  the  offer,  alleging 
that  the  civil  and  temporal  duties  which  their  mission- 
aries would  be  obliged  to  undertake  would  be  incon- 
sistent with  the  constitution  of  the  society. 

Urged  by  renewed  instructions  from  Cdrlos  II.  to 
omit  no  means  of  accomplishing  the  settlement  of 
Lower  California,  the  viceroy  in  1690  consulted  with 
Otondo  relative  to  the  annual  cost  of  ihe  maintenance 
of  a  presidio  on  the  Peninsula.  Otondo  was  of  opinion 
that  thirty  thousand  pesos  a  year  would  be  sufficient, 
and  the  viceroy  gave  orders  for  an  appropriation  to 
that  amount,  but  the  demand  from  the  court  for  a 
large  sum  of  money  prevented  immediate  action,  and 
the  meditated  expedition  was  indefinitely  postponed. 
And  now  notwithstanding  their  former  action  the 
Jesuits  came  forward,  and  m  1696  proposed  to  under- 
take the  reduction  of  the  natives,  and  commenced 
collecting  alms  for  that  purpose.  Viceroy  Ortega 
warmly  approved  the  plan,  but  deemed  it  proper  to 
consult  the  audiencia  as  to  the  advisability  of  extend- 
ing the  necessary  license.  The  oidores  displayed  an 
inconsistency  almost  equal  to  that  of  the  Jesuits,  and 
long  debated  whether  it  would  be  right  to  intrust 
such  a  matter  to  a  religious  order. 

This  hesitation  caused  much  astonishment,  but  it 
was  finally  arranged  that  the  commission  should  be 
granted  on  condition  that  the  society  should  not  make 
any  demand  upon  the  royal  treasury,  and  that  they 
should  take  possession  of  the  country  in  the  name 
of  Cdrlos  II.  The  audiencia,  however,  conceded  to 
fathers  Salvatierra  and  Kino,  the  promoters  of  the 
enterprise,  and  to  their  successors,  the  right  to  select 
the  troops  and  officers  which  might  be  required,  and 
to  discharge  them  when  they  deemed  it  necessary,  after 
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On  the  4th  of  November  1701  Montaflez  for  the 
second  time  took  office  as  viceroy,'  though  his  formal 
entry  into  the  city  was  delayed  until  the  29th  of  Jan- 
uary in  the  following  year.  On  that  day  the  digni- 
taries of  the  church  were  ordered  to  assist  at  the 
ceremony,  arrayed  in  their  surplices,  and  the  religious 
orders  to  appear  in  fitting  garb,  carrying  uplifted 
crosses.*  The  cathedral  was  handsomely  decorated; 
the  pillars  were  hung  with  tapestry ;  and  on  the  grand 
altar  innumerable  tapers  stood  ready  to  light  up  the 
building,  should  the  viceroy  make  his  entry  hy  night. 
Stages  were  erected  in  suitable  places,  and  arches  of 

'  On  the  day  of  his  Bsiaming  office  he  received  the  papal  bnlls  and  tha 

Pftllium.  Jiohl^a,  Diario,  in  Doe.  hisL  ilex.,  332. 

'All  obeyed  except  the  CArmen  aud  San  Hipilito  ordera.  The  former 
refused  unijer  the  plea  that,  according  to  their  constitution,  and  the  privi- 
IcKCfl  granted  them  07  the  apostolic  aee,  they  w ' *""'  '"   "~ 

E-ocesBions  emcpt  at  public  prayer*.    ?'  — '■"" 
xrellency,  they  allowed  aix  of  their  n 
OQ  the  ground  that  they  were  not  allowed  fa 
lehenutes.  /d.,  36o-& 
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ing  treasure  was  now  despatched  without  the  escort 
of  several  men  of  war.  At  Vera  Cruz  a  vast  amount 
of  gold  and  silver  was  stored,  awaiting  convoy,  and 
on  the  arrival  of  a  French  squadron  under  the  count 
de  Chateau  Renaud,  was  placed  on  board  the  fleet. 
Eluding  an  English  squadron  that  lay  iu  wait  in 
Tortuguilla  Sound,  the  Acta  arrived  in  safety  off 
CAdiz;  but  finding  that  harbor  closely  blockaded  by 
the  enemy,  sailed  for  the  port  of  Vigo.  There  they 
were  attacked  by  a  powerful  squadron;  several  vessels 
were  captured ;  the  remainder  were  sunk,  and  treasure 
amounting  to  at  least  seventeen  million  pesos  lies 
buried  to  this  day  on  that  portion  of  the  coast  of 
Galicia,  all  efforts  to  recover  it  having  as  yet  proved 
unsuccessful.' 

At  the  close  of  1701  Montaiiez  received  orders  to 
garrison  Vera  Cruz  with  a  force  of  six  thousand  men; 
for  during  that  year  it  became  evident  that  war  could 
not  be  averted,  and  the  Spanish  provinces  in  America 
offered  no  more  tempting  prize  to  a  hostile  armament. 
The'  viceroy  lost  no  time  in  placing  this  and  other 
ports  in  New  Spain  in  a  thorough  state  of  defense. 
On  the  4th  of  February  1702  he  issued  a  proclama- 
tion warning  his  subjects  of  the  impending  danger, 
and  inviting  all  single  men  to  proceed  to  Vera  Cruz 
in  the  service  of  hia  Majesty,  promising  them  liberal 
pay  and  kind  treatment.  He  also  caused  the  arrest 
of  all  idlers,  thus  inducing  many  to  enlist  as  volun- 
teers. It  is  related  that  on  one  occasion,  after  visit- 
ing the  jail,  he  repaired  to  the  criminal  court,  and 
finding  there  a  number  of  men  listening  to  the  plead- 
ings of  the  lawyers,  marched  them  off  to  prison,  de- 
claring that  persons  who  had  nothing  better  to  do 
were  not  earning  an  honest  livelihood,  and  must  be 
treated  as  vagrants. 

But  New  Spain  bad  within  her  own  borders  ene- 

* Alaman,  Dlseri.,  Hi.   app.   46-7;  confirmed  by  iPiivm,  Ifitt.  Jalapa, 

i.  lOG,  Zomacoia  Htatea  that  the  amount  shippeil  on  board  the  treasure  Sect 
wftB  38,500,000  pesos,  of  which  sum  the  Spaniards  knded  12,000,000  at  Vigo, 
leaving  20,000,000  pesoa  imaccoimted  for.  Hitl.  Mtj.,  v.  613-11. 
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seventeenth  century;  but  to  judge  from  the  contin- 
ually increasing  numbers  and  depredations  of  robbers, 
it  could  not  have  been  an  efficient  force.^ 

In  1710,  at  the  urgent  request  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Quer^taro,  Miguel  Velazquez  de  Lorea,  a  native  of 
that  city,  was  appointed  as  provincial  alcalde  of  the 
Banta  hermandad  in  that  district.^  The  energy  of 
this  officer  and  his  success  in  the  suppression  of  brig- 
andage were  so  great  that  later  his  powers  were 
greatly  increased.  Hitherto  the  tribunal  of  the 
santa  hermandad  had  been  subordinate  and  responsi- 
ble to  the  criminal  court  at  Mexico;  in  1719  it  was 
ordered  that  the  sentences  pronounced  by  Velazquez 
should  be  final,  and  he  was  exempted  from  the  obliga- 
tion of  reporting  his  decisions  to  that  tribunal."  By 
royal  c^dula  dated  May  22,  1722,  his  conduct  was  ap- 
proved and  he  was  confirmed  in  office.  From  this 
time  the  acordada  may  be  considered  as  established 
as  an  independent  tribunal.  Velazquez,  retaining  his 
position  of  provincial  alcalde,  was  appointed  judge  of 
the  new  court,  and  rigorously  did  he  perform  the 
judicial  duties  of  his  calling.  Scouring  the  country 
with  his  men,  he  assailed  the  brigands  wherever  he 
coidd  find  them,  and  none  escaped  who  fell  into  his 
bands.  A  hurried  trial  over,  the  inexorable  judgment 
was  passed,  and  in  a  few  minutes  the  culprit,  having 
been  shrived  by  the  court  chaplain,  was  dangling  from 
the  nearest  tree,  or  was  shot  through  with  arrows.'" 

'Viceroy  Albnrqnerqne,  whose  rule  irill  be  mentionRd  later,  exerted  him- 
■elf  with  great  energy  to  Bnppreaa  brigandage.  A  number  of  highwoynieu 
wera  captared  and  seTcral  executed  on  a  single  Snj.  Vetantvrl,  Trat.  il'i; , 
15.  In  Alay  1655  a  higbwayman  was  taken  from  a  church,  wliither  he  liQil 
fled,  and  notwithatandine  his  claim  of  privilege  of  Banctuar}',  and  despite 
the  excoDimnuication  fnliniDated  by  the  biahup,  he  was  tried  and  put  to 
death,  Guijo,  Diario,  307-8. 

'Ce/Uario.  MS.,  iii.  115-16. 

'The  proclamation  wae  published  '  con  aenerdode  la  audieneia,'  from  which 
•et  the  future  tribunal  received  its  name  of  acordada.  See  Cam,  Trea  Sigton, 
li.  107. 

'"Sigflenza  y  Oingora  supplies  us  with  the  number  of  criminals  whom  he 
punished  dnring  the  period  from  1719  to  1732;  '  Hizo  jnsticia  en  qaarenta  y 
tree  reoe  qne  ahorc6,  en  ciento  y  cincuento  y  uno  que  asaetei),  y  en  setecienloa 
b-eiuta  y  tres  que  imind6  desterradoe  6,  varios  Fr^dioe  de  este  lieyno.'  Glo- 
riat  de  Qaerftaro.  30. 

Hm.  Hex.,  Vol.  m.   IS 
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This  severity  was  commended,  and  Velazquez  was 
enjoined  to  exterminate  the  banditti  whose  augment- 
ing numbers  had  placed  the  safety  of  the  kingdom  in 
jeopardy.  His  energfy  and  his  integrity,  which  placed 
him  above  purchase  by  bribery,  won  for  him  alike  the 
thanks  of  the  king,"  viceroys,  and  people.  He  died 
at  Mexico  on  the  7th  of  September  1732,  at  the  age 
of  sixty-two,  and  was  buried  in  the  Jesuit  church  de 
la  Profesa." 

Jos6  Velazquez  succeeded  to  his  father's  position, 
and  made  himself  equally  conspicuous  as  a  suppressor 
of  brigandage.^'  On  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1756, 
the  former  implored  his  son  not  to  accept  the  succes- 
sion to  the  office  which  had  been  conferred  in  per- 
petuity," and  it  was  therefore  bestowed  on  Jacinto 
Martinez  de  la  Concha,  who  proved  a  no  less  formid- 
able foe  to  highway  robbers  than  were  his  predecessors. 
To  the  end  of  the  century  competent  chiefs  in  turn 
presided  over  the  tribunal,  among  whom  may  be  men- 
tioned Manuel  Antonio  de  Santa  Marfa,  who  held  the 
office  from  1782  to  1808,  and  made  himself  celebrated 
by  the  capture  and  capital  punishment  of  two  no- 
torious robbers  named  Picdra  y  Paredes  and  PiUo 
Ma*lera.*^ 

However  beneficial  such  a  tribunal  was  by  the  pro- 

"  Felipe  v.  in  the  c^dula  of  May  22.  1722,  conveyed  his  wpecial  thanka 
to  Vclaiquez  for  the  zeal  he  had  displayed. 

"Velazquez  was  deeply  lami'nMd;  obaequieB  were  paid  hioi,  and  the 
'Oazi'ta  de  JUerico  hizo  su  digno  clogio.'  Id.,  30-1. 

"For  particulars  of  the  numerous  bands  o(  robbers  which  he  destroyed 
consult  Panes,  Vireyea,  in  J/on.  Dom.  E»p.,  MS.  118,  From  an  official  report 
dated  1811  giving  the  numbcrof  evil-doers  capturedand punished  by  the  acor- 
dada  down  h>  1809,  it  appears  tlmt  during  Josti  Velasquez'  term  of  office, 
from  1732  to  1736.  3,384  malefactors  were  maile  prisoners.  Of  these  320  suf- 
fered capital  punishment',  ]9>iS  were  distributed  among  the  presidios;  79 
were  flogged,  and  4.t2  discharged  after  punishment  or  proof  of  innocence. 
Coiiimmva  RlpoH  in  Ataman,  /liH.  Mej.,  i.  app.  3. 

''  Gaivez,  Iruttruc. ,  in  ilvivo  Slrx    '   """ 


.Alaman,  Hist.  JU^j.,  iii.  app.  73-1. 
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tection  which  it  afforded  to  the  royal  treasures  during 
transportation,  and  to  the  community  at  large,  it  did 
not  give  unqualified  satisfaction.  Its  absolute  power, 
and  the  precipitancy  with  which  it  hurried  through 
the  trials  of  captives,  led  to  the  commission  of  abuses 
and  injustice.  Though  collisions  with  other  judicial 
authorities  occurred,  and  complaints  from  private  in- 
dividuals were  frequently  preferred  against  the  action 
of  lieutenants  and  comisarios  of  the  acordada,  it  was 
firmly  supported  by  viceroys  and  kings  during  a  long 
period.^*  JBoth  the  civil  and  territorial  jurisdiction 
of  the  tribunal  was  greatly  extended,  and  robbers  in 
the  distant  provinces  of  Nueva  Galicia  and  Nueva 
Vizcaya  learned  to  dread  the  name  of  the  acordada, 
which  employed  nearly  two  thousand  five  hundred 
men  in  its  services,  while  smugglers,  vagabonds,  and 
petty  thieves  avoided  its  servants  as  they  would  the 
revenue  guards  or  the  city .  police.^^ 

Finally,  such  representations  were  made  to  his 
Majesty  with  regard  to  the  easy  indifference  with 
which  the  lives  of  his  vassals  were  disposed  of,  that  a 
royal  c^dula  was  issued  ordering  the  sentences  of  the 
acordada  not  to  be  carried  out  without  the  approval 
of  the  viceroy,  who  was  invested  with  the  power  to 
revoke  or  modify  every  form  of  punishment.^®  The 
result  was  that  within  a  few  years  the  list  of  cases 
tried  by  this  tribunal  was  reduced  to  one  eighth  of  its 
former  number,  and  the  viceroy  was  of  opinion  that 
if  the  ordinary  courts  of  justice  were  properly  admin- 
istered there  would  be  no  further  need  for  the  former. 

"The  arbitrary  form  of  trial  waa,  however,  somewhat  modified  by  royal 
c^dula  of  21  at  December  1765,  by  which  it  was  ordered  that  the  judge  should 
be  assisted  by  two  asesores,  or  legal  advisers,  and  that  the  sentences  passed 
after  hearing  the  defender  of  the  accused  should  be  signed  by  all  three.  But 
there  was  no  apx)eal. 

*'  The  jurisdiction  in  matters  connected  with  prohibited  liquors  was  also 
conferred  upon  the  acordada.  The  titles  of  the  chief  were  also  multiplied. 
They  were  alcalde  provincial  de  la  hcrhiandad,  juez  de  la  acordada,  guarda 
mayor  de  los  caminos,  and  juez  de  bebidos  prohibidos.  CedulariOy  MS.,  iii. 
113-29;  ReviUa  Oigedo,  fnsfiruc.^  24. 

****Con  el  dictdmen  de  una  junta,  compuesta  de  un  alcalde  de  corte,  el 
asesor  del  virreynato,  y  un  abogado  de  toda  su  confianza.'  /rf.,  25.  Azanza^ 
Ynstrue.,  MS.,  25. 
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This  change  of  system  did  not  fail  to  meet  with  oppo- 
sition, and  occasional  disagreements  arose  between  the 
acordada  and  the  superior  junta;^  but  these  were  over- 
ct)me  by  the  persistence  of  the  viceroys.  The  junta 
could  not  at  first  keep  pace  with  the  number  of  cases 
which  required  its  cognizance.  When  Azanza  com- 
menced his  administration  in  1798,  there  were  fifteen 
hundred  prisoners  awaiting  trial,  and  his  compassion 
induced  him  to  add  temporarily  two  additional  coun- 
sellors to  the  junta  in  order  that  the  decisions  might 
be  rendered  with  more  despatch.*"  The  measures 
which  were  successively  adopted  from  this  time 
reduced  the  terror-inspiring  acordada  to  a  mere  shadow 
of  its  former  power. 

The  prison  in  which  oflFenders  were  confined  by  this 
tribunal  was  built  close  to  the  court-room  of  the 
acordada.  In  1776it  wasdestroyedbyanearthquake, 
but  was  rebuilt  on  an  enlarged  scale.  By  order  of  the 
cortes  of  Cddiz  this  building  was  demolished  in  1812, 
and  the  frowning  walls  and  loathsome  dungeons  of  the 
acordada  passed  from  the  sight  though  not  from  the 
memory  of  the  people  of  Mexico.'' 

On  the  conclusion  of  Montafiez'  first  term  as  vice- 
roy he  had  returned  to  his  diocese  of  Michoacan, 
where  for  two  years  and  a  half  he  remained  in  the 
active  discharge  of  his  duties.  In  1698  the  arch- 
bishopric of  Mexico  became  vacant  by  the  death  of 
Francisco  de  Aguiar  y  Seixaa"  on  the  14th  of  August, 

"During  Azonza'a  ulminUtratioD  from  1798  to  1800  tlie  juez  de  la  acor- 
dada claimed  tlmt  tie  could  tr;  casea  with  only  one  asesor  preaenc.  Tlie 
viceroy  compelled  tlie  judfre  to  conform  strictly  to  the  terms  of  the  royal 
cvdula,  '  pronuiiciando  siempre  sub  Bcntenciaa  despnes  da  haber  oido  la  relacioa 
del  proceso  uue  debia  hacer  el  Escribano  y  el  dictamen  de  loa  dos  Aseaorea  y 
Defensor  de  la  Caaa.'  Id.,  30-31. 

"  According  to  the  official  report  of  Colnmna,  in  Alaman,  Hitt.  ilfj.,  I. 
app.  3,  during  the  period  from  1703  to  1S09,  62,000  petwnu  were  imprisoned 
by  the  tribui^ 

"  Francisco  de  Aguiar  was  bom  in  Betanzoa,  Galicia.  He  sucoeidvely  oc- 
cupied the  episcopal  chain  of  Guadalajara  and  MiclioHuan;  he  was  appointed 
arclibishop  of  Mexico  in  IGSl,  Kivcra  having  decliucd  to  accept  tlie  honor. 
Aguiar  was  the  principal  foiuder  uf  the  college  at  NiQas  de  BeW)  built  ttiu 
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and  in  October  1699  the  appointment  of  Montafiez  as 
his  successor  arrived  in  Mexico.  In  March  1700  he 
took  formal  possession  of  his  see,  and  on  the  2d  of 
January  1702  was  invested  with  the  pallium  which  had 
been  received  with  the  pope's  bull  confirming  his  ap- 
pointment in  the  previous  November.  On  the  15th 
of  January  the  new  archbishop  gave  the  customary 
banquet  in  celebration  of  the  ceremony.  The  guests, 
who  were  members  of  the  chapter  and  the  audiencia, 
were  regaled  with  every  luxury  that  the  country  could 
produce,  no  less  than  thirty  dishes  of  different  kinds 
of  fish,  meats,  game,  poultry,  and  confectionery  being 
placed  in  succession  upon  the  table.''  Public  pageantry 
succeeded  religious  ceremonies  and  private  feasting. 
On  the  29th  of  the  same  month  the  archbishop  made 
his  public  entry  into  the  capital  with  a  solemnity  and 
splendor  rarely  witnessed.^ 

The  ecclesiaatical  administration  of  Montafiez  was 
marked  by  severity ;  and  his  measures  of  reform  were 
carried  out.  His  integrity  was  unimpeachable,  and  it 
was  on  this  account  that  the  king  appointed  him  a 
second  time  viceroy.  The  zeal  which  he  displayed  in 
furthering  the  completion  of  the  church  of  Our  Lady 
of  Guadalupe  prompted  him  personally  to  solicit  alma 
in  the  streets  of  Mexico  for  that  purpose.  His  ad- 
vanced age^for  he  was  seventy  years  old  when  he 
assumed  the  archbishopric — prevented  him  from  visit- 
ing his  diocese,  but  his  duties  were  faithfully  performed 
to  the  last.    The  date  of  his  decease  is  uncertain,**  but 

asylum  for  inEone  temalei,  and  laid  the  first  stone  of  the  church  of  Our  I^dy 
of  Guadalnpe  on  March  26,  1695.  CohcU.  Proa.,  1,  2,  222-3,  329-30;  Riitm, 
Diario,  19;  Ddfila,  ATem.  Hist.,  pt.  i.  28.  In  1721  his  remains-were  removeil 
from  the  place  where  they  ha^l  been  interred  and  deposited  in  a  sejmlchre  ou 
the  right  side  of  the  chapel  of  San  Felipe  do  Jesus,  lioc.  Hint.  Mex.,  2'.  serie 
iv.  2I>8. 

" '  Otros  dicen  que  hubo  cincuentHi  de  diver^ae  viandas,  asi  de  pezcsdos 
esquiaitOB,  como  decames  yaves  diferentea.'  EMa,  liiario,  ii.  3G1-2.  The 
banquet  lasted  from  12  H.  till  2:^  f.  h. 

"A  full  account  of  the  ceremonial  wUl  be  found  in  Id.,  366-72. 

''In  Coneil.  Prov.,  1, 2, 292,  it  is  Btateil  that  he  died  in  1704;  Juarros  saya 
in  1710.  SoBa,  Epifcop.  Mtx.,  1G8.  makes  this  remark:  'no  hay  la  meaor 
contradiccion  en  loa  autores  que  seiialau  el  alio  de  1708  como  el  de  la  muerta 
del  Sr  Ortega  y  Montana.'  C^rtra,  Etcudo  de  Armat,  367  et  seq. 
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OS  iiis  successor  was  not  appointed  till  1711,  it  is  prob- 
able that  hia  death  occurred  during  the  preceding 
year. 

The  next  archbishop,  Fray  Jos^  Lanciego  y  Egui- 
laz,  did  rot  take  possession  until  the  beginning  of 
iri3,  and  his  consecration  took  place  in  November 
of  the  following  vear.  He  administered  the  affairs 
of  the  church  untd  1728,  and  was  conspicuous  for  his 
piety  and  charity.  Numerous  institutions  received 
his  support,  and  the  most  remote  districts  of  his  dio- 
cese were  visited.  Lanciego  was  an  especial  friend 
of  the  Indians,  and  every  month  hia  palace  was 
crowded  with  beggars  to  whom  he  distributed  alms. 
He  died  on  the  25th  of  January  1728,  and  was  in- 
terred in  the  cathedral,  a  funeral  oration  being  deliv- 
ered by  the  candnigo  magistral  Doctor  Bartolomd 
Felipe  de  Ita  y  Parra.** 

In  October  1702,  the  duke  of  Alburquerque,  the 
newly  appointed  viceroy,  arrived  at  Vera  Cruz."  A 
few  weeks  later  Montafiez,  having  first  despatched 
his  nephew,  the  captain  of  the  guard,  to  welcome  the 
duke,  set  forth  in  person  to  meet  him,  accompanied 
by  a  splendid  cortege.  Alburquerque  was  a  man  of 
many  titles,  and  somewhat  given  to  display;  never- 
theless his  career,  which  lasted  for  more  than  eight 
years,  fully  justified  the  enthusiasm  with  which  all 
classes  greeted  his  entrance  into  the  capital.^     He  was 

"  Ila  y  Parra,  Sermon  Fvneral  dtl  St  Lascitgo,  pnasim. 

''  Id  tlie  same  cioitth  cfdulaa  were  received  ju  wbich  MoDtsQez  was 
reproved  for  alleged  malcfcnaance,  deprived  of  bis  office  and  title  of  viceroy, 
and  forbidden  to  ride,  as  u'a«  bis  custom,  in  a  caniago  drawn  by  six  Iiotbcb. 
He  was  also  oeniured  for  refusing  to  give  precedence  to  tbe  nioiiks  of  tbe 
onler  of  Sao  Diego,  and  for  want  of  rcsiiect  to  tbo  Ttcereine.  In  August  1703, 
fm-Uiercdduliksarnved  threatening  hint  witb  the  inquisition.  Moblas,  Diario, 
403-6,463-4. 

"  The  titles  of  tbe  new  viceroy  were  dnqoe  de  Alburanerqne,  matqni^a  de 
Cut^Uar,  conde  de  Lodesma  y  Haelnia,  senor  de  las  villas  de  Moub«ltran, 
C'oiloscra,  Xjuizaito,  Mijares,  Peiiro  Bemanlo,  Aldea  Dllvila,  S.  lilst^vaa,  Vi- 
llarpjo  y  Cuovas,  comeudador  de  GuadHlcanal,  y  Bensayan  of  the  orders  of 
tSuutiago  and  Alcdntara;  cliamberlnin  to  tbe  king,  general,  and  viceroy  of  New 
Spain.  His  wife  was  Jnana  de  la  Cerda  y  Aragon,  ducbeea  of  Alburquerque, 
etc.  San  iligutl  (A.  d').  Senium  ile  la  SamorUana,  titlc-iiaee,  no.  10;  I'ap. 
I'ur.,  ii.    Ilia dauglit*^,  who  tvtucoulinuediu  1703,  reeeiveUnoleutlumlif^- 
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Widow,  whose  claim  he  was  compelled  to  satisfy, 
though  the  loss  of  the  money  was  as  nothing  com- 
pared with  the  mortification  which  sunk  deep  into 
the  soul  of  the  crestfallen  man  as  he  slunk  from  the 
duke's  presence  chamber. 

The  dispute  between  the  grand  monarch  and  the 
emperor  Leopold,  which  cost  Europe  ten  years  of 
war,  and  divided  even  the  Spaniards  into  rival 
factions,  concerned  not  the  people  of  New  Spain. 
The  'emperor's  son  was  acknowledged  by  all  as  the 
rightful  heir,  and  the  brilliant  campaigns  of  Marl- 
borough caused  no  more  excitement  in  the  Spanish 
provinces  than  the  bloodless  revolution  which  a  few 
years  before  placed  William  III.  on  the  throne  of 
England  aroused  among  the  colonies  of  British  Amer- 
ica. The  new  viceroy  regulated  the  internal  affairs 
of  his  province  without  diflBculty,  and  at  once  made 
preparations  to  repel  the  attacks  of  foreign  powers, 
and  of  corsairs  who  still  hovered  on  the  coast.  He 
increased  the  navy,  strengthened  the  forJ;ifications, 
reenforced  the  garrisons  with  two  thousand  veteran 
troops  from  Spain,  and  appointed  officers  of  known 
valor  and  ability  to  the  command  of  the  fortresses. 
If  a  less  capable  man  than  the  duke  of  Albiu'querque 
had  now  been  at  the  head  of  affairs,  it  is  probable 
that  some  serious  disaster  might  have  befallen  the 
provinces,  for  evil  tidings  were  constantly  being  re- 
ceived in  the  capital. 

In  May  1703  a  despatch  was  forwarded  to  the  au- 
thorities in  Mexico,  stating  that  the  people  of  Vera 
Cruz  were  leaving  that  city  with  their  effects,  through 
dread  of  foreign  invasion.  In  June  of  the  same  year 
the  governor  of  Tabasco  defeated  the  crew  of  a  British 
man-of-war,  many  of  the  English  being  killed,  and  a 
hundred  and  fifty  prisoners  captured.  In  the  autumn 
of  1704  Captain  William  Dampier,  whose  raids  in 
Central  America  have  already  been  described,^  ap- 

^Uist,  Cent,  Amer.,  ii.  541  et  seq.,  this  series. 
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peared  once  more  in  the  waters  of  the  South  Sea,  in 
command  of  the  ship  Saint  George,  intent  on  cap- 
turing the  treasure  galleon  from  Acapulco.  After 
taking  two  vessels  whose  cargoes  were  of  little  value 
he  sighted  the  treasure  ship.  Hoisting  the  Spanish 
colors  he  sailed  close  up  to  her  and  opened  fire.  A 
prisoner  on  board  the  pirates'  vessel  counselled  them 
to  board  at  once,  during  the  confusion  caused  by  the 
first  volley;  but  there  was  a  difference  of  opinion 
among  the  officers,  and  while  the  matter  was  yet  un- 
der discussion  the  galleon's  heavy  guns  were  brought 
to  bear  on  the  craft  of  the  corsairs  with  such  e^ct 
that  they  were  glad  to  escape  in  their  sinking  vessel. 
During  the  same  year  one  Captain  Clipperton,  who 
accompanied  that  famous  adventurer,  separated  from 
him  when  off  the  eastern  coast  of  Mexico,  and  with 
a  vessel  of  ten  tons,  mounting  only  two  pieces  of 
cannon,  defied  the  town  of  Realejo,  and  captured  two 
Spanish  ships  which  lay  there  at  anchor,  one  of 
which  contained  treasure  to  the  value  of  four  thou- 
sand pesos. 

Five  years  later  certain  wealthy  merchants  of  Bris- 
tol fitted  out  two  vessels  for  a  "  voyage  of  discovery 
and  profit,"  the  explorations  to  be  extended  to  the 
oceans  on  either  side  of  the  American  continent,  and 
the  profit  to  be  derived  from  the  pillage  of  Spanish 
settlements  and  Spanish  treasure  ships.  Two  ves- 
sels were  chartered,  the  Duke  and  the  Duchess,  well 
armed  and  equipped,  having  on  board  a  complement 
of  about  three  hundred  and  thirty  men,  and  carrying 
commissions  from  the  king's  consort  and  lord  high 
admiral  of  England  to  attack  and  plunder  the  Span- 
iards and  French  on  the  coasts  of  Peru  and  Mexico. 
Captain  Woodes  Rogers  was  placed  in  command,  and 
among  other  officers  was  William  Dampier,  though 
now  in  a  subordinate  position.  It  was  a  motley  crew 
that  sailed  from  Cork  harbor  on  the  27th  of  August 
1708  to  undertake  the  circumnavigation  of  the  world. 
There  were  on  board  tailors,  pedlers,  tinkers,  fiddlers, 
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ploughmen,  haymakers,  laborers,  and  men  representing 
nearly  all  the  occupations  by  which  the  poor  earn  a 
livelihood,  except  that  of  seaman. 

Rounding  Cape  Horn  in  safety  the  vessels  arrived 
off  the  island  of  Juan  Fernandez  on  the  1st  of  Febru- 
ary 1709,  and  the  same  afternoon  a  pinnace  was  sent 
on  shore  for  water.  At  dusk  a  light  was  observed 
on  the  island,  and  the  commander,  supposing  that  it 
was  kindled  by  the  crew  of  a  Spanish  or  French  man- 
of-war,  fired  guns  from  the  quarter-deck  to  recall  the 
pinnace,  and  prepared  his  ships  for  action.  No  sail 
was  in  sight  on  the  following  morning,  and  it  was  con- 
cluded that  the  enemy  had  been  frightened  away  by 
the  sound  of  the  firing.  The  cause  of  the  strange 
light  was  soon  explained,  however,  for  the  pinnace 
being  again  sent  ashore  returned  with  a  man  clad  in 
goat-skins,  and  as  wild  of  aspect  as  the  animals  from 
which  he  had  procured  his  apparel.  His  name  was 
Alexander  Selkirk. 

The  expedition  then  sailed  for  Peru,  and  after  taking 
a  number  of  prizes  and  capturing  the  town  of  Guay- 
aquil, for  which  a  moderate  ransom  was  received,  pro- 
ceeded to  the  island  of  Gorgona,  whence  some  of  the 
prisoners,  being  sent  to  Panamd  for  the  purpose,  re- 
turned with  money  to  redeem  a  portion  of  the  prize 
cargoes,  the  bargain  being  honorably  fulfilled  on  both 
sides.  Rogers  soon  afterward  sailed  for  Mexico,  and 
sighted  land  near  the  spot  where  Dampier  was  de- 
feated by  the  treasure  galleon.  Thence  a  few  days 
later  he  shaped  his  course  for  the  coast  of  Lower  Cal- 
ifornia, made  Cape  San  Liicas  on  the  1st  of  November, 
and  cruising  southward  a  few  weeks  later  captured  a 
large  and  well  manned  twenty-gun  ship  bound  from 
Manila  to  Acapulco. 

The  prisoners  gave  information  that  a  still  larger 
vessel  had  left  Manila  in  company  with  them,  but 
being  a  better  sailer  had  long  since  parted  company, 
and  was  now  probably  lying  at  Acapulco.  Within  a 
few  days  this  ship  came  in  sight,  but  now  the  priva- 
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teers  found  more  than  their  match.  She  proved  to 
be  the  Vigonia  mounting  sixty  guns  and  with  a  com- 
plement of  four  hundred  and  fifty  men.  After  a  seven 
hours'  fight  the  English  were  driven  off  with  heavy 
loss,  and  with  numbers  greatly  reduced  the  expedition 
sailed  homeward  a  fortnight  later  by  way  of  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  anchoring  in  the  I)owns  on  the 
1st  of  October  1610.  The  cost  of  the  voyage  did  not 
exceed  75,000  pesos,  and  the  proceeds  amounted,  as  a 
chronicler  of  that  period  aflSrms,**  to  850,000  pesos,  of 
which  the  promoters  received  two  thirds,*^  or  a  clear 
profit  of  more  than  750  per  cent  on  their  outlay. 
Thus  did  the  worthy  merchants  of  Bristol  grow  rich 
by  licensed  piracy,  and  learn  to  despise  the  slow  gains 
of  legitimate  commerce. 

About  the  year  1712  the  buccaneers  mustered  in 
force  for  a  raid  on  Vera  Cruz,  and  once  more  taught 
the  Spaniards  how  defenceless  were  their  forts  and 
garrisons  when  assailed  by  a  band  of  resolute  men. 
The  pirates  anchored  out  of  sight  of  the  city,  and  six 
hundred  of  them,  landing  by  night,  arrived  undiscov- 
ered at  the  sandhills  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  town. 
Here  they  lay  hidden  till  after  midnight  of  the  fol- 
lowing day,  timing  their  advance  on  Vera  Cruz  for 
the  hour  of  dawn  when  the  gates  were  opened.  A 
few  of  the  party  who  could  converse  in  Spanish  were 
sent  forward  disguised  as  peasants,  and  as  soon  as 
the  nearest  gate  was  opened,  one  of  them  mounted 
by  a  ladder  to  a  neighboring  bastion  and  begged  the 
sentinel  to  give  him  a  light  for  his  pipe.  The  sentry 
approached  with  a  lighted  brand,  and  as  he  drew  near 
the  buccaneer  shot  him  dead  with  his  pistol.  The 
remainder  of  the  party  then  secured  the  gate,  and  the 
main  body  instantly  marched  into  the  town  and  took 
up  a  position  in  the  parade  ground.  The  Spaniards, 
roused  from  their  slumbers,  quickly  collected  their 
forces,  and  marched  with  horse  and  foot  through  one 

^"^  Harris,  Col  Voy.^i.  198. 
^^One  half  accordmg  to  Harris. 
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of  the  widest  streets  to  attack  the  invaders.  The 
pirates  were  drawn  up  in  three  lines,  each  of  which, 
after  firing  a  volley,  withdrew  to  reload  and  allow 
those  in  the  rear  to  deliver  their  fire.  The  Spanish 
troops  began  to  waver;  their  horses  taking  fright 
plunged  through  their  ranks,  and  soon  the  garrison 
were  routed  and  fled  through  the  city,  hotly  pursued 
by  the  buccaneers,  until  they  reached  one  of  the  gates 
and  scattered  over  the  adjacent  country. 

Meanwhile  the  alarm  had  been  given  at  the  castle 
of  San  Juan  de  Uliia,  and  a  brisk  fire  was  opened  on 
the  town.  The  pirates  then  held  a  council,  and  it  was 
resolved  to  seize  the  padres,  and  after  cutting  off  the 
heads  of  several,  to  send  others  to  the  castle  with 
instructions  to  present  them  to  the  governor  and  tell 
him  that  unless  the  firing  ceased  the  remainder  would 
be  treated  in  the  same  way.  The  governor  answered 
by  redoubling  his  fire;  whereupon  the  buccaneers 
closed  all  the  gates  and  drove  the  inhabitants  in  a 
body  to  the  part  of  the  city  which  was  most  exposed 
to  the  shot  from  the  fort.  Orders  were  now  given  to 
cease  firing,  and  the  freebooters  were  left  undisturbed 
to  plunder  the  town ;  but  finding  no  great  booty,  they 
carried  off  to  their  ships  a  number  of  the  principal 
citizens,  and  demanded  a  large  sum  for  their  ransom. 
Soon  after  their  departure  the  Spaniards  erected 
watch-towers  and  posted  sentinels  along  the  coast  to 
guard  against  surprise  for  the  future. 

No  other  incidents  worthy  of  note  occurred  dur- 
ing the  reign  of  Alburquerque.  Toward  the  close  of 
his  administration^  he  was  invested  with  the  order 
of  the  golden  fleece,  the  honor  being  conferred  on 
him  by  the  senior  inquisitor,  Francisco  de  Deza. 
During  his  long  term  of  office  he  lived  in  royal  state, 
giving  magnificent  banquets,  and  freely  distributing 

'*In  1709,  according  to  Loreneana,  Hist,  Nueva  Espafla,  29-30,  copied  in 
ZamacoU,  hist,  Mij.,  and  Rivera,  IJist,  Jalapa;  in  Alaman,  and  others, 
1708. 
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his  vast  wealth.  His  rule  was  long  remembered  in 
the  capital,  for  it  was  said  that  no  monarch  could  live 
in  more  princely  style  than  did  this  viceroy  of  New 
Spain. 

On  the  15th  of  January  1711  the  successor  of 
Alburquerque,  Don  Fernando  de  Alancastre,  Ma- 
rona  y  Silva,  duque  de  Linares,  marques  de  Valda- 
fuentes,  made  his  public  entry  into  Mexico.  He  is 
described  by  the  chroniclers  of  his  age  as  a  faithful, 
energetic,  and  benevolent  man.  For  five  years  and  a 
half  ho  held  the  reins  of  power,  and  during  that  time 
justice  was  promptly  and  impartially  administered; 
public  officials  were  not  allowed  to  neglect  their 
duties;  education,  art,  and  science  found  in  him  a 
willing  patron,  and  the  affairs  of  the  crown  a  zealous 
guardian.  Nevertheless  the  new  viceroy  had  fallen 
upon  evil  times,  and  the  first  portion  of  his  adminis- 
tration is  in  marked  contrast  with  the  prosperity 
which,  with  some  drawbacks,  seems  to  have  prevailed 
during  the  rule  of  his  predecessor.  The  scourges  of 
earthquake,  famine,  and  pestilence,  following  in  close 
succession,  fell  on  many  portions  of  New  Spain,  but 
nowhere  more  heavily  than  on  the  capital. 

On  the  16th  of  August  in  this  year  a  severe  earth- 
quake occurred  lasting  for  half  an  hour.  The  strongest 
buildings  could  not  withstand  the  shocks;  and  though 
we  have  few  records  of  this  disaster,  except  in  Mexico 
and  Puebla,  it  is  probable  that  other  cities  suffered 
no  Jess  severely.  A  short  time  before  there  had  been 
an  almost  total  eclipse  of  the  sun;  and  now  the 
panic-stricken  inhabitants,  thinking  that  the  world 
was  surely  at  an  end,  thronged  to  the  churches  to 
confess  their  sins  and  receive  the  sacrament.  For  a 
time  there  was  no  more  religious  community  on  earth 
than  that  which  was  gathered  in  the  valley  of  Mex- 
ico. The  thief  brought  back  his  stolen  goods;  the 
gambler  restored  his  gains;  the  rich  man  gave  to  him 
that  had  not;   and  many  a  long-standing  feud  was 
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reconciled  in  anticipation  of  the  great  day  of  reckon- 
ing which  all  believed  to  be  imminent.*^ 

But  the  threatened  judgment  was  postponed  for 
a  while,  and  soon  men  gambled  and  quarrelled  and 
cheated  each  other  as  in  the  good  old  days  of  Cortes 
and  Alvarado.  As  for  the  poor,  those  who  were  left 
houseless  and  penniless  by  the  disaster,  they  begged, 
and  generally  in  vain,  for  assistance  in  repairing  their 
shattered  dwellings.  Fortunately,  however,  they  met 
with  a  good  friend  in  Linares,  who  spared  neither 
income  nor  private  fortune  in  relieving  their  wants; 
supplied  funds  for  rebuilding,  and  kept  the  public 
granaries  filled  with  maize,  which  he  distributed  to 
the  destitute  at  his  own  expense,  and  to  the  less  needy 
at  the  lowest  possible  price. 

Disastrous  as  was  the  year  1711,  it  was  but  the 
precursor  of  yet  more  calamitous  days.  In  1713  pre- 
mature frosts  completely  destroyed  the  crops,  not  only 
in  the  valley  of  Mexico,  but  in  all  the  table  lands  of 
New  Spain.  The  viceroy  bestirred  himself  with  his 
v.a.ulrgy.  and  at  greaf  per^nal  sacrifice  succeeded 
in  filling  the  granaries  of  the  capital.  But  during  the 
following  year  the  supply  became  exhausted,  or  at 
least  the  supply  available  for  the  poor.  Soon  pesti- 
lence followed;  and  through  the  fair  streets  of  the 
metropolis  wandered  gaunt  and  plague-stricken  figures, 
begging  with  feeble  voice  and  vainly  stretching  out 
their  hands  for  bread.^ 

The  wants  of  the  sick  and  destitute  were  to  some 
extent  relieved  by  the  viceroy,  the  archbishop,  and 
the  charitable  institutions  of  Mexico;  but  elsewhere 
even  greater  sufferings  were  experienced,  and  fresh 
catastrophes  added  to  the  prevailing  distress.  On 
the  night  of  the  15th  of  May,  1714,  the  province  of 

*'  ZamacoiSy  Hist.  Af^j.^  v.  525-fl;  Alegrt^  Hist.  Compend.,  iii.  168.  Durins 
1711,  a  snow  storm  occurred  in  the  valley  of  Mexico,  the  only  one  mentioned 
from  that  date  until  1767. 

'^Thc  gloom  now  pervading  the  city  was  increaaed  by  the  news  that  the 
wife  of  Felipe  V.  was  dead ;  the  people  Deing  ordered  to  wear  mourning  in  her 
memory.  Rivera^  Hist  Jalapa^  l  109. 
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Vera  Cruz  was  visited  by  a  severe  earthquake.  In 
the  town  of  C6rdoba  the  shocks  came  in  so  rapid  suc- 
cession and  with  so  increasing  intensity  that  the  en- 
tire population  rushed  forth  into  the  streets.  Women 
forgot  their  modesty  and  hurried  almost  naked  from 
their  dwellings;  men  forgot  their  manhood  and  left 
their  little  ones  to  perish  amidst  the  wreck  of  falling 
houses;  while  man,  matron,  and  maid  knelt  side  by 
side,  bare-kneed  on  the^  pavement,  and  offered  fervent 
supplications  to  the  virgin  for  deliverance.^ 

Before  the  people  of  C6rdoba  had  time  to  recover 
from  their  fright  another  calamity  befell  them  and 
one  far  more  disastrous.  On  the  23d  of  June  in  the 
same  year,  dense  black  clouds  rolled  in  from  the  ocean, 
and  torrents  of  rain  fell,  almost  without  intermission 
for  fifteen  days.  The  houses  were  flooded;  and  those 
who  lived  on  the  mountain  side  were  in  danger  of  de- 
struction from  the  huge  bowlders  and  trunks  of  trees 
swept  down  by  the  swollen  torrents.  All  communi- 
cation with  the  neighboring  haciendas  was  cut  off; 
cattle  perished  by  the  thousand,  and  their  owners 
barely  escaped  with  their  lives.  When  the  storm 
cleared  away  it  was  found  that  the  surface  of  the  coun- 
try was  greatly  changed.  Enormous  barrancas  were 
formed  and  the  streams  diverted  from  their  former 
channels. 

During  all  these  calamities  the  people  of  New  Spain 
found  some  consolation  in  the  relief  which  they  now 
enjoyed  from  the  raids  of  freebooters  and  privateers; 
but  this  immunity  was  secured  under  conditions 
which,  ere  long,  caused  Spain  the  loss  of  her  New 
World  commerce.  By  the  treaty  which  was  signed 
at  Utrecht  on  the  11th  of  April,  1713,  England  ob- 
tained the  privilege  of  shipping  negro  slaves  to  the 
islands  and  mainland  of  America,  and  of  maintaining 

"^  By  this  earthquake  the  church  of  San  Antonio  was  so  much  shattered 
that  it  became  necessary  to  rebuild  it.  Rodriguez,  Cart,  Hist,f  41, 
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depots  and  trading  factories  in  the  Spanish  American 
possessions;^  this  being  a  part  of  the  price  at  which 
France  and  Spain  secured  the  withdrawal  of  Great 
Britain  from  the  grand  alliance. 

His  Catholic  Majesty  Felipe  V.  and  her  Britannic 
Majesty  Queen  Anne  were  to  receive  each  one  fourth 
share  in  the  profits  obtained  from  the  sale  of  these 
human  chattels,  the  former  agreeing  to  advance  one 
million  pesos  for  carrying  on  the  trade,  or  in  case  he 
could  not  raise  such  an  amount  to  pay  interest  there- 
upon at  the  rate  of  eight  per  cent  a  year.*^  Before 
her  decease,  which  occurred  in  the  following  year, 
the  English  sovereign,  finding  her  share  unprofitable, 
transferred  it  to  the  South  Sea  Company,  though  it 
does  not  appear  that  the  latter  reaped  much  benefit 
therefrom.«« 

''Commercial  houses,'*  as  they  were  termed,  were 
at  once  established  at  Vera  Cruz  and  elsewhere  on 
the  coast  of  the  North  Sea;  but  their  owners,  not 
content  with  the  enormous  profits  of  the  slave-trade, 
violated  the  terms  of  the  treaty  by  introducing  cargoes 
of  foreign  merchandise.  England  was  now  permitted, 
as  we  have  seen,  to  send  yearly  to  Portobello  a  five 
hundred  ton  vessel  freighted  with  merchandise;**  but 
each  slaver  that  landed  its  living  cargo  on  the  shores 
of  New  Spain  brought  also  a  quantity  of  contraband 
goods.  In  vain  the  custom-house  officers  attempted 
to  stay  this  traflSc;  and  in  vain  the  penalty  of  death 
and  confiscation  of  property  was  threatened  against 

**  An  asiento  for  the  sale  of  slaves,  with  power  to  regulate  their  price,  was 
also  granted  to  the  French  about  the  year  I7O2. 

'^Some  of  the  clauses  of  this  asiento  are  given  in  McrOy  In  forme  (Mexico, 
1724),  1-4,  and  all  of  them  in  an  abridged  form  in  Salmon'a  Modem  Hist.  (3d 
ed.,  London,  1746),  iii.  220-2.  The  asiento  had  been  previously  granted  (in 
1702)  to  the  French  Guinea  Company  and  was  transferred  to  the  crown  of 
Flngland  at  the  treaty  of  Utrecht. 

'^  In  a  speech  delivered  before  the  company  in  1731,  Sir  John  Eyles  in  giving 
an  account  of  this  branch  of  their  business  during  the  previous  ten  years, 
states  that,  though  the  report  of  their  having  lost  £2,000,000  by  the  trade  waa 
untrue,  they  had  incurred  such  losses  through  the  seizure  of  their  effects  by 
the  Spaniards  during  the  wars  with  Spain  that  their  gains  were  very  small. 
They  were  not,  however,  out  of  pocket.  /</.,  222. 

^^Ilidt,  Cent,  Anier,,  ii.  686-7,  this  series. 
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all  Spaniards  who  engaged  in  it  It  was  an  easy 
matter  to  bribe  the  not  over-conscientious  or  over- 
vigilant  officials,  and  thus  to  procure  goods  at  cheap 
rates  instead  of  paying  tribute  to  the  merchants  of 
Seville.  For  twenty-eight  years  the  South  Sea  Com- 
pany and  private  adventurers  carried  on  a  contraband 
trade,  almost  to  the  exclusion  of  Spanish  commerce, 
until,  at  the  convention  of  Madrid  in  1750,  the  former 
agreed  to  annul  the  asiento,  receiving  in  return  certain 
commercial  privileges,  and  a  money  compensation  of 
500,000  pesos.  During  this  period  the  commerce 
between  the  Spanish  provinces  and  Europe  was  esti- 
mated at  286,000,000  pesos,  of  which  amount  English 
smugglers  and  slavers  absorbed  no  less  than  224,- 
000,000  pesos,  and  only  62,000,000  pesos,  or  less  than 
22  per  cent  of  the  entire  sum,  fell  to  the  share  of  the 
Spanish  galleons.^ 

During  the  last  years  of  his  administration  the 
viceroy  was  constantly  engaged  in  petty  warfare  with 
the  contraband  traders;  but  to  no  purpose.  All  that 
man  could  do  he  did.  The  troops  were  kept  on  the 
alert;  the  armada  de  Barlovento  also  rendered  good 
service,  in  consideration  of  which  they  received  their 
pay*^  at  no  very  long  intervals,  and  sometimes  even 
with  regularity,  the  latter  a  rare  incident  in  those 
days.  But  on  the  thinly  peopled  coast  of  New  Spain 
were  many  excellent  and  secluded  anchorage  grounds, 
and  the  population  being  for  the  most  part  in  league 

^Zamaeois,  Hid,  M4j,,  y.  631. 

^  In  his  instractioDB  to  his  sucoeasor  the  viceroy  says  that  the  annada  dd 
Barlovento  had  received  assistance  from  himself  and  ms  predecessors,  as  the 
troops  were  in  arrears  of  pay,  but  that  if  a  trustworthy  person  were  sent  to 
examine  the  accounts  of  the  different  ffarrisons,  it  might  oe  found  that  the  king 
was  a  creditor  rather  than  a  debtor.  The  instructions  relate  to  other  matters, 
and  are  remarkable  for  their  terseness  and  vigor  of  expression.  Linares^  In- 
struccum  d  su  sucesor^  in  Vireyea  de  Mex,  Inatruc,  MS.,  foL  i.  49,  iL  23.  In 
June  1687  the  seamen  and  troops  belonging  to  the  armada  mutinied  at  Vera 
Cnu  on  account  of  not  having  received  their  pay,  which  was  at  the  rate  of 
about  eleven  pesos  a  month,  and  because  they  were  not  satisfied  with  this 
amount.  On  receiving  a  portion  of  their  back  pay  and  a  full  pardon  they  re- 
turned  to  their  duty.  Bivera,  Oob,  Mex.,  I  262-3.  Robles,  476,  states  that 
a  force  of  mulattoes  was  sent  against  them  and  that  three  of  the  mutineers 
were  killed. 

Hist.  Mn.,  Vol.  m.   19 


290  OPENING  OP  THE  EIGHTEENTH  CENTURY. 

with  the  English,  little  could  be  done  to  check  their 
unlawful  traffic. 

On  the  15th  of  August  1716,  Linares'  term  of 
office  expired,  and  his  decease  occurred  during  the 
following  year/^  He  had  proved  himself  a  humane 
and  benevolent  man;  but  it  was  not  until  after  his 
death  that  the  full  extent  of  his  charities  was  known. 
It  then  appeared  that  besides  devoting  large  sums  to 
the  relief  of  the  poor,  he  had  established  free  dispen- 
saries at  the  different  barriers  of  the  city,  and  in  his 
will  he  bequeathed  a  further  amount  for  similar  pur- 

Eoses.  All  his  bequests  were  faithfully  carried  out 
y  his  executors,  and  among  them  was  one  of  five 
thousand  pesos  in  aid  of  the  Jesuit  missions  in  Cali- 
fornia.*^ 

Linares'  successor  was  Baltasar  de  Ziifiiga,  mar- 
ques de  Valero  and  duque  de  Arion.**  The  salary  of 
the  new  viceroy  was  fixed  at  twenty-seven  thousand 
pesos  a  year,  a  larger  stipend  than  was  usually  paid, 
and  its  amount  excited  unfavorable  comment  from  his 
predecessor.*^  The  condition  of  affairs  in  New  Spain 
was  not  in  keeping  with  such  extravagance.  The 
country  had  not  yet  recovered  from  the  disasters  of 
1714,  and  two  years  after  Valero  had  assumed  office, 
tidings  arrived  of  a  severe  famine  in  Texas.  So  great 
was  the  scarcity  of  grain  that  the  troops  stationed 
there  threatened  to  desert.  Provisions  were  at  once 
forwarded  to  the  governor  of  Coahuila,  and  in  the 
hope  of  making  that  territory  self-sustaining  persons 

*^  He  died  in  Mexico  on  the  3d  of  June,  and  his  death  was  much  regretted. 
He  was  buried  in  the  Cdnnen  convent,  which  was  afterward  known  as  the 
church  of  San  Sebastian.  His  portrait  was  preserved  in  the  nunnery  of  Santa 
Teresa  la  Nueva. 

^  Linares  was  the  first  secular  of  the  congregation  of  the  Buena  Mnerte, 
and  the  spacious  edifice  belonging  to  the  society  was  erected  mainly  at  his 
expense.    It  exists  at  the  present  day.  Alegre,  Hist,  Compend,,  iii.  177. 

««He  took  office  August  16,  1716. 

^Linares  remarked:  *Habr^  Tivido  seis  afios  en  opolencia;  y  annque 
ahora  no  me  hallo  en  abnndancia  Tolverd  A  los  pite  del  Eeyt  gostoso,  &  hacetle 
ver  que  con  veintisiete  mil  pesos  de  sneldo,  sin  abosar  de  ios  caodalei,  ni 
vender  la  jnsticia,  me  restituyo  satisfecho  A  ellos.*  Zamacoia,  Hist,  Mdj,,  v. 
536. 
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were  sent  to  instruct  the  natives  in  the  science  of 
agriculture. 

On  the  16th  of  June  1718,  while  returning  from 
the  procession  of  corpus  christi  in  company  with  the 
oidores,  an  attempt  was  made  on  the  viceroy's  life. 
When  about  to  ascend  the  stairs  of  his  palace,  a  man 
named  Nicole  Camacho  grasped  at  VaJero's  sword, 
drew  it  half  way  from  the  scabbard,  and  would  prob- 
ably have  plunged  it  into  his  body  had  he  not  been 
seized  by  the  attendant  halberdiers.  On  being  ques- 
tioned as  to  his  motives  it  was  found  that  the  would- 
be  assassin  was  a  lunatic,  and  after  a  brief  trial  he  was 
sent  to  the  hospital  of  San  Hip6lito.** 

During  the  remainder  of  the  viceroy's  administra- 
tion, which  lasted  until  the  15th  of  October,  1722,  the 
provinces  of  New  Spain  were  in  a  prosperous  condi- 
tion. The  mines  were  unusually  productive,  the  yield 
of  quicksilver  being  especially  large ;  the  crops  were 
abundant;  and  the  volume  of  trade  was  greatly  in- 
creased.*^ 

The  sole  drawback  to  this  flourishing  condition  of 
affairs  was  the  outbreak  of  hostilities  between  France 
and  Spain,  occasioned  by  a  dispute  between  the  duke 
of  Orleans,  who  was  appointed  regent  during  the 

^The  trial  lasted  only  two  days.  A  report  of  it  is  given  in  Die,  Univ, 
Hi$t,  Oeog.,  app.  i.  470-1.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  writer  that  Camacho  was 
not  insane,  bnt  the  Tictim  of  an  intrigue  on  the  part  of  the  viceroy  who  par- 
posed  to  deprive  him  of  his  wife.  The  same  view  is  taken  in  Begistro  Trimestre, 
1. 385-407.  The  editor  makes  the  following  comment  on  the  trial :  '  Esta  causa 
forma  una  especie  de  contraste  con  la  que  dimos  en  le  ntimero  anterior,  y 
aunque  los  jueces  aparecen  mas  equitativos,  queda  siempre  una  soepecha  de  que 
el  desgraciado  Camacho,  fud  victima  de  una  intriga  para  quitarle  &  su  muser. 
Por  lo  demds  se  advierten  cosas  diguas  de  notarse  en  esta  causa.    Tal  es 

Sor  ejeroplo,  el  que  en  un  hecbo  sucedido  h  mediodia  y  d  mny  poca  distancia 
e  06  testigos  presenciales,  solo  Muelas  asegure  que  Camacho  arremetid  con  el 
espadin  al  virey,  diciendo  unicamente  los  demis  que  se  lo  estrajo  de  la  vaina. 
"Ea  tambien  notable  el  dictdmen  fiscdl,  que  fundaao  en  la  idea  equivocada  de 
que  no  puede  haber  un  completo  trastomo  mental  sin  furor,  pide  la  pena  cor- 
respondiente  al  delito  de  Lesa  Magestad  in  primo  capite.  Creemos  que  tambien 
es  de  notar  el  parecer  del  protomedicato,  pues  que  su  dictdmen  nada  tiene  de 
mMico  y  cualquiera  pudiera  decir  lo  mismo  sin  haber  saludado  los  principios 
del  arte.  Sin  embargo,  esta  es  una  causa  f  ormada  con  esmero,  pues  per  lo  sin- 
gular del  caso  se  mand6  al  r^  copia  de  ella.* 

^^In  1721  the  fleet  from  ifew  Spain  reached  Cddiz  with  treasure  and  mer- 
chandise to  the  value  of  11,000,000  pesos.  Mayer's  Mtx,  Azt,,  i.  228. 
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minority  of  Louis  XV.,  and  Cardinal  Alberoni,  the 
minister  of  Felipe  V.  On  the  19th  of  May  1719  the 
garrison  of  Pensacola  surrendered  to  the  French,  and 
the  colonists  and  missionaries  of  Florida  and  Texas 
were  compelled  to  take  refuge  in  Coahuila.  But  the 
French  could  not  maintain  their  foothold  in  the  coun- 
try. When  the  news  of  their  invasion  reached  Mex- 
ico, Valero  quickly  despatched  against  them  a  force 
of  five  hundred  men  under  command  of  the  marquis 
of  San  Miguel  de  Aguayo,  governor  of  Texas  and 
Coahuila.  The  French  retired  from  Texas;  the  mis- 
sions were  reestablished;  and  the  peace  which  was  con- 
cluded in  1721  put  an  end  to  further  aggressions.' 
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Mention  has  already  been  made  of  the  buccaneer 
settlements  in  Yucatan,  where,  as  we  have  seen,  the 
freebooters,  when  not  engaged  in  making  raids  on  the 
Spanish  settlements  or  cruising  in  quest  of  Spanish 
treasure  ships,  occupied  themselves  with  cutting  dye- 
woods  and  mahogany.*^  A  favorite  rendezvous  of 
these  adventurers  was  the  Isla  Triste,  or  as  it  is  now 
known  the  Isla  del  Cdrmen,  at  the  entrance  of  the 
bay  of  Tdrminos.  During  the  war  of  the  Spanish 
succession  they  frequently  attacked  Spanish  vessels 
trading  between  Campeche  and  Vera  Cruz.  In  1708 
Fernando  Meneses  Bravo  de  Saravia,  when  on  his 
way  accompanied  by  his  family  to  the  province  of 
Yucatan,  of  which  he  had  been  appointed  governor, 
was  taken  from  his  vessel  in  the  bay  of  Campeche  by 
the  pirate  Barbillas.     Saravia  was  set  on  shore  and 

^On  the  3l8t  of  March  in  the  same  year,  the  Sacra  Familia,  a  yessel  of 
300  tons,  with  6  guns  and  70  men,  was  captured  by  Captain  Shelvocke  in  the 
port  of  Sonsonate  (the  modem  Acajutla)  at  the  month  of  the  river  of  the 
same  name.  The  prize  contained  only  small  arms,  hand  grenades,  and  ammu- 
nition, and,  as  the  captain  remarks,  was  hardly  worth  the  risk  and  trouble  of 
capture.  Voy,  de  Shdvockcy  in  Beranger,  Coll,  Voy.y  iii.  3-4, 89-125;  and  Kerr's 
ColL  Voy.f  X.  500-1.  In  the  latter  a  detailed  account  of  the  voyage  is  m.ven, 
compiled  from  the  narratives  of  Shelvocke  and  Captain  William  Setago,  the 
commander  of  the  marines.  They  sailed  from  Plymouth  on  board  the  Speed' 
well  on  the  13th  of  February  1719,  bound  on  a  privateering  expedition  on 
the  coasts  of  Chile,  Peru,  and  New  Spain,  but  met  with  little  success. 

^  Bist  Cent,  Amer.,  ii  623  etseq.,  this  series. 
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his  wife  and  children  detained  as  captives  until  a  ran- 
som of  14,000  pesos  should  be  received.  As  the 
ayuntamiento  refused  to  pay  the  money,  the  pirate 
made  his  demand  in  person  at  the  town-hall;  where- 
upon the  governor,  feeling  that  his  family  might  come 
to  harm,  ordered  the  amount  to  be  paid. 

Nine  vears  later  an  expedition  was  despatched  from 
Mexico  by  way  of  Vera  Cruz  to  Campeche,  and  being 
reenforced  by  the  troops  stationed  there,  drove  the 
intruders  from  all  their  settlements  on  the  bay  of 
T^rminos.  The  attack  was  made  on  the  1 6th  of  July 
1717,  the  feast  of  the  virgin  of  Cdrmen,  and  hence  the 
island  received  its  name.  A  large  amount  of  booty 
was  wrested  from  the  buccaneers,  many  of  whom 
were  slain,  those  who  escaped  harboring  in  Belize, 
where,  being  joined  by  others  of  their  craft,  they  or- 
ganized a  force  of  three  hundred  and  thirty-five  men 
and  returned  to  the  bay  of  T^rminos.  Landing  on 
the  Isla  del  Cd,rmen  they  sent  a  message  to  Alonso 
Felipe  de  Andrade,  the  commander  of  the  Spanish 
fort  which  had  been  erected  during  their  absence, 
ordering  him  to  withdraw  his  garrison.  The  reply 
was  that  the  Spaniards  had  plenty  of  powder  and  ball 
with  which  to  defend  themselves. 

The  freebooters  made  their  attack  during  the  same 
night  and  captured  the  stronghold  without  difficulty, 
taking  three  of  the  four  field  pieces  with  which  it  was 
defended.  But  Andrade  was  a  brave  and  capable 
officer,  and  his  men  were  no  dandy  warriors.  Placing 
himself  at  the  head  of  his  command  he  led  them  against 
the  enemy,  forced  his  way  into  the  fort,  recaptured 
one  of  the  field  pieces,  and  turned  it  against  the  foe. 
During  the  fight  a  building  filled  with  straw  was  set 
on  fire  by  a  hand  grenade.  This  incident  favored  the 
Spaniards,  who  now  made  a  furious  charge  on  the  in- 
vyiers.  Their  commander  was  shot  dead  while 
leading  on  his  men;  but  exasperated  by  the  loss  of 
their  gallant  leader,  they  sprang  at  the  buccaneers 
with  so  fierce  a  rush  that  the  latter  were  driven  back 
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to  the  shore,  whence  they  reembarked  for  Belize 
and  thenceforth  returned  no  more  to  the  bay  of 
T^rminos.'^ 

^Soc.  Mtx,  0€og,t  ii.  ep.  i.  220-2;  ep.  iii.  442;  Nouv,  AnnaleStVoy,^  c 
62.  The  account  given  in  the  former  work  is  absurdly  exaggerated;  but  it  is 
the  only  one  that  pretends  to  give  a  detailed  narrative  of  the  expulsion  of  the 
buccaneers  from  the  isla  del  CSumen.  It  there  stated  that,  after  being  driven 
from  the  fort,  the  Spaniards  mustered  but  42  men,  while  the  buccaneers 
according  to  this  version  must  have  numbered  more  than  200,  allowinff  for 
their  losses  during  the  assault  and  for  those  who  were  left  to  guard  their 
vessels.  That  this  force,  now  in  possession  of  three  pieces  of  artilleiT,  should 
have  been  defeated  by  a  handful  of  Spaniards,  seems  ridiculous  to  all  who  are 
acquainted  with  the  records  of  buccaneer  warfare. 

Herewith  I  ^ve  more  complete  references  to  the  authorities  consulted  for 
the  preceding  chapters:  Cedtdariot  MS.,  i.  132;  iii.  63-4,  115-16;  iv.  23; 
Jieaies  Cidulas^  MS.,  i.  6  et  seq.;  ii.,  passim;  Providencias  Kecdes,  MS.,  70- 
101,  222-3,  266-8;  Robles^  Diario,  i.  ii.,  passim;  Ordenesde  la  Corona^  MS., 
ii.  25,  31-2;  iii.  60-1,  166-7;  iv.  30etseq.;  vi.  113-16,  135-7,  153;  viL  8-45; 
Papelea  Franciscanoe,  MS.,  s4rie  i.  torn.  i.  268-74,  314-21,  411,  478,  507;  ii. 
154.  178-200,  321-6;  Rivera,  Diario,  vi.  15-96;  Linares,  Inslrvechnes,  MS., 
6-88;  Certijicacion  de  las  Mercedes,  MS.,  13-21,  182;  Disposiciones  VariaSf 
MS.,  vi.  3-13;  Sigiienza  y  06ngora,  Carta,  MS.,  passim;  Doc,  Ecles.  M6i;., 
MS.,  i.  1-32;  ii.  2-6,  25,  47-52,  74;  Vireyes  de  Mex,,  Instruc,  MS.,  s^rie  L 
49;  s^rie  ii.  8,  23;  MaUrcUamiento  de  Ind,,  1-15;  Lazcano,  VidadelP.  OviedOf 
70-101,  140-57;  rtgueroa^Vindicias,  MS.,  12,  74,  78,  123;  Villagutierre,  Hist. 
Conq.  Itza,  192-9,  211-49,  291-659;  Alegre,  Hist,  Comp,  Jesus,  i.  41-3;  ii 
223-4;  iii.  31-40,  109-215;  Papers  de  JesuUas,  MS.,  5;  Espinosa,  Ckron, 
ApoMt,,  465-6,  488-534;  CalU,  Mem,  y  Not,,  70;  Davila,  Mem,  Hist,,  pt.  L 
19-28;  iii  252-96;  Monumenlos  Domin,  Esp„  MS.,  104-9,  132,  152-5;  Villa' 
Senor  y  Sanchez,  Theatro,  i.  122  et  seq.;  Vetancvrt,  Cron,  Sam  Evang.,  75-9, 
136;  Id,,  Teatro,  51-2;  Id,,  Trot,  Mex,,  16-17;  Cm-t^n,  Hist,  N,  Esp.,  26-30; 
Arricivita,  Crdn,  Serdf,,  94-7,  169-70,  241-312,  683-5;  Carriedo,  Entudioa 
Hist.,  116;  Guatemala,  Col,  C6dulas  Reales,  passim;  Pacheco  and  Cdrdencu, 
Col.  Doc,  ix.  133-49,  150-79;  Doc,  Hist,  if  ex,,  s^rie  i.  torn.  i.  ii.,  passim; 
s^rie  ii.  iv.  66  et  seq.;  vi  17-96;  Arlegui,  Prov,  de  Zae,,  Sl-2,  92-123,  201-6, 
250-2;  Escamilla,  Noticias,  4;  Peeop,  deJnd.,  i.  599;  N,  Mex,  Cidulas,  MS., 
80-2,  149-64,  281-4,  322-9;  Derrotero  para  Naveg,,  MS.,  13-22,  88-90; 
Egidos  de  M^x.,  MS.,  61;  JaiUandier,  Extraite,  MS.,  passim;  America  De- 
scrip.,  MS.,  155-8,  166,  177-9,  196-8,  207-39;  N.Vizcaya,  Doc.  Mex.,  iv.  14- 
21;  Texas,  Doc,  Hist.,  MS.,  455-9;  Morfi,  Doc,  Mex,,  iv.  442-4;  Escobar, 
Breve  Trot,  Ord,,  MS.,  passim;  Berrotaran,  Doc,  Mex.,  i  171-7;  Panes, 
Extension,  MS.,  passim;  Reales  Ordenes,  iii.  56-72,  308-12;  iv.  416-19; 
Morelli,  Fasti  Novi  Orbis,  605-10;  Mayer  MSS,,  passim;  Laet,  Amer,  De- 
script.,  256-9;  Alaman,  Diaert,  iii  38-53,  211,  390;  Lerdode  Tejada,  Amtnt. 
Hist.,  no.  5,  289-94,  366,  380-92;  Arevalo,  Compend,,  29-30;  Humboldt, 
Essai  Pol.,  i  276-81;  Id.,  New  Spain,  ii.  203-22;  Id.,  Tobias  Estad.,  MS., 
7-40;  Id.,Ver8uch,  ii.  178-86;  QonzaUs,  Col.  N,  Leon,  39-58;  Arroniz,  Hist, 
y  Cron,,  122-39;  Hernandez,  Estad,  Mej,,  17-18;  Nayaritas,  Relac.  Conquist, 
6;  Cavo,  Tres  Siglos,  ii  69-119;  Verona,  Paromologia,  MS.,  1-93;  Lacunza, 
Discursos  Hist.,  no.  xxxv.,  503-9;  Rodriguez,  Cuadro  Hist.,  41-2;  Soc  Mex, 
Geog.,  Bol,,  ii.  29;  iu.  239-42;  iv.  19;  v.  312;  ix.  64;  xi.  504;  Id,,  2da  dp^i. 
218-22;  ii.  337;  iii.  175-6;  3a  6p.  iv.  258;  Nueva  Espaila,  Breve  Res.,  MS., 
141-222;  Instrucciones  d  los  Vireyes,  302-17;  Kerr's  CoLVoy.,  x.  263-72, 
337-40;  Correal,  Voy.,  i  44-5;  Ortiz,  Mex,  Indep,  Libre,  425-33;  Zerecero, 
Rev,  Mex.,  4-5,  508,  525-7;  Mo/ras,  L' Exploration,  ii.  104;  Zamora,  Bib, 
Leg.,  ii.  253-5;  iv.  442-4;  Ortega,  Alegacion,  1-60;  Rivera,  Oobemantes  de 
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Mex.f  i.  252-68;  Sow.^  EpUeop,  Mex.^  162-78;  Kottv,  Annates  desVoy.,  c.  62; 
cliii.  8;  Rivera,  IJist,  Jalapa,  i.  98-110,  181-3;  Varioa  Impi'esos,  iii.,  passim; 
FoHseca  y  Urrutia^  Real  Hoc.,  i.  28-35,  324-5;  Orizaba,  Ocurrencias  en,  1  et 
seq.;  Regittro  Yucaieco,  ii.  6-10;  Mexico,  Not.  Cuidad  Afex.,  22,  295-8; 
Zamacois,  Hist.  M^j.,  y.  439-653,  723-6;  x.  1362-3;  Pap.Var,,  ii.,  passim; 
clxvii.  3-9;  cxcvi.  11  etseq.;  Alvarez,  Estvdios  Hist.,  iii.  263-4;  Sammiung 
€iUer  Reisebesch,  xii.  386-403,  634-52;  xiiL  484-9;  Monroy,  Oraciones  Paveg. , 
passim;  Ancona,  Hint.  Yuc,  ii  316;  Museo  Mex,,  i.  61-3,  99-102;  iv.  73-80; 
Alzate,  Gaeetas,  iii.  441-2,  464;  Cartas  Edijicantes,  vii  258-9;  Oaceta,  Mex., 
i.  ii.  iii.,  passim;  iv.  9  etseq.;  v.  18-370;  vi.  30-70;  viii.  277-309;  x.  98, 
185-6;  Robinson's  Mex.,  Rev.,  ii.  299-302;  Lussan's  Journal,  143-5,  348-84; 
Mayer's  Mex.  Aztec.,  i.  213-34;  Stephen's  Yuc,  ii.  195-8;  Mexico,  Notes  on, 
236;  Wif son's  Mex.,  24-5;  World  Displayed,  vi  49-65,  178-85;  West.  Indies 
Oeog.,  124-55;  Id.,  Descript.,  62-5;  Heylin's  Cosmog.,  1069-80;  Douglas* 
Summary,  72,  88;  Chappe,  Voy.,  17-25;  Foss(^,  Mex.,  9;  Macpher son's  An^ 
nals,  iii.  57;  ArchenhoUz's  Hist.  Pirates,  78-84;  Revenger's  Col.  Voy.,  i.  377-9, 
402-3;  iU.  3-4,  89-128,  309-10,  355-72;  Spanish  Empire  in  Am.,  l24r-6;  Rob- 
ertson's Hist.  Am.,  ii.  919,  1024;  Me^ta  y  Leompart,  Hist.  Am.,  i.  487-91, 
572-5;  Laharpe,  Abrege,  x.  86-93,  102-7, 124-31;  Oexmelin,  HisL  de  Flib.,  L 
261-76;  u.  285-301;  iu.  273-300;  Miiller,  Reisen,  iii.  195;  Hassel,  Mex.  et 
Ouat.,  229-43;  Mosaico  Mex.,  L  399-407;  iv.  66-7;  vi.  162-3;  Larenaudi^e, 
Mex.  et  Ouat.,  Vallejo,  Vida,  passim;  Drake,  Cavendish  and  Dampier,  Lives, 
201-2,  270-1;  Bumey's  Discov.  South  Sea,  iv.  127-8,  227-36;  HustracionMex., 
iu.  146-51;  Fancourt's  Hist  Yuc.,  277-86,  292-316;  Dice.  Univ.,  i.  80,  410, 
470,  625,  667;  it  64-6,  301-2;  iv.  800;  v.  53;  vi.  156  et  seq.;  vu.  341, 517-18; 
viii.  142,  passim;  ix.  287-432;  x.  96  et  seq.;  Viagero  Cfniv.,  xxvL  264, 
278-9;  xxvii.  68-70,  82-4;  Pinkerton's  Modern  Oeog.,  210-14;  Cage's  Survey, 
48-53;  Id.,  Voyage,  L  66-68;  Voyages,  A  New  Col.,  iii.  183-206;  Id.,  His- 
torical, L  332-60;  ii.  46-66;  Id.,  New  Univ.  Col,  i.  141-8,  219-24;  Ztinigay 
O.,  Calend.,  109-200;  Sharp's  Voy.,  115-20;  Payne's  Hist.,  67;  Dutiba/s 
Mex.,  197-8;  Cosmo,  Dice.  Hist.,  69,  183-6;  Veracntzano,  L  34;  Dampier's 
Voy.,  L  254-71;  Castellanos,  Derecho,  passim;  Sartorius,  Mex.,  33;  Castorena, 
RacaneSf  1-40;  Salesii,  De  Coj^essiomous,  passim;  Dillon^  Hist.  Mez.,  76-9. 
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During  the  seventeenth  and  eighteenth  centuries, 
Nueva  Galicia  almost  coincided  with  the  territory 
which  now  forms  the  states  of  Jalisco,  Aguas  Ca- 
lientes,  and  Zacatecas.  On  the  south,  however,  those 
parts  of  the  Avalos  provinces  that  lay  south  of  Au- 
tlan  and  Zayula,  now  forming  part  of  Jalisco,  appear 
to  have  then  belonged  to  New  Spain,  and  were  sub- 
ject to  the  viceroy,  while  in  the  north-east  Nueva 
Galicia  included  the  western  portion  of  what  is  now 
San  Luis  Potosf,  the  boundary  line  running  near 
Charcas  and  Matehuala.  The  territory  was  under 
the  political  rule  of  a  governor,  who  was  also  president 
of  the  audiencia  of  Guadalajara,  and  was  appointed  by 
the  king,  though  nominally  subject  to  the  viceroy.^ 
In  case  of  his  death  or  inability  to  perform  his  duties 
the  senior  oidor  of  the  audiencia  ruled  ad  interim 
until  a  new  appointment  could  be  made. 

In  the  seventeenth  century  the  governors  were 

^  During  the  latter  part  of  the  18th  and  the  begbning  of  the  19th  cen- 
tury their  titles  were  gobemador,  presidente  de  la  real  audiencia,  coman- 
dante  ffeneral,  and  intendente.  See  Cedvlario,  MS.,  i.  114,  209;  iii.  176,  238; 
Beal  Orden,  in  Mayer  MSS.,  no.  2;  UgarU  y  Loyola,  Bel,  in  SoCt  Mex, 
Oeog.,  Boletin,  2d  ep.,  iii.  307. 

(3M) 
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usually  lawyers,  and  their  duties  in  connection  with 
the  civil  administration  of  the  country  were  by  no 
means  arduous.  Later,  military  men  were  more  fre- 
quently appointed,  and  held  under  the  viceroy  the 
rank  of  captain-general;  but  their  responsibilities 
were  li^ht,  for  peace  prevailed  throughout  the  land 
except  m  Navarit,  where  a  comandante  was  stationed, 
subject  in  military  matters  to  viceregal  orders,  and  in 
political  and  judicial  aflfairs  to  the  governor  and  audi- 
encia.  The  election  of  subordinate  local  officials 
seems  to  have  belonged  originally  to  the  audiencia; 
but  after  long  disputes  between  that  body  and  its 
president,  during  which  both  parties  several  times 
appealed  to  the  crown,  the  latter  received  the  right 
of  making  appointments — a  license  which  he  had 
gradually  usurped.^ 

The  governor  subsequently  named  the  alcaldes 
n-ayon^Md  corregidoL  o/the  diJferent  districts, 
with  the  exception  of  Zacatecas  and  perhaps  one  or 
two  others,  where  the  king,  for  some  special  reason, 
retained  the  privilege.  He  also  appointed,  down  to 
1646,  many  of  the  officials  of  Nueva  Vizcaya.  All 
this  power  would  seem,  however,  to  have  been  vested 
in  him  as  president  of  the  audiencia,  for  the  revenues 
were  administered  by  special  treasurv  officials  ap- 
pointed  by  the  king,  the  governor  receiving  a  regul^ 
stipend.' 

There  are  few  incidents  worthy  of  record  concern- 
ing  the  governors  of  Nueva  Galicia,  and  these  relate 
for  the  most  part  to  trivial  matters,  as  the  quarrel  of 
one  with  a  bishop  about  some  petty  formality;  the 
unusual  brilUancy  of  the  bull-fights  at  the  installation 
of  another,  while  the  building  of  a  church  or  even  the 

*  Mota-Padilla,  Conq,  N,  Oal,^  508,  is  the  authority  for  this  usorpatioo, 
and  he  ^ves  the  number  of  appointments  in  1742  as  above  32;  but  Calle, 
Mem,  y£lot,y  02,  states  that  a  century  earlier  the  governor  had  the  appoint- 
ment of  54  officials  in  Nueva  Galicia  and  Nueva  Vizcaya. 

'The  revenue  collected  in  Guadalajara  from  all  sources  from  1730  to  1740 
was  2,332,335  pesos.  Mota-PadiUa,  Conq.  N.  Oal,,  318.  The  same  author 
boasts  of  the  promptness  with  which  Nueva  Galica  idways  paid  her  quota  of 
taxation. 
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transfer  of  a  sacred  image  during  a  ruler's  administra- 
tion was  considered  by  the  chroniclers  of  this  period 
an  event  sufficiently  remarkable  to  place  his  name 
side  by  side  with  that  of  a  viceroy.  Many  of  them 
were  able  men,  as  was  the  case  with  Juan  de  Villela, 
whose  rule  lasted  from  1607  to  1613.*  The  adminis- 
tration of  Diego  Nufiez  de  Morquecbo,  who  held  office 
from  1629  to  1632/  is  noteworthy  from  the  fact  that 
he  enforced  the  laws  which  forbade  the  ill-treatment 
of  Indians.     The  custom  had  become   prevalent  of 

Eractically  evading  the  royal  decrees  against  slavery 
y  advancing  to  native  workmen  sums  of  money  which 
they  could  never  pay,  and  which  thus  became  a  life- 
lien  upon  their  labor.  The  governor  accomplished  his 
purpose  by  limiting  the  amount  of  a  native  s  credit  to 
five  pesos.®  Antonio  de  Abarca,  who  was  appointed 
in  1702,  was  the  last  of  the  legal  profession  who  held 
office  as  governor,;  and  Toribio  Kodriguez  de  Solis, 
whose  administration  lasted  until  1716,  the  first  who 
bore  the  title  of  captain-general.® 

The  audiencia  of  Guadalajara  held  jurisdiction  over 

*  His  predecessor  was  Santiago  Vera,  who  was  in  office  from  1600  to  1606, 
and  it  is  said  that  he  interestea  himself  in  the  conversion  of  the  Indians  in 
the  north-western  sierra,  but  it  is  not  recorded  that  he  accomplished  much. 
On  March  6,  1610,  Francisco  Pacheco  de  C6rdoba  y  Bocanegra  was  appointed 
adelantado  of  Nneva  Galicia,  bnt  his  name  does  not  appear  as  one  of  the 
governors.  In  1612  his  wife  and  his  son  obtained  a  rental  on  the  Mexican 
treasury  of  1,312,500  maravedfs  and  in  the  following  yeas  his  daughter  re- 
ceived an  encomienda  of  Indians  in  New  Snain.  CalUf  Mem,  y  Not.,  90. 

^  His  predecessors  were  Alonso  Perez  Merchan,  who  was  in  power  from 
1613  to  1617,  and  Pedro  de  Otarola,  who  held  office  from  the  latter  date'to  1629. 
During  the  role  of  the  former,  earthquakes  and  floods  Occurred  in  the  province. 
Otarom  was  a  religious  enthusiast,  and  is  said  to  have  committed  a  kind  of 
pious  suicide,  since  he  died  of  fasthig. 

*  His  successor  was  Juan  Canseco  y  Quifiones,  who  was  governor  from  1636 
to  1643.  It  is  said  that  he  squandered  the  revenues  of  the  state  on  bull-fights, 
and  festivities  for  the  populace,  althou^  he  spent  large  sums  on  public  im- 
provements. 

"*  It  is  said  that  he  died  of  melancholy,  caused  in  part  by  the  impression 
made  on  his  mind  W  a  tragedy  styled  'Liife  is  a  Dream,'  which  was  performed 
at  his  reception.  The  partial  destruction  of  the  governor's  palace  by  Are  may 
have  increased  his  malady.  On  state  occasions  he  made  nia  appearance  so 
shabbily  apparelled  as  to  cause  the  audiencia  to  make  complaints  at  court. 

^He  was  appointed  in  1708.  His  successor,  Tom  to  Teran  de  los  Rios, 
who  undertook  the  task  of  bridging  the  Rio  Grande,  or  Tololotlan,  was  in 
office  from  1716  to  1724.  Governor  ^Ticolis  de  Ribera  y  Santa  Cruz,  who  ruled 
from  1724  to  1727,  was  constantly  involved  in  difficulties  with  subordinates, 
equals,  and  superiors.    He  escaped  removal  at  the  hands  of  the  India  Conn- 
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all  the  regions  occupied  by  the  Spaniards  north-west 
of  Nueva  Galicia,  including  also  the  Avalos  prov- 
inces, and  at  times  Colima.^  It  claimed  jurisdiction 
as  well  over  the  north-western  region  of  Coahuila  and 
Texas,  but  the  king's  decision  in  1679  was  adverse  to 
this  pretension.^^  It  does  not  appear  that  the  au- 
thoritv  of  the  audiencia  in  Nueva  Gralicia  differed  in 
any  respect  from  that  in  Nueva  Vizcaya,  although  on 
account  of  distance  and  consequent  expense,  only 
cases  of  considerable  importance  came  as  a  rule  from 
the  latter  territory.*^  The  oidores  of  the  audiencia 
were  alcaldes  in  criminal  proceedings,  but  had  no  voice 
in  matters  pertaining  to  war  and  exchequer;  and  after 
the  time  of  Governor  Ceballos,  who  ruled  during  the 
latter  part  of  the  seventeenth  century,  they  lost  the 
power  of  making  higher  appointments  which  origin- 
ally  they  seem  to  have  held.  The  president,  who,  as 
we  have  seen,  was  also  political  governor  of  Nueva 
Galicia,  simply  held  the  right  of  presiding  over  the 

cil  only  by  death,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  son.  The  few  and  meagre  rec- 
ords that  have  been  handed  down  to  us  concerning  these  officials  are  taken 
from  Mota-Padilla,  the  orimnal  historian  of  Nueva  Galicia. 

'  In  1790  Colima  was  subject  in  civil  afiairs  to  Nueva  Galieia.  In  matters 
ecclesiastic  it  was  entirely  under  the  bishop  of  Michoacan  till  Augusts,  1790, 
when  it  was  finally  decided  that  it  belonged  to  the  diocese  of  Guadalajara ; 
and  thus  Colima  continued  belonging  in  all  branches  of  administration  to 
2^ueva  Gralicia.  Colima,  HepresenUicion,  MS.,  4.  I>uring  the  17th  and  18th 
centuries  the  province  of  Colima  made  little  prof^ress  owing  to  its  isolated 
position.  The  Villa  de  Colima  continued  to  hold  its  rank  as  the  chief  town 
and  capital  of  the  province  and  was  the  residence  of  the  principal  part  of  the 
Spanish  population.  Some  dozen  or  more  smaller  towns  composed  the  remain- 
ing  settlements,  whose  inhabitants,  for  the  most  part  natives,  were  employed 
in  farming.  Besides  the  usual  agricultural  prcN^ucts,  a  limited  amount  of 
sugar  anof  cotton  was  produced;  a  few  natives  were  employed  in  the  manu* 
facture  of  matting;  considerable  salt  was  made,  and  a  variefy  of  fruits,  among 
which  were  the  cocoanut  and  plantain,  grew  in  abundance.  Upon  the  estab- 
lishment in  1787  of  the  system  of  intendencias  this  province  became  a  part  of 
the  intendencia  of  Guadalajara.  l/umboldt,  EsbqL  Pol.,  i.  259;  Caile,  Mem.  y 
Not,,  78;  Oac,  de  Mex,,  L  273;  ii,  282,  342;  Villa-Seflor  y  Sanchez,  Theatro 
-4m.,  ii.  83-8. 

^°  According  to  royal  c^ula  of  October  15,  1778,  the  audiencia  of  Guadala- 
jara then  had  jurisdiction  to  a  certain  degree  over  six  provinces:  Nueva 
Galicia,  Zacatecas,  Nueva  Vizcaya,  Sonora,  New  Mexico,  and  the  Califomias. 
Cedulario,  MS.,  ui.  9-10. 

^^  The  audiencia  was  composed  of  four  oidores,  or  judges,  and  a  fiscal,  or 
attorney,  each  with  a  salary  of  2,000  ducats.  There  was  also  quite  a  number 
of  minor  officials  of  whom  a  few  were  appointed  and  received  a  salary,  but 
most  of  them  bought  their  offices  at  auction,  paying  from  1,000  to  10,000 
pesos,  according  to  the  privileges  and  emoluments  connected  with  each. 
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court,  and  of  taking  the  place  of  honor  on  occasions 
of  state,  but  had  no  vote  in  judicial  matters.^* 

In  Nueva  Galicia  there  were  in  the  middle  of  the 
eighteenth  century  thirty-two  districts  under  corregi- 
dores  and  alcaldes  mayores,  although  a  century  earlier, 
according  to  Calle's  list,  they  numbered  forty-one. 
There  were  three  cities,  Guadalajara,  Zacatecas,  and 
Compostela;  eight  towns,  Lagos,  Aguas  Calientes, 
Jerez,  Fresnillo,  Purificacion,  Villagutierre  de  Aguila 
or  Villanueva,  Sombrerete,  and  San  Josd  de  Monte- 
zuma, near  Tepatitlan ;  and  twenty-one  reales  de  minas, 
or  mining  towns. ^'  So-called  pueblos  and  other  small 
settlements  scattered  over  the  territory  numbered  up- 
ward of  two  hundred.  The  officers  who  ruled  the 
large  towns  with  their  districts  annexed,  known  as 
alcaldlas  or  corregimientos,  were  with  few  exceptions 
appointed  by  the  president  of  the  audiencia,  and  re- 
ceived salaries.  Under  these  officials  in  each  city  and 
town  were  one  or  more  ordinary  alcaldes,  an  alguacil 
mayor,  four  regidores,  and  a  notary,  forming  virtually 
an  ayuntamiento,  though  not  often  called  by  that 
name.  There  seem  to  have  been  no  salaries  attached 
to  these  minor  positions,  and  that  of  alguacil,  or  con- 
stable, was  nearly  always  sold  at  auction,  at  different 
times  and  places.  Ordinarily  alcaldes  in  some,  and 
perhaps  all  the  towns,  were  elected  yearly,  requiring, 
m  the  larger  places  at  least,  confirmation  by  the 
president. 

Guadalajara,  the  capital  of  Nueva  Galicia,  the  cathe- 
dral city,  the  seat  of  the  audiencia,  and  the  place 
where  the  royal  treasury   was   kept,  swarmed  with 

^*  About  1670  there  was  a  quarrel  between  the  president  and  the  audien- 
cia as  to  the  right  to  appoint  a  governor  ad  interim  of  Nueva  Vizcaya.  The 
king  at  first  decided  in  favor  of  the  president,  but  Uter  reversed  his  decision ; 
and  later  still,  gave  the  president  and  fiscal  a  vote  on  the  subject.  Mota-Pa- 
dilla,  Conq.  N.  Gal,,  40(>-l.  See  also  on  audiencia  Rtcop,  de  Irid,,  L  326; 
Calle,  Mem.  y  Not.,  91-2. 

^'In  Calle's  time,  1646,  there  was  yet  a  villa  de  Espfritu  Santo  at  Tepic; 
Fresnillo  was  only  a  real  de  mina;  ana  neither  Villagutierre  nor  San  Joe^  had 
been  founded.    This  author  names  13  reales  de  minas. 
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officials,  and  he  was  a  humble  Spaniard  indeed,  who 
filled  no  public  position.  It  is  not  necessary  to  enter 
more  fully  into  the  details  of  the  municipal  machinery 
or  the  somewhat  intricate  relations  of  the  different 
branches  of  power  in  this  much  governed  city.^*  The 
treasury  department  was  under  a  staff  of  officers  whose 
chief  duty  it  was  to  receive,  tax,  and  stamp  silver  bull- 
ion, and  to  deliver  quicksilver  for  use  in  the  mines.  At 
one  time  the  administration  of  the  exchequer  seems 
to  have  been  intrusted  to  the  governor  and  audiencia, 
but  they  did  not  long  retain  control,  for  the  king 
always  took  care  that  the  precious  metals  in  transit 
between  the  mines  and  the  royal  coffers  in  Spain 
should  pass  through  as  few  hands  as  possible.  A 
branch  treasury  was  also  established  at  Zacatecas, 
where  the  revenue  for  a  single  decade,  commencing  in 
1730,  amounted  to  nearly  four  million  pesos. 

Before  1600,  as  we  have  seen,  rich  mines  were  dis- 
covered, and  during  the  next  two  centuries  many  were 
developed,  often  with  rich  returns  in  spite  of  great  dis- 
advantages. They  were  nearly  all  of  silver-bearing 
ore,  though  according  to  Mota-Padilla,  very  fine  gold 
was  taken  out  at  Mezquital,  and  in  such  abundance 
as  to  be  used  secretly  in  trade  throughout  the 
country.  This  yield  ceased  however  toward  the  mid- 
dle of  the  eighteenth  century.  Respecting  methods 
of  mining  and  of  reduction  we  have  little  or  no  con- 
temporaneous information,  while  of  the  yield  we  have 
for  statistics  only  a  few  meagre,  disconnected,  and 
doubtless  in  most  instances  inaccurate  statements 
bearing  upon  different  localities  at  different  periods. 

Bullion  was  presented  at  the  treasury  at  Guadala- 
jara, Zacatecas,  and  in  later  years  at  Llerena,  and  was 
there  properly  stamped  after  the  royal  dues  had  been 

^^  Villa-Sefior,  Teairo,  ii.  204-6,  names  the  secular  cabUdo  of  Guadalajara 
in  1745  as  consiBting  of  twelve  rendores,  alf^rez  real,  alguacil  mayor,  two 
alcaldes,  contador,  procurador,  ana  notary.  Be  also  speaks  of  a  custom* 
house  staffs 
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paid.  Thence  it  must  be  transported  to  Mexico  for 
sale  as  there  was  no  nearer  mint.**  The  labor  was 
mainly  performed  by  Indians,  under  Spanish  over- 
seers,  nominally  working  for  wages  of  from  two  to 
five  pesos  a  month,  yet  practicaUy  held  in  bondage 
during  much  of  the  time  and  in  many  sections.*^  The 
severest  toil,  however,  fell  to  the  lot  of  negro  slaves. 
Notwithstanding  the  richness  of  the  ores,  the  min- 
ing  industry  was  well  nigh  paralyzed  by  the  govern- 
ment monopoly  of  quicksilver,  which  restricted  the 
production  of  that  metal  to  the  mines  of  Almaden  in 
ipain.  Rich  deposits  are  said  to  have  been  discovered 
in  Nueva  Galicia,  especially  in  the  Sierra  de  Pinos, 
but  its  extraction  was  prohibited  by  c^dula  of  1730. 
The  immediate  eflfect  was  of  course  to  make  the  price 
of  quicksilver  so  excessive  that  only  the  most  produc- 
tive mines  could  be  profitably  worked,  to  say  nothing 
of  the  occasional  failure  of  the  supply  on  account  of 
interrupted  communication  with  Mexico.  But  these 
were  not  the  only  disadvantages  of  the  monopoly ;  for 
not  only  must  the  quicksilver  be  brought  directly  from 
the  government  officials,  but  must  be  bought  only  in 
large  quantities.  No  subsequent  transactions  were 
allowed,  nor  any  retail  trade  m  this  commodity.  It 
was  not  enough,  however,  that  quicksilver  must  be 
bought  in  large  quantities  and  at  exorbitant  rates; 
the  purchaser  must  at  the  same  time  become  responsi- 
ble for  the  payment  of  the  tax  on  the  amount  of  silver 
bullion  which  the  supply  purchased  would  enable  him 
to  produce!  This  was  intended  to  prevent  frauds  in 
evading  the  payment  of  taxes  and  tithes;  but  the 
practical  effect  was  that  if  the  discoverer  of  a  mine 
happened  to  be  a  man  without  means  he  was  com- 
pelled to  take  others  into  partnership ;  and  when  the 

'^In  1607  a  royal  order  was  obtained  ordering  a  mint  to  be  establlBhed  at 
Zacatecas,  but  nothing  was  done  in  the  matter.  Bemardez,  Zdc,,  38;  Villa-' 
Seilor,  Teatro,  ii.  223. 

^^Dampier,  Voyage^  i.  269,  speaks  of  some  hundreds  of  Indian  slaves  who 
worked  in  the  silver  mines  near  Gentizpao  in  1686,  carrying  ore  toCompostela 
and  supplies  back  to  the  mines. 
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mine  proved  valuable,  litigations  would  follow,  and 
the  discoverer  would  too  often  lose  his  interest." 

At  this  period  the  industries  of  agriculture  and 
stock-raising  were  fairly  prosperous.  There  was  no 
lack  in  Nueva  Galicia  of  fertile  land,  which  produced 
an  abundant  food-supply,  while  in  ocean  and  river 
there  were  excellent  fisheries.  Several  small  vessels 
were  built  on  the  coast  for  expeditions  to  California, 
the  workmen  being  sent  from  Mexico  and  encamping 
at  some  suitable  spot  near  the  mouth  of  a  river,  where 
they  felled  the  timber,  built  the  craft,  and  then  aban- 
doned their  camp.  Of  manufactures  there  were  none, 
except  the  rude  articles  made  by  the  natives  for  their 
own  use,  and  the  commerce  of  the  country  was  carried 
on  by  native  carriers,  pack-mules,  and  wagon-trains, 
by  means  of  which  agricultural  products  were  carried 
to  the  nearest  market,  ore  and  bullion  forwarded 
from  the  mines,  and  tools,  machinery,  quicksilver,  and 
clothing  brought  overland  from  the  city  of  Mexico. 
To  the  capital  were  also  sent  the  few  articles  of  prod- 
uce which  would  pay  the  cost  of  freight,  together 
with  herds  of  live-stock.  At  times  the  privilege  of 
killing  and  exporting  cattle  was  restricted  by  the  gov- 
ernor on  complaint  of  the  ecclesiastical  authorities 
that  the  amount  ef  tithes  was  thereby  diminished. 

The  city  of  Mexico  derived  much  greater  benefit 
from  the  resources  of  Nueva  Gralicia  than  did  the 
province  itself.  In  the  capital  alone  could  any  products 
except  those  of  mine  or  field  be  exchanged  for  money. ^^ 
Men  were  not  wanting  who  understood  these  disad- 
vantages, and  foremost  among  them  was  Mota-Padilla, 
who  never  ceased  his  efforts  to  separate  the  country 
from  New  Spain,  to  obtain  for  her  ports  a  trade  with 
China  and  with  Central  and  South  America;  to  estab- 
lish a  mint,  and  make  Guadalajara  a  centre  of  trade; 

^^ '  Ya  80  tiene  por  cierto  que  cuando  se  litiga  Bobre  mina  86  pierden  las 
leyes.'  Mota-PadilUi,  Cotiq.  If,  Gal.,  321. 

^^' Mexico  86  ha  hecho  gai|;aiita  precisa  por  donde  haya  d6  pasar  todo.' 
Mota-PadOla,  Conq.  N.  0<U.,  &3-4. 
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but  the  pressure  brought  to  bear  on  the  king  from 
the  New  World  metropolis  was  always  too  strong, 
and  the  interests  of  the  province  were  disregarded.^ 

The  total  population  of  Nueva  Galicia  in  the  middle 
of  the  eighteenth  century  was  estimated  at  not  less 
than  two  hundred  thousand,  of  which  number  sixty 
thousand  were  Indians  and  the  remainder  of  Spanish 
and  mixed  blood.  Though  this  seems  a  comparatively 
high  figure,  Mota-Padilla  certainly  had  excellent  ap- 
portunities  for  obtaining  correct  statistics.**  During 
the  second  half  of  the  century  the  population  seems 
to  have  increased  more  rapidly;  for  we  find  that  at 
the  beginning  of  the  nineteenth  century  the  popula- 
tion of  Guadalajara  was  variously  estimated  at  from 
nineteen  to  thirty-five  thousand,  and  that  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  audiencia  as  high  as  six  hundred 
and  thirty  thousand.*^ 

It  will  be  remembered  that  at  the  close  of  the  six- 
teenth century  Zacatecas  was  the  new  El  Dorado  which 
attracted  settlers  and  adventurers  from  all  parts;  the 
population  rapidlv  increased;  mines  were  being  dis- 
covered and  developed,  and  a  great  future  seemed  to 
be  in  store  for  the  new  colony.  At  that  time  the  site 
of  the  city  of  Zacatecas  seemed  anything  but  pleasant 

^'From  174&-53,  according  to  the  Notkias  Biog.  of  Icazbalceta,  the  his- 
torian made  efforts  to  have  tne  four  jurisdictions  of  the  coast,  Purificacion, 
Tepic,  Acaponeta,  and  Centizpac,  formed  into  a  new  government,  to  be  placed 
under  himself  as  ruler. 

^Mota-Padilla's  actual  basis  is  the  number  of  Indian  tributaries,  which 
was  8,000,  representing  16,000  persons,  not  including  chiefs,  the  aged,  or 
children.  C<mq,  N.  OaJ,,  509.  (xil,  8oc.  Mex,  Geog.,  Ym,  493,  says  the  popu- 
lation in  about  1750  was  estimated  at  about  115,000. 

''  Gil,  in  8oc.  Mex.  Oeog.t  viiL  493,  insists  however  that  in  1807,  on  taking 
tribute,  the  population  was  found  to  be  only  130,000,  having  increased  but 
15,000  since  1750.  There  is  no  doubt  that  there  was  a  misunderstanding  aa 
to  the  territory  included.  Humboldt,  Essai  Pol^  155,  and  New  Spain,  n. 
180-3,  gives  for  the  intendencia  of  Guadalajara  630,500,  and  for  the  citv 
19,500;  6,381  square  leagues  with  623,572  inhabitants  are  mentioned  in  Trt- 
bunal  del  ConsuUido,  1806.  Ortiz,  Mex,  Indep.y  79,  gives  630,000  for  1803. 
According  to  Navarro,  in  Soc,  Mex.  Oeog.,  2da  ^p.,  i.  291,  in  1810  the  inten- 
dencia of  Guadalajara  comprised  9,612square  leagues;  28partidos,  lOOcuracies, 
9  missions,  2  cities,  7  towns,  326  villages,  33  mining  districts,  370  haciendas, 
1,511  ranchos,  and  118  stock  ranches.  There  were  29  convents  and  7  nun- 
neries; 441  cl^rigos,  192  friars,  and  225  nuns;  there  were  164,420  Spaniards, 
172,676  Indians,  and  179,720  of  mixed  blood,  making  a  total  population, 
including  the  religious,  of  517^674. 
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to  the  Spaniards.  The  soil  was  little  adapted  to  the 
cultivation  of  wheat,  maize,  or  even  fruit,  excepting 
the  Indian  fig,  the  cactus  apuntia  covering  the  neigh- 
borhood in  every  direction.  Nevertheless  its  location 
had  raany  advantages.  The  climate,  though  change- 
able, was  healthy,  being  never  excessively  hot  or  cold. 
In  the  vicinity  variety  of  temperature  favored  the 
cultivation  of  different  agricultural  products.  Cattle- 
raieing  became  an  important  feature  at  an  early  day, 
and  besides  silver,  copper  lead  and  other  metals  were 
found  in  abundance.** 


The  three  or  four  persons  in  charge  of  the  treasury, 
and  the  corregidor,  appointed  directly  by  the  king, 
were  the  only  officials  who  were  paid  a  salary  at  Zaca- 

"The  vein*  aronnd  Zacatecaa  city  jiielded  in  1008  an  averse  of  more  than 
two  ouucos  per  cental.  Thoro  were  20  haciendas  dn  mimu,  wlioao  owners  woi-a 
north  from  30,000  to  100,000  pesos  each,  and  employed  about  100  Bpaniards, 
tlic  same  unmberof  negroes,  and  1,500  Indians.  Each  hacienda  worked  about 
60  centals  a  day.  Ko  smelting  was  done,  and  only  mule  power  was  used. 
Zacalecot,  Itel.,  In  Pachtco  and  CdrdtTUM,  t'oi.  Boc.,  ii.  183-7.  At  San 
Andr^  General  Meudiola  tore  donn  hi*  stone  buildings,  the  material  yielding 
tliree  marks  per  centaL  The  prodact  of  the  mines  at  Zacat«cas  had  deelined 
considerably  in  l~32i  there  were  only  24  reduction  works;  the  expensea 
1,300,000  pesos  per  year;  and  the  king  received  257,300  pesos.  Beniardet, 
Hm.  Hn.,  Vol.  ni.    30 
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tecas,  and  the  salable  oflSces  brought  at  auction  from 
six  to  eight  thousand  pesos.^  The  province  had  also 
a  lieutenant  captain-general,  and  a  force  of  troops  for 

Protection  in  case  of  outbreaks  among  the  natives." 
n  wealth  and  probably  in  population  the  city  was 
superior  to  the  capital  of  Nueva  Galicia.^ 

The  mining  districts  of  Fresnillo,  Sombrerete,  Fi- 
nos, Nieves,  Mazapil,  and  Zacatecas  were  all  alcaldias 
mayores,  subject  to  a  corregimiento,  to  which  grade, 
in  1736,  the  so-called  province  of  Zacatecas  was 
raised,  the  districts  of  Aguas  Calientes  and  Juchipila 
being  added  three  years  later.  When  the  alcaldias 
mayores  and  corregimientos  were  abolished  by  the 
ordinance  establishing  intendencias,  these  latter  dis- 
tricts were  made  a  part  of  the  intendencia  of  Gua- 
dalajara, until  joined  to  that  of  Zacatecas  by  royal 
decree  of  December  30,  1791. 

The  town  of  Aguas  Calientes  derived  its  name  from 
the  thermal  springs  in  its  immediate  vicinity.^    In 

ZaCt  42-50.  In  1750  the  mines  did  not  yield  more  than  500,000  pesos;  but 
the  output  increased  in  a  few  years  to  ten  times  as  much  throuj^h  the  efforts 
of  one  Laborde.  Jacobs*  Hist.  Inq.,  ii.  153.  The  wealthiest  inhabitant  of 
Zacatecas  was  Agustin  de  Zavala,  who  in  20  vears  had  paid  in  silver  king's 
fifths  to  the  amount  of  800,000  pesos,  which  shows  that  during  that  time  he 
had  sent  to  be  marked  4,000,000.  Salgado,  Vida,  23.  This  is  the  same  Zavala 
who  was  governor  of  Nuevo  Leon. 

^Zacatecas,  Rel.^  in  Pacheco  and  Cdrdenag^  Col.  Doc.^  ix.  184-6.  Mier  y 
Campo,  in  Reviata  Lien.^  ii.  Ill,  says  the  royal  treasury  was  established  in 
1767. 

**  In  1608  Cri8t6bal  de  Cardivar  is  named  as  holding  the  position  of  *  teni- 
ente  de  capitan  general.'  Ibid.  The  same  writer  speaks  of  a  governor  of 
Zacatecas  appointed  every  six  years  by  the  council  of  the  Indies.  A  *  capitan 
d  guerra*  is  also  mentioned  about  1745  in  Villa-Senor^  TeiUro,  ii.  223. 

'*The  population  of  the  province  of  Zacatecas  for  1793  as  given  by  Hum- 
boldt, Essai  Pol.,  i.  57,  155,  was  118,C27;  that  of  the  capital,  25,495,  and  in 
1803,  153,300  including  city  and  province.  For  description  of  principal 
places  see  Jd.,  200-61 ;  also  Vicujero,  Univ.,  xxvii.  105-6.  For  the  latter 
year  the  tribunal  del  cousulado;  in  Socr^Mex.  Oeog.,  Bolelin,  ii.  6,  gives  1681 
square  leagues  and  151,749  inhabitants.  Murillo,  Geog.  Hist.,  814,  gives 
40,000  for  the  city  in  1778-9,  and  Cancelada,  Ruina,  73-5,  the  same  figures 
as  the  consulado.  Navarro,  in  Soc.  Mex.  Geog.,  Boletin^  2d  ep.,  i.  291,  has 
in  1810  for  the  intendencia  of  2iac&tecas  2,355  square  leagues,  with  22,200 
Spaniards,  40,872  Indians,  and  77,555  other  races;  6  partidos,  17  curates,  a 
city,  2  villas,  28  pueblos,  19  reales  de  minas,  108  haciendas,  438  ranchos,  and 
16  cattle  ranchos.  See  also  HiuVh  Geog.^  ii.  132;  Soc.  Mex.  Geog.y  Boletin,  ix. 
275;  Brrghes,  Zac,  4;  Zuniga  y  O.,  Calend.,  116-17;  N.  Esp.,  Brev.  Res.,  ii. 
319-20. 

*''**The  town  used  the  royal  arms,  having  no  coat  of  arms  of  its  own. 
Aguirre,  Doc,  Antig.,  in  Soc.  Mtx.  Geog.,  Boletin,  2d  ep.  iii.  19.     For  other 
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1794  it  had  a  parish  church  and  three  convents  with 
about  thirty  friars,  and  as  many  other  clergymen. 
There  was  also  a  public  school  supported  by  funds 
bequeathed  by  a  resident  of  that  town.  Toward  the 
end  of  the  eighteenth  century  the  population  was 
rapidly  increasing,^  and  mining,  commerce,  agricult- 
ure, and  stock-raising  had  made  great  progress. 

Fresnillo  had  at  this  period  about  five  thousand  in- 
habitants and  was  governed  by  a  lieutenant  under  the 


^^o-L^j  ^^^ 


Zagatscas,  Aouas  Galientes,  San  Luis  Porosi. 

alcalde  of  Jerez;  there  was  a  large  parochial  church 
and  a  Dominican  hospice.  The  site  was  little  better 
than  that  of  Zacatecas.  The  mines  in  the  hills  of 
Proano,  south-west  of  the  town,  belonged  for  the  most 
part  to  the  marquis  of  Apartado.^ 

Most  of  the  settlements  in  the  province  of  San 


details  concemiDg  it  see  /c?.,  ii.  18;  Dice,  Univ.,  L  77-8;  5.  Miguel^  Rep. 
Mex,,  L  7. 

''In  1794  the  town  had  8,376  inhabitants.  Afjuirre,  Doc,  Antig.,  in  Soc, 
Mex.  Geof/.f  Boletin,  2d  ep.  iii.  21-5.  See  for  other  details  Dias,  Mex.^  v. 
322;  Gazetxt  Mex,,  i.-xv.,  passim. 

^^  The  curacy  of  Fresnillo  was  said  to  be  the  most  lucrative  in  Nueva 
Galicia,  paying  $12,000  per  year.  Morfi,  in  Doc.  Hist.  Mex,,  3d  ser.  iv.  333-5. 
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Luis  Potosl  were  founded  toward  the  close  of  the  six- 
teenth and  during  the  early  part  of  the  seventeenth 
century,  and  there  is  nothing  that  requires  record 
concerning  their  progress.  The  capital  of  the  same 
name  is  situated  on  the  eastern  declivity  of  the  great 
plateau  of  Andhuac,  in  a  fertile  and  extensive  valley, 
Dounded  on  the  west  by  the  mountains  of  San  Luis. 
The  oldest  records  of  the  town  council  date  back  to 
1612,  the  title  of  city  being  awarded  by  the  kin^  in 
1656.^  The  population  in  1604  consisted  of  eight 
hundred  Spaniards  and  some  three  thousand  Indians; 
and  about  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century, 
Villa-Seilor  states  it  at  sixteen  hundred  families. 
Most  of  the  natives  were  distributed  among  the 
mines  of  San  Pedro  and  the  neighboring  haciendas, 
and  from  this  time  forward  the  population  seems  to 
have  increased  rapidly.** 

San  Pedro,  Charcas,  Villa  del  Valle,  Guadalcdzar, 
Pdnuco,  and  other  towns  were  also  in  a  flourishinj 
condition.*^  The  mining  town  of  Catorce,  so  name< 
on  account  of  the  murder  of  fourteen  soldiers  by  sav- 
ages in  ancient  times,  appears  to  have  been  founded 
in  1772,^  though  some  place  the  date  as  early  as  1738. 

^  Iturribarria,  in  Soc.  Mex,  Geog,,  Bclttin^  yii.  300.  According  to  Arle- 
gui,  57,  in  1666. 

•*^  Statistics  concerning  the  population  of  San  Luis  Potosi  run  widely  apart. 
Humboldt,  Essai  PoL^  i.  67,  gives  for  1793  in  the  city  8,571,  and  in  the  pro- 
vince 242,280;  for  1803,  12,000 and  334,900 respectively.  Castillo,  inSoc.  Mex, 
Oeo(j.,  Boletin,  3d  ep  .v.  497,  gives  22,000  for  the  city  in  1787 — an  absurd  state- 
ment. Taladez,  Not.^  in  Id.,  68,  61,  in  1794  for  the  province  108,002.  ^^of.  de 
E^p.y  in  Id.,  ii.  19,  for  1805,  186,503;  so  Trih.  Consul,  in  Id.,  16;  see  for 
population  at  different  periods  Id.,  Id.,  ix.  272;  for  1808.  Cancelada,  liuina, 
73-5,  gives  311,503.  Navarro,  in  Soc.  Mex.  0*'og.,  BoUtin,  2d  ep.  i.  291, 
gives  lOT  the  intendencia  of  San  Luis  in  1810;  2,357  square  leagues,  with 
22,609  Spaniards,  88,949  Indians,  62,007  of  mixed  race,  a  total  of  173,651. 
There  were  10  partidos,  23  curacies,  and  19  missions;  one  city,  2  villas,  49 
pueblos,  15  reales  de  roinas,  124  Iiaciendas,  431  ranchos,  and  18  cattle  ranchos. 
Properly  there  were  14  partidos,  10  under  the  viceroy,  and  four  under  the 
commander-general  of  the  provincias  orientales.  See  also  Ilaasel,  Ilandbuch, 
Mex.  and  Guat.,  224-9. 

^^  In  1740  8an  Pedro  had  100  families  of  Spaniards,  mestizos,  and  mulattoes, 
with  some  2,000  Indians  in  the  vicinity;  Charcas,  40  or  50,  and  Villa  del  Valle 
240  Spanish  families.    Villa-Sefior,  Theatro,  i.  64-9. 

'^See  Campo,  Soc.  Mex.  Geog.^  Boletin,  2d  ep.  iv.  374.  Five  thousand  in- 
habitants are  given  for  the  year  1776,  in  Ward^8  Mex.,  ii.  132-3,  which  seems 
exaggerated.  According  to  Haasel,  Ilandbuch,  the  mines  were  discovered  in 
1770. 
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Cedral  was  established  in  1780,  and  became  a  doc- 
trina  in  1790.^ 

The  alcalde  mayor  of  San  Luis  Potosl  held  the 
title  of  lieutenant  captain-general,  the  appointment 
being  made  on  account  of  the  proximity  of  that  prov- 
ince to  the  Chichimec  frontier,  where,  however,  the 
friars  were  actively  engaged  in  the  work  of  conversion. 
The  ayuntamiento  of  the  capital  consisted  of  twelve 
regidores,  alcaldes,  alguaciles,  and  other  necessary 
officials."  The  title  of  city  was  granted  by  viceroy 
Alburquerque  in  1656,  and  was  confirmed  by  Felipe 
III.  August  17,  1658.  On  the  25th  of  October  1787 
the  province  was  made  an  intendencia.^ 

Of  the  mining  and  other  industries  I  shall  have 
occasion  to  speak  later.  The  only  disturbances  which 
seem  to  have  occurred  in  San  Luis  Potosl  are  those 
on  the  occasion  of  the  Jesuit  expulsion  in  1767. 
When  these  were  suppressed,  the  province  made  ex- 
traordinary process,  remaining  free  from  political 
convulsions  until  in  1810  the  country  was  aroused  by 
the  revolution  of  Dolores.^ 

"  See  article  on  San  Lois  Potoef,  in  Dice,  Univ.,  x.  321,  and  IturrtbarriOf 
in  8o€.  Mex,  Geog,,  Boletin,  tU.  304. 

'^At  an  early  date  the  city  had  ^ve  convents  and  a  Jesuit  college.  Ccdle, 
Mem,  y  NoL,  77;  Santos,  Chron.,  467. 

'^The  first  intendente  was  Bruno  Diaz  Salcedo,  who  took  possession  on  the 
same  day.  Castillo^  in  Soe,  Mex,  Geog.,  Boletin,  3d  ep.  y.  497.  See  also  in 
Id„u.  19-20,  90-110;  Humboldt,  EsaaiPol,,  I  282-6;  ZuiligayO.,  CaUnd,, 
117;  Gazeta  Mex.y  i.-xvi.,  passim. 

"^Besides  Mota-Padilla  the  following  authorities  have  been  consulted  for 
matters  treated  in  this  chapter :  Torquemada,  iii.  333-4,  342,  384;  Apostolicos 
A/aneSf  passim ;  VUla-Seftor  y  Sanchez,  Theatro,  ii.  204-26;  Zacatecas,  Rel. , 
in  Pacheco  and  Cdrdenas,  Col,  Doc,,  ix.,  179-91;  Alegre,  Hist.  Comp.,  L  205- 
29,440;  u.  24-5.  52-3, 81-2, 150-9,  241. 416  et  seq.;  iii.  20-1,64-9,91-2, 191-2; 
Arlegiiit  Cron.  Zac.,  passim;  BernardeZy  Zac.,  26-90;  Michoacan,  Prov.,  95, 
115-16;  Arricivita,  Crdn,  Serdf.,  92,  590;  Espinosa,  Crdn,  Apost,,  415,  499- 
507;  Ayeta^  De/cTisa  Verdad^  passim;  Ribas,  Hist.  T'riumphos,  729;  Martjil 
de  Jesus,  Notizie,  passim;  Venefjas,  Not.  Cat.,  ii.  615-16;  Dice.  Univ.,  iv. 
376-9;  ix.  860-2;  x.  168,  1032-88;  Instruccion  Vireyes,  3,  12,  126;  Iglesias, 
Rel.,  289-316;  Jalisco,  Not,,  16-23,  06,  141;  Mofras,  Explor,,  i.  266;  Lazcano, 
VUla  de  Oviedo,  149^-56;  Aljaro  yPifla,  Cat.  de  Guad.,  5-14;  Caatilla,  Espejo, 
1-297;  Revista,  Scien,,  ii  110-11;  Morji,  Diario,  329;  Jacobus  Hist,  Inq.,  ii. 
153;  Dampier^s  Voy,,  i,  257-72;  Salvador,  in  Doc.  Hist,  Mex.,  3d  series,  iv. 
653;  Cavo,  Tres  Slglos,  ii.  163-4;  Museo  Mex.,  2d  ep.  L  2;  FunnelTs  Voy., 
91;  Gil,  in  Soc  Mex,  Geog.,  viii  493. 
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THE   CONQUEST   OF  NAYARIT. 

1701-1722. 

The  Last  Kefuox  of  Idolatry  in  Nueva  Galicia— Gxoobapht  of  Nata- 
BIT— Charactebistics  of  the  Natives — Partial  Success  of  Arisbaba 
IN  1618— Trouble  at  Acaponeta — Massacre  of  Bracahoute  and  his 
Party  in  1701 — Revolt  at  Colotlan— The  Barefoot  Friars— Men- 
diola's  Expedition  and  The  First  Jesuit  ATTEBiPT— The  Tonati 
Visits  Mexico— His  Treaty  and  his  Flight— Preparations  and  Ob- 
stacles AT  Zacatecas — Camp  at  Peyotlan— Flores  in  Command — 
Assault  on  the  Mesa — The  Nayarits  Subdued  and  Conquest 
Achieved— Progress  of  the  Missions. 

After  the  conclusion  of  the  Mixton  war^  it  was  be- 
lieved that  the  powerful  blow  administered  by  Vice- 
roy Mendoza  to  the  revolted  savages  of  Nueva  GraJicia 
had  been  final.  The  utter  defeat  and  rout  of  the 
Chichimecs,  who  then  made  a  last  heroic  effort  to 
throw  off  the  Spanish  yoke,  had  been  decisive.  The 
Spaniards  enjoyed  the  peaceful  possession  of  the  terri- 
tory in  the  firm  belief  that  no  further  attempts  would 
ever  be  made  by  the  scattered  natives  to  assert  their 
ancient  rights.  The  Indians  had  not  been  finally  sub- 
dued, however,  and  two  centuries  later  the  struggle 
was  to  be  renewed.  Many  of  the  natives  who  had 
escaped  death  or  captivity  at  Cuind,  Nochistlan,  and 
Mixton  had  taken  refuge  in  what  was  later  known  as 
the  sierra  of  Nayarit.* 

^  See  Hist,  Mex,,  iL  490-615,  this  series. 

'  The  re^on  so  called  is  situated  in  modem  Jalisco,  north  of  the  Tololo- 
tlan,  on  and  south  of  the  Durango  boundary,  east  of  the  coast  province  of  Aca- 
poneta,  west  of  Zacatecas,  on  and  near  the  river  San  Pedro.  In  NayaritoBf 
jieL,  4-5,  Nayarit  is  described  as  a  province  of  22  pueblos,  lying  within  a 
triangle  formed  by  the  towns  of  Zacatecas,  HuajuquiUa,  and  Guazamota.  It 
incbided  a  valley  enclosed  by  high  mountains  broken  only  by  the  Rio  Vara- 

(810) 
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Very  little  has  been  learned  about  the  country 
since  its  so-called  conquest  in  the  first  quarter  of  the 
last  century.  It  is  still  inhabited  for  the  most  part 
by  aborigines  seemingly  but  little  under  the  control 
of  Mexican  authority,  and  has  become  famous  of  late 
years  as  the  central  stronghold  from  which  the  native 
chieftain  Lozada  attempted  valiantly,  but  in  vain,  to 
restore  the  independence  of  his  nation.     One  or  two 


difficult  passes,  easily  defended  gainst  a  superior  in- 
vading force,  lead  to  a  succession  of  wooded  peaks, 
arid  mesas,  huge  chasms,  and  small  valleys  of  consid- 
erable fertility.  The  natives  inhabiting  this  region 
became  known  to  the  Spaniards  as  Nayarita,  Coras, 
and  Tecualmes;  there  were  also  other  minor  tribes, 
who  together  with  them  claimed  descent  from  the 

nia — by  vbich  may  be  tneant  the  Tololotlan.  The  entnuice  ia  ten  leagnea 
from  Guaz&mota.  Accardins  to  Apottillicoa  Afantt,  173,  the  chief  river  is  the 
JeaBB  MiLTte  y  Joaepb,  probebly  the  modern  San  Pedro,  which  is  ttibutaiy  to 
the  Tololotlttn,  Mota-PadiUft  and  Alegre  content  themselres  with  giving 
latitude  and  longitude,  with  geiier&l  beuings  from  well  known  point*.  It  ia 
evident  that  the  carl;  writera  knew  nothing  of  Nayaiit  geograpDj. 
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Aztecs,  a  claim  supported  to  some  extent  by  their 
language.* 

In  the  central  parts  of  Nayarit  are  two  plateaus, 
known  as  the  mesas  del  Tonati  and  del  Cangrejo,  on 
the  former  of  which  were  the  nation's  sacred  temples. 
The  people  were  a  bold  race  of  mountaineers,  for  the 
most  part  savages,  their  Aztec  forefathers  having 
handed  down  to  them  only  a  few  religious  forms,  and 
a  knowledge  of  agriculture.  They  enjoyed  a  fine  and 
healthy  climate.  In  their  territory  was  an  abundance 
of  wild  fruits,  and  no  lack  of  game.  They  dwelt  in 
security  under  the  protection  of  their  own  gods,  with 
w^hom  they  were  content;  but  what  they  seem  to  have 
prized  above  all  was  their  long  immunity  from  Span- 
ish and  christian  intermeddling.  Nevertheless  they 
beheld  with  distrust  the  progress  of  the  Spaniards, 
and  gradually  found  themselves  entirely  surrounded 
by  numerous  missions.  From  their  observations  and 
the  reports  of  fugitives  they  had  ample  opportunities 
to  study  the  effects  of  the  new  institutions  that  had 
encircled  their  retreat;  but  their  conclusion  was  that 
their  old  gods,  customs,  and  rulers  were  good  enough. 
Like  most  other  natives,  they  doubted  not  their  abil- 
ity to  resist,  with  the  aid  of  their  natural  defences, 
notwithstanding  their  small  numbers — perhaps  never 
more  than  three  or  four  thousand.  Circumstances 
contributed  to  strengthen  their  self-confidence  as  the 
Spaniards  long  delayed  active  measures  to  subdue 
them. 

The  Indians  in  their  visits  to  the  coast,  where  they 
were  wont  to  obtain  salt  in  large  quantities  for  barter 
with  inland  tribes,  or  to  the  Zacatecan  towns,  came 
often  into  friendly  contact  with  the  friars  and  soldiers, 
always  declining  their  invitations  to  become  christians, 
and  gradually  forming  the  idea  that  submission  was  to 

'See  Native  Races  of  the  Pacific  States,  iii.  719^20.  The  region  is  often 
called  sierra  de  los  Coras.  According  to  Apost6licos  AfaneSf  8-9,  the  Nay- 
arits  were  there  when  the  Mexicans  marched  south  in  search  of  homes,  and 
the  lon^  lines  of  intrenchments  by  which  they  defended  their  land  were  still 
visible  in  1752. 
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be  altogether  optional.    The  friars,  however,  had  other 
views. 

In  the  sixteenth  century  there  is  no  record  of  any 
definite  communication  with  Nayarit;  but  we  are  told 
that  in  the  first  years  of  the  seventeenth,  Captain 
Ger6nimo  de  Arciniega  penetrated  to  Guainamota, 
took  thence  two  thousand  Indians,  and  with  them 
founded  four  settlements.*  Then  we  have  a  vague 
narrative  of  the  expedition  in  1616  to  1618  of  Cap- 
tain Miguel  Cadera  with  several  companions.  They 
are  said  to  have  set  forth  from  Compostela  and  to 
have  spent  some  time  about  the  entrance  to  the  for- 
bidden realms,  meeting  the  king  and  his  attendants, 
receiving  four  children  as  a  gift,  and  making  so  favor- 
able an  impression  that  some  of  the  Nayarits  came  to 
Tepic  and  even  submitted  to  baptism.  About  the 
same  time  a  band  of  rebellious  Tepehuanes  from 
Durango  sought  refuge  in  the  southern  sierra,  and 
Captain  Bartolom^  Arisbaba,  pursuing  them,  met 
Caldera  and  the  Indians  at  Guazamota.  Here  was 
a  chance  for  the  great  chief  to  give  a  practical  demon- 
stration of  his  new  friendship,  as  in  fact  he  is  said  to 
have  done,  by  offering  to  join  in  the  pursuit.  Of  the 
result  we  only  know  that  Arisbaba  left  on  a  stone 
preserved  in  the  church  at  Guazamota  as  late  as  the 
middle  of  the  eighteenth  century,  an  inscription  recit- 
ing that  in  1618  he  conquered  the  province  of  San 
Joq6  del  Gran  Nayar.  His  conquest  however  cannot 
have  been  a  very  effectual  one,  probably  consisting  of 
certain  ceremonies  of  formal  submission,  of  which  the 
wily  natives  were  ever  prodigal  outside  of  their  own 
territory;  and  Guazamota  was  on  the  frontier  and 

*Mota-PadUla,  Conq,  N.  (?a/.,  458-9.  Other  Indians  were  added  in  1603, 
and  in  1606  the  king  thanked  Arciniega  for  his  services.  The  same  author 
relates  that  in  1613  father  Miguel  de  Aranzd  walked  barefoot  up  the  Sierra 
de  los  Coras,  meeting  many  natives  under  a  one-eyed  chieftain  who  said  his 
name  was  Nayarit,  uius  originating  a  name  for  the  province  and  for  the  peo- 
ple. It  is  probable  that  the  name  did  come  from  a  native  ruler.  Accoraing 
to  ApoUdlicoa  Afane»t  2,  9,  it  was  from  £1  Naye,  the  first  who  attained  to 
regal  power.  £1  Gran  Nayar  is  another  and,  according  to  this  author,  more 
vmgar  form.    He  however  calls  the  chief  ruler  in  161G  £1  Gran  Nayarit. 


314  THE  CONQUEST  OF  NAYABIT. 

not  within  the  pass.  From  this  time,  the  Franciscans 
seem  to  have  had  a  station  there/ 

It  was  also  in  1617  that  Acaponeta  was  attacked 
and  destroyed  by  a  force  said  to  have  come  from  Du- 
rango,  and  which  seems  to  have  incited  a  revolt  of 
the  natives  in  this  region.  Aid  soon  came  from  Gua- 
dalajara and  Guadiana  however,  and  peace  was  re- 
stored. It  is  not  unlikely  that  Arisbaba  was  in 
command  of  the  Teenforcement  sent  on  this  occasion, 
and  that  it  was  against  the  destroyers  of  Acaponeta 
that  the  alliance  of  the  Gran  Nayarit  was  utilized. 
In  1667,  and  again  a  few  years  later,  the  Franciscans 
drew  from  Nayarit  some  converts  for  their  outside 
missions.  According  to  a  royal  decree  of  1673  the 
friars  were  to  be  aided  in  their  efforts,  but  nothing 
more  was  done  during  the  century.* 

In  1701  Captain  Francisco  Bracamonte,  who  seems 
to  have  been  military  commander  on  the  frontier,  had 
gained  the  friendship  of  the  Nayarits,  and  was  even 
known  as  protector  of  the  Gran  Nayar.  Governor 
Gutierre  of  Nueva  Galicia  now  proposed  to  use  his 
influence  in  the  subjugation  of  their  territory.  Bra- 
camonte, not  without  misgivings,  accepted  the  offer, 
and  with  several  priests,  escorted  by  a  dozen  soldiers, 
set  about  his  task.  The  Nayarits  were  indignant  at 
this  action  of  their  friend,  and  forbade  all  further  ad- 
vances. Foolishly  Bracamonte  was  induced  by  his 
companions  to  go  on  and  enter  the  pass  known  as  El 
Simon.  The  result  was  that  only  one  of  the  ill-fated 
band  escaped,  badly  wounded,  the  rest  being  slain 
with  their  commander.^ 

The  natives  now  became  more  aggressive  in  their 
policy.  In  1702  there  were  tumults  on  the  frontier, 
during  which  the  Nayarits  not  only  sheltered  fugitives, 

^AposMlicos  A  fanes,  28-34;  Alegre,  Hist,  Comp,,  iii.  197-8.  Arlegui, 
Cron.  Zac.,  172,  tells  us  that  his  order  first  entered  Nayarit  in  1635. 

«See  Mota-PadiHa,  Conq.  N,  GaL,  469. 

^  The  account  of  this  occurrence  in  Apostdlkos  Afants,  34-5,  is  made  up 
from  a  written  statement  by  the  survivor,  and  from  the  testimony  of  some 
Indians  who  were  present  at  the  massacre. 
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but  sent  a  force  under  the  chief  Tzomon  to  aid  the 
malecontents.  Depredations  were  committed  from 
time  to  time;  and  though  open  rebellion  was  finally- 
prevented  on  the  west,  the  dissatisfaction  spread  east- 
ward, and  in  1703-4  as  we  are  told  by  Arlegui,  the 
Indians  of  the  Tololotlan  sierra  rose,  killed  Captain 
Silva,  their  protector,  threatened  their  curate,  and 
stole  everythmg  within  their  reach.  They  were  four 
thousand  in  number,  held  meetings  at  Nostic,  and  sur- 
rounded Tlaltenango ;  but  Count  Santa  Rosa  marched 
against  them  with  three  hundred  men  from  Zacate- 
cas,  and  defeated  them  with  considerable  slaughter. 
Whether  the  Nayarits  took  any  active  part  in  this 
revolt  we  are  not  informed.^ 

The  Navarits,  though  often  professing  friendship 
or  even  submission  on  the  border,  allowed  no  white 
man  to  enter  their  province;  and  thus,  by  the  weak- 
ness of  Spanish  effort  rather  than  by  any  achievement 
of  their  own,  became  day  by  day  more  firmly  con- 
vinced that  they  could  not  be  conquered.  Various 
attempts  were  made  to  reduce  them,  but  with  insuffi- 
cient forces.  Then  a  party  of  devoted  Franciscans 
from  Nueva  Galicia  started  barefooted  from  Guada- 
lajara for  the  dominions  of  the  devil  and  Gran  Nayar. 
But  not  even  bare  and  saintly  feet  were  permitted  to 
enter  there,  and  the  sorrowing  friars  turned  back 
from  Guazamota.  All  this  occurred  before  1709. 
The  Nayarits,  however,  as  proved  later,  were  by  no 
means  invincible;  all  that  was  required  for  their 
reduction  was  a  determined  effort  by  a  few  hundred 
armed  men.' 

The  time  for  decisive  action  had  not  yet  arrived. 

*  Arlegui,  Cron,  Zac,  89-90,  201.  Mota-Padilla,  Conq.  N,  Gal.,  459,  gives 
the  date  of  the  defeat  of  Bracamonte — whom  he  calls  Juan — in  1709. 

*The  Jesuit  chroniclers,  like  the  author  of  the  Society's  Ap08tdlico$  J/anes, 
or  Apostolic  Labors,  though  doubtless  conversant  with  the  facts,  delight 
in  exaggerating  here  as  elsewhere  the  fruitless  efforts  of  state  and  church  to 
bring  gentiles  to  law  and  faith  before  the  task  was  undertaken  by  the  com- 
pany of  Jesus.  The  Jesuits  were,  like  other  orders,  zealous  and  able  workers; 
but  they  also  had  the  good  fortune  in  several  notable  instances  to  undertake 
a  difficult  task,  just  when  the  government  was  ready  to  learn  by  past  ex- 
perience and  adopt  an  effective  policy. 
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Pursuant  to  the  recommendation  of  oidor  Pacheco  of 
Guadalajara,  a  royal  decree  of  1709  ordered  both  the 
viceroy  and  the  audiencia  to  intrust  the  spiritual  con- 
quest of  the  savage  district  to  the  famous  Franciscan 
friar  Margil  de  Jesus.  Delays  occurred,  and  the  plan 
of  Padre  Margil  was  not  matured  till  1711.  His  sug- 
gestions were  adopted  and  all  needed  aid  promised, 
but  he  was  instructed  in  case  of  failure  to  make  care- 
ful observations  which  might  be  useful  in  the  future. 
The  good  friar,  with  his  companion.  Fray  Luis  Del- 
gado  Cervantes,  and  six  frontier  caciques,  set  out  for 
Guazamota.  The  Naj^arit  chief  was  notified  of  their 
intention,  and  permission  to  advance  was  denied.  The 
Nayarits  would  sooner  die  than  become  Christians. 
Still,  Father  Margil  pressed  forward  until  stopped  b}'' 
hostile  demonstrations.  No  miracle  took  place  to 
soften  tjie  barbarian's  heart.  The  chief  insultingly 
gave  the  friars  for  supper  a  fox-skin  stuffed  with 
straw,  and  retired  with  his  men  to  the  mountains. 
This  was  too  much  for  Christian  digestion;  and  sadly 
the  would-be  apostles  again  turned  back.  By  force 
alone  could  the  gospel  of  peace  be  given  to  these 
obstinate  heathen,  and  Father  Margil  now  came  to 
the  sensible  conclusion  that  the  next  attempt  at  con- 
version should  be  made  with  the  assistance  of  at  least 
a  hundred  well  armed  soldiers.  But  this  was  expen- 
sive, and  Nayarit  must  wait.^^ 

The  next  expedition  was  accompanied  by  a  member 
of  the  company  of  Jesus.  Obstacles  now  began  to  dis- 
appear, and  compared  with  preceding  attempts  this 
one  was  almost  a  success.  General  Gregorio  Matias 
de  Mendiola,  with  thirty  Spaniards,  a  hundred  Ind- 
ians, and  some  friars,  arrived  at  Guazamota  in  1715, 
early  in  December.     In  January  1716  the  Nayarit 

*®  Father  Pablo  Felipe  wrote  a  report  of  this  embassy  from  which  comes 
the  information  in  Apostdlicos  Afanes,  55-61.  The  date  is  made  1710  in  Nay- 
aritas,  liel.,  6,  and  Pedro  Alvarez  de  Roa  is  named  as  protector  in  that  year. 
In  the  baint's  life,  Margil,  Notizie,  67-72,  it  is  stated  that  he  was  on  the  point 
of  being  killed  during  this  joumev,  but  that  God  struck  terror  into  the  hearts 
of  the  savages,  thus  saving  his  life. 
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chiefs  allowed  them  to  enter  the  pass,  and  the  country 
was  named,  after  the  day,  Provincia  del  Santo  Nombre 
de  Jesus.  Passing  across  the  San  Pedro  up  a  steep 
grade  to  a  plateau,  they  were  ceremoniously  received 
by  four  hundred  young  warriors;  further  on  they  met 
the  priests  of  the  sun  and  Nayarit  nobility.  They  were 
greeted  with  the  barbarous  etiquette  of  the  sierra 
tribes.  The  savages  readily  went  through  the  forms 
of  submission  to  the  authority  of  Felipe  V.,  but  re- 
fused to  change  their  religion. 

Argument  was  in  vain,  and  after  several  days  of 
festivity  the  Spaniards  noted  some  peculiarities  of  con- 
duct on  the  part  of  their  hosts,  which  prompted  them 
to  retire  with  more  alacrity  than  they  had  entered. ^^ 

The  mountaineers  now  became  more  haughty  and 
daring  than  ever,  until  the  tribes  of  the  coast,  tired 
of  their  continued  outrages,  assumed  about  1718  a 
hostile  attitude,  attacked  small  parties  which  ventured 
out  of  the  stronghold,  and  finally  were  able  to  cut  off 
Nayarit  communication  with  the  coast.  Then  came  a 
new  cddula  urging  as  usual  active  measures  for  the 
breaking  up  of  this  last  refuge  of  idolatry  in  Nueva 
Galicia.  The  viceroy  put  the  matter  into  the  hands 
of  Martin  Verd  ugo  de  Haro,  corregidor  of  Zacatecas, 
and  the  latter  intrusted  it  to  Juan  de  la  Torre  Valdds 
y  Gamboa,  a  rich  and  popular  citizen  of  Jerez,  with 
the  suggestion  that  a  Nayarit  representative  be  in- 
duced to  visit  Mexico.  Circumstances  were  favorable, 
since  the  Nayarits  were  in  great  trouble  about  the 
cutting-off  of  their  salt  supply  for  consumption  and 
trade.  Pablo  Felipe,  native  chief  and  governor  at 
San  Nicolds,  exerted  his  diplomatic  powers  in  favor 
of  Spanish  interests,  and,  particularly  in  the  interests 
of  his  friend  Torre,  easily  persuaded  the  Indians  that 
the  viceroy  alone  could  effectually  redress  their  wrongs, 
that  a  personal  application  to  that  official  was  essential, 

"  A  letter  to  the  bishop,  Febrnary  25,  1716,  by  Father  Solchaga,  who  ac- 
companied this  expedition  as  chaplain,  is  the  authority  given  in  Apostdlicos 
AfcLites,  63-73;  it  is  followed  in  AUgre^  Hist,  Comp.,  iu.  199-201.  Other 
writers  do  not  mention  Mendiola^s  expedition. 
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and  that  Juan  de  la  Torre  was  the  man  above  all  others 
to  accompany  their  embassy  to  Mexico  and  take  charge 
of  their  interests. 

Accordingly  the  tonati,  or  giiestlacatly  that  is  to  say 
the  chief,^^  notified  Torre  of  his  purpose  to  visit  him 
with  fifty  of  his  subjects  for  consultation.  The  viceroy 
was  notified  of  this  intended  visit  by  a  letter  of  the  cor- 
regidor  dated  November  25,  I720,^at  a  time  when  Juan 
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Akcient  Map  of  Nayartt. 

"Called  also  Tonat,  Tonatin,  Tonatiuh,  Tonali,  Nayarit,  Nayerit,  Nayar, 
Kaye,  Giiestlacalt,  Guactlaco,  and  Gueitlacal. 

^^NayaHUu,  Relacion  de  la  Conquista  de  la  Provincia  de  loa  Nayaritas  tn 
el  Reyno  de  la  Nueva  EspafUif  que  conmguieron  las  Armas  de  au  Magestad  d 
principios  de  este  ano  de  1722y  Madrid  (about  1723),  am.  4to»  30  p.  This  is  a 
report  dated  Madrid,  Oct.  6,  1722,  apparently  made  to,  and  by  order  of,  the 
king,  by  a  writer  whose  name  is  not  given.  It  is  a  little  volume  of  consider- 
able historical  value  which  has  now  become  very  rare. 

Another  important  authority  on  the  final  conquest  is  the  Qacetas  de  MeX' 
ico,  a  serial  publication,  or  newspaper,  begun  by  Dr.  Juan  Ignacio  de  Casto- 
rena  y  Ursiia  at  the  beginning  of  1722,  just  in  time  to  include  in  the  first 
nnmbers  for  January- April  of  that  year,  the  news  from  Na^arit.  These  old- 
est numbers  were  reprinted  in  Doc.  Hist.  Mex.y  s^rie  ii.  iv.  Of  the  series 
from  1784  to  1821  I  have  a  complete  set  in  my  library. 
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Berrotaran  was  negotiating  for  the  conduct  of  the  en- 
terprise, having  offered  to  raise  two  hundred  men  for 
forty  days  at  his  own  cost;  but  he  immediately  ap- 
pointed Torre  capitan  protector  of  Nayarit,  with  four 
hundred  and  fifty  pesos  per  year  for  his  expenses,  and 
an  allowance  of  two  or  three  hundred  with  which  to 
entertain  the  embassy."  This  according  to  Mota- 
Padilla  was  on  December  10th,  and  at  the  appointed 
time  the  tonati  with  his  fifty  companions  arrived  at 
Jerez.  Every  attention  was  shown  them,  both  here 
and  at  Zacatecas  where  they  soon  went  with  their  pro- 
tector. The  devil,  fearing  to  be  forced  from  his  last 
Galician  intrenchments,  circulated  a  report  that  the 
tonati  s  companions  were  not  Nayarits  at  all,  but 
apostate  frontiersmen.  This  not  being  credited,  he 
worked  upon  the  fears  of  the  Indians  themselves,  so 
that  twenty-five  of  the  fifty  on  one  excuse  or  another 
returned  home.  The  rest  followed  their  ruler  to 
Mexico,  where  they  arrived  under  the  escort  of  Cap- 
tain Torre  and  Captain  Santiago  Rioja,  in  February 
1721." 

The  visitors  were  entertained  in  the  metropolis 
with  the  attention  and  pomp  due  their  rank,  hospi- 
talities being  measured  somewhat  by  what  the  Span- 
iards hoped  to  gain.  They  created  no  little  sensation 
among  all  classes,  and  were  themselves  suitably  im- 
pressed, though  we  are  told  they  were  successful  in 
concealing  their  wonder.  At  their  first  audience  for 
the  transaction  of  business,  perhaps  on  March  16th, 
each  of  the  native  nobles,  kneeling,  presented  to  the 
viceroy  an  arrow,  and  the  tonati  offered  his  wand  and 
a  crown  of  feathers,  all  in  token  of  submission.  In 
return  the  marquis  Valero  expressed  thanks,  pardoned 
past  delinquencies,  and  received  a  written  memorial 
containing  the  Nayarit  grievances.     At  the  second 

^*  So  say  Mota-Padilla  and  the  Rcladon,  According  to  Apostdlicoe  A/anes 
Torre  was  appointed  before  the  negotiations  for  a  visit  to  Mexico. 

i^Villa-Seftor,  TeatrOy  ii.  268-9;  Dice.  Univ.,  x.  a34.  Cavo,  TreaSigloSy  ii. 
115-17;  and  Revilla  Gigedo,  InforTne,  467,  make  tlie  date  of  the  visit  to 
Mexico  1718. 
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audience  Viceroy  Valero,  after  granting  all  the  me- 
morial asked  for,  gave  his  attention  to  the  spiritual 
wants  of  the  applicants,  delivering  orally  and  in  writ- 
ing a  most  eloquent  and  convincing  argument  in  favor 
of  the  adoption  of  a  new  and  better  faith.  The  poor 
Indians  were  somewhat  confused,  but  they  could  not 
answer  the  viceregal  logic,  and  were  understood  to 
assent,  and  to  call  for  'black  padres,'  as  they  termed 
the  Jesuits,  to  instruct  their  people.  The  archbishop 
entertained  and  blessed  his  prospective  converts;  and 
the  Jesuit  provincial,  being  assured  of  non-interfer- 
ence of  other  orders  in  Nayarit,  named  on  March  19th 
fathers  Juan  Tellez  Jiron  and  Antonio  Arias  Ibarra 
as  missionaries  for  the  new  field.  He  even  made  a 
strong  effort  to  convert  and  baptize  the  tonati  then 
and  there;  but  the  latter  did  not  deem  it  a  conven- 
ient season,  owning  that  were  he  baptized  his  people 
would  probably  kill  him.  He  had  no  yearnings  for 
martyrdom,  but  at  last  agreed  to  submit  to  the  rite  at 
Zacatecas,  a  city  he  was  subsequently  very  careful  to 
avoid. 

The  treaty,  by  the  terms  of  which  the  Nayarits 
were  to  be  protected  in  all  their  rights  on  condition 
of  rendering  allegiance  to  Spain  and  admitting  Jesuit 
instructors,  was  confirmed  in  a  council  held  March 
20th.^*  The  party  soon  started  for  the  north,  Torre 
as  governor  with  authority  to  recruit  troops — called 
for  by  the  tonati  himself,  who  dared  not  return  with- 
out their  protection — and  to  draw  on  the  treasury  at 
Zacatecas  for  the  necessary  funds.  Now  the  tonati's 
real  troubles  began.  In  fact  the  royal  representative 
of  the  sun  lost  his  wits  in  Mexico,  and  promised 

*•  Revilla  Gigedo  in  his  report  of  1793,  Ivformty  467,  gives  the  cooditions 
of  the  treaty  more  fully  than  any  other.  According  to  this  authority  the 
tonati  was  to  be  sustained  as  lord  of  his  country,  his  rights  and  titles  to 
descend  to  his  successors;  his  subjects  were  never  to  pay  tribute  nor  to  ac- 
knowledge any  superior  judges  save  the  viceroy;  the  privilege  of  obtaining  salt 
fmm  Acaponeta  and  Nexcatitlan  free  from  all  tax  was  guaranteed;  ana  re- 
bellious Nayarits  in  the  future  were  to  be  brought  gently  back  to  the  paUi 
of  duty.  Frejes  gives  date  of  treaty  May  20th.  His  account  of  Nayarit 
conquest  is  incomplete  and  even  inaccurate.  Hist.  Breve,  150-d. 
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more  than  popular  feeling  at  home  would  permit  him 
to  perform.  This  he  realized  more  and  more  as  the 
day  of  meeting  with  his  people  drew  near,  and  his 
companions  began  to  be  free  in  the  expression  of  their 
views  and  fears.  He  became  nervous  and  change- 
able; intending  at  first  perhaps  to  fulfil  his  pledges, 
else  he  would  hardly  have  asked  for  a  military  force ; 
but  finally  overcome  by  his  fears,  especially  when 
warned  by  one  of  his  old  men  respecting  the  popular 
discontent  and  the  plots  of  a  rival  chieftain,  Gua- 
mocat.  At  Jerez  he  managed  to  escape  from  his 
Spanish  escort,  and  hurried  home  to  explain  his  pol- 
icy, regain  his  impaired  influence,  and  prepare  for 
defence.  ^^ 

Some  months  were  now  spent  by  the  governor  in 
preparations  at  Zacatecas  and  Jerez,  where  obstacles 
were  thrown  in  his  way  from  the  first  by  persons  who 
liked  not  to  hear  their  old  companion  addressed  as 
governor  and  general.  These  mischief-makers  had 
much  to  say  of  the  foolhardiness  of  the  expedition; 
and  then  raised  doubts  as  to  the  vaUdity  of  some  of 
Torre's  papers,  thus  confusing  the  treasury  oflficials 
and  necessitating  a  hasty  trip  of  Captain  Rioja  to 
Mexico.  In  June,  however,  all  was  declared  satisfac- 
tory ;  the  proper  orders  were  issued;  and  after  seven- 
teen  citizens  had  raised  40,000  pesos  for  the  depleted 
treasury,  the  enlistment  flag  bearing  the  holy  image  of 
Christ  was  raised  on  the  29th  of  June.^  One  hun- 
dred men  were  to  be  raised  and  to  receive  each  four 
hundred  pesos.  Captain  Rioja  enlisted  fifty  at  Zaca^ 
.  tecas  and  Captain  Alonso  de  la  Reina  y  Narvaez 
another  company   of  fifty  at  Jerez.     One  hundred 

"  Mota-Padilla,  C(mq.  N,  Oat.,  472-4,  and  Villa-Sefior,  Teatro,  ii.  268-9, 
state  that  the  tonati  did  not  leave  the  Spaniards  until  the  latter  had  entered 
Nayarit,  when  according  to  the  former  he  was  sent  in  advance,  or  as  tiie  latter 
says  fled,  taking  with  him  a  large  part  of  the  company's  property! 

'^From  NayaritaSt  ReL^  8-9,  it  would  appear  though  vaguely  that  some 
of  the  delay  may  have  arisen  from  the  fact  that  Torre  called  on  the  treasury 
for  more  men  than  had  been  specified  in  Mexico.  He  said  he  had  800  Indians 
enlisted  and  wanted  mone^  to  pay  200  soldiers.  The  names  of  the  17  con- 
tributors to  the  fund  are  given. 
Hut.  Hex.,  Tol.  III.   ^ 
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Indian  allies  were  also  enlisted.  Father  Jiron  had 
accompanied  the  embassy  from  Mexico,  and  father 
Ibarra  now  came  down  from  Nueva  Vizcaya.  The 
Jesuits  were  allowed  nine  hundred  and  eighty-four 
pesos  for  sacred  utensils,  and  an  additional  sum  for 
clothing  and  gifts  with  which  to  conciliate  the  natives. 

Just  as  the  army  was  about  to  march,  Governor 
Torre  was  stricken  with  a  serious  brain  trouble, 
resulting  from  past  anxiety,  and  amounting  almost  to 
insanity.  The  viceroy  was  notified  of  the  calamity, 
but  before  any  reply  was  received  the  governor  recov- 
ered his  health  and  marched  with  his  men  to  Huaju- 
quilla,  perhaps  in  July  or  August.  Nothing  had  been 
heard  from  Nayarit;but  now  came  conflicting  rumors 
from  dwellers  on  the  frontier  respecting  the  tonati's 
intentions.  Cristdbal  Ger6nimo,  a  friendly  Cora,  was 
sent  forward,  but  the  Nayarits  demanded  more  time 
before  giving  any  definite  reply.  In  the  mean  while 
news  of  Torre's  malady  reached  the  viceroy  and  orders 
came  north  for  Count  Laguna  to  take  command. 
Considerable  correspondence  and  delay  ensued,  and 
finally  the  count  came  to  Huajuquilla,  where  he  found 
that,  although  the  commander  was  still  afflicted  at 
intervals,  yet  it  would  cause  dissatisfaction  for  him  to 
assume  command,  since  many  of  the  officers  and  men 
had  enlisted  merely  from  friendship  to  Torre.  He 
therefore  decided  to  let  the  governor  go  on,  but  to 
remain  himself  as  colonel  on  the  frontier  to  be  prepared 
for  any  emergency.  The  little  army  set  out  for 
Nayarit  on  the  26th  of  September. 

The  distance  was  thirty  leagues  over  a  difficult  and 
dangerous  way.  Fording  a  large  river  called  Cha- 
palagama  and  climbing  a  steep  grade  they  entered 
El  Pinal,  where  on  October  1st  they  met  Gerdnimo 
with  a  message  to  the  effect  that  the  Spaniards  might 
come  to  the  pass  and  in  a  designated  spot  await  fur- 
ther communications.  Next  day  they  said  mass  at 
Angel  de  la  Guarda,  looked  from  the  summit  upon  the 
promised  land — **fit  only  for  apostates  or  apostles," 
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and  later  known  as  the  Nayarit  hell — and  descended 
to  the  rendezvous  in  the  pass.  The  spot  was  unfavor- 
able both  for  comfort  and  defence;  many  Indians  vis- 
ited the  camp  in  pretended  friendliness,  but  the  rulers 
did  not  make  their  appearance.  The  governor  went 
in  person  to  meet  a  band  of  two  hundred  warriors  at 
a  rancherfa  near  by,  and  was  ordered  by  an  apostate 
chief,  Cucut,  the  Serpent,  to  leave  the  country  since 
the  tonati's  acts  in  Mexico  would  not  be  ratified  by 
the  people.  When  Torre  refused  to  comply,  the  In- 
dians pretended  to  listen  to  his  arguments,  became 
very  friendly,  and  even  held  out  hopes  of  submis- 
sion  in  the  near  future.  During  the  next  few  days 
smoke  signals  were  seen  in  all  directions;  Nayarit 
spies,  including  Melchor  and  Alonso,  two  of  the  lead- 
ing chiefs,  came  to  inspect  the  Spanish  camp;  and 
other  spies  sent  out  by  Torre  reported  a  plan  to 
assemble  for  formal  homage,  and  having  arranged  the 
warriors  advantageously  to  attack  at  a  given  signal.  ^^ 
A  council  of  war  decided  upon  a  retreat  to  Peyotlan, 
five  leagues  from  the  pass.  The  Indians  treacherously 
protested  against  the  change,  promising  everything, 
and  the  governor  was  inclined  to  credit  their  promises; 
but  his  men,  and  especially  the  native  allies,  insisted. 
The  Spaniards  remained  at*Peyotlan  from  the  11th 
to  the  19th  of  October,  frequently  visited  by  Nayarits, 
who  declared  that  the  nation  awaited  only  the  coming 
of  the  tonati  to  submit. 

Meantime  that  dignitary  was  in  council  with  the 
elders  at  the  rancherfa  of  El  Portero.  He  was  op- 
posed to  war,  and  favored  the  admission  of  at  least  the 
padres,  but  was  induced  to  leave  the  whole  matter  to 
the  old  men.  Their  decision  was  to  name  Coaxata,  or 
Guasta,  as  a  rendezvous,  and  to  attack  the  Spaniards 
on  the  way  thither  at  the  Teaurite  pass  where  the 
trail  crossed  a  stream.    This  was  on  the  17th,  and  two 

*•  According  to  NayarUaSy  Rel.y  10,  the  warning  came  on  October  10th,  and 
the  attack  was  planned  for  October  16th.  This  writer  speaks  of  a  change  of 
camp  bat  does  not  name  Peyotlan.  Mota-PadiUa,  Conq,  V.  GcU,,  473-4,  says 
nothing  of  a  retreat  before  the  battle. 
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days  later  Torre  marched  for  Coaxata.  The  battle 
took  place  on  the  20th ;^  it  was  not  an  unexpected 
attack  by  ambushed  foes,  since  the  Spaniards  were 
forewarned.  The  hills  swarmed  with  natives;  the  Na- 
yarit  chief  stood  in  sight  directing  his  men  where  the 
padres  went  up  to  embrace  him,  and  the  army  made 
no  special  effort  to  retire,  notwithstanding  the  unfa- 
vorable nature  of  the  spot  for  a  fight.  The  Christians 
were  enveloped  in  a  cloud  of  arrows,  but  soon  learned 
they  had  nothing  to  fear;  the  arrows  fell  harmless, 
only  scratching  slightly  seven  or  eight  men.  Santiago 
with  his  heavenly  corps  was  plainly  visible  to  the  sav- 
age patriots,  fighting  for  the  invaders;  and  after  an 
hour  s  ineffectual  fight  Alonso  retired  with  a  loss  of 
forty  or  fifty  warriors,  and  devoted  his  whole  atten- 
tion thereafter  to  the  defense  of  the  mesa.  The 
Spaniards  having  come  to  take  possession  in  accord- 
ance with  past  promises  rather  than  to  conquer,  did 
not  deem  their  force  suflficient  to  follow  up  the  victory, 
and  retired  to  Peyotlan.  This  is  the  Jesuit  version ; 
according  to  Mota-Padilla  the  glorious  victory  was  a 
defeat,  and  the  Spaniards  with  diflficulty  escaped  with 
their  lives.*^ 

During  the  remaining  months  of  1721,  fortifications 
were  strengthened  at  Peytolan,  the  presidio  being 
called  apparently  San  Juan ;  while  the  friars  gathered 
about  one  hundred  natives,  baptized  them,  and  founded 
there  the  pueblo  of  Santa  Rita.  Governor  Torre  re- 
ported to  the  viceroy,  asked  for  aid  and  instructions, 
and  at  the  same  time  called  upon  Jerez  and  Zacatecas 
for  temporary  reenforcements  with  which  to  hold  his 
position  and  check  threatening  movements  in  the 
frontier  towns.  Fifty  men  were  at  once  enlisted  un- 
der Captain  Nicolds  Escobedo  and  Ni colds  Caldera, 

»Alegre,  Eist,  Comp,  Jesus,  iii.  201-6,  says  Oct.  26th,  and  Mota-Padilla 
makes  it  Oct.  3d. 

^^Gonq.  N.  Oal,,  473-4.  He  makes  the  date  Oct.  3d,  and  speaks  of  24  cap- 
tives. In  the  RelacioUi  10,  it  is  stated  that  Torre  was  attacked  suddenly  by 
500  men  in  ambush,  and  that  after  an  hour's  hard  fighting  both  parties  retired. 
This  version  is  a  medium  between  the  others  and  is  perhaps  the  most  reliable. 
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and  sent  to  Peyotlan  where  they  remained  a  month 
or  more.^  Communication  with  the  Nayarits  on  the 
mesa  was  not  rare.  Negotiations,  of  which  the  de- 
tails are  complicated  and  need  not  be  repeated,  took 
much  the  same  course  with  much  the  same  results  as 
before  the  battle.  Many  of  the  chiefs  were  free  with 
their  promises,  but  never  quite  ready  to  perform. 
Torre  called  upon  them  repeatedly  to  submit,  but  was 
not  ready  to  enforce  his  order,  and  always  granted 
the  few  days'  delay  required.  On  the  mesa  a  small 
party  with  the  tonati  still  opposed  resistance;  but 
a  plot  was  formed  to  kill  the  tonati  and  put  another 
in  his  place.  The  plot  failed,  partly  because  the  rival 
chieftain  was  captured  by  the  Spaniards  in  one  of 
their  raids  to  the  foot  of  the  mesa. 

In  Mexico,  though  it  was  resolved  to  prosecute  the 
war,  it  was  deemed  unsafe  to  trust  the  command 
longer  to  Torre,  a  return  of  whose  malady  might 
cause  disaster  at  the  very  moment  of  success.  Juan 
Flores  de  San  Pedro  ^  was  made  governor,  and  Torre 
was  summoned  to  Mexico.  The  order  came  on  De- 
cember 8th,  and  the  new  commander,  marching  from 
Villanueva  on  the  24th,  arrived  on  the  4th  or  5th  of 
January  1722,  at  the  camp  of  San  Juan,^  with  sixty 
men,  three  hundred  horses,  and  a  large  store  of  sup- 
plies. Captain  Escobedo  and  his  men  seem  to  have 
returned  at  about  the  same  time.  Torre  gave  up  the 
command  and  started  for  Mexico.* 

Governor  Flores   lost  no   time   in  notifying  the 

**  The  names  of  citizens  who  contributed  to  the  fond  of  839  pesos  are  given 
in  Nayaritas,  Mel.,  13-17.  Capt.  Escobedo  raised  his  company  at  his  own 
cost. 

^So  called  in  Apostdlicos  A/aiies,  148;  Oacetas  de  Mex,,  Jan.  1722,  and 
NayaritaSt  Bel,,  16.  Mota-Padilla,  Conq.  N,  Gal,,  474,  and  Reyilla  Gigedo, 
Informe,  4ffJ,  call  him  Juan  Flores  de  la  Torre,  a  descendant  of  the  second 
governor  of  N.  Galicia.  Mota>Padilla  attributes  Torre's  insanity  to  his  defeat, 
and  accordingly  represents  the  correspondence  with  Count  Laguna  as  having 
taken  place  while  the  army  was  at  Peyotian. 

**  Called  Santiago  Teyotan  in  the  Uacetas  de  Mex, 

**The  Oaceta  de  Mex.  for  Jan.  1722  contains  the  notice  that  Capt.  Rioja 
had  arrived  with  news  of  the  battle,  and  that  Torre  was  expected  soon.  The 
number  for  Feb.  announces  Torre's  arrival.  The  force  brought  by  Flores  is 
given  by  Mota-Padilla  as  60;  by  the  J/anes  as  70;  and  by  the  Helacion  as  16. 


326  THE  CONQUEST  OP  NAYABIT. 

Nayarits  of  his  appointment,  of  his  intention  to  take 
immediate  possession,  and  of  his  desire  to  receive  at 
once  the  promised  allegiance.  After  a  not  very  suc- 
cessful resort  to  their  former  dilatory  tactics,  they 
formally  announced  on  January  13th  their  purpose 
to  defend  the  mesa.  Thereupon  Flores,  who  had  al- 
ready sent  out  expeditions  in  different  directions  to 
close  all  avenues  of  escape,  began  active  operations  on 
the  14th.  Dividing  his  force  he  marched  in  person 
with  fifty  soldiers  and  many  Indians  via  Guainamarus, 
where  he  began  the  foundation  of  Santa  Teresa,^ 
with  three  hundred  natives,  making  a  long  ddtour  to 
attack  the  mesa  from  the  west.  Escobedo  with  a 
like  force  took  a  shorter  way  to  the  eastern  base. 
This  plan  of  attack  by  divided  forces  was  not,  as  the 
Jesuit  chronicler  justly  observes,  a  very  wise  one; 
but  it  resulted  in  no  harm,  save  to  the  governor  him- 
self, who  was  perhaps  deprived  by  it  of  the  personal 
honors  of  the  victory. 

Escobedo  had  orders  to  march  slowly  so  as  to  as- 
sault the  mesa  on  January  17th,  simultaneously  with 
Flores  from  the  opposite  side ;  but  he  arrived  on  the 
15th,  and  could  not  resist  the  temptation  to  begin 
operations  at  once.  The  Indians  of  the  mesa  del 
Cangrejo  adjoining  that  of  the  Tonati  were  induced 
to  offer  no  resistance,  and  to  abide  by  the  result  if 
their  neighbors  were  vanquished.  On  the  morning 
of  the  16th  Escobedo's  force  began  the  ascent,  and 
reached  the  summit  late  in  the  afternoon,  having  left 
the  horses  half  way  up,  with  a  guard.  Authority  is 
not  wanting  to  warrant  the  historian  in  giving  to  the 
Nayarits  a  valiant  defence,  terminated  perhaps  by  a 
leap  down  the  precipice  of  the  few  who  escaped  Spanish 
bullets.  The  Jesuit  historian  pictures  a  terrible  con- 
flict as  Escobedo's  men  fought  their  way  inch  by  inch 
up  the  narrow,  steep,  and  tortuous  trail,  over  suc- 

'^^  Called  Santa  Teresa  de  Miraflores,  from  Teresa,  his  wife's  name,  and 
Flores,  his  own.  Mota-Padilla,  Conq.  N,  Gal.,  478.  According  to  the  Rela^ 
cion,  17,  he  arrived  here  on  the  15th;  the  pueblo  was  named  Santa  Gertrudii 
and  the  presidio  Santa  Teresa. 
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cessive  lines  of  artificial  as  well  as  natural  defences, 
enveloped  in  clouds  of  arrows  and  showers  of  stones 
hurled  from  slings,  and  above  all  impeded  continually 
by  immense  masses  of  rock  which  were  precipitated 
from  the  cliff  and  dashed  large  trees  into  splihters  as 
they  passed  I  Others  assert  that  not  one  of  the  assail- 
ants, and  but  one  or  two  of  the  defenders,  were  in- 
jured— which  is  somewhat  absurd  unless  with  the 
chronicler  we  can  regard  the  proceeding  as  miraculous; 
for  Santiago  fought  with  the  Spaniards,  and  against 
him  human  missiles  could  not  prevail.  It  must  be 
confessed,  that  in  the  light  of  their  reputed  bravery 
and  the  strength  of  their  position,  the  Nayarits  made 
but  a  sorry  show  of  resistance  or  heroism. 

The  author  of  the  Afanes  admits  that  an  accidental 
turning  aside  into  a  by-path  near  the  top  materially 
aided  the  assailants  and  deranged  the  plans  of  the 
enemy.  Following  this  writer,  Escobedo  took  pos- 
session of  the  mesa  on  the  afternoon  of  the  16th; 
the  enemy  fled  after  one  of  their  bravest  leaders, 
Tahuitole,^  had  fallen  in  a  last  desperate  and  single- 
handed  charge,  and  Governor  Flores  arrived  next 
morning,  to  find  the  victory  won,  and  to  chide  the 
victor  for  his  haste.  Mota-Padilla,  however,  with 
little  to  say  of  hard  fighting,  tells  us  that  Escobedo 
did  not  quite  reach  the  summit  on  the  first  day,  and 
that  the  Nayarits  ran  away  when  they  heard  of 
another  force  approaching  from  the  west;  so  that 
when  Flores  next  morning  prepared  for  an  assault, 
he  found  no  foe  save  a  few  warriors  forming  a  kind  of 
rear-guard  to  the  flying  masses.  One  of  this  number 
was  Tlahuitole,  who  was  slain  by  Flores'  men.  Im- 
mediate pursuit  into  the  barrancas  was  impracti- 
cable.^ 

With  the  occupation  of  the  mesa  the  conquest  of 

^  Written  also  Taguitole,  Talmitole,  Tlaquilote,  and  Taqniloe. 

*®  The  Belaciojif  17-18,  gives  only  a  general  account,  stating  that  both  at- 
tacking parties  were  miraculously  protected.  The  Gaceta  for  Feb.  does  not 
say  wliicn  party  reached  the  summit  first,  but  seems  to  have  confused  the 
two  parties,  apparently  making  Escobedo  command  the  western  division 
under  Flores^  while  the  other  was  under  captains  Eeina  and  Muro. 


828  THE  CONQUEST  OP  NAYAETT. 

Nayarit  practically  ends.  There  was  no  further  op- 
position meriting  the  name  even  in  comparison  with 
past  events;  neither  do  subsequent  developments  re- 
quire more  than  a  general  glance  here.  The  attention 
of  the  Christians  was  first  turned  to  the  destruction 
of  temples  on  the  mesa,  with  all  their  paraphernalia  of 
idolatry.  Evil  influences  were  exorcised,  though  not 
easily,  by  the  zealous  conjurations  of  the  friars;  a 
temporary  structure  for  mass  was  erected  without  de- 
lay; and  the  bones  of  the  first  Nayar  were  sent  with 
other  relics  and  trophies  to  Mexico.^  The  new  prov- 
ince in  accordance  with  the  viceroy's  wish  was  called 
Nuevo  Reino  de  Toledo,  because  he  attributed  the 
successful  conquest  largely  to  the  image  of  our  lady 
worshipped  in  the  cathedral  of  Toledo.  Flores  was 
made  comandante  of  the  territory  he  had  won  as 
lieutenant  of  the  captain-general.  The  natives  on  the 
adjoining  Mesa  del  Cangrejo*'  had  kept  their  promise, 
merely  rolling  down  a  few  stones  where  they  could  do 
no  harm  and  making  some  noise  during  the  battle  in 
order  to  make  a  good  showing  in  case  the  Spaniards 
were  defeated.  They  now  came  in  and  ofiered  their 
submission,  and  other  rancherfas  followed  their  exam- 
ple. Soldiers  were  despatched  in  every  direction,  and 
the  whole  native  population  was  gradually  subdued, 
though  not  without  considerable  diflSculty  and  delay 
by  reason  of  the  abundance  of  almost  inaccessible 
hiding-places  long  frequented  by  apostates.^ 

The  missionaries  were  as  usual  earnest  and  indus- 
trious; the  military  guard  at  first  suflScient;  and  the 
local  troubles  and  partial  revolts  less  frequent  and 
serious  than  might  have  been  anticipated  from  the 

••The  trophies  arrived  in  Mexico  Feb.  12,  1722,  where  they  were  burned 
with  great  ceremony  for  the  good  of  the  faith.  Oacetaa  de  A/ex.,  Feb.  1722. 
This  author  calls  the  temple  liuci  CaJlf,  the  image  of  the  sun  worshipped  in  it 
ToncUi,  and  the  Gran  Navari  whose  bones  were  sent  to  Mexico  Unayco  or 
•  third.*    Mota-Padilla  calls  the  temple  Caliguei. 

•^^  Their  chief  is  called  Cangrejo  in  Kelacion,  20. 
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character  of  the  people.  Already  a  presidio  of  San 
Juan,  and  a  pueblo,  or  mission,  of  Santa  Rita  had  been 
established  at  Peyotlan;  and  preparations  had  been 
made  for  a  pueblo  of  Santa  Teresa  at  Guaimarus  in 
the  north.**  Now  the  pueblo  of  Trinidad  and  presidio 
of  San  Francisco  Javier  de  Valero  were  founded  on 
the  mesa,  as  capital  of  the  province,  with  Father  Tellez 
in  charge;  in  the  north  were  founded  the  pueblo  of 
Santa  Gertrudis*^  and  the  presidio  of  San  Salvador  el 
Verde;  while  on  the  river  were  located  Jesus  Maria 
and  San  Francisco  de  Paula.^ 

Governor  Flores  left  Nayarit  in  March  to  visit  his 
hacienda,  not  returning  until  the  end  of  May.  Dur- 
ing his  absence  there  were  some  disturbances;  many 
Indians  ran  away  to  join  a  rebellious  band  under 
Alonso  at  the  rancheria  of  Santiago;  and  a  party 
searching  for  mines  was  attacked,  by  its  own  fault, 
and  one  man  lost.  On  the  comandante's  return,  how- 
ever, with  reenforcements,  and  with  two  padres,  Jos^ 
Bautista  Lopez  and  Jos6  Mesa,  order  was  restored, 
and  Alonso  soon  gave  up  the  useless  struggle.  A 
new  establishment  of  San  Ignacio  was  founded  at 
Guainamota*^  under  Captain  Rioja  and  Father  Mesa. 
In  July  Flores  made  an  expedition  into  the  territory 
of  the  Tecualmes  and  Coras,  and  with  natives  of  these 
tribes  founded  San  Juan  Bautista  and  San  Pedro  on 
the  Rio  de  San  Pedro.  Of  all  the  fugitives,  an 
apostate  female  leader  named  Juana  Burro  held  out 
longest  against  the  Spaniards;  but  she  at  last  yielded 
to  gospel  influence  and  muskets.  The  comandante 
was  now  absent  again  for  a  year  or  more;  but  all  went 
well  with  the  missions,  the  new  one  of  Rosario  being 

'^Coynamams,  Guaimaruzi,  or  Coaymanis.  It  was  about  20  leagues  north- 
west of  the  mesa. 

"According  to  Belacion,  17,  20,  Sta  Teresa  was  the  presidio  and  Sta  Ger- 
trudis  the  pueblo,  and  they  were  six  leagues  apart. 

'^The  Jxelaciony  27,  states  that  the  presidio  of  San  Juan  Bautista  was 
afterward  moved  to  Jesus  Maria.  Mota-Padilla,  Conq.  N.  Oal.,  480,  says  a 
pueblo  of  Guadalupe  was  founded  in  February,  12  1.  east  of  the  mesa.  The 
Jielnriorit  20,  says  it  was  on  the  mesa  12  leagues  from  the  reaL 

'^At  Guazamota  according  to  Dice,  Univ,,  x.  18. 
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founded,  and  fathers  Urbano  de  Covarrubias,  Crist6bal 
Lauria,  and  Manuel  Fernandez  being  added  to  the 
Jesuit  force. 

Flores  came  back  to  Nayarit  at  the  end  of  1723, 
and  new  troubles  soon  arose,  resulting  in  the  tempo- 
rary abandonment  of  Trinidad  and  Santa  Grertrudis, 
the  burning  of  the  churches  at  Rosario  and  Santa 
Teresa,  and  the  death  of  one  of  the  ledding  allies  of  the 
Spaniards  named  Luna.  Aid  was  sent,  however,  from 
different  quarters,  and  quiet  restored  without  much 
difficulty.  It  is  said  that  none  of  the  missions  re- 
volted on  this  occasion  unless  the  padre  was  absent. 
Perfect  safety  was  secured  before  March,  when  Flores 
returned  with  a  body  of  fugitives  whom  he  had  pur- 
sued into  Durango. 

The  tonati  does  not  seem  to  have  been  a  very  im- 
portant personage  in  these  latter  days.  He  wandered 
for  some  time,  a  fugitive  even  from  his  own  people, 
until  captured  by  the  Spaniards  in  1722.  He  was 
baptized  in  1725,  when  the  visitador  Rivera  stood  as 
godfather  to  this  relic  of  Nayarit  royalty.  Rivera 
found  nearly  four  thousand  Indians  in  ten  settlements, 
all  in  excellent  condition;  and  when  in  1728  the  bishop 
came  on  a  pastoral  visit  he  was  delighted  with  his 
reception  and  with  the  progress  of  the  converts.** 

Indeed  from  this  time,  so  far  as  the  record  shows, 
the  Nayarits  were  model  converts,  attached  to  their 
teachers,  living  quietly  in  their  settlements,  and  all 
the  more  orderly  doubtless  because  few  Spaniards  ever 
had  occasion  to  visit  their  mountain  homes.  The 
missions  were  still  flourishing  in  1767  under  seven 
Jesuits,  who  were  expelled  with  their  order.'^     They 

"  Alegre  speaks  of  5,000  pesos  distribated  to  pay  for  damages  during  the 
conquest;  he  also  mentions  difficulties  in  1729  caused  by  the  bad  character  of 
the  soldiers  sent  to  the  country.  Hiat.  Coinp,,  iii.  227-8,  238-9.  It  is  stated, 
however,  by  Mota-Padilla,  writing  in  1742,  that  the  people  had  given  no 
trouble  since  the  conquest,  and  that  the  military  governors  might  well  be 
disDcneed  with.  Cong.  N.  Gal.,  610.  In  1725  a  presidio  with  38  soldiers  was 
still  kept  up.  Villa-Senor,  Teatro,  ii.  270.  In  1752  a  real  de  minas  was  es- 
tablished at  Bolafios  and  part  of  Nayarit  brought  under  a  corregidor.  Imtti^C' 
cion  VireyeSy  44-57. 

''  The  seven  missions  in  1767  were  Santa  Bita,  Santa  Teresa,  San  Pedro, 
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were  then  with  their  settlements  turned  over  to  the 
Franciscans  of  Nueva  Galicia.  The  principal  mission 
on  the  mesa  was  transferred  on  February  1st,  the 
same  day  the  Jesuits  left.  All  the  missions  were  re- 
ported to  be  in  a  lamentable  condition  as  to  the 
spiritual  and  temporal  welfare  of  the  natives,  who  re- 
ceived no  religious  instruction,  absented  themselves  at 
will,  and  worshipped  their  idols  unmolested,  so  that  it 
was  necessary  to  use  force  in  order  to  bring  in  whole 
families  living  thus.  At  the  time  the  Tecualmes  of 
San  Pedro  Iscatan  still  spoke  their  native  tongue; 
but  this  was  entirely  lost  before  1785,  when  they  used 
the  mixed  Mexican  and  Spanish  spoken  in  most  of 
the  New  Spain  missions.  At  the  other  Nayarit  mis- 
sions the  Indians  were  Coras.^ 

The  province  was  garrisoned  by  a  company  of  about 
forty  soldiers,  under  a  comandante  who  was  at  the 
same  time  protector  of  the  Indians,  and  who  not  in- 
frequently misused  his  power  to  oppress  the  natives. 
It  is  said  the  Jesuits  had  been  so  lenient  with  their 
flock  that  under  their  rdgime  the  Indians  only  con- 
fessed in  articulo  mortis^  and  most  frequently  through 
interpreters.  If  the  Franciscans  applied  more  strin- 
gent measures,  it  is  not  shown  that  they  made  more 
progress  than  their  predecessors;  in  1789  only  twelve 
friars  were  engaged  in  missionary  work  in  Nayarit,*® 
nor  do  the  records  show  how  long  the  garrison  or 
missions  were  continued.*^ 

Jesus  Maria,  Trinidad,  GnainaTnota,  and  Roflario.  Comp,  de  Jeme,  Catdlogo. 
Villa-Senor,  Teatro^  ii.  271,  in  1745  adds  the  following  names:  San  Joaquin, 
Santa  Maria,  San  Lticas,  Dolores,  and  Tecualmes.  Orozco  y  Berra,  Oeog., 
27(^-80,  adds  San  Juan  Corapa,  Santa  ¥6,  and  San  Diego. 

*^  Navarro,  Mishnea  de  Nayarit,  in  Pinart,  CoL  Doc.  Mex.,  467-80.  This 
author,  who  was  one  of  the  Franciscans  to  whom  the  missions  were  transferred, 
states  that  each  had  its  ranchos  of  homed  cattle,  horses,  mules,  goats,  and 
sheep.  All  that  belonged  to  the  missions  had  been  placed  in  deposit  with 
Joaquin  Hernandez  Solis,  a  minero  matriculado  of  the  real  of  Tenamachi, 
who  sold  everything  without  rendering  an  account  to  the  royal  treasury.  He 
turned  over  to  the  Franciscans  only  the  empty  mission  buildings  without  furni- 
ture or  utensils  of  any  kind ;  even  the  standing  crops  had  been  sold,  so  the 
friars  were  obliged  to  buy  maize  for  their  subsistence. 

'•<Soc.  Mex.  Geog.,  Boletm,  2da  ^p.,  i.  572. 

^^The  principal  authorities  consulted  on  matters  treated  in  this  chapter 
have  been  quoted  in  separate  notes.     From  certain  passages  in  the  Apostmicoi 
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AfaoiVit  I  infer  that  the  author  was  the  friar  in  charse  of  Santa  Rita  and 
Jesus  Maria  from  a  date  somewhat  earlier  than  1728,  that  he  wrote  much  of 
his  work  at  Santa  Rita,  that  his  name  was  probably  Joseph  Ortega,  and  that 
the  part  of  his  narrative  relatinff  to  Nayarit  was  largely  founded  on  a  manu- 
script from  the  pen  of  father  Antonio  Arias  de  Ibarra.  Frejes,  however, 
speaks  of  father  Fluvia  as  the  author.  H%9t,  Breve,  20.  Of  the  three  parts 
which  make  up  the  volume  the  first  is  entitled  MaravUlova  reducciony  con- 
guista  de  Ui  Provincia  de  San  Jo9eph  del  Gran  Nayar,  Nuevo  Reino  de  Toledo^ 
filling  25  chapters  and  223  pages.  It  is  therefore  the  leading  authority  for 
the  present  chapter  of  my  work.  Mota-Padilla's  Conq,  N,  OaL,  271-2,  319, 
458-87,  510,  written  ten  years  earlier  than  the  Afanes,  and  not  consulted  b^ 
the  author  of  that  work,  contains  some  information  not  included  in  the  Jesuit 
record,  and  is  hardly  second  to  it  as  an  authority.  Alegre,  Hist,  Comp,,  iii. 
196-239,  gives  a  very  full  account  of  the  subject,  following  the  A/anea  pretty 
closely,  and  his  version  is  repeated  in  Dice.  Univ.  Otog.^  x.  10-18,  834.  Ar- 
legui,  Cron,  Zac.,  89-90,  172-3,  201,  and  Arricivita,  Cnm.  Serdif,,  88-92,  nar- 
rate the  acts  of  the  Franciscans  in  the  Nayarit  region. 
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GoTERNORS  Agustin  d*  Zayala,  Juan  Ruiz,  and  Mahtin  de  Zayala— 
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Division — Seoulabization  oe  Missions — And  Ck)NSEQUENT  Gbnebal 
Insubbection — €k)VEBNOB  Babbadillo — His  Pbudent  Measubes — 
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OF  ZaBAZA — GOVEBNOB  JOS^DE  ESCANDON — HiS  PACIFICATION  AND  CON- 
QUEST OF    SlEBBA    Gk>BDA — CONDITION    OF    TaMAUUPAS— EsCANDON    IS 

Appointed  Govebnob^-Hb  Founds  Nuevo  Santandeb— Nxtmebous 
Towns  and  Missions  abb  Founded— Statistics  fob  1757 — Genebal 
Pboobess  of  the  Colonies. 

At  the  close  of  the  sixteenth  century  Nuevo  Leon, 
as  will  be  remembered,  was  ruled  by  the  lieutenant- 
governor,  Diego  de  Montemayor.  The  records  tell  us 
ittle  or  nothing  about  the  progress  of  the  country 
during  his  term  of  office,  and  after  1611  his  name  dis- 
appears. It  is  uncertain  whether  he  left  the  province 
or  died  there,  and  only  the  names  of  his  two  sons, 
Diego  and  Miguel,  are  mentioned.  Meanwhile,  the 
Spanish  settlers  seem  to  have  increased  in  number, 
spreading  toward  the  adjoining  province  of  Coahuila, 
where  an  active  trade  was  carried  on  with  the  aborig- 
ines. From  this  time  also  until  1628,^  when  Martin 
de  Zavala  was  appointed  to  office,  nothing  worthy  of 
note  is  recorded  concerning  the  province.     This  ruler 

^In  1613  AgnBtin  de  Zavala  appears  upon  the  scene  as  governor,  ap- 
pointed by  Viceroy  Quadalcdzar.     He  is  said  to  have  been  a  wise  ruler,  his 
Erudent  measures  serving  to  check  the  occasional  aggressions  of  the  natives, 
[e  was  succeeded  in  1625  by  lieutenant-governor  and  captain-general  Juan 

Buiz,  attorney  of  the  audiencia  of  Mexico. 

(883) 
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made  himself  conspicuous  by  his  harsh  treatment  of 
the  natives,  forcing  them  as  soon  as  converted,  or  even 
before,  into  the  congregas,  or  congregations,  established 
by  Montemayor.  The  laws  regarding  the  formation 
of  encomiendas  were  now  so  stringently  enforced  that 
of  necessity  some  means  had  to  be  devised  to  elude 
them  in  order  to  retain  the  benefits  derived  from  com- 
pulsory Indian  labor.  The  difference  between  the 
congrega  and  encomienda  existed  only  in  name,  but 
under  the  former  system  the  law  was  evaded,  while 
an  attempt  was  thus  made  to  delude  the  natives  by 
the  abolition  of  the  obnoxious  appellation  formerly 
in  use. 

The  immediate  result  of  Zavala's  policy  was  a  gen- 
eral uprising  of  the  natives,  which  it  required  more 
than  eight  years  to  master.  A  decisive  battle  in 
1637  restored  peace  to  the  country  for  a  time;  but  a 
great  number  of  natives  had  taken  refuge  in  the 
sierras  of  Tamaulipas  whence  at  intervals  they  con- 
tinued to  harass  the  Spanish  settlers.  During  two 
centuries  Nuevo  Leon  was  seldom  free  from  alarm. 
The  missionaries  in  vain  exerted  themselves  to  restore 
peace;  in  vain  did  the  viceroys  send  troops,  settlers, 
and  money;  in  vain  did  the  venerable  Margil  de 
Jesus  labor  to  check  the  outrages  of  the  Spaniards 
and  to  bring  the  Indians  into  subjection.  The  strife 
continued;  and  though  the  natives  were  the  greatest 
sufferers,  in  course  of  time,  especially  during  the 
second  half  of  the  seventeenth  and  the  early  part  of 
the  eighteenth  century,  many  of  the  Spanish  settle- 
ments were  destroyed  by  the  natives  or  abandoned  by 
the  colonists.* 

'  Such  was  the  fate  of  Tangnanchin,  Laxa,  Jaumave,  Palmillas,  Monte  Al- 
veme,  Santa  Clara,  Bueaaventura,  Bernardino,  and  others.  Prieto,  Hist, 
TinnauL,  84-5.  Some  friars  who  subsequently  investigated  the  matter 
found  that  all  this  rain  had  been  caused  by  the  iniquities  of  the  Spaniards. 
Among  the  settlements  which  had  sprung  up  before  the  middle  of  the  18th 
century  were  Pesqueira,  Santo  Catarina,  Salinas,  Boca  de  Leones,  the  pre- 
sidio of  Serralvo,  Sabinas,  the  Tablas,  and  Agualeguas  missions,  Cadereita, 
Huajuco,  Pilon,  the  Mota  mission,  Linares,  San  Ajitonio  de  los  Llanos,  tlie 
presidios  of  Santa  Engracia  and  Lampazos,  Labradores,  and  others. 
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In  1700  there  were  in  Nuevo  Leon  five  ayuntami- 
entos,  fourteen  alcaldlas  may  ores,  and  the  same  number 
of  capitanfas.  After  a  season  of  comparative  quiet, 
affairs  were  brought  to  a  climax  in  1712  by  the  secu- 
larization of  the  missions  and  curacies  by  order  of 
Bishop  Diego  Camacho  y  Avila.  In  consequence  of 
this  impolitic  measure  the  natives  rose,  and  the  insur- 
rection assumed  such  a  general  character  that  it  spread 
not  only  over  Nuevo  Leon,  but  over  all  the  neighbor- 
ing provinces,  carrying  devastation  even  far  into 
Quer^taro.  From  1709  to  1715  the  Indians  in  those 
regions  are  said  to  have  killed  over  a  thousand  Spanish 
settlers.*  It  was  conceded  by  this  time  that  the 
whole  system  of  colonization  in  Nuevo  Leon  was  a 
failure. 

In  1715  Francisco  BarbadUlo  was  appointed  gov- 
ernor  of  the  province  by  Viceroy  Linares,  and  com- 
missioned to  investigate  the  causes  of  the  disturbance. 
On  his  arrival  at  Monterey  this  officer,  who  is  highly 
commended  by  the  chroniclers  of  his  time,  proceeded  to 
organize  a  company  of  mounted  militia,  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  settlers.*  His  next  step  was  to  strike 
at  the  root  of  the  evil  by  abolishing  the  congregas, 
though  he  was  bitterly  opposed  in  this  measure  by  the 
Spanish  settlers;  at  the  same  time  he  founded  with 
some  five  thousand  Indian  families  from  the  western 
sierra  of  Tamaulipas— to-day  known  by  the  name  of 
San  Cdrlos — independent  native  settlements  and  mis- 
sions.*  The  settlers  were  provided  with  cattle,  farming 

'In  ^pril  1713  Grovemor  Francisco  Mier  y  Torre  commissioned  the  cx- 
govemor,  Trevifio,  to  enter  into  negotiations  for  peace  with  the  Indians,  but 
while  thus  engaged  his  whole  party  was  massacred.  More  stringent  measures 
were  then  dictated  by  a  council  oi  war,  but  they  were  also  ineffectual.  Oon- 
zalez,  Col.  Doc.  N.  Leon,  38-40. 

*This  was  a  light  cavalry  troop  recruited  from  among  the  settlers,  and 
maintained  by  pro  rata  contributions  of  the  colonists.  This  was  the  iirst 
instance  in  which  the  settlers  were  required  to  pay  any  tax  for  the  expenses 
of  government.    See  PWc'o,  Hist.  Tamaul.,  85-6. 

*  Among  them  Guadalupe,  near  Monterey,  with  1,000  families;  Concep- 
cion  and  Purificacion  on  the  margins  of  the  Pilon,  with  600  families  each.  A 
great  number  of  families  was  also  apportion^  to  the  different  settlements 
already  established.  Oonzaiez,  Col.  Doc.  N.  Leon,  46-7;  Prieto,  Hist.  2'amaxtL, 
86-7. 
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implements,  and  everything  needed  to  establish  them 
on  their  farms,  and  salaried  protectors  were  appointed 
to  guard  their  interests.  Barbadillo  enforced  a  strict 
compliance  with  his  orders,  and  his  plan,  for  the  time 
being,  proved  a  complete  success. 

The  services  of  such  men  as  Barbadillo,  however, 
were  also  required  in  Mexico,  and  scarcely  had  order 
and  peace  been  restored  in  Nuevo  Leon,  when  he 
w-as  recalled.  This  was  the  signal  for  the  colonists, 
who  had  suffered  by  his  policy,  to  revenge  themselves 
on  the  natives.  Contributions  were  refused  to  main- 
tain the  militia,  which  was  soon  disbanded;  the 
defenseless  natives  in  the  settlements  were  again 
subjected  to  extortions  and  maletreatraent  of  every 
kind,  which  abuses  the  protectors  were  powerless  to 
check,  and  thousands  of  them  again  sought  refuge  in 
their  mountain  homes.  Linares  had  died  in  the 
mean  time,  and  his  successor,  the  Marquis  Valero,  or- 
dered Barbadillo  to  undertake  the  task  of  restoring 
order  in  the  province.  He  at  once  set  forth  for 
Monterey,  and  we  are  told  that  at  his  mere  presence 
the  colonists  ceased  from  their  iniquities,  and  the  na- 
tives, mindful  of  past  favors  received  at  his  hands, 
returned  in  flocks  to  their  abandoned  settlements. 
Barbadillo  remained  in  Nuevo  Leon  for  four  ye8irs, 
when  he  was  recalled  to  Mexico  by  Viceroy  Casa- 
fuerte,  and  the  government  of  the  province  was 
bestowed  on  Pedro  de  Zaravia  Cortds.  The  inca- 
pacity of  this  ruler  soon  produced  the  same  disorders 
which  had  occurred  twice  before  in  that  region,  and  on 
this  occasion  they  spread  to  the  Sierra  Gorda  as  far  as 
to  Huasteca.  Revolts  and  insurrections  became  more 
frequent,  and  more  disastrous  than  ever  in  their  ef- 
fects, and  the  governors  and  officials  of  several  prov- 
inces with  their  combined  forces  were  unable  to  restore 
quiet. 

It  now  became  evident  to  the  government  of  New 
Spain  that  more  decisive  measures  must  be  inaug- 
urated.    In  the  Sierra  Gorda  districts  and  in  Ta- 
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maulipas  the  bands  of  marauding  savages  always 
found  a  safe  retreat.  Moreover,  those  regions  were 
suspected  to  possess  rich  mines  and  other  wealth; 
and  for  these  reasons  the  definite  conquest  of  the 


Map  or  Sierra  Ookda. 

coast  region  from  the  river  Pdnuco  to  the  borders  of 
Texas  was  decided  upon.* 

'I:i  ISIO  tho  province  of  Kiievo  Leon  comprised  2,021  square  leagues  of 
141X110.7,  eousistin''  of  one  imrtido;  tbere  were  13  caraciea,  1  iniBtiioii,  'i  uities, 
Uui.  Uu.,  Vol.  III.    U 


338  PROGRESS  IN  NUEVO  LEON. 

Ever  since  the  close  of  the  sixteenth  century,  after 
Viceroy  Velasco  had  colonized  the  regions  about  San 
Luis  Potosf,  Cololotlan,  and  San  Miguel  Mezquitic 
with  Tlascaltec  and  Chichimec  families,  missionaries 
had  begun  to  enter  the  wild  districts  of  the  Sierra 
Gorda^  and  Tamaulipas,  to  convert  the  numerous 
tribes,  which  were  supposed  to  have  taken  up  their 
abode  in  this  part  of  the  country  after  the  conquest. 
These  efforts  seem  to  have  been  attended  with  very 
little  success.  Toward  the  end  of  the  seventeenth 
century  six  Dominican  missions  had  been  established 
in  Sierra  Gorda  territory.  The  friars  were  soon  driven 
away,  however;  the  churches  were  burned,  the  mis- 
sions destroyed,  and  the  Spaniards  who  had  settled  in 
the  vicinity  were  compelled  to  abandon  the  country. 

In  1704  Francisco  Zaraza  was  made  lieutenant 
captain-general,  and  commissioned  to  bring  the  re- 
volted aborigines  under  subjection;  hitherto  all  the 
efforts  to  that  effect  of  the  alcaldes  and  captains  of 
militia  had  been  unavailing.  Zaraza  opened  a  cam- 
paign against  the  natives,  but  was  killed  during  an 
attack,  without  having  accomplished  anything  de- 
cisive. In  his  place  was  appointed  Gabriel  Guerrero 
de  Ardila,  who  with  a  force  of  eight  hundred  cavalry 
defeated  the  natives  and  compelled  them  to  enter  into 
a  treaty  of  peace.  This  occurred  in  1715,  and  the 
conditions  of  the  treaty  were  most  favorable  to  the 
Indians,  who  were  to  retain  their  liberty  and  be  abso- 

4  villas,  16  pueblos,  4  ininiiig  districts,  and  23  haciendas.  The  population 
consisted  of  27,412  Spaniards,  '2,431  Indians,  and  13,838  of  mixed  blood,  mak- 
ing a  total  of  43,681  inhabitants.  Navarro^  in  Soc.  Mex.  Oeoq.,  Boletin^  2da 
ep.,  i.  291.  GonzaleZy  Col.  Doc,  N.  Leon,  137-45,  Humboldt,  Easai  Pol.^  155, 
gives  the  population  in  1803  as  low  as  29,000.  In  1828  the  population  had 
increased  to  88,793,  said  to  have  been  due  to  a  large  immigration;  in  1850 
there  were  137,070  inhabitants.  Dice.  Univ.y  x.  38.  For  more  details  con- 
cerning Nuevo  Leon  for  the  period  under  consideration  see  Ordenen  de  la 
Corona,  MS.,  v.  11,  99,  104;  RevUla-Oitjedo,  in  May^^  MSS.,  no.  II,  49-51; 
I'iflcnadl  Petjntte  lionidi  MH.;  Cavo,  TresSigloHf  iii.  181;  Mier-Vida^  A^'en- 
titrasy  3;  Alurttan,  Mej.^  ii.  96;  Not.  JV.  Esp.^  in  Soc.  Mex.  Oeo'j.^  Boletln,  ii.  19; 
GonzcdeZf  in  Id.^  3da  ep.,  i.  238,  266;  2kimacois,  Hist.  M^j.^x.  718;  vii.  194. 

'  The  mountainous  region  so  called  extends  from  near  Kio  Verde  in  San 
Luis  Potosf  to  the  vicinity  of  Querdtaro,  and  forms  the  partido  of  Cadcreita, 
to-day  belonging  to  the  province  of  Quer6taro.  OonzaleZf  Col.  Doc.  N.  Leon, 
335. 


STIRRING  NATIVES  TO  REVOLT.  339 

lute  masters  of  the  sierra.  Nevertheless  we  find  that 
outrages  and  disturbances  soon  afterward  became  the 
order  of  the  day.  For  many  years  the  towns  in  the 
jurisdictions  of  Quer^taro,  San  Miguel  el  Grande, 
Celaya,  Chamacuero,  San  Juan  del  Rio,  Cadereita 
and  elsewhere  remained  in  the  same  condition.  The 
native  tribes  of  Sierra  Gorda  were  under  neither 
military,  civil,  nor  religious  control,  and  their  raids 
extended  at  times  into  the  very  streets  of  Spanish 
settlements. 

If  we  can  believe  Arlegui,  one  or  more  of  the  gov- 
ernors of  Nuevo  Leon  were  induced  to  persecute  the 
natives  by  private  persons  who  claimed  to  have  lost 
lands  through  the  appropriation  of  tracts  for  the  Ta- 
maulipas  tribes  in  1715,  and  many  Indians  were  subse- 
quently hanged  for  trivial  ofibnces.  Nor  would  this 
suffice;  the  settlers  themselves  constantly  sought  to 
drag  the  Indians  into  revolt  in  order  to  have  a  pre- 
tence to  make  them  slaves.  Under  such  circum- 
stances the  efforts  of  a  few  friars  were  of  no  avail. 

Such  was  the  state  of  affairs  when  in  1734  Josd  de 
Escandon,  an  officer  of  the  Querdtaro  militia,  was  com- 
missioned to  pacify  the  Sierra  Gorda.  At  last  the 
proper  person  had  been  found  to  carry  out  this  diffi- 
cult task.  During  his  first  expedition  four  hundred 
prisoners  were  taken;  the  ringleaders  were  summarily 
punished,  while  the  others,  in  place  of  being  enslaved, 
were  treated  with  great  consideration.  This  policy 
had  the  desired  effect,  and  in  the  course  of  a  few  years 
several  other  expeditions  under  the  same  leader  com- 
pleted the  work  of  pacification.  All  these  campaigns 
were  carried  on  by  Escandon  with  little  expense  to  the 
crown,  without  burdening  too  much  the  Spanish  set- 
tlers, and  without  enslaving  the  natives.  He  was  a 
wealthy  man,  and  expended  the  greater  part  of  his  own 
fortune  in  maintaining  his  troops,  who  were  kept  under 
strict  discipline,  and  not  allowed  to  commit  any  ex- 
cesses. His  conduct  gained  for  him  the  esteem  of  the 
government,  the  respect  of  the  colonists,  and  the  love 


340  PROGRESS  IN  NUEVO  LEON. 

of  the  pacified  tribes,  who  under  similar  circumstances 
had  hitherto  been  treated  like  brutes.  It  was  also 
remarked  that  although  he  divided  lands  among 
Spaniards  and  Indians,  none  were  reserved  for  him- 
self. 

Thus  the  wild  regions  of  Sierra  Gorda  were  finally 
brought  under  Spanish  rule,  without  much  bloodshed, 
and  without  any  of  the  revolting  incidents  usually  at- 
tending the  conquest  of  new  territory.  In  considera- 
tion of  his  services  Escandon  was  made  count  of 
Sierra  Gorda,  and  his  achievements  paved  the  way  for 
the  conquest  of  Tamaulipas,  where  still  greater  laurels 
were  in  store  for  him.® 

The  same  causes  which  led  to  the  final  pacification 
of  Sierra  Gorda  and  the  subjugation  of  the  Nayarits, 
ultimately  led  to  the  conquest  of  the  gulf  region 
stretching  from  Pdnuco  north  to  the  Rio  Bravo  del 
Norte.  Here,  as  elsewhere,  the  Indians  were  driven 
to  revolt  by  a  series  of  outrages  committed  on  them 
by  squatters,  robbers,  kidnappers,  and  slave-traders.* 
During  and  subsequent  to  the  operations  of  Escandon, 
various  proposals  were  made  to  the  central  govern- 
ment at  Mexico,  and  to  the  crown,^^  for  the  extension 
of  Spanish  settlements  in  Tamaulipas.  No  decision 
was  arrived  at,  however,  till  1746,  under  the  rule  of 
Revilla  Gigedo,  when  a  council  of- war  held  for  the 
purpose  intrusted  the  enterprise  to  Escandon,  who  was 
now  universally  recognized  as  a  man  of  consummate 

•  In  1767  there  were  nine  Indian  towns  in  Sierra  Gorda,  with  an  averace  of 
over  1,700  families.  SoreainOt  Proloyo^  2.  Most  of  these  were  founded  by 
Escandon  at  the  time  of  the  pacification.  For  further  details  concerning 
Sierra  Gorda  affairs  see  Ordenes  de  la  Corona,  MS.,  iv.  67-70;  N.  Mex.y  CMu- 
las,  MS.,  250-8,  268-81 ;  Arleijui,  Cron,  Zac.,  122-3;  Frejes,  Hist.  Brev.,  238- 
40;  Tamaul.y  ConversioneSf  in  Maltrat,  Ind.yiio.  20,  1-5;  Ouijo,  Diar,,  Doc, 
Hist.  Mex.,  laser..i.  330,  362;  Prifto,  Hist.  Tamaul.,  60-1,  71-8,  101-2; 
Zamacois,  I /int.  M^j.,  v.  373-4,570,  575. 

•  A  royal  c^dula  for  the  protection  of  the  Tamaulipas  Indians  was  issued 
May  25,  1689.  Ordenes  de  la  Corona,  MS.,  iv.  67-70.  See  also  Tamaid.f  Con- 
versioneSs  in  Maltrat.  Ind.y  no.  20,  1-5. 

*"  Notably  by  Ladron  de  Guevara,  whose  conditions  were  very  extrava- 
gant, and  excited  suspicion  concerning  his  ultimate  object  in  regard  to  tho 
natives.  N.  Mex.,  C^dulas^  MS.,  250-8. 
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ability;  nor  could  a  better  selection  have  been  made." 
The  whole  northern  coast  from  Darien  to  Florida  had 
gradually  succumbed  with  the  exception  of  this  portion, 
which  now,  after  a  successful  resistance  of  over  twc 


hundred  years,  was  to  be  the  last  to  submit  to  Spanish 
domination. 


■urn  of  29,000  p«aoa   (t  year  waa  to  be  paid  from  the  ruyal  iieaaaiy.    Tba 
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Escandon  was  authorized  to  extend  his  operations 
over  a  distance  of  more  than  a  hundred  leagues  from 
south  to  north,  and  sixty  or  eighty  from  east  to  west, 
the  boundaries  being  designated  on  the  east  by  the 
gulf;  south  by  the  jurisdictions  of  Pdnuco  and  Tam- 
pico,  Villa  de  Valles,  Sierra  Gorda,  and  Huasteca ; 
west  by  Guadalcdzar,  Venado,  Charcas,  Nuevo  Leon, 
and  part  of  Coahuila,  and  north  by  this  latter  province 
and  the  boundary  of  Texas.  The  territory  comprised 
within  these  limits  received  the  appellation  of  Nuevo 
Santander.  Most  extensive  preparations  for  the  ex- 
pedition were  made  in  the  city  of  Quer^taro;  and  the 
prestige  of  Escandon  was  so  great  that  from  all  parts 
of  the  country  Spanish  families  hastened  to  join  his 
fortunes,  and  many  an  adventurous  soldier  enlisted 
under  his  banner.  Enthusiasm  ran  high,  till  finally 
the  expeditionary  forces  numbered  seven  hundred  and 
fifty,  while  the  number  of  prospective  settlers,  con- 
eisting  of  Spaniards  and  converted  Indians,  exceeded 
two  thousand  five  hundred  families.  That  these  num- 
bers are  not  exaggerated  is  shown  by  the  settlements 
founded  by  Escandon,  and  by  subsequent  oflScial 
statistics. 

The  expedition  set  forth  from  Querdtaro  early  in 
December  1748,  passing  through  the  towns  of  Pozos, 
San  Luis  de  la  Paz,  Santa  Maria  del  Rio,  San  Luis 
Potosf,  and  thence  to  Tula,^^  where  it  was  joined  by  a 
number  of  Spanish  families.  Various  attempts  seem 
to  have  been  made  since  1714  to  form  new  settlements 
in  this  vicinity,  attended  apparently  with  little  success. 
At  one  of  these,  Palmillas,  Escandon  appointed  a 
military  governor,  and  continuing  his  march  in  a 
north-easterly  direction,  founded  on  December  25th 
the  town  of  Llera  with  sixty-seven  families.  Turn- 
ing  northward  on   January   1,    1749,    Giiemes   was 

audiencia  at  Mexico  in  1748  granted  the  funds,  and  in  1749  the  kin j^  ordered 
an  additional  sum  to  be  paid  to  complete  the  enterprise.  Revilla  Oigedo^  in 
Instruc.  VireyeSj  SIS, 

>^This  place,  then  in  the  jurisdiction  of  Charcas,  was  at  the  time  quite  a 
flourishing  colony. 
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established  with  fifty-eight  families,  and  a  mission  some 
few  leagues  distant  on  the  banks  of  the  Purificacion. 
On  January  6th  forty-four  families  settled  at  Padilla, 
and  a  mission  was  established  in  that  neighborhood. 
It  may  be  mentioned  here  that  for  each  newly  settled 
place  a  military  governor  was  appointed  with  the  rank 
of  captain,  and  a  small  garrison  was  left  for  police 
duty,  and  to  protect  the  settlers  against  the  hostilities 
of  the  natives.  Other  towns  were  located  in  rapid 
succession,  and  at  first  the  colonists  had  to  be  content 
with  primitive  huts,  hastily  constructed  of  branches 
and  leaves,  until  better  accommodations  could  be  se- 
cured. During  the  first  years  they  suffered  great 
hardships,  for  m  many  instances  the  sites  selected 
were  unfavorable,  either  on  account  of  their  liability 
to  floods,  their  sickly  climate,  or  for  other  reasons. 
The  settlers  of  the  town  of  Escandon  are  said  to  have 
been  driven  from  their  second  site  by  clouds  of  mos- 
quitoes and  other  obnoxious  insects. 

From  Padilla,  Escandon  continued  his  march  some 
twenty  leagues  in  a  north-easterly  direction,  with  a 
view  to  establish  a  general  camp  from  which  exploring 
expeditions  might  be  despatched,  particularly  to  dis- 
cover the  harbor  of  Santander,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river  then  called  Purificacion,  and  to-day  La  Marina. 
On  this  march  from  Padilla  the  first  savages  made  their 
appearance,  descending  in  great  numbers  from  the 
eastern  sierras  of  Tamaulipas,  but  being  overawed  by 
the  vast  caravan  of  Spaniards,  abstained  from  attack. 
About  the  same  time  Escandon  was  joined  by  another 
party  of  settlers  from  Linares,  consisting  of  sixty 
families  under  the  conduct  of  Ladron  de  Guevara,  and 
efforts  were  now  made  to  reach  the  seaboard.  After 
various  attempts,  on  February  17th,  the  mouth  of 
the  Purificacion  was  discovered ;  the  town  of  Santan- 
der was  established  with  forty-five  families,  and  desig- 
nated as  the  capital  of  the  province." 

''  The  site  was  subsequeotly  changed  and  the  town  flourished,  counting 
nearly  600  inhabitants  in  1757. 
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From  the  new  capital  Escandon  proceeded  north  in 
quest  of  the  valley  of  Flores.  Crossing  the  Rio 
Conchas,  and  passing  along  the  banks  towards  its 
mouth  at  Salinas  bar,  he  came  upon  a  friendly  Indian 
chief  who  had  formed  a  settlement  of  Pintos.  Leav- 
ing several  Franciscan  friars  with  the  natives,  he 
pushed  forward  to  the  Rio  Bravo  del  Norte,  expect- 
ing to  meet  with  some  families  coming  from  Linares 
and  other  places,  with  whom  to  form  a  settlement. 
He  soon  arrived  at  Camargo,  which  had  been  provi- 
sionally founded  by  one  Barrero  from  Nuevo  Leon, 
and  formally  established  the  town  on  March  5th, 
leaving  Captain  Falcon  in  command.  A  little  to  the 
south  a  mission  was  erected  with  the  Franciscan, 
Juan  Garcia,  in  charge;  this  friar  was  also  the  first 
curate  of  Camargo.  Thence  proceeding  west,  the 
town  of  Reinosa  and  a  mission  were  established,  with 
families  from  Nuevo  Leon  under  Captain  Cantun. 
After  despatching  Captain  Basterra  to  form  a  settle- 
ment on  the  Nueces  River,  Escandon  returned  to 
Salinas,  where,  with  families  brought  by  Captain 
Merino,  he  founded  San  Fernando.  On  this  return 
march  the  natives  showed  signs  of  hostility,  and 
an  inclination  to  dispute  the  passage.  They  were 
appeased,  however,  by  Escandon's  kind  words  and 
by  presents. 

About  April  27th  Altamira  was  located  near  the 
coast,  and  on  May  9th  the  city  of  Horcasitas  was 
founded  with  more  than  ordinary  pomp.  Ten  days 
after  this,  Santa  Barbara  and  the  mission  Soledad^* 
were  established,  after  which  Escandon  returned  by 
way  of  Tula  to  Querdtaro,  to  report  on  the  progress 
of  his  enterprise.  Remaining  there  during  the  whole 
of  the  following  year,  he  prepared  a  second  expedi- 
tion. At  no  time  during  the  colonial  history  of  New 
Spain  had  so  many  settlements  been  founded  in  such 

^*  The  mission  Santa  Maria  de  la  Soledad  a  quarter  lea^e  east  of  Santa 
Barbara,  was  given  lands  by  Escandon  in  the  king's  name,  the  same  tm  all  the 
other  missions.  Pinorf,  Col.  Doc,  Mex,,  361. 


PACIFICATION  OR  EXTERMINATION.  345 

a  comparatively  short  period,  and  with  so  little  blood- 
shed. True,  here  and  there  the  natives  were  obsti- 
nate and  unwilling  to  submit  to  the  strangers,  and  in 
several  instances  Spanish  settlements  were  attacked 
by  the  nomad  tribes  still  scattered  in  the  recesses  of 
their  mountain  retreats.  Thus  it  became  necessary 
at  times  to  send  a  force  against  them.  This,  how- 
ever, seems  never  to  have  been  done  unless  the  Ind- 
ians first  gave  suflScient  provocation  by  their  hostile 
attitude.  Indeed,  as  a  rule  Escandon  managed  the 
aborigines  with  great  skill  and  judgment,  never  resort- 
ing to  hostile  measures  when  with  inducements  and 
promises  he  could  attract  them  to  the  missions,  after 
which  they  would  generally  become  good  settlers.  It 
is  evident  that  this  leader  pursued  a  wise  policy  in 
making  the  lot  of  the  subjugated  natives  as  comfort- 
able as  possible.  We  find  no  signs  of  encomiendas  or 
congregas,  the  same  policy  being  observed  as  in  Sierra 
Grorda.  It  is  indeed  refreshing  to  record  a  circum- 
stance of  this  nature — so  much  at  variance  with  the 
general  conduct  observed  by  nearly  all  the  conquer- 
ors and  pacificators  of  earlier  times — and  even  at  the 
present  day  the  name  of  Escandon  is  esteemed  and 
honored  in  Tamaulipas. 

Many  other  settlements  and  missions  were  founded 
during  the  second  expedition,  the  details  of  which  are 
similar  to  those  of  the  first,  and  of  little  interest  to 
the  general  reader.  All  these  new  settlements,  as  I 
have  mentioned,  were  placed  in  charge  of  a  military 
commander,  while  one  or  more  Franciscan  friars  took 
charge  of  each  mission.  Thus  the  government  of  the 
new  colonies  was  at  first  purely  military;  yet  it  cannot 
be  denied  that,  for  the  time  being,  and  under  a  man  like 
Escandon,  this  was  the  best  fitted  to  keep  the  Ind- 
ians under  subjection,  and  to  prevent  civil  dissensions 
among  the  colonists  themselves.  At  all  events  we  do 
not  hear  of  any  abuses  committed  by  the  commanders 
appointed  by  Escandon,  and  the  progress  of  the  col- 
onies evidenced  the  success  of  the  system.     Never- 
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theless  even  in  1757  Indian  hostilities  had  not 
entirely  ceased ;"  and  for  this  reason  it  was  recom- 
mended by  Inspector-general  Tienda  de  Cuervo,  who 
made  an  official  visit  to  the  province  in  that  year,  to 
take  final  measures  to  complete  the  pacification  of  the 
territory.  Though  Spanish  dominion  was  perma- 
nently established,  he  was  aware  that  to  ensure  the 
peaceful  and  steady  development  of  the  country,  an- 
other campaign  must  be  inaugurated;  the  natives 
who  remained  obstinate  must  be  pursued  to  their  last 
haunts ;  they  must  either  be  obliged^  to  settle  in  the 
missions  or  be  exterminated.  The  recommendation 
was  approved  by  Viceroy  Amarillas,  and  it  is  claimed 
that  the  campaign  was  a  success,  and  that  soon  after 
the  establishment  of  San  Cdrlos  all  hostilities  and 
depredations  by  the  Indian  tribes  of  the  neighborhood 
ceased.  Many  of  them,  seeing  they  were  pursued 
even  to  their  most  secret  haunts,  had  preferred  to  join 
the  missions;  but  others,  more  warlike,  receded  be- 
yond the  boundaries  of  Coahuila  and  to  the  Rio 
Bravo.  They  were  gradually  surrounded,  and  con- 
fined by  the  encroaching  Spanish  settlements  to  the 
most  remote  parts  of  the  province;  and  being  obliged 
to  withdraw,  they  joined  the  wild  tribes  of  Coahuila, 
Sonora,  and  New  Mexico,  who  long  afterward  con- 
tinued to  harass  the  settlers  on  the  borders  of  Mexico 
and  the  United  States.    In  1792  a  last  raid  was  made 

^  According  to  a  statistical  report  made  by  the  inspector-general  Jcb4 
Tienda  de  Cuervo  in  1757i  Escandon  nad  founded  24  cities,  towns,  and  villages, 
with  nearly  the  same  number  of  missions;  there  were  8,993  inhabitants;  20 
missionaries;  3,473  Indians  settled  in  the  missions.  The  stock  of  the  colony 
consisted  of  58,302  horses;  1,874  mules;  24,747  homed  cattle,  and  288,363 
sheep  and  hogs.  The  cost  of  the  political  and  religious  administration  was 
45,095  pesos  annually.  Hi«t.  Arch,  Geid,  Mex.,  liv.  Navarro,  in  Soc.  Mex. 
Geog.,  boktiriy  2da  ^p.,  i.  291,  ^ves  the  area  of  Nuevo  Santanderin  1810  as 
5,193  square  leagues,  one  partido,  26  curacies,  8  missions,  18  villas,  and  11 
pueblos  ;  and  a  population  of  56,715,  consisting  of  14,0:^  Spaniards,  13,251 
Indians,  and  28,825  of  mixed  blood.  In  Certify  dc  los  MercrdeSy  MS.,  Pinart, 
Col.  Doc,  Mex.i  39,  the  cost  of  the  presidio  at  Camargo  in  1758  is  given  at 
3,225  pesos  ;  that  of  Santander  at  32,927  pesos.  See  al^  llumholdty  Tab.  Ea- 
tad.,  MS.,  7-40 ;  N.  Mex.  Cedulcu,  MS.,  303-22;  Soc.  Mfx,  Geog.,  Boletin, 
ii.  19.  The  pro8i)ects  for  agricultural  development  were  very  poor,  accord* 
ing  to  a  report  of  Bishop  cSmdamo  in  1791.  Goiizaiez,  Col,  Doc,  N,  Lwn^ 
123-25. 
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by  the  savages  on  Laredo,  but  they  were  soon  repulsed 
and  driven  beyond  the  frontier. 

At  the  time  of  Cuervo's  arrival  at  Soto  la  Marina 
he  found  a  schooner  belonging  to  Escandon  anchored 
in  the  harbor.  This  is  the  first  craft  known  to  have 
traded  between  Vera  Cruz  and  Nuevo  Santander. 
The  master,  Bernardo  Vidal  Buzcarrones,  informed 
Cuervo  as  to  the  general  condition  of  the  coast,  an- 
chorage, and  the  different  sand-bars  he  had  examined 
at  the  mouths  of  various  rivers.  According  to  his 
opinion  prospects  for  shipping  were  not  at  all  encour- 
aging, as  during  £he  greater  part  of  the  year  only 
small  craft  were  able  to  cross  the  bars  and  find  a  sate 
harbor.  Then  Cuervo  made  a  tour  of  inspection  with 
the  schooner  himself,  during  which  he  came  to  the 
same  unfavorable  conclusion. 

More  improvements  were  made  in  1763.  The  sites 
of  Escandon,  Bdrgos,  and  Reinosa  were  changed; 
new  settlements  were  founded,  and  the  settlers  re- 
ceived assistance  from  the  government.  For  fifteen 
years  the  lands  in  the  vicinity  of  the  colonies  had 
been  used  in  common,  but  in  1764,  by  order  of  Vice- 
roy Crufllas,  they  began  to  be  segregated.  The  fol- 
lowing year  the  town  Crufllas  was  founded,  and  in 
1766  San  Cd,rlos  was  established.  From  this  time 
until  the  end  of  the  century  the  colonists  were  enabled 
to  breathe  more  freely;  all  the  settlements  rapidly 
improved;  several  mines  were  discovered  and  worked; 
stock-raising  increased;  and  merchants  and  dealers 
from  Mexico,  Huasteca,  Sierra  Gorda,  San  Luis  Po- 
tosl,  and  other  parts  of  the  country  began  to  frequent 
the  flourishing  towns  of  Nuevo  Santander.^® 

'•In  1779  Manuel  de  Medina  was  governor  of  the  province,  and  in  1787 
Melchor  Vidal  de  Lorza  was  appointed.  In  1791  and  1799-1800  the  conde 
de  Sierra  Gorda,  probably  a  son  of  Joe6  de  Escandon,  is  again  mentioned  as 

fovemor,  and  at  the  outbreak  of  Hidalgo's  revolution  we  find  Manuel  de 
turbe  6  Irreta  at  the  head  of  affairs  in  the  province.  See  Medina  ^  al  Regente 
Romdj  MS.;  OoTMZy  Diar,,  in  Doc.  Hist.  Mex.,  2d  ser.,  vii.  278;  Alaman^ 
Mej.y  ii.  94;  GoTizaleZt  Col,  Doc,  N,  Leon,  153;  Dice,  Univ,,  v.  458;  Zamacois, 
Hist.  Mej.  vii.  191.  In  the  latter  part  of  the  eighteenth  century  the  missions 
of  the  custodia  of  Rio  Verde  and  San  Pablo  de  Michoocan,  Tula,  Palmillas, 
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Pantano,  Jaumave,  Llera,  Croix,  and  Gflemes  belonged  politically  to  tbe  col- 
ony of  Nuevo  Santander,  and  spirituidly  to  the  diocese  of  ^uevo  Leon. 
Arias,  Jn/brme^  MS.,  in  Pinart,  CoL  Doc,  Mex.,  342.  See  also  Esiad.  JJid, 
Ant,  tin  Soc,  Mex.  Oeog,,  Boleiin,  2da  ep.,  i.  570. 

The  Historia,  (hografia  y  Estadisiica  del  Eatado  de  Tamavlipas  por  el  C, 
Ingeniero  Alejaildro  PrUto,  Mexico,  1873,  4to,  pp.  5,  361,  map,  gives  an  out- 
line of  the  history  of  Tamanlipas  from  the  time  of  the  conquest;  the  author 
makes  an  effort  to  prove  an  ancient  civilization  in  that  state,  based  upon  some 
personal  researches  and  a  number  of  relics  discovered,  with  a  brief  narrative 
of  aboriginal  traditions,  habits,  customs,  and  religion,  touching  also  in  a  gen- 
eral way  on  the  historical  events  of  Texas,  Nuevo  Leon,  and  Sierra  Gorda. 
Then  follows  a  description  of  geographical  conditions  and  political  divisions, 
giving,  based  on  statistics,  information  on  the  material  stimding  of  the  coun- 
trv  in  re^rd  to  agriculture,  commerce,  industries,  and  general  resources. 
This  portion  of  the  work  is  by  far  more  useful  than  the  historical  division; 
indeed  the  author  does  not  claim  any  credit  in  that  direction,  and  we  find 
but  a  confused  compilation  of  historical  data,  scattered  about  promiscuously 
with  an  utter  disregard  to  logical  sequence,  and  clogged  by  eternal  repeti- 
tions. Notwithstanding  these  defects,  the  author  m»  undoubtedly  been 
painstaking  in  his  researches,  both  amons  the  ancient  ruins  of  his  country, 
and  among  authorities  which  it  might  be  difficult  for  others  to  obtain. 
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Administration  of  Viceroy  CruIllas. 

More  than  two  centuries  had  now  elapsed  since  the 
fleet  of  Cortds  had  cast  anchor  under  the  island  of 
San  Juan  de  UMa,  and  of  all  the  powerful  tribes  that 
once  rendered  allegiance  to  the  Montezumas  few  re- 
tained any  traces  of  their  ancient  glory.  While  in 
1721  the  Spaniards  were  celebrating  the  bi-centennial 
of  the  occupation  of  the  capital,  the  mountain  tribes  of 
Nayarit  were  being  subjugated,  and  a  quarter  of  a 
century  later  those  of  Nuevo  Leon,  Sierra  Gorda,  and 
Tamaulipas  yere  destined,  as  we  have  seen,  to  meet 
the  same  fate. 

On  October  15,  1722,  Juan  de  Acuna,  marques  de 
Casafuerte,  the  successor  of  Valero,  arrived  in  Mex- 
ico as  thirty-seventh  viceroy  of  New  Spain.  He  is 
said  to  have  been  one  of  the  best  of  all  the  represent- 
atives of  royalty,  being  remembered  in  the  history  of 
the  country  as  the  'great  governor.'^    During  his  ad- 

*  Casafuerte  was  a  Creole,  a  natiye  of  Lima,  Peru.  During  69  years  of 
public  service  he  had  been  viceroy  of  Messina  and  of  Sicily.     Besides  being 

(84») 
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ministration  Casafuerte  wrought  a  marked  change  in 
the  various  branches  of  the  pubhc  service,  and  labored 
zealously,  and  not  in  vain,  to  purify  a  venal  court. 
Many  of  the  former  rulers  had  done  much  to  benefit 
the  country  by  establishing  new  colonies,  and  encour- 
aging commerce  and  the  development  of  the  mining 
and  agricultural  interests.  It  must  be  acknowledged, 
however,  that  few  of  them  were  proof  against  the 
temptations  of  the  age,  and  that  directlv  or  indirectly 
they  countenanced  the  shameful  abuse  of  selling  pubhc 
offices  to  the  highest  bidder.  When  Casafuerte  took 
charge,  he  at  once  abolished  this  practice.  No  presents 
were  received,  no  favors  shown;  none  of  his  household 
or  subordinates  dared  to  meddle  in  the  question  of  ap- 
pointments, or  to  intercede  for  office-seeKers.  Whole- 
some reforms  were  introduced  and  maintained  during 
his  long  rule,  while  merit  alone  was  the  passport  to 
preferment. 

In  the  matter  of  public  improvements  the  marquis 
was  equally  active.  The  building  of  a  new  mint  was 
begun  in  1731,  and  finished  in  1734,  at  a  cost  of  four 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  pesos;*  in  1733  the  plaza  de 
Acapulco  was  renovated,  the  San  Crist6bal  causeway 
having  been  reconstructed  the  previous  year.  The 
grand  aqueduct  which  supplies  the  city  of  Queretaro 
with  water  was  begun  in  1726  and  finished  in  1738.^ 
Improvements  were  also  made  in  the  various  presidios 
throughout  the  country  under  Pedro  de  Rivera,  who 
made  a  four  years'  tour  of  inspection  by  order  of  the 
viceroy,  and  a  cannon  foundry  was  established  at  Ori- 
zaba, the  guns  being  used  to  strengthen  the  coast 
defences. 

general  of  artillery,  he  had  attained  the  highest  military  title,  that  of  captain- 
general  of  the  Spanish  army.  Cavo,  Tres  SigloSf  ii  122;  Alamcm,  Diaert.,  iiL 
app.  .53. 

'  In  1722  the  royal  theatre  was  destroyed  by  fire.  Steps  were  immediately 
taken  to  rebuild,  though  the  new  edifice  was  not  reopened  until  1753.  ^/o- 
man,  Disert,  iii.  app.  63;  Caw,  Trea  Sigloft,  ii.  122. 

^This  structure  was  undertaken  at  the  suggestion  and  nnder  the  patronage 
of  Juan  Antonio  de  Urrutia  y  Arana,  marquis  of  Villa  del  Villar  del  Aguim^ 
who,  encouraged  by  Casafuerte,  spent  large  sums  on  it  from  his  private  for- 
tune. NavarrelCf  Rd,  Ptregrinaf  no.  ii  1-11. 
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The  administration  of  Casafuerte  was  not  marked 
by  any  internal  disturbances;  nor  were  the  provinces 
harassed  by  the  depredations  of  pirates  which  wrought 
so  much  mischief  during  the  rule  of  his  predecessors. 
Commerce  still  suffered  to  some  extent  on  the  North 
Sea,  but  corsairs  had  been  driven  from  the  waters  of 
the  Pacific,  and  trading  vessels  passed  to  and  fro  be- 
tween New  Spain  and  the  East  Indies  without  fear 
of  being  molested. 

The  marquis  was  beloved  by  the  people,  and  the 
only  enemies  he  had  were  dissatisfied  office-seekers. 
These  prevailed  upon  the  king's  council  to  recommend 
his  removal  on  account  of  his  great  age,  and  his  long 
tenure  of  office,  which  was  inconsistent  with  general 
usage.  When  this  was  done  Felipe  signified  his  con- 
fidence in  his  representative  by  merely  replying:  "As 
long  as  Casafuerte  lives  his  talents  and  virtues  give 
him  all  the  strength  necessary  for  a  good  governor." 
Soon  afterward,  however,  in  1734,  the  marquis  died, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-seven.  His  funeral  ceremonies 
were  described  in  detail  in  the  Gazette  then  published 
by  Sahagun.  Since  that  time  they  have  served  as  a 
model  on  similar  occasions,  and  resemble  those  which 
at  the  present  day  are  observed  on  the  demise  of  a 
president  of  the  Mexican  republic* 

When  the  carta  de  mortajay  was  opened  by  the 
audiencia  it  was  found  that  the  archbishop  of  Mexico, 
Juan  Antonio  de  Vizarron  y  Eguiarreta,  was  desig- 
nated to  fill  the  vacancy.*  Vizarron  was  appointed 
to  the  primacy  January  13,  1730,   and  arrived  in 

*  In  1724  Felipe  V.  abdicated  the  crown  of  Spain  in  favor  of  his  son  Luis 
I. ,  who  ascended  the  throne  on  January  10th.  While  preparations  were  bein^; 
made  to  celebrate  the  event,  news  arrived  of  the  death  of  the  latter,  which 
had  occurred  August  13th  the  same  year,  and  Felipe,  reluctant  to  place  his 
minor  son  Fernando  upon  the  throne,  had' reassumeu  the  crown. 

*0u  the  death  of  archbishop  Lanciego  in  1728,  Manuel  Jo8(5  de  Endaya  y 
Haro  was  elected  to  the  see,  but  died  before  taking  possession,  October  5, 
1729.  The  bishop  of  Puebla,  Juan  Antonio  de  Lardizabal,  was  elected  the 
same  year  to  fill  the  vaeaucy,  but  the  prelate  refused  the  appointment.  Con- 
cilioit  Prov.,  1555-65 ^  224-5;  Doc,  Eck^.  Alex.,  MS.,  ii.  pt.  L;  Vice.  Univ., 
ix.271. 
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the  capital  on  December  20th  of  the  same  year.  He 
was  consecrated  by  the  bishop  of  Puebla  Lardizdbal 
y  Elorza,  assisted  by  the  bishops  of  Yucatan  and 
Caracas,  who  were  on  a  visit  to  Mexico  at  the  time, 
and  took  charge  of  the  ecclesiastical  government  on 
the  21st  of  May  1731,  receiving  the  pallium  on  the 
13th  of  January  1732."*  The  pastoral  administration  of 
the  archbishop,  which  lasted  sixteen  years,  was  one 
of  the  most  peaceful  and  prosperous  recorded  in  the 
annals  of  the  Mexican  church;  and  concerning  his 
reign  as  viceroy,  it  may  be  said  that  he  was  in  every 
way  a  worthy  successor  to  Casafuerte;  he  sent  more 
treasure  to  Spain  than  any  previous  viceroy,  without 
oppressing  the  people,  draining  the  country  of  the  pre- 
cious metals,  or  diminishing  the  amount  usually  held 
in  reserve  at  Mexico. 

Though  near  the  close  of  his  administration  war 
was  again  declared  between  Spain  and  England;  New 
Spain  remained  undisturbed  by  foreign  aggression; 
on  the  other  hand,  we  have  to  record  for  this  period 
some  internal  troubles  and  calamities.  The  negro  and 
other  slaves  of  the  town  and  vicinity  of  C6rdoba  had 
long  meditated  revolt,  when  in  1735  a  rumor  was  cir- 
culated by  a  mulatto  that  all  slaves  had  been  declared 
free  by  the  king,  and  that  they  were  now  unlawfully 
kept  in  bondage  by  the  Spaniards.  A  general  upris- 
ing followed  in  the  month  of  June;  and  though  some 
of  the  more  timid  remained  with  their  masters,  the 
majoritj'',  being  supplied  in  secret  with  arms  of  every 
description,  gathered  and  fortified  themselves  on  the 
hacienda  called  Omealca,  protected  by  the  Rio  Blanco 
and  the  mountains.     The  militia  of  Vera  Cruz,  Ori- 

•  Archbishop  Vizarron  was  bom  in  the  city  and  port  of  Santa  Maria,  Spain. 
So  little  is  known  of  the  early  history  of  this  illustiions  member  of  the  church 
tliat  not  even  the  date  of  his  birth  is  given.  His  biographers  merely  mention 
t'.iat  his  studies  were  completed  in  the  college  of  San  Clemen te  in  Rome,  and 
that  at  the  time  of  his  election  as  archbishop  of  Mexico  he  was  a  high  digni* 
tary  of  the  church  of  Seville.  See  Healts  CfduIaSf  MS.,  i.  28-9;  Providencias 
Ji'exiles,  MS.,  8-10;  Cabrera  y  Quintero,  Festiiudacles,  Div.,  i.  pt.  i.;  Villa- 
tieuor,  TeatrOf  L  20-31;  Qazcta  Mex.,  Dec.  1730;  Arcvalo,  Compaid.,  290. 


DUQUE  DE  LA  CONQUISTA.  353 

zaba,  and  the  neighboring  towns  were  called  out,  and 
a  formal  campaign  opened.  A  force  of  six  hundred 
Spaniards  attacked  the  insurgents,  who  were  routed 
after  a  stubborn  resistance.  The  ringleaders  were  ex- 
ecuted, and  others  who  were  captured  were  subjected 
to  cruel  tortures.  Those  who  escaped  fled  to  the 
mountains ;  but  hunger  caused  most  of  them  to  return, 
while  a  few  preferred  death  from  starvation  to  the 
fate  of  their  companions.^ 

During  the  greater  part  of  the  following  year  vio- 
lent storms  prevailed,  and  in  the  month  of  August  the 
epidemic  called  matlazahuatl  made  its  appearance  in 
Tacuba,  and  spread  with  rapidity  over  the  whole 
country.®  This  terrible  disease  was  similar  to  that 
of  1576,  which  carried  off  some  two  millions  of  natives.® 

After  being  relieved  from  oflSce  as  viceroy,  Vizarron 
remained  in  charge  of  the  primacy  until  the  day  of 
his  death,^^  and  was  succeeded  in  1749  by  archbishop 
Dr  Manuel  Joseph  Rubio  y  Salinas,  who  presided 
over  the  affairs  of  the  church  no  less  ably  than  had 
his   predecessor.^^     He   died,  after  a  successful  ad- 

^More  particnlars  about  this  insnrrection  may  be  found  in  Rodriguez^ 
Cart.  Hist.f  43-6;  Rivera,  Oobemantea,  i.  107-8.  In  1737  a  Guaima  Indian 
was  hanged  for  inciting  the  natives  to  revolt,  pretending  to  be  a  prophet.  At 
the  execution  the  natives  were  much  astonished  that  the  Spaniards  did  not 
turn  into  stone.  Alaman,  Disert.y  in.  app.  56. 

*The  cholora  morbus  of  1833  also  broke  out  in  August,  at  the  time  when 
HerBcheVs  comet  was  ex{>ected,  though  this  was  not  visible  in  Mexico  till 
Oct.  11, 1835.  Buatamanie,  in  Cavo,  TresSiiilos,  ii.  137.  The  epidemic  of  17.36-7 
was  also  ascribed  to  the  appearance  of  a  comet.  ,  In  the  city  of  Mexico  the 
deaths  amounted  to  40,000,  according  to  Alaman,  and  Cabrera  gives  54,000 
for  Puebla.  Alegre  claims  that  in  the  province  of  Mexico  one  third  of  the 
population  perished,  and  Villa-Sefior  states  that  many  towns  remained  deserted. 
A  remarkable  circumstance  was  that  Teutitlan,  Ayahualica,  Hueyacocotlan, 
and  Notchixtlan  in  the  bishopric  of  Oaiaca,  though  surrounded  by  infected 
towns  remained  free  from  contagion.  The  Spaniards,  as  usual,  suffered  less 
than  the  Indians.  See  aHao  Alegre ,  Hist.  Comp.,  iii.  261-8;  Panef,  Vireyes, 
MS.,  113-15;  Doc.  Eclea.  Mex.,  MS.,  ii.  pt.  L  133;  Alzate,  OazetaLU.,  ii.  97. 

*Our  Lady  of  Guadalupe  was  supposed  to  have  caused  the  disappearauce 
of  the  epidemic.  She  was  therefore  declared  the  patron  saint  of  the  city  of 
Mexico,  and  in  later  years  of  the  whole  country.  Ataman^  IHsert.,  iii.  app.  56. 

*°He  made  a  re^rt  of  the  condition  of  the  country  and  the  different 
branches  of  the  admmistration  to  the  king,  and  died  Feb.  25,  1747.  See  Ft- 
zarron  y  Fguiarreta,  4-7,  85-92,  in  Vireyea  de  Mex.  Jnstruc.y  let  ser.  nos.  18, 
19;  Ados  SecretoSf  in  Doc.  Ecles.  M^x.^  MS.,  i.  pt.  i.  v.;  Villa-Seflor  y  San- 
chez, ThecUrOj  i.  17-19;  Alaman,  Disert.,  iii.  app.  66;  Castro,  Diario,  in  Doc. 
Hist.  Mex,,  Ist  ser.,  iv.  76-7. 

^^  This  prelate,  related  to  the  most  prominent  nobility  of  Spain,  was  bom 
Hut.  Mkx.,  Vol.  HI,   28 
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ministration   of  sixteen  years,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
two. 

The  thirty-ninth  viceroy,  Pedro  de  Castro  y  Figu- 
eroa  Salazar,  duque  de  la  Conquista  y  marquds  de 
Gracia  Real,  took  charge  of  the  government  of  New- 
Spain  August  17,  1740.  He  had  taken  passage  in  a 
Dutch  ship  in  order  to  elude  the  English  war  vessels 
which  were  then  cruising  in  the  North  Sea,  but  being 
pursued  near  Portobello  was  obliged  to  make  his  es- 
cape in  a  small  swift  craft  which  had  served  as  escort. 
His  baggage  and  papers  were  left  behind,  but  he  was 
nevertheless  acknowledged  as  viceroy  without  creden- 
tials.^^ During  his  brief  reign  of  a  single  year,  he  gave 
indications  of  being  a  good  ruler,  though  he  found  the 
country  in  a  less  favorable  condition  than  his  prede- 
cessors. The  French  had  retired  from  the  extreme 
northern  provinces  of  New  Spain,  but  the  English, 
under  Oglethorpe,  bombarded  San  Agustin,  in  Florida; 
while  Admiral  Vernon  who  had  captured  Portobello 
and  destroyed  the  castle  of  San  Lorenzo  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Chagre,  threatened  Uliia  and  Vera  Cruz. 

The  duke  ordered  that  the  razed  batteries  of  Gua- 
dalupe and  San  Miguel  should  be  reconstructed,  and 
an  adequate  force  raised  for  the  protection  of  the  gulf 
coast.  Soon  afterward  he  repaired  to  Vera  Cruz  for 
the  purpose  of  adopting  measures  for  defence,  but  a 
short  time  after  his  arrival  at  that  port  he  was  stricken 

Jane  29,  1703.  He  finished  bis  studies  at  the  famous  university  of  AlcaU  de 
Henares  and  became  celebrated  as  a  licentiate  in  canon  law.  It  is  not  known 
^hen  he  took  orders,  but  he  rose  rapidly  in  the  ecclesiastical  career  under 
the  patronage  of  Cardinal  Borja,  and  at  the  time  of  his  election  to  the  Mexi* 
•can  archsce  was  abbot  of  San  Isidro  de  Leon.  See  Veitiaf  Linagey  in  Z>oc, 
Ikies.  Mex.,  MS.,  i.  pt  v.  36;  Concilios  Prov.,  16S5-65, 225-26;  lieales  C^dulw, 
MS.,  i.  181;  N.  Esp.  Breve  Res,,  i.  139-40;  Sow.,  Episcop,  Mex.,  182-91;  J/o- 
rena,  Juan  Becerra,  Rel.  Alex,,  1766;  Vallarte,  Sermon,  pt.  ix.,  in  Arteaga, 
Jonias. 

^^  Instead  of  saving  the  credentials  and  instructions  of  the  crown,  the 
duko  took  with  him  his  favorite  poodle-dog.  For  this  he  was  severely  repri- 
manded by  the  king,  and  the  rebuke  bore  so  hea\'ily  upon  his  mind  that  one 
year  later  it  caused  his  death.  8o  say  Cavo,  Tres  Siglos,  ii.  148,  and  Rivera, 
OobertmiUeny  i.  353.  It  is  more  likely  that  the  viceroy  died  from  yellow  fever, 
'The  lost  baggage  was  valued  at  100,000  pesos. 
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down  with  a  severe  illness,  causing  his  immediate  re- 
turn  to  Mexico,  where  he  died,  August  22, 1741.^^  His 
successor,  Pedro  Cebrian  y  Agustin,  conde  de  Fuen- 
clara,  the  fortieth  viceroy,  and  the  last  who  in  those 
days  enjoyed  the  dignity  of  grandee  of  New  Spain, 
assumed  oflfice  November  3,  1742. 

At  this  time  the  Spanish  provinces  were  ke^t  in  a 
state  of  constant  alarm  by  the  operations  of  Anson 
and  Vernon,  which  have  already  been  briefly  related." 
After  scouring  the  Pacific  coast  of  South  America, 
Anson  arrived  off  Acapulco  in  February  1742,  with 
forces  greatly  reduced  by  sickness,  and  failing  to  re- 
ceive the  cooperation  of  Vernon,  resolved  not  to  make 
any  attempt  on  the  mainland.  Hearing  that  he  had 
nairowly  missed  intercenting  a  treasure-ship  named 
the  Covadonga,  which  had  sailed  safely  into  Acapulco  a 
short  time  before,  he  cruised  off  that  port  for  three 
months  in  the  hope  of  capturing  this  prize.  In  the 
ordinary  course  of  things  the  C^oadonga  should  have 
left  Acapulco  in  March,  but  on  account  of  Anson's 
presence  the  authorities  thought  it  best  to  detain  her 
until  the  following  year.  Thereupon  the  British  ad- 
miral set  sail  in  disgust  for  China;  and,  having  burned 
one  of  his  two  vessels  and  refitted  the  other  near 
Macao,  put  off  to  await  the  arrival  of  the  two  galleons 
which  he  expected  would  reach  the  Philippines  in  May 
1743.  On  the  20th  of  this  month  he  arrived  in  his 
remaining  vessel,  the  Centurion^  a  frigate  of  sixty  guns, 
and  with  a  very  slender  ship's  company,  at  cape  Espl- 

'*  Humboldt,  Essai  Pol. ,  i.  203,  asserts  that  the  daqne  de  la  Conquista 
was  the  only  viceroy  bom  in  America.  In  this  statement  he  is  in  error; 
there  were  several  others,  among  whom  was  Casafuerte,  who,  as  before  related, 
was  bom  in  Lima.  For  more  particulars  concerning  the  administration  of  this 
viceroy,  ^ee Figueroa,  Vindicias^  MS.,  123;  Villa-Sefior,  7'eatro^  i.  44-5;  Papelrs 
Frana8cano8t  MS.,  i.  Ist  ser.  521,  531;  Castillo,  Sermon  Real,  1  etseq.;  Pants, 
Vireyea^  in  Mon,  J)om.  Eftp.^  MS.,  117;  lieales  Cedulas,  MS.,  149;  Viref/eff,  In- 
struc,  MS.,  pt.20;  Linares,  Instruc,  MS.,  1-12;  Lorenzann,  in  Cortes,  Hist. 
N.  EsjK,  32;  Cavo,  Trea  Sigfos,  ii.  146^;  Ataman,  Diaert.,  iii.  app.  57;  R'uero, 
Oobernantes,  i.  351-4.  On  the  death  of  the  viceroy,  there  being  no  carta  de 
mortaja,  the  andiencia  assumed  the  reins  of  government,  with  Pedro  Malo  de 
Villavicencio  as  president.  During  his  brief  rule  nothing  worthy  of  note 
occurred. 

^^  See  Hist,  Cent,  Amer,,  ii.  589  et  seq.,  this  series. 
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ritu  Santo,  off  the  island  of  Samal.  Here  were  erected 
signal  stations  for  the  purpose  of  warning  Spanish  gal- 
leons  to  beware  of  enemies  who  might  be  cruising  about 
in  neighboring  waters.  The  Covadonga  soon  made  her 
appearance,  and  when  Anson's  ship  was  sighted,  bore 
down  upon  her  to  give  battle. 

Though  not  a  war  vessel,  the  Covadonga  was  well 
armed  and  manned,  having  thirty-six  large  guns, 
twenty-eight  howitzers,  and  five  hundred  and  fiftv 
men,  a  number  greatly  in  excess  of  the  Centurions 
crew.  But  these  advantages  were  counterbalanced 
by  the  lightness  of  the  British  frigate,  and  the  greater 
efficiency  of  her  men.  For  two  hours  the  conflict 
lasted.  Though  outmatched  in  seamanship  the  Span- 
iards showed  no  lack  of  courage.  The  galleon's  rig- 
ging caught  fire;  her  pennant  was  shot  away;  her  com- 
mander was  wounded,  sixty-§even  of  her  crew  were 
killed,  and  a  greater  number  wounded,  before  her 
colors  were  struck,  while  the  loss  of  the  British  was 
but  one  man  killed  and  seventeen  wounded.  Taking 
possession  of  his  prize,  Anson  found  on  board  treasure 
amounting  to  nearly  a  million  and  a  half  in  coin,  and 
about  forty  thousand  five  hundred  marks  in  silver 
bullion.^^ 

When  the  news  of  this  disaster  reached  Mexico,  it 
created  much  dissatisfaction  among  the  parties  inter- 
ested, who  laid  the  blame  on  the  authorities.  More- 
over, the  war  which  was  then  raging  in  Europe  caused 
great  scarcity  of  merchandise  and  high  prices  through- 
out New  Spain. 

* 

A  remarkable  instance  of  Spanish  jealousy  toward 
foreigners,  and  of  the  strictness  with  which  the  laws 
in  that  respect  were  enforced,  occurred  at  the  begin- 
ning of  Fuenclara's  rule.  Before  the  arrival  of  the 
viceroy,  an  Italian  gentleman,  Lorenzo  Boturini, 
appeared  in  Mexico  provided  with  a  papal  bull  author- 

'^Cavo,  Tres  Siglos,  ii.  152,  ^ves  only  4,463  marks  of  silver.  Other 
authors  confirm  the  amount  given  }Xi  the  text. 
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izing  him  to   make  collections  for  the   purpose  of 

Providing  a  costly  crown  for  the  virgin  of  Guadalupe. 
Jpon  leaving  Spain,  however,  he  had  forgotten  to 
procure  the  sanction  of  the  India  Council;  nevertheless 
the  audiencia,  believing  Boturini  to  be  sincere  in  his 
intention,  decided  to  issue  to  him  a  license  and  pass- 
port. Fuenclara,  however,  took  matters  more  seri- 
ously. An  investigation  was  instituted,  Boturini  was 
imprisoned,  and  his  papers,  forming  an  exceedingly 
valuable  historical  collection,  were  taken  in  charge  by 
the  authorities.^'  Although  Boturini  had  acted  in 
good  faith,  he  was  kept  in  confinement  for  a  long 
time,  until  finally,  not  knowing  what  to  do  with  him, 
the  audiencia  sent  him  to  Spain.  There  he  presented 
his  case  at  court  and  was  compensated  by  the  position 
of  royal  chronicler  with  the  salary  of  a  thousand  pesos, 
and  the  Mexican  government  was  ordered  to  return 
his  manuscripts.  This,  however,  was  never  done,  and 
the  greater  portion  of  them  disappeared  from  the 
office  of  the  viceroy  s  secretary.  Thus  the  persecution 
of  Boturini  and  his  exile  from  New  Spain  were  the 
cause  of  an  irreparable  loss  to  Mexican  history,  for 
which  Fuenclara  is  directly  answerable.  As  for  the 
audiencia,  the  viceroy  was  ordered  to  convoke  a  secret 
session,  and  having  done  so,  to  administer  a  stern 
rebuke  for  their  presumption  in  encroaching  on  the 
prerogatives  of  the  council  of  the  Indies. 

Fuenclara  was  a  peaceably  inclined  ruler  and  seems 
to  have  paid  much  more  attention  to  the  development 
of  the  country's  resources.  Apart  from  this  there  is 
little  to  record  concerning  his  administration.  Indeed 
this  period  of  the  history  of  New  Spain  is  necessarily 
void  of  interest.  The  European  wars  were  confined 
to  the  Old  World,  and  the  people  of  New  Spain  were 

^*  The  learned  Italian  made  this  collection  intending  to  write  the  history  of 
*Onr  Lady  of  Guadalupe.'  The  ancient  documents  which  he  gathered  from 
all  parts  of  New  Spain  grew  uuon  his  hands,  and  induced  him  to  extend  the 
Bcope  of  his  work.    These  works  will  be  fully  discussed  later. 
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content  to  supply  the  royal  coffers  with  the  necessary 
treasure,  so  long  as  they  were  comparatively  free  from 
the  attacks  of  foreign  powers.     England  considered 
it  a  much  easier  task  to  capture  Spanish  treasure  ships 
on  the  ocean  than  to  send  expeditions  to  the  main- 
land, where  the  deadly  climate  carried  off  her  soldiers 
by  hundreds.     Nothing,  therefore,  impeded  the  prog-  ( 
ress  of  the  provinces;  agriculture  and  mining  were 
developed;  the  population  increased;  new  lands  were  ' 
occupied,  so  that  in  every  direction  the  country  be- 
came sprinkled  with  industrious  settlers.    New  Spain 
had  now  arrived  at  the  stage  when  the  spirit  of  con- 
quest disappears;  and  having  outlived  the  .period  of  \ 
early  settlement,  the  people  quietly  and  steadily  pur- 
sued their  course. 

Ill-health  finally  induced  Fuenclara  to  resign, 
though  his  salary  had  been  raised  to  forty  thousand 
pesos.  The  resignation  was  accepted  by  the  king  in 
1745,  and  in  the  following  year  he  was  relieved^^  by 
Juan  Francisco  de  Giiemes  y  Horcasitas,  conde  de 
Revilla-Gigedo,  who  assumed  the  reins  of  govern- 
ment as  forty-first  viceroy  of  New  Spain.  He  was 
appointed  while  captain-general  of  Cuba,  and  assumed 
office  July  9,  1746.  The  peaceable  condition  of  the 
country  favored  the  propensities  of  the  new  ruler, 
who  had  acquired  a  vast  fortune  by  trading  ventures, 
and  throughout  Europe  was  regarded  as  the  richest 
vassal  of  his  sovereign.  His  fortune  increased  enor- 
mously during  his  administration,  and  in  the  history 
of  the  viceroys  he  is  noted  mainly  as  a  shrewd  and 
successful  speculator.  He  would  pass  by  no  commer- 
cial enterprise  or  profitable  traffic,  generally  devoting 
thereto  his  personal  attention,  so  that  the  viceregal 

{)alace  was  transformed  into  an  exchange.    Neverthe- 
css  he  had  some  qualities  which  gained  for  him  the 

'•  He  returned  to  Spain,  and  was  appointed  ambassador  to  Vienna,  where 
he  arranged  the  marriage  of  one  of  the  sons  of  Philip  V.  Rivera,  Oobernantes, 
i.  3G3.  8ee  also,  for  other  particulars,  Ordenes  de  la  Corona ^  MS.,  i.  38-9,  166; 
Heiden  CedulaSf  MS.,  210;  Panes^  Vireyes,  in  Mon.  Dom,  Esp,^  MS.,  4o;  Lo- 
renzana,  J  list.  N,  Esp.,  33;  ViUa-SenoTf  Teatro,  i.  7. 
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respect  of  his  subjects,  and  chief  among  them  was  his 
personal  courage.  It  is  related  that  when  a  revolu- 
tionary mob  once  gathered  about  his  palace  he  rode 
in  among  them  unattended  by  any  guard,  and  by  his 
commanding  presence  and  stem  rebuke  caused  the 
rioters  to  disperse.  Although  he  devoted  much  of 
his  time  to  his  individual  interests,  it  cannot  be  alleged 
that  he  neglected  the  affairs  of  state.  It  is  even 
claimed  that  he  augmented  the  resources  of  the  coun- 
try, and  greatly  increased  the  royal  revenue.  The 
generous  protection  extended  to  Escandon  in  the  pac- 
ification of  Nuevo  Santander  is  also  greatly  in  his 
favor. 

The  years  1749  and  1750  were  sad  ones  for  the  in- 
habitants of  New  Spain.  The  crops  were  destroyed 
by  unusual  frosts  in  many  provinces,  occasioning  a 
famine  throughout  the  country,  which  in  its  turn  was 
succeeded  by  an  epidemic  in  the  territory  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  audiencia  of  Guadalajara.  During 
the  same  period  many  and  destructive  earthquakes 
occurred,  the  centres  of  which  seem  to  have  been  near 
the  volcano  of  Colima.  Many  lives  were  lost  and 
towns  destroyed,  though  the  city  of  Colima  suffered 
but  little.  ^^ 

Fernando  VI.,  who  succeeded  to  his  father  Felipe 
V.  on  the  decease  of  that  monarch  in  August  1746, 
had  certainly  no  reason  to  be  dissatisfied  with  Revilla 
Gigedo's  administration,  for  his  constant  demands  for 
gold  to  replenish  the  empty  coffers  of  the  royal  treas- 
ury were  ever  promptly  complied  with.  But  the 
count  had  now  ruled  for  nine  years,  and  he  was  rich 
enough.  His  resignation  was  accepted  in  1755,  on 
which  date  he  returned  to  Spain. ^^    He  was  succeeded 

"The  towns  of  Sayula,  Zapotlan  el  grande,  Amacalpan,  and  many  others 
of  minor  importance  were  destroyed.  On  May  13,  17o2,  an  eclipse  of  the  sun 
terrihcd  the  inhabitants,  and  in  1758  the  volcano  of  JoruUo  on  the  hacienda 
of  that  name,  near  Patzcuaro,  suddenly  became  active.  CavOy  Trea  SigloUt  ii. 
162,  109,  172;  liivera,  Jlinl,  Jal,,  L  117;  Htmandez,  Estad,,  18;  Alture,  hUt. 
Comp.f  iii.  226-7. 

***  On  his  return  to  Spain  he  received  the  title  of  captain-general  of  the 
army  and  was  made  president  of  the  council  of  war.    For  other  particulara 
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by  Agustin  de  Ahumaxla  y  Villalon,  marqufe  de  las 
Amarillas,  who  took  charge  of  the  government  on 
the  10th  of  November  in  that  year.  The  character 
of  the  marquis  was  in  strong  contrast  with  that  of  his 
predecessor  in  almost  every  respect.  Indeed,  they 
seemed  to  have  only  one  trait  in  common,  and  that  was 
loyalty  to  .their  sovereign.  Amarillas  w^as  a  soldier 
who  had  won  fame  in  the  Italian  wars,  and  at  once 
devoted  himself  to  correcting  the  abuses  that  had 
crept  in  under  the  former  administration.  But  soon 
after  his  arrival  his  health  began  to  fail,  and  by  the 
advice  of  physicians  he  resided  for  some  time  at 
Cuautitlan,  and  thence  removed  to  the  city  of  Cuer- 
navaca.  Not  finding  relief  he  returned  to  Mexico 
where  he  died  February  5,  1760.  While  his  prede- 
cessor was  known  as  the  wealthiest  vassal  of  the  king, 
it  may  be  said  of  Amarillas  that  he  was  one  of  the 
poorest.  Though  his  administration  lasted  more  than 
four  years,  his  honesty  and  generosity  had  been  such 
that  his  widow  was  left  in  poverty,  and  became  de- 
pendent on  the  archbishop  Rubio  y  Salinas,  who  pro- 
vided funds  for  her  return  to  Spain.^ 

Francisco  de  Echdvarri,  president  of  the  audiencia, 
took  charge  on  the  death  of  the  viceroy,  and  ruled  for 
several  months  pending  the  arrival  of  his  successor. 
In  the  carta  de  mortaja,  the  governor  of  Habana, 
Francisco  Cagigal  de  la  Vega,  was  designated  to  fill 
the  vacancy  ad  interim.     He  was   notified  of  his 

conceming  Revilla  Gigedo^s  adminiBtration,  see  Instruc,  VireyeSy  3-57;  Or* 
denes  dela  Corona,  MS.,  iv.  190;  Doc,  EcUa.  Mex.,  MS.,  v.  pt  i  27;  Payno, 
Jtenias  GenercUes,  vi.-vii.;  Lorenzana,  Hist  N,  Esp.,  33;  Castro,  Diario,  in 
Doc.  Hist.J^ex.,  Ist  ser.  vL  84-6;  Alaman,  Disert,,  iii.  app.  59-60;  Zarmicoia^ 
Hist.  Mej.,  V.  571-9. 

^  Some  years  previous  to  the  viceroy's  death,  an  aged  married  conple  with- 
out heirs,  and  friends  of  the  family,  had  donated  a  large  estate  to  his  wife. 
After  much  reluctance,  the  gift  was  accepted.  The  case  was  reported  to  the 
king  by  evil-disposed  persons,  and  the  donation  was  declared  void,  thus 
leaving  the  viceregal  family  in  poverty.  For  particulars  of  the  case  see 
Reales  Cetlulas^  MS.,  ii.  225-8.  See  also  Vireye^,  Imttruc.y  MS.,  1st  ser.,  pt. 
V.  1-C;  pt.  vi.  7;  2d  ser.,  pt.  iv.  1-2;  Doc.  Eclex.  M^x.y  MS.,  i.  pt.  vi.;  Colotfuio, 
Soph,  y  Lfon.y  MS.,  4;  Panes,  Vireyes,  in  Mon.  Dom.  Esp.,  MS.,  47;  Lorrti' 
zrtua.  Hint,  N,  Esp.,  33;  Alaman,  Dinert.,  iii.  app.  60-1;  Rivera,  Gobernanles, 
379-85. 
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appointment  by  the  audiencia,  and  arrived  at  Vera 
Cruz  April  8,  1760,  receiving  the  viceregal  baton  on 
the  28th,  when  he  formally  entered  the  city  of  Mexico. 
The  administration  of  this,  the  forty-second  viceroy, 
was  void  of  any  important  event,  and  of  very  short 
duration.  Knowing  that  his  successor  would  soon 
arrive  from  Spain,  he  abstained  from  making  any 
changes  in  the  government,  and  contented  himself 
with  upholding  for  the  time  the  existing  laws.  "How- 
ever, during  the  few  months  of  his  rule,"  says  Panes, 
"he  gave  evidence  of  extreme  rectitude,  zeal,  and 
disinterestedness  in  the  service  of  the  king  and  the 
pubUc."^ 

'^I  may  mention  as  authorities  on  the  preceding  chapters  the  following: 
Vitla-Sefior  y  Sanchez,  Theatro,  Mex.,  i.  33-382;  u.  47,  passim;  CalU,  Mem, 
y  Not.,  77,  90;  Torquemada,  i.  338-9;  Papelea  de  Jesuitas,  MS.,  621-38; 
Doc,  Eclea,  de  Mex.,  MS.,  i.  4-16,  27-41;  it  1-3,  43-6,  133;  AUare,  Hist. 
Comp.  Jestts,  iii.  197-8,  213-18,  261-8;  Ordenes  de  la  Corona,  MS.,  i.  29, 
38-9,  59,  68;  ii  68-189;  iii.  171;  iv.  67-70.  130-48,  164-6,  190-4;  v.  11,  99, 
104;  vi.  7;  vii.  48-54;  Arleyui,  Piw,  de  Zac.,  67,  73-89,  94-6, 12iJ-3, 40^-44; 
Providencias,  Reales,  MS.,  1,  8-10,  60-2,  172-5,  219-21;  VilUna  d  Regente 
Roma,  MS.,  passim;  Navarro,  Afieiones  de  Nayarit,  MS.,  466,  469;  Certifi- 
cacum  de  las  Mercedes,  MS.,  33-56;  CorUa,  Etet,  N.  Esp,,  31,  33-4;  Packeco 
and  Cdrdenas^  CoL  Doc.,  ix,  179-91;  Ddvila,  Continuacion,  MS.,  192;  Azanza, 
Ynslruccion,  MS.,  76-8,  106-8;  Lazcano,  Vida  del  P.  Oviedo,  276-8;  Naya- 
ritas,  Relacum  de  la  Conq.,  passim;  Michoacan,  Ir\forme  de  lasMisicmea,  MS., 
137,  passim;  Pinart,  Col,  Doc.  Mex.,  MS.,  passim;  Nayarit,  Fragmenio  Hist., 
MS.,  1;  Id.,  In/ormedelaAud.deChiad.,  MS.,  67-9,  75;  Descrip,  de  America, 
MS.,  107,  123-5;  Medina  d  Reyenie  Romd,  MS.,  passim;  Doc,  Hist.  Mex., 
s^rie  i.  tom.  L  330,  362;  iy.  v.  vi.,  jMssim;  s^rie  ii.  tom.  ir.,  passim;  tom. 
vii.  31,  278,  435;  Medina,  Cron,  de  San  Diego  de  Mex.,  181,  25o;  Vtreyes  de 
Mex.,  MS.,  sdrie  i.  1-19;  s6rie  it  2-17;  Reales  C6dulas,  MS.,  i.  1,  28-35,  83, 
181-3,  203;  iL  109-12,  159,  197,  210,  225-8,  234;  CedulartQ,  MS.,  i.  66,  88, 
114,  209^14,  330-1;  iii  9-11,  34-7,  96,  110-28,  176,  211,  238;  Monumentoa 
Domin.  E^p.,  MS.,  41-7,  110-17,  309-48;  ConcUios  Prov.  1655  y  1565,  224-6; 
Safguero,  Vida,  pasdm;  Cancelada,  Ruina  de  la  N,  Esp.,  73-7;  Figueroa, 
Vvndidas,  MS.,  123;  Beaumont,  Crdn,  Mich.,  iv,  92;  v.  79-84;  Maltratami- 
enio  de  Imlios,  MS.,  1;  Recop,  de  Ind.,  i.  339;  Castro,  Diario,  passim;  Soc, 
Mex,  Oeog.,  Bol,  tom.  L  135;  il  6,  18-20,  96-110;  vi.  295;  vii.  3-40,  138, 
300-17,  521-43;  ix.  270-5;  xi  20O-1;  Id,,  2da  6p.  L  291,  497-500,  570-2; 
iii.  21-5,  194-9,  307;  Id.,  3da  6p.  L  238,  266;  v.  497;  Montemayor,  Svma- 
rios,  61;  Soriano,  Prdlogo,  passmi;  Arivalo,  Compend.,  6  et  seq.;  Cavo, 
Tree  Siglos,  ii.,  passim;  iii.  197;  Mayer  AIS8,,  no.  2,  passim;  no.  11,  49- 
61;  Linares,  Instruc,  MS.,  15-27;  BeleHa,  Recop,,  ii.  26-58;  Orozco  y  Derra^ 
Not.  Hist.,  291-2;  Frejes,  Hist,  Conq.,  238-40;  Humboldt,  Essai  Pol.,  i. 
67,  165,  203,  257-61,  282-8;  Id.,  New  Spain,  ii.  180-7,  224-35;  Id.,  Tabla 
Estad.,  MS.,  7-40;  Id.,Versttch,  ii.  156-60,  186-95;  Nueva  EspaHa,  Breve 
Res.,\.  112-14, 139-40;  ii.  304-20;  Instrucciones d  losVireyes, 5-\ll;  Beltrami, 
Mex.,  i.  107-9;  Ouerra,  Revue  N,  E^p,,  L  ,354;  Mayer's  Mex.  Aztec,  i.  228-.39; 
Id,,  Mex,  as  it  was,  172-3;  Payno,  Rentaa  Generates,  vi.-vii.,  passim;  Rodri- 
gnez.  Carta  Hist.,  43-56;  Gonzalez,  CoL  N.  Leon,  4-153,  36^72;  Mornico, 
Mex.,  ii.  419;  vL  162;  vu.  225-9;  Pneto,  Hist,  Tarn,,  1-9,  67-8,  75-213;  AU 
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zate^  Oazetns^  ii.  97;  iii.  344,  420;  Colima,  RepreserUacion,  passim;  Koticiade 
N.  Espaila^  18-19;  SancheZy  Sermon,  1-28;  J/assel,  Mex.  arid  Ouat,,  155-68, 
212-29;  Fransham,  World,  8-20;  Lacumxiy  Viscursoa  IJist.,  no.  35,  609-12; 
Jiobertsori's  Hist.  Am.  (ed.  London),  ii.  950,  055,  970-2;  Orliz,  Mex,  Tndep, 
Libre,  79;  CaeieUanoB,  Defensa,  26;  Alvarez,  Eatudios  Hist.,  iii.  354,  364-84; 
Parras,  Cong,  de  Jalisco,  MS.,  520^1,  742-3;  Lerdo  de  Tajada,  Apunt,  JIUL, 
no.  6,  294-313,  382-8;  Hivera,  Descrip.  Zac.,  50-€6;  Som,  Epiacop,  Mex., 
182-91;  Zamacois,  Hist.  M^j.,  iv.  681;  v.  635-95;  vL  301;  tu.  7-9,  34-40, 
174,  184-94;  viii.  49;  x.  1372-3;  Mmtanm,  Die  Nieuuce  Wtereld,  222-30; 
D'Avify,  Descrip.  Gen.,  ii.  83-4;  Kerr*8  Col.  Voy.,  x.  400-19,  495-513;  xi. 
1-8,  400-33;  Rivera,  Gobentantes  de  Mex.,  i.  107-8,  222;  Sammluvg,  Alter 
Reisebesch.,  xiii.  508-13;  Navarrete,  Rel.  Peregrino,  no.  1,  30-C6;  Galvez,  Iri' 
forme  del  Visitador,  MS.,  42-54;  Viagero,  Univ.,  xxviL  97-112;  Mo/ras, 
L* Exploration,  i.  105;  VeloMCO,  Noticias  Son.,  197;  Mexico,  Ordenanzas,  7  et 
seq.;  Laet,  Am.  Descrip.,  282-9;  Spanish  Empire  in  Am.,  103-14;  Arispe, 
Colosso  Eloquente,  98,  174;  Zavafa,  Rev.  Mex.,  65;  Salmon* s  Modem  Hist., 
iii.  159-60;  Burke's  Europ.  Settlement,  228-30;  Zamora,  Bib.  Leg.,  iv.  284; 
Lardntr's  Hist.  Marit.  Discov.,  ii.  328;  Bumey's  Discov.  South  Seas,  v.  00-4; 
Zuiligay  O.,  Calendario,  103-17;  Bury's  Exoaus,  ii.  172-3;  Moreno,  Relacion 
del  Funeral,  1-155;  Betagh's  Voy.,  190-3;  Arispe,  Colosso  Eloquente,  98, 
passim;  Willie,  Noticias  Hacienda,  4;  Vallarfa,  Sermon  Fuuebre,  passim; 
Coloquio  entre  Sophronio  y  Leoniilas,  MS.,  4-16;  Berenger's  Col.  Voy.,  iv. 
149-51,  268-92;  Hernandez,  E'^tadisiica,  18;  World  Displayed,  vi.  119-42; 
Escudero,  Not.  Son.,  61-2,  70;  Young's  Hist.  Mex.,  60;  Boucher's  Bib.  Univ.p 
ii.  123-5;  Voyages,  A  New  Col.,  iu.  413-43;  Id.,  New  Univ.  Col.,  i.  240-2, 
286-8,  395-402;  Id.,  Hist.  Voy.  round  World,  iL  117-19,  202-33;  Flini's  Geog., 
ii.  132,  142;  Berghes,  Zojc.,  4;  Pap.  Var.,  ii.  passim;  iv.  1-155;  x.  3  etseq.; 
cxUx.  413;  ccxv.  17,  61-76;  Diario,  Mex.,  iii.  486-8;  iv.  1-2;  xL  220-2, 
675-6;  xii.  252;  Rivera,  Hist  Jalapa,  i.  110-18;  Alaman,  Disert.,  iii.  53-61, 
266-90;  Id.,  Hist.  M^j.,  i.  49-51;  ii.  94-6;  Gazeta  de  Mex. ,  i.  42  et  seq,;  u.-v., 
passim;  vi.  9-709;  vii.  10-475;  viii.-x.,  passim;  xi.  9  etseq.;  xii.  165-293; 
xiii  411-803;  xiv.-xvi,  passim. 
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• 

The  successor  of  General  Cagigal,  and  forty-fourth 
viceroy,  was  Joaquin  Monserrat/  marquds  de  Cru- 
lUas,  a  knight  grand  cross,  claviger  commander  of 
Montroy  and  Burriana,  and  baihff  of  Sueca  in  the 
order  of  Montesa,*  a  mariscal  de  campo*  of  the  army, 
and  heutenant-colonel  of  the  royal  Spanish  infantry 
;uards.  He  brought  out  his  wife.  Dona  Maria  Josefa 
le  Acuna,*  a  lady  related  to  the  highest  nobility  of 

'  His  family  names,  aa  civen  at  the  head  of  his  decrees,  were  Monserrat, 
Ciurana,  Cruillas,  Crespl  oe  Valldaara,  Alfonso,  Calatayud,  Sans  de  la  Llosa. 
Disposic.  l^ariaSy  i.  21,  iv.  1. 

*  A  Spanish  order  of  knighthood  named  after  the  convent  of  Santa  Marfa 
de  Montesa,  which  was  situated  two  leagues  from  the  city  of  Jdtiva  in  the 
provinee  of  Valencia.  It  was  founded  with  the  sanction  of  Pope  John  XXIL 
in  1537.  MoreH  and  Miravel  y  Casadevante,  Gran,  Dice,  vii  74. 

'  This  was  his  military  rank  at  the  time  of  his  appointment.  Realea  C^dultu, 
MS.,  ii.  2.37.  His  promotion  to  lieutenant-general  was  decreed  soon  aftet 
his  departure  for  America.  Rivera^  Gob.  Mex. ,  i.  388.  He  certainly  held  th6 
commission  of  a  lieutenant-general  during  liis  rule  in  Mexico,  and  made  \\ 
appear  in  his  decrees. 

*  Her  family  names  were:  AcuOa  y  Prado,  Vazquez,  Coronado,  Henriquez, 
Luna  y  Portocarrero,  Castro,  Figueroa  y  Mendoza,  Ronquillo  y  Briseiio,  Alas- 
c^renas,  Alencastre  y  la  Cueva.  RodHgiieZj  Express,  del  Dolor.,  i.-  xvi. 

(863) 
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Spain,  among  whom  was  the  late  viceroy,  marques  de 
Casafuerte,  and  it  is  even  said  that  royal  blood  coursed 
in  her  veins. 

The  marques  de  Crulllas  was  appointed  viceroy  of 
New  Spain  on  or  before  the  9th  of  May,  1760.  He 
left  Spain  in  July,  touched  at  Puerto  Rico  and  Cuba, 
and  landed  in  Vera  Cruz  the  4th  of  September.  He 
left  that  city  the  19th,  and  journeying  as  his  prede- 
cessors had  done,  reviewing  on  his  way  the  colored 
troops  in  Puebla,  and  reached  on  the  5th  of  October 
Otumba,  where  acting  viceroy  Cagigal  delivered  him 
the  baton  of  command,  and  on  the  next  day*  informally 
entered  the  capital.  Being  received  by  the  ayunta- 
miento  and  conducted  to  the  presence  of  the  royal 
audiencia  he  then  laid  before  that  body  his  commis- 
sions as  viceroy,  governor,  and  president,  took  the 
oath  of  office,*  and  made  his  public  entry  into  Mexico 
on  the  25th  of  January,  1761,^  not  the  17th  as  modem 
authors  have  asserted. 

Several  important  affairs  soon  engaged  the  new 
vicero/s  attention.  The  first  was  the  recognition  and 
proclamation  of  the  new  king  who  had  ascended  the 
throve  in  November  1759.  The  act  had  been  decreed 
in  1760  and  postponed.  The  viceroy  resolved  that  it 
should  be  on  a  magnificent  scale.  Accompanied  from 
the  palace  by  the  city  council,  courts  of  justice,  and 
the  nobility  on  horseback,  holding  the  standard  that 
had  been  blessed  by  the  archbishop,  the  marquis 
repaired  to  the  stage  erected  in  the  plaza  mayor, 
where  being  challenged  to  raise  the  standard  for  Cdrlos 

•  Cavo,  Tres  Siglos,  ii.  173,  refers  to  the  Libra  Capitular  of  Mexico  for  this 
date.  Lorenzana,  Hist,  N,  Esp,^  has  it  4th  of  October.  Panes  erroneously 
places  his  arrival  in  Mexico  on  the  24th  of  Anffust.  The  same  authority  adds 
that  Crulllas  was  the  last  viceroy  to  make  a  puulic  entry  in  Tlascala  and  other 
places  as  had  been  the  practice  of  his  regularly  commissioned  predecessors. 
Fanes,  Vir,,  in  Monum.  Dora,  Esp.,  MS.,  49. 

^  0^  his  recognition  he  demanded  the  yearly  pay  of  $40,000  ^m  the  date 
of  his  embarkation  for  America.  Rivera,  Gob,  mex,,  i.  3S8. 

'  He  at  once  carried  out  the  papal  bull  on  patronage,  prayer,  and  recogni- 
tion of  the  mystery  of  the  immaculate  conception  of  the  virgin  Mary.  lb.  A 
grand  triumphal  arch  was  erected  with  allegorical  paintings,  which  are  de- 
scnbed  in  a  work  dedicated  to  the  marquesa  de  CruiUas.  Leori,  Ilust,  de  la* 
Pinturaa,  1-40. 
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III.  he  complied,  and  then  and  there  the  caciques  of 
Tlatelulco,  Tezcuco,  Tlacopan,  and  Cuyoacan  re- 
iterated their  allegiance  on  behalf  of  the  Mexican 
nation.  The  procession  being  again  organized,  the 
several  other  platforms  were  visited,  and  the  cere- 
monies repeated.  That  night,  and  the  two  following, 
the  city  was  brilliantly  illuminated,  and  the  people 
surrendered  themselves  for  three  days  to  festivities,  in 
the  midst  of  which  poetical  effusions  were  not 
wanting.® 

While  the  viceroy  was  studying  the  general  affairs 
of  the  country,  and  discharging  his  multifarious  duties, 
news  reached  Mexico  early  in  1762  that  war  had  been 
declared  by  Spain  against  Great  Britain.  There 
were  good  reasons  to  apprehend  an  attack  on  Vera 
Cruz,  for  early  in  June  a  combined  land  and  naval 
force  had  captured  Habana.  Crufllas  hastened  to 
Vera  Cruz  to  provide  for  its  defence,  taking  with  him 
the  two  companies  of  his  guard,  and  reenforcing  the  few 
bodies  of  regular  troops  at  his  command.  The  militia, 
both  infantry  and  cavalry,  from  all  parts  of  the 
country  was  mustered  into  active  service,  and  quar- 
tered at  a  convenient  distance  from  Vera  Cruz. 
Among  them  was  one  battalion  of  Puebla,  and  one  of 
Michoacan.  Most  of  the  men  were  Spanish  Creoles; 
to  render  them  efficient  the  viceroy  summoned  to  his 
aid  such  governors,  corregidores,  and  alcaldes  mayores 
as  had  formerly  followed  the  profession  of  arms.' 

The  real  consulado  of  Mexico  raised  and  equipped 
at  its  own  expense  a  regiment  of  dragoons.    The  regi- 

^Cdrloa  TIL,  Amorom  Contienda,  1-208;  Cdrlos  TIL,  Beat  Prod.,  1-29. 
The  ceremonials  of  allegiance  were  repeated  throughout  the  country.  In 
Puebla,  particularly,  the  loyal  manifestation  was  marked.  An  obelisk,  said 
to  have  been  worthy  of  the  Augustan  era,  with  the  king's  statue  on  the  top 
was  erected  in  the  plaza.  Cdrlos  III.,  Obelisco,  1-4,  etc.; Plateros,  OMisco, 
1-5.     The  ceremonies  in  Vera  Cruz  are  described  in  Idea  Mercurial,  1-26. 

^  Alaman,  Disert,,  iit  app.  63.  Among  those  who  obeyed  the  summons 
were  Pedro  Montesinos  de  Lara,  president  of  the  real  audiencia  of  Nueva 
Galicia,  and  comandante  general  ofthat  province;  and  Josd  Cdrlos  de  Aguiar, 
governor  of  Durango.  The  latter  was  made  inspector-general  of  all  the  troops 
called  to  the  succor  of  Vera  Cruz.  Panes,  Vir.,  in  Monum,  Dom.  Esp.,  MS., 
119-20. 


366  VICEROYS  FORTYFOUB  TO  FORTY-SIX. 

miento  del  comercio  was  intrusted  with  the  preserva- 
tion of  pubUc  order  at  the  capital,  which  service  it  had 
rendered,  on  several  previous  occasions  of  danger,  free 
of  all  cost  to  the  royal  treasury. 

The  viceroy  visited  Anton  Lizardo  and  Alvarado, 
and  caused  provisional  batteries  to  be  erected  to  pro- 
tect the  entrance  of  the  bar,  and  floating  batteries. 
A  hospital  was  likewise  made  ready,  and  barracks  for 
the  troops.  Every  possible  measure  was  adopted  to 
meet  the  impending  attack. ^^ 

The  whole  force  put  under  arms  remained  in  active 
service  till  all  danger  had  passed,"  peace  having  been 
concluded  between  the  belligerents  soon  after.  The 
news  of  peace  was  brought  by  a  British  man-of-war, 
which  found  some  difficulty  in  gaining  admittance  into 
port;  but  becoming  satisfied  of  the  truth  of  the  re- 
port, the  authorities  finally  greeted  her  with  the  usual 
honors.  On  the  25th  of  February,  1763,  arrived  in 
Vera  Cruz  the  British  frigate  Trent  with  the  Spanish 
prispners  captured  by  the  English  in  the  siege  of 
Habana,  and  a  copy  of  the  preliminaries  of  peace.  In 
September  of  the  same  year  came  several  small  vessels 
conveying  the  garrison,  officials,  vecinos,  and  two 
bands  of  Indians  from  Pensacola,  which  place,  by  order 
of  the  captain-general  of  Cuba,  had  been  surrendered 
to  the  English.^^  The  energetic  measures  taken  and 
personally  supervised  by  the  marquds  de  CrulUas  for 
the  defence  of  New  Spain  were  highly  appreciated, 
and  rewarded  by  the  crown.^ 

^'^At  this  time  waa  brought  to  Vera  Cruz  from  Campeche  a  'religioso  ser- 
vita/  who  pretended  to  have  visited  Yucatan  to  procure  shoes  for  the 
English.  Several  papers  and  drawings  of  Spanish  ports  being  found  on  his 
person,  he  was  taken  to  Mexico  as  a  spy,  and  with  the  approval  of  the  an- 
diencia  thrown  into  jail.  This  confinement  of  a  priest  with  common  crim- 
inals was  objected  to  by  the  archbishop,  who  claimed  the  ecclesiastic  immu- 
nity;  the  secretary  of  the  audiencia  was  excommunicated;  but  the  viceroy 
and  audiencia  demanded  the  repeal  of  the  excommunication,  and  the  demand 
was  complied  with.  Cavo,  Trea  Sigloa^  ii.  380-1;  i?irera,  Ooh,  Mex,  i.  394-5. 

^^  The  expense  incurred  in  these  preparations  exceeded  two  million  dollars. 
Rivera^  Gob,  Mex,^  i.  394. 

^^  The  authorities  and  the  people  provided  for  the  comfort  of  the  immi- 
grants. I(L 

^'  He  was  made  'gentil  hombre  de  cdmara  de  S.  M.'  Reales  CMulas,  MS.» 
ii  153;  Rivera^  Oob,  M6x,,  L  399. 
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Experience  had  taught  the  necessity  of  a  strict  su- 
pervision by  the  crown  over  the  management  of  the 
treasury.  The  court,  therefore,  directed  Francisco 
Armona  to  come  to  New  Spain  as  visitador  general 
to  inspect  and  arrange  the  administration  of  the  royal 
revenL."  The  king's  minister,  Arria^a,  sent  the 
viceroy  the  instructions  under  which  the  visitador 
was  to  act,  and  ordered  him  to  aid  that  officer  in  every 
possible  way.  Armona,  who  had  been  given  five  as- 
sistants, died  on  the  passage  out,  and  Josd  de  Galvez, 
an  intendente  of  the  royal  army,  was  chosen  for  the 
position."  He  came  out  in  1761,  and  before  he  had 
fairly  begun  the  discharge  of  his  duties  a  disagree- 
ment sprang  up  with  the  viceroy  who  refused  to 
recognize  certain  powers  claimed  by  the  visitador. 
Thereupon  the  latter,  referring  the  questions  to  the 
crown,  led  a  retired  life  and  awaited  the  final  decision. 
The  fleet  of  1764  brought  him  powers  independent 
of  the  viceroy,  almost  unlimited  ones,  which  the  latter 
could  not  ignore. 

Galvez  was  endowed  with  talents  of  a  high  order,  a 
sterling  fearless  character,  indomitable  will,  and  un- 
common industry,  united  to  great  experience  in  affairs. 
He  has  been  charged  with  a  harsh,  despotic,  ran- 
corous disposition,"  that  never  tempered  justice  with 
clemency,"  but  there  were  deeply  rooted  abuses  to 

^*  The  French  at  that  time  had  much  inflnenoe  at  the  Spanish  court.  They 
urged  Spain  to  )>e  better  prepared  with  resources  for  war,  to  which  end  the 
government  should  effect  such  changes  in  the  administration  of  the  American 
possessions  as  would  brins  about  an  increase  of  revenue,  which  hitherto,  con- 
sidering their  extent  and  wealth,  Was  indeed  a  very  scanty  one.  Alaman, 
Diaert.,  iii.  206. 

*^  He  owed  his  great  promotion  to  the  French  ambassador  at  Madrid.  Alc^ 
man,  Disert.  fii'i.  296. 

'*  *Hombre  de  pasiones  fuertes,  rencoroso  y  terrible. .  .abusaba  del  poder 
oue  el  Soberano  nabia  puesto  en  sus  manos.'  Many  thought  him  insane. 
Bustnmaiiie,  SapUm^t  in  Cavo,  TreaSiglos^  iii.  44. 

^^  Galvez  was  a  native  of  Mdlaea.  His  services  were  munificently  re- 
warded bv  the  sovereign.  In  1768  ne  was  made  a  member  of  the  supreme 
council  of  the  Indies,  and  on  his  return  to  Spain  ministro  universal  de  Indias, 
an  office  that  be  held  till  his  death,  which  occurred  suddenly  at  Madrid 
on  the  17th  of  June,  1787.  Ho  had  been  also  given  the  title  of  marques 
de  Sonora.  The  news  of  his  death  reached  Mexico  the  30th  of  August. 
Many  of  those  who  snffer^ied  at  his  hands  showed  their  satisfaction  in  disgrace- 
ful printed  papers  that  made  their  appearance  the  next  morning.   LorenzanOf 
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be  corrected  regardless  of  reputation.^  It  is  believed, 
however,  that  the  visitador  used  a  just  discrimination. 
The  result  of  his  efforts  was  that  in  future,  or  at  least 
during  his  term,  every  branch  of  the  public  adminis- 
tration  experienced  a  marked  improvement,^  officials, 
in  the  fear  of  dismission,  faithfully  doing  the  right. 

Viceroy  Crufllas  neglected  none  of  the  important 
duties  of  his  offices,  and  his  wise,  energetic  policy  won 
him  an  honorable  name  in  the  country.  His  disagree- 
ments with  General  Villalba,  explained  elsewhere,  and 
the  presence  of  an  official  exercising  authority  inde- 
pendent of  him,  rendered  his  stay  in  New  Spain  un- 
pleasant.    His  relief  came  in  August  1766. 

The  marquis  was  subjected  to  a  rigorous  residencia 
by  the  judge  commissioner,  Josd  Areche,  who  refused 
him  permission  to  go  to  Spain  on  bail,  as  had  been 
granted  his  predecessors.  He  remained  in  Cholula 
till  the  end  of  his  trial,  and  then  was  allowed  to  depart 
for  the  mother  country,  which  he  did  in  the  same  ship 
that  carried  General  v  illalba. 

The  forty-fifth  viceroy  of  New  Spain  was  Cdrlos 
Francisco  de  Croix,^  marques  de  Croix,  a  knight  of 
the  order  of  Calatrava,  commander  of  Molinos  and 
Laguna  Rota  in  th6  same  order,  and  a  lieutenant- 
general  of  the  royal  army,^^  who  'had  been  colonel  of 
the  Walloon  guards.  He  had  given  proofs  of  military 
skill  in  fifty  years  of  service;  he  had  been  in  command 
at  Ceuta  and  Puerto  de  Santa  Maria,  and  had  served  as 
captain-general  of  Galicia.  King  Cdrlos  III.  esteemed 
him  highly,  knowing  that  he  was  a  sincere,  just  man, 
and  a  true  soldier,  ready  at  all  times  to  sacrifice  him- 

Hist.  N,  Esp.,  34,  35;  Panes,  Ftr.  in  Monum,  Dom.  Esp,,  MS.,  121;  Chmez^ 
DiariOy  in  Doc.  Hist.  Mex.,  2d  ser.,  vii.  280-1;  Gazeta  de  M6x,  (1780-7),  iL 
82.   Rivera,  Oob,  Mcx,^  I.  402,  wrongly  gives  1789  as  the  year  of  his  death. 

*® A  few  of  those  were  at  a  later  day  reinstated  by  the  sovereign.  Catw, 
Tres  Siqlos,  ii.  182. 

^'  His  master  mind  had  been  felt  everywhere.  Alaman,  DiserL,  in.  app.  64. 

^  In  several  documents,  both  manuscript  and  priuted,  the  name  is  written 
Croix,  which  was  probably  the  accent  given  it  by  Sp\niards. 

"*  A  native  of  the  city  of  Lille  in  Flanders,  and  of  h  very  illustrions  family, 
Lorenzana,  Hu*t,  N.  E&p.,  35;  Alama7i,  Diseri.,  iii.  ax  ^  65. 
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self  for  his  master,  as  he  called  the  sovereign,  whose 
orders  were  to  be  obeyed  without  cavil,  and  on  the 
same  principle  he  allowed  no  contradiction  to  his  own 
authority  as  the  king's  lieutenant.'" 

The  marquis  took  charge  of  his  offices  on  the  25th 
of  August  1766,  which  was  the  date  of  his  entering  the 
capital.^  From  that  time  he  paid  strict  attention  to 
his  duties,  doing  all  in  his  power  for  the  improvement 
and  defence  of  the  country,  the  increase  of  its  revenues, 
the  development  of  knowledge,  and  all  that  might 
be  expected  from  a  conscientious  ruler.  With  the 
visitador  general,  Josd  de  Galvez,  he  maintained  the 
closest  relations,  supporting  all  his  measures,  as  he 
had  the  fullest  confidence  in  his  ability  and  character. 
The  marauds  de  Croix  won  for  himself  the  name  of 
an  able  viceroy,  as  well  as  of  a  pure,  upright  man. 
When  he  arrived  he  refused  to  accept  the  customary 
gifts,  and  called  for  higher  pay  from  the  crown,  which 
was  granted  him.  He  was  somewhat  addicted  to 
drink,  and  evil  tongues  called  him  a  drunkard.^  If 
this  was  so  he  was  a  better  man  drunk  than  was  many 
another  sober;  at  all  events  his  measures  showed  that- 
he  was  a  very  sensible  man,  and  that  they  were  planned 
by  no  clouded  or  besotted  intellect. 

"  Anecdotes  were  related  of  him,  which,  if  authentic,  and  they  are  given  for 
what  they  may  be  worth,  go  to  show  that  he  possessed  a  vein  of  humor  as  well 
as  force  of  character.  Once  while  holding  a  command  in  Sjmin,  the  all- 
powerful  inquisition  sent  for  him,  and  he  obeyed  the  sounmons ;  but  knowing 
the  characters  he  had  to  deal  with,  took  with  him  a  squad  of  artillerymen  and 
four  cannon,  which  he  stationed  round  the  inquisitorial  quarters,  giving  orders 
to  his  men,  before  entering  the  building,  that  if  he  did  not  come  out  in  fifteen 
minutes  they  were  to  demolish  it.  The  inquisitors  on  leiuning  this  dismissed 
him  *con  muchos  zalemas  y  carabanas,'  and  never  troubled  him  acain.  An- 
other time  a  bishop  excommunicated  him ;  and  on  being  apprised  that  this 
meant  cutting  off  relations  between  him  and  the  faithful,  ho  resolved  to  cut 
off  relations  of  the  faithful  with  the  bishop,  and  laid  siege  with  armed  men  to 
the  episcopal  palace  to  stop  all  ingress  and  egress  as  long  as  the  excommuni- 
cation should  oe  in  force.  The  next  day  the  prelate  raised  the  ban,  and  sent 
the  marquis  his  apologies,  whereupon  the  troops  were  removed.  Correo  Sema' 
nario  (Eno.  10,  1827),  i.  124^5. 

^  He  was  the  first  viceroy  not  to  make  a  public  entry,  as  his  regularly 
commissioned  predecessors  had  done.  Pantw,  Vir.,  in  Monutn.  Dom,  Enp,, 
MS.,  50. 

**His  stock  of  wines  and  liquors  was  the  finest  in  tlie  country,  and  his 
table  splendid.  His  expression  of  thanks  to  the  sovereign  for  increase  of 
pay  and  promotion  was  no  warmer  than  when  he  was  granted  exemption 
Hut.  Hex.,  Vol.  HI.    Si 
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On  the  21st  of  April  1770  he  was  commissioned  a 
captain-general  of  the  royal  army;  and  as  a  further  re- 
ward of  his  faithful  services,  on  being  relieved  from 
the  government  of  New  Spain  the  2 2d  of  September 
1771,  he  was  promoted  to  viceroy  and  captain-general 
of  the  kingdom  of  Valencia  in  Spain.*^  These  offices 
he  held  at  the  time  of  his  death.** 

The  forty-sixth  viceroy  was  the  bailiff  Frey  An- 
tonio Maria  Bucareli  yUrsua,  Henestrosa,  Lasso  de  la 
Vega,  Villacis  y  C6raoba,  knight  commander^  of  La 
B6veda  de  Toro*^  in  the  order  of  Saint  John  of  Malta, 
and  a  lieutenant-general  of  the  royal  armies.*' 

Bucareli  was  a  native  of  Seville,  and  related  to  the 
most  noble  families  of  Spain  and  Italy,  being  on  his 
paternal  side  a  descendant  from  a  very  distinguished 
family  of  Florence,  which  boasted  among  its  con- 
nections three  popes,  six  cardinals,  and  other  high 
officers  of  the  state  and  church ;  and  on  the  maternal, 
the  Ursuas  were  related  to  several  ducal  families.** 
The  knight  entered  the  military  service  of  his  country 
as  a  cadet,  and  rose  by  gallantry  and  honorable  service 
to  be  lieutenant-general.  He  had  distinguished  him- 
self in  several  campaigns  in  Italy  and  opain,  in  en- 

from  import  duty  on  some  barrels  of  Bordeaux  wine.  Bustamantef  Suptem., 
iaCavOy  Tres  SvjloSy  iii.  13-14. 

*^  About  the  time  of  his  departure  the  spite  of  his  enemies  was  displayed 
in  doggerel  verse,  depreciating  his  rule,  and  even  hinting  at  peculation.  Vir, 
Inetrucc.y  MS.,  Istser.,  no.  13,  1-3;  no.  14,  1-4. 

"'In  1786,  at  the  age  of  87  years.  OomeZj  Diario,  in  Df>c,  Hist,  Mcx.^  2d 
ser.,  vii.  239-60.  In  1775  had  been  paid  him  out  of  the  Mexican  treasury  by 
royal  order  an  extra  allowance  of  $12,000.  Mex.^  Circular  sobre  Nornb.,  MS., 
no.  8. 

^^In  1776  he  called  himself  knight  grand  cross,  and  commander,  having 
been  promoted  to  the  former  dignity  by  the  grand  master  of  the  order.  Cedu- 
lariOy  MS.,  i.  153,  iii.  64;  DiaposiciontB  Varias,  L,  no.  26;  Panes,  Vir.,  in 
Monnm.  Dom.  Eap.,  MS.,  51. 

*®0ne  author  says  La  de  Osma.  Panes,  in  Id.,  124.  And  still  another 
work  descriptive  of  the  \nceroy's  funeral,  in  the  title-page  has  it  La  Tocina. 
The  same  is  found  in  some  of  Bucareli's  later  edicts.  Bucareli,  Breve  Deacrip., 
Dispotfi Clones  Varia^,  i.  57. 

*  Later,  probably  after  1776,  the  king  bestowed  on  him  the  o£Qce  of  a 
•'gentil  hombre  de  cdinara  con  entrada.*  Pane^,  in  Id.,  124. 

*^Alburquerqne,  Lerma,  Denia,  Alba,  Arcos,  Medina-Coeli,  etc.  Bucareli 
•was  received  into  the  order  of  Malta  by  special  dispensation,  when  he  was 
still  under  the  prescribed  age.   Uribe,  Eloyio,  in  Breve  JJe^tcri/K,  8-10. 
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gineering  work,  and  as  the  inspector-general  of  cavalry. 
Lastly,  he  was  called  to  be  governor  and  captain-general 
of  Cuba,  where  he  again  rendered  valuable  services  to 
the  crown,  which  were  rewarded  with  the  promotion 
to  the  viceroyalty  of  New  Spain,  Nor  was  this  the 
only  reward.  He  was  not  only  permitted  to  grant 
offices  to  twelve  of  his  friends  and  attaches,  a  privi- 
lege that  had  been  withheld  for  some  years  from  his 
predecessors,  but  was  given  by  royal  order  of  January 
22,  1777,  an  increase  of  $20,000  a  year  above  what 
had  been  the  viceroy's  salary,  making  it  $80,000,  as  a 
mark  of  special  favor.  ^^ 

The  newly  appointed  viceroy  left  Habana  August 
14, 1771,  and  arrived  at  Vera  Cruz  on  the  23d;  started 
thence  September  9th,  and  travelling  slowly,  via  An- 
tigua, Rinconada,  Plan  del  Rio,  Jalapa,  Vigas, 
Perote,  Haciendas  de  Soto,  Tonquito  and  San  Diego, 
Piedras  Negras,  Buenavista,  Apam,  Otumba,  and 
San  Crist6bal,  accomplished  the  journey  of  84  leagues 
to  the  capital  on  the  23d.  This  route  was  the  short- 
est as  well  as  most  convenient,  avoiding  the  entry 
into  Tlascala  and  Puebla,  in  both  of  which  cities  the 
municipal  authorities  and  people,  particularly  the  Ind- 
ians of  the  former,  would  have  insisted  on  entertaining 
the  viceroy,  and  their  wishes  could  not  well  have  been 
slighted,  entaiUng  upon  him  the  delay  of  two  or  three 
days  at  each  place,  and  upon  those  communities  ex- 
penditures that  would  have  weighed  heavily  on  them 
for  a  long  time.  At  San  Crist6bal  the  real  audiencia 
and  other  officials,  among  them  the  representatives  of 
the  city  of  Mexico,  paid  their  homage  to  the  incoming 
ruler,  who  received  the  baton  of  command  from  his 
predecessor  the  2  2d  of  September,  whereupon  the 
city  authorities  escorted  him  to  the  capital.^     His 

f)ublic  reception  was  magnificent,  for  the  citizens  be- 
ieved  him  deserving.^ 

^^Ehcpediente promovido,  in  Mex,,  Circular  sobre  KonJ),^  MS.,  no.  7-26. 

'*  Vir,  Inetruc,  MS.,  let  ser.,  no.  8,  1-2. 

"  The  triumphal  arch  was  a  splendid  architectural  work  in  three  of  the 
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General  Bucareli  on  the  23d  produced  to  the  au- 
diencia  his  three  commissions  as  viceroy  and  governor, 
captain-general,  and  president  of  that  body,  and  took 
the  oath  to  faithfully  discharge  his  duties;  among  the 
pledges  was  that  of  maintainmg  peace  in  the  interior, 
and  defending  the  kingdom  against  all  foes." 

Viceroy  Bucareli  during  nearly  eight  years'  rule 
attended  carefully  to  the  organization  of  the  military 
forces  ^nd  coast  defences;  to  the  well-being  of  the  new 
settlements  in  California;  an  honest  and  economical 
management  of  the  royal  treasury,  the  revenue  of 
which  he  augmented  without  burdening  the  king's 
subjects  with  extra  taxation;  the  police  and  adminis- 
tration of  justice;  the  development  of  public  instruction 
and  the  arts  of  peace.  Indeed,  whatever  could  con- 
tribute to  the  honor  of  his  sovereiofn  and  the  welfare 
of  the  people  was. matter  of  interest  to  him.  He 
cared  for  the  poor  in  hospitals  and  asylums,  and  was 
zealous  in  assisting  the  prelates  of  the  religious  orders 
to  preserve  good  morals.  The  term  of  his  rule  was 
the  happiest  that  New  Spain  experienced.  Peace  and 
prosperity  reigned;  and  the  country  took  long  strides 
in  advance. 

Whilst  the  viceroy  was  thus  engaged  disease  seized 
him,  a  violent  attack  of  pleurisy,^  to  which  he  suc- 
cumbed on  the  9th  of  April,  1779.  His  death  spread 
Borrow  throughout  the  land,  for  he  had  won  the  title 
of  "virey  amado  por  la  paz  de  su  gobierno."  As  an 
evidence  of  the  high  standing  of  his  character,  I  shall 
mention  one  instance.     Being  in  need  of  funds  for  the 

orders,  namely,  Ionic,  Corinthian,  and  composite.  The  allegory  of  Ulysses 
was  used  to  represent  Bocareli's  sreat  actions,  his  learning,  wisdom,  and 
virtues.  The  formula  was  that  oi  the  ancient  Romans,  with  mottoes  and 
emblems  from  Latin  and  Greek  authors,  and  descriptions  of  passages  in  appro* 
priate  Castilian  verse.  Lforiy  J.  Velasquez^  Erplicacion  de  tos  Aaomos,  1-22. 

^^  Etcribano  Castro,  Certif.^  in  Mex.,  Circular  sobre  Nomb.,  MS.,  no.  1. 

'^  During  this,  his  last  illness,  were  brought  to  him  the  most  notable  relics 
in  the  convents  and  churches.  The  viaticum  came  from  the  sagrario  of  the 
cntlK'dral,  the  archbishop  accompanying  the  host  from  the  foot  of  the  palace 
stairs;  but  not  admiuistering  the  communion  because  the  viceroy  objected  to 
giving  him  the  trouble  of  putting  on  his  vestments.  GomeZf  Diario,  in  Doc. 
J  J  int.  Mtx.f  2d  ser.,  vii.  69. 
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operations  of  the  mint  the  merchants  lent  him  with- 
out interest  or  security  $2,500,000.^ 

The  deceased  had  ordained  in  his  last  will  that  his 
remains  should  be  interred  in  the  temple  of  the  In- 
signe  y  Ileal  Colegiata  of  Guadalupe,  charging  that 
the  interment  should  be  in  the  humblest  and  most 
trampled  spot  at  the  very  entrance  of  the  temple. 
The  body  remained  in  state  at  the  palace  till  the  13th, 
when  the  funeral  cortdge  started  m  the  morning  for 
the  convent  of  San  Francisco,  where  it  was  deposited 
till  the  evening,  and  then  it  was  convej'^ed  to  the  san- 
tuario  of  Nuestra  Senora  de  Guadalupe,  and  there  on 
the  29th  of  October  inhumed  in  the  threshold,  as  he 
had  requested,  with  expressive  epitaphs  on  the  tomb. 
The  executors,  JoseS  Martin  de  Chavez  and  Joaquin 
Antonio  Dongo,  in  view  of  the  late  viceroy's  great 
regard  for  the  Capuchin  nuns,  and  of  his  great  zeal  in 
the  erection  and  preservation  of  the  casa  de  ejerci- 
cios  in  the  oratory  of  San  Felipe,  resolved  that  his 
heart  should  be  given  to  the  Capuchin  nuns,  and  his 
other  vitals  to  the  before  mentioned  casa.^ 

So  soon  as  the  supreme  government  heard  of  the 
death  of  Viceroy  Bucareli,  it  ordered  that  his  eflfects 
should  be  forwarded  to  Spain,  and  that  no  resi- 
dencia  of  his  official  acts  should  be  had,*^  a  course 
unprecedented  in  the  history  of  royal  representation. 

Immediately  after  Bucareli's  death  was  officially 
announced,  was  opened  the  pliego  de  providencia  or 
mortaja,  by  which  the  president  of  Guatemala  was  to 

••He  was  not  backward  in  reimbursing  the  loan.  Alaman,  Disert,,  iii.  app. 
68.  As  evidence  of  his  piety  and  humility,  when  he  felt  death  approaching 
he  begged  to  be  helped  on  Ins  knees  that  he  might  die  in  that  position,  or  at 
least  allowed  to  lie  on  a  bare  floor.   Uribe,  Eloffio,  16-20.  26,  38-41. 

"  This  is  probably  the  correct  version  as  to  the  disposal  of  the  heart  and 
other  vitals;  though  it  was  asserted  in  Habana  that  the  heart  was  deposited 
in  Santa  Brigida,  and  the  entrails  in  the  cathedral.  A  contemporarj'  left  it 
written  that  the  heart  went  to  the  Capuchin  nuns,  a  moiety  of  the  other 
vitals  to  tlie  casa  de  ejercicios,  and  the  other  to  the  cathedraL  GomeZy  Diarioy 
in  Dor.  nut.  Mejr.^  strie  ii.  vii.  60,  74-5.  Panes,  Vir.^  in  Monum.  Vom. 
Esp.f  MS.,  51,  124,  merely  says  that  the  heart  was  deposited  in  the  convent 
of  the  Capuchin  nuns,  and  the  body  in  the  colegiata. 

^  Gomez,  Diario,  in  Doc.  Hist.  M6x.,  s6rie  ii.  vii.  ^o-Q, 
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succeed  as  viceroy  ad  interim.  Until  his  arrival  the 
government  devolved  on  the  audiencia.  The  baton 
of  acting  captain-general  was  delivered  to  the  regentey 
Francisco  Romd  y  Rosel.®  Circulars  were  despatched 
to  the  authorities  throughout  the  country  to  notify 
them  of  these  events.^ 

On  the  23d  of  April  was  celebrated  a  thanksgiving 
mass,  attended  by  the  audiencia  and  the  regente.  At 
the  head  of  the  palace  reception  room  were  placed 
three  chairs;  the  middle  one  was  occupied  by  the 
regente,  and  the  other  two  by  the  decano,  or  senior 
oidor,  and  the  subdecano.  The  regente  and  his  two 
associates  took  the  palace  coach,  the  guard  presenting 
arms,  and  with  a  squad  of  cavalry  in  advance,  and  the 
escort  of  halberdiers,  repaired  to  the  cathedral,  at  the 
principal  door  of  which  were  four  canons  to  receive 
them.  For  the  regente  was  supplied  not  a  prie-dieu, 
but  a  mere  cushion.*^  The  audiencia  during  its  rule 
of  a  little  over  four  months  made  no  change  in  the 
government  policy. 

One  of  the  notable  events  of  the  second  half  of  the 
eighteenth  century  was  the  assembling  of  the  fourth 
Mexican  provincial  council,*^  convened  pursuant  to 
two  royal  cddulas  of  August  21,  17G9,  one  of  which 

'•He  was  the  first  regente;  appointed  June  20,  1776;  entered  upon  his 
duties  March  13,  1778,  and  resigned  the  office  in  1782.  Both  he  and  his 
wife,  Narcisa  Paisagns,  were  from  Catalonia.  He  died  in  Mexico,  December 
1,  1784,  and  was  buried  the  next  day  in  the  chapel  of  Santo  Domingo  with 
the  honors  of  the  last  rank  he  hehf  in  life.  ReoUes  CMiilas,  MS.,  ii.  159; 
Go\t\PZy  DiariOy  198-9.  His  colleagues  in  the  government  were  the  oidores 
Villaurrutia,  Madrid,  Gamboa,  Algarin,  Luyando,  and  Guevara.  Cedulario, 
M8. ,  i.  90. 

*^  Every  official  on  seeing  the  circular  wrote  over  his  signature  in  continu- 
ation the  date  of  its  receipt,  as  well  as  the  obligation  he  was  under  of  for- 
warding it  to  other  officials  residing  o£f  the  main  routes  taken  by  the  couriei*8. 
There  were  six  such  circulars.  Li^ravo,  Luis  Mfndez  df,  Carta  d  Romdy  MS. 

*^ Other  ceremonies  practised  toward  viceroys  were  omitted;  for  instance: 
the  mace-bearers  and  doorkeepers  of  the  city  were  not  stationed  in  front  of 
the  audiencia;  the  holy  book  was  not  brought  to  the  regente  to  kiss,  *8ino  la 
paz,'  that  i**  to  say,  an  image  to  be  kissed  in  sign  of  peace  and  fraternity,  and 
this,  not  by  a  canon,  but  by  the  master  of  ceremonies  wearing  the  surplice 
and  stole.  QnmeZy  Diario.  in  Doc.  II int.  Mex.,  2d  ser.,  vii.  62-3. 

*^Ili8t.  Mex.f  ii.,  this  series,  gave  full  information  on  the  preceding 
councils. 
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commanded  the  prelates  of  America  and  the  Philip- 
pines to  attend  such  a  council.  The  other,  called  the 
tomo  regioy  specified  as  many  as  twenty  points  to  be 
considered.^  The  partisans  of  the  expelled  Jesuits, 
among  whom  is  the  writer  Cdrlos  M.  Bustamante, 
would  have  the  world  believe  that  the  ministers  who 
had  influenced  the  king  to  adopt  that  measure,  now 
impressed  upon  his  mind  a  conviction  that  the  convo- 
cation of  a  provincial  council,  after  the  old  fashion, 
was  needed  to  eradicate  the  erroneous  doctrines  taught 
by  the  society  of  Jesus,  which  had  taken  deep  root  in 
America;  that  the  king's  flatterers  represented  morals 
in  Mexico  to  be  at  a  low  ebb,  owing  to  those  teach- 
ings; and  one  of  the  orators  at  the  council  affirmed 
that  the  period  was  worthy  of  comparison  with  that 
of  the  conquest  of  America.^ 

On  the  13th  of  January,  1770,  Archbishop  Loren- 
zana  laid  the  royal  c^dulas  before  his  chapter,  and  on 
the  21st  it  was  announced  at  high  mass  that  the 
council  would  be  inaugurated  on  the  13th  of  January 
proximo.  Some  differences  between  the  archbishop 
and  his  chapter  on  matters  of  ceremonial  occurred  • 
toward  the  end  of  1770,  and  new  discussions  arose 
one  week  before  the  installation  of  the  council.  They 
were  not,  however,  an  obstacle  to  the  swearing-in,  on 
the  11th  of  January  1771,  before  the  archbishop,  of 
the  theoloofians  and  canonists  who  had  been  chosen  to 
act  as  advisers  of  the  council.*^ 

The  preliminary  ceremonies  took  place,  part  in  the 
church,  and  part  in  the  chapter's  hall,  which  was  the 
room  selected  for  the  sittings.*^  The  viceroy  made  a 
short  address;  and  after  the  tomoregio  and  the  arch- 
bishop's decree  had  been  read,  he  retired.*' 

*^CMida,  in  Concilio  Prov.  Hex.,  iy.  MS.,  L  1-8. 

*^Suplem.y  in  Cavo,  Tres  Sifjlos,  iii.  7. 

**Five  of  the  former  taken  from  both  the  secular  and  regular  clergy,  and 
six  of  ilie  latter.  <S'o»a,  Episcop.  Mex.^  194. 

*'^The  religious  rites  were  attended  by  the  royal  courts  without  the  vice- 
roy ;  but  at  their  termination  he  was  found  sitting  on  the  throne  under  the 
canopy  in  the  council  chamber.  Id.f  193. 

*'  The  next  day  the  archbishop  delivered  a  long  discourse  on  provincial 


376  VICEROYS  FORTY-FOUR  TO  FORTY-SIX. 

The  council  was  presided  over  by  the  archbishop, 
and  the  following  prelates  and  dignitaries  of  the 
church  were  in  attendance.  Bishops:  Miguel  Alvarez 
de  Abreu,  of  Antequera;  Friar  Antonio  AlcaU,  of 
Yucatan,  and  elect  of  Guadalajara;  Francisco  Fabian 
y  Fuero,  of  Puebla,  and  Jos6  Diaz  Bravo,  of  Du- 
rango.  The  bishoprics  of  Michoacan  and  Guadalajara 
were  represented  by  canons  of  their  chapters.  Prel- 
ates of  the  religious  orders:  generals  of  the  San 
Hip6lito  and  Bethlehemite  orders,  and  the  provincials 
of  the  Franciscans,  and  barefooted  Franciscans,  Do- 
minicans, Augustinians,  barefooted  Carmelites,  and 
order  of  Mercy;  and  the  comisario  of  the  cldrigos  re- 
gulares  of  San  Camilo.  The  colegiata  of  Guadalupe 
likewise  had  two  seats  in  the  council.  Oidor  Antonio 
de  Rivadeneira,  as  asistente  real,  and  Jos6  Areche, 
fiscal  of  the  audiencia;  and  the  two  representatives  of 
the  city  of  Mexico.  The  oflScials  of  the  council  were 
the  secretary,  Doctor  Andres  Martinez  Campillo,  pro- 
moter, master  of  ceremonies,  notary,  and  two  nuncios. 

The  labors  of  the  council  were  completed  on  the 
26th  of  October,^  and  on  the  10th  of  November  a 
commissioner  was  despatched  to  Spain  with  the  acts 
to  be  laid  before  the  king  in  council  for  approval. 
This  was  never  given  them,  owing  to  the  many  objec- 
tions preferred  by  the  fiscal  for  Peru,  based  chiefly 
on  alleged  grievances  against  Archbishop  Lorenzana. 
The  king  on  the  8th  of  October,  1772,  ordered  that 
the  acts  should  not  be  made  public  till  they  were 
sanctioned  by  his  council  and  the  pope.  They  have 
consequently  remained  unpublished.*^  An  authenti- 
cated copy  of  them  exists  in  the  archives  of  the  arch- 
bishopric of  Mexico.  The  manuscript  has  a  blue  vel- 
vet cover,  and  is  entitled  Concilio  IV provincial  Mex- 

councils,  and  was  followed  by  the  asistente  realj  or  viceroy's  proxy,  who  spoke 
of  what  was  to  be  done,  ana  ended  with  vivas  and  acclamations  to  the  vice- 
roy, and  Visitador  Galvez.  Bnsta7nant€y  Sxipkm,^  in  Cavo^  Tres  SlgloSy  iii.  9. 

*^0n  tlie  10th  of  the  same  month  the  council  was  visited  by  De  Croix's 
successor,  Ikicarcli,  amid  much  ceremonial,  and  with  a  large  suite.  Busta- 
inanity  Suphm.y  in  CavOy  Tre^t  ShjloHy  iii.  9-10. 

*^Concdio  Prot\  Mex.  IV,  M8.,  i.  365;  Dtlma,  Becop.,  ii.  334-5. 
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tcanOy  celehrado  en  1771.  It  contains  five  books,  the 
first  with  thirteen  titles;  the  second  with  sixteen;  the 
third  with  twenty-four;  the  fourth  with  two;  and  the 
fifth,  with  twelve ;  each  title  having  a  large  number 
of  decrees  and  ordinances  on  ecclesiastic  reform  and 
discipline.*^ 

The  council  also  prepared  fourteen  works,  all  on 
matters  more  or  less  connected  with  the  church,  and 
tending  to  the  improvement  of  its  branches  and  ser- 
vice, and  to  the  advancement  of  religion  and  popular 
education ;  one  of  them  concerned  the  management  of 
hospitals,  and  another  the  beatification  of  Juan  de 
Palafox. 

Doctor  Francisco  Antonio  Lorenzana  y  Butron,  of 
whom  mention  has  been  so  often  made  in  connection 
with  the  above  described  fourth  council,  was  of  illus- 
trious lineage,  born  in  Leon,  Spain,  on  the  22d  of 
September  1722;  he  studied  literature  in  the  college 
of  San  Salvador  de  Oviedo,  of  the  renowned  uni- 
versity of  Salamanca.*^  His  first  prominent  position 
was  that  of  can6nigo  doctoral  in  the  cathedral  of  Sigii- 
enza.  He  afterward  became  successively  canon  and 
vicar-general  of  Toledo,  abbot  of  San  Vicente,  a  dig- 
nitary of  the  cathedral  of  Toledo,  and  a  member  of  the 
royal  council.  In  1765  he  was  made  bishop  of  Pla- 
eencia,  and  on  the  14th  of  April  of  the  following  year 

'^ConcUio  Prov,  Mex,  IV,  MS.,  i.  9^360;  ii.  1^-323;  Granados,  Tardea, 
Am.,  484-5.  BustamaDte  irreverently  calla  this  council  a  solemn  ioxcd, 
inspired  by  party  spirit,  and  supported  by  the  king  or  his  councillors,  to 
impress  the  Mexican  people  with  awe  and  dread,  and  with  the  idea  that  tho 
king  was  a  divine  being.  Comparing  it  with  the  first  presided  over  by  Father 
Martin  do  Valencia,  he  derides  the  former  as  well  as  Lorenzana.  Suplem.,  in 
Cavo,  Tres  Siglos^  iii.  11-12.  Bustamante*8  remarks  are  certainly  ill-con- 
sidered, for  the  instructions  to  parish  priests,  amons  other  points,  clearly 
show  that  they  were  intended  to  elevate,  and  not  to  depress  the  character  of 
the  Indians.  CcUJiecutmo  por  I V  Concilio,  lliis  is  an  original  manuscript,  in 
my  collection,  dated  September  5, 1771,  bearing  tho  signatures  and  rubrics  of 
the  archbishop  of  Mexico,  bishops  of  Yucatan  and  Puebla,  the  proctors  of 
Michoacan  and  Guadalajara,  and  the  secretary.  It  is  followed  on  pages  69  to 
263  by  an  explanation  of  Christian  doctrine  made  by  the  council,  dated  August 
4,  1771,  also  bearing  the  same  Bignatures. 

**  His  earliest  ecclesiastic  instruction  he  received  in  a  Benedictine  monaa* 
tery.  Fir.  de  Mex,,  Instruc,  M8.,  no.  22,  2. 
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was  promoted  to  the  archbishopric  of  Mexico,  of  which 
he  took  possession  on  the  22d  of  August,  receiving  on 
the  8  th  of  September  the  paUium  from  the  bishop  of 
Puebla.^ 

Lorenzana's  government  of  the  archdiocese,  though 
a  brief  one,  was  marked  by  acts  that  justly  entitled 
him  to  a  high  place  among  the  most  distinguished 
members  of  the  Mexican  episcopacy.  His  first  act 
was  to  estabhsh  a  foundling  asjdum.  Soon  after  his 
arrival  he  noticed  the  absence  of  such  a  shelter  for  the 
care  of  infants  forsaken  by  their  parents  cither  to  con- 
ceal a  fault  or  to  elude  the  fulfilment  of  their  duties. 
He  purchased  out  of  his  income  a  suitable  building 
on  the  11th  of  January,  1767,  founding  and  organiz- 
ing in  it  the  casa  de  nines  exp6sitos,  commonly  known 
as  La  Cuna,  which  he  supported  till  he  left  the  coun- 
try. He  was  governing  in  harmony  with  the  civil 
power,  and  much  valued  for  his  learning,  virtue,  and 
philanthropy,  when  he  received  promotion  to  the 
archbishopric  of  Toledo,  and  was  made  primate  of 
Spain,  to  which  place  he  had  been  nominated  on  the 
27th  of  January,  1771.  In  his  new  position  he  had  a 
still  wider  field  of  usefulness.  On  the  30th  of  March, 
1789,  Pius  VI.  made  him  a  cardinal.^ 

When  the  French  revolution  broke  out  and  a  large 
number  of  ecclesiastics  from  that  nation  sought  a  re- 
fuge in  Spain,  Lorenzana,  foremost  among  the  Spanish 
prelates,  afforded  them  great  protection  and  assist- 
ance.^ In  1797  he  was  sent  by  Cdrlos  IV.  to  Rome 
to  afford  aid  and  comfort  to  Pius  VI.,  and  remained 
at  the  pontiffs  side,  accompanying  him  to  Florence 
and  thence  to  Parma.  The  object  of  his  company  was 
to  furnish  pecuniary  resources  to  Pius.     At  last  the 

^^Concilios  Prov.,  1-2.  His  autograph  signatures  and  official  seal  appear 
in  Concilio  Prov,  Mex,,  4;  Sosa,  Episcop,  Mex.,  192;  Itgueroa,  Vindidae, 
MS.,  1. 

^Bustamante  and  others  attribute  his  getting  the  red  capeUo  to  his 
work  in  tho  fourth  provincial  counciL  Suplem.,  in  Cat-o,  Tres  Siglos,  iii.  12. 
Tiic  fact  is  that  the  honor  has  been  ahnost  invariably  conferred  on  the  arch- 
bishops of  Toledo. 

^*  Michaud,  Biog,  Univ.,  in  Sosa,  Episcop.  Mex.,  107. 
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French  refused  him  a  passport,  and  he  was  separated 
from  the  illustrious  captive,  whom  he  never  saw  again. 
The  cardinal  is  heard  of  as  present  at  the  conclave  held 
in  Venice.**  In  1800  he  resigned  the  archbishopric 
of  Toledo,  and  fixed  his  residence  in  Rome,  where  he 
died  the  17th  of  April,  1804,  being  interred  in  the 
church  of  Santa  Croce. 

Upon  the  receipt  in  Mexico  of  the  news  of  the 
death  of  its  former  archbishop,  funeral  honors  were 
paid  him  with  great  pomp.«» 

^Id.  in/<?.,  198. 

**  Fir.  de  i/ea;.,  Instruc.,  MS.,  lat  s^.,  no.  22,  1-12;  Ar^cdo,  LatuicUio 
Funebrist  1-31.  Lorenzana  published  several  works  giving  impulse  to  letters, 
particularly  to  historical  research.  The  principal  ones  were :  Concilios  prO' 
vinciales  prtmero  y  eegundo,  celehrado9  en  la  muy  noble,  y  muy  leal  cittdad  de 
Mexico.  Mex.  1769,  folio.  Concilium  Mexicanumprovinciale  III.  Celebralum 
Mexici,  anno  MDLXXXV,  Prceaide  D.  D.  Petro  Moyatt  Contreras, .  .Confir* 
matum  Romm  die  XK  VIL  Octobris  anno  MDLXXXIX. .  .Mex.  1770,  folio. 
IHstoria  de  Nueva-Espana,  escrila  por  su  esclareHdo  Conquistador  I/«rnan 
CorUs,  Aumentada  c6n  otroa  documentor,  y  notaa.  Mex.  1770,  folio.  Statuta 
Ordina*a  a  Sancto  Concilio  Provinciali  Mexicano  III.  Ex  Prcescripto  Sacro- 
sancti  Concilij  Tridentino  Decreto  Sesa.  S^cap.  13 de  Reform.,  verbo  cetera.  Re- 
vinaa  Catholica  Majestate,  etaSdcrosanctaaedeApostolicaConJirmala,  A.  D, 
Millessimo  quingestimmo  octuagessimo  nono,  folio.  In  the  Hrst  above  men- 
tioned work,  preceding  the  Constituciones  of  the  councils  is  the  editor's  carta 
pastoral,  briefly  relating  the  object  of  such  councils,  and  giving  the  history  of 
those  held  in  Mexico.  Next  appear  the  resolutions  of  the  first  Junta  Apos- 
tdlica,  and  the  curious  information  of  Captain  Juan  Juarez  y  Gamboa  in  1649 
on  the  coining  of  the  first  clergymen  to  New  Spain ;  Bishop  Garc^s*  letter  to 
Paulus  III.  in  favor  of  the  natives,  and  next  the  pope's  bull  in  1537  declaring 
the  Indians  rational  beings.  After  the  acts  of  the  two  councils  are  given 
biographical  sketches  of  tlie  archbishops  of  Mexico,  and  bishops  of  Puebla, 
Guatemala,  Antequera,  Michoacan,  Guadalajara,  Yucatan,  and  Durango. 
These  biographies,  though  brief  and  often  erroneous  as  to  dates,  are  important 
for  the  study  of  Mexican  ecclesiastic  history.  In  continuation  are  the  Avisos 
para  la  acertadaconducta  de  un  pdrroco  en  laAm^Hca;  Privllegios  de  Indios, 
Siud  Avisos  para  que  los  naturales  de  estos  reynos  scan  felices  en  lo  esjnritual  y 
temjHyrcd.  The  whole  ending  with  a  good  index  in  six  pages  of  the  matter 
contained  in  the  volume. 

With  reference  to  the  Historia  de  la  Nueva  EapaHa,  which  contains 
the  second,  third,  and  fourth  letters  of  Hernan  Cortes,  Icazbalceta  says 
that  he  has  been  unable  to  ascertain  if  the  original  Lorenzana  had  before 
him  was  the  edition  in  Gothic  letters  or  Bdrcia's  reprint.  His  work  is 
valuable  any  way,  for  his  additions,  namely:  Alzate'a  map  of  New  Spain 
(1769);  Cort6s*  journey  from  la  Antigua  Vera  Cruz  to  Mexico,  for  the  oet- 
ter  understanding  of  the  places  mentioned  in  the  map;  a  drawing  of  the 
chief  temple  of  ^lexico;  remarks  for  better  understanding  Cortd  j*  letters  (in- 
formation on  ancient  history  with  the  series  of  Mexican  emperors);  months 
of  the  Mexican  year  (drawing);  government  of  New  Spain  (Ust  of  governors 
and  viceroys  from  Cortes  to  Viceroy  de  Croix);  here  follows  Cort6s*  second 
letter;  fragments  of  a  tribute  map  (Mendoza's  Codex),  giving  the  towns  that 
paid,  and  expressing  the  kind,  quantity, ^nd  time  (31  drawings  with  a  pre- 
liminary note);  here  follows  Cortes'  third  letter;  CJort^s'  voyage  to  the  CJali- 
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fomiai,  with  information  on  all  expedilions  made  to  that  connby  till  1769, 
for  better  undoratanding  CorWs'  fourth  letter  and  projeota. 

IcazbalceU,  Col.  Doc.  lliel.  iltx.,  i.,  referring  to  Lorenzaua'a  collectioa 
reprinted  in  New  York,  ia  1829,  1  vol.  8vo,  by  Manuel  del  Mar,  jostly  finds 
fault  with  the  editor'i  altorationa,  an  unpardonable  oua  being  that  of  substi- 
tuting j  fori  inMcuican  aamea.  The  editor  omitted  Nob.  1-5,  T,  and9of  tha 
previous,  and  added  an  historical  accoanl  of  Hecnan  Cortes  with  eome  poor 
cuts  taken  from  Clavigero.  As  to  tha  tribute  map,  Orozcoy  Bern,  an  archie- 
oioeist  worthy  of  all  respect,  discovered  many  errors,  omissions,  and  cLangra 
which  be  (ietails  in  Anales  d'l  Muteo  Nacional  de  St&r:.,  i.  18,1  et  seq.,  con- 
cluding with  these  remarks:  '  Ko  proseguiremoa  amoutooondo  cargoa,  dolien- 
donoi  qua  los  Rrandes  gaatos  y  cmpefio  del  Scuor  Arzobispo  Lorcnzaaa,  por 
circunstancias  fncm  de  su  Toiuutad,  no  hubieran  sido  m£s  fructuosos  para  U 
ciencia,'  Lorenntna  published  at  his  own  eipense  for  distribution,  not  tor 
aalo,  the  above  named  works,  and  several  others  of  minor  importance,  namely  i 
■everal  pastoral  letters ;  Miitale  Oolhicum  lecundum  regilam  B.  Inidori  in 
vaum  Jloiaraium,  Home,  ISili,  /olio;  Opera  PtUmm  Totelanomm;  Ojitra  S. 
Marlini  Legionnuag,  etc.,  aUof  which  have  become  quite  rare.  Alao:  Araiael 
pom  lodoi  lot  curat  de  ente  ar^almpado,  /vera  de  la  Ciadad  dt  Mirico,  Hex. 
17G7,  fol,,  6  leaves;  Mrmorial  qiin  preaenian  d  todat  las  Comunidadei,  y  Qre- 
nu'iu  loa  Pobret  Mendigot  de  Mexico  por  mano  de  tra  AnobUpo  (n.  p.  n.  d.), 
4to,  pp.  20;  Memorial  que  preientan  A  todaa  Eiladoi  loa  A'iAm  BxpliJntoa  de  la 
Imperial  Ciudad  de  Mtxko  vor  maiiode  tia  Anohiipo,  Mei.  1770,  4to,  pp.  21; 
Reglat  para  gue  loa  naiuralet  de  extot  Reynot  lean  felieet  en  lo  etpiritual,  y 
UmporaJ,  Mez.  1768,  folio,  2  leaves;  Tra^o  del  Agaa  Mineral  Calienle  dt 
Ban  Barlhohme  (n,  p.),  1772,  4to, 
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Mayoi^  is  represented  to  have  been  affable  and 
liberal,  possessing  a  magnanimous  charitable  heart, 
and  making  himself  beloved  by  all,  and  yet  he  had  to 
exercise  much  prudence  as  well  as  force  of  character, 
his  position  being  an  unfortunate  one,  as  will  be  seen 
hereafter. 

The  new  viceroy's  arrival  at  the  capital  occurred 
just  eleven  days  after  the  proclamation  there,  on  the 
12th,  of  war  having  been  declared  May  18th  against 
Great  Britain  by  Kmg  CiAoa  III,  Assistance  secretly 
afforded  by  Spain  to  the  British  North  American 
colonists  to  attain  their  independence,*  had  much  to 
do  with  the  animosity  of  the  day;  in  which  measure 
Spain  did  not  know  how  surely  she  was  working  her 
own  undoing  in  the  eame  direction. 

The  people  of  Mexico  saw  in  this  war  nothing  but 
misfortune;  their  trade  would  be  harassed,  and  their 
coasts  ravaged.  Taxation,  loans,  and  sacrifice  of  life 
would  naturally  follow.  Nor  were  their  fears  un- 
founded, for  very  soon  Mexico  was  called  to  the  aid 
of  Guatemala  for  the  recovery  of  the  port  of  Omoa  in 
Honduras,  which  the  English  had  taken.  She  was 
also  required  to  take  a  prominent  part  in  the  combined 
Spanish  and  French  operations  against  Florida.  Those 
operations  were  quite  active  from  1779  to  1781.* 

Fearing  an  assault  on  Vera  Cruz,  the  government 

■  BnatainaHte,  the  editor  of  Cava,  Trta  Siglot,  iii.  31-2,  aware*  XX  that 

the  policy  of  the  Spauiab  court  in  aidiocr  the  colonists  ivas  iotended  to 
avert  a.  diuigerous  British  Invasion  of  !Ncw  Spain  from  the  North  American 
colonien — a  false  step  in  his  opinion,  which  eventually  proved  injurious  not 
only  to  tlie  allied  powers,  the  French  and  SpaniardB,  but  aUo  t*  the  people  of 
New  Spain,  whose  emancipation  it  retarded  50  years,  though  not  preventin^^  it. 
The  king  however,  in  his  manifesto  of  July  8th  toliii  vassals  of  America,  states 
as  his  reasons  for  the  war,  among  others,  ^o  hostile  acts  of  the  British  author- 
ities in  Darienand  Honduraa.  On  the  Brst  dayof  the  earao  month  ordinances 
additional  to  the  general  regulations  to  govern  the  royal  navy  and  letters  of 
maniue  on  the  subject  of  prizes,  hod  been  issued.  All  tnulo  and  intercourse 
with  the  British  bad  been  forbidden  in  June.  Rtaia  Ordma,  iv.  67-84,  192-6, 
199-225. 

'  Mayorga  ha<l  been  apprised  in  Pnebla  of  the  meaaiirea  the  audienoia  had 
decreed  to  supply  with  money  Yucatan,  New  Orleans,  Habana.  Manila,  and 
other  pointa,  wtuch  derived  their  sopport  from  Alexico,  and  might  expect  an 
attack  by  the  enemy  at  any  moment.  He  sent,  in  various  amounts,  about 
tftiio.OOO  to  Louisiana  for  tbe  campaign  against  the  English  in  Florida. 
JJiiHajnanU,  SupUm.,  in  Cam,  Tres  Siglox,  iii.  30-7. 
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efiFected  with  the  utmost  possible  economy  to  the  royal 
treasury,  and  it  is  a  well  knowo  fact  that  his  remit- 
tances of  treasure  during  his  short  rule  amounted  to 
about  fifty  million  pesos,  without  delays  or  burdening 
the  people  with  extra  taxation.^  But  all  hia  wisdom 
and  valuable  services  could  not  save  him  from  the 
constant  fault-finding  of  the  all-powerful  Jos^  de  Gal- 
vez,  ministro  univeraal  de  Indias.  He  had  incurred 
the  enmity  of  that  dignitary,  it  seems,  because  he  had 
been  called  to  the  viceroyalty,  an  office  which  the 
minister  had  intended  should  fall  to  his  brother,  Ma- 
ti'as  de  Galvez;  but  Bucareli's  death  took  place  sooner 
than  was  expected,  and  before  Matias  de  Galvez  had 
been  commissioned  as  president  of  Guatemala.®  What- 
ever the  motive,  Mayorga  was  the  victim  of  the  min- 
ister's ill-concealed  resentment. 

In  November,  1781,  there  arrived  in  Mexico  Fran- 
cisco Saavedra,'  a  person  who  later,  though  but  for  a 
short  time,  became  one  of  the  ministers  of  state  in 
Spain.  He  made  it  appear  that  he  held  some  au- 
thority from  the  court.  The  common  people  believed 
him  to  be  a  royal  prince  travelling  incognito.  As  ho 
presented  a  grave  demeanor,  and  never  gave  public 
offence,  a  certain  mystery  and  respect  surrounded  him. 

The  viceroy's  unpopularity  at  court  was  soon  known 
in  Mexico,  and  there  were  not  wanting  those  to  take 
advantage  of  it.  Even  the  audiencia  of  Mexico  with 
whom  he  had  endeavored  to  maintain  cordial  relations, 
tried  to  interfere  with  his  action;  but  in  a  dignified 
manner  he  upheld  his  authority.  The  regente  of  the 
audiencia  of  Guadalajara,  Eusebio  Sanchez  Pareja, 
took  upon  himself  the  title  of  captain-general,  and  re- 
quired the  commissioner  sent  by  Mayorga  to  attend 

'  Tbe  cftlla  of  the  war  od  him  were  large,  but  with  the  aadsbuice  of  the 
real  coDBiilaUo  he  WB8  enabled  timely  to  meet  them.  Panes,  Fir.,  in  Monvm. 
I>om.  Eip.,  MS.,  125;  Rivtra,  Hist.  Jalapa,  i  147- 

*  liuKtamanU,  SnpUm.,  in  Caoo,  Tre»  Sigloi,  iii.  42;  Alaman,  DittrL,  iii. 
app.7l. 

'Mayorga  annODDced  it  in  a  letter  to  the  minister  of  state.  It  wm  be- 
lieved that  .S&avedra  came  to  ipy  the  viceroy's  acts.  ButtamaiUf,  Suplem.,  ia 
Cava,  Tra  Sigloe,  iii  42. 
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to  military  afiairs  in  Nueva  Galicia  to  first  ask  hia 
leave  to  carry  out  orders.  His  presumption  was  re- 
buked, Mayorga  maintaining  the  unity  of  the  chief 
military  command."* 

The  governor  of  Vera  Cruz  also  manifested  some 
insubordination,  because  the  viceroy  did  not  approve 
some  of  his  schemes,"  and  thus  the  viceroy's  position 
was  made  unpleasant.  Besides  these  annoyances  was 
the  injustice  of  not  making  his  appointment  regular, 
or  sending  out  a  successor.  His  tenure  was  ad  interim, 
and  therefor  he  was  allowed  only  half  pay,  though  his 
expenses  were  great.'*  At  last  he  was  recalled,  and 
gave  up  the  oflSce  on  the  29th  of  April,  1783,  soon 
after  embarking  for  Spain.  He  died  on  board  the 
vessel  in  sight  of  Cddiz,^  foul  play  being  suspected  by 
some.  In  April,  1784,  news  reached  Mexico  that 
Mayorga's  estate  had  been  attached  by  the  king's 
order.  This  was  probably  the  usual  course  where  an 
official  was  subjected  to  a  residencia.  That  of  the 
ex-viceroy  was  published  in  Mexico  on  the  3d  of  June, 
the  alcalde  de  corte,  Juan  Francisco  de  Anda,  being 
the  judge,'*  with  results  favorable  to  the  residenciado. 

The  forty-eighth  viceroy  of  New  Spain  was  Matias 
de  Galvez,  Garcfa,  Madrid,  y  Cabrera,"*  a  lieutenant- 
general  of  the  royal  armies,"  transferred  from  Guate- 
mala, where  he  had  been  president,  governor,  and 
captain-general."    The  new  viceroy  brought  with  him 

'"From  that  time  the  people  of  Jalisco  began  to  show  a  spirit  of  independ, 
encB  from  the  central  authority,  which  in  later  years  became  ranre  developed, 
and  caused  untold  evils.  IH. 

"  Ltnlo  de  Trjada,  AjmnUi  IlUt.,  no.  5, 308. 

"Of  this  lie  complained  to  the  king,  pleading  alxo  that  the  trouhle  had 
come  upon  him  soon  after  lie  had  lost  heavily  by  the  Guatemala  earthquake 
of  1775.  Alamaa,  Dhurt.,  iii.  app,  72.  After  hu  death  20,000  pesoa  wei-e 
paid  his  widow,  Maria  Joseta  \alcrtrccl,  out  of  the  royal  treaaury.  Id.; 
Mai/er'a  if  ex.  Aitee,  i.  252-3;  ZamrKou,  II M.  Mij.,  v.  G3C. 

"OoBies,  Diario,  173;  Pavet,  J7r.,  in  Momim.  Horn.  Bq>.,  MS.,  125. 

^'OrdfneadilaCoro7ia,  MS.,  iii.  57;  Gomn.  Hiario.  1S4,  18ft-7. 

'^Galvez,  Soierniua  Exrqaiat,  title-page.  At  foot  of  his  portrait,  which  la 
probably  copied  from  the  origiual  formerly  existing  in  the  viceregal  palace, 
he  is  named  Galvez  y  GalLirdo.  Rivera,  Oob.  Mex.,  i.  449. 

"C«i((iar«M,  i.  153;  Disponicioves  Varicu,  iii.  97. 

*'JIi»t.  Cent.  Am.,  ii.,  thU  series. 
Bill.  Vol.  Vol.  UI.    U 
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his  wife,  Ana  de  C6rdoba.^®  Though  a  brother  of  the 
talented  minister  of  state,  the  marques  de  Sonora,  and 
having  a  better  heart,  Matias  de  Galvez  was  not  en- 
dowed with  the  sarae  powers  of  mind.  But  best  of  all 
he  had  sound  common  sense  and  indefatigable  industry. 
He  had  been  a  plain  farmer,  and  he  looked  like  one; 
and  he  loved  a  farmer's  life,  from  which  he  had  been 
drawn  at  his  brother's  elevation  to  high  official  position 
near  the  king's  person.  He  was  not  afraid,  and  on 
every  proper  occasion  showed  a  martial  spirit;  but  to 
inflict  punishment  upon  another  was  an  infliction  upon 
himself.  His  solicitude  for  the  general  welfare,  and 
particularly  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  and  afflicted,  was 
well  known  both  in  Guatemala  and  Mexico.  He  was 
cheerful,  witty,  frugal,  modest  in  his  tastes,  affable, 
and  was  reputed  pious;  and  so  disinterested  was  he, 
that  having  held  high  and  lucrative  offices,  his  estate 
did  not  probably  reach,  at  his  death,  the  value  of 
50,000  pesos.^® 

On  the  29th  of  April,  1783,  he  took  possession  of 
the  baton  of  command  ad  interim,*^  at  the  town  of 
San  Crist6bal  Ecatepec,  and  not  at  Guadalupe,  as  his 
predecessors  had  done,  owing  to  the  bad  condition  of 
the  reception  house  at  the  latter  place.  It  had  been  the 
viceroy's  intention,  on  account  of  his  advanced  age  and 
bodily  infirmities,  to  enter  the  city  in  a  carriage;  but 
some  difficulty  about  precedence  having  been  raised  by 
the  city  council,  he  cut  it  short  by  mounting  a  gentle 
horse  and  riding  into  Mexico.  He  was  the  last  vice- 
roy that  entered  the  city  on  horseback.^     The  pas- 

^^ Paiies^  Vir,^  in  Monum.  Dom,  Esp.,  MS.,  63. 

^^Galt'eZy  Solemnea  Exequias^  1-31;  Bustamante,  SuplemerUo,  in  Cavo,  Trea 
Sighs,  iii.  52-3;  Biveraj  Hist,  Jalapa,  i.  147. 

2°  On  the  19th  of  November  of  the  same  year  the  mail  brought  out  his  com- 
mission as  *  virey  en  propiedad.*  Oomez^  Diat-io,  160,  171. 

''^The  act  of  receiving  the  command  at  San  Cristobal  was  approved  in 
the  royal  order  of  Aug.  8,  1783,  which  prescribed  that  in  future  such  act 
should  take  place  there.  The  precedence  that  the  city  council  claimed  was 
disallowed,  and  the  king  ordered  March  14,  1785,  that  there  should  never  be  a 
second  public  entry,  to  save  the  city,  the  consulado,  and  the  people  in  gen- 
eral the  onerous  expenses  it  entailed.  The  audiencia  declared  its  obedience 
June  25,  1785.  Ordeiifs  de  la  Corona,  MS.,  iii.  42,  64.  Panes,  Vir.,  in 
Monum,  Dom,  Esp.,  MS.  126. 
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vent  of  San  Fernando,  where  the  remains  were 
deposited,  with  religious  rites.**  Aa  a  mark  of  appre- 
ciation of  the  purity,  uprightness,  and  ability  shown 
by  Galvez  during  his  rule  in  Mexico,  the  king  on  the 
26th  of  March,  1785,"  decreed  to  relieve  him  of  a 
residencia,  and  consequently  his  estate  of  the  expenses 
incident  thereto. 

It  was  at  this  interesting  period  in  American  his- 
tory— 1783 — that  Cdrlos'  principal  secretary  of  state, 
Pedro  Abarca  de  Bolea,  conde  ae  Aranda,  having  re- 
turned with  a  leavg  of  absence  from  Paris  where  he 
went'  by  express  order  to  sign  the  general  treaty  of 
peace  with  Great  Britain  by  virtue  of  which  the  in- 
dependence of  the  United  States  of  America  was 
afterward  recognized  by  George  III.  and  his  govern- 
ment, made  a  sweeping  suggestion  *to  his  sovereign. 
Entertaining  a  favorable  opinion  of  the  state  ofHearn- 
ing  and  culture  prevailing  among  the  Spanish  Ameri- 
cans, he  recommended  the  creation  of  three  independ- 
ent monarchies  in  the  king's  American  dominions, 
each  under  a  prince  of  the  Spanish  reigning  family, 
Cdrlos  for  himself  and  his  successors  assnminig  the 
title  of  emperor,  and  the  latter  for  all  time  to  be 
recognized  by  the  American  monarchs  as  the  head  of 
the  family.     Marriages  of  the  new  sovereigns  and 


from  tiie  foot  of  the  paUce  etnira  by  six  colonels,  the  eaptain  of  the  halber- 
diers, Conde  de  Santiago,  nod  the  master  of  the  liorse,  Agustio  YalleE.  Three 
reginienta,  regular  troops  and  militiii.  and  the  compujif  of  halberdiera — tlie 
lost  aa  the  guard  of  honor  of  the  andicncia — took  part  in  the  pageant.  Tha 
iiiaBS  at  the  church  wat  celebrated  by  the  precentor  of  the  catliedral.  The 
following  gentlemen  acted  as  moumera:  the  Gecal  de  real  hBciendain  the  real 
BiidieDcia,  Ramon  de  Posada  y  Soto ;  the  secretary  of  the  viceroys! ty,  Fran- 
cisco Fernandez  do  Ciirdoba;  Fernando  Jos£  Mangino;  ColonelJuan  Cambiaso 
of  the  Corona  rsgiment;  and  Job*  Chavez  and  Francisco  Cahezon,  eiecutors 
conjointly  with  tue  ahove  named  Posada  and  COrdoba.  Oomez,  Diario,  196-7; 
(Jtdvn,  Sol'Tiintf  Exrquiai',  2.  On  the  4th  of  March,  1TS5,  there  were  solema 
obsequies,  with  erlogy  of  the  deceased,  all  the  civic  and  ecclesiaatical  bmlies 
being  in  nttendai  ce;  the  ceremonies  were  impoaing.  Nert  day  the  arch- 
bishop officiated  at  the  mass,  and  a  sermon  was  preached.  Oomti,  Diario,  203; 
Oalifx,  Elogio  Fnnebrf,  1-42. 

"  Ordtna  d«  la  Corona,  MS.,  m.  C6. 
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the  Upper  classes  by  the  lower,  tyraony  and  licen- 
tiousness would  follow,  smothering,  perhaps  in  its 
very  cradle,  each  national  autonomy.  How  the  pro- 
posed new  political  organization  was  to  increase  this 
danger  does  not  appear.  Possibly  opposition  on  the 
part  of  Great  Britain  was  foreseen,  or  Carlos  could 
not  be  brought  to  voluntarily  abdicate  his  undivided 
sovereignty  over  the  immense  domains, of  America. 
Aranda  at  an  audience  persisted  in  his  views,  but 
the  king  continued  his  objections.**  The  plan  was, 
therefore,  postponed  to  a  future  day;  and  the  poUcy 
of  crossing  the  races  was  warmly  persevered  in. 

The  real  object  in  view  on  the  minister's  part,  as 
avowed  by  him,  for  an  independent  Mexico,  was  to 
counteract  Anglo-Saxon  supremacy  and  protestantism 
in  America.'*  Indeed,  Aranda  apprehended  serious 
evils  to  Spain  from  the  act  he  had  just  performed  at 
Paris,  on  the  ground  that  the  American  federal  re- 
public would  in.  due  time  assume  greatness,  and  forget 
the  benefits  received  at  the  hands  of  Prance  and 
Spain,  and  think  only  of  self-aggrandizement;  and  this 
would  naturally  be  at  the  expense  of  the  Spanish  pos- 
sessions in  America,  beginnmg  with  the  Floridaa  in 
order  to  obtain  control  of  the  gulf  of  Mexico:?* 

The  administration  of  public  affairs  had  been  by 
direction  of  Viceroy  Galvez  in  charge  of  the  real  an- 
diencia  since  the  20th  of  October.  On  the  evening 
of  the  -Sd  of  November,  just  fifteen  minutes  after 

^It  is  related,  and  I  give  tha  atory  for  what  it  tnay  be  worth,  deem- 
ing it  well  Buit«d  to  the  character  of  both  men,  that  the  kiiig  playfully 
twitted  tlio  miniater  with  BtnbborniieBa,  and  waa  repaid  in  kind.  '  Conde  do 
Aranda,  thou  art  more  atubbom  than  on  Aragoncse  mule.'  'Pariiou  mo, 
please  your  Majeaty,  I  koow  another  still  more  stubborn  than  myself.'  'And 
wlio  may  he  lie?'  asked  the  king.  'Tlie  sacred  royal  majesty  of  my  liege 
lord,  ClrloB  III.,'  was  the  reply.  The  kiug  smiled  and  dismiased  him  with 
hia  usual  aflability.   jVjan,  Ligerat  Indk.,  3. 

'^ '  Neutralizar  la  prejiotencia  y  conaiguientea  influenciaa  de  la  nia,  sajona, 
y  con  cllaa  del  prutestantismo  en  el  Nuevo  Mundo. '  Martina,  V.  J.,  Sindpria 
hUt./liMd/.  jiolU.,  i.  20. 

"Aranda,  Mem.  Secrela,  in  Varialadti  de  Jurisp. ,  v.  app.  39-*3j  Jronrfa, 
Mfm.,  in  FH  Indicuilor.  iii.  158-65;  liamirtz,  Vida  de  Motdiiiia,  in  Icaxbai- 
ctia.  Col.  de  Doc.,  i.  oxvii.-viii 
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Felicitas  de  Saint  Maxeiit,  a  native  of  Louisiana  and 
of  French  extraction,  was  a  lady  of  surpassing  loveli- 
ness, charitable,  gracious,  and  intelligent.**  Scarcely 
more  than  fifteen  years  had  elapsed  since  the  young 
general  had  been  in  Mexico  in  an  humble  position  ana 
with  scanty  means."  He  had  served  aa  a  subaltern 
in  Portugal  in  1762.  The  marqui^s  de  Croix,  gave 
him  a  commission  in  the  Corona  regiment.  He  finds 
himself  a  little  later  a  captain  in  the  same  regiment, 
serving  as  comandante  de  armas  in  Nueva  Vizcaya, 
where  he  punished  the  Apaches  in  several  encounters, 
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prince.  But 
pardon, the  c 
of  death  for 
pleased  at  tl 
(1786-7),  ii. 
VcirgaSt  Car\ 
emor  in  Hal 
been  brough 
congress  wrc 
congress  for  < 

"  He  ma<] 
first  Puebla, 

WBoth  t] 
flowers  forme 
Mex,,  1784-£ 
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At  the  palace,  his  commissions  being  produced  and 
read,  he  took  the  oath  of  office  before  the  real  acuerdo. 
The  rest  of  that  day  and  the  two  following  were  spent 
mostly  in  ceremonials  and  compliments.  But  he  soon 
after  devoted  his  attention  seriously  to  public  affairs. 
His  short  rule  was  marked  by  two  great  calamities,  the 
loss  of  crops,  consequent  upon  heavy  and  continuous 
frosts,  and  famine  followed  by  an  epidemic.  To  meet 
the  latter  he  was  foremost  in  liberality,  not  only  con- 
tributing 12,000  pesos  remaining  from  his  father's 
estate,  but  borrowing  $100,000  more  for  the  same  pur- 
pose. He  formed  a  board  of  relief,  and  used  every 
exertion  to  supply  the  city  with  the  necessaries  of 
life. 

One  day  while  transacting  business  with  the  board, 
information  reached  him  that  the  alhdndigay  or  public 
granary,  was  empty,  and  that  poor  people  could  get 
no  inaize  for  the  morrow.  Rushing  into  the  streets 
without  an  escort,  or  even  his  hat,  he  walked  to  the 
alh6ftdiga,  where  he  took  steps  to  keep  up  the  supply. 
When  the  people  saw  him,  and  learned  what  had 
brought  him  there,  they  were  moved  to  tears,  and 
escorted  him  back  to  the  palace  in  the  midst  of 
acclamations.^  On  another  occasion,  the  Saturday 
preceding  palm  Sunday,  April  8, 1786,  as  Galvez  was 
riding  from  the  country  house  called  El  Pensil  to 
meet  the  audiencia  for  the  general  visit  of  prisons, 
either  purposely  or  accidentally*^  he  encountered  three 
prisoners  on  their  way  to  the  scaffold,  followed  by  a 
rabble,  who  besought  the  viceroy  to  spare  the  con- 
demned, which  was  done.  Much  obloquy  was  heaped 
upon  Galvez  for  this  act;  he  was  charg'ed  not  only  with 
the  deliberate  intent  of  saving  the  criminals  to  win 
favor  with  the  populace,  but  of  misrepresenting  the 
facts  to  the  crown.*^     He  stated  that  under  the  cir- 

••  Bustamante,  Suplem,^  in  Cavo,  Tres  Siglm^  iii.  58. 

♦^^  Jo8<S  Gomez,  one  of  his  guard  of  halberdiers,  says  in  his  Diario,  236,  that 
it  was  the  latter;  *  sucedi6  la  casualidad  quo  en  la  estacion  de  la  cdrcel  al 
Buplicio,'  are  his  own  words. 

*^  JJmtamaiUe,  Suplein.,  in  Cavo,  Tres  Siylos,  iii.  62-5.  That  author  is  very 
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cumstancos  it  was  his  duty,  as  the  agent  of  a  benign 
sovereign,  to  heed  the  clamors  of  a  people  then  stricken 
by  famine,  misery,  and  disease.  Be  it  as  it  may,  the 
crown  confirmed  the  viceroy's  act;  but  at  the  same 
time  added  to  the  approval  a  reproof;  for  he  was  di- 
rected in  future  to  abstain  when  pffflsible  from  going 
out  of  the  palace  at  such  hours  as  prisoners  were 
usually  taken  to  the  place  of  execution. 

A  certain  distance  had  been  heretofore  maintained, 
as  a  matter  of  etiquette,  between  the  ruler  and  the 
ruled.  Very  few  could  approach  the  viceroy  with  any 
degree  of  intimacy.  Galvez  ignored  that  practice,  and 
from  the  moment  of  assuming  the  vicegerency  of  his 
sovereign  in  New  Spain,  established  close  relations 
with  the  chief  families,  without  in  any  manner  lower- 
ing by  undue  familiarity  the  decorum  of  his  high 
position.  His  countess'  attractions  aided  to  awaken 
enthusiasm  and  to  win  aflfection,  at  the  same  time 
exalting  the  office.  He  caused  his  httle  son  and  heir 
Miguel  to  be  enrolled  in  October  1785  as  a  private 
in  the  grenadier  company  of  the  Corona  regiment, 
on  which  occasion  the  boy  was  bandied  from  band  to 
hand  among  his  new  comrades.  The  same  day  the 
father  gave  a  banquet  in  the  throne-room  to  the  offi- 
cers of  the  regiment  and  the  grenadier  company,  and 
also  entertained  civilians  on  the  flatroof  of  the  palace," 

Such  acts  at  such  a  time,  tending  to  unusual  popu- 
larity, awakened  at  court  suspicion  of  treasonable  in- 
tent. Some  authorities  assert  that  the  viceroy  enter- 
tained the  plan  of  setting  up  a  throne  for  himself;  that 
when  certain  of  the  affection  of  the  Mexicans  he  began 
to  feel  his  way,  throwing  out  ambiguous  remarks  of 
double  meaning,  which  could  not  compromise  him. 
With  his  more  intimate  friends,  they  say,  he  would 

eevere  in  hit  Btrictnree,  ajid  lays  on  Oalvez  tbs  reBponsibility  for  future 
crimes  committed  by  two  of  those  reprieved  meu  which  iiiially  cwried  tbem 
to  the  gibbet. 

"This  U  the  version  given  by  GcmKi,  Di'orio,  217-18.  On  the  20th  of  A«- 
gtiBt,  ITHO,  the  wrgeants  of  the  Corona  regiment  came  to  tlie  palace  to  placo 
on  the  viceroy's  sou's  shoulder  the  epaulet  of  a  second  sergeant.  Id.,  2441. 
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discuss  the  present  superiority  of  affairs  over  those 
of  Montezuma's  tioie,  referring  to  the  elements  pos- 
sessed by  the  country  to  become  an  independent  mon- 
archy. At  other  times  he  spoke  of  the  difficulties 
there  might  be  to  keep  up  uninterrupted  relations 
with  thfe  mother  country  in  future  wars  with  Eng- 
land or  France,  now  that  their  navies  were  becoming 
so  much  more  powerful  than  Spain's.  Then  he  would 
expatiate  on  the  need  the  Mexicans  had  of  erecting 
strong  fortifications  at  certain  points  in  the  interior, 
and  of  making  other  preparations,  so  that  they  could 
rely  on  their  own  resources  in  the  event  of  a  foreign 
invasion  when  Spain  could  afford  them  no  aid.  Thus 
he  would  hint,  hia  accusers  said,  that  Mexico  received 
no  benefits,  but  on  the  contrary  much  injury  from 
maritime  wars,  and  all  because  of  a  useless,  indefensi- 
ble, and  damaging  connection  with  Spain.  The  fre- 
quent social  gatherings  at  the  palace  and  at  private 
houses  are  said  to  have  afforded  him  opportunities 
for  quietly  promulgating  such  ideas.*'  Another 
chaise  advanced  against  the  count  is  that,  to  further 
gain  the  good-will  of  the  people,  he  invited  the  ayun- 
tamiento  of  the  capital  to  stand  sponsor  of  a  child 
soon  to  be  born,  and  which,  if  a  girl,  was  to  be  named 
Guadalupe  after  the  worshipped  patroness  of  the 
city.**  The  reconstruction  of  Chapultepec,  and  the 
peculiar  form  and  strength  given  it,  likewise  aroused 
suspicion.  It  was  not,  they  said,  a  palace  for  the 
viceroy's  pleasure,  but  a  masked  fortress,  or  a  citadel 

"Alflmnn  Beemg  to  give  credeoee  to  tbe  charges.  Ditrrt.,  iii.  npp.  74-8. 
OthcrB  Bay  that  letters  were  written  to  Spoin  blaming  Golvez  for  his  (lemo- 
cmtic  Ucniennor.  and  foretelling  a  revolution  like  that  of  the  United  States. 
ilmtamaiilt,  SiipUm.,  in  Cam,  Q'rttSiglot,  HI  05;  Rirrra,  Gob.  Mfi..  i.  457. 
and  others,  IIumboMt,  spcakiDg  on  the  snbject,  u  loath  to  give  credence  to 
the  charge.  Essai  PolH.,2(i3. 

"  Tho  i>erBoa  first  invited  to  be  godfather  waa  Fernando  Mangino,  super- 
intendent of  the  mint,  vho  conrtcously  gave  way  to  tlie  ayuntumicntoi  tbia 
was  after  the  city  conncil  eipreased  tho  wish,  the  father  being  already  dead. 
But  more  anon.  El  Iiidicador  tie  la  Fed.  Mex,,  iii.  170,  in  an  article  cither 
coDtribnted  to  or  copied  from,  and  also  appearing  in  Mora,  Bevol,  Mex.,  iii. 
SS9-00,  would  indicate  that  the  infant  in  question  viae  bom  in  tbe  vice- 
roy's lifetime,  when  there  is  evidence  beyond  donbt  that  it  was  a  posthumous 
child. 
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to  command  the  city.  The  expense  incurred  was 
large  and  disapproved  by  the  crown,  but  the  order 
came  out  when  it  could  not  annoy  Galvez.  If,  as 
charged,  the  viceroy  was  plotting  independence,  his 
rule  was  too  short  for  his  ambition. 

Others  scouted  the  imputation  of  treason,  and  said 
that  he  \f  ho,  like  his  father,  and  his  uncles  the  mar- 
ques de  Sonora,  and  Miguel  de  Galvez,  ambassador  at 
Berlin,  had  been  so  exceptionally  favored  by  their 
sovereign,  would  never  lend  himself  to  treasonable 
schemes;  and  further,  if  gratitude  would  not  deter 
him,  fear  of  the  consequences  would.  And  again,  if, 
as  the  count's  accusers  say,  his  ambiguous  behavior 
gave  rise  to  suspicion,  how  is  it  that  neither  the  sov- 
ereign, nor  his  ministers,  nor  the  audiencia  or  other 
authorities  in  New  Spain,  gave  information  of  it?" 

I  am  inclined  to  doubt  the  truth  of  any  charge  of 
treason,  and  for  the  following  reasons.  On  the  22d 
of  May  1786,  the  audiencia  sent  a  petition  to  the 
king  that  the  count  might  be  retained  at  the  head  of 
the  government  in  New  Spain,  recounting  his  merits 
and  services  to  the  crown.  Speaking  for  the  people 
of  Mexico  the  oidores  praise  his  benevolence;  the 
wisdom  of  his  measures  an  government;  in  the  subju- 

fation  of  hostile  Indians;  in  the  arrangement  and 
ivision  of  the  provincias  internas;  and  generally,  in 
everything  he  had  done,  all  which  they  declare  as  con- 
ducive to  the  public  welfare  and  happiness.  To  that 
petition  the  king  answered  on  the  18th  of  August 

firomising  to  retain  Galvez  as  viceroy  in  Mexico,"  so 
ong  as  he  miglit  not  be  more  urgently  needed  for 
other  duties.  The  idea  of  treason  seems  not  to  have 
occurred  to  any  one  at  the  time,  and  what  follows 

"  It  ii  stated  that  he  received  aevere  rebukes  from  the  crown  that  bo 
preyed  apoa  his  mind,  as  to  break  down  hU  health;  that  he  became  melan- 
choly, aod  serionBly  ill,  which  much  aknned  the  people,  and  prayers  were 
daily  ottered  is  almost  erery  houBehold  for  their  idolized  ruler  and  friend. 
BjulamaiiU,  Saplem..  in  Cava,  Trei  Siglot,  iii,  66. 

"'Pant  sntif&ccion  y  conanelo  do  sns  Vasalloa de N.  E.'  BeMla,  Rteop,, 
L  pret,  3-t 
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tends  only  to  disarm  the  impartial  observer  of  any 
suspicion. 

The  younff  viceroy  was  stricken  by  disease,  and  on 
the  9th  of  October  1786,  a  consultation  of  physicians 
took  place  at  the  palace.  On  the  13th  the  sacraments 
were  publicly  administered  to  him  in  the  presence  of 
the  archbishop,  curates  of  the  parishes,  religious  or- 
ders, and  courts.  The  dean  of  the  cathedral  chapter 
officiated."  On  the  Slst  the  patient  was  removed  to 
Tacubaya  in  a  litter,  hoping  benefit  from  the  change 
of  air.  On  the  8th  of  November,  feeling  his  end 
approaching,  he  executed  his  last  will,  hia  estate  being 
estimated  at  a  trifle  over  40,000  pesos.  Eight  days 
later,  the  16tb,  extreme  unction  was  administered. 
He  then  addressed  his  family  in  most  touching  terms, 
such  as  drew  tears  from  all  present.  On  the  morning 
of  the  30th  he  expired,  aged  about  38  years,  and  his 
remains  were  transferred  to  the  palace  in  the  city.** 

At  the  funeral,  on  the  4th  of  December,  the  high- 
est honors  Were  paid;  the  civil,  military,  and  ecclesi- 
astic authorities  and  the  people  contributing  to  the 
splendor  of  the  rites,  the  cathedral  chapter  defraying 
the  expenses.  The  body  was  deposited  temporarily  in 
the  cathedral  church." 

On  the  30th  of  November,  after  the  viceroy's  de- 
mise, the  audiencia,  who  had  chaise  of  afiairs  by  Gal- 
vez'  direction  since  the  16th,  took  formal  possession 
of  the  government,  no  pliego  de  providencia  having 
been  found,  and  the  regente  Eusebio  Sanchez  Pareja" 


1,  248. 

"It  hns  been  hinted  that  tie  court  got  rid  of  him  by  tneauB  of  pouon. 
Larui'Ui,  Dincuriot  Hi^.,  528.  Ifind  noovideiice  tosiiBtain  the  charge.  The 
nnanifcBtatiunB  of  Borrow  by  the  people  it  would  be  difficult  to  describe.  GtBt, 
deMix.  (1786-^7),  ii.  251-2. 

'*Later,  id  May  1TS7.  it  was  taken  to  the  S&n  Fernando  church,  and 
placed  near  that  of  Matfssde  Galrez.  Id.,  252-5;  Qomtz,  Diario,  212;  PaMi, 
Vt'".,  in  ilonum.  Dom.  Erp.,  MS.,  54. 

'"  This  geutlcman  when  on  oidor  of  Mexico  was  made  regente  of  the  audi. 
encia  of  Guadalajara,  being  the  iint  to  have  that  office,  which  he  hold  till 
1T8C,  when  he  became  the  third  regente  of  Mexico.  Rrtdta  ddulaa,  MS.,  ii. 
Iu9.     Eii  coUea^cB  in  the  govcmment  were  the  BBme  that  the  former  regente 
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acting  as  captain-general.  On  the  1st  of  December 
the  marques  de  Sonora,  ministro  universal  de  Indias, 
was  officially  apprised  of  these  occurrences,  and  of  the 
fact  that  the  commissions  issued  by  the  late  viceroy 
had  all  been  endorsed  by  the  present  ruler.  The 
audiencia  on  the  same  day  petitioned  the  king  to  ex- 
tend to  the  widow  and  her  children  the  utmost  liber- 
ality consistent  with  the  condition  of  the  royal 
treasury.  To  the  chief  secretary  of  state,  conde  de 
Floridablanca,  a  despatch  was  addressed,  to  be  for- 
warded post-haste  from  Cor  una,  with  the  object  of 
preparing  the  marques  de  Sonora  to  hear  of  his 
nephew's  death." 

December  12th  at  1:15  in  the  night,  the  vicereine 
gave  birth  to  a  girl,  who  was  christened  on  the  19th 
and  given  the  names  of  Maria  de  Guadalupe,  Ber- 
narda,  Felipa  de  Jesus,  Isabel,  Juana  Nepomucena, 
and  Felicitas,  to  which  was  added  afterward  that  of 
Fernanda,  as  a  compliment  to  one  of  the  sponsors. 
The  sponsors  were  the  *  nobilfsima  ciudad  de  Mdxico,' 
represented  by  the  corregidor  Colonel  Francisco 
Crespo,  a  knight  of  Santiago,  and  Josefa  Villanueva, 
wife  of  the  senior  oidor,  Jos^  Angel  de  Aguirre.  The 
godfather  at  the  confirmation  was  Fernando  Jos^ 
Mangino.  Both  baptism  and  confirmation  were  ad- 
ministered by  the  archbishop  on  the  same  day.^     On 

had  in  1785,  excepting  Luyano,  and  adding  Cosnie  de  Mier  y  Trespalacios  and 
Juan  Francisco  de  Anda.  Belena^  Becop.j  i.  pref.  4;  Ordenes  de  la  Corona^ 
MS.»iii.  57,  v.  4. 

^^  The  receipt  of  the  first  despatch  was  acknowledged  on  the  21st  of  Feb- 
ruary 1787,  conveying  the  king  s  sorrow  at  the  loss  of  so  valuable  a  subject. 
Floridablanca  on  the  27th  of  the  same  month  notified  his  colleague  of  the 
Indies  department,  of  the  king's  high  appreciation  of  the  late  count's  distin- 
ffuished  services,  and  that  provision  in  various  ways  had  been  decreed  for 
his  family.  According  to  the  marques  de  Sonora's  letter  of  February  28th 
to  his  niece,  that  provision  was  as  follows  :  to  the  countess  dowager,  so  long 
as  she  remained  a  widow,  the  yearly  pension,  tin  fjemjdnr,  of  50,000  reales 
de  vellon  ($2,500),  free  of  media  annata;  to  young  Miguel  de  Galvez,  heir  to 
the 'title,  the  encomienda  of  Bolafios  in  the  order  of  Calatrava;  and  to  the 
other  members  of  the  family  the  following  yearly  pensions:  to  the  T)08t- 
humous  child,  $650  if  a  boy,  or  $300  if  a  girl;  to  Matilda  de  Galvez  $300; 
and  to  the  half-sister,  Adelaida  Detrehan,  $200.  Beie^ay  Becop.,  pref.  7-10. 

^'  This  was  the  grandest  performance  of  the  kind  hitherto  witnessed  in 
Mexico.  The  city  presented  the  vicereine  a  pearl  necklace  of  the  value  of 
$11,000,  and  the  babe  another  worth  $4,000.     The  archbishop  and  Mangino 
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the  6th  of  May  1787,  came  an  order  from  the  crown 
to  pay  the  countess  dowager  30,000  pesos  for  her 
passage  to  Spain.  She  left  the  city  on  the  25th  with 
her  four  children.^  According  to  Gomez,  Diario,  298, 
on  the  10th  of  June,  1788,  the  residencia  of  the  late 
viceroy  was  published  with  Uttle  formality,  forty  days 
being  allowed  within  which  to  present  charges  to  his 
successor, 

each  gave  a  gold  plate,  spoon,  knife,  and  fork.  The  vicereine  returned  the 
compliment  bv  presenting  ner  comadre  the  material  for  a  dress  worth  $1,000; 
to  the  archbishop  she  cave  a  gold  box  garnished  with  emeralds  and  a  pectoral 
of  diamonds;  to  Mangino  very  rich  and  special  material  for  two  dresses;  and 
to  the  corregidor,  a  cane  with  a  gold  head  garnished  with  diamonds.  March 
7,  1787,  was  the  first  day  that  the  vicereine  showed  herself  in  the  streets  with 
her  guard  of  honor,  since  her  husband's  death.  She  attended  church  with 
her  two  sisters  and  children.  The  palace  guard  paid  her  military  honors,  the 
same  as  when  her  husband  lived.  Oomez,  Diario,  252-3,  261.  The  two  sisters 
alK>ve  alluded  to  were  Victoria  and  Mariana  de  Saint  Maxent;  both  were 
married,  the  former  to  Juan  Antonio  de  Riatio,  and  the  latter  to  Manuel  de 
Flon,  afterward  conde  de  la  Cadena.  Both  husbands  were  killed  in  the  war 
of  independence.  Ataman,  Hist.  Mej.,  i.  75. 

^  She  was  accompanied  as  far  as  Vera  Cruz  by  the  new  superintendent  of 
the  mint,  Francisco  Fernandez  de  C6rdoba,  and  the  secretary  of  the  vioeroy- 
alty,  Fernando  de  Cdrdoba.  On  the  9th  of  June  she  sailed  from  Vera  Cruz 
on  the  ship  El  Astuto.  Oomez,  Diario,  270-1,  274,  276;  Belena,  Becop,,  i, 
pref.  5. 
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colonels  and  lieutenant-colonels,  and  the  inspector 
might  select  the  other  officers  with  the  viceroy's 
sanction.  The  only  able-bodied  men  excluded  from 
the  ranks  were  negroes  and  Indians.  The  castas,  or 
various  grades  of  mixed  breeds,  might  be  admitted  to 
the  number  of  one  third  in  each  company,  and  regi- 
ments of  any  certain  color  might  be  formed.*  The 
different  localities  were  to  pay  for  the  clothing  and 
other  needed  articles,  the  government  furnishing 
arms. 

The  two  companies  of  the  viceroy's  guard  were 
mustered  out  of  service,  and  the  palace  was  thereafter 
guarded  by  the  troops  of  the  garrison,  the  halberdiers 
>e\ug  retained.'  Dissension  soon  arose  between  the 
viceroy  and  General  Villalba,  the  latter  assuming  in- 
dependent powers,  in  which  he  seemed  to  have  been 
upheld  by  some  of  the  officers  brought  by  him  from 
Spain,®  and  even  failed  to  pay  the  viceroy  honors  that 
were  due  him.  His  course  was  disapproved  by  the 
crown,  and  an  order  issued  for  him  and  the  mariscales 
Zayas  and  Kicardos  to  return  to  Spain.® 

*  The  pTOvincial  regiments  were  intended  to  replace  the  old  urban  com- 
panies. Colored  men  serving  in  them  were  exempted  from  personal  taxation. 
Ordenes  de  la  Conma^  MS.,  i.  134-5.  All  military  officers  were  exempt  from 
taxation  by  royal  decree  of  May  4,  1760.  Providenciaa  RecUes,  MS.,  62.  The 
task  of  raising  white  troops  was  not  an  easy  one.  As  late  as  1775,  a  committee 
appointed  by  the  government  to  aid  in  developing  the  military  defences,  de- 
clared both  the  old  Spaniards  and  their  descen&nts  unreliable ;  for  at  the 
least  nmior  of  war  they  would  disappear,  there  being  in  them  none  of  the  old 
Eoman  or  Greek  spirit.  Plan  de  Ikfenm,  MS.,  424,  m  Col.  Diar,  The  white 
natives  had  no  taste  for  the  military  service.  Of  the  enlisted  men  many  de- 
serted, despite  the  measures  adopted  from  time  to  time,  between  1773  and 
1810,  to  uphold  discipline,  and  to  check  vice  and  desertions,  and  other  viola- 
tion of  the  articles  of  war,  which  were  not  very  successful.  ReaUa  Ordenes^  i. 
254-8;  ArrUlaga,  Recop,  (1836),  323-4,  (1839),  298-300;  Oaz,  Mix.  (1788-9), 
iii.  339-41;  (1792-3),  v.  529-31;  (1802-3),  xi.  37-8,  211-15;  RevUla  Oigedo, 
Bandos,  ii.  no.  6;  Diario  M^.,  ix.  319-20,  xiiL  505-6.  It  is  not  surprising 
that  desertions  were  common  when  we  consider  that  the  government  forced 
and  accepted  into  the  service  some  very  bad  characters.  Real  Cidida  (May  7, 
1775),  in  Cedulario,  MS.,  iii.  15-23;  Estalia,  xxvi.  334^.  The  natives  either 
could  not  endure  the  strict  discipline,  or  disliked  the  dress  or  food^^  or  mav 
be,  *el  aseo,  como  poco  acostumbrados  ^  €\  desde  su  nacimiento.*  VtUarroelt 
Enferm.  PolU.,  in  Buatamante,  Voz  de  la  Patria,  v.  166-7. 

^ReaUs  C^ulas,  MS.,  i.  10. 

®  A  colonel  was  suspended  and  placed  under  arrest  in  consequence,  and 
was  released  and  reinstated  only  by  OrufUas'  successor.  Vir.  Inslruc.,  MS., 
Ist  ser.  no.  9,  1-8. 

•The  marques  de  Rubl  was  sent  to  inspect  the  provincias  intemas,  and 
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force,  both  of  regular  and  provincial  troops,  had  been 
reduced  to  4,767  men." 

Having  thus  spoken  of  the  regular  force  in  Mexico, 
I  have  to  add  a  few  remarks  on  the  provincial  and 
urban  organizations.  Each  infantry  regiment  had  two 
battalions,  and  each  battalion^^  five  companies,  includ- 
ing that  of  gr^adiers.  The  effective  force  in  time  of 
peace  was  825  rank  and  file,  and  in  time  of  war  1,350. 
Each  cavalry  regiment  had  four  squadrons  with  361 
men  in  time  of  peace,  and  617  in  time  of  wm".  The 
conscription  age  was  from  14  to  40  years  inclusive, 
taken  farst  from  the  unmarried  men;  but  if  the  able- 
bodied  of  a  district  did  not  cover  the  requisition,  then 
the  married  were  conscripted.  Officers'  commissions 
were  given  by  the  viceroy,  subject  to  confirmation  by 
the  crown."  The  provincial  regiments  already  organ- 
ized were  disbanded  about  1 788  by  the  conde  de  Revilla 
Gigedo,  and  their  arms  taken  to  the  royal  warehouses 
in  Mexico,  Parole,  and  Vera  Cruz.  They  were,  how- 
ever, restored  by  his  successor  after  1794."    It  was 

dition  ot  BaTkjd,  where,  by  the  'colwT^f*  de  nn  oficial  eitrangero,'  the  honor 
of  one  ol  them  niffered.  The;  mdoslly  returned  to  Mexico  ■ereral  years 
after,  almost  skeletonB.  GeDeraTApodaoi  brought  the  Puebl»  tnd  ooe  fasit- 
talion  of  the  MAiico  very  macb  reduced.  Thoae  troops  coat  a  peat  deal 
of  money,  and  did  no  useful  service  to  Mewco,  ButlamanU,  ifedklat,  MS., 
05-(S.  It  was  not  the  Snt  time  that  Mexico  sent  military  aaaiBtance  to  another 
Spaniih  colony.  In  ITB1<  news  having  come  that  hostile  Indians  were  attempt- 
ing  to  capture  the  fort  at  Faniacola,  '200  infantry  and  some  artillerymen  under 
command  of  Colonel  Luis  Ortiz  Parrilla  was  sent  there,  who  arrived  in  season, 
and  the  difficulty  was  terminated  witboat  bloodshed.  Panet,  Vir.,  in  Moaum. 
Dom.  Eap.,  MS.,  119. 

"  Certainly  not  enough  for  gonenil  defence,  though  the  conde  de  Revilla 
Gigedo  had  deemed  a  larger  force  unnecessary.  Branciforte,  Irutruc,  MS., 
13-14.  He  thus  decided  against  the  order  of  the  ooart;  hut  finally  organized 
the  first  BatSiiloQ  Fijo  de  \  era  Crui,  which  was  later  increased  till  in  1809  it 
had  three  battalions.  Bitilamavlr,  Mtdidm,  MS.,  56.  The  eame  viceroy  in 
1792  had  two  companies  of  light  infantry  created,  each  with  three  officers, 
and  eighty  men  rank  and  file,  coating  for  the  two  oompanies  |37,8IS  per  year. 
Sevilla  Oi'jfdo,  Bandot,  no.  69. 

"  A  royal  order  of  1 798  placed  each  battalion  nnder  a  lieatmkant-colonel. 
ArriUaqa,  ilerop.  (1830-6),  608-9. 

"DiaHo,  J/M.,  V.  162-320,  380,  554;  vL  12-32,  15»-376i  tu.  48-254;  viiL 
JI2,  414;  ii.  648.  Orm.  Mfx.  (1TS4),  i.  199,  287-8.  Rivera,  UUL  Jalapa,  L 
180,  aeaerta  that  the  nominationa,  made  by  the  aynntamientoa,  were  often 
awarded  for  money  to  the  higheet  bidders,  though  in  tooie  instances  the 
money  was  applied  to  the  fitting-out  ot  the  forces. 

■°In  1798  was  oraanized  the  Michoacan  dragoon  reg^ntt, and  a  small 
company  near  Cwa  Saa  Lacats  In  Lower  California.  Ataiita,  Inttntc.,  MS., 
172-3,  187. 
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officially  stated  that  the  work  met  with  no  obstacles. 
Men  voluntarily  enlisted,  and  wealthy  persona  aided 
with  their  pecuniary  means." 

After  completing  the  organization  of  the  provincial 
regiments,  the  government  had  of  these  troops  about 
10,000  men,  which,  added  to  5,000  of  the  regular  force, 
made  15,000,  of  whom  about  4,000  were  light  cav- 
alry and  dragoons,  and  the  rest  infantry.  There 
were  also  three  companies  of  artillerymen,"  muster- 
ing about  400,  the  companies  of  negroes  and  colored 
men  of  Vera  Cruz,  one  battalion  of  mfantry,  and  two 
companies  of  volunteers  in  the  same  city." 

**  Th«  wealtbr  contribnted  not  only  money  bat  gave  their  own  and  their 

wm«'  Bervico.   Ora.  Hix.  (1795),  vii.   7-8,  14-16,   22-4,  3S-6,  06-8,   95^ 
1 19-20,  174-8.    The  marqn^  de  BraiiciforM  wu  prompted  by  his  msatiable 
e  rather  than  by  loyalty.     He  Hold  commuaions  at  bis  own  pricea,  pre- 


tending to  apply  the  moaoy  to  the  purchase  of  arms  for  the  ragimonta,  which 
he  never  dici.    The  purchaserB  wanted  the  faero  mihtar,  so  aa  nc' 
the  jarudiction  of  the  comnion  law  courts.    They  were  of  little  oi 


„  d^s  came.  Buntamanle,  Malidat,  M%.,  hi. 

"TheartiUery  corps,  down  to  the  end  of  the  Spanish  domination,  cotuisted 
of  afcwreguUr  and  provincial  com  nan  ies,  there  being  a  verr  limited  nnmber 
of  fortified  places  and  some  poor  redoubts  on  the  coasta  and  frontiers.  The 
sab-inspection  was  in  charge  of  the  Ticeroy,  and  the  direct  command  under 
an  officer  sent  from  Spain.  The  factories  and  everything  connected  with  this 
branch  of  the  service  were  finally  governed  by  the  regulation  of  December  1(\ 
1807.  Mtx.  Hem.  Outrra,  18SS,  10. 

" Brane^forte,  IiMrtie.,  MS.,  22-3.  The  following  list  appears  in  in 
official  work;  Infantry  regiments:  Mfljico,  Puebla,  Tia8C»l»,  Cordoba,  Ori- 
Eaba,  and  Jalapa  (the  last  three  places  forming  one),  ValladoLid,  Celaya,  and 
Toluca;  battalions  of  Guanajuato  and  Oajaca,  412  men  each;  militia  of  Ta- 
basco, 9  companies  of  free  colored  m^n,  and  one  of  cavalry  of  Spanish  volun- 
teers, 1,018  strongi  22  companies  mixed  of  infantry  and  cavalij  on  tha 
Meiican  Gulf  coasts;  2  companies  of  negroes  and  colored  men  of  Vera  Gnu; 
light  cavalry  regimente,  Saatiuco  de  QuerStaro  and  Principe;  dragoon  regi- 
ments,  Puebla,  San  Luis,  San  Clrloe;  dragoons  de  la  S«ina;  lancers  of  Vers 
Crui;  dragoons  of  Michoacan;  cavalry  on  the  frontier  of  Sierra  Gorda;  dra- 
goons on  the  frontier  of  Son  Lnis  de  Colotlan,  being  9  companies  witii  720 
men;  cavalry  on  the  frontier  of  the  colony  of  Nuevo  Santaiider,  being  6 
companies  with  3(iO  men.  In  Yucatan,  one  battalion  of  volunteers  of  M^ridA, 
another  of  whites  of  Campeche ;  2  divieions  of  colored  sharp-shooters  of  M^da 
and  Campeche,  each  division  with  8  companies.  Colim,  Jiizgadot  itilit.,  ii. 
6:27-8.  In  forming  the  urban  companies  of  Vera  Cnia  it  Was  agreed  that 
when  necessary  the  citizens  should  be  armed,  the  ayuntamiento  furnishing 
600  men,  and  the  real  consulodo  600  more,  for  whom  the  government  pro- 
vided 1,000 muskets.  Amnia.  /iiniruc,  MS,,  172-3;  Margvina,  Inatruc.  (1S03), 
i-a  In'lruc.  Vir.,  184.  Humboldt,  Ewai  PolU..  ii  811-25;  Jd.,  Veimtch,  v. 
30-Sl,  65.  gives  in  1804:  reguUr  force,  9,919,  and  militU,  22,277,  adding  that 
of  the  32,196  the  number  of  disciplined  troops  scarcely  amounted  to  8,000 
or  10,000,  of  whom  3,000  or  4,000  had  considerable  military  experience, 
namely,  the  cavalry  stationed  in  Sonoia,  Nuava  Vizcaya,  and  Nueva  Gallcia, 
nearly  all  of  whom  were  natives  of  the  northern  provinces — tall,  robust  moun- 
taineers, accustomed  to  all  weathers  and  hardehips.     Humboldt,  Tabla  Etiar 
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Let  US  now  examine  the  special  military  organiza- 
tion of  the  provincias  internas,  some  of  which  were  at 
all  times  immediately  dependent  on  the  viceroyalty  of 
New  Spain,  others  being  under  a  government  of  their 
own.  The  expenses  incurred  by  the  twenty  presidios 
and  three  flying  companies  existing  in  1721,  amounted 
to  370,000  pesos  per  annum.  But  though  the  treas- 
ury had  every  year  paid  out  the  full  amount,  the  sol- 
diers were  defrauded  of  a  large  portion  of  their  pay.^ 
Other  abuses  were  also  committed,  such  as  employ mg 
the  soldiers  away  from  their  presidios  in  working 
mines  or  herding  cattle  for  their  captains'  profit. 
OflScers  had  been  sometimes  despatched  by  the  vice- 
roys to  inspect  and  report  upon  the  presidios,  but  no 
advantage  had  been  gained,  and  matters  had  gone 
from  bad  to  worse  till  a  complete  demoralization  pre- 
vailed. Moreover,  as  the  population  had  in  some 
parts  increased,  a  number  of  the  presidios  had  become 

dMica^  MS.,  65-6,  a  copy  of  which  is  said  to  have  been  left  by  the  author  in 
the  archives  of  the  viceroyalty,  ^ves  the  whole  force  in  1803  as  follows: 
regular  troops  0,924,  provincial  militia  21,951,  urban  militia  1,059.  The  levy 
of  recruits  he  declared  to  be  excessive  for  the  population.  Eaftai  PolU,y  i.  273. 
**  June  27,  1608,  the  king  decreed  that  tne  payment  of  the  presidios 
should  be  punctual  every  four  months.  Recop.<,  Ind.,  i.  695-6,  612.  Tho 
crown  had  from  time  to  time  issued  orders  tending  to  the  efficiency  of  the 
service  in  the  presidios,  and  providing  for  the  welfare  of  the  men.  The  fol- 
lowing are  some  of  them :  Every  officer  or  private  soldier,  before  an  expedi- 
tion started,  might  with  a  proper  modesty  appear  before  his  superior,  and 
express  his  opinion,  and  any  difficulties  he  might  foresee.  If  his  remarks 
were  well  founded  they  must  be  heeded;  any  neglect  of  the  same  made  the 
superior  amenable  to  a  fine  of  500  ducados.  See  royal  decree  of  1622.  Vacan- 
cies occurring  in  the  office  of  captain  of  presidios  were  to  be  provisionally 
filled  by  the  captain -general;  after  which  the  names  of  three  officers  compe- 
tent for  the  position  were  to  be  sent  to  the  king  accompanied  with  a  statement 
of  the  services  and  qualifications  of  each ;  the  appointment  would  then  be 
made  from  the  tema,  Mulattoes,  negroes,  and  mestizos  were  not  to  be  ac- 
cepted as  soldiers  in  the  presidios.  No  soldier  was  to  be  dismissed  the  serv- 
ice without  a  just  cause.  Id.,  597,  600-2.  In  1688  and  1690  the  presidios 
had  been  fully  supplied  with  men,  arms,  and  ammunition.  Those  on  the 
northern  coast  haa  not  been  neglected.  In  former  years  each  presidio  had 
to  send  a  well  paid  agent  to  Mexico  for  its  supplies,  who,  after  dancing  at- 
tendance on  and  paying  much  reverence  to  the  officials,  obtained  and  took 
away  the  goods  to  his  presidio,  at  the  risk  of  being  plundered  on  the  way  by 
Indian  raiders.  Under  royal  orders  of  1643,  1663,  1664,  and  1672,  the  vice- 
roys were  to  attend  to  those  supplies,  the  treasury  officials  having  little  to  do 
in  the  matter.  These  injunctions  had  been  overlooked.  But  in  1688  the 
sUuados  were  taken  in  coin  to  those  presidios  by  the  armada  de  barlovento. 
Sigiienza  y  Odngora,  Carta  al  Almirante^  MS.,  4;  Motitemayor^  SvmarioSf 
184-91. 
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unnecessary.  Viceroy  CaBafuerte  recommended  the 
promotion  of  Colonel  Pedro  de  Rivera  to  the  rank  of 
brigadier,  and  his  appointment  as  special  inspector 
and  regulator  of  presidios,  which  was  done  by  the 
sovereign  in  1724.  Accompanied  by  the  lieutenant- 
colonel  of  engineers,  Francisco  Alvarez  Barreiro,  who 
was  to  make  plans,  Rivera  proceeded  on  his  mission* 
The  task  occupied  him  four  years,  during  which  time 
he  journeyed  three  thousand  leagues,  and  reorganized 
the  presidios  in  the  best  possible  manner.  The  gov- 
ernment Gazeta  of  June  1728  mentions  his  return  to 
Mexico  from  his  arduous  labors,  when  he  made  his 
report  to  the  viceroy.^ 

In  1729  the  number  of  presidios  was  fixed  at  twenty, 
that  of  New  Mexico  being  the  most  distant,  with  sev- 
enty-seven men  and  three  commissioned  officers.  On 
the  20th  of  April  was  issued  the  new  reglamen  to,  under 
which  the  annual  expenditure  for  such  troops  was  re- 
duced from  444,883  pesos  to  283,930  pesos;  the  prices 
of  goods  and  provisions  sold  to  the  soldiers  were  fixed, 
and  captains  of  presidios  were  required  to  reside  per- 
manently in  their  presidios.  The  law  also  prescribed 
the  circumstances  under  which  Indians  might  be  aided 
against  hostile  tribes.** 

The  king,  accepting  the  viceroy's  suggestions,  de- 

^  Rivera,  Diario  y  Derrotero,  1-76.  In  October,  1727,  the  king  had  or- 
dered the  establishment  of  a  presidio  at  the  Real  de  Boca  de  Leones  in  Nuevo 
Leon  with  a  corporal  and  fourteen  men,  which  were  later  increased  to  25.  Neio 
Mex.,  C^dulas,  MS. ,  245-7.    In  1728  a  full  report  was  called  for  by  the  crown 

ra  all  the  presidios,  and  the  force  each  could  rely  on  both  paid  and  unpaid; 
upon  armament  of  all  kinds,  etc.  Id. ,  324-31. 
^  It  also  marked  out  the  course  of  dutv  for  each  man  in  the  preflddio,  and 
the  discipline  to  be  maintained,  hittrue,  formada  en  virtud  de  Heal  Orden,  9; 
iV>M7  Mex.,  C^dulas,  MS.,  335-7;  Zamoray  Bib,  Leg,  UlL,  iv.  284;  Escudero^ 
Son.  y  Sin,,  61-2,  70;  Ar^v<Uo,  Compend.,  228.  Mota  PadiUa,  Conq,  N,  Oal, 
177,  speaking  on  the  subject  about  1742  gives  the  presidios  then  existing, 
namely:  Nayarit,  Durango,  £1  Pasage,  £1  Gallo,  Mapimi,  Cerro  Gordo,  San 
Bartolo,  Conchos,  Nuevo  Mexico,  £1  Paso,  Janoe,  Fronteras,  Sinaloa,  Adais, 
Texas,  Bahia  del  £spiritu  Santo,  San  Antonio  de  B^jar,  Rio  del  Norte,  Coa« 
huila,  Cerralvo,  Oadereita,  and  the  force  at  Saltillo,  with  a  total  force  of  846 
officers,  rank  and  file.  In  1754  frontier  presidios  were  ordered  to  have  each 
four  swivel  guns,  and  50  muskets  with  the  rec^uisite  ammunition,  lances, 
shields,  etc.  Sixteen  articles  were  issued  for  their  rule.  Ditches,  ramparts, 
and  stockades  were  to  be  erected.  Instrue,  Vireyes,  20.  In  1755  £ngineer 
Cumaras  Altas  was  sent  to  make  a  thorough  map  of  the  northern  frontiers  of 
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the  troops ;  and  the  mode  of  choosing  habilitados  and 
rendering  them  effective. 

It  will  be  unnecessary  to  dwell  here  on  the  presidios 
of  the  country  north  of  Durango,  as  they  will  be 
fully  treated  of  in  other  volumes.^  The  presidios  of 
Monterey  and  Nayarit  were  suppressed,  placing  in 
lieu  of  the  former  two  salvaguardias  in  each  of  the 
eight  missions  of  Nuevo  Leon,  and  seven  salvaguar- 
dias in  lieu  of  the  latter.^ 

It  was  Rubf's  report  on  the  secure  condition  of 
Nuevo  Leon  that  induced  the  suppression  of  the  pre- 
sidio of  Monterey.  It  was  ill-founded,  for  in  1774 
the  country  was  overrun  by  natives.  The  coman- 
dante  of  the  presidios,  Hugo  O'Connor,  came  to  the 
rescue,  and  a  detachment  was  stationed  at  Punta  de 
Lampazos,**  which  place  was  made  stronger.  Subse- 
quently, in  1783,  an  attempt  was  made  to  increase  the 
K)rce  in  Nuevo  Leon,  but  Colonel  Juan  de  Ugalde, 
late  governor  of  Coahuila,  strenuously  opposed  it,  as 
expensive,  burdensome  in  every  way,  and  useless,  for 
Nuevo  Leon  being  in  the  rear  of  Coahuila  could  be 
of  no  assistance  to  other  provinces  if  assailed.®^  The 
people  of  Nuevo  Leon,  however,  were  all  armed.  In 
1795  there  were  twenty-two  companies  of  militia  well 
equipped.**    The  total  military  force  in  1786  in  the 

*^JJist,  North  Mex,  States,  i.;  Hist,  Cal,,  L-v.;  Hist,  New  Mex,  and  AH- 
tonaj  passim,  this  series. 

^The  rcglamento  was  carried  out  in  Nayarit  in  1773,  a  detachment  of 
the  Catalan  volunteers  placed  there,  and  Pedro  Albemi,  then  a  subaltern, 
made  a  captain  and  comaudante.     A  subaltern  officer,  sergeant,  and  fourteen 

yrivates  were  also  stationed  at  the  mesa  de  TonatL  liq/L  6  Instnic,  Presid,, 
27-9;  Laba,  Irtformc,  in  Pinart,  Col,  Doc.  Mex,,  208;  Nayarit,  In  forme  dt  la 
Aud,  de  Ouadal.,  in  Id.,  75.  In  1792-3  Jalisco  and  Nayant  were  aef ended  by 
nine  companies  of  dragoons.  The  governor  at  San  Luis  Colotlan  was  ex  oihcio 
their  commander,  and  resided  at  Real  de  Bolafios.  There  were  two  adjutants, 
one  with  the  governor,  and  the  other  at  the  mesa  de  Tonati  as  lieutenant-gov- 
ernor of  the  province  of  Nayarit.  RevUla  Gigedo,  Bandos,  no.  80. 

*^ Humboldt,  Essai  PolU,,  ii  812. 

^^  Ugalde,  Doc,,  MS.,  19^24.  In  1786,  Ugalde,  as  governor  and  coman- 
dante  of  Coahuila,  Texas,  Nuevo  Leon,  and  Santander,  materially  reduced 
their  force  and  offered  to  protect  Saltillo  and  Parras.  Instruc.,  Uijarte,  39-40. 

'■^  The  people  knew  of  the  king  and  viceroy  only  by  hearsay.  Govemora 
were  sent  out  from  Mexico  every  four  or  five  years,  who  at  the  expiration  of 
their  terms  remained  in  the  country.  It  was  not  uncommon  to  sec  an  ex -gov- 
ernor acting  as  alcalde  or  regidor.  Gonzalez,  Apunies,  in  iSoc.  Alex,  Geog.^ 
Boletin,  3a  ^p.,  L  238. 
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organized  seven  infantry  regiments  of  two  battalions 
each,  namely,  Mexico,  Puebla,  Tlascala,  Orizaba,  Cor- 
doba, Jalapa,  Toluea,  Celaya,  and  Valladolid.  There 
were  likewise  three  separate  battalions,  named  re- 
spectively  Guanajuato,  Oajaca,  and  Guadalajara.  Each 
battalion  had  an  effective  force  of  825  men,  the  total 
being  14,000,  to  which  were  to  be  added  the  two  urban 
battalions  of  Mexico  and  Puebla,  having  together 
930  men. 

The  cavalry  consisted  of  eight  raiments,  namely, 
Quer^taro,  Prfneipe,  Reina  in  Guanajuato,  Puebla, 
San  Luis,  San  CArlos  in  the  province  of  San  Luis, 
Michoacan,  or  Pitzcuaro,  and  Aguas  Calientes;  each 
of  which  had  four  squadrons  of  361  men  in  time 
of  peace,  and  517  in  time  of  war,  making  a  total  of 
4,936  dragoons.  In  the  vicinity  of  Vera  Cruz  was 
a  body  of  1,000  lancers;  there  were  three  other  bodies 
for  the  protection  of  the  old  frontiers  of  Sierra  Gorda, 
Colotlan,  and  Nuevo  Santander,  with  1,320  men,  and 
an  urban  squadron  in  Mexico  with  200  men. 

The  troops  for  guarding  the  coasts  were  in  detached 
companies  at  different  places,  forming  mixed  divisions 
of  infantry  and  cavalry,  with  little  discipline,  and  not 
even  a  uniform.  They  were  useful,  however,  in  their 
respective  sections.  Five  of  them  were  on  the  gulf 
border,  and  with  the  two  companies  of  negroes  and 
colored  men  of  Vera  Cruz  made  up  a  force  of  3,400.** 
On  the  Pacific  were  seven  companies  consisting  of 
3,750  men.  The  total  force  of  provincial  militia,  both 
infantry  and  cavalry,  together  with  the  seven  com- 
panies of  militia  artillery  at  Vera  Cruz  and  other 
points  of  the  coasts,  when  complete  and  on  a  war  foot- 
ing, which  never  occurred,  would  have  made  29,411 
men;*"  but  deducting  7,200  of  the  coast  guard,  who 
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the  isle  of  San  Juan  de  Uliia  was  the  key  of  New 
Spain,  and  the  object  of  special  solicitude.**  Efforts 
were  made  and  means  supplied  in  order  to  put  the 
defences  in  a  condition  to  resist  attacks.^  The  forma- 
tion of  plans  and  the  building  of  a  new  fortress  were 
in  charge  of  Captain  Jaime  Franck.  Objection  having 
been  made  to  the  work,  the  subject  was  laid  before 
certain  officials  for  their  opinion.*^ 

When  a  portion  of  the  fortress  was  constructed,  a 
small  garrison  was  placed  there  under  an  officer  who 
bore  the  title  of  castellanOy  subordinate  to  the  gov- 
ernor of  the  town.  In  the  course  of  years  the  title 
was  changed  to  teniente  rey,  and  the  officer  succeeded 
the  governor  at  his  death  or  absence.  Both  officers 
had  high  military  rank,  the  governor  having  charge 
of  the  garrisons  of  Uliia  and  Vera  Cruz.*^ 

The  fortifications  on  San  Juan  de  Uliia  were  in 
1767  strengthened  with  cannon  brought  from  Spain." 

creet  as  well  as  energetic  and  brave,  and  thus  make  themselves  feared,  *para 
cobrar  repntacion,  pues  esto  bastard  &  atemorizar  los  dnimoe  de  los  oosanos. ' 
Heccp,  Ind,,  i.  260-1,  567-617. 

'^From  1648  to  1673  the  place  was  well  supplied  with  means  of  defence 
Eepairs  were  begun  in  1671.  The  commander  proposed  a  plan  of  fortification 
involving  heavy  expense,  but  affording  great  strength.  It  was  referred  to  the 
king.  After  some  changes  of  policv  in  regard  to  the  garrison,  it  was  decided 
finally  in  1670  and  1671  to  keep  a  force  there  of  about  300  men.  The  white 
militia  and  the  companies  of  free  negroes  and  mulattoes  were  tolerably  well 
disciplined.  During  the  vears  above  mentioned  there  were  expended  upon 
San  Juan  de  Uliia  $403,278,  besides  $183,914  on  other  defences,  and  for  men, 
war  materials,  etc  Mancerc^  Inatruc.^  in  Doc,  In6d.^  xxi.  490-3.  Money  was 
being  constantly  spent  on  supplies  for  the  defences.  MontemayoTf  Svmai'ios^ 
188-9. 

'^  Sigfienza  y  G6ngora  was  very  sanfpiine  in  1692,  when  he  said  that  the 
new  fortress  of  San  Juaft  de  Uli!ia  was  m  a  good  condition  to  defend  the  port, 
and  all  accomplished  within  a  few  months  at  a  moderate  expenditure.  Carta 
cd  Almirante,  mS.,  39. 

^^  Several  of  the  persons  consulted  eluded  the  responsibility.  The  mathe- 
matician SigUenza  v  G6ngora  recommended  that  no  change  should  be  made, 
considering  the  defences  almost  impregnable,  though  chiefly  from  the  nat- 
ural strength  of  the  position.  MemoriaTy  in  Morfi,  Col.  Doc,  i.  211,  223-39. 

^Till  aoout  the  middle  of  the  18th  century  the  garrisons  of  the  city  and 
castle  had  been  necessarily  small,  but  always  being  gradually  increased.  In 
1727  there  were  in  the  fort,  besides  the  castellano,  one  major,  one  alf^rez,  one 
surgeon,  and  153  rank  and  file  of  infantry,  one  captain  and  101  rank  and  file 
of  artillerists.  The  captains  were  enjoined  to  swell  their  ranks  with  Span- 
iards from  the  mother  country,  and  if  possible  with  veterans,  but  as  the  sons 
of  Spaniards  bom  in  Mexico  could  not  be  prudently  excluded  *  se  permitia 
que  en  cada  compauia  pudiera  haber  catorce,  y  nada  mas.'  Lerdo  de  Tejadckf 
Apvntes  Hist,,  384. 

*'^  The  same  year  was  put  up  in  Tacubaya  a  factory  for  cannon;  and  the 
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The  use  of  the  native  militia  of  the  coast,  who  were 
good  laticera  and  inured  to  the  climate,  was  strongly 
recommended,  it  being  added  that  the  regular  troops 
might  be  stationed  in  cool  localities,  and  the  officers 
mate  themselves  familiar  with  the  country."  Finally, 
in  1800,  the  government  was  still  engaged  in  providing 
for  the  security  of  Vera  Cruz,  largely  supplying  the 
fortress  with  provisions  and  war  material,"  and  build- 
ing an  extensive  hospital.  The  two  cavalry  regi- 
ments were  reenforced,  and  barracks  erected  at 
Buenavista;  but  experience  soon  proved  the  place 
sickly,  and  the  troops  were  removed  after  sustaming 
some  loss  of  life.**  A  considerable  number  of  armed 
launches  and  gunboats  were  also  provided.  In  1806, 
at  the  suggestion  of  the  Spanish  generalissimo,  the 
principe  de  la  Paz,  viceroys  and  captain-generals  in 
America  were  ordered  by  the  king  to  ask  for  means 
of  defence  only  in  moderation,  and  they  were  to 
remind  him  at  the  end  of  each  year,  avoiding  repeti- 
tions." They  were  to  employ  the  means  at  their 
disposal,  bringing  into  moderate  requisition  whatever 
the  country  afforded.  If  they  failed  so  to  do,  and 
reverses  occurred,  they  would  be  held  accountable, 
and  the  fact  of  not  having  been  allowed  what  they 
had  called  for  from  the  crown  would  not  serve  as  an 
excuse.     The  half-witted  Carlos  IV.  was  in  this  as 

called  for  krge  sappliea  in  and  ont  of  Son  Juan  de  UlAa;  and  a  gatrbon  of 
1670  men,  including  tba  goverDor  and  hiB  Htaff,  attache  of  the  coTemment, 
and  the  military  force,  hoipital,  etc.  Alotuio,  Plan  de  D^aua,  MS.,  508-48, 

"Costanwf.  BeeomxAm.,  MS.,  GM-«14,  in  Id. 

"  In  1704  the  annament  of  tbe  fortrew,  town,  and  batteriea  of  AlTaiado 
:and  Mocambo  coniisted  of  132  brass  pieces  of  varioas  calibres,  173  iron 
pieces,  IT  brass  and  four  iron  mortars.  Many  of  them  were  old-fashioned 
and  should  have  Ijeen  excluded.  Revilla  Oigrdo,  Inttruc,  MS.,  i.  G34-7; 
F(orf»,  Instrve.,  MS.,  29-30.  In  1799  the  fortress  had  120  cannons  and  three 
mortal's,  besides  a  handsome  lower  battery,  built  in  the  latest  style,  to  defend 
the  two  channels  to  the  north  and  south-east.  EataUa,  xxvii.  59. 

"The  climate  of  Vera  Cruz  was  deadly  for  troops;  aod  the  force  stationed 
in  the  nearest  healthy  towns,  owing  Ui  distances  and  diffiimlt  roads,  could 
not  be  counted  on  to  meet  a  sudden  attaclc.  Ataiiia,  Inslruc.,  MS.,  159-63, 
16C-71. 

**'Con  una  modencion  prudente  lo  q  haga  falta  en  so  distrito. ..estai 
repeticiones  liacen  vulgftres  laa  coaas.'  Ceaulario,  MS,,  iv.  24;  Zttmorn,  Bib. 
Ua-  Vlt.,  V.  503. 
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in  everything  the  tool  of  his  wily  and  avaricious 
counsellor. 

Yucatan  had  not  been  neglected.  Not  only  had 
troops  been  provided  for  her  defence  as  early  as  1645,*^ 
but  in  1672  forts  were  ordered  by  the  king  to  be 
built,  and  garrisons  placed  in  them,"  In  1690  the 
wall  arouna  Campeche  had  been  in  process  of  con- 
struction for  several  years.  Early  in  the  year  thirty 
pieces  of  artillery  of  various  calibres  were  mounted 
thereon.^  The  forts  of  Campeche  were  begun  in 
1692  and  finished  in  1769.  Eight  castles  were  suc- 
cessively erected.  Spain  at  first  furnished  fifty-six 
poor  pieces  of  iron  of  small  calibre;  but  in  1739  and 
1740  eighty-eight  pieces  of  large  size  were  sent, 
part  of  brass  and  part  of  iron.®  The  citadel  of  San 
Benito  in  M^rida  had  five  small  bulwarks  on  an  arti- 
ficial hill  commanding  the  whole  town.  The  artillery 
consisted  of  old  18-pounders.** 

In  the  island  of  Tris  in  the  laguna  de  Tfrminos 
was  established  a  presidio  for  which  a  regulation  was 
issued  in  1791.  It  had  a  governor  commanding  the 
forces."  In  Tabasco  was  built  in  1683  the  castle  of 
Santiago,  which  was  garrisoned  with  a  paid  infantry 
company.***  Acapulco,  the  chief  Mexican  port  on  the 
Pacific,  was  considered  in  1642  sufficiently  defended 
with  its  fortifications  and  garrison.^^ 

^CoffoUvdo,  Hist,  Yuc,,  204-5,  702-3;  CaOe,  Mem.  y  Not,  86;  Monle- 
mayor^  SvmarioSf  187-8. 

^^The  viceroy  of  New  Spain  waa  directed  to  afford  all  aid.  Mancera^ 
Iiistruc.y  in  Doc.  Indd,,  xxi.  495-6. 

^^SierrOy  E/enUrides,  AnconOy  Hist,  Tue,,  ii.  273. 

^  Spain  in  1795  and  1808,  and  Mexico  in  1827,  increased  the  armament  to 
over  200  pieces.  ViUevique,  Descrip, 

^^  It  had  two  inexhaustible  wells  of  water,  and  warehonses  with  arms,  etc. 
Echdnove,  Cuadro  Estud.,  1813;  Ancona,  Hist,  Ttic,,  ii.  362-3. 

^  The  command  consisted  of  one  adjutant,  one  surgeon  with  his  hospital 
and  assbtants,  two  chaplains,  one  paymaster  and  bis  assistant;  one  infantry 
company  of  100  men  and  3  ofScers;  one  dragoon  company  of  43  men  and  3 
officers;  one  officer  and  30  artillerymen;  23  settlers,  some  invalid  soldiers,  one 
negro  slave  of  the  king's,  and  some  mecbauics.  RevUla  Gigedo,  BandoSy  no. 
55,  1-56;  Hospital,  IntttruCy  1-15.  In  1708  this  presidio  had  3  militia  com- 
panies of  100  men  each.  Azanza,  InstruCy  MS.,  174-5. 

^  There  was  also  a  company  of  colored  men.  Ckiap,  y  Yue.y  Jurisdic, 
Ecles.,  31-2. 

^^  It  had  a  governor  commanding  the  garrison,  who  could  call  to  his  aid  all 
men  dwelling  on  the  coast.  PcUafox,  Instruc,,  in  Morfi,  Col,  Doc,,  MS.,  15. 
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and  the  provincias  internas.  The  comandante  de 
marina  had,  on  his  part,  erected  batteries  along  the 
coast  for  protection  against  pirates. 

Before  concluding  this  review  of  the  military  es- 
tabhshment  in  Mexico  let  us  examine  the  other 
branches  connected  with  the  service.  The  pay  de- 
partment had  been  in  charge  of  the  oficiales  reales 
till  December  1786,  when  a  royal  ordinance  intrusted 
the  whole  financial  business  of  the  army  to  military 
intendentes,  and  to  the  provincial  intendentes  within 
their  respective  province^.**  The  total  expenditure 
of  presidial  and  other  forces,  transportation,  etc.,  in- 
cluding the  presidios  of  the  Philippines,  and  naval 
vessels  on  the  Pacific  and  elsewhere,  paid  out  of  the 
Mexican  treasury,  was,  in  1758,  882,227  pesos."  In 
1765-6,  after  the  organization  of  the  military  forces, 
the  yearly  expense  was  626,776  pesos."    The  outlay 

"  ItUen(Untn,  Beal  OrtUnanza,  347-407. 

"  CfHif.  de  laa  MercfiUt,  M3. ,  33-56. 

**  ComandaDte-genetsra  pay,  $18,000;  three  m&riscale*  de  campo,  |24,U00; 
engiueerB,  (5,300;  detached  offlcera,  (13,020;  4  aides  da  camp,  $2,424.  The 
rest  went  for  pay  and  allowances  of  tbe  orgaoized  bodies  of  troops.  Hivtra, 
Gob.  ilex.,  i.  402.  A  royal  order  of  Jaonary  IT,  1761,  made  clearer  a  former 
one  of  August  0,  1776,  m  the  Hcnsa  that  all  pay  and  allowauceti  of  officers 
BcrvinK  in  America  should  be  in  fteeor/uerlo  de  AmMca  (eigbtrealea  de  plata 
to  each  peso);  those  coming  from  Spain  to  have  their  pay  reckoned  from  tho 
day  of  leaving  port.  Back  pay  due  in  Spain  and  made  good  in  America  to  be 
at  the  i-ate  ofSpaiQ ,  calculating  each  peso  fuerCoat  two  eaciidoiideveUon.  Tha 
Spain  rate  to  be  allowed  any  officer  of  America  who  waa  in  Europe  on  leave, 
or  [or  any  other  purpose.  OrdeiieKdt  laCoTiniatMS.,vi.  QS-Gi.  Undorvariout 
royal  orders,  ofScers  of  the  army,  below  the  grade  of  general,  who  had  held  mil- 
itai'ygovommcntain  America  by  special  ro;aluppointment,notat  their  solicitM- 
tion,  were  to  be  retained  with  tbe  puy  of  their  rank,  and  if  poesibla  employed; 
but  if  no  longer  needed  in  America  were  allowed  12  months  entm  pay  of  their 
grade.  Genentl  officeiv  were  excluded  from  that  benefit,  because  when  not  in 
actual  command  or  office  they  were  allowed  their  fall  p^«n  cuartel.  Id.,  76-73. 
Under  a  law  of  1781  men  of  the  rank  and  file  who  had  served  25  or  35  voars, 
and  continued  in  the  service,  received  not  only  tlie  allowances  awarded  to 
■horter  terms,  bnt  also  the  full  pay  of  their  rank.  Drummars,  fifers,  timbrel- 
players,  and  trumpeters  who  had  served  35  years  could  not  obtain  tha  brevet 
of  olF^rez,  but  in  lien  thereof  they  received  $14^.  All  snch  allowances  ceased 
when  the  men  were  promoted  to  officers;  this  under  a  royal  order  of  February 
1,  1783.  Other  laws  favored  vetenms  who  recnlisted.  A  regulation  of  1810 
established  tbe  extra  allowance  of  112J  reales  per  month  and  the  erade  of  first 
sergeant  for  privates  honorably  servLng  30  consecutive  years,  and  the  brevet 
rank  of  lieutenant  with  a  retired  pension  of  200  reales  monthly  for  those  wbo 
served  honorably  40  consecativo  years.  Still  another  royal  order  oC  Jul^  6, 
1811,  permitted  the  latter  to  continue  in  service  if  they  were  able-bodied. 
Hex.  Cuad.  dt  FOrmuiano*,  40. 
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was  largely  augmented  by  the  cost  of  the  defences  of 
the  port  of  Vera  Cruz,  the  depot  at  Perote,  and  the 
foundry  at  Tacubaya.  The  expense  at  Vera  Cruz 
closely  approached  $1,500,000,  and  that  at  Anton 
Lizardo  exceeded  $1,250,000.  I  have  no  record  of 
the  rest. 

The  expense,  in  1789,  for  troops,  including  $98,316 
for  the  naval  station  of  San  Bias,  is  stated  to  have 
been  $2,594,681^^  out  of  a  total  paid  by  the  treasury 
during  the  year  of  $3,424,995.  The  military  budget 
for  1805  had  risen  to  $3,500,000,  to  which  must 
be  added  $500,000  more  for  arsenals,  fortifications, 
etc.®  In  1809  the  outlay  is  given  at  the  same  round 
figures,  four  million  dollars.^  A  regular  system  of 
pensions  had  also  been  established  in  Mexico  and  the 
rest  of  America  to  conform  with  that  of  old  Spain,  ex- 
cept in  the  amounts.  A  royal  order  of  September  29, 
1761,  authorized  the  foundation  of  the  montepio  mili- 
tary out  of  which  was  to  be  paid  to  the  widows  and 
orphans,  or,  should  there  be  none,  to  the  mothers  of 
army  or  navy  officers  serving  and  dying  in  America, 
a  j'early  allowance,  according  to  the  pay  of  the  officer 
at  the  time  of  decease.  In  1773  were  issued  rules  for 
the  uniform  observance  of  that  decree,  and  the  rates 
of  yearly  allowance,  as  well  as  the  amount  to  be  de- 
ducted from  each  officer's  pay  to  swell  the  monteplo 
fund,  were  fixed. ^^ 

^  The  presidial  salaries  are  set  down  at  only  $153,707.  Not,  de  N,  Esp.,  in 
8oc.  Mex.  Geog, ,  Boletin^  ii.  40.  An  official  account  of  1786  gives  the  expense 
for  the  military  forces  in  theprovincias  intemas  (without  the  Califomias  or  the 
Pacific  ports)  at  $951,084.  Estado  general  qtte  manifiesta^  etc,,  MS.  The  com- 
mandant of  a  presidio  could  not  dispose  of  his  company's  funds  without  the 
sanction  of  the  nabilitado,  who  on  his  part  could  do  nothing  to  the  prejudice 
of  any  member  of  the  company,  and  was  obliged  to  supply  the  men  with 
goods  at  rates  that  neither  ne  nor  they  had  any  power  to  alter.  Purchases 
were  made  by  the  habilitado  in  public,  and  with  the  intervention  of  the 
ayudante  inspector,  so  that  it  was  not  easy  to  monopolize  effects  and  prices. 
The  effects  were  often  bought  at  20  per  cent  below  the  fixed  rates  of  the 
presidios.   VelascOt  Sotu,  98;  Soc.  Mex,  Oeog,,  Boleiin,  viii  394. 

^The  cost  for  3099  men  in  the  provincias  intemas  is  not  ^ven;  it  is 

Srobably  included  in  the  $1,200,000  given  as  the  cost  of  the  presidios.  Not,  de 
T,  Eftp.y  in  Soc,  Mex,  Oeog,,  BoUtiUy  ii.  24. 
®  Military  force,  $1,800,000;  San  Cdrlos  de  Perote,  $200,000;  fortifica- 
tions and  unforeseen,  $2,000,000.  Torrente^  Rev,  Hiap,  Am,,  Introd,,  i.  19. 
^^The  following  were  the  allowances  according  to  rank:  captain-generalg 
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To  swell  the  fund  of  the  montepfo  militar  the  fol- 
lowing deductions  were  made  from  each  officer's  pay 
from  the  time  when  he  first  entered  the  service :  half 
a  month's  pay  retained  once ;  eight  maravedfs  de  plata 
fu^rte  out  of  every  peso  fuerte;  the  increase  of  pay 
for  the  first  month  in  the  case  of  officers  promoted  to 
higher  rank  and  the  amount  of  the  whole  month's 
salary  in  the  case  of  officers  and  officials  newly  em- 
ployed. ^^  With  the  view  of  creating  a  fondo  de  invd- 
lidL,  from  which  invalided  officers  and  soldiers  were 
to  draw  pensions,  it  was  ordered  by  the  crown  Jan- 
uary 14,  1775,^*  that  a  deduction  of  eiglit  maravedis 
de  plata  should  be  made  from  the  pay  and  extra  allow- 
ances of  officers  and  men  in  actual  service. 

The  iurisdiccion  eclesidstica  castrensej  or  the  eccle- 
siastical jurisdiction  of  the  army  and  navy  of  Spain 
and  her  Indies,  was  under  the  vicario  general  de  los 
reales  ej4rcitos  y  armadas^  an  office  annexed  to  that  of 
the  patriarca  de  las  Indias  y  capellan  mayor  of  the 

$1,125;  lieutenant-general,  $750;  mariscal  de  campo  or  rear  admiral,  $625; 
brinidier  and  colonel,  $500;  lieutenant-colonel,  $375;  sargento  mayor,  or 
major,  $319;  captain,  $188;  adjutant,  $169;  lieutenant,  $120;  sub-lieutenant 
or  alf drez,  $94.  The  same  privilege  was  awarded  to  the  widows  and  orphans, 
or  moUiers  of  civil  officials  oelongmg  to  the  pay  department  of  the  army  or 
ns^vy.  The  following  exceptious  were  established.  Widows,  orphans,  or 
mothers  of  officers  who,  after  the  foundation  of  tlie  montepio,  married  with  a 
rank  below  that  of  a  full  captain  in  the  army,  or  a  teniente  de  fragata  in  the 
navv,  had  no  claim  to  the  allowance,  unless  their  husbands,  fathers,  or  sons  had 
died  in  battle;  in  this  event  those  heirs  were  entitled  to  the  pay.  The  same 
rule  applied  to  officials  conneote<l  with  the  pay  department  of  the  navy  who 
had  not  attained  the  grade  of  a  purser  of  a  ship  of  the  line.  Eevilla  Gigedo, 
BandoSf  no.  27.  An  order  of  February  21,  1789,  the  widows,  etc.,  of  officers 
who  married  after  being  sixty  vears  old.  Oaz,  M6x.  (1788-9),  iii.  363. 

^*  Agreeably  to  the  royal  order  of  April  20, 1761,  establishing  the  montepio 
militar.  Ihai  Declaradatty  in  Reales  OrdeneM^  ii.  305-31.  The  montepio  was 
not  founded  in  New  Spain  till  February,  1765.  It  was  done  with  the  fond 
accumulated  by  taking  from  each  officer  one  whole  month's  pay,  and  2^  per 
cent  from  his  running  pay;  to  that  were  added  $2,000  annually,  taken  from 
the  fondo  de  vac€uUes  mayores  y  menorea;  widows  and  orphans  received  one 
fourth  of  the  pay  their  husbands  or  fathers  obtained  at  the  time  of  their  death. 
Later  all  excesses  collected  under  the  2(  per  cent  were  reimbursed.  The 
income  of  the  fund  till  1792  was  $362,381;  the  out-go  $119,692.  Revilla 
OigedOt  IruUruc,  MS.,  5-8.  The  eight  maravedis  taken  from  every  dolUur 
of  an  officer  or  official's  pay  were  to  be  also  deducted  from  all  other  allow- 
ances he  might  have  from  the  treasury,  under  royal  orders  of  1779,  1788,  and 
1791.  No  such  discount  could  be  made  from  persons  enjoying  pensions  from 
the  montepio  fund,  drdenes  de  la  Corona,  MS.,  vi  68-72. 

^'Further  explanations  were  issued  in  October,  1791.  Ordenea  de  la 
Corona,  MS.,  67-^,  72. 
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sovereign  by  the  brief  of  Pope  Clement  XIII.  issued 
in  1762,  with  special  powers  and  privileges  renewable 
every  seven  years.  It  was  exercised  in  the  Indies  by 
tenientes  vicarios  generaleSy  which  title  was  usually, 
though  not  necessarily,  conferred  on  the  diocesan 
bishops  by  the  vicario  general.  To  do  away  with  all 
doubts  and  disputes  on  the  subject  of  ecclesiastical 
jurisdiction,  the  pope  on  June  12,  1807,  referring  to 
and  confirming  all  previous  briefs  pertinent  to  the 
subject,  placed,  at  the  king's  request,  under  the  ex- 
clusive control  of  the  vicario  general,  and  detached 
from  that  of  the  ordinaries,  all  persons,  clergymen 
included,  belonging  to  the  military  service  in  any  of 
its  branches,  and  all  who  held  the  fuero  militar,  with 
their  families,  employes,  or  servants.  The  followers 
of  the  army,  and  all  individuals  subject  to  military 
rule,  forts,  fortresses,  castles,  schools  and  colleges,  hos- 
pitals, factories,  arsenals,  navy-yards,  war-ships,  and 
transports  were  placed  under  the  same  jurisdiction.^' 

The  judiciary  system  in  its  connection  with  the 
service  also  deserves  attention.  By  royal  orders  of 
1606,  1616,  1617,  1633,  and  1634,  the  commandants 
of  castles  and  forts  were  clothed  with  judicial  powers 
over  all  causes,  civil  or  criminal,  of  the  troops  and 
people  within  their  respective  commands.  Appeals 
were  allowed  to  the  governing  captain-generals. 

Militia  oflScers  and  men,  while  in  active  service, 
had  the  privilege  of  fuero  militar.  Neither  the  audi- 
encias  nor  the  alcaldes  del  crimen  could  intervene  in 
their  civil  or  criminal  trials,  which  had  to  be  adjudi- 
cated upon,  in  the  first  and  second  instances,  by  the 
captain-generals,  or  comandantes  generales;  and  ap- 
peals from  their  decisions  went  to  the  junta  de  guerra 
de  Indias  in  Spain.^*  Still,  any  person,  possessed  of 
that  privilege,  if  found  committing  an  offence  against 
the  general  laws,  or  soon  after,  might  be  arrested  by 

^' And  every  place  or  building  permanently  applied  to  the  uses  of  the  army 
and  navy.  ZamorcL,  Bib.  Leg^Ult.y  vi.  190-205;  if^x.,  Proi^idencias  Dioce- 
sanas,  MS,,  20,  21,  33-35,  68,  69,  106;  BecU  6rd.,  Eno.  21,  1791  (with  autog. 
sign  of  King  Carlos  IV.  and  8ec.)>  in  lieviUa  Gigedo,  Ba$ido8,  no.  34. 


a  juez  ordinario,  but  he  must  be  forthwith  surrendered 
to  the  'juez  de  su  fuero.'"" 

A  supreme  court  of  military  justice,  under  the 
name  of  supremo  consejo  de  gueiTa,  was  created,  or 
rather  the  court  formerly  existing  was  reorganized  in 
November  1773,"  the  king  retaining  for  hi^iself  the 
presidency  of  it.  In  later  times  the  administration 
of  justice  under  the  fuero  militar  was  subdivided  in 
minor  courts,  one  for  each  branch  of  the  military  ser- 
vice." 

Persons  possessed  of  the  fuero  militar  preferred  to 
fight  or  litigate  in  their  own  camp,  havmg  little  re- 
spect or  regard  for  any  authority  but  their  own,  and 
committing  offences  that  might  not  have  occurred  if 
punishnient  by  the  common  courts  had  been  certain. 
The  question  of  fuero.  not  the  military  one  alone,  for 
there  were  others,  has  been  in  Spanish  countries  a 
great  evil  in  the  body  politic,  until  completely  eradi- 
cated, as  will  afterward  appear  in  the  course  of  this 
history. 

"  The  fuero  "<  ■!''•»'■  conld  be  waived,  howeTcr,  under  a  law  of  December 
31,1642,  by  officers  and  men,  incontractaordeedsof  conveyance.  Stcop.  ItuL, 
605-11. 

'■'' Jtf  villa  Oigedo,  Bandog,  no.  22.  In  1790  it  was  declared  that  servaota 
of  military  men  employed  in  their  country  eatates,  factories,  or  bUBiness, 
wholly  foreign  to  the  tnititary  »ervice,  wera  not  entitled  to  tbe  fuero  militar. 
W..no,  26. 

"lifoUi  OrdriKi,  ii.  1-17. 

"  All  Buch  cauBee  were,  howcTer,  under  the  almost  exclnsive  jarUdicticn 
of  the  viceroy  as  captain-geueral,  who,  by  and  with  tbe  advice  of  an  auditor 
de  ipitrra,  who  waa  ntually  one  of  the  oidores  of  the  audiencio,  adjudicated 
in  the  prcinbea.  In  appeals,  which  were  made  to  tho  captain -gcQcml  him. 
Bclf,  he  associated  another  justice  with  tbe  auditor  de  guerni.  In  ofinirv  of 
navy  personB  there  was  first  in  Vera  Crui  a  jaigtulo  de  (nnCrfcuia  presided 
over  by  the  governor  of  Vera  Craz;  later,  ijtagudo  de  marina  was  established 
fur  such  cases.  Lenlo  de  Tejado,  ApuiUes,  3S»-91. 
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amidst  difficulties  and  hardships.  Much  of  the  trouble 
arose  from  the  conduct  of  the  whites,  including  the 
troops  of  the  presidio,  whose  captain  could  not  control 
them/ 

The  moral  condition  of  the  province  seems  to  have 
been  satisfactory  to  the  general  of  the  order  in  1747, 
as  he  so  expressed  himsen'  to  the  provincial  in  Mexico, 
who  in  his  turn  made  it  known  to  bis  subjects,  in  his 
letter  enjoining  the  strictest  discipline,  in  order  that 
the  general's  words  should  be  sustained.*  The  ques- 
tion of  payment  of  tithes  by  the  society  on  its  estates 
had  been  ^r  several  years  a  cause  of  contention  be- 
tween it  and  the  archbishop,  in  which  the  real  audi- 
encia  sided  with  the  latter.  In  December,  1734,  the 
jueces  hacedores  of  the  archdiocese  passed  a  decree, 
wherein,  after  noticing  the  decrease  in  the  amount 
paid  by  the  managers  of  the  haciendas  owned  by  the 
society  in  New  Spain  and  the  Philippines,  the  col- 
lection was  provided  of  the  full  tithes  due  for  that 
year  by  the  aforesaid  estates.  The  judges  also  pub- 
lished censuras  against  their  managers  and  several 
other  members  of  the  society,  even  though  it  had  an 
appeal  pending  before  the  audiencia.  The  provincial 
refused  to  accede  to  the  demand,  and  pretended  to  pay 
little  or  no  heed  to  the  censuras.'    However,  in  Oc- 


'  The  troops  ■» 

cir  iilolatroua  a  .  .      .^  ^  - 

get  them  to  work  on  their  farms,  and  to  show  tliem  where  the  good  ir 
Ale-ire,  JIul.  Comp.  ./&<tw,  iiL  23S-9.  ItiB  said  that  in  the  Nayarit  miasioiiB, 
whilst  the  JeBuita  bad  them  the  laduuiB  were  confesaed  only  in  articulo  mor- 
tis, fi'equentty  through  an  interpreter.  Mat(re»,  lT\forme,  in  Pirtart,  Col,  Doc 
Mex.,  200. 

'It  was  claimed  that  the  censuraa  had  no  value  whatever  in/ori 
lia;  that  they  had  no  power  over  members  of  the  order  of  Jesas,  because  it 
was  not  Bubject  to  the  authority  decreeing  them,  but  directly  to  that  of  the 
holy  aeej  that  as  they  were  null  and  void  in/oro  inttmo  el  externa,  they  ira- 

nd  no  obligation  of  asking  for  or  accepting  absolution  ad  Aue  tul  cautrtam, 
as  also  alleged  that  a  royal  order  of  October  4,  1T05,  pursuant  to  a  papal 
bull  of  October  10,  1704,  had  forbidden  the  ordinaries  of  Mexico,  Central 
America,  and  the  Philippiuea  from  issuing  excommtinications  against  mem> 
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tober  1735,  the  provincial  proposed  to  the  audiencia  a 
temporary  arrangement,  which  was  rejected  May  12, 
1736,  on  two  grounds:  first,  that  the  provincial  had 
insulted  the  archbishop-viceroy  and  the  members  of 
the  audiencia;  and  second,  that  he  had  paid  no  re- 
spect to  the  censuras  issued  against  the  priests  admin- 
istering the  haciendas  of  the  society.  It  was  ordered 
that  the  collection  of  the  whole  tithes  for  1734  should 
be  made,  and  that  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  should 
be  forwarded  to  the  royal  council  at  Madrid.  ^*^  The 
provincial  had  objected  to  the  second  order  to  pay  the 
decimal  tax,  entering  a  solemn  protest  against  it,  and 
adding  that  as  it  would  not  be  decent  for  his  peo- 
ple to  use  other  weapons  than  those  of  reason,  the 
collector  of  tithes  would  need  no  armed  force  to  effect 
his  purpose,  but  only  assistants  to  measure,  count,  and 
weigh." 

The  subject  having  been  duly  considered  in  the 
king's  council,  it  was  decreed"  that  the  payment  of 
the  tithes  should  be  enforced,  and  censures,  if  neces- 
sary, applied.  The  society  was  required,  under  that 
decree,  to  produce  sworn  statements  of  the  produce  of 
its  estates  subject  to  tithes;  afterward,  if  it  had 
any  exceptions  to  make,  to  send  them  to  the  royal 

ben  of  the  reffular  orders,  except  in  each  cases  as  the  council  of  Trent  and 
certain  papalbulls  then  in  force,  authorized  them.  Segurct,  Drfensa  Candnica, 
MS.,  1-203.  The  author  of  this  work.  Father  Nicole  de  Segura,  bein^  the 
prsepositus  of  the  casa  profesa  in  Mexico,  in  1743,  was  discovered  dead  by 
strangulation,  upon  his  bed,  the  morning  of  the  8th  of  March.  The  lay 
brother  who  acted  as  door-keeper  said,  *  £n  el  monte  estd  quien  el  monte 
quema.'  Five  days  later,  on  the  13th,  at  daybreak,  the  sent^tious  brother 
was  also  found  dead  by  strangulation.  Some  time  after  it  was  reported  that 
the  author  of  those  deeds,  another  lay-brother,  had  been  discovered,  confined, 
and  aften%'ard  taken  to  Rome.  The  afiBedr  was  hushed  up  and  remaineil  a 
mystery  ever  after.  Dice  Univ,  Tliat,  Oeog.^  x.  376-7. 

^^AuUos  SecreitoSf  in  Mex,  Doc.  Eclea,,  MS.,  no.  1,  1-82.  See  also  JMez- 
rnos  de  IruL,  nos.  iv.,  ix.,  xiL-xiv. 

^^The  concluding  words  of  the  document  are  characteristic,  conveying 
as  they  do  malignancy  under  the  garb  of  humble  submission.  It  waa  to  be 
understood,  he  said,  that  the  assent  b^  the  manager  of  an  estate  to  the  demand 
for  one  out  of  every  ten,  would  be  like  that  of  a  peaceable  unarmed  travel- 
ler patiently  submitting  to  necessity  when  stopped  on  his  way,  and  forced 
to  surrender  his  goods.  Barba,  Hespuesta,  in  Segura,  D^ensa  CaTUinxca, 
MS.,  211-14. 

^"^  June  16,  1736.  Diexmos,  Heal  Cedula,  official  copy,  1-15. 
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council.     The  audiencia  in  Mexico  decreed  October 
8,  1736,  the  fulfilment  of  the  royal  order. 

The  matter  did  not  stop  here.  The  Jesuits  were- 
showing  a  marked  disposition  toward  the  acquisition 
of  worldly  wealth,  and  no  more  fondness  for  pay- 
ing taxes  than  have  most  corporations.  But  finding 
that  they  could  not  escape  the  infliction,  they  did  the 
next  best  thing:  they  paid  as  little  as  possible.  In 
the  reign  of  Fernando  VI.,  through  Father  Pedro 
Ignacio  Altamirano,  they  made  with  that  sovereign  in 
January  1750  a  contract  of  compromise  for  the  tithes, 
under  which  they  acquired  privileges  and  facilities 
denied  to  other  religious  orders.  They  were  thereby 
privileged  to  pay  one  out  of  every  thirty-one,  instead 
of  one  out  of  every  ten.  This  concession  was  not  only 
an  unfair  discrimination  against  the  other  religiosos, 
and  in  fact  against  all  other  producers,  but  had 
been  actually  obtained  under  a  false  representation  of 
the  quality  and  quantity  of  the  crops.  As  a  natural 
consequence,  the  ecclesiastical  chapters  of  other  re- 
ligious orders  in  due  time  represented  the  facts  to 
Fernando's  successor,  Cdrlos  III.,  who  referred  them 
to  his  council;  and  though  the  pleas  of  the  attorney 
of  the  society  of  Jesus  were  duly  weighed,  the  crown's 
fiscales  found  them  wanting,  and  asked  that  the  so- 
called  transaccioUy  having  been  obtained  on  false  pre- 
tences, should  be  declared  null,  whether  it  was  looked 
upon  as  a  compromise  or  as  a  favor,  for  the  right  of 
the  crown  to  the  tithes  recognized  no  privileges  either 
anterior  or  posterior  granted  by  the  holy  see.  There- 
upon they  insisted  that  the  Jesuits  should  be  in 
future  compelled  to  pay  tithes  like  other  producers. 
The  attention  of  the  council  was  also  called  to  the 
studied  policy  of  the  Jesuit  society  in  delaying  the 
conclusion  of  this  tithes  question  for  over  a  century, 
to  the  injury  of  the  royal  treasury.  The  council,  com- 
posed of  eleven  members,  stood  six  to  five  in  favor  of 
submitting  the  case  to  the  supreme  court  of  justice. 
The  king  then  called  a  council  of  members  drawn  from 


the  councils  of  Castile,  the  inquisition,  6rdenes,  and 
hacienda  or  exchequer,  to  which  were  also  invited 
several  distinguished  theologians  who  took  part  in  the 
deliberations.  Of  the  eleven  members  constituting 
this  council,  ten  cast  their  votes  for  the  annulment 
of  the  compromise,  and  thus  it  was  declared  in  the 
royal  decree  of  December  4,  1766.  The  Jesuits  were 
then  required  to  pay  thereafter  one  per  decern  upon 
all  the  produce  of  their  haciendas,  ranchos,  and  in- 
genios,  or  sugar  plantations." 

The  society  of  Jesus  on  the  31st  of  August,  1750, 
had  in  the  province  of  New  Spain,  which  included 
Guatemala,  Cuba,  and  Florida,  625  members,  of  whom 
382  were  ordained  priests.  About  one  half  of  them 
were  natives  of  America,  and  the  lai^er  portion  of 
the  latter  were  bom  in  Mexico."  In  the  summer  of 
1767,  when  disaster  overtook  the  society,  there  were 
in  the  province  of  New  Spain  418  priests,  137  enco- 
lares,  and  123  coadjutors,  making  a  total  of  678, 
of  whom  464  were  natives  of  America,  153  from 
Spain,  and  61  foreigners."  The  society  had  in  the 
province  one  casa  profesa  in  the  city  of  Mexico, 
23  colleges,  one  house  of  probation,  eight  convictus 
et  seminaria,  and  five  residences.  It  had  taken  root 
in  every  province  of  the  country,  controlling  103  mis- 
sions with  104  priests,  besides  one  visitador-general 
of  missions  and  his  associate."  In  1766  the  provin- 
cial, Father  Francisco  Ceballos,  had,  after  due  delib- 

"The  viceroj  hul  the  orders  published  in  Mexico,  &nd  endeavorei)  to 
flxecDte  them,  bat  the  JeBuita  again  opposed  a  reaiatance.  Jfii<era,  Oob.  Mrx., 
L  408-9. 

"In  the  Spanish  dominiona,  inclnding  all  AmericA  imd  the  Fhilippiaes, 
there  were  5,167,  of  whom  2.774  were  priests;  in  Portugal,  1,754,  of  whom 
927  were  prieitB;  in  France,  1,542,  of  whom  shout  half  were  prieBts.  In  the 
world,  22,642,  of  whom  11,.S45  were  ordained  prieeto.  Cat.  PiDoaarum  tt 
Domie^iurum  (1-21);  Comp.  Jems,  Col.  Oen.,  24. 

^^Corap.  Jeant,  Catdlogo,  4-70.  The  neophytes  converted  and  directed  by 
the  order  in  Me](ico  were  122,0001  in  the  rest  of  America,  1D1,000;  in  the 
Philippines,  etc.,  165,000;  making  a  total  of  478,000.  To  that  number  mnst 
be  added  the  neophytes  in  the  Fortiiguese  poBaeesions.  Bixro,  note,  in  ExptU- 
aion  da  JfauUti,  220. 

"  In  Upper  l^meHa,  8;  Sonora,  18;  Sinaloa,  16;  Chinipas,  7;  Taranmar*, 
13:  Tepehuone,  12;  Piastla,  10;  Nayarit,  6;  Lower  CaUfomia,  13.  Cat.  Fer- 
net DomiciL  (1-21).     All  existed  in  17C7. 
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The  causes  prompting  the  Spanish  sovereign  to 
adopt  so  extreme  a  measure,  very  much  against  his 
feehngs^  as  we  have  been  told  by  some  friends  of  the 
victims,  were,  as  I  have  said,  reserved  to  himself  It 
has  been  asserted  that  the  grounds  on  which  the 
council  based  its  advice  were  purposely  or  otherwise 
removed  from  sight,  thus  not  enabling  us  to  judge 
with  any  degree  of  certainty  what  it  was  that  had 
biassed  the  king's  mind;  and  fault  has  been  found  with 
his  reticence  in  a  case  calling,  in  his  judgment,  for  so 
severe  a  punishment.  But  if  that  record  is  lost,  the 
causes  are  extant  in  another  equally  important  docu- 
ment, of  which  I  possess  a  copy  and  will  take  notice 
in  this  connection. 

A  measure  of  such  magnitude  affecting  so  vitally 
the  interests  of  the  church,  could  not  have  been  con- 
summated by  a  faithful  Catholic  and  high-minded 
king  and  gentleman,  such  as  Cdrlos  III.,  without  ap- 
prising the  Roman  pontiff  of  the  intention,  and  per- 
haps of  some  of  his  motives.  He  dutifully  discharged 
that  obligation.  His  action  met  with  opposition  on 
the  part  of  Clement  XIII.,  who  felt  both  distressed 
and  indignant;  indeed,  the  destruction  of  a  religious 
order  from  which  the  papacy  derived  so  much  sup- 
port and  so  large  a  revenue,  could  but  be  unpalatable, 
aside  from  other  considerations,  such  as  the  possibility 
of  the  pensions  being  suddenly  stopped,  and  the 
pope's  treasury  becoming  burdened  with  the  mainten- 
ance of  the  poverty-stricken.  His  Holiness  made  up 
his  mind  not  to  receive  the  ejected  Jesuits  in  his  do- 
minions.^ Still,  Cdrlos  was  a  powerful  monarch,  and 
a  stubborn  one,  upon  whom  the  fulminations  of  the 
Vatican  would  fall  harmless;  conciliation  was  then  the 

royal  rescript  Comvp.  Jesus,  Catdlogo,  1-2,  36-73;  BehUa,  Recap,,  i.  pt.  iiL 
337;  CoL  RealDecreto,  Feb.  27, 17C7,  in  Reales  Ord.,  v.  226-39. 

^  He  lias  not  been  included  among  persecutors  out  of  extreme  charity  for 
his  blindness.  Exmdsi<m  des  Jisuites,  pref.  He  acted  *  siguiendo  agenos  in- 
flujos.*  Alaman,  Hist.  M6j,,  i.  83. 

^'This  is  made  to  appear  in  the  official  correspondence  of  the  due  de 
Choiseul,  and  the  marquis  d'Aubeterre,  French  ambassador  at  Rome.  Expul- 
eion  des  J^suites,  398-438. 
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only  available  recourse.  It  was  thought  that  he 
might  be  amenable  to  papal  reasoning;  that  some- 
thing might  be  gained  by  a  friendly  interference  to 
obtam  a  revocation,  or  at  least  a  suspension  of  the 
obnoxious  decree.  The  plan  was  tried  and  failed.  In- 
deed the  pope's  brief  of  April  16th,  overpraising  the 
virtues  and  other  merits  of  the  Jesuits,  at  that  par- 
ticular time,  and  bespeaking  favor  for  them,  was  a 
blunder;  at  all  events,  it  did  not  mend  matters. 

The  king  submitted  the  brief  for  advice  to  his  coun- 
cil, which  on  the  30th  of  the  same  month  met  in  extra 
session,  and  after  minutely  reviewing  its  contents, 
expressed  the  opinion  that  the  pope  had  no  business 
to  interfere  in  a  matter  so  entirely  temporal  in  its  na- 
ture, and  of  the  king's  exclusive  province;  and  that  no 
power  on  earth  haa  any  right  to  call  him  to  account 
for  hia  decision  thereon,  much  less  after  he  had,  from 
pure  courtesy,  advised  the  pope  of  his  action  in  the 
premises.  The  council,  furthermore,  not  recognizing 
in  the  Jesuits  the  merits  ascribed  to  them,  but  on  the 
contrary  many  serious  faults  that  made  them  danger- 
ous, could  see  no  reason  why  the  sovereign  should 
abandon  or  even  modify  his  order.''     It  concluded 

"  It  baa  b«en  lud  that  the  real  retuoD  was  that  Gcment  XIII.  and  hia 

tniniater  Cardmal  Torregiaai  had  Been  through  the  niotives  of  the  enemies  of 
public  order  and  oppoeed  them  with  all  their  might.  SdiaU,  Court  d'liint, ,  in 
Alaman,  Dieert.,  iiL  305.  The  king's  council  said,  the  hajid  of  the  Jesliit 
general,  Lorenzo  Ricci,  could  be  detected  in  the  brief,  he  being  the  confeaaor 
and  spiritual  adviser  of  the  cardinal,  with  an  iuQacDce  potential.  It  charged 
the  Jesuits  with  tbe  introduction  of  false  doctrines  in  tSie  church  and  corrap- 
tion  of  moials,  probably  reierringt«  what  has  been  published  under  the  title  of 
•ecreC  instructions  of  the  Jesuits,  of  which  I  have  a  copj,  but  whose  authen- 
ticity X  have  uo  means  of  verifying.  It  accused  tbem  of  being  promoters 
and  accomplices  in  several  riots,  rebellions,  and  regicides  in  various  kingdoms 
of  Kurope,  as  evidenced  iu  solemn  decisions  standing  against  them  in  courts 
of  iuBtioe;  of  being  the  persecutors  of  biabops,  and  keepuig  prelates,  chapters, 
orders,  universities,  etc.,  in  turmoil  b;  banding  themselves  as  to  have  their 
own  opinions  and  schemes  prevail  over  those  of  other  respectable  corporations 
or  persons:  'assi  sadio  ft  conoser  la  Comrauiu  desde  q"  se  fundo;  y  assi  se 
hallaba  quando  V.  U.  se  sirviO  por  su  Itl.  Decreto  de  24  de  Fehrero  niandarU 
extrabar  de  sua  Dominioa/  The  necessity  was  denied  of  the  society's  exist- 
ence; and  even  its  usefulness  was  greatly  doubted,  as  it  had  tolerated  super- 
stition in  America;  and  in  the  PhiRppines  cansed  a  revolt  of  the  natives  in 
favor  of  tbe  English;  and  everywhere  its  members  bad  made  themselves  the 
actual  sovereigns;  '  y  en  todas  las  Yndios,  como  on  el  Paraguay,  Moros,  May- 
oas  y  Orinoco,  Califomia,  Siualoa,  Sonoia,  Pigmerla,  Nayorit,  Tayanuhirtt, 
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that  the  presence  of  the  Jesuits  in  the  Spanish  domin- 
ions was  extremely  prejudicial,  through  their  complicity 
in  traitorous  attempts,  grasping  and  seditious  spirit, 
fanaticism,  disobedience,  and  intolerable  pride.  The 
unanimous  decision  of  the  members,  the  fiscales  con- 
curring, was  that  no  discussion  of  the  subject  with 
the  papal  court  should  be  entered  into,  and  a  mere 
acknowledgment  of  the  receipt  of  the  brief  should  be 
returned  in  answer. 

Without  discussing  the  merits  of  the  charges  pre- 
ferred against  the  society  for  its  conduct  in  Europe, 
or  attempting  to  deny  its  worldliness  in  the  acquisi- 
tion of  property  and  its  selfish  efforts  to  escape  the 
burdens  weighing  upon  other  members  of  the  church 
and  the  body  politic  in  America,  and  without  laying 
particular  stress  on  its  overbearing  deportment,  several 
instances  of  which  have  been  recorded  in  the  course 
of  this  history,  it  must  be  confessed  that  the  Jesuits 
maintained,  if  not  perfect  purity  of  conduct,  at  least 
a  degree  of  virtue  that  made  them  the  exceptional 
members  of  a  church  which  had  at  that  time,  but  for 
them  and  a  few  other  honorable  exceptions,  almost 
become  an  exemplar  of  vice.  At  all  hours  and  seasons 
they  were  found  performing  the  offices  of  religion  and 
charit}'.  The  service  of  God  in  their  chuVches  was 
reverent  and  dignified.  They  spread  education  among 
all   classes;  their   libraries  were  open  to  all.     They 

T  otrBB  naciones  de  Tuilioa,  sc  haji  apoderado  de  U  Bobcrania. '  It  had  treated 
Spaniards  as  ciiemiee,  depriving  tliein  of  trade,  and  teaching  them  horrible 
thiugB  B^inst  the  king's  Burvicc,  of  all  which  tlie  pope  was  i^orant.  Evca 
the  spiritual  earo  of  the  misBions  had  brcn  neglreted  by  tbs  Jeauits,  accord- 
ing to  their  own  eoufosaion  iu  tjicir  intimate  correspondence.  Other  chargeB 
were  enumerated,  one  of  the  most  Berious  iieiug  that  the  society  hiid  worked 
to  bnDg  about  in  Spain  a  change  in  the  govemnient  to  suit  itself.  Cowmlta 
(Irl  CoTUHpo,  in  Papelei  de  Jeaaitui',  MS.,  no,  0,  1-D.  According  to  Alanuin, 
Vlvil.,  iit.  .113-17.  the  kiug  was  induced  to  believe  that  the  Jomiits  had 
promoted  %  riot  thot  occurred,  with  tlie  purpose  of  deposing  him,  to  prove 
wliich  seilitiouB  papers  were  produced  to  him  of  euch  a  nature  that  they 
could  not  l>e  divulged  without  compromising  the  dignity  of  the  crown  aud 
the  decorum  of  the  royal  family.  It  was  also  asserted  that  Citrlos  III.  was 
chngrined  at  the  Jesuits'  rniponition  to  a  darling  project  of  bis,  namely,  tlie 
canoiiiiation  of  Juan  Palnfoj:,  former  bishop  of  Pucbla  and  viceroy  of  Mexico, 
nnd  of  Brothel'  ScbaBtiaji  del  Nino  Jpstib.  who  foretold  hja  that  he  would  iia 
king  of  Spain,  when  he  was  not  the  heir  presumptive. 
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from  Madrid,  on  their  way  to  the  ports  at  which  they 
were  to  be  embarked.  It  was  done  with  the  utmost 
secrecy,  and  even  the  oflScers  charged  with  the  duty, 
though  many  of  them  were  doubtless  friends,  relatives, 
and  supporters  of  the  victims,  dared  not  disobey.^ 
To  other  parts  of  the  Spanish  dominions  strict  orders 
had  been  transmitted,  and  dates  exactly  fixed  for 
the  arrest  of  every  member  of  the  society  of  Jesus. 
Troops  were  at  hand  to  aid  the  authorities  should 
necessity  arise. 

Let  us  now  return  to  New  Spain  and  see  how  the 
order  was  executed;  and  let  us  mark  carefully  the 
method  of  it,  for  it  is  full  of  interest  and  instruction. 
Early  in  the  evening  of  the  24th  of  June  1767,  the 
viceroy,  marquds  de  Croix,  received  in  the  palace  the 
audiencia,  the  archbishop  of  Mexico,  and  the  rest  of 
the  high  oflScials,  whom  he  had  summoned  to  a  meet- 
ing for  the  consideration  of  an  important  and  confi- 
dential affair  of  state.  Croix  then  produced  a  sealed 
package  which  he  had  received  from  the  supreme  gov- 
ernment. Upon  removing  the  outer  envelope  there 
was  found  another,  upon  which  was  written  the  fol- 
lowing words:  "So  pena  de  la  vida,  no  abrireis  este 
pliego  hasta  el  24  de  Junio  d  la  caida  de  la  tarde."^ 
This  cover  being  removed  there  were  found  instruc- 
tions concerning  the  measures  to  be  adopted  in  the 
arrest  of  the  Jesuits,  naming  the  men  who  were  to  do 
the  work,  and  telling  how  they  should  do  it.  On  re- 
moving the  last  wrapper  the  full  order  was  found 
expressed  in  the  following  terms:  "  I  invest  you  with 
my  whole  authority  and  royal  power  that  you  shall 
forthwith  repair  with  an  armed  force — a  mano  ar- 
mada— to  the  houses  of  the  Jesuits.  You  will  seize 
the  persons  of  all  of  them,  and  despatch  them  within 
twenty-four  hours  as  prisoners  to  the  port  of  Vera 
Cruz,  where  they  will  be  embarked  on  vessels  pro- 

'^Alaman,  Hut.  Mfj„  i.  82-4. 

■'•  Meaning,  *  under  the  penalty  of  death  you  will  not  open  this  despatch 
till  the  24th  of  June  at  nightfall.* 
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vided  for  that  purpose.  At  the  very  moment  of  such 
arrest  you  will  cause  to  be  sealed  the  records  of  said 
houses,  and  the  papers  of  such  persons,  without  allow- 
ing them  to  remove  anything  but  their  prayer-books, 
and  such  garments  as  are  absolutely  necessary  for  the 
journey.  If  after  the  embarkation  there  should  be 
found  in  that  district  a  single  Jesuit,  even  if  ill  or 
dying,  you  shall  suffer  the  penalty  of  death.  Yo  cl 
Rey,"  these  last  words  being  the  sovereign's  autograph 
signature,  and  meaning  I,  the  king.** 

Pursuant  to  this  command  the  viceroy  gave  his 
orders;  and  on  the  25th**  of  June,  a  little  before 
daybreak,  the  Jesuits  were  arrested  in  their  resi- 
dences, and  their  papers'"  and  effects  seized.  In  the 
casa  profesa  the  notification  was  made  by  Jos^ 
Areche,  fiscal  of  the  audiencia,  to  the  father  prsepo- 
situs,  the  provincial,  Salvador  Gdndara,  being  then 
absent  in  Quer(5toro,  and  the  other  members,  all  of 
whom  humbly  submitted,  knelt  down,  and  prayed." 

••  Ddvifa,  J.  31.,  P.  Salx'alor  Odndara,  in  Dice.  i^jiiV.,  iii.  547. 

"  Some  modero  authoriCiCB  by  tniBtake  siy  it  vsb  on  tbe  20lii.  Zencero, 
ifrm.  Rfv.  ilex.,  442;  Mora,  Rev.  Men.,  iii.  204. 

■"  Father  Joseiili  Och  repudiates  the  idea  tliat  anythina  dctrimcnta]  to  the 
Jesuits  was  founil  in  tbeir  )>upor»,  but  be  made  baste  to  iToetrciy  all  the  writ- 
ings  iu  hiaposgcBsioaat  the  first  apportunity.  He  denies  the  iniputaCiou  that 
there  was  anything  secret  about  tbe  system  or  relations  of  tbe  Jcsuito,  but 
perhaps  forgets  hiitisclf  when  he  admits  that  nuutv  persons  ^ould  have  given 
^1,000  to  speak  to  some  of  tbcm  when  confined,  and  exults  over  the  fact 
that  one  man  actually  did  amaii^gle  himself  ID  under  tho  pretence  of  being  a 
doctor.  Ork,  llrite,  iu  Jlurr,  A'adtridUeti,  W-O;  Oc/i.  JoMph.  KachrifkUn  von 
ai  iiien  Iti-iaca,  1757  bh  17(17,  in  Murr,  A'of  Ai-iVWeii.  Halle,  1800.  Och  was  ft 
Jesuit  priest  who  caiiic  to  Mexico  in  1736)  soon  after  he  was  assigned  to  a 
niisstua  in  Pimeria,  and  rvniained  there  till  1T6T,  when  he  retumtd  in  ill- 
healtli  to  .Mexico.  He  was  one  of  the  Jesuita  expelled  from  the  couotry,  and 
■cenis  to  have  bean  a  wjciabie,  jolly  priest,  and  not  over  pious.  His  auto- 
gniph  memoirs  contain  uiucli  infonuation  on  tho  country  and  its  mhabitimtB, 
but  little  on  roisaioiis.  In  treating  of  the  enemies  of  his  order  he  indulges 
freely  in  sarcasm,  relating  several  exaggerated  and  even  unsavory  stories  in 
reviling  such  government  ofSciuU  as  uad  a  band  in  tlie  expnUion.  Tbe 
memoirs  were  given  by  Abbot  Franz  Huberti  to  Murr,  who  published  them, 
aa  he  tells  as,  reEonning  them  to  suit  the  public  tssle.  Father  Ocb  died  of 
»l>oplexy  in  the  Jesuit  college  ot  WQrzburg  early  iu  July  1773,  and  only  a 
few  d.iys  before  the  auppreasioii  of  his  order. 

"  The  commissioner  having  demanded  the  consumption  of  the  consecrated 
hoots  in  the  ciboriuin  previous  to  forming  an  inventory  and  seiziug  the  sacred 
vases.  Father  Iragorri  inquired  if  the  Jesuits  present  desired  to  take  the  com- 
muuioQ,  and  all  BO  expressed  their  wish.  Baetamaiite,  Hxpa'rkicion,  iuAi'fjrf, 
IIU.  Vomp.  Jesiu,  iii.  302;  III. ,  .Sapltni.,  in  Caiyi,  Trrs  Siijlot.  iii.  2.  Father 
Diego  Josd  Abad,  a  Tarasco  Indian,  uttered  harah  remark*  in  Taraican  to 
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From  that  moment  the  Jesuits  were  kept  confined  in 
their  colleges  in  Mexico,  and  troops  were  stationed 
in  the  crossings  of  the  streets  leading  to  them. 

That  same  day  the  viceroy  published  an  edict  to  all 
the  inhabitants  "de  este  imperio,"  notifying  them  of 
the  king's  peremptory  order  for  the  expulsion  of  the 
Jesuits,  which  he  had  put  into  execution.  He  warned 
all  the  king's  vassals,  without  exception,  of  their  duty 
to  respect  and  obey  his  ever  just  decisions,  which  they 
were  bound  to  venerate  and  aid  to  carry  out  with  the 
utmost  fidelity,  or  incur  his  Majesty  s  displeasure, 
and  the  severest  punishment,  should  they  by  word  of 
mouth  or  writing  manifest  any  disapproval  or  hostility 
to  the  measure.^  The  people  were  told  once  for  all 
that  they  were  born  to  obey  and  hold  their  peace.** 

On  the  28th  the  Jesuits  were  conveyed  in  coaches 
strongly  guarded  by  troops  to  Vera  Cruz.  At  Guada- 
lupe they  were  allowed  by  Josd  de  Galvez,  the  visita- 
dor,  who  superintended  the  proceedings,  to  enter  the 
santuario,  where  they  sent  up  prayers  to  heaven  for 
the  happiness  of  a  people  who  had  ever  idolized  them. 
Large  crowds  of  sorrowful  friends  surrounded  the 
carriages.  The  entry  into  Jalapa  resembled  a  trium- 
phal march,  though  it  was  attended  by  so  much  bitter- 
ness. The  throng  in  the  streets  was  so  large  that 
the  troops  in  some  places  had  to  open  a  way  with  the 
but-ends  of  their  muskets.^  The  exiles  from  the  capi- 
tal and  neighboring  parts  finally  arrived  in  Vera 
Cruz,  where  they  were  gradually  joined  by  their 
brethren  from  other  provinces,  who  had  been  arrested 
and  treated  in  the  same  manner  as  themselves.    Dur- 

Father  Iragorri.  Areche  then  said  to  him:  'Father,  were  you  to  swear  in 
Basque,  you  and  your  interlocutor  must,  whether  it  be  to  your  liking  or  not, 
visit  distant  lands,  and  make  your  racket  to  people  that  do  not  know  Indians 
as  we  do.'  After  which  he  confined  Abad  in  a  cell,  and  placed  two  sentries 
over  him.  Zerecero^  Mem,  Rev,  Mex,,  442, 

'**Me  ver<S  precissado  d  usar  del  liltimo  rigor,  y  de  execucion  militar.' 
Du<po*ti clones  Varicut,  iv.  67. 

^  '  De  una  vez  para  lo  venidero  deben  saber  los  siSbditos  de  el  gran  Mo- 
narca  que  ocupa  el  Trono  de  Espafia,  que  nacieron  para  callar,  y  obedecer,  y 
no  nara  diacurrir,  ni  opinar  en  los  altos  assumptos  del  Goviemo. '  Id, 

^^Hivera,  IJist,  Jalapa,  L  137-40. 
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Nearly  all  writers,  both  Protestant  and  Roman 
Catholic,  even  those  who  justify  the  act  of  expulsion, 
condemn  the  arbitrary  ana  cruel  manner  of  its  execu- 
tion. The  Jesuits  were  arrested  and  violentily  han- 
dled, as  if  they  had  been  guilty  of  heinous  crimes,  and 
without  trial  were  driven  from  their  homes  and  coun- 
try, exposed  to  want,**  and  compelled  to  live  in  Italy 
under  pain  of  forfeiting  the  pittance  allowed  them  for 
their  support  out  of  the  millions  that  had  been  ruth- 
lessly taken  from  them.*' 

Returning  again  to  Mexico,  we  shall  see  what  oc- 
curred there.  On  the  18th  of  July  1767  the  viceroy 
and  audiencia  issued  an  edict  for  the  sequestration  of 
the  temporalities  of  the  Jesuits,  again  warning  the 
people  to  be  obedient  and  submissive  to  the  king's 
orders.**  The  expulsion  of  the  society  from  Mexico 
was  felt  in  various  ways.     It  was  a  heavy  blow  to  the 

"Thig  wna  in  vioUtian  of  the  king's  order,  which  expressly  lukid  that  they 
ihauld  be  well  treated:  'So  lea  tmtiLrA  ea  laexecucion  con  LLiiiAyur  decencu, 
atoncion,  humanidad  y  asialencia,'  Comp.  Jemi,  Col.  Oen.,  2. 

"  All  the  sovereigns  of  the  Bourbon  family  demanded  i>t  rt  armU  of  Pope 
Clement  XIII.  that  he  should  abolish  the  society  of  Jesus  forever,  but  he 
never  acceded  to  the  demand,  and  death  came  to  relieve  him  of  liia  renponai- 
bilities  in  1708.  Hia  succesaor,  Ganganelli,  who  took  the  name  of  Clement 
XIV.,  wns  a  Franciscan.  He  at  ones  set  to  work  to  restore  harmony  with 
the  Cntholic  sovereigns,  and  was  auccesaful.  But  the  Bovert:tgas  before 
mentioned  being  joined  by  Austria,  and  by  the  grand  master  of  Walto — 
the  la.?t  named  had,  April  22,  1768,  exiled  the  Jesuits  from  hia  dominions, 
sllowiag  annually  to  each  eighty  Soman  scuti — insisted  on  tiie  abolition  of 
the  obnoxious  society,  and  even  made  demoustrutious  to  force  compliance. 


The  pope  at  laat  submitting  to  the  inevitable,  on  the  21et  of  July  1773,  upon 
the  ptea  that  the  society  could  no  longer  be  useful,  issued  the  famuna  bull, 
Domimif  nc  RaUf^ptor  Notler,  for  ita  extinction.  ClemnUe  XI  I'.,  Bula,  1-52; 
Btalee  Ordenet,  v.  200-89;  BeavfoH,  IIU.  de  loa  Papon,  v.  330.  After  Clem- 
ent's death,  in  September  1774,  Pius  VI.  confirmed  all  the  proliibitionaagainst 
objecting  to  Uis  suppretuon:  Mmpooitindose  perpetuo  silencio  en  el  aauntof 
all  violationa  were  to  be  punished  for  disobedience  and  contempt  of  the  man- 
dates of  the  pope  and  the  king,  and  any  disturbance  of  the  public  peace  and 
high  treason,  Jielrila,  Recop.,  i.  pt.  iii.  33S.  Jesuits  residing  in  Prussia  and 
Russia,  engaged  In  the  education  of  Roman  Catholics,  remained  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  respective  sovereigns,  Frederick  IL  and  Catherine  II. 

"  March  14,  ITG8,  was  published  another  edict  einlH>dying  a  royal  order  of 
November  11,  17C7,  which  forbade  the  return  of  Jesuits,  under  any  name, 
character,  or  pretext,  to  the  Spanish  dominions,  without  the  Itina's  special 
leave.  DUposkiona  Variat,  iv.,  noe,  68  and  09.  April  3,  1709,  the  viceroy 
mode  known  other  oixlers  of  the  king  and  council  to  suppress  from  the  uni- 
versities and  colleges  every  chair  called /e«ufri<ra,'  and  no  texts  of  the  order  or 
recommended  by  it  were  to  be  thereafler  used.  In  this  lie  was  seconded  liv 
the  bishops.  /.(.,  noa.  70-72;  Croix,  Rial  Cldtda,  Ag.  12,  1708;  FiAian,  CoL 
dt  Provideaciae,  455-01, 
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of  that  the  natives  of  Spanish  descent,  being  mostly  at- 
tached to  the  Jesuits, and  at  the  same  time  displeased  at 
the  preference  shown  by  the  government  to  subjects 
from  Spain,  in  open  violation  of  the  right  and  priv- 
ileges given  the  former  in  the  laws  of  the  Indies,  were 
indignant  at  the  treatment  the  Jesuits  had  met  with, 
and  which  could  be  regarded  as  nothing  less  than  rank 
despotism.  In  and  near  the  capital,  where  the  govern- 
ment had  great  military  resources,  the  discontented 
could  not  openly  resent  the  insult.  But  in  the  more 
distant  parts  the  people  imprudently  gave  vent  to  their 
feelings,  and  this  in  overt  acts,  planning  a  dangerous 
conspiracy  against  the  Spaniards  from  Europe,  and  the 
government.  There  is  no  means  of  ascertaining  what 
was  its  real  scope,  but  it  is  believed  that  in  Guanajuato, 
Michoacan,  San  Luis  Potosf,  and  Quer^taro,  those 
who  were  engaged  in  it  purposed  to  break  the  con- 
nection with  Spain,  and  establish  in  Mexico  a  mon- 
archy with  a  Mexican  dynasty.  The  plan  had  been 
matured  with  great  secrecy,  but  owing  to  an  im- 
prudent act  the  revolt  broke  out  prematurely  in  the 
town  of  Apatzingan,  seconded  in  Uruapan,  and  fol- 
lowed up  in  Pdtzcuaro,  Guanajuato,  San  Luis  de  la 
Paz,  and  other  places.  The  pretext  alleged  was  the 
king's  rescript  for  the  expulsion  of  the  Jesuits.  Every- 
where was  heard  the  cry  of  mueran !  mueran  I  There 
were  constant  violations  of  law  and  order;  life  and 
property  became  insecure.  The  motto  was  *'nuevo  rey 
y  nueva  ley."  The  creation  of  a  nobility  and  other 
hare-brained  projects  was  contemplated;  but  nothing 
was  done  toward  accomplishing  the  national  indepen- 
dence except  the  removal  from  the  court-rooms  and 

them,  qaoting  the  words  of  the  royal  c4dn1a.  Sivas  y  VduscOt  Carta  Pas- 
toral, passim.  The  government  itself  violated  the  order  for  silence,  by  pub- 
lishing a  pamphlet  which  pretended  to  give  chronologically  the  offences  of 
the  society  from  its  installation.  A  pastoral  of  the  bishop  of  Puebla  of  October 
28,  1 767,  was  severely  criticised  by  one  Sambeli,  who  used  abusive  language 
fli]:ainst  the  government,  accusing  it  and  its  agents  of  robbery,  and  assuring 
the  king  that  he  would  get  no  profit  from  the  Jesuits*  estates,  because  '  d  los 
ministros  que  aoduvieron  en  la  danza  se  les  ha  pegado  mncho  en  las  ufias* 
....  *quicn  hurta  &  ladron  gana  cien  aflos  de  perdon.*  Fabian,  CoL  de  Prov- 
idtncias,  231-93;  Lexarza,  Diligencioii,  in  Pap.  deJesuUas,  MS.,  no.  4, 1-4, 
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In  1796,  with  the  invasion  of  the  pope's  states,  the 
remaining  Jesuits  hecame  dispersed,  and  the  few 
Americans  returned  to  their  respective  countries. 
Some  of  them  had  their  pensions  douhled  and  trebled, 
and  received  other  compensations.  But  the  privil^o 
of  hving  in  their  native  country  did  not  last  long. 
The  Spanish  government,  controlled  bv  Godoy,  the 
favorite  of  King  Cdrlos  IV.,  caused  the  last  survivors 
to  be  confined  in  convents." 

The  deputies  from  America  and  the  .Philippines  to 
the  national  cdrtes  in  Spain,  presented  several  peti- 
tions  for  the  restoration  of  the  society  of  Jesus  in  the 
Indies.  The  eleventh  and  last  was  on  the  16th  of  De- 
cember 1810,  and  was  ratified  on  the  31st  of  the  same 
month  by  new  members  from  Mexico.  The  reasons" 
adduced  were  the  great  importance  of  the  society  in 
promoting  science,  and  the  progress  of  missions  which 
introduced  and  spread  the  Christian  faith  among  the 

** BuitcanarUe,  ExpcUriaeiim,  in  AUgrt,  Hial.  Comp,  Jetii$,  iii.  304;  /''., 
Siipltm.,  in  Caw,  Trtt  Sigtoa,  iii.  4.  Father  Rafael  de  Cflis,  a  native  of 
Vera  Cnie,  wrote  m  178fl  a  catalogue  of  the  province  of  Mexico  contaJnttig 
biogniplucal  data,  imd  showiliK  tbe  dote  of  death  of  each  member  till  the 
time  of  his  oim  demise.  The  list  wae  continued  b;  Father  Pedro  Maniuei. 
Only  99  vers  alive  at  the  beginning  of  the  10th  century;  and  in  1S20,  96 
of  them  were  already  dead.  Comp. /rsug,  CoMiojo,  3-202;  O-iz.  Mex.  {lldS-^Q), 
ix,  85-7.  It  is  well  known  that  Beveral  of  the  exiled  Jesuits  wrote  volumi- 
nous  works,  for  which  the  learned  world  has  given  thtm  due  credit.  Among 
such  writera  were  several  natives  of  New  Spain,  from  whoae  productions  I 
have  often  quoted  in  the  course  of  this  work.  Their  names  and  writing  will 
be  duly  noticed  elsewhere.  Others  had  won  themselves  in  the  eiijhtecuui  cen- 
tui^  an  honorable  and  revered  name  in  Mexico,  for  their  virtues  and  apostoUo 
zeal;  luunely,  Antonio  do  HordoQana,  Francisco  Chavez,  Francisco  Javier 
Solcliaga,  Juan  Villavtcencio;  Francis  Herman  GlandorET.  a  native  of  Weet- 
phalin,  the  great  apoatle  of  Taraumara,  who  wsa  compared  with  Saint  Francis 
Aavier,  and  died  August  8,  l"li3;  Juan  Francisco  Iracorri,  tho  'snnto  ameri- 
cano;'  Francisco  Javier  Gomez;  Juan  Perez,  of  whom FatherOviedosaid that 
a  man  of  approved  spirit  saw  *  aubir  bu  alma  de  la  cama  al  cielo,  sin  paaor  por 
el  purgatono' — seeing  the  Bonl  fly  up  is  certainly  a  drajnatic  form  of  ex- 

Ereasion.  Perez  died  in  March,  17S0;  hewns  noted  for  tho  charitablB  care 
c  took  of  insane  females.  Then  there  were  Agustin  ArrioU,  Msjiiiet  Alvarez, 
Juan  Camero,  who  foretold  the  day  of  bis  death;  Jos^  de  Guevara,  CristiSbal 
Flores,  Salvador  de  U  Gindara,  Mannel  Arce,  Pedro  Canton,  Juan  Antonio 
de  Oviedo,  Juan  Mayom,  and  Agustin  Marquez.  Excepting  Glandorff, 
Gomez,  Pere«,  and  .^varez,  the  above  named  were  bom  in  New  Spain. 
3]ny«Ta,Rrl.,  1-78;  Dice.  Univ.  Hist.  Otog.,  i.-x.  paasim ;  Jemm,  Co(.  Comp., 
200;  Laxcano,  Vida  drl  P.  Oviedo,  1-582;  Pap.  dtJtsaitat,  MS.,  no.  20,  l-31j 
Cattafiixa,  Rtl.,  frontispiece. 

"  Tho  new  deputies  asked  for  their  consideration,  '  con  la  preferencia  qno 
demandon  las  Americas,  y  ia  urgencia  de  que  somos  testigos.'  BuMwiimU, 
JJ^tnaa  Comp.  Jema,  15-10. 
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the  work  already  cited,  and  the  Zodiaco  Mariano^  Mex.,  1755,  a  poBthumons 
work  of  considerable  importance  for  the  ecclesiastical  history  of  Spanish 
North  America,  in  which  the  details  are  narrated  with  great  fulness,  with 
names,  dates,  and  circumstances,  and  with  authorities  and  bibliographical 
citations.  KicoUs  Antonio,  Bib.  Hiep.  Nova,  i.  426,  makes  no  mention  of 
these  two  works,  only  two  of  his  earlier  and  less  important  publications  being 
cited.  Of  the  author  he  says  '  tum  Roma,  turn  Hispali  omnium  Indicarum 
provinciarum  procurator.*  Alcedo,  Bib,  Am,,  MS.,  L  400-1,  who  follows  An* 
tonio,  adds  to  the  latter's  list  two  more  works  of  the  same  class.  While 
Beristain's  list  of  this  author's  works  is  very  complete,  Sabin  gives  some  val* 
uable  information  relative  to  the  various  editions. 

Florencia's  incompleted  task  was  destined  to  be  continued  by  one  greater 
than  he,  but  who,  like  him,  was  also  fated  to  leave  the  work  tmfinished.  His 
successor,  Francisco  Javier  Alegre,  was  bom  in  1729  at  Vera  Cruz,  where  he 
received  his  early  education  and  studied  Latin.  Thence  he  passed  to  Puebla, 
where,  having  distinguished  himself  in  the  study  of  philosophy  and  the  other 
branches  taught  at  that  period,  he  began  a  course  of  canonical  law  at  the 
capitaL  On  the  19th  of  March  1794  he  took  the  habit  at  the  Jesuit  college 
of  Tepozotlan.  During  his  novitiate  he  conunitted  to  memory  the  works  of 
St  Francis  of  Sales,  and  the  ascetic  writings  of  Friar  Luis  de  Granada  and 
others,  and,  after  professing,  diligently  devoted  himself  to  the  study  of  the 
Latin  writers  of  the  golden  age.  Later  he  dedicated  himself  with  such  ear- 
nestness to  the  study  of  theology  that  his  astonishing  progress  in  this  science 
gained  for  him  the  applause  of  his  companions,  but  so  affected  his  health  as 
to  compel  his  transfer  to  Habana.  There  he  taught  philosophy,  and  perfected 
himself  in  Greek,  mathematics,  and  the  modem  languages.  Seven  years  later 
he  passed  to  the  Jesuit  college  recently  opened  in  M<}rida,  Yucatan,  where 
after  a  few  years,  his  superiors  recognizing  his  fitness  for  the  work,  he  was 
called  to  Mexico  to  continue  the  history  of  the  society. 

Availing  himself  of  the  work  of  Florencia,  the  valuable  writings  of  Ribas, 
Kino,  Fray  Martin  Perez,  Friar  Ignacio  Trysk,  and  an  immense  mass  of 
annual  reports  and  private  correspondence,  he  described  in  a  simple  but  cor- 
rect and  elegant  style  the  extensive  labors  of  his  order  from  their  establish- 
ment in  Florida  in  1566  to  about  17()5,  when  its  members  had  already  com- 
pleted the  conquest  of  the  north-western  provinces  of  New  Spain.  Two 
volumes  in  manuscript  had  thus  far  been  completed,  when  two  years  later 
the  further  continuation  of  the  work  was  prevented  by  the  expulsion  of  the 
society.  Having,  with  the  majority  of  his  exiled  companions,  taken  up  his 
residence  at  Bologna,  he  continued  his  studies  and  teachings,  published  a 
translation  of  the  Iliad,  wrote  Alexandriada,  a  poem  on  the  conquest  of  Tyre 
by  Alexander,  and  finished  fourteen  books  on  Elementos  de  Geometria,  and 
four  lectures  on  Secciones  Cdnicaa,  Here  also  he  wrote  the  most  famous  of 
his  works,  the  IiislUiicioTies  TfoldgkaSy  consisting  of  eighteen  books  in  seven 
volumes,  and  published  a  year  after  his  death,  which  occurred  August  16, 
1788,  near  Bologna.  In  all,  he  wrote  twenty  works,  which  are  enumerated 
by  Beristain,  Bib,  Hisp.-Am,,  i.  54.  Alegre 's  early  studies  are  evident  in 
his  various  works,  his  good  taste  and  judgment  being  ever}* where  appar- 
ent.    His  expressions  against  the  enemies  of  the  society  are  moderate,  and 
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SEPABATE  GoySBNMENT  FOR  THB  PbOVINGIAS  InTEBNAS— lNTEia>ENCIAS  OV 

Provinces— Changes  Effected  and  Final  Establishment — Viceroy 
AND  Archbishop  Alonso  Nui^ez  db  Haro — ^His  High  Character  and 
Previous  Record — Extraordinart  Honors  Conferred  on  Him  by. 
the  Crown— His  Death  and  Burial — Calamitous  Visitations — Epi- 
demics AND  Earthquakes — ^Their  Effect  on  the  Ignorant— Vice- 
roy Manuel  Antonio  Florez — His  Previous  Career— War  against 
the  Apaches — English  and  Russians  Watched  in  the  Pacific — 
General  Poucy  of  This  Ruler — Resignation,  and  Cause  of  It- 
Special  Favor  Shown  Him  by  the  Crown — His  Departure  for 
Spain — Obsequies  of  and  Mourning  for  CArlos  III. — Grand  Proc- 
lamation OF  CArlos  IV. — Honors  to  Royal  Personages. 

The  expediency  of  reorganizing  the  government  of 
New  Spain  was  one  of  the  primarv  questions  that  en- 
gaged the  attention  of  the  visitaoor  general,  Josd  de 
■iralvez^,  during  his  sojourn  in  the  country.  In  accord 
with  Viceroy  de  Croix,  who  ruled  for  the  king  at  the 
time,  he  formed  and  laid  before  the  crown  a  plan  for  its 
better  administration,  which  was  approved  and  ordered 
to  be  carried  out.  That  plan  provided  among  other 
things  for  the  creation  of  a  government,  comandancia 
general,  and  superintendencia  de  hacienda,  entirely 
independent  of  the  viceroyalty  of  New  Spain,  in 
the  provincial  interrids,  so  called,  including  Nueva 
Vizcaya,  Sonora,  Sinaloa,  and  the  Califomias,  together 
with  Coahuila,  Tex^,  and  New  Mexico;  the  new  gov- 
ernor to  have  also  the  patronato  real,  a  prerogative 
that  will  be  fully  treated  of  in  another  part  of  this 
volume.     Though  clothed  likewise  with  judicial  pow- 
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ers,  the  governor  was  practically  relieved  from  the 
duties  attendant  thereon  by  the  process  of  referring 
to  the  audiencia  of  Guadalajara  all  judicial  matters 
coming  to  him  on  appeal.  Thus  he  was  enabled  to 
devote  a  large  portion  of  his  attention  to  military  and 
financial  affairs  with  perfect independenceof  any  New 
World  authority.  Full  particulars  upon  this  new 
organization  are  given  in  another  subdivision  of  my 
work.'  SuflBce  it  to  add  here  that  after  this  part 
of  the  plan  had  undergone  several  changes,  a  final 
arrangement  was  made  under  royal  decrees  of  the  23d 
and  24th  of  November,  1792,  with  the  reorganization 
of  a  comandancia  general  de  provincias  internas,  com- 
prising Sonora,  Nueva  Vizcaya,  New  Mexico,  Texas, 
and  Coahuila,  independent  of  the  viceroy.*  The  two 
Californias,  Nuevo  Leon,  and  the  colony  of  Nuevo 
Santander  were  attached  to  the  viceroyalty  of  New 
Spain.  This  last  arrangement  went  into  effect  in 
1793,  and  was  still  in  force  in  the  early  years  of  the 
present  century.' 

The  other  part  of  the  plan  adopted  by  the  crown 
in  1769  upon  the  joint  recommendation  of  the  marques 
de  Croix  and  Visitador  general  Galvez,  on  the  15th 
of  January,  1768,  for  an  entire  change  in  the  organi- 
zation of  the  government,  was  that  of  suppressing  the 
corregidorcs  and  alcaldes  mayores,  of  whom  there 
were  about  two  hundred  in  the  districts  of  the  audi- 
encias  of  Mexico  and  Guadalajara.  These  officials 
were  deemed  prejudicial,  for  the  reason  that  having 
to  support  themselves,  to  pay  off  the  debts  con- 
tracted for  obtaining  their  office,  and  to  retire  with 
a  fortune,  they  resorted  to  any  means  to  secure 
these  ends.*     Viceroy  Linares  gave  them  a  bad  char- 

'  //«.  Kotih  Mtx.  S'alei,  i.,  this  series. 
*Jievilla  Gi'jedo.  Imiruc,  MS.,  M3-0;  InHruc.  Vireyt.  201, 
*Rfal  Orden,  May  30,   1804,  in  JToyer',  ilSH.,  no.  3;  Soc.  Mfx.  Geog., 
Solrlln.  ii.  5. 

inte  arbitrio,  por  in juato  6  citraordinoriu  que  Bea, ' 
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actor  early  in  the  century,*'  regarding  them  as  a 
miserable  set  for  the  most  part,  bent  on  plunder  and 
other  malefeasances. 

The  plan  proposed  was  the  creation  of  intend  en  cias  in 
Mexico,  Puebla,  Vera  Cruz,  Yucatan,  Oajaca,  Valla- 
dolid,  Guanajuato,  San  Luis  Potosf,  Nueva  Galicia, 
Durango,  Sonora,  and  Sinaloa,  New  Mexico,  and  the 
Californias,  with  a  gobernador  intendente  at  the  head 
of  each,  charged  with  the  four  important  branches  of 
the  public  service,  namely,  government  and  police, 
justice,  treasury,  and  war.  Excepting  those  of  Mexico, 
Vera  Cruz,  Yucatan,  and  Sonora,  they  were  to  have  also 
the  patronato  real.®  Viceroy  Bucareli  could  not  see  the 
advantage  of  these  intendentes,  with  so  many  and 
enlarged  powers,  feeling  certain  that  they  never  could 
efficiently  perform  their  manifold  duties,  owing  mainly 
to  the  difficulty  in  procuring  competent  subordinates 
for  the  sub-districts  of  the  vast  extent  of  territory 
assigned  to  each  intendencia.  He  preferred  to  see 
reforms  introduced  more  slowly. 

The  scheme  seems  to  have  lain  dormant  till  toward 
the  end  of  1786,  when  by  a  royal  ordinance  counter- 
signed by  Josd  de  Galvez,  as  ministro  universal  de 
Jndias,  NeW  Spain,  including  Yucatan  and  Nueva 
Galicia,  was  divided  into  twelve  intendencias,  namely, 
one  intendencia  general  for  the  province  of  Mexico, 
and  the  intendencias  of  Guadalajara,  Zacatecas,  Du- 
rango, Sonora,  Puebla,  Vera  Cruz,  M^rida,  Oajaca,  Va- 
Uadolid,  Guanajuato,  and  San  Luis  Potosf,  taking  the 
names  of  their  capitals,  and  each  having  at  its  head 
a  gobernador  intendente.  The  head  towns  and  resi- 
dences of  such  officers  were  made  the  seats  of  corregi- 
mientos,  a  rank  that  several  of  them  had  not  before. 
Under  this  ordinance  the  alcaldes  mayores  were  dis- 

^He  pithily  said  of  them,  'desde  el  ingreso  de  sa  empleo  faltan  A  Bios,  en 
el  juramento  que  quiebran;  al  rey,  en  los  repartimientos  que  haccn;  y  al  co- 
nmu  de  los  naturaies,  en  la  fonna  con  que  los  tiranizan.  LinareSy  Insiruc.y 
M8.,  13. 

^Zamorn,  Bib.  Leg.  UlL,  iii.  371-57;  Intendentes,  Heal  6rd.,  410;  Beleila, 
Hecop.,  ii.  86;   Villarroel,  Justa  JRepulsa,  MS.,  2;  Rivera,  Gob,  Mdx.,  i.  428. 
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ever,  to  the  great  chagrin  of  cavillers.  Early  in  1787 
arrived  in  New  Spain  several  of  the  intendentes  ap- 
pointed for  the  provinces.  A  royal  order  of  October 
25, 1787,  required  such  officials  to  produce  their  com- 
missions to  the  viceroy,  who  would  endorse  them, 
place  the  appointees  in  office,  and  notify  the  audiencia 
of  the  fact.  The  intendentes  had  to  apprise  the  vice- 
roy of  the  persons  appointed  by  them  as  subdelegados, 
and  this  was  also  made  known  to  the  audiencia  of 
Mexico.*  Like  all  radical  measures  in  government, 
the  present  one  did  not  work  well  at  first.  After  three 
years'  experience  the  new  system  was  found  defective 
in  many  points,  and  loud  were  the  laments  and  pre- 
dictions of  calamity.'  Some  trifling  changes  had  been 
effected,  one  of  which  was  that  of  annexing  the  super- 
intendencia  general  to  the  viceregal  office.  Many 
of  the  other  intendencias  had  been  filled  with  men  of 
ability  and  integrity,  but  of  little  or  no  administrative 
experience,  and  entirely  ignorant  of  the  country's 
peculiar  needs.  This  was  a  serious  mistake  which 
caused  the  many  defects  of  the  system  to  be  still  more 
glaring.  Constant  suggestions  were  made  to  the  king 
for  reforms,  but  they  all  remained  unheeded."    The 


of  Jaita  HtpuUa  del  Reglamtnto  df  laU-ndenciiu,  given  as  an  appendix  to  tha 
foregoing  ivoril,  is  taken  ap  chiefly  with  atrtcturca  on  tliaC  ordinance.  Thcfia 
iDBjiuscnpts  are  probably  original,  anil  tbe  eignaturca  oF  Villarrucl  appended 
to  theni  with  a  nlbrica,  in  bis  own  handwriting.  Bust^mantc,  in  &  criticism 
of  tlia  work  in  No.  21  of  bia  periodical  La  I'm  lU  la  Palria,  Bpeaka  of  tlia 
author  aa  one  who  bad  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  state  of  New  Spain,  and 
of  hia  belief  that  Viceroy  llevilla  Uigedo  iiad  it  before  him  when  he  formed 
his  wise  iustmctions  for  bie  siicccsBoraj  adding  likewise  that  uiany  of  the  I'o- 
forms  there  recommended  by  Villarroel  were  from  time  to  time  ndopted. 

'Intendentes  residing  within  the  district  of  the  audiencia  of  Guadalajara, 
had  tonotify  it  of  the  appointed  subdelegados.  March  21,  1703,  the  king  or- 
dained that  Bucli  intendentes  ahonld  take  the  official  oath  before  that  court. 
(M/rn™  Je  (a  Corown,  MS.,  i.5-«!  CWu^Ho,  MS.,  iii.  10-11.  AiUoiieliiaSoc 
J/fj.  Gfojr.,  Bolelin,  2a  ep.,  ii.  338. 

'The  ueceaaity  of  amending  Borne  of  the  articles  of  the  regnUtion  and 
snpprpasing  others  bad  been  represented  to  the  crown.  FloTtt,  JimlTUC.  15-13, 
inLmartt,  /iisfrwr . ,  M  S. 

'"Viceroy  RevillaUigcdo  recommended  that  some  of  the  intendencias,  such 
as  Guadalajara,  Vera  Cruz,  and  Yucatan,  should  be  intrusted  to  military  of- 
liccra  of  Jdgh  rank,  likcmariscalesdc  campo  and  brigadiers;  others  to  colonels; 
BUd  the  rest  might  be  placed  in  charge  of  civilians.  Uo  also  suggested  tha 
creation  uf  one  intendcncia  for  the  four  eastern  provinciaa  inteiuas,  one  for 
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intendencia  of  GuadaJajara,  one  of  the  most  impor- 
tant, that  city  being  the  seat  of  an  audiencia,  an 
episcopal  see,  and  a  university,  was  placed  in  charge 
of  a  high  military  officer,"  the  brigadier  Jacobo  de 
Ugarte  y  Loyola,  who  on  the  14th  of  March,  1791, 
assumed  the  duties  of  his  offices."  Another  exten- 
sive intendencia  was  that  of  Vera  Cruz"  with  a  length 
of  two  hundred  and  ten  leagues,  and  a  width  of  from 
twenty-five  to  thirty  leagues. 

In  1804,  and  from  that  time  to  the  end  of  the  Span- 
ish domination,  the  country  was  divided  into  twelve 
intendencias,  to  wit:  Sonera  and  Sinaloa,  Durango, 
Zacatccas,  Guadalajara,  San  Luis  Fotosf,  Guanajuato, 
Valladolid,  Mexico,  Oajaca,  Puebla,  Vera  Cruz,  and 
M^rida;  besides  the  three  provinces  of  New  Mexico, 
Antigua  California,  and  Nueva  California." 

The  intendentes,  acting  in  some  provinces  as  gov- 
ernors and  in  others  as  corregidores,  had  the  ordinary 
royal  jurisdiction,  subject  respectively  to  the  superior 
government  and  the  courts  of  justice.  As  regards 
Yucatan  there  was  some  difference;  the  gobernador 
intendente  was  subject  to  the  viceroy,  audiencia,  and 
superintendente  de  hacienda  of  New  Spain,  in  mat- 

Cbihnahua,  anil  one  for  Tabasco ;  the  last  to  be  in  cbarge  of  a  militoty  man. 
Seviila  Giijedo,  IiiKlruc.,  MS.,  80-110. 

"  The  intendencia  was  boanded  on  tbe  north  by  Nneva  Viscaja,  on  the 
south  by  that  of  Vatladoliil,  on  the  west  by  Sonora  and  the  Pacific  Ocean,  on 
the  east  by  Zacatecaa  and  Guanajuato.  Deao'ij/cion,  etc.,  in  Coi.  dt  Diarioa, 
etc,  MS.,  241. 

"Ho  called  himself  comandante  general,  presldento,  gobemardor inten- 
dente of  the  provinces  comprised  within  the  kingdom  of  Nueva  Galicia. 
UgarSe  u  Loyola,  Rdadon,  in  Soc.  Mex.  Oeog. ,  Boltlin,  2Ja  ep.  iii.  307,  314. 

"  It  had  on  the  east,  Yucatan  and  tho  ^ulf  of  Mexico;  ou  the  west  the  in- 
tendencias of  Oajaca,  Puebla,  and  Mexico;  on  the  north,  tho  colonies  of 
Nuovo  Santander,  later  known  as  Tamaulipaa.    Rivera,  tiist.  Jalapa,  i.  150-1. 

"The  following  shows  the  area  and  population  of  each  intendencia  in 
1803:  Sonora  and  Sinaloa,  1S,143  square  leagues,  pop.  121,400;  Duranao, 
}C,8T3  sq.  L,  pop.  159,700;  Zacatccas,  2,355  sq.  1.,  pop.  153,300;  Guadala- 
jara, 0,012  sq.  1,,  pop,  630,500;  San  Luis  Potosf,  27,821  sq,  l,  pop.  331,000; 
Guanajuato,  911  sq.  1.,  pop.  517,300;  Valladolid,  3,447  sq.  1.,  pop.  376,400; 
Meiieo,  5,927  sq.  1.,  pop.  1,511,900;  Puebla,  2,696  sq.  1.,  pop.  613,300;  Vera 
Crnz,  4,141  sq.  I.,  pop.  150,000;  Oajaca,  4,447  sq.  1.,  pop.  634.800;  M«rida, 
5,077  sq.  I.,  pop.  40,1,800.  Adding  the  Uirce  provinces:  New  Mexico,  5,709 
sq.  1..  pop.  40,200;  Antigua  California,  7,296  »b.  1.,  pop.  9,000;  Kueva  Cali- 
lornia,  2,125  sq.  1.,  pop.  15,000.  Totals,  118,478  so.  1.,  nop.  5,837,100, 
Hwaboldt,  Vereuch,  \.  uo.  3,  14^245;  Id.,  EttaiPoUl.,  145-60. 
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ters  of  government,  judiciary,  and  finances,  respec- 
tively; but  was  independent  in  his  military  position, 
being  clothed  with  the  title  of  captain-general.  The 
expediency  of  creating  the  office  of  intendente  corre- 
gidor  for  the  province  of  Mexico  was  suggested  to  the 
crown  by  several  viceroys.^ 

Soon  after  the  king's  government  learned  of  the 
death  of  Viceroy  Galvez,  it  sent  out  a  temporary  ap- 
pointment to  Doctor  Alonso  Nuflez  de  Haro  y  Pe- 
ralta,^*  a  member  of  the  royal  council,  and  archbishop 
of  Mexico,  who  thus  became  the  fiftieth  viceroy.^' 
The  archbishop  was  a  native  of  Villagarcfa,  of  the 
diocese  of  Cuenca  in  Spain,  bom  on  the  31st  of  Octo- 
ber 1729.  He  began  his  literary  studies  in  the  uni- 
versity of  Toledo,  and  finished  them  at  Bologna, 
where  he  subsequently  was  rector  of  the  college  of 
San  Clemente.  Later  he  became  professor  of  theol- 
ogy, and  a  doctor  of  divinity  of  the  last  named  college, 
and  of  the  university  of  Avila.  This  honor  he  re- 
ceived when  only  eighteen  years  of  age.  Haro  was  a 
great  linguist,  having  a  thorough  knowledge  of  He- 
brew, Chaldean,  Greek,  and  Latin,  and  being  able  to 
converse  and  write  with  as  much  ease  and  perfection 
in  Italian  and  French^®  as  in  his  native  tongue.  When 
still  very  young  he  paid  a  visit  to  Rome,  and  Benedict 
XIV.  was  so  much  pleased  with  his  erudition  that 
he  specially  recommended  him  to  the  royal  prince 
Luis  de  Borbon,  cardinal-archbishop  of  Toledo,  and 
primate  of  Spain.  In  after  years  Doctor  Haro  filled 
several  high  ecclesiastical  positions,  acquiring  an  en- 
viable reputation  for  learning  and  pulpit  eloquence, 

"  Marquina,  Instrue.  cU  Vtr,  Iturrigaray^  1803,  in  Instrtte,  Vireyes,  204. 

^^ Disposicionea  Varias,  iii.  43;  AhatSf  Oca,,  ii.  412,  iii.  3.  I  possess  hia 
autograpn  signature  in  Ordenes  de  la  Coronet,  MS.,  y.  4,  and  in  Doc.  Ecles., 
Mex.,  MS.,  no.  7. 

'^  There  is  nothing  to  explain  why  the  andiencia,  without  having  offended, 
was  slighted.  The  only  reason  that  may  be  adduced  is  that  the  marques  de 
Sonora  meant  the  appointment  of  Haro  to  be  a  mark  of  esteem  for  the  high 
honor  and  consideration  he  had  extended  to  his  nephew. 

'  ^"  Soaa,  Episcop,  Mex. ,  199-^K).  A  distinguished  author  and  theologian, 
jGoz,  Mex.  (1800-1),  x.  137-8. 
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In  1785  serious  injury  befell  the  country  from 
heavy  frosts.  Haro,  la  conjunction  with  the  conde 
de  Galvez,  rendered  all  possible  aid,  placing  at  the 
disposal  of  the  curates  in  the  tierra  caliente,  Huas- 
teca,  and  the  Sierra,  nearly  $100,000  to  be  distrib- 
uted among  the  ruined  agriculturists.  The  results 
were  so  satisfactory  that  the  prelate  not  only  won 
the  gratitude  of  those  benefiteu,  but  also  the  king's 
warmest  commendations  and  thanks.** 

With  such  a  record  Haro  y  Peralta  was  certainly 
entitled  to  the  mark  of  confidence  reposed  in  hiai  in 
being  called  to  the  temporary  rule  over  New  Spain 
by  the  royal  order  of  February  25,  1787.  He  took 
possession  of  the  office  on  the  8th  of  May,*'  and 
held  it  until  the  1 6th  of  August  of  the  same  year. 
Within  his  short  rule  he  brought  to  an  end  all  the 
affairs  that  the  former  viceroy  had  left  pending  at  his 
death,  and  likewise  all  those  that  from  day  to  day 
were  submitted  to  his  consideration  for  despatch. 
He  forwarded  Doctor  Sesse's  plan  of  a  botanic  gar- 
den, and  resolved  the  difficult  matter  of  the  inten- 
dencias,  from  which  much  benefit  to  the  native  race 
was  expected.  In  this  he  encountered  some  trouble, 
but  managed  to  calm  the  excited  passions  of  those 
whose  interests  were  injured  by  the  innovation ;  and 
while  the  royal  behests  were  fully  carried  out,  the 
dignity  of  the  ruler  was  also  upheld.^  He  placed 
in  Ilabana  and  La  Guaira  large  amounts  of  money 
for  the  purchase  of  negroes  from  the  English  dealers. 
He  declined  to  draw  his  salary.  He  discharged  the 
viceregal  as  he  had  the  pastoral  duties,  with  tact  and 
uprightness,  his  fine  education  and  elegant  manners 
aiding  at  all  times  to  enhance  the  merit  of  his  acts. 

■°  A  royal  order  of  May  19,  1786,  saya  that  the  king's  heart  was  filled  with 
joy  oil  Beting  how  mnnificontly  Lis  va&aaU  had  been  anocorcd.  He  waa  tuUy 
eatiafieil  Umt  Haro's  appointmeat  to  Mexico  bad  been  it  moat  judicious  one. 

"  The  baton  of  comniaa  J  was  delivered  him  at  the  top  of  the  staira  iu  the 
corridora  of  tho  palace;  tlicnco  he  went  to  the  hall  of  tlio  real  acuerdo,  where 
he  took  tho  oath  of  office  adminiatercil  by  the  secretary  of  tho  audiencla,  Jos4 
Mariano  Villaseca.  Gaz.  de  3l(x.  (1786-7),  ii.  354;  Oomez,  Diario,  211-13. 

"Panel,  Fir.,  in  Mon«m.  Dom.  Etp.,  MS.,  130. 
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twenty-fifth  archbishop  of  Mexico,  and  his  funeral 
was  marked  by  the  usual  pomp.*^ 

New  Spain  during  the  eighteenth  century  was  vis- 
ited by  calamities  in  various  forms — epidemics,  of 
which  I  have  spoken  elsewhere,  storms  and  floods," 
and  last,  and  yet  more  destructive  and  terrorizing, 
earthquakes,  the  severest  of  which  were  probably 
those  experienced  between  the  28th  of  March  and 
the  17th  of  April,  1787,*^  in  the  city  of  Mexico  and 

^Del  Barrio  J  Panegirico  OrcUio;  Odndamo,  O,  O,,  Sermon  de  honras; 
Casaus,  R.y  Oradon  fdmehre;  Nuilez^  Ihl.,  JRelacionde  la/dn,  cerem. 

^la  1762  the  city  of  Guanajuato  had  a  flood  brought  on  by  heavy  rains, 
which  destroyed  her  best  buildings,  temples,  mines,  etc  Reaks  Cidtdaa^ 
MS. ,  i.  8.  Snow  fell  in  Mexico — a  very  rare  phenomenon — the  2d  of  Febru- 
ary, 1767,  doing  some  damage.  Ahate^  OaceUis,  ii.  311.  An  inundation  in 
Ouanaiuato  July  27,  1780,  nmde  it  necessary  to  raise  the  level  of  the  greater 
part  of  that  city,  and  many  fine  edifices  were  accordingly  buried.  Romero^ 
Mich.,  159.  From  16th  to  20th  December,  1783,  Teutitlan  del  Valle  had 
heavy  storms  of  sleet — a  stranse  spectacle  for  that  region — which  did  great 
damage  among  the  flocks  of  sheep  and  grain-fields.  They  were  followed  on 
the  21st  by  a  tremendous  rain,  naif  an  hour  before  which  a  subterranean 
rumbling  was  heard  which  filled  the  people  thereabout  with  fear.  Gaz,  de 
M6x,  (1784-5),  i.  10. 

y  The  10th  of  March,  1727,  was  a  fatal  day  for  Oajaca  City,  which  was 
visited  by  terrific  shocks.  Many  buildings  were  thrown  down,  and  others  so 
much  injured  that  they  had  to  be  demolisned.  The  18th  had  been  fixed  for 
public  prayers  and  a  procession,  when  in  its  midst  a  still  more  violent  shock 
than  any  preceding  occurred,  frightening  and  dispersing  the  people;  fortu- 
nately, there  was  no  loss  of  life.  Alegre,  Hist,  Camp,  Jesu^,  iii.  226-7.  On 
the  4th  of  April,  1768,  at  about  6:30  in  the  morning,  the  city  of  Mexico  had 
a  shock;  no  record  existed  of  any  previous  one  of  like  force.  The  foun- 
tains were  half  emptied  by  the  earth  s  vibrations.  It  lasted  over  seven  min- 
utes. Not  a  buildmg,  larffe  or  small,  but  showed  the  ravages  caused  by  the 
unwelcome  visitor.  The  £ock  was  also  felt  in  the  town  of  Nativitad  Ixtlala; 
the  ffround  opened,  and  out  of  the  fissure,  which  was  of  about  12  inches  in 
width,  and  of  great  depth,  rushed  a  stormy  wind  for  a  while.  AlzcUe,  Oacetas, 
11.  27-35,  445,  448.  In  August,  1773,  a  severe  earthquake  so  damaged  sev- 
eral bridges  in  and  about  Mexico  City  that  cuards  were  placed  to  prevent  the 
passage  of  laden  vehicles.  April  21, 1776,  the  city  was  again  scourged  in  the 
same  manner.  The  archbishop  fled  to  Guadalupe;  the  viceroy  bivouacked  in 
his  garden;  the  wealthiest  citizens  abandoned  their  houses,  some  sleeping  out- 
side of  the  citv  in  their  coaches,  others  in  the  ranchos  of  the  suburbs.  The 
people  generally  betook  themselves  to  prayer  and  penitence.  The  shocks  in 
Mexico  lasted  20  dajrs,  and  in  other  parts  about  50.  The  havoc  to  buildings 
everywhere  was  great.  Acapulco  was  almost  entirely  destroyed.  Even  small 
houses  were  thrown  down,  and  just  back  of  the  town,  part  of  a  hill  top  slid 
away.  Escamillaf  Noticiaa  Curiosas  de  Otiat.y  40;  Masfion^  Olla  Podrid^t,  90. 
The  following  year,  at  about  12:18  in  the  night  of  the  8th-9th  of  October  a 
terrific  shock  lasting  ninety  seconds  visited  Antigua  Vera  Cruz,  very  much 
damaging  the  church,  which  had  not  been  repaired  yet  in  1782.  Doc.  Ecles: 
M^x.f  MS.,  i.  no.  2,  1-52.  Asain,  in  1784  on  the  13th  of  January,  Ouana- 
iuato was  greatly  shaken.  The  shocks  lasted  till  early  in  February;  they 
had  been  preceded  by  such  terrific  subterranean  noises  that  the  people,  fear- 
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injured  still  more  the  casas  reales  and  other  edificet 
This  dreadful  state  of  things  continued  till  daybreal* 
on  the  31st,  when  only  a  slight  motion  was  felt.  lu 
the  afternoon  at  five  o  clock,  after  a  violent  hurricane, 
there  fell  a  heavy  rain,  A  rumor  was  circulated  that 
the  San  Felipe  hill,  distant  about  three  miles  from 
the  city,  and  supposed  to  be  filled  with  water,  had 
bur^t  open,  and  so  great  was  the  terror  which  seized 
the  people,  that  they  fled  in  the  direction  of  other 
hills.  It  was  only  with  much  difficulty  that  the  au- 
thorities convinced  them  of  their  mistake  and  induced 
them  to  return.     The  motion  of  the  earth    ceased 


on  the  3d  of  April,  when  opportunity  waa  offered  to 
inspect  the  damages.  Besides  the  royal  houses,  the 
catiiedral,  the  convents  of  La  Merced  and  San  Fran- 
cisco, and  many  other  fine  buildings  had  greatly  suf- 
fered. Nearly  all  the  families  had  sought  shelter 
under  tents  raised  by  them  in  the  plazas  and  open 
fields  near  the  city.  Fortunately  there  were  no  cas- 
ualties, and,  thanks  to  the  timely  measures  adopted, 
no  scarcity  of  food,  or  robberies.^ 

"The  aiidiencia,  then  goTeming  the  kingdom,  imd  the  local  aatborities  ait 
tlip  respective  plucca  Lad  prayer?  made  to  heaven  for  mercy  and  the  cessfttioQ 
of  tlic  soonrge.  Gas.  de  Slix.  (178(i-7),  ii.  327-31;  Ahgre,  I/isL  Comp.  Jutu, 
iii.  228;  Carriedti,  Eatmlio*  UU.,  u,  107. 
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jected  to  the  same  alarms,  but  no  serious  damage 
seems  to  have  been  done  to  property. 

Imaginary  affictions  were  not  wanting.  A  brilliant 
meteor  was  observed  about  seven  o'cIock  in  the  even- 
ing of  the  24th  of  January,  1678,  running  from  west 
to  east,  and  made  the  city  lights  look  pale  and  sickly; 
it  disappeared  after  passing  the  meridian,  previous  to 
which  it  threw  out  sparks  of  a  red  color  similar  to 
those  of  a  rocket.  No  report  was  heard  in  Mexico, 
but  the  people  of  Tacubaya  and  other  places  asserted 
that  they  had  clearly  heard  it,  and  felt  much  alarmed. 
Between  seven  and  eight  in  the  evening  of  November 
14,  1789,^  an  aurora  borealis  was  seen,  which  covered 
a  large  portion  of  the  hemisphere  on  the  north  side. 
Surely  the  end  of  all  things  was  at  hand.  The  heav- 
enly fire  attained  its  greatest  intensity  an  hour  later, 
when  red  and  yellow  light  glared  threateningly.  In 
yet  another  hour  it  had  disappeared,  leaving  New 
Spain  unscorched. 

The  fifty-first  viceroy,  Manuel  Antonio  Florez,^ 
was  a  lieutenant-general,  or  vice-admiral  of  the  royal 
navy,  a  knight  of  the  order  of  Calatrava,  and  com- 
mander of  Molinos  and  Laguna-rota  of  the  same  order. 
He  arrived  at  Vera  Cruz  on  the  line  of  battle  ship 
San ,  Julian,  after  a  voyage  of  fifty-six  days,  on  the 
18th  of  July,  1787,  bringing  his  family,  one  of  whom 
was  Lieutenant-colonel  Joseph  Florez,  who  had  the 
appointment  of  ca^tellano,  or  commandant  of  the  fort 
at  Acapulco.'^ 

^AhcUe,  Oacetas,  i.  231-4;  iv.  445;  Oaz,  de  M^.  (1788-9),  iiL  432-^; 
Panes t  l''ir.f  in  Monum.  Dom,  Esp.,  MS.,  140. 

'^  The  list  of  his  names  as  appearing  at  the  head  of  all  his  edicts,  were, 
besides  the  above,  Maldonado  Martinez  ae  Angulo  y  Bodquin.  I  possess  sev- 
eral of  the  vAbricaa  or  scrolls  that  he  usually  ^ded  to  his  signature.  During 
his  rule  the  king,  to  relieve  him  of  much  labor,  allowed  that  he  should  affix 
only  hiBmedidJirma,  that  is  to  say,  his  first  surname  with  the  scroll,  to  public 
documents  that  were  neither  warrants  nor  orders  in  any  way  involving  pay- 
ment of  moneys  out  of  the  royal  treasury,  nor  original  despatches  to  the  sov- 
ereign, his  ministers  or  councU.  Disposicionea  Varicun,  i.  6o,  ii.  11.  Cedulario, 
MS.,  i.  154. 

''This  officer  resigned  that  command  after  a  while.  He  married  in  Mex- 
ico a  lady  of  the  Teran  family.    In  later  years  he  became  conde  de  Casa- 
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The  tidings  of  the  vicero/s  arrival  at  the  port 
reached  the  capital  on  the  21st.  On  the  14th  of 
August  the  real  acuerdo  paid  its  last  official  visit  to 
Archbishop  Haro,  as  viceroy.  The  latter  on  the  16th 
surrendered  the  baton  to  his  successor  at  the  town  of 
San  Crist6bal  de  Ecatepec,  where,  as  well  as  in  Gua- 
dalupe, the  incoming  viceroy  was  splendidly  enter- 
tained. On  the  17th  he  entered  the  city  of  Mexico 
amid  salvos  of  artillery  and  the  enthusiastic,  hearty 
greeting  of  the  people,  the  troops  lining  both  sides 
of  the  procession.**  He  proceeded  direct  to  the 
council  chamber,  where,  his  three  commissions  as  vice- 
roy-governor, president  of  the  audiencia,  and  captain- 
general  having  been  read,  the  oath  of  office  was 
solemnly  administered  to  him.  The  rest  of  that  day 
and  night  and  the  two  following  ones  were  spent  in 
receiving  and  returning  visits  of  ceremony,  in  attend- 
ing banquets,  and  general  amusement.^ 

On  the  21st  the  late  viceroy  was  closeted  in  con- 
sultation on  public  affiiirs  wath  Florez  nearly  three 
hours.  The  business  of  the  ministerio  general  de 
Indias  having  become  in  1787  extensive  and  com- 
plicated, the  king  resolved  to  divide  it,  placing  judicial 
and  ecclesiastic  affiiii-s  in  charge  of  one  department, 
and  the  military  and  financial  together  with  commerce 
and  navigation  in  that  of  another;  a  secretary  of  state 
presiding  over  each  of  the  departments.  Viceroy 
Florez  had  filled  the  same  position  in  Santa  Fd  de 
Bogotd,  and  was  therefore  familiar  with  its  powers  and 
duties ;  but  in  Mexico  he  found  a  complete  change  in 
the  system  of  administration,  owing  to  the  establish- 
ment of  the  intendencias  and  the  creation  of  a  super- 
intendente  delegado  de  hacienda  in  the  person  of 
Fernando    Mangino,  former  chief  of  the   mint,  by 

Florez,  viceroy  of  Buenos  Aires,  and  ambassador  at  the  French  court.  From 
him  descended  one  of  the  first  families  of  Mexico.  Alamaii,  DUerL,  iii.  app. 
79. 

"  He  allowed  the  halberdiers  who  rode  by  the  side  of  his  coach  to  go  with- 
out their  halberds,  only  with  sword  in  hand.  This  waqa  favor.  Oomez,  Dia- 
rio,  278-80. 

^Gaz.  deMex.  (1786-7),  ii.  397-8. 
Hist.  Mki.,  Yol.  m.    SO 
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which  the  viceregal  functions  had  been  very  much 
curtailed,  in  fact,  reduced  to  but  little  else  than  pre- 
siding over  the  audiencia,  and  directing  military 
matters.  Without  complaint,  however,  he  devoted  his 
attention  to  this  latter  branch  of  the  royal  service, 
introducing  many  improvements,  and  employing  the 
forces  to  the  best  advantage. 

After  the  death  of  the  once  powerful  Jos^  de  Gal- 
vez,  marques  de  Sonora,  the  policy  of  the  king's 
government  underwent  a  change.  The  superinten- 
dency  of  the  exchequer  was  again  given  to  the  vice- 
roy,** and  Mangino  was  called  to  the  royal  council. 
The  crown,  heeding  the  clamor  from  the  frontier  pro- 
vinces and  the  viceroy's  urgent  advice,  empowered 
him  to  wage  a  relentless  war  upon  the  wild  tribes. 
Florez,  accordingly,  in  1788  and  1789  made  constant 
warfare  against  the  Apaches,  Lipans,  and  Mescaleros 
until  they  were  subdued,  the  peace  lasting  for  many 
years.^  The  viceroy  promoted  the  officers  who  had 
rendered  efficient  service  in  the  campaign,  not  for- 
getting the  rank  and  file,  to  whom  deserved  rewards 
were  given.  He  was  now  compelled  to  look  after  the 
expeditions  sent  to  the  Pacific  by  the  English  and 
Americans,  and  to  watch  the  Russians  in  Califor- 
nia. He  gave  strict  orders  to  the  governor  of  this 
province,  the  commandants  at  San  Bias  and  Acapulco, 
and  the  other  local  authorities  on  the  Pacific,  and  re- 
quested the  president  of  Guatemala  to  arrest,  if  possi- 
ble, all  such  exploring  ships  and  their  crews  as  came 
within  their  respective  jurisdictions.  During  this 
rule  two  exploring  expeditions  were  despatched  from 
San  Bias  to  the  Northwest  Coast.  Full  details  on 
these  matters  are  given  in  other  parts  of  this  history. 
Florez  did  not  confine  himself  to  war;  he  favored 
letters,  and  was  a  friend  to  the  scientific  and  literary 
men  of  Mexico.     He  endeavored  to  carry  out  the 

^  Fforfs,  Twitruc.f  in  Instrucciones  F/r.,  119. 

^Real  Orderty  March  11,  1788,  in  Mayer's  3fSS,,  no.  1;  Eacudero,  Not, 
£on.,  71;  Buatamanie,  Suplem.,  in  Cavo,  Trea  Sighs,  iii.  82. 
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project  of  creating  a  botanic  garden,  together  with 
an  institute  for  lectures,  a  library,  etc.,  but  the  heavy- 
expenditure  that  must  be  incurred  checked  these 
enterprises. 

At  this  time  the  treasury  had  much  trouble  in 
meeting  the  outflow  resulting  from  various  causes 
beyond  Florez'  control.  In  1787  the  revenue  had 
decreased  considerably,  and  left  a  deficit  of  nearly  one 
million  dollars,  though  Florez  had  remitted  ten  mill- 
ions. Being  unable  to  finish  the  palace  of  Chapulte- 
pec  he  recommended  that  it  should  be  sold,  or  that 
the  surplus  from  the  liquor  revenue  should  be  applied 
to  its  complotion.  The  old  palace  at  the  foot  of  tue  hill 
was  now  a  mass  of  ruins.  The  health  of  the  viceroy 
had  been  bad  during  the  most  of  the  time  of  his  ad- 
ministration. He  suffered  from  hypochondria,  which 
restricted  his  efforts."  Consequently,  on  the  26th  of 
September,  1788,  he  petitioned  the  king  to  relieve 
him  of  his  office  and  permit  his  return  to  Spain. 
This  was  granted  in  a  royal  order  of  February  22, 
1789,  with  the  condition  that  he  should  remain  in 
Mexico  till  his  successor  arrived.'^  The  crown,  how- 
ever, in  order  to  show  its  appreciation  of  Florez' 
services  in  Mexico,  relieved  him  from  the  usual 
residencia,  and  directed  that  sis  months'  pay  of  a 
viceroy  should  be  placed  at  his  disposal  from  the 
royal  treasury,  to  take  him  back  to  Spain.**  He  ac- 
cordingly left  Mexico  on  the  5th  of  October  for  Gua- 
dalupe, refusing  the  honors  paid  to  viceroys  on  such 
occasions,"  After  delivering  the  command  to  his 
successor,  on  the  19th  he  started  for  Vera  Cruz,  re- 
maining in  Jalapa  till  November,  when  he  embarked 
for  Spain  on  the  ship  of  the  line  San  Roman. 

"Pana,  Vir.,  in  ifoBum,  Dom.  Etp.,  MS.,  86. 

"  Alanrnn  beliovea  tlia.t  Ms  kid'b  nuuriase  into  a  famil7  permanently  set- 
tled in  Mexico,  contributed  not  a  little  to  the  prompt  acceptance  of  the  resig- 
nation;  the  policy  of  the  government  being  opposed  to  high  officials  or  then 
immediate  connectiona  relating  tbemgelTeB  «o  doaely  with  pennuieDt  Mttlcn 
in  the  counby  where  they  held  office. 

"  Ordtnfi  de  la  Corona,  MS.,  iii.  82. 

"Oonwi,  Dlario,  328-7. 
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CHAPTER  XXV. 

ADMINISTRATION  OP  VICEROY  REVILLA  GIGEDO 

THE   YOUNGER. 

1789-1794. 

Ancient  and  Modern  Population  of  New  Spain  and  the  Capital — 
Chapultepbc — Palace  op  Viceroy  Galvez— Moral  and  Social  Con- 
dition op  the  Capital — Reforms  Made  by  the  Viceroy— Appear- 
ance OF  THE  City  in  1800 — Prominent  Buildings — And  Other 
Objects  of  Note— Nuestra  Senora  de  los  Remedios— Arrival  of 
Revilla  Gioedo — Crimes  and  Quick  Justice — Military  Reforms — 
Indian  Disturbances — The  Viceroy's  Letter-box— Formation  of 
Official  Archives— Intendencias — Effect  of  the  French  Revolu- 
tion on  New  Spain— Recall  of  the  Viceroy — Unjust  Persecu- 
tion— His  Final  Vindication. 

According  to  a  census  taken  in  1790,  by  order  of 
Vicerov  Revilla  Gigedo  the  younger,  the  population 
of  the  mtendencia  of  Mexico  then  exceeded  1,500,000, 
and  that  of  the  capital  was  little  short  of  113,000;^ 
and  yet  it  is  probable  that  the  latter  estimate  was 
little  more  than  one  third  of  the  number  of  inhabi- 
tants that  peopled  Tenochtitlan  immediately  before 

^112,926,  according  to  tho  tabular  statement  of  this  census  in  Gaceta 

Mex.,  V.  8.    It  was  considered,  however,  that  this  count  fell  short  by  about 

one  sixth.     Humboldt,  basing  his  calculation  on  this  census,  estimates  the 

population  at  the  beginning  oi  this  century  at  137,000.    Of  these  2,500  were 

Kuropeans,  65,000  Spanish  Creoles,  33,000  native  Indians,  26,500  mestizos, 

and  10,000  mulattoes.     It  is  probable  that  this  estimate  is  not  too  high, 

though  the  population  of  the  city  was  fluctuating,  being  influenced  by  floods, 

political  disturbances,  and  other  causes.     Moreover,  at  certain  times  the 

capital  would  be  overrun  with  vagrants,  while  at  others  it  would  be  almost 

free  from  them.    Consult  Humboldty  Tab,  Estad.,  MS.,  7-40;  Id.,  Essai  Pol., 

i.  194-8;  Cancelada,  Buina,  73-7;  Guia  de  Forasteroa,  1797,  197-8;  Ziiiliga 

y  0.,  Ccdend.y  149-50;  Mex,,  Not.  Ciud,,  178-80;  Ou^rra,  Uev.  de  N.  Esp., 

1.  31,  335;  Abeja,  Poblaimy  75;  OrtlZj  Mex.  Ind.  Libre,  79-80;  Mex.  Ord. 

DiviHioJiy  passim;  Soc.  Mex.  Oeog.,  BoL,  ii.  8.     Russell,  Hist.  Amer.,  i.  389 

(London,  1778),  places  the  population  at  80,000. 

(470) 
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the  conquest.  It  is,  of  course,  impossible  to  give  the 
population  of  the  ancient  capital  with  any  approach 
to  accuracy;  and,  apart  from  the  records  of  the  chron- 
iclers, we  can  but  draw  our  conclusions  from  the 
number  of  warriors  whom  Cuitlahuatzin  and  Quauh- 
temotzin  arrayed  against  the  Spaniards  and  their 
allies,  from  the  remains  of  walls  and  buildings,  and 
from  what  we  can  ascertain  of  the  circumference  of 
the  city.^ 

From  the  4th  of  July  1523,  on  which  date,  it  will 
be  remembered,  a  coat  of  arms  was  presented  to  the 
capital  of  New  Spain  in  consideration  of  its  being 
"  tan  insigne  y  noble,"^  until  the  close  of  the  eight- 
eenth century  the  growth  in  population  had  not  been 
remarkable.  Cortds  in  a  letter  dated  October  15, 
1524,*  intimates,  as  we  have  seen,  that  there  were 
then  30,000  vecinos,  although  this  number  doubtless 
included  many  non-residents,  while  Gomara,  who 
wrote  about  the  middle  of  the  sixteenth  century, 
makes  mention  of  two  thousand  Spanish  settlers  alone,* 
and  Torquemada,  who  describes  events  that  occurred 
thirty  years  later,  places  the  number  of  Spanish  house- 
holds as  hi^h  as  seven  thousand,  and  of  native 
families  at  eight  thousand.  Allowing  for  exaggera- 
tion, it  must  be  said,  therefore,  that  the  progress  of 
the  metropolis  in  this  particular  was  much  smaller 
than  that  of  many  of  the  old-world  capitals  during  a 
similar  period,  and  far  less  than  has  been  made  with- 
in two  or  three  decades  by  many  cities  on  this  conti- 
nent. 

It  requires  no  slight  exercise  of  faith  to  believe 
that  the  modern  capital  which  is  now  distant  about  a 
league  from  the  shore  of  the  lake,  was  built  on  the 

'  As  already  stated  in  my  Native  Races,  ii.  660-61,  the  number  of  houses 
is  variously  given  at  from  30,000  in  Ayalon  to  120,000  in  Torquemada;  and 
according  to  the  most  reliable  estimates  the  population  may  be  set  down  at 
about  300,000. 

'See  llkt.  Afex.f  ii.  17,  this  series.  A  description  of  the  foundation  and 
early  growth  of  the  city  is  given  in  the  opening  chapter  of  that  volume. 

*  Cartas,  309. 

^Hut.  Mex.,  236. 
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adornment.  On  the  north  were  ditches  and  wide 
souterrains  large  enough  to  contain  stores  for  several 
months."  When  Galvez  was  wrongfully  suspected 
of  treason,  it  was  thought  that  the  palace  wag-  in- 
tended to  serve  him  as  a  last  retreat  and  place  of 
defence,  should  European  troops  be  sent  against  him. 
The  structure  remained  unfinished  until  devoted  to 
other  uses  after  the  independence,  and  ita  beauty  was 
marred  by  the  addition  of  an  astronomical  observa- 
tory. From  this  point  is  obtained  a  fine  view  of  the 
valley,  and  of  the  city  of  Mexico  with  its  towering 
spires  and  prominent  structures  encircled  with  gar- 
dens, orchards,  country  villas,  and  shaded  causeways." 

At  the  time  of  Revilla  Gigedo's  arrival  as  viceroy 
of  New  Spain  in  1789,  the  capital  appears  to  have 
been  in  a  demoralized  condition  morally  and  socially. 
"It  had  been  converted,"  says  Bustamanto,  "into  a 
receptacle  for  immoral  persons,  coming  from  all  parts 
of  the  country,  and  hiding  with  greater  security  in  the 
capital  than  thieves  in  their  forest  haunts  and  dens; 
they  act  with  impunity  knowing  that  there  is  no  police 
to  interfere  with  their  conduct."  And  in  no  very  flat- 
tering language  this  writer  laments  that  the  city  was 
not  the  capital  of  a  flourishing  empire,  but  "a  cess- 
pool, filthy  and  pestiferous,  with  its  centre  in  the 
principal  square." 

Indeed,  this  plaza  presented  a  singular  appearance. 
Notwithstanding  the  orders  issued  after  the  riot  of 
1692,  its  surface  was  covered  with  booths  and  stands 
of  every  description  and  filled  with  half-naked  huck- 
sters. The  gallows  and  the  pillory  occupied  a  promi- 
nent place  in  front  of  the  viceregal  palace  to  the 
right,  and  the  execution  of  criminals  could  be  wit- 
nessed by  many  thousands  of  spectators.  A  column, 
poorly  constructed  and  crowned  by  a  statue  of  Fer- 

"rftimbo!dC,  Eseai  Pol.,  l.  202. 

"MorepurticularB  canccmingChapnltepecmaiTbefoTindiD  Rtvilla  Qigtdo, 
Bttidnicia,  M8.,  374-83;  Pnnff,  VWrgtt,  MS.,  128;  Mendvia,  Carta,  in  Flo- 
rida. Col.  Doc.,  137;  7>r7iatu:-Cora/..,8Sr.u.  torn.  V.  273}  Dice.  Univ.,  a.  Z\~ 
6,  380;   Viaaero  Univ.,  xxvL  100  et  Beq. 
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nando  VI.  rose  in  the  centre  of  the  square,  and  on  one 
side  was  the  graveyard  of  the  cathedral.  The  interior 
of  the  viceregal  palace,  which  was  never  closed,  was 
also  Blled  with  hucksters'  booths,  and  along  the  sides 
of  its  walls  flowed  the  drainage  canal  which  received 
the  offal  of  the  city.  The  police  system  was  in  keep- 
ing with  the  condition  of  the  plaza;  there  were  no 
■watchmen  or  guardians  of  the  peace,  nor  any  other 
means  to  assure  safety  than  the  occasional  few  patrols 
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school  is  said  to  have  existed  at  the  time  in  the  capi- 
tal or  in  the  provinces,  and  nearly  all  the  other  insti- 
tutions of  learning  were  under  the  charge  of  friars, 
generally  ignorant  and  cruel,  while  the  female  insti- 
tutes were  directed  by  women  whose  mode  of  teaching 
consisted  in  narrating  ridiculous  stories  of  saints,  cal- 
culated to  develop  the  superstition  of  the  listeners. 
Of  useful  knowledge,  a  little  reading  and  writing  were 
sufficient.^  Even  the  school  of  mining,  so  celebrated 
in  after  years,  was  only  an  institute  in  name.  It  lacked 
professors,  instruments,  and  apparatus,  and  its  utility 
was  questionable.  All  these  matters  received  the 
attention  of  the  viceroy.  At  the  same  time  he  es- 
tablished a  new  police  system  and  remodelled  the 
administration  of  justice.  Great  changes  were  soon 
apparent,  and  the  labors  of  Revilla  Gigedo  became  of 
lasting  benefit  to  New  Spain,  particularly  to  the  capital. 
Notwithstanding  these  drawbacks,  at  the  close  of 
the  eighteenth  centurv  Mexico  was  the  largest  citv 
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dor.  The  most  prominent  architectural  structure  in 
the  city  was  then,  as  it  is  now,  the  cathedral;  and 
as  to  the  palace  of  the  viceroys,  it  was  said  that 
no  edifice  in  Madrid  could  compare  with  it  in  size.^ 
Adjoining,  and  on  the  side  frontmg  toward  the  palace 
of  the  archbishop,  stood  the  mint,  a  large  and  imposing 
structure.  The  custom-house,  fronting  on  the  plaza 
Santo  Domingo,  was  also  a  fine  edifice.  The  botanic 
garden  in  one  of  the  courts  of  the  viceregal  palace, 
though  small,  was  famous  for  its  collection  of  rare 
plants,  and  of  such  as  were  important  to  industry  and 
commerce.  Here  Viceroy  Bucareli  would  pitch  his 
tent  during  certain  seasons  of  the  year,  receive  vis- 
itors day  and  night,  and  transact  his  business. 

Another  large  building  was  the  tobacco  factory,  in 
which  more  than  five  thousand  persons  were  employed. 
A  structure  of  historical  interest  was  the  famous 
acordada  building,  erected  during  Bucareli's  adminis- 
tration, and  situated  between  the  alameda  and  the 
paseo  bearing  that  viceroy's  name.^  The  municipality 
buildings  were  also  of  imposing  proportions,  situated 
on  the  principal  plaza  and  facing  the  parian^^  which 
had  taken  the  place  of  the  baratillo  and  occupied  an 
area  of  a  hundred  and  forty  varas.  Other  edifices  of 
note  were  the  college  of  San  Ildefonso,  and  the  mining 
school  with  its  physical,  mechanical,  and  mineralogical 
collections;  the  university  building  and  public  library, 
and  the  academy  of  fine  arts  with  its  collection  of 
gypsum  casts;  the  celebrated  hospices,  and  the  build- 
ings of  the  inquisition.  The  least  favored  of  all  the 
public  buildings  was  the  theatre.^^ 

The  principal  entrances  to  the  city  were  those  of 
Guadalupe,   Angeles,    Traspana,    Chapultepec,    San 

^^ '  No  hay  en  Madrid  edifido  comparable  en  extension  con  el  palacio  del 
Virey.'  Estaila,  xxvL  278. 

i^M,  279. 

"See  Villa-Seflor  y  Sanchez,  Teatro,  i.  53-61;  Mex,,  Not.  Chidad  Mex.,  8 
et  seq.;  Ortiz,  Mex.  Indep.  Libre,  485  et  bbc^.;  Estalla,  xxvi.  281. 

"  *  El  collseo  6  teatro  ea  indigno  de  Mexico,  y  no  se  puede  ponderar  su  de- 
fomiidad  sino  a£rmando  quo  es  abominable  el  edificio,  y  lo  peor  es  que  ame* 
naza  dcsplomarse.'  Ortiz,  Mex,  Ind,  Libre,  497. 
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connection  may  be  mentioned  an  image  of  the  virmn 
worshipped  under  the  name  of  Nuestra  Se£iora  de  los 
Remedioa,  to  which  miraculous  powers  were  attrib- 
uted. This  was  among  the  images  brought  to  Mexico 
by  the  soldiers  of  Cortes.  It  belonged  to  one  Juan 
Rodriguez  de  Villafuerte,  to  whom  it  had  been  given 
by  his  brother,  who  said  it  had  aided  him  greatly  in 
his  cainpaigns  in  Italy  and  Grermany.  The  image 
was  at  first  placed  m  a  temple  hastily  built,  and  from 
that  time  became  an  object  of  veneration  to  Spaniards 
and  Indians,  on  account  of  favora  said  to  have  been 
conferred  on  the  public  and  on  individuals  in  times 
of  calamity.  In  1574,  as  before  mentioned,  a  church 
was  founded  for  its  reception,  where  four  festivals 
were  celebrated  yearly — theme  of  the  nativity,  purifi- 
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and  the  fortifications  of  San  Juan  de  Uliia  strength- 
ened; the  garrisoD  of  Vera  Cruz  was  reenforced,and  the 
king's  treasure,  ready  for  shipment,  removed  to  a  safe 
distance.    All  this  was  accomplished  at  little  expense. 

The  condition  of  the  army  occupied  the  viceroy's 
special  attention  and  a  reconstruction  was  proposed 
according  to  orders  issued  in  January,  1792.  The 
regular  troops  and  the  militia  were  in  a  demoralized 
condition,  and  their  iasubordi nation  gave  such  seri- 
ous cause  of  offence  that  they  were  put  under  strict 
regulations,  and  a  portion  of  the  latter  disbanded. 
These  measures  caused  dissatisfaction,  particularly 
among  the  Creoles,  and  it  is  claimed  that  the  reduc- 
tion in  the  militia  was  one  of  the  few  errors  of  Revilla 
Gigedo's  administration.  Bustaraante  says  that  he 
gave  a  fatal  blow  to  this  branch  of  the  service,  de- 
stroying and  unmaking  what  had  been  established  with 
much  care  and  labor  since  the  time  of  Viceroy  Cru- 
fllas.  In  his  instructions  to  Branciforte,  the  count 
claimed,  however,  that  in  the  enlistment  of  provin- 
cials there  seemed  to  have  been  no  other  purpose 
than  to  defraud  the  king's  treasury,  for  such  troops 
were  unreliable  in  action.^ 

The  immediate  consequence  of  this  measure  was 
that  native  tribes  committed  depredations  in  the  east- 
ern provinces.  Many  colonists  were  assassinated  in 
Coahuila,  the  Indians  penetrating  to  within  the  con- 
fines of  Saltillo,  driving  off  cattle,  and  winning  over 
the  presidio  of  San  Juan  de  Rio  Grande.  Still  greater 
disturbances  occurred  in  the  colony  of  Nuevo  Santan- 
der,  where  in  the  settlements  of  Laredo,  Revilla,  and 
Mier,  twenty-five  Spaniards  were  killed  between 
March  and  July,  1791. 

"  RevlUa  Oigedo,  Turtle.,  U7.  BaBtamaiite,  Id  Cam,  Tm  Siglot,  iiL  104, 
Mys  that  the  viceroy  believed  them  to  be  no  match  for  foreign  ti-oops  in  caa« 
of  invasion.  The  viceroy  reduced  the  militia  in  order  to  increase  the  ro^ 
revenue;  for  while  serving,  the  Indian  waa  exempt  from  the  payment  of  trih- 
ntc,  ceasing  to  enjoy  this  privilege  ua  boou  as  discharged.  I.I.,  Id.,  lOJ.  The 
Spanish  government  disapprovedof  the  count's  measures,  and  dccreei  wera 
subseijueiitl^  issued  for  the  reconatruction  of  the  militia,  during  Bnuiclforte'l 
admimstratioD. 
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Another  source  of  dissatisfaction  among  the  officials 
of  the  capital  was  the  viceroy's  order  that  a  letter- 
box should  be  placed  in  one  of  the  halla  of  the  palace, 
into  which  any  person  having  cause  for  grievance 
might  deposit  a  written  statement  of  the  facts  for  his 
information.  He  knew  well  that  the  complaints  of 
the  people  seldom  came  to  the  ears  of  the  ruler,  and 
that  the  abuses  committed  by  those  who  surrounded 
hira,  were  carefully  concealed  by  the  courtiers  whose 
interest  it  was  to  represent  everything  in  the  most 
favorable  light  for  themselves.  This  matter  exposed 
the  viceroy  to  insult  through  anonymous  communica- 
tions, and  many  an  honest  official  was  wrongfully 
accused  by  some  hidden  foe.  This,  however,  Kevilla 
Gigedo  had  undoubtedly  anticipated.  Wise  enough 
to  disregard  vilifications  of  this  kind,  he  received,  on 
the  other  hand,  many  important  suggestions  from 
well  meaning  and  loyal  citizens,  who  denounced  actual 
abuses,  and  disclosed  the  true  state  of  affairs  in  the 
kingdom.  The  secret  information  no  doubt  enabled 
him  to  inaugurate  many  useful  measures,  of  which 
the  instructions  to  his  successor  give  ample  proof,  and 
which  otherwise  might  not  have  been  su^ested. 
The  officials,  however,  who  were  thus  attacked  from 
an  unknown  quarter,  and  often  with  sufficient  cause, 
continued  loud  in  their  denunciation  of  the  practice, 
as  directly  favoring  a  system  of  espionage  unworthy 
of  the  high  station  and  dignity  of  a  viceroy.  Though 
it  may  have  been  a  dangerous  practice,  Revilla  Gigedo 
made  good  use  of  it.*" 

The  dispositions  of  the  viceroy  made  necessary  a 
change  in  the  system  of  arranging,  classifying,  and 
preserving  official  documents,  which  had  received 
little  or  no  attention  on  the  part  of  his  predecessors, 
the  secretaries  generally  using  their  own  judgment 

■" Se  ba  qnerido  d«cir  qoe  por  e«te  medio  BeantorunbaeleipioiiaKe;  con- 
fieso  que  ea  peligroao  cuando  el  gefe  no  sabe  bacer  buen  uso  de  (1,  y  que 
iemejaote  un  veneno  aprovecba  6  nmU  Begun  el  profesor  quo  lo  miniBtra. 
Ed  RevilU  Gigedo  obrcli  loa  bueaoa  efechw.'  Cava,  TraSiglot,  ilL  105. 
Hui.  Mn..  ToL.  m.    U 
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and  consulting  their  own  convenience  in  the  matter.** 
Revilla  Gigedo  therefore  determined  to  form  general 
archives  in  which  were  deposited  all  documents  of 
importance  pertaining  to  the  tribunals  and  other 
branches  of  administration,  without  any  expense  to 
the  crown.^* 

The  intendencias  established  by  his  predecessor 
continued  unchanged  during  his  administration,  ex- 
cept that  he  ordered  the  intendencia  of  San  Luis 
Potosi  to  comprise  the  territories  of  Coahuila  and 
Texas,  the  intendente  himself  to  act  as  subdelegate  in 
regard  to  all  contentions  arising  on  questions  of  ex- 
chequer and  war.  In  accordance  with  instructions 
from  the  crown  commissioners  were  sent  to  explore 
the  portion  of  Texas  near  the  confines  of  Louisiana 
to  determine  whether  it  were  convenient  to  extend 
the  limits  of  the  latter  territory  to  the  river  Sabinas.^ 

While  the  viceroy,  faithful  to  his  trust,  was  improv- 
ing the  condition  of  New  Spain,  the  tempest  of  the 
French  revolution  was  raging  in  its  greatest  fury,  and 
Louis  XVI.  was  no  more.  Though  most  of  the  oi- 
dores  were  inimical  to  the  viceroy,  they  vied  with  each 
other  in  representing  to  the  people  that  the  im- 
prisonment and  execution  of  the  French  monarch  was 
a  transgression  against  laws  divine  and  human.  More- 
over the  English  colonies  of  North  America  had  re- 
cently shaken  off  their  allegiance.  The  authorities 
began  to  tremble ;  and  to  increase  their  alarm,  from 
the  mother  country  came  secret  reports  that  among 
the  merchandise  shipped  to  the  colonies  were  numer- 

**  The  reader  will  remember  the  loss  of  the  valuable  manuscripts,  taken  from 
Boturini  during  Fuenclara^s  administration,  which  could  only  be  attributed 
to  the  carelessness  of  the  secretaries. 

**  It  was  the  custom  of  the  viceroy  to  drop  in  unawares  upon  the  govern- 
ment employes  when  they  least  exi)ected  him.  In  this  manner  he  visited 
the  tribunals,  treasury,  acordada,  and  other  offices,  where  he  had  found  the 
.archives  in  dire  confusion. 

^^  The  governor  of  Louisiana  reminds  us  of  the  times  of  Nufio  de  Guzman. 
He  was  removed  by  the  viceroy  for  having  killed  in  cold  blood  five  friendly 
Lipan  Indians,  who  were  on  a  visit  at  his  own  residence,  and  also  for  other 
:grave  offences. 
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ous  articles,  as  snuflF-boxes,  watches,  and  even  pieces 
of  money,  bearing  the  figure  of  a  woman  dressed  in 
white,  displaying  a  banner,  and  around  her  the  in- 
scription "  Libertad  Americana."  The  viceroy  was 
enjoined  to  confiscate  all  of  these  articles  that  he 
could  lay  hands  upon;  and  in  order  to  prevent  the 
revolutionary  contagion  from  spreading  to  New  Spain, 
the  introduction  and  circulation  of  books,  pamphlets, 
and  papers,  bearing  on  religious  or  political  emanci- 
pation, were  prohibited,  and  the  greatest  vigilance  ex- 
ercised by  all  the  authorities  to  impede  even  private 
correspondence  on  matters  relating  to  the  French 
revolution.  It  was  at  this  time  also  that  Carlos  IV. 
issued  his  famous  decree  prohibiting  French  prison- 
ers in  New  Spain  from  discussing  public  aflfairs  per- 
taining to  their  country. 

During  his  administration,  Kevilla  Gigedo  made 
other  public  improvements  and  did  much  to  develop 
the  commerce  and  industrial  condition  of  New  Spain. 
Botanical  gardens  were  laid  out  in  the  suburbs  of  the 
capital;  the  drainage  of  the  city  received  attention; 
mills  were  built  for  the  manufacture  of  cotton,  silk, 
hemp,  linen;  bridges  were  constructed;  and  the  roads 
were  repaired  and  improved,  especially  the  one  lead- 
ing from  Mexico  to  Vera  Cruz.  Mining  and  agri- 
culture were  also  encouraged,  and  it  is  said  that  at 
this  period  the  coinage  averaged  twenty-four  millions 
of  pesos  a  year  agamst  eighteen  to  twenty  millions 
previously.  The  series  of  orders  which  the  viceroy 
issued  for  these  purposes  are  regarded  with  great 
interest  even  at  the  present  day  by  students  of  polit- 
ical administration." 

But  the  expenses  occasioned  by  these  improve- 
ments were  necessarily  great,  so  much  so,  that  the 
crown,  always  selfish  and  grasping  with  her  colonies, 

*  See  Bevilla  Gigedo,  itandot,  paasim;  Jd.,Iiutrae.,  MS.,  fwaaiin;  Dvrpaii. 
Variae,  ji.  63;  Alvarrz,  Mani/,.  6;  Zaftiga  y  0.,  CottmL,  36-7;  Arronii,  Hist. 
y  Cnm.,  144-9;  Doc.  Eclu.  Mix.,  MS.,  y.  pt  i. 
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began  to  put  obstacles  in  the  way;  particularly  as  the 
viceroy  had  paid  much  attention  to  the  moral  and 
social  progress  of  the  community,  and  enlightenment 
was  not  particularly  desired  at  this  time.  The  home 
government  having  become  displeased  with  his  admin- 
istration, his  successor,  the  marques  de  Branciforte, 
was  appointed  in  1794;  thus  he  did  not  complete  the 
five  years  of  office  for  which  it  was  intended  that  he 
should  serve.  It  was  ordered  that  his  residencia  be 
taken  in  secret  by  the  new  viceroy,  and  a  public  in- 
vestigation proclaimed  and  concluded  within  forty 
days.  The  marquis  refused  to  hold  a  secret  residencia, 
alleging  that  it  was  necessary  for  Revilla  Gigedo  to 
depart  for  Spain  previous  to  taking  any  steps  in  the 
matter.  When  he  had  sailed,  his  successor,  knowing 
the  cause  of  his  removal,  incited  the  ayuntamiento  of 
Mexico  to  prefer  numerous  charges  against  him ;  but 
though  the  matter  was  not  concluded  for  several 
years,  he  was  finally  acquitted,  and  the  corregidores 
of  Mexico  were  sentenced  to  pay  all  costs.^^ 

"  NotwithstandiDg  apparently  serious  accusations  against  Revilla  Gigedo, 
on  his  return  to  Spain  ho  was  appointed  director-general  of  artillery  by  the 
king,  who  it  seems  believed  him  innocent.  His  death  occurred  May  12, 1799, 
before  any  decision  was  rendered  concerning  his  residencia,  and  his  last  days 
were  embittered  by  unjust  persecution.  When  the  sentence  of  the  council 
of  the  Indies  was  nnally  pronounced,  the  truth  became  known,  and  the  vir- 
tues and  faithful  services  of  this  eminent  ruler  were  duly  appreciated,  and 
his  descendants  made  grandees  of  Spain  of  the  first  class.  In  connection  with 
his  reign  may  be  mentioned  an  expedition  despatched  in  January  1790,  under 
Juan  Eliza,  to  occupy  the  new  establishment  at  Nootka  on  the  northern  coast 
of  the  Califomias,  with  orders  to  explore  the  islands  and  places  on  the  coast 
visited  by  Cook.  One  year  later,  in  May  1791,  the  celebrated  mariner  Alex- 
ondro  Malaspina  touched  at  Acapulco  on  his  voyage  north,  to  investigate  the 
existence  of  the  north-west  passage  to  the  Atlantic,  based  on  a  narrative  of  the 
voyage  of  Lorenzo  Ferrer  de  Mciidonado  in  1558,  and  said  to  have  been  re- 
ceutlv  discovered  in  private  archives. 

The  following  autliorities  have  been  consulted  on  matters  concerning  this 
administration:  Revilla  Gvjedo,  Inntruccion^  MS.,  passim;  /rf.,  Bandon^  pts. 
i.-iii.  xxi.  xxiii.  xxxiii.;  /c/.,  Solemnes  Exequiasy  passim;  /J.,  BesicUncia, 
^IS.,  passim;  Dispo^iciones  Varias,  i.  66-94,  131-3;  ii.  63;  iii.  41;  Ordenes 
de  la  Corona,  MS.,  iii.  82;  v.  133;  CHularios^  i.  152;  Doc.  Ecles.  Mex,,  MS., 
v.  pt.  i.  2;  Papefes  Franciscano^^  MS.,  i.  Ist  ser.  221;  Panes,  VireytSy  MS., 
18y-40;  Cavo,  7'reji  SigloSy  iii.  86-166;  Bustamante,  Efem,,  L  passim;  Zuiliga 
y  O.,  CalendaiHoj  35-7;  Lerdode  Tcjada,  Apunt.  /yi«^,pt.v.  312-13;  EstaJla^ 
XX vi.  190  et  seq;  Arroniz,  Hist,  y  Cron.,  144-9;  Gomez,  Diario,  317-468; 
Dice.  Univ.y  iii.  103-4,  732-4;  x.  259-69;  Alaman,  DiserL,  iii.  app.  80-2. 
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VloEBOT  Erancitorte— Phbjudicb  aoainst  Him— Abd  CAraas  theeeop — 
Feusecction  of  French  Residents— Org  ah  ization  of  the  Militia — 
SnAMBroi,    Traffic   in    Hosoes   and  Comkissioss — A    DEPELtreo 

TREASURT— ACTO  DE  Fi— PERSECDTIOH  of  the  EHOLIBH— PREPARATI0H3 

FOB  War — Recall  of  Branciforte— Akiuval  of  Vickbot  Azanza — 
Military  Cbanoes — Effects  of  the  War  nrm  Ekolanii — Gerus  of 
REVOLimim  is  Mexico — Gl-errebo's  Conspiract— Fate  of  the  Male- 
coNTBNTS- The  Machete  Plot— Indian  AapiRAXioNS  to  Rotaltv — 

DlSCOMFITrSB  OF  NATIVE  CONSPIRATORS — INTERNAL  PBOORESS — StORHB 

AND  Eartbqdakes— Recall  of  tbe  Vicbrot. 

On  the  15th  of  June  1794  the  marques  de  Branci- 
forte^  arrived  at  Vera  Cruz  and  took  charge  of  the 
government  about  a  month  later.  He  was  a  native 
of  Sicily,  and  belonged  to  the  family  of  the  princes  of 
Carini.  His  rank  of  captain-general  of  the  Spanish 
army,  his  grandceship  of  Spain,  and  appointment  as 
viceroy,  he  owed  to  his  brother-in-law,  Manuel  Godoy, 
duke  of  Alcudia,  and  afterward  known  as  the  prince 
of  peace.  His  administration  was  in  strong  contrast 
with  that  of  his  predecessor,  and  even  before  his  ar- 
rival he  gave  proof  of  qualities  which  afterward  made 
him  one  of  the  most  unpopular  rulers  of  New  Spain. 
Although  he  received,  oesides  his  salary  as  viceroy 
and  captain-general,  an  additional  sum  of  twenty  thou- 
sand pesos  a  year,  he  contrived  that  all  his  baggage 
and  effects  should  pass  through  the  custom-house  at 

'Don  Miguel  do  laGmaTalamanca  y  Bianciforta,  inar(|u<!si)e  BraDciForte, 
inu  tho  fifty-tliirtl  viceroy  of  New  SiMiu.  Cedulario,  MS.,  iii  1'29;  JJajxud- 
ciontt  Varias,  i.  97;  Gomtz,  Diario,  308,  410. 
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Vera  Cruz  without  examination.  This  created  the 
belief  that  he  had  brought  a  large  quantity  of  valu- 
able merchandise  from  Spain  to  dispose  of  in  the  col- 
onies, and  thus  defraud  the  revenue.* 

The  marquis  was  invested  with  the  order  of  the 
gulden  fleece  by  Cilrlos  IV.  Vainglorious  with  this 
tt'stimony  of  royal  favor,  he  made  haste  to  adorn  his 
person  with  the  badge,  and  lost  no  opportunity  to 
display  it  before  the  public.'  This  demonstration  of 
vanity  became  offensive  to  the  people,  and  gave  occa- 
sion for  much  satire  and  ridicule.  Caricatures  of  the 
viceroy  began  to  circulate,  with  a  dead  cat  suspended 
from  his  neck  instead  of  the  lamb  insi^ia  of  the 
order.*  At  a  reception  held  in  the  palace  he  re- 
mained seated  under  a  canopy  during  the  usual  cere- 
monies, though  this  pretension  to  royal  homage  had 
no  precedent  among  the  viceroys.' 

The  main  object  of  the  new  viceroy  was  to  enrich 
himself,  by  fair  moans  or  foul.'  Rivera  says  that  he 
undid   all  the  benetit  wrought   by  Revilla  Gigedo.'' 

'  Alaman,  Eivera,  Mayer,  Arroniz,  and  other  anUioritica  itmke  the  same 
ertion;  ajiil  Bu«taniaDt«,  who  koew  Bnmciforte  pcreoaally,  says;  'Con 
iniicha  Bnticipacion  le  previno  per  Li  c6rte  que  no  Be  la  rugiiitntse  sn  equipage, 

Jite  Uegd  deiitrq  de  poco,  y  esto  tli6  Infgo  i  conocer  que  tra[a  ima  rtquirima 
lotura  do  gtfueros  precioaoa  para  venderlos  por  altoa  precioa,  y  comciizar  4 
hacor  su  fortuna,  objccto  principal  con  quo  so  Ic  eavialxi. '  Oni-o,  Tea  Sigloi, 
iii.  16C.  Zaiiiacoia,  who,  for  aumo  reaaon,  ncEtns  aniious  tu  Bi:rcen  the  mem- 
ory of  tbia  viceroy,  here  makes  hut  a  mild  BiKilogy  in  saying,  Jiiat.  Mej.,  v. 
CM,  '  No  me  atreverS  yo  i.  decir  quo  laa  Bospcclias  JcBcanealiaii  en  un  heoho 
positivo,  ni  quiero  inclinar  el  ^niino  del  lector  il  un  deefavorahle  coucepto 
hdcia  el  nuevo  gobcriiante.' 

*  '  Sin  deniora  so  lo  puao,  y  con  ^1  ae  prcacntd  &  lucirlo  aquclla  noche  en  el 
teatro.'  Ooni's,  Diaiio,  414, 

"El  puebto  explicaba  au  enojo,  no  solo  con  lai  habUUoa,  aino  tamhien 
con  las  caricaturas.  Cuando  le  vino  cl  toison  do  oro,  pintarun  d  Bnmcifortfl 
con  cl  collar  pueato,  poro  en  lugar  del  eordcro  con  que  termiua  eate  eollur,  le 
punieron  nn  i/nto.'  Cavo,  Trea  Siijlo$,  iii.  173. 

'  'These  trifles,'  says  Zamoeoia,  Hat.  Mfj,,  v.  007,  'which  perbapa  in 
aitatlier  would  have  pasaed  unnoticed,  were  cooaidercd  censurable  in  Brand- 
forte,  OB  tho  people  were  already  prejudiced  agaiuat  h''"  because  of  his  being 

''Su  principal objeto  lai  enriquecer,  y  el  intennedio  que  sevalifipara  elli> 
fuG  D.  Fninciaco  Pei'ez  Sofiimcs,  condo  do  Cantmmina,  que  era  cl  canal  por 
<londe  as  conscguian  todas  laa  gracias  &  procio  da  dinoro.'  Alaman,  Diatri., 
iii.  app.  83;  Lacuitzn.  Dice.  III4I.,  530-1;  Benpu-ula,  iu  I'ap.  Vai:,  17-18. 

' '  Futf  comipKir  do  la  Bevem  y  Ijoniflca  admiiiiatrocion  de  Bcvillagigedo, 


;mpliiztf  on  hi  Jlctriipoli  D.  Mtumcl  fiodoy  &  Iub  ministros  iluBtra- 
dos  de  Clrlos  lU.'  Rivera,  Gob.,  i.  4S8;  aoe  also  JJ.,  Jlua.  Jed.,  i.  177-S,  187. 
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at  the  time  that  soon  after  his  arrival  Branciforte 
had  sold  the  oflBce  of  subdelegate  of  Villa  Alta  to 
one  Francisco  Kuiz  de  Conejares  for  the  sum  of  forty 
thousand  pesos. 

Though  during  the  administration  of  Revilla  Gi- 
gedo,  nearly  one  hundred  and  ten  millions  of  pesos 
had  been  coined  in  the  Mexican  mint,  the  exorbitant 
demands  of  the  crown  had  always  kept  the  colonial 
treasury  depleted.  Moreover  the  duties  on  sugar  and 
other  commodities  had  been  repealed.  In  order  to 
replenish  the  royal  coffers  and  his  own,  the  viceroy 
now  enforced  an  order  which  required  all  inteudentes 
to  deposit  ten  thousand  pesos  as  security,  this  sum 
being  retained  until  their  residencia  was  taken. 

Rumors  of  war  between  Spain  and  the  United 
States  were  at  this  time  afloat  because  of  the  hostile 
attitude  of  the  latter  country  concerning  the  province 
of  Louisiana.  But  the  matter  soon  ended  in  a  treaty 
of  friendship  signed  at  San  Lorenzo  in  October  1795." 

After  the  conclusion  of  peace  between  Spain  and 
France,  Branciforte  received  orders  from  the  crown 
to  release  the  French  prisoners,  whereupon  Branci- 
forte delivered  them  over  to  the  inquisition.  Among 
those  persecuted  were  Juan  Lauset,  and  Estdvan 
Morell;  the  latter  a  professor  of  medicine,  licensed  by 
the  medical  faculty  of  Mexico.  He  escaped  torture 
by  committing  suicide;  but  sentence  must  be  pro- 
nounced and  executed  nevertheless.  On  the  9tli  of 
August  1795  an  auto  de  f6  was  celebrated,  in  which 
the  dead  physician  was  condemned  as  a  confirmed 
heretic,  deist,  and  materialist,  "voluntary"  suicide,  and 
"apparent  atheist."" 

whicli  arrived  during  Revilla  Gigedo's  rule.  Other  authors  agree  aa  to  the 
shameful  tale  of  officos  and  conuniseions,  while  Zomacois,  Jliet.  J/(j,,  v.  C97- 
8,  OS  usual,  endeavore  to  creat«  the  iuipressioa  tliat  Braaciforte'a  conduct 
was  strictly  liooorable. 

"Boundaries  and  navigation  were  regulated;  the  treaty  waa  Bigned  by 
Thonias  Pinckney  on  tho  part  of  the  United  States,  and  by  tbe  favorite  Godoy 
for  .Spain.     Nortli  Americans  were  proliibitcd  from  entering  tUo  territory  of 
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troops  at  Orizaba.  His  stay  at  that  town,  where  he 
was  surrounded  by  bis  creatures,  was  marked  by  a 
series  of  disgraceful  orgies,  and  when  in  May  1798, 
he  embarked  for  Spain,  he  took  with  him  nearly  five 
milHons  of  pesos  in  gold  and  silver,  the  greater  por- 
tion of  which  belonged  to  him.  Never  had  the  people 
of  New  Spain  complained  so  bitterly  and  with  so 
good  cause,  as  against  this  viceroy,  who  In  after  years 
deserted  his  sovereign  in  the  hour  of  his  sorest  need." 

The  new  viceroy,  Don  Miguel  Jo8^  de  Azanza, 
assumed  office  on  the  31st  of  May  1798,  and  as  he 
was  known  to  be  a  man  of  ability  and  character,  his 

fmblic  reception  in  the  capital  on  the  lOtli  of  July  fol- 
owing,  was  enthusiastic."  He  showed  himself  worthy 
of  the  good  opinion  of  the  people,  and  secured  their 
confidence  and  respect  by  one  of  the  earliest  measures 
of  his  administration.  Having  determined  that  the 
exigencies  of  the  war  with  England  did  not  require  a 
standing  army  of  eight  or  ten  thousand  men,  he  at 
once  dissolved  the  military  encampments  formed  by 
Branciforte,  which  had  been  maintained  at  a  monthly 
expense  of  over  sixty  thousand  pesos."  This  heavy 
tax  on  the  colonial  treasury  had  long  been  a  burdea 
on  the  people,  and  the  withdrawal  of  so  large  a  number 
of  men  from  industrial  pursuits  necessarily  retarded 
the  progress  of  the  country.  He  took  all  needful  pre- 
cautions, however,  to  provide  for  the  coast  defences, 
and  ordered  gun-boats  to  be  built,  two  of  which  were 
stationed  in  the  River  Alvarado. 

The  continuation  of  the  w^r  with  England  again 
necessitated   heavy  contributions  from   the  Spanish 

''To  eerve  Joseph  BonapartQ,  when  king  of  Spain. 

"Azan^o,  tlie  filty-fourth  viceroy  of  New  Spain,  was  bom  in  Navure,  in 
1746,  and  came  to  Jilexico  for  the  first  time  at  the  age  of  sevecteeD,  with  aa 
nnclo,  who  illlod  seveiul  important  government  poaitiona.  In  1781  he  was  a 
captain  at  the  ticgo  of  Gibraltar,  and  afterward  tilled  various  important  dip. 
louiatio  and  military  positions.  He  waa  appointed  to  the  viceroyalty  in  1798, 
but  did  not  arrive  until  tbo  time  mentioned  in  the  text.  Qomez,  Diario,  461, 
4(!S;  Iluni'xd'll,  E^ai  Pol..  311,  803;  Jtivera,  Gob.,  496;  Cavo,  Tra  Siglot, 
iii.  17U,  im-W;  Ataman,  BiatH.,  iii.  app.  84. 

"See  AiiiKUt,  Iiutruc.,  MS.,  158. 
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The  frontiers  had  not  been  extended;  no  Indians  were 
being  converted,  nor  were  those  provinces  pacified. 
For  these  reasons  it  was  considered  advantageous 
that  they  should  again  be  under  the  direct  control  of 
the  viceroy. 

The  preparations  made  by  the  viceroy  were  a  timely 
precaution.  In  1799  war  was  declared  with  Russia. 
During  the  summer  of  this  year  several  English  priva- 
teers had  molested  the  Mexican  coast  on  the  southern 
sea.  They  captured  some  valuable  Spanish  vessels, 
and  cruised  along  the  gulf  of  California  to  the  north, 
of  the  Colorado,  touching  at  the  southern  part  of  the 
Peninsula,  and  at  the  Maria  Islands,  to  procure  fresh 
stores.  The  Spanish  vessels  at  San  Bias  were  pow- 
erless against  them,  and  the  English  squadron  even 
prevented  the  departure  of  the  expedition  which  the 
captain-general  of  the  provincias  intemas  had  pre- 
pared against  the  Indians  on  Tiburon  Island.^ 

Foreign  wars  and  expected  invasion  were  not  all 
that  the  authorities  dreaded.  The  political  horizon 
of  New  Spain  became  overcast,  and  germs  of  rebellion 
already  began  to  appear.  Ideas  and  opinions  disre- 
spectful to  the  authority  of  the  king  were  here  and 
there  diffused  among  the  people,  and  were  no  secret 
to  those  in  command.  This  was  particularly  notice- 
able when  some  occurrence  called  forth  the  ancient 
rivalry  between  Creole  and  Spaniard.  Prosecutions 
for  high  treason  became  more  frequent,**  the  first  im- 
portant case  of  the  kind  being  that  against  Juan 

*'  The  brifi^  Activo,  schooner  SutU,  and  sloop  fforcasUas,  which  were  to  go 
on  the  expedition,  had  to  take  refuge  in  Puerto  Escondido.  Azanza,  Inittruc,, 
MS.,  184-6.  Azanza  feared  that  the  Bussians  might  in  conjunction  with  the 
English  invade  Alta  California,  where  they  had  always  been  anxions  to  form 
settlements.  The  viceroy  therefore  asked  the  king  to  establish  a  naval  force 
at  Acapulco.  It  was  thought  impossible  to  estabush  forts  and  garrisons  in 
California.  Azanza,  Instruct  MS.,  184-6.  At  this  time  the  coast  of  Tabasco 
and  the  Cdrmen  presidio  were  harassed  by  corsairs,  who  did  little  damage, 
however,  thanks  to  the  activity  of  the  governors. 

^^8ce  the  case  against  the  agitator  Rojas,  who  escaped  from  the  clutches 
of  the  inquisition  to  New  Orleans.  Alaman,  Hist,  Mej.,  i  128. 
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coDspimtorB,  after  eight  years  of  investigation,  were 
exiled  to  different  parts  of  the  world.*^ 

While  Guerrero  and  his  friends  were  undergoing 
trial,  another  plot  was  discovered,  which  created  much 
excitement  at  the  time  in  the  city  of  Mexico.  This 
was  the  so-called  *' machete  conspiracy"  toward  the 
end  of  1799,  instigated  by  Pedro  Portilla,  collector  of 
duties  of  the  city.  His  nephew,  Isidoro  Francisco  do 
Aguirre,  a  former  government  employd  at  Guadala- 
jara, to  whom  Portilla  had  confided  the  matter,  be- 
lieving him  dissatisfied  with  the  authorities,  disclosed 
the  affair  to  Viceroy  Azanza.  The  conspirators  num- 
bered thirteen,  and  were  either  relatives  or  friends 
of  the  leader,  some  of  them  holding  public  positions. 
The  object  was  much  the  same  as  that  of  Guerrero, 
but  the  project  was  in  its  conception  impracticable. 
Without  weighing  the  difficulties  attending  the  exe- 
cution of  their  plan  the  conspirators  had  provided 
themselves  with  no  other  arms  than  a  number  of 
machetes.  Prisoners  were  to  be  liberated  with  whose 
aid  they  would  make  themselves  masters  of  the  palace 
and  government  offices;  the  authorities  and  all  Euro- 
peans were  to  be  imprisoned,  and  their  possessions 
confiscated.  The  people  should  then  be  called  upon 
to  decide  on  the  convocation  of  a  congress  like  that 
of  the  United  States,  or  other  form  of  government. 

Though  the  plot  was  ridiculous,  Azanza  did  not 
undervalue  its  moral  importance.  **  Although,"  he 
says  to  the  king,*^  "the  condition  of  the  individuals 
who  formed  the  project  would  cause  me  little  anxiety, 
as  neither  for  their  position,  faculties,  nor  talents  were 
they  fit  to  carry  out  a  plan  of  that  kind,  yet  by  some 

**  Besides  Guerrero  and  Father  Vara  there  were  Jo86  Rodrignez  Valencia, 
a  wig-maker,  Intended  as  ambassador  to  the  United  States;  Antonio  Reyes,  a 
retiml  officer  of  dragoons;  Mariano  de  la  Torre,  government  official,  and  Jos^ 
Tamayo,  master  barber,  who  died  in  prison.  According  to  Alaman,  Hist. 
Mpj.  ,  i.  132,  Guerrero  had  abandoned  his  purpose  before  his  arrest.  Never- 
theless he  was  sentenced  to  six  years  of  exile  to  Africa,  after  being  kept  ia 
irons  during  the  investigation.  Ordenea  de  la  Corona,  MS.,  iiL  177-80;  Busta* 
marUe,  Medidaa,  Pacif.,  MS.,  ii.  63-4;  Arrangoiz^  Mex.,  i,  33-4. 

^Ii\forme  Beservado,  Nov.  30,  1799. 
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Aztec  empire,  with  himself  as  kinff;  and  being  at  a 
loss  for  a  crown,  he  stole  the  one  irom  the  image  of 
St  Joseph  in  one  of  the  churches  at  Tepic.  Anony- 
mous proclamations  were  circulated,  and  the  would-be 
king  was  in  communication  with  the  Indian  towns  of 
Colotlan  and  Nayarit.  It  was  supposed  that  the 
movement  was  encouraged  by  Count  Miravalles  of 
Mexico,  who  held  large  possessions  in  the  vicinity  of 
Tepic,  and  that  everything  was  done  with  the  knowl- 
edge and  assistance  of  the  English.  The  timorous 
viceroy  had  even  conceived  the  absurd  notion  that  the 
United  States  had  a  hand  in  the  conspiracy.  This 
time  a  woman,  named  Maldonado,  divulged  the  names 
of  the  leaders,  and  the  president  of  Guadalajara,  Jos^ 
Fernando  Abascal,  reported  the  matter  to  the  viceroy. 
At  the  same  time  Lieutenant  Salvador  Fidalgo  and 
Captain  Leonardo  Pintado  were  ordered  out  with 
forces  agaiijst  the  Indians.  Eighty-six  persons  were 
arrested  by  these  two  officers,  and  many  others  by  the 
civil  authorities,  all  of  them  being  taken  to  Guadala- 
jara. This  conspiracy  partook  somewhat  of  a  nihilis- 
tic character.  It  had  been  decided  that  during  the 
festivities  to  the  virgin  of  Guadalupe,  her  sanctuary 
near  Mexico  should  be  fired  by  means  of  explosives 
concealed  in  wax  candles,  to  be  donated  by  the  natives 
on  that  day.  During  the  confusion  the  palace  of  the 
viceroy  was  to  be  blown  up,  for  which  purpose  it 
would  be  previously  undermined  at  the  four  corners.** 
The  most  careful  investigation  in  the  matter  did  not 
bring  to  light  sufficient  evidence  to  convict  any  of  the 
participants,  which  either  proves  that  the  viceroy 
dared  not  publicly  inflict  punishment  for  rebellion,  or 
that  the  plan  had  been  so  astutely  managed  as  to  pre- 
clude the  possibility  of  conviction.  Many  of  the  pris- 
oners died  in  the  hospital;  among  them  Jos^  Gerdnimo 
Perez,  who  had  communicated  with  the  Indians  in  the 

"This  wna  told  to  the  woman  Maldonado  by  the  wife  of  one  of  the  con- 
apinttorsi  it  was  also  divulged  bjran  anknown  peraon  passing  through  Tepic 
Alamaa,  lliil.  M'j.,  i.  135. 


EFFECT  OF  FOREIGN  WAR.  497 

interior,  and  his  wife,  who  had  disclosed  the  aflfair  to 
the  woman  Maldonado.^^ 

In  the  mean  while  the  Comanehes  continued  their 
depredations,  Laredo,  Reinosa,  Revilla,  and  other 
places  being  attacked  at  various  times.  Of  not  much 
avail  were  the  measures  dictated  by  commanders  of 
presidios,  and  the  count  of  Sierra  Gorda,  governor 
of  Nuevo  Santander.  Though  these  outbreaks  were  of 
little  importance  in  themselves,  the  concern  which  the 
government  showed  in  regard  to  them  is  a  proof  that 
serious  trouble  was  expected. 

The  European  wars  seem  in  one  respect  to  have 
been  rather  an  advantage  to  New  Spain.  The  Eng- 
lish fleets  blockading  Vera  Cruz  or  cruising  about  the 
gulf  were  the  cause  of  a  great  diminution  of  the  silver 
export,  preventing  on  the  other  hand  the  entry  of 
merchandise  from  Spain.  This  necessarily  promoted 
home  industry  and  internal  commerce,  to  which  the 
surplus  funds  could  be  applied.  Thus  New  Spain  was 
made  nearly  dependent  on  herself  for  the  time  being, 
the  commotions  of  the  old  world  making  the  colony 
acquainted  for  the  first  time  with  the  extent  of  her 
resources,  and  teaching  her  the  value  of  an  indepen- 
dent existence.^^ 

During  his  short  rule  Azanza  was  too  busy  to 
give  much  attention  to  the  formation  of  new  settle- 
ments; but  on  the  borders  of  the  river  Salado,  in 
Nuevo  Leon,  he  established  a  new  colony  under  the 
name  of  Candelaria  de  Azanza,  with  a  detachment  of 
militia  as  a  guard  for  protection  against  the  savages 
who  passed  through  those  regions  during  their  raids 
on  the  frontier.    Of  the  calamities  during  this  admin- 

'1  In  acknowledgpent  of  his  services  during  this  conspiracy,  president 
Aboscal  was  ma<lc  viceroy  of  Buenos  Ayres,  and  then  of  Peru,  where  he  re- 
ceived the  title  of  marqu<^  de  la  Concordia. 

>3  AarATiTi*.  gave  much  encouragement  to  the  manufactures  of  silk,  cotton, 
and  wool.  In  the  town  of  Cadereita  alone  there  were  more  than  two  hundred 
looms,  giving  employment  to  over  five  hundred  men.  AzanzUy  Rdac'ton^  San 
Cristobal,  1800.  The  uniforms  of  the  whole  army  of  New  Spain  were  made 
from  cloth  manufactured  at  Quer^taro. 
Hist.  Mkx.,  Vol.  m.    82 
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luctiint  to  recognize  the  authority  of  the  new  ruler, 
protending  that  his  papers  were  not  in  the  customary 
form.  The  fact  of  his  having  been  taken  prisoner  by 
the  English  during  his  voyage  to  New  Spain  created 
the  belief  that,  as  an  officer  of  the  royal  navy,  he  had 
been  obliged  to  promise  not  to  take  up  anus  against 
that  nation  during  his  administration,  in  order  to 
eecure  his  release.  It  was  well  known  that  while 
governor  of  the  Mariana  islands  he  had  shown  himself 
inimical  to  the  audiencia  of  Manila,  which  matter 
came  to  the  official  knowledge  of  the  oidores  of  Mex- 
ico. Hence  they  had  reason  to  fear  his  authority,  not 
being  aware  of  the  harmless  character  of  the  individ- 
ual.^ His  interference  with  the  right  of  the  people 
to  enjoy  bull-fights  by  forbidding  them  from  the  very 
day  of  his  reception,  though  humane  and  praisewortliy, 
increased  his  unpopnlarity.  The  ayuntamiento  of  Mex- 
ico claimed  that  in  the  festivities  on  this  occasion  they 
had  expended  a  greater  sum  than  the  legal  allowance 
fur  that  purpose,  and  they  must  have  the  bull-fight 
customary  on  such  occasions  to  cover  the  deficiency. 
Still,  Marquina  remained  firm.  "Such  festivities,"  he 
tells  the  ayuntamiento,  "contribute  to  the  demoral- 
ization of  the  people,  and  ruin  the  heads  of  families 
by  augmenting  their  expenses  at  a  period  when  public 
misery  is  at  its  height."  Then  from  his  own  means 
he  paid  seven  thousand  pesos  to  make  good  the  differ- 
ence. Nevertlieless  he  was  considered  little  better 
than  a  fool,  for  he  was  thought  to  lack  ability  to  gov- 
ern a  great  country,"  and  though  kind  of  heart,  his 
simplicity  often  exposed  him  to  ridicule." 

'  >*  '8c  habU  conducido  cod  BuimoBidiul  cuando  tu£  Oobernador  de  IbIu 
Marianas,  y  se  tenia  qua  obraae  del  mismo  modo  ea  Mexico.'  Caio,  Tret 
Si'jlM,  ill.  193-3. 

'"Tliis  seeme  disproved  howoTcr  by  tlie  fact  tbat  Bubsequeotlf  MnrquiDa 
Waa  made  viceroy  of  Buenoa  Aires,  and  then  of  Peru,  wliere  he  obtained  the 
title  of  marqu^  de  la  Concordia. 

"  He  waa  tond  of  writing  hia  decrees  himself.  At  one  time,  whan  on  a 
certain  measare  the  ssseasor  supported  one  vimv  and  the  fiscal  another,  lie 
tlioiifjht  to  reconcile  the  two  extremes  by  ending  hia  docree  with  the  worda; 
'i\a  tlie  liscal  claims  and  the  aaaesaor-geiieral  thinka.  althougli  it  does  not 
seein  ai  to  mo — Alarquina. '    During  a  trip  to  Vera  Ciiiz  tbc  seuior  oidor  in 
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As  further  precautions  for  defense  Calleja  was  or- 
dered to  form  a  brigade  of  cavalry  at  San  Luis  Potosf; 
Neniecio  Salcedo  was  appointed  comandante  general 
to  govern  the  provincias  iutemaa,  and  the  licentiate 
Antonio  Ij<ipez  de  Santa  Anna,  the  future  general, 
was  made  Bubdelegate  of  Antigua  Vera  Cruz.  An- 
other appointment  made  by  Marquina  at  this  time 
was  that  of  a  corrcgidor  for  Quert^taro,  in  the  person 
of  Don  Miguel  Dominguez,  who,  together  with  his 
wife,  Josefa  Marfa  Ortiz,  became  famous  in  the  strug- 
gle for  liberty  during  the  revolution. 

Among  the  most  notable  events  during  the  admin- 
istration of  Marquina  was  the  publication  in  Mexico 
in  1802,  of  the  peace  concluded  with  England,  and  a 
year  previously  of  that  with  Portugal.  The  iunuediate 
efifect  was  a  fall  in  the  prices  of  all  commodities,  and 
commerce  received  a  new  and  vigorous  impulse.  Pub- 
lic treasure  had  accumulated,  and  Marquina  shipped 
treasure  to  the  amount  of  six  million  dollars  to  Ha- 
bana  and  eighteen  millions  to  Spain.  Still  the  crown 
must  have  more  gold,  and  a  papal  bull  was  obtained 
for  the  sale  of  new  indulgences  whereby  all  could  be 
released  from  fasting  during  lent. 

These  exactions  were  more  severe  on  the  inhabitants 
as  at  the  same  time  they  %vere  suffering  from  other 
calamities.  During  the  latter  portion  of  the  viceroy's 
administration  there  occurred  an  extraordinary  ram- 
fall  in  Tamaulipas,  lasting  about  two  weeks,  and 
inundating  many  towns  and  ranches.  In  Lampazos 
some  hundred  dwellings  were  destroyed;  the  new 
town  of  Azanza  was  swept  away,  and  the  river  Satado 
overspread  its  banks  four  le^ues  on  either  aide.  In 
Nuevo  Santander  all  the  northern  settlements  were 
under  water,  and  the  inhabitants  of  Reinosa  abandoned 
the  town  on  rafts.  In  the  town  of  Santa  Rosa  in 
Coahuila,  only  seven  dwellings  were  saved,  and  in 
Monclova  two  hundred  houses  were  destroyed.** 

*'Arch.  Nae.  Mex.,  iota,  ccxi  carta  dclxlviU. 
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that  of  the  presidents  of  the  United  States,*^  but  this 
was  small  as  compared  with  the  profits  of  office,  for 
not  infrequently  they  retired  with  enormous  fortunes 
acquired  by  stolen  gains.  Yet,  as  we  have  seen,  the 
Spanish  monarch  and  his  representatives  in  New 
Spain  often  neglected  to  find  means  for  the  protection 
of  the  colonies  from  the  raids  of  corsairs,  and  from  in- 
vasion by  foreign  powers.  So  little  confidence  had 
the  people  in  their  rulers  that  even  in  the  reign  of 
Revilla  Gigodo — one  of  the  most  able  and  energetic 
of  all  the  viceroys — the  presence  of  a  fishing  fleet  in 
the  gulf  of  Mexico  threw  the  country  into  a  panic.^ 
But  other  causes  were  also  at  work.  The  success- 
ful termination  of  the  American  war  of  independence, 
and  the  vast  increase  in  material  prosperity  which  en- 
sued within  less  than  a  quarter  of  century;  the  marvel- 
lous change  which  the  genius  of  the  First  Consul  had 
wrought  in  the  fortunes  of  the  French  republic;  the 
feeble  administration  of  Cdrlos  IV.,  who  in  the  darkest 
hour  of  his  country's  distress  still  left  the  control  of 
aflfairs  in  the  hands  of  his  crafty  but  incapable  min- 
ister, Manuel  de  Godoy — all  these  events  tended  to 
foster  the  spirit  of  disloyalty  among  the  people,  who 
became  every  year  more  ripe  for  rebellion.  Though 
the  hour  had  not  yet  come,  the  term  of  Spain's  long 
dominion  in  the  New  World  was  well  nigh  accom- 
plished; her  days  were  numbered,  and  already  the 
handwriting  was  on  the  wall. 

*^The  salary  of  the  viceroys  waa  now  60,000  pesos  a  year. 

^'It  was  at  first  supposed  that  the  fleet  was  sent  for  the  purpose  of  estab- 
lishing a  settlement  or  making  raids  on  Spanish  territory,  but  the  alarm  sub- 
sided when  it  was  known  that  it  had  sailed  from  Boston.  To  prevent  such 
expeditions  in  the  future  a  royal  decree  was  issued  in  September  1789  order- 
ing a  company  to  be  established  with  the  exclusive  right  to  the  gulf  fisheries 
for  twenty  years,  and  with  the  privilege  of  trading  and  establishing  colonies 
in  America  and  Asia,  the  king  fumishmg  troops  and  arms. 

The  bibliographic  review  at  the  close  of  the  preceding  volume  may  be  said 
to  include  in  its  general  features  the  present,  by  explaining  the  imperfect  and 
scattered  nature  of  the  material  from  which  I  have  had  to  cull  the  facts. 
Writers  who  have  attempted  to  cover  the  entire  field  from  the  conquest  to 
their  own  times  are  most  unsatisfactory  in  their  scanty  outline,  swelled  now 
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indulges  in  no  rliapsodicn  or  soaring  elegance  with  which  to  obecure  his  dic- 
tion, but  is  exceedingly  plain  Hud  clear  for  his  time,  with  a  marked  effort  at 
oonciaeneBS,  although  the  biographiea  lead  him  away  at  timeg  into  trivialities. 
Indeed  his  works  may  bo  said  to  be  a  coiidcnaatioQ  of  the  bulky  and  verbose 
material  of  many  predecessors,  and  I  gladly  join  with  Alegre  in  reeognizijig 
the  value  of  hiB  labors. 

Similar  in  naturo  to  the  biographic  hiator;  of  the  viceroys  in  Vetancnrt's 
Tral.  Mfx.,  is  the  Ci-onologia  dt  lot  Vireyes,  by  Diego  Panes  y  Abellan,  lieu- 
tenant-colonel of  in&ntry,  MS.,  131  folios,  which  does  not  add  much  informa- 
tion to  the  part  covered  by  tha  preceding  work,  but  carries  the  account  a 
century  further,  to  ifSO,  and  scrvea  in  this  respect  as  a  nsefnl  check  on  ion- 
temporary  write^  Another  work  by  the  snme  officer  is  Exifanon  iiilerrtanle 
dela  Plaza  de  Tfra  Crm,  MS.,  261  pages,  4to,  with  plans,  wherein  lie  dwells 
on  the  plan  and  necessity  for  exteniling  the  barracks,  and  improving  the  means 
for  the  health  and  protection  of  the  troops.  With  this  is  interpersed  a  certain 
amount  of  historic  information. 

The  only  comprehensive  historian  of  New  Spain  after  Vetancurt  is  the 
Jesuit  father  Andres  Cavo,  who  wsa  commissioned  by  the  city  council  of 
Mexico  to  write  the  annals  of  the  capital  from  the  conquest  down.  While 
complying  with  this  he  included  also  all  notable  events  in  tlie  country,  based 
partly  on  meagre  data  remitted  by  the  council  to  Rome,  where  he  lived  in 
exile  as  a  member  of  Uia  expelled  society  of  Jesuita,  and  partly  on  well  known 
standard  authorities;  bat  be  locks  the  for  more  thorough  and  reliable  facts  in 
different  ifiario*,  cidulax,  despatches,  and  similar  matter  from  official  sources 
or  from  eye-witnesses,  so  that  his  narrative  is  both  meagre  and  unsatisfactory. 
It  is  moreover  in  the  form  of  annals  rather  than  philosophic  history,  though 
attractive  in  its  pure  simple  style,  clear  judgment,  and  impartiality.  In  the 
latter  respect  Cavo  goes  so  far  as  to  praise  the  integrity  of  MarquCs  de  Croix 
and  the  talents  of  Visitodor  Qalvez,  who  were  leading  instruments  in  his  ox- 
palsion;  he  abstains,  however,  from  ollnding  to  this  episode,  and  also  from 
entering  on  chureh  affairs,  except  when  absolutely  needful.  His  account, 
ending  with  ITG6,  was  dedicated  to  the  inouicipality  of  Meirico,  and  passed 
into  the  hands  of  Bishop  Madrid  of  Tonagra,  after  1794,  in  wliich  year 
'eacribimos  en  Roma  esta  historia,'  as  Cavo  states,  Tra  Siglot,  i.  131.  He 
was  bom  at  Gaadalajaia  in  1739,  and  joined  the  society  in  his  nineteenth  year 
to  become  a  missiunary  among  the  Indiana.  At  the  expulsion  he  formed  a 
close  friendship  with  Father  FarreUo,  the  influential  rector  of  the  college  of 
Mexico,  and  ahared  with  him  every  comfort  and  discomfort  till  death  parted 
them.  Dt  Vila  Josephi  Jtiliani  Pamnni,  Urtvanengia,  Rome,  1702,  commem- 
orates this  intimacy  and  the  virtues  of  his  friend.  An  intense  longing  for 
home  had  at  one  time  induced  both  to  sever  their  connection  with  the  society 
with  a  view  to  return  to  America,  but  their  wishes  were  not  gratiSed, 

The  well  known  bleiican  writer  Carlos  Maria  Buatamante  learned  in  1799 
from  a  brother,  Lorenzo  Cavo,  of  Cavo's  liiatory,  and  obtaining  the  original 
Kl.-i.  from  the  i)relBt«  Madrid,  he  caused  it  to  be  published  at  Mexico  in  1830 
i:i  '2  volumes,  sm.  4to,  with  addition  of  notes  and  certain  not  very  commendable 
ctinngcs,  which  extended  not  only  to  langua^  as  stated,  but  to  intcrpohitions. 
ir  replaced  the  original  title  of  Hisloria  Civil  y  Polilica  de  Mexico 
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lilcBwife  printed  in  Mexico,  Bratteur  de  Btmrbourif,  Bib.  Mex.  Gual. ,  156,  lint 
I  have  been  unable  to  find  any  mention  of  sacb  works,  excepting  tbat  given 
by  Alc^o,  Bib.  Am.,  MS.,  ii  1159-00,  entitled  Bttputtta  A  la  Apologia,  Max. 
1742,  relating  to  the  monopoly  of  quicksilver. 

Abont  forty  yeora  after  the  publication  of  the  TTttairo  AmerieaTio,  there 
appeared  in  Spain  the  Bnt  general  geognphioal  and  historical  encyclopiedia 
of  Amerioa,  the  Diecionario  Gtogr^oo-Hitl&neo  de  bu  Indiaa  OtadentaUx  li 
AmirvM.  Madrid,  1786-9,  5  vols.  4to.  The  author,  Antonio  de  Alcedo  y 
Bexaiano,  was  bom  at  Quito,  during  the  role  of  his  father,  Dioniaio  da 
Alcedo,  president  and  captain-general  of  that  province.  Returning  to  Spoia 
soon  after  the  anthor's  birth,  bis  father  was  appointed  to  the  presidency  of 
the  audlencia  at  Panamtl,  whence  he  departed  in  1742.  After  studying  in 
the  Jesuit  college  of  that  town  till  17S2,  Antonio  entered  the  Spanish  guards 
in  Spain  as  cadet,  and  pursued  a  course  of  Tnathematics  in  the  Imperial  col- 
lege of  Madrid,  and  later  that  of  medicine  in  the  college  of  Montpellier.  A 
few  years  afterwards  he  began  the  collection  and  preparation  of  material  for 
his  Diccionario,  which  employed  all  the  time  he  could  spare  from  bis  varied 
datiea  during  the  next  twenty  years.  Meanwhile  be  bad  risen  to  lieutenant, 
while  still  a  minor,  and  took  part  to  the  operations  against  Gibraltar.  In 
17Si  he  received  the  mak  of  captain,  and  later  that  of  colonel.  About  ITM 
he  was  appointed  political  and  military  governor  of  the  city  of  Alcina.  with 
the  rank  of  brigadier-general  In  1300  he  rose  to  that  of  marescal  de  campo, 
and  in  1S02  was  noade  military  governor  of  ComDa. 

The  Royal  Academy  of  History  nutde  him  one  of  its  members  in  17S4,  and 
■nbaequently  he  received  similar  honors  from  the  society  Cantabrica,  and  that 
of  the  citj- of  Valencia.  Alcedo  Bib.  Am.,  MS.,  i.  27-0. 

For  the  compilation  of  hm  Diecionario,  Alcedo  has  drawn  upon  a  variety  of 
sources.  The  articles  relating  to  the  English  and  French  possetaions  of 
NoriJi  America  are  taken  from  the  Ameriran  OaieUeer,  Loud.  1762;  the 
greater  portion  of  those  relating  to  South  America  from  Coleti's  Diaomirio 
Slorico-Geoi/nifico,  Venice,  1771;  hut  the  information  relating  to  New  Spain 
is  said  to  come  from  over  three  hundred  works  on  America,  in  various  ton- 
ffuogss.  In  addition  to  these,  numberless  documents  were  examined  and 
much  information  received  from  intelligent  residents  of  the  Indies,  to  whom 
he  submitted  his  work.  The  result  of  these  labors  was  a  work  whose  value 
was  immediately  recognized,  and  though  in  many  respects  defective  when 
compared  with  later  encyclopedias,  owing  to  the  numerous  valuable  authori- 
tJes  used,  and  now  lost  or  inaccessible,  it  remains  a  standard  work.  The 
desire  of  Btimulating  commeree  between  Spain  and  her  American  possessions, 
by  collecting  the  most  full  and  accurate  information  possible,  was  one  of  the 
chief  motives  of  the  author,  but  this  laudable  desire  was  well  nigh  frustrated 
by  the  Spanish  government,  which,  in  Older  to  prevent  this  information  from 
spreading  among  foreign  nations,  ordered  the  suppression  of  the  work.  A  few 
copies,  however,  escaped,  but  though  the  work  at  once  became  very  rare  no 
reprint  was  ever  attempted,  owing  chiefly,  no  doubt,  to  Its  subseqnent  trans- 
lation into  English.  The  growing  importance  of  English  trade  with  Amer- 
ica, which  hod  increased  enormously  since  the  American  revolution,  and  the 
necessity  for  more  extensive  information  induced  G-  A.  Thompson,  line  of  her 


612  FIFTY -THIRD  AND  FIPTY-FOUETH  VICEROYS. 

citizens,  to  vadertake  the  tnuislatioD.  which  resalted  in  the  publicatron  in 
1312-15  of  five  large  4to  voU.,  containing  aa  nearly  oa  poagiblo  a  literal  trans- 
latioD  of  Alcedo,  and  with  numy  valuable  additione,  chiedy  from  the  works  of 
Morse,  Molina,  Humboldt,  Dcpona,  Aiara,  and  official  sources.  To  many 
of  tliD  leading  articles  much  nmtter  has  been  added,  including  statistics  in 
the  preface  to  the  first  volume;  a  statistical  review  of  English  trade  is  given; 
Aloedo's  glossary  of  proi-incial  terms  haa  been  revised  and  enlarged;  varioua 
improvemeuta  have  been  made  in  the  arrangement  and  treatment;  many 
inaccuraciea  have  been  corrected;  and  the  whole  baa  been  supplemented  with 
u  vnliiable  collection  of  maps  in  a  separate  volume. 

With  the  object  of  avoiding  the  endless  repetition  of  anthor?  In  connection 
with  the  various  articles  of  the  Dicrionario,  Alccdo  wrote  two  separate  vol- 
umes, containing  bibliographical  aketches  of  all  the  works  consulted,  to  which 
he  gave  the  title  of  BibUoteca  Amerieann ,  ll  Catdlogo  HM&rico  dt  todol  lot 
aalores  que  han  tserilo  eobre  maUriaii  de  America  m  varxoi  idionuu,  eon  una 
tiotkia  dentt  vidfx»,  MS.,  fol.,  2  vols.  This  work  was  never  published,  and 
but  few  copies  of  the  original  are  extant.  One  of  these,  sent  to  MeKica  in 
1 854  by  William  H.  Prescott,  is  now  in  my  possession.  Another  nianuscript 
work  of  Alcedo,  wboae  title  is  given  in  the  foregoing  work,  is  [Il^toria  del 
Ite^Tto  dc  Tierra  F\rme  y  Ciudad  de  Panama,  deede  el  aiio  de  1519,  MS.,  witk 
cuts,  4to.     I  find  no  mention  of  this  work  elsewhere. 

In  common  with  other  religious  provinces  of  New  Spain,  the  Fnuiciscaa 
province  of  Zacatecas  had  its  special  chronicler.  The  labors  of  ita  friars  wera 
chieHy  confined  to  that  portion  of  New  Spain  in  whicli  are  included  the  mod- 
em states  of  Zacatecas,  San  Luis  PotosI,  New  Leon,  Coahuila,  Chihuahua, 
Durango,  and  the  north-eastern  part  of  Jalisco,  and  wore  closely  identified 
with  the  conquest  and  settlement  of  these  regions.     All  this  is  related  in  tha 
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but  the  moBt  important  is  the  Palatra  Uietorteal  de  Virliiltt,  y  Exemptarri, 
Mexico.  IGTO,  2G[>  folios,  followed  in  I6T4  by  a  secoad  part  under  tbe  title  of 
QtO'jraJi:'a  Deecripcion. .  .de  ealaPromncia  de  Prtdieadoita  de  Antrqeera,  423 
folioB  and  a  aapplemcnt,  in  two  volumes,  both  devoted  to  the  history  of  Do- 
minican missions,  luid  the  lives  of  the  friars,  interspcraod  with  numeroos 
details  on  the  ancient  history,  ritea,  and  relies  of  the  Zapotccs  and  odjoioing 
tribes.  It  is  the  only  source  of  any  value  for  the  history  of  this  iinporbuit 
province;  yot  it  is  so  rare  even  in  Mexico  aa  t«  have  been  overlooked  by 
several  bibliographers.  An  engraved  page  representing  a  portal  with  a  num- 
ber of  stutucB,  aatronomic  Bigoa,  and  other  elaboration,  precedes  the  title- 
page.  The  printing  is  in  double  columns,  and  rather  crude.  The  diction  is 
flow>:ry  and  verbose,  with  the  BupcrabuDdancB  of  religious  imLttcr  to  ba  ex- 
pected from  such  a  pen,  and  the  pliraseology  is  obscure,  rendering  it  on  the 
whole  very  troublesomo  to  glean  facts;  but  these  are  faults  of  tho  time,  aa 
much  OB  of  tho  man,  whose  pious  biographies  do  justice  to  his  fraternal  zeal, 
if  not  to  Ilia  judgment,  and  whose  curious  annala  ronsc  our  interest. 

Tbe  crowning  figure  in  the  bibliographic  series  for  tho  later  colonial  period 
is  undoubtedly  Friedriuh  Ueinrich  Alexander  vou  Humboldt,  whoso  well 
known  work  on  New  Spain  forms  a,  review  of  its  condition  at  the  most  ad' 
vanccd  period,  tho  lirat  exhaustive  acconnl  of  the  kind  ever  given,  and  that 
by  one  of  a  foreign  race,  hitherto  so  jealously  eiidudcd  from  making  inquiries. 
The  exemption  granted  in  tbis  case  was  due  greatly  to  Humboldt's  fume  aa  a 
scientist  and  traveller,  which  had  paved  the  way  to  favor  at  a  court  roused  in 
a  meaauro  to  the  liberal  requirements  of  the  age.  He  early  displayed  a  taste 
for  botany  and  kindred  subjects,  and  was  allowed  full  lil^rty  for  his  inclina- 
tion at  tbe  university  of  Gottingea,  at  that  time  preeminent  for  scientifio 
studies.  His  mpid  advancement  in  these  and  other  bisnchea  can  bo  traced 
greatly  to  tho  influence  of  a  noble-minded  mother,  on  whom  had  devolved  his 
enliro  care  since  his  tenth  year,  owing  to  the  death  in  1779  of  his  father, 
a  major  in  the  aruiy  and  chamberlain  at  the  Berlin  court.  At  Giittingeu 
Humboldt  formed  a  friendship  with  George  Forster,  companion  of  the  navi- 
gator Cook,  which  gave  impulBO  to  on  innate  love  fur  travelling,  and 
henceforth  his  reading  was  especially  directed  to  prepare  liim  for  scientific 
exploration,  while  a  series  of  contributions  on  subjects  ran(;ing  from  physics 
to  philosophy  gave  evidence  in  his  twentieth  year  both  of  hia  profundity 
and  tho  variety  of  his  attainmeuts.  In  1792  Iio  liad  accepted  a  position  in 
the  mining  department  with  a  view  to  advance  Lis  studii-s,  but  displayed 
such  nuirkcd  ability  aa  to  obtain  rapid  advancement,  oa  well  as  important 
commissions.  In  17tlo  he  undertook  a  scientific  tour  through  Switzcrhmd  and 
Italy,  prepared  shortly  after  to  join  the  projected  circumnavigatiou  party  uu- 
der  Baudin,  but  drifted  to  Madrid  and  was  invited  to  stlect  fipanisli  America 
as  a  field  for  investigation.  lie  accordingly  left  CoruQa  in  1700,  accom- 
panied by  the  botanist  Bonpland,  overran  successively  Nueva  Andalucio, 
Spanish  Guaiona,  and  Cuba,  establiahed  the  exiatence  of  a  connection  between 
the  Orinoco  and  Amazon,  and  began  in  1801  the  celebrated  exploration  of  tbe 
Andes,  crowned  by  an  ascent  of  Chimborozo,  and  complemented  by  olwerva- 
tiona  on  the  transit  of  Mercury,  on  the  sources  of  tho  Amazon,  and  on  tha 
fertilizing  properties  of  guano. 
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In  1802  be  left  Callao  for  Acapnlco,  sUll  accompBinied  by  Bonplaud,  who 
Btteaded  to  botanical  reKeercbw.  The  letters  of  Miniater  Urquizo  procured 
him  in  Nev  Spain  u  elsewhere  the  attention  and  coGpia^tion  of  the  highest 
officials,  and  he  was  enabled  to  nuike  investignitions  connected  not  alone  with 
the  abetrnct  and  concrete  sciences,  which  formed  bia  chief  aim,  but  with  the 
political  and  economic  condition  of  the  coimtiy  hitherto  ho  jealously  veiled. 
During  a  stay  from  March,  1603,  till  the  same  month  in  the  following  year,  he 
made  tripe  in  different  directions,  embracing  the  mining  districts  of  Real  del 
Monte,  Guanajuato,  and  Zscatecas,  the  agricultural  regions  of  Michoacan, 
and  back  past  the  stiow-crowned  volcanoes  Popocatepetl  and  Iztaccihnatl  to 
the  aboriginal  center  of  Cholula  with  it  fomons  pyramid,  and  thence  to  the 
miasmatic  gnlf'Sbora,  directing  bis  penetrating  observations  on  ancient  and 
taoderu  society,  on  mouldering  ruins  and  nnfolding  elements  of  a  higher  cul- 
ture, on  snpemal  phenomena  and  snbtemtnean  forms,  all  the  more  interesting 
since  in  connection  with  his  southern  explorations,  they  formed  the  base  for 
several  branches  of  science,  to  which  be  lays  claim  us  founder,  notably  in 
meteorology  and  physical  geography.  Bo  returned  to  Europe  in  1604,  and  be- 
gan soon  after  at  Paris,  with  aid  from  different  quarters,  to  prepare  for  publi- 
cation the  fruit  of  bia  remarkable  tour,  a  task  occupying  a  great  part  of  bis 
attention  for  over  30  years,  and  intimately  connected  with  other  works  of 
encycloptxUc  range  which  flowed  from  his  ever  bnsy  pen,  and  procured  liirn  a 
fame  almost  unrivalled  in  scientific  annals. 

The  results  of  his  American  journey  were  given  to  the  world  in  Voyage  aux 
rigitnu  iiptinoxiaie)  da  nottveau  cmUatenl,  fail  dam  Us  armia  J799  d  IS04, 
divided  into  six  parts  in  30  folio  and  quarto  volumes,  and  embracing  such  sec- 
tions as  lifkUioa  Uittorique,  V-ues  dra  Vonlilli'r's,  Athis,  Examtn  trttlqiK  dt 
i'Aigtoire  de  la  giogi-aphit  du  nouifnu  continent,  spoken  of  in  connection  with 
my  Summary  of  Orographical  Knovtttd'je  and  Ditcavfry,  Ilxit.  Cftit,  Am,,  L, 
and  EiMii  Folitique  tar  It  Royaume  de  la  KoavdU  KepaijJit,  Paris,  1811,  2 
vols.,  the  rest  relating  especially  to  natural  history,  geology,  meteorology^ 
accompanied  by  maps  and  drawings.  Most  of  thcae  and  other  works  have  been 
tmnslated  into  different  languages,  and  issued  in  many  editions,  both  com- 
plete and  abbreviated.  My  remarks  must  for  the  present  be  confined  to  the 
£»«a>  Politique,  as  the  only  section  which  relates  particularly  to  New  Spain. 
It  is  dedicated  to  Corloa  IV.,  aa  hia  jiatroD  in  this  inataDce,  and  has  a  valu- 
able atlas.  After  an  introductery  explanation  of  the  nuips,  it  opens  with 
physical  geograpliy  and  its  bearing  on  agriculture  and  otbcr  industries,  and 
proceeds  to  treat  of  population,  the  causes  which  affect  births  and  deaths, 
notably  epidemic  diseases,  and  cbaracteriatics  and  conditions  of  the  races  and 
castes.  Then  follows  a  description  of  the  different  iatendencias  and  provinces, 
their  extent,  resources,  and  leading  towns;  the  second  volume  with  tlie  three 
lost  directions  is  devoted  respectively  to  agriculture  and  mines,  commerce 
and  manufactures,  revenue  and  defences,  followed  by  two  supplemente  of 
notes  and  a<lditions.  Like  many  other  parts  of  Humboldt's  work,  this  was 
lirst  issued  in  sections  from  1808-11,  as  noticed  in  Ediabiirgh  Jlev.,  April 
1810,  and  November  1811,  the  firat  complete  edition  being  the  folio  before 
mo  of  lall.  I  have  also  the  firat  German  issue  of  1809-U  in  5  vohi.,  8vo, 
aud  English  and  ijpanish  editions,  those  of  later  date  containing  additions. 


HUMBOLDT. 

The  value  of  the  work  is  recognized  not  so  much 
the  extensive  use  made  of  it  by  later  writers,  hardly 
suit  earlier  authorities  for  the  field  covered;  and  i 
done  bettei,  for  it  is  with  rare  exceptions  not  only 
official  data  freely  placed  before  the  author,  but 
comprehensive  and  philosophic  treatise  of  the  kind 
less  it  is  not  exhaustive,  and  it  rarely  goes  back 
Humboldt's  time  for  statistics  or  historic  informa 
looked  by  many  a  hasty  and  ungrateful  borrower, 
the  scope  is  broad,  the  work  has  served  merely  as 
None  the  less  do  I  acknowledge  my  obligations  to 
great  man,  the  first  to  unlock  the  SpanUh  coloni. 
and  I  heartily  join  my  voice  to  the  applause  still  ri 


Herewith  I  give  broader  references  to  some  aul 
preceding  chapters:  Cedultirio^  MS.,  i.  69,  90,  152- 
61^,  129;  iv.  24-5,  158-9;  Vireyea  de  Mtx.,  Instr 
de  la  Corona,  MS.,  i.  6-6,  45-50,  134;  iii.  12,  42 
177-80;  V.  1-54,  133;  vi.  63-76;  Ooncilios  Prov.,  i 
iii.  63-203;  iv.  69  et  seq.;  Keales  OrdeneSf  i.  254 
passim;  viii.  16,  24,  214-15;  Instruccion  Vireyes 
C^dulas,  MS.,  i  8-10,  75-6.  105-6;  ii.  58-63,  1 
Q'ujedo,  Instruc,  MS.,  L,  passim;  ii.  1-8,  80-100; 
Jiesidencia,  MS.,  passim;  Id.,  Bandos,  passim;  /(/. 
Branciforte,  InstruCj  MS.,  13-36;  Azanza,  histruc. 
Je/mitaSy  MS.,  5;  Linarea,  Imtruc,  MS.,  passim; 
82,  119;  Certijicacion  de  laa  Mercedes,  MS.,  53-5,  1 
Diego,  234;  Papeles  Franeiscanos,  MS.,  221,  313-H 
33-6,  63-61;  Providencias  Beales,  MS.,  62,  204-5;  ( 
157,  161-2,  181-3;  Intendenies,  Real  Ordenanza,  3 
riaa,  passim;  Gonzalez  Ddvila,  Teatro  Ecles,,  i.  274 
620-1;  Aiegre,  Hist,  Comp.  Jesus,  i.  38-40;  ii.  73 
OOngora,  Carta  al  Almiranie,  MS.,  4-9,  37;  Id.,  Pa 
chex:o  and  Cdrdtnas,  Col  Doc,  iv.  136-40,  363;  H 
setj.;  Col.  Doc,  InM.,  xxxi.  496-502;  Cortes,  Hist. 


Mex.,  sdrie  i.  torn,  i.,  ii.,  passim;  Jd.,  s6rie  ii. 
passim;  Ataman,  Disert.,  iii.  62-85,  239-44,  262- 
Mej.,  i.  8  et  seq.;  ii.  1-2;  iv.  724;  v.  956;  Colon,  J 
60;  iii.,  iv.,  passim;  Cartas  de  Jndias,  272,  791-2; 
1-52;  Carriedo,  Estudios  Hist.,  ii.  107;  Vetancvrt,  C 
67-9,  81-3;  Id.,  Trat.  Mex.,  1-6,  34-45;  Belena,  . 
332-5;  Oomez,  Diario,  passim;  Presidios,  Beylamei 
passim;  Morji,  Col.  Doc,  MS.,  8^26,  211-39;  Arra 
umentos  Dofnen.  Esjk,  MS.,  passim;  Guijo,  Diario, 
Cron.,  150-6;  Mota  Padilla,  Cofiq.  N.  Gal,  3-18, 
Hist.,  i.  10-11;  Id.,  EfemeHdes,  i.  33;  Id.,  M&iit 
63-4;  Id.,  VozdelaPatria,  iii.  7-8,  24;  Villarroel,  , 
163-72;  Monlemayo?',  Smnarios,  3-9,  184-91;  Carl 
1-33;  Id.,  IV.,  Breve  Belo^ion,  passim;  Colon  de  . 
466;  AlzcUe,  Gaceta,  i.  71-7,  166-7,  231-4,  365;  ii. 
453-62;  iv.  passim;  Rivera,  Hist.  Jalapa,  i.  67,  142 
Libre,  79-80,  159-222,  486-535;  Pinart,  Col.  Do 
Berra,  Mem.  Ciud.  Mex.,  171-2,  194-206;  Lacun 
xxxvi.  513-35;  Palafox  y  Mendoza,  El  Venerab.  , 
Azt.f  L   96  et  seq.;  Cavo,  Tres  tSiyhs,  i,  264-5;  i 
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83-8,  166-225;  804a.  EpiKop.  Mtx.,  193-205;  HamMdl,  Emai  PoL,  f 
4-7,  145-237,  273;  ii.  811-36;  Id.,  NeiP  Spain,  H.  3,  61,  138;  iv.  247-76. 
3*2-3;  W.,  Tablas  Ealad.,  MS.,  7-40,  6ii-0;  /.;.,  Vermch.,  ii.  25-130; 
V.  30-51,  Cl-8;  Soc.  Mex.  Orog.,  Bolftin,  i.  40-50;  ii.  6-8,  24,  35-6,  76; 
iv.  10;  viii.  164-6;  Id.,  2ila  i>p.,  L  242-3;  ii.  676-7;  iii.  307,  314;  Id.,  3ra 
^p.,  iii.  111-12;  Iterifllain  de  Souaa,  C'antot,  passim;  Guerra,  Ileaie  JV.  Etp., 
i.  2C6,  281-3;  Simon,  Sermon,  1-30;  TorrenU:,  Htcol.  IlUpaiiia,  I  6-11;  IB; 
ZMiga  y  O.,  CaUndario,  20-37,  82-107,  120-36,  149-50;  Xcon,  Ejjtiica- 
tion,  passim;  Id.,  IluMrucion,  1-40;  Botlriyvei,  Exj/ro*  del  Dolor,  passim; 
Bucureli,  lieglamento,  1-32;  Vai-gaa,  Carta,  passim;  CtduUi,  Ayoato  SI, 
I'iG'J,  1-7;  Bart-a,  Oraeian,  1-40;  t'amfcio,  Rtalea  ExfijuiiM,  passim;  Diario, 
ilex.,  i.  91-2,  303,  337;  ii.  67  et  aeq.,  iii.  19,  70-1.  368;  iv.  7-8,  417-20;  t. 
g9etseq.:  vL  12,  16,  21-20,  219-01;  vii.  48,  paBsim;  viil  112,  139-41;  ix. 
IDO-GO,  310-20,  4G5,  548;  x.  12,  37-44,  401-2;  xi.  467-70;  xii.  200,  345-0, 
631-4,726;  liii.  107-70, 173-fl,  505-6;  i'/i-r™,  iJoc.  Jraxini.,i  388-0;  RireTo, 
Qobe>-itanUit  de  Mex.,  L  37,63,  108,  144  ct  seq.;  Htxieo,  Bosqurjo  Itevoi,  8; 
Id.,  Cuademo,  40;  Id.,  Circular  tobre  A'umfi.,  ilS.,paBaimi  Id.,  Erlracloiide 
Cfdaliu,  M.S.,  \3-33;  Id.,  In/orme,  0;  Id.,  ih-moria  Gverra  1840,9-1},  SJ-9; 
Id.,  Memoria  Relarioneii  1850,  8-9;  Id.,  Kotu  on,  9*,  ll;J-I4,  234;  Id.,  Ji'ol. 
Ciad.  Mex.,  28,  178-88;  Id.,  Ordenanzas,  1-02;  Id.,  Provid.  Diocetimat,  MS., 
paasim;  Id.,  RegUi  Z/mea  PrfMt.,  23-9;  Iltypitai  dr  la  Tropa,  InMnic,  1-15; 
Oonmles,  Col.  A.  Leon,  149-50;  OuUt  de  Haeknda,  ii.  129-40;  Id.,  Foi-atterot 
1737,  150-83;  Caalillo,  Oracion  Paneg.,  1-37;  Wett  Indkt,  DeacripL,  60-4; 
JUodem  Traveller,  Mex.  andOuat.,  i.  4;  Pinkerton'a  ModeruGeog.,m.  100-6; 
Zerecero,  Rev.  Mex.,  20;  AticoKa,  llieL  Yuc.,  IL  273-4,  302-5;  iiL  432,  440; 
Casaas,  Oraeion  EUnebre,  psssim;  SjMitieh  Empire  in  Am.,  112-14;  Pik£» 
Eiplor.,  377-85;  Zamora,  Bib.  Leg.  UU.,  iii.  371-0;  vi.  130-205,  229-55;  Gal- 
vez,  Informt  Marquii,  17-18,  54-60,  186;  Id.,  Oracioa  FuneLre,  l-ll;  Yuca- 
tnti,  Eaiad.  Tabia,  3  et  seq.;  Oayarre'x,  Hiit.  LonU,  164-0;  Conde  yUqatndo, 
Oraeion,  1-37;  Zavala,  Btv.  Mex.,  30;  Pap.  Var.,  v.  65-0;  xxxiii,  passim; 
XXXV.  11  «t  seq.;  Ixxiv.  1-12;  cxxii.  29-73;  cxlix.  19-20;  ccxviL,  passim; 
Colercion  de  Diarioe,  225-40;  Leim,  La  Eatirpe,  1-27;  Bti^uetta  al  Papel, 
17-18;  Plateroe,  Obtlinco,  1-5;  Beatamento,  IiMrue.  Pretid.,  1-132;  Momo, 
J/tr.,  i.  304-9,  353-8,  393-402;  iii.  212-16,  3Q7-406;  iv.  92-5,  119-20,  259- 
85.  5-25-35;  Willie,  Sotiela  Ilao.,  4-5;  ArrHlai/a,  Beeop.  1834,  14-2-89;  1833, 
3-6,  298-300,  323-4;  EKOmilta,  Not.  Cur.  de  Onal.,  40,  fiO-1;  Areealo,  Lau- 
dalie  Fanebrie,  1-31;  Eaciidero,  Nol.Son.,  63,  70-1;  I'iagero,  Utiiveraal,  xxvL 
253-330,  343-4,  355-72;  xxvii.  51-86,  196-0.  247-9;  Bocha.  Codigo  Nic,  ii. 
30;  Lerdo  de  Ttjada,  Apuiil.  Ilitl.,  301-02;  Oomaltx,  Col.  Doc.  If.  Leon, 
149-50;  Jiiarro$,  Compeudio  Guoi.,  267-70;  Oazela  Mex.,  i.-xi.,  psssim; 
Zamaeoii,  lliit.  Mfj.,  v.,  pawim;  vi.  9-55,  74,  555-9;  vii.  49,  785;  viii.  49; 
X.  1206,  1373;  Youag'»  Hitl.  Mex.,  63;  San  Salmdor,  El  Sealimiento,  1-39; 
Caoo,  Tren  Siylot,  ii  173-85;  iiL  7-92;  Uranailot,  Tardea  Am.,  439-S5. 
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over  natives,  all  political  power,  remained  with  the 
king,  who  kept  jealous  guard  over  his  prerogatives, 
resolved  to  exact  for  himself  and  his  favorite  subjects 
every  benefit,  and  went  to  the  extreme  of  placing  on 
colonial  thought  and  enterprise  restrictions  which  have 
generally  been  condemned  as  tyrannical. 

But  Spaniards  felt  not  the  yoke.  While  loving  to 
rule,  they  preferred  also  to  be  ruled.  The  nobles  had 
trained  them  in  loyalty,  so  much  so  that  they  readily 
responded  to  the  appeals  of  the  sovereign  to  aid  in 
humbling  the  nobility  who  interfered  too  much  with 
the  free  sway  of  the  sceptre.  For  this  they  received 
among  other  privileges  a  right  to  popular  representa- 
tion, but  it  was  not  long  ere  the  astute  Charles,  with 
the  aid  of  the  church,  managed  to  wrest  from  the 
communities  all  power  to  interfere  in  state  govern- 
ment, and  to  assume  for  himself  supreme  control, 
which  extended  also  over  the  church.  Still  the 
sovereigns  were  ever  devoted  to  the  faith,  and  so  were 
ready  to  be  guided  by  philanthropic  prelates  and  sage 
counsellors.  No  country  indeed  can  point  to  a  code 
superior  for  general  benevolence  and  wisdom.  Its 
chief  defects  must  be  attributed  to  the  mania  at  Mad- 
rid for  excessive  governing,  and  to  the  sway  allowed 
to  feeling  over  staid  judgment  and  determination  in 
dictating  and  enforcing  it,  no  less  than  to  the  constant 
pressure  for  money  at  court,  for  which  so  much  was 
sacrificed.  While  selfish  in  its  restrictions  against 
foreign  elements,  like  the  church  the  supreme  author- 
ity was  sympathetic  and  lenient  within  limits,  and  it 
looked  with  paternal  care  to  the  interests  of  all  con- 
cerned, whether  Spaniards,  Indians,  or  mixed  breeds, 
although  the  first  were  naturally  regarded  with 
special  favor.  If  greedy  oflScials  circumvented  the 
laws  and  used  their  power  for  oppression,  the  lower 
classes  who  sufiered  were  ready  enough  to  recognize 
the  good  intentions  of  the  government.  Thus  for  cen- 
turies its  control  remained  unquestioned,  even  by  the 
parlies  which  at  times  presumed  to  rise  against  the 
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Regulations  for  Indians,  as  we  have  repeatedly  seen, 
were  full  of  liberal,  benevolent,  and  as  a  rule  wise  meas- 
ures, though  misapplied  by  rapacious  or  negligent  oflB- 
cials.  More  consideration  was  shown  for  the  faults  of 
the  natives;  special  exemptions  were  granted  from 
taxes,  and  many  privileges  extended,  as  if  in  regard 
for  their  primary  right  to  the  soil,  and  their  poverty, 
and  as  if  they  were  less  responsible  beings.  The 
quality  of  this  consideration  has  no  parallel  in  the  his- 
tory of  colonization ;  there  is  a  pure  charity,  a  tender 
humanity  about  it,  which  we  look  for  in  vain  among  the 
other  nations  of  Christendom.  The  encomienda  system 
had  been  gradually  abolished,  and  liberty  granted  to 
the  Indians  freely  to  dispose  of  their  labor;  yet  ad- 
vantage continued  to  be  taken  of  their  povertv  and 
ignorance,  to  abuse  them,  and  practically  to  maintain 
them  in  slavery,  notwithstanding  the  many  strict  laws 
against  advancing  money  or  effects,  or  otherwise  to 
place  them  under  binding  obligation.  The  alcaldes 
mayores  and  corregidores  placed  to  protect  them  were 
only  too  often  their  chief  oppressors,  who  relentlessly 
exacted  the  tribute  from  which  they  obtained  a  per- 
centage, and  who  sold  to  them  by  compulsion  useless 
goods  at  exorbitant  rates.  The  establishment  of  inten- 
dencias  had  for  its  object  the  reform  of  these  abuses, 
and  improvement  certainly  took  place.  The  effort  to 
congregate  them  into  villages,  particularly  near  mines 
and  settlements,  was  still  carried  on,  partly  to  promote 
their  culture  by  means  of  priests  and  example,  partly  for 
advancement  of  colonization  and  increase  of  state  rev- 
enue, the  frequent  practice  of  introducing  laborers  from 
a  distant  province  being  objectionable  in  many  ways. 

In  the  villages  so  formed  no  strangers  must  be 
allowed,  even  of  their  own  race,^^  and  those  enrolled 
as  settlers  must  not  live  away  from  the  place.  Large 
villages  had  two  alcaldes  and  four  regidores,^  elected 

"  Though  they  may  own  land  there.  Travellers  could  stay  two  days, 
traders  not  over  three. 

^'^  A  medium-size  village  had  two  regidores,  and  one  of  40  to  80  Indiana 
only  one  alcalde  and  one  regidor. 
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annually  from  among  the  people  in  presence  of  tho 
curate,  who  was  the  adviser  and  guide  in  all  matters. 
The  election  was  as  a  rule  nominal,  for  the  ofl5ces, 
particularly  the  former,  fell  to  the  Indian  nobles,  and 
in  some  villages  the  cacique  was  perpetual  alcalde. 
This  officer  could  inflict  punishment  to  the  extent  of 
a  day's  imprisonment  or  eight  lashes  on  drunkards, 
absentees  from  mass,  and  similar  offenders.  Greater 
culprits,  including  half-breeds,  must  bo  merely  arrested 
and  taken  to  the  nearest  Spanish  town.  The  caciques 
or  chiefs  retained  a  certain  power  independent  of  any 
official  rank,  with  right  to  establish  their  claims  to 
succession,  to  wield  authority  over  the  Indians  with- 
in their  district,  and  to  exact  tribute,  although  this 
was  moderated  if  regarded  as  excessive.  They  must 
pay  the  men  employed  and  inflict  only  light  punish- 
ments.^ The  privileges  granted  them  as  nobles  were 
generally  abused  in  tyrannizing  over  their  semi-sub- 
jects, partly  as  a  relief  to  their  feelings,  which  suf- 
fered so  much  from  Spanish  insolence.  The  curates 
and  political  agents  were  generally  prepared  to  support 
them  for  economic  reasons.  Special  care  was  taken 
to  dispose  of  Indian  civil  and  criminal  cases  promptly 
and  with  the  least  expense.  Indeed,  processes  were 
not  permitted  except  in  grave  instances.  In  audiencia 
cities,  a  lawyer  and  procurador  attended  exclusively 
to  them,  without  chaining  fees,  their  pa}''  coming 
from  fines  or  community  effects,"  Cases  of  first  in- 
stance pertained  to  governors,  and  at  Mexico  an 
Indian  tribunal  under  an  oidor  or  alcalde  de  crimen, 
who  acted  as  aaesor  to  the  viceroy,  attended  to  this 
duty.*^ 

"  No  ordiuKT7  judce  could  seize  a  caciqne,  except  for  grave  offence.  No 
mcatizo  conld  hold  tEis  dignity.  Rtcop.  lad.,  ii.  245-9;  2amora,  Bib.  Lej. 
Utt.,  i.  li>2etseq.;  lasAakHa,  Col.  Uix.,  u.  1-24. 

"In  suits  before  the  audiencia  the  fiscal  defended  cue  party,  the  protector 
the  other.  Itfop.  lad.,  ii-  243.  Tho  protector  and  defensor  otiices  were  sup- 
pressed in  15S2,  bnt  revived  a  few  years  later. 

"  For  its  support  a  tax  of  half  a  real  was  levied  on  each  Indian.  Id. ,  200. 
A  clerk  and  relator  assisted.  AzanTm,  Instmc,  MS.,  11.  Tlio  oidor  received 
400  peaos  a  year  for  this  extra  duty.  Indians  could  freely  give  powen  of 
attorney  bo  as  (o  avoid  appearance  io  person. 
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Among  the  sources  for  village  revenue  was  the  yield 
of  community  land,  each  Indian  being  obhged  to  culti- 
vate a  certain  amount,  or  to  pay  a  tax.  The  funds 
were  generally  invested  in  mortgages,  with  advice  of 
an  oidor  and  in  charge  of  royal  treasury  officials,  under 
bond,  who  disbursed  for  crown  taxes,  school  and  mis- 
sion expenses,  and  other  purposes.  The  capital  could 
not  be  encroached  upon,  save  in  extreme  cases  and 
with  approval  of  the  Indians;"  indeed  this  as  well  as 
a  part  of  the  inflowing  money  came  to  be  held  almost 
as  crown  property,  and  the  real  owners  met  with  such 
difficulty  when  making  demands  thereon  that  they 
seldom  renewed  the  effort. 

Office-holding  in  America  possessed  special  features 
not  alone  in  its  allurements,  but  in  its  effect  on  the 
destinies  of  Spanish  colonies.  Almost  every  person 
above  the  artisan  class  who  migrated  to  the  Indies 
came  to  engage  in  commerce  or  to  obtain  oflBce.  In 
fact  nearly  all  the  higher  posts  were  occupied  by 
thera,"  partly  on  the  long  established  principle,  as 
instanced  by  the  restrictions  on  oidores,  to  let  no 
official  exercise  jurisdiction  in  a  province  or  district 
where  he  was  bound  by  ties  of  kinship.  This  seemed 
the  more  necessary  in  countries  so  distant  from  the 
seat  o^'  government,  and  whose  population  had  by 
personal  conquest  and  colonization  acquired  more 
immediate  rights  and  greater  freedom  of  discussing 
them.  To  the  children  bom  within  the  bounds  of 
loyal  Spain,  and  influenced  by  no  foreign  ties,  must, 
therefore,  be  intrusted  the  supervision  and  manage- 
ment for  their  king  of  these  less  secure  possessions. 
Thov  nlso  had  readier  access  to  niead  for  noaitions. 
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Council,  the  other  being  Peru,  embraced  five  of  the 
twelve  audiencias,  namely,  Santo  Domingo,  Mexico, 
Guatemala,  Guadalajara,  and  Manila,  besides  the  cap- 
tain-generalcy  of  Florida,  extending  from  the  southern 
border  of  Costa  Rica"'  into  the  undefined  north,  till 
treaties  of  the  eighteenth  and  nineteenth  centuries  gave 
boundaries  along  Louisiana  and  beyond  California. 
The  viceroy  of  Mexico  had  however  a  merely  nomi- 
nal authority  over  any  but  the  audiencia  districts  of 
Mexico  and  Guadalajara,  which  extended  from  Gua- 
temala, Chiapas,  and  the  bay  of  Honduras  to  the 
south  line  of  the  Florida  department,  and  beyond  Cali- 
fornia, a  region  forming  New  Spain  proper."  In  1786 
this  state  embraced  ten  gubernatorial  divisions  which 
were  now  converted  into  twelve  intendencias  and 
three  provincias,  with  two  hundred  and  forty-two  al- 
caldiaa  mayores  or  partidos."  Two  military  divisions 
also  existed,  those  subject  to  the  viceroy  as  captain- 
general,  and  those  under  the  comandante  general  of 
the  Provincias  Internas. 

Originally  New  Spain  was  under  control  of  a  gov- 
ernor, as  we  have  seen,  who  held  also  the  offices 
of  chief  justice  and  captain^eneral,  with  power  to 
appoint  lieutenants  ana  other  high  officers,  to  grant 
repartimientos,  to  exile  obnoxious  persons,  and  to  con- 

" '  Cabo  de  Tibnrdn  y  rio  de  CoDgoe,  por  doDda  conGiia  con  las  Provinciaa 
de  Tieira  Finne.'  Aleeda,  ii.  78.  Most  of  the  earlj  geogrspbera  app'?  the 
Dame  of  Naw  Spaon  loo»ely  even  to  Panami.  D<*erip.  Amtr.,  103-1.  Thaau- 
mt  Oeog.,  iL  2j3;  Sansm,  L'Arntr.,  17;  LirsU,  Qeon.,  708;  Apiano,  Canaog., 
6-7,  75;  ilendiaa,  HUt.  China,  30*;  OTielliiiB,  Teatrvm,  1-3,     The  ehnrch 


a  captain-generalc;  to  a  rather  limited  apace.  Hoe.  In(d.,  xiL  490-3;  Me- 
dina, C'knin.  S.  Dingo,  227,  The  Bubordinatioii  of  the  diEferont  andiencka  to 
the  viceroyaltiesof  Feniand  Mexico  is  eiplained  in  Recop.  de  /nd.,  i.  .^39,  ii. 
114-16  etc.;  Laet,  Noma  Orbit,  220,     Dnriog  tJie  temporary  transfer  of  tbe 
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Puebla*^  to  Otumba,  the  scene  of  Cortes'  brilliant  vic- 
tory, where  the  outgoing  viceroy  with  the  dignitaries 
from  Mexico  usually  met  him,^  although  a  number  of 
officials  and  citizens  had  hastened  to  tender  homage 
lonff  before  this.    Here  took  nlace  the  informal  sur- 
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during  certain  public  celebrations,  accepting  a  higher 
form  of  address  than  sefloria — excellency  being  per- 
mitted only  in  late  years— obliging  the  oidores  to 
escort  the  viceroy  to  their  hall  whenever  he  chose  to 
preside,^^  and  expecting  them  as  well  as  other  digni- 
taries to  make  ceremonious  calls  on  his  birthday,  or 
during  his  sickness.  In  other  directions  his  privi- 
leges were  extended  with  a  view  to  preserve  the 
dignity  of  the  royal  representative.  A  guard  of 
honor  numbering  twenty-five  was  provided  to  attend 
him,  and  later  a  special  posse  for  the  palace.^^  His 
pay  was  gradually  increased  from  the  six  thousand 
ducats  enjoyed  by  Mendoza,  to  twenty  thousand,  and 
later  to  forty  and  sixty  thousand  pesos.  Certain  legal 
fees  were  added  for  superintending  the  drainage  work 
and  other  duties,  exceptional  grants  being  made  to 
favorites,  with  permission  to  introduce  a  certain 
amount  of  jewelry  and  merchandise  free  of  duty.'* 
A  goodly  portion  of  the  government  house  or  palace, 
and  of  the  buildings  at  Chapultepec,  were  set  aside 
for  his  use,  and  the  service  was  covered  to  a  great 
extent  from  public  funds.^*  Liberality  in  this  direc- 
tion appeared  the  more  necessary,  as  only  too  many 
viceroys  had  used  their  position  to  enrich  themselves, 
either  by  direct  or  indirect  sale  of  places,  or  accept- 

^^The  viceregal  chair  or  throne  in  the  audiencia  chamber  could  not  be 
occnpied  by  the  oidor  who  took  his  place  as  president. 

^'Of  30  men  with  captain  and  lieutenants,  created  in  1792.  The  gnard  of 
honor  consisted  of  a  captain,  a  lieutenant,  3  non-commissioned  officers,  and 
20  halberdiers,  Mrith  a  monthly  pay  of  16  pesos  or  more,  the  captain  alone 
receiving  double  pay,  and  later  that  of  infantry  captain.  The  men  paid  for 
their  uniform  ana  arms.  Their  allowance  came  from  vacated  encomiendas 
and  other  sources.  The  viceroy  of  Peru  had  a  guard  of  50  with  three  hun- 
dred pesos  a  year. 

^^The  amount  varied.  Galle  mentions  16,000  ducats'  worth  of  effects,  be- 
sides 8,000  in  plate,  and  an  annual  importation  for  the  household  to  the  value 
of  4,000  ducats.  Mem,  y  Not,  50-7.  A  year's  pay  was  allowed  till  1766  for 
going  and  returning  to  the  post.  BoUtin,  i.  360.  See  also  Hist.  Mex. ,  ii.  376,  this 
series.  One  fifth  of  the  60,000  was  allowed  for  the  office  of  captain-general, 
and  exempt  from  the  anata  deduction.  The  ruler  at  Lima  had  larger  pay  and 
more  privileges. 

^*The  preference  in  selecting  servants  should  be  given  to  descendants  of 
conquerors.  The  yearly  expenditure  for  palace  repairs  must  not  exceed 
10,000  pesos.  BeaUs  Cedulas^  MS.,  iL  115.  An  account  of  the  rooms  occu- 
pied by  the  viceregal  suite  in  1771  is  given  in  Vireyes  Instmc.,  MS.,  pt^ 
vii.  1-3. 
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ed  seats  according  to  precedence,  when 
iness.  Still  lower  were  places  for  nota- 
3itor8.  Opposite  to  the  oidores  sat  the 
court  and  relator,  and  behind  them  was 
ailing  which  separated  the  assembly  from 
people.  For  the  latter  no  seats  were 
i  they  were  required  to  uncover  their 
3eak  only  in  lowest  whisper.  Lawyers 
Iso  bared  their  heads  on  addressing  the 
^hen  the  counsel  was  supposed  to  have 
iscussed  a  point  his  harangue  was  cut 

the  audiencia  used  to  receive  the  senoria 
e  oidores  that  of  su  mercedy  your  wor- 
the  sefiorfa  was  extended  to  them  also.®^ 
ors  were  accorded  by  the  guard,  and  at 
rebendaries  escorted  them  n'om  the  door 
holy  water.  This  treatment  was  granted 
as  a  body;^  nor  could  they  enjoy  it  very 
eir  visits  to  church,  officially,  were  re- 
ertain  feast-days.  Private  parties  and 
ts,  even  attendance  at  funerals,  were  for- 
m ;  in  fact  any  social  intercourse  whereby 
light  be  formed  to  influence  their  minds 
^s  for  securing  a  good  marriage  within 
s  for  a  son  or  daughter,  this  was  out  of 
No  near  relative  of  an  oidor  could  be 
the  magistracy  within  his  district,  or 
him  as  an  advocate;  so  said  the  law, 
3  frequently  overruled.  Certain  of  these 
i  honors  applied  also  to  lawyers.  At  first 
enter  the  country,  they  had  at  last  to  be 
now  rejoiced  in  the  possession  of  a  royal 
rilling  recruits.    Besides  sporting  gauze 

a;.«  MS.,  70,  etc.  The  viceroy  on  giving  them  audience 
o  Usten  to  them  seated.  Cedmario,  MS.,  lii.  10. 
royal  officials  sat  on  the  right,  or  evangel  side,  the  rouni« 
t,  or  epistola  side;  the  viceroy  between  them  in  special 
a  piece  of  furniture  not  allowed  in  official  or  public  capacity 
less  to  the  oidor  ruling  ad  interim.  The  oidores  could  use 
Eur. 
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on  their  cuffs  to  distinguish  them  from  folk  of  lower 
order,  they  could  boast  of  oath-bound  reputation,  for 
they  were  sworn  under  penalty  never  to  aid  a  bad 
cause.^  Such  strictness  mdicates  the  noble  efforts  of 
the  crown  for  the  right  administration  of  justice,  but 
also  its  recognition  of  human  weakness;  and  in  truth 
abuses  were  only  too  frequent  in  all  departments, 
notably  during  visits  of  inspection.  Nevertheless  it 
must  be  admitted  that  the  decisions  of  the  audiencia 
courts  were  as  a  rule  creditable,  and  won  for  them  just 
respect. 

While  the  Guatemala  tribunal  was  independent  of 
Mexico,  that  of  Guadalajara,  after  several  attempts  at 
freedom,  was  obliged  to  take  a  subordinate  place  in 
certain  cases  of  appeal,  and  to  leave  to  the  viceroy 
the  superintendency  of  war  and  finance  matters.^ 
Later,  when  an  intendente  with  military  power  as- 
sumed the  presidency,  the  subordination  aecreased. 
Its  jurisdiction  variea  at  different  times,  Nueva  Viz- 
caya  being  at  one  time  the  easternmost  province,  but 
of  late  it  extended  from  sea  to  sea,  the  line  running 
from  a  point  ten  leagues  north  of  Rio  Pdnuco,  through 
San  Luis  Potosf ,  along  the  south  border  of  Zacatecas, 
and  between  Ayotitlan  and  Purificacion  to  the  Pa- 
cific.®^ 

Both  audiencias  had  their  archives,  in  charge  of 
the  canciller,  for  the  preservation  of  decrees  received 
and  issued,  of  reports  and  petitions,  the  latter  having 
to  pass  through  this  channel  for  endorsement,  and  for 
elimination  of  trivial  or  unsupported  statements  that 
might  otherwise  trouble  or  perplex  the  home  govern- 
ment. The  form  of  despatches  to  Spain  required  half 
of  every  page  to  be  left  as  margin  for  subsequent  an- 

^  All  had  to  pass  an  examination.  Recop,  Ind.,  i.  443  et  seq. 

^Puga,  CedulariOt  134,  161,  180.  Yet  neither  should  intenere  too  mnch. 
Excesses  on  the  part  of  mUitai-y  officers  could  be  punished  by  this  audiencia, 
and  when  yisitadores  were  needed  in  Nueva  Yizcaya  the  viceroy  should 
merely  nominate  them,  leaving  the  appointment  to  the  superior  experience  of 
the  tribunal  nearer  the  province.  Becop.  Ind,.,  i.  367. 

^Cedulario,  MS.,  iii.  9-10;  Humboldt,  Essai  Pol,  L  146.  See  also  HuU 
North  Mex,  Slates,  i.,  this  series. 
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notations,  and  with  division  of  the  subject  into  distinct 
paragraphs,  in  the  order  of  ecclesiastical,  political, 
financial,  and  military  matters,  each  with  references 
to  the  attached  documents  arranged  in  similar  order.* 
The  chief  depository  for  documents  was  of  course  at 
Mexico,  and  a  large  proportion  of  c^dulas  were  di- 
rected to  the  viceroy  for  transmission,  with  the  privi- 
lege of  putting  his  own  construction  on  them,  or  even 
of  withholding  them  should  they  prove  inexpedient. 
Although  the  alcaldes  del  crimen,  and  even  oidores 
in  certain  cases  and  circuits  took  cognizance  in  first 
instance,  yet  this  was  as  a  rule  left  to  the  alcal- 
des ordinarios,  of  whom  every  town  of  any  size  had 
two."  To  viceroys  and  governors  pertained  first  in- 
stance in  Indian  cases.  First  cognizance  was  also  ex- 
ercised by  a  number  of  industrial  corporations,  such 
as  the  consulado  in  disputes  between  traders,  and  the 
protomedicato  in  afiairs  among  the  medical  profesions. 
Among  miners,  territorial  deputies  acted  in  first  in- 
stance witii  appeal  to  intendentes  assisted  by  two 
miners.  The  jurisdiction  of  these  bodies  was  lessened 
toward  the  close  of  the  last  century;  yet  Revilla  Gi- 
gedo  suggested  a  greater  curtailment,  for  officials  con- 
nected with  such  courts  went  so  far  in  their  eagerness 
to  obtain  suits  as  to  stir  up  discord,  cast  discredit  on 
the  legal  tribunals,  and  assume  too  much  indepen- 
dence."* The  church  retained  a  wide  jurisdiction, 
although  secular  tribunals  were  assuming  more  inter- 
ference.    The  provisorato  de  Indias  attended  to  ques- 

•>/d.,  872.  Troh,  Opera,  Mei.  1803,  4to,  is  a  cnriooi  old  book  devoted 
wholly  to  forma  for  legal  aud  public  documetita.  It  is  full  of  nuirgiiial  ootea, 
illDBtrated  with  floriated  capitals. 

**  At  Mexico  the  five  audiencia  alcaldes  attended  to  cases  of  first  instance, 
and  Kevilla  Gigedo  objects  Xa  her  two  alcaldes  ordioarios  as  useless,  yet  each 
of  her  eight  caariilfa  had  four  alcaldes  de  barrio  who  possessed  a  certain  cog- 
nizanee  and  Bnpervisioa. 

'"  This  right  of  exemption  from  ordinary  jurisdiction  was  known  at/vero. 
Ho  also  objected  to  the  privilege  of  Cort^'  heirs  to  appoint  on  their  estate 
alcaldes  mayores  and  corregtdoi«9  who  took  cognizance,  with  appeal  to  the 
jnez  da  privado  del  estado,  an  oidor,  and  final^  to  the  andieacia.  Inttme., 
24-8.     "Die  dukedom  of  Atlixco  bad  similar  privileges.     Sailors  fell  partly 
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fees  like  those  of  every  person  connected  with  the 
law  being  fixed,  and  so  they  conspired  with  the  rest, 
to  prolong  the  litigation.  The  sheriff  received  two 
and  a  half  per  cent  for  levying,  and  if  the  amount 
was  not  paid  within  three  days  ten  per  cent  was  to 
be  added. ^^  Small  fines  could,  in  certain  cases,  be 
collected  even  if  notice  of  appeal  had  been  given. 

Aside  from  the  usual  causes  for  crime,  there  were 
in  New  Spain  a  number  of  special  incentives,  such  as 
race  antipathy,  growing  antagonism  between  castes 
and  classes,  slavery,  subjection  of  Indians,  isolation  of 
colonists  favored  partly  by  mining  allurements,  and  the 
existence  of  unsubdued  tribes  in  the  mountain  regions. 
The  latter  features  served  to  maintain  the  adventur- 
ous spirit  instilled  by  conquerors,  who  still  battled  on 
the  frontier  to  extend  dominion  and  settlements;  and 
among  a  large  number  lurked  the  roaming  disposition 
inherited  from  less  settled  aborigines.  This  inclina- 
tion turned  naturally  toward  highway  robbery  among 
the  vicious,  and  the  extreme  prevalency  hereof  is  gen- 
erally known.  The  reader  has  already  become  aware 
how  wide-spread  was  crime  in  the  country ,^^  and  how 
more  than  one  viceroy  earned  the  gratitude  of  the 
country  by  energetic  measures  against  it,  although 
these  suppressions  of  evil  had  but  a  temporary  effect. 
Decrees  against  indiscriminate  carrying  of  weapons, 
and  other  measures  produced  little  good,  and  during 
more  than  one  period  extraordinary  powers  were  con- 
ferred on  inferior  judges  for  dealing  with  malefactors. 

A  beneficial  step  was  the  introduction,  in  1631,  of 
the  santa  hermandad,  which  like  its  long-established 
prototype  in  Spain  acted  chiefly  as  thief-catcher,  aided 
by  troops  whenever  necessary.  Even  this  proved  in- 
sufficient, however,  and  so  the  dreaded  acordada  was 

***  Certain  implements,  horses,  and  what  not  were  exempt  in  instances. 
In  Mexico,  Aranzales  de  los  Tribunales^  Gobierno,  etc.,  Hex.  1759,  158  folios, 
are  given  the  fees  for  all  public  departments. 

*"*  Statistics  of  crime  are  very  imperfect,  yet  valuable  deductions  may  be 
drawn  from  those  in  Gazetas  de  Mex.^  1790-2,  v.  8  et  seq.,  and  Diarios^  Alex., 
xii.-xiii.  passim,  and  other  volumes  such  as  the  earlier  Gomez,  Diario,  which 
gives  almost  daily  accounts  of  executions. 
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installed  in  the  beginning  of  the  eighteenth  century. 
This  with  its  vigilant-like  features  of  rapid  move- 
ment, inflexible  sternness,  and  swift  meting  of  jus- 
tice, spread  a  wholesome  terror  that  proved  lasting, 
and  did  more  to  check  crime  than  anything  else.  The 
power  over  liberty  and  life  accorded  to  this  body,  and 
at  times  to  local  magistrates,  led  naturally  to  many 
abuses,  and  consequently  to  certain  restrictions,  yet 
the  remedy  could  not  have  been  worse  than  the 
disease.  Justice  was  too  often  defeated  by  its  own 
officers;  for  few  rose  above  the  temptation  of  bribery, 
and  many  succumbed  through  insufficiency  of  pay. 
And  who  could  severely  blame  them,  when  the  king 
placed  himself  above  the  law  and  issued  regular  tariffs 
of  prices,  for  which  exemption  could  be  granted  from 
laws  concerning  offices  and  trade,  birth  and  race 
stigma,'"  and  a  host  of  other  matters,  often  with  ut- 
ter disregard  for  common  justice  or  public  welfare?^"* 
This  tampering  was  promoted  by  supporting  from 
prison  fees  the  staff  connected  with  this  establishment. 
The  rich  could  here  surround  themselves  with  com- 
forts, people  of  standing  enjoyed  privileges,  and  those 
less  favored  could  often  be  made  to  languish  in  jail  for 
unpaid  charges."*  A  regidor  must  visit  the  prison 
every  Saturday;  in  audicncia  towns  two  oidores.  did 
so,""  attended  by  fiscal  and  alcalde,  to  investigate  cases 
of  wrongful  detention  or  malctreatment. 

Imprisonment  for  debt  obtained  here  as  elsewhere. 
Indians  were  surrendered  to  private  creditors  to  work 
off  their  indebtedness,  the  pay  being  regulated  accord- 

'"Special  orders  were  iasned  it  interval*  to  regolate  the  asaiatanee  by 
militJiry.  Fernando,  vii..  Doc,  314-27. 

'°°A  mere  glance  at  the  lengthy  tariff  published  I17  the  government  in  the 
beginning  of  this  century,  in  the  Oazrta,  xi.  67--T2,  reveals  the  pitiful  extent 
of  Biich  mcrceDorj'  abuse. 

"*yctit  was  ordered  that  the  poor  should  not  be  dotaiaed  for  coats,  taxes, 
or  prisoD  fees.  Indians  were  exempt  from  fees.  £^h  town  or  village  tnnsi 
have  a  prison  built  by  the  community,  or  from  penalty  fnnda,  with  chapel  and 
separate  place  for  women.  The  atcayde  or  keeper  must  reside  at  the  jail,  and 
with  his  turnkey  visit  the  prisonerB  every  night.  No  Indiana  must  lie  em- 
ployed. Rfcop.  /n(I.,ii.  STOetseq.  A  charity  fund  existed  for  the  maiotenance 
of  prisoners.  ItevSla  Oigedo,  Inelme.,  30. 

'i"Alao  on  great  holidays,  and  ofteuer  if  required. 
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ing  to  their  efficiency.  They,  as  well  as  other  castes, 
could  also  be  sent  to  convents  or  public  works,"^  or 
even  sold  for  a  term  to  contractors;  and  in  view  of  the 
prevailing  official  corruption  it  is  easy  to  imagiDe  the 
extreme  oppression  to  which  this  law  gave  rise. 

Punishments  in  America  were  more  severe  than 
in  Spain,  fines  being  double."^  The  greater  number 
of  criminals  were  sent  to  the  frontier,  the  worst  to 
hard  work  under  the  garrisons,  others  to  form  settle- 
ments there,  or  even  to  enlist,  particularly  for  the 
Philippines,  greatly  dreaded  on  account  of  their  cli- 
mate, the  distance  and  intervening  sea  lending  addi- 
tional terror.  The  galleys  in  Spain  and  Tierra  Pirme 
received  a  certain  number;  halters  were  long  in  use,"' 
and  the  lash  was  freely  administered,  even  feathering 
being  legally  applied.  Death  penalties  were  often 
cruel  and  preceded  by  torture,  both  during  the  exam- 
ination and  as  part  of  the  punishment.  The  most 
common  form  of  execution  was  by  garrote,  but  high- 
way robbery  usually  entailed  hanging  and  quartering, 
the  head  of  the  criminal  being  fixed  on  a  stake.  The 
acordada  also  used  the  more  prolonged  method  of 
dragging  with  horses,  and  giving  tho  coup  de  grSce 
with  lances  before  quartering.'"  Burning  at  the  stake 
was  not  restricted  to  the  inquisition,  for  counter- 
feiters and  persons  guilty  of  bestiality  received  this 
sentence.'"  A  not  uncommon  mode  of  dealing  with 
wife-murderers  and  the  like  was  to  cast  them  into  a 
water-butt,  with  a  cock,  a  monkey,  and  a  viper.     In 

'"  Amananfl  woman  were  boW  toobraje  kborforsix  yeare  for  concealing 
ttolen  soode.  Boblet,  Diario,  370-7.  At  least  ona  tbinl  of  tho  pay  mtist  be 
given  £r  BUBtenance,  but  no  new  loana  could  be  contracted  whereby  the  ser- 
vituile  was  prolonged.  Four  montlis  funned  the  limit  in  ordinary  cases.  For 
drunkenness  no  servitndB  should  be  imposed.  Ctdviario,  MS.,  iii.  20^-11. 

"ifffcop.  Ind.,  ii.  S79. 

'"For  restrictioDB,  see  Ordentt  dt  la  Corona,  MS.,  1.  187-02;  criminals 
who  enliated  for  the  Moluccas  received  both  pardon  and  bigb  pay,  125  pesos. 
Jtoldfn,  Diario,  ii.  230-2. 

"'G'n:a-to*  Mtx.  U790),  iv.  62. 

'"'Quemadocon  una  ypgua,  complice  de  su  bestial  crimen.'  Id.,  1787-9, 
ii.  411,  iii.  410.     Sodomites  were  oIbo  bamed.  BM'S.  Diario,  00,  110-11, 
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the  book  M  etxly  as  1743,  and  before  this  a  number  of  papen  appeared  from 
hU  pen  on  limilAr  topics  whinh  did  not  &  little  to  promote  reforma  in  admin- 

iatration. 

I  give  herewith  in  compact  form,  for  farther  i«view,  the  antfaoritiea  con- 
Bulted  for  the  preceding  chapter;  Puga.  CeiMai-io,  80-1,  101-2.  127,  1'14, 
JuO-l,  101,  180-207!  Rtaka  Ctdidiu,  MS.,  i.  10-1.1,  30-^,  05-80,  203-8; 
ii.  22,  74,  80,  109-63,  237;  Ordciifn  itt  la  Corona,  MS.,  i.  passim;  ii.  16; 
iii.  84  et  seg.;  Cedidario,  MS.,  i.  34-46,  103-76;  iii.  3ft-58,  104-0,  192-7, 
205-11;  ir.  i.;  Providriiciai  Iltala,  MS.,  pasaim;  Vireya  de  Mexico,  MS., 
1-4;  Itecop.  lie  Iiid.,  i.-ii.,  paasini;  Montcmai/or,  Svmarioa,  1  et  aeq.;  Afex- 
4fo,  Ordenaniru  Ciiidad,  MS.,  1-34;  Mmaaaenloa  Domia.  E*p.,  MS.,  123-8; 
Liuares,  Intl.,  MS.,  12-44;  Bdeila,  JItrop.,  i.,  paaaiiD;  Ordmanxiu  del 
Consfjo  Real,  1-206;  EeviUa  Qigalo,  Bandaa,  nos.  2-72;  Id.,  Inafnifcion, 
MS.,  i.  43-D9,  109;  iL  121-5;  Id.,  Retidfnaa,  MS.,  438-9;  Amma,  Ynar., 
MS.,  4-40,  77,  102-3;  Call^,  Mtm.  y  A'ol.,  7,  43-100,  132,  105-83;  Oontalfz 
Ddvila,  Tealm  Ed'S.,  ii.  101;  Col.  Doe.  JnM.,  xsi.  439,  402-93;  Mfdina, 
Cnin.  8.  Dkgo,  ?27-34,  246;  Viila^eAor,  Thralro,  i.  17-19,  37-50,  01-89, 
120-82;  Padmo  and  CdrjltHtu,  Col.  Doc.,  xvii.  178;  Cartag  de  tnd.,  2(16; 
Doc.  Hi-L  Mtx.,  adrie  i.  torn.  i.  38-0,  139-164,  315-76.  412-26,  457,  474-63, 
504,545;  ii.  72-4.  99,  111,  124  et  acq.;  Coffof f n/o, //i^.  Tuc. ,  404;  Papeles  de 
JtauiUu,  MS..  3tMI;  EjidQ»  dt  ilfx.,  MS.,  70  etaeq.;  America,  Discrip., 
MS.,  103-4;  Crrti^caeion  de  Ian  Mercedc,  MS..  92;  RochixU't  Span,  and 
Mex.  Lain,  405-6;  Moitili,  fhati  Novi  Orb'u,  281-3;  San  Miguel,  Begwida 
Quia,  142-60;  VUtarroel,  Enftrmedades,  68-127;  Fernando  VII.,  Documenloe, 
314-27;  Lerda  de  Tejada,  Apuiit.  Hist.,  no.  5,  388-92;  Campillo,  Nuevo  8i>- 
tema,  pasaim;  Ouerra,  Bee.  N.  Eap.,  617-18;  ilartiiiex,  Libreria,  iii.  69-122, 
373;  C'opo,  Tm  Sii/'o;  i.  138;  Ancona,  Hiat.  Ym.,  Zamaeoit,  Ilia.  Mfj.,  iv. 
6-46;  V.  200,  579,  600,  625-80;  x.  1319-25;  Pap.  Var..  v.  39-67;  cilii.  10-12; 
cliiL  14-55;  Zamla,  Rev.  Hex.,  19;  Via/jero  l/nin.,  isvi.  265-70,  283-4;  ixviL 
48;  Rivera,  Oobemanlet  de  ilex.,  i.  110,  156,  186,  225,  240-2,  263;  Rejamar, 
niseurao  Export.,  1-32;  Spaniek  Empire  in  Am.,  lOS-'H;  TorretUe,  Hitl.  Ren., 
i.  7;  MayerU  Mex.  Ail.,  i.  260- 1;  Alvarex,  Eitudioa  HitL,  iii.  194,  380-1, 
433-4;  Ogilby'e  Am.,  263-1;  Alaman,  HUt.  Mex.,  i.  25,  44-67,  113-14;  iii. 
25;  Caloo,  Annalei  Ilia.,  i.  1-10;  Zamora,  Bib.  Leg.,  iv.  214-20,  623-37; 
Moreno,  Ae;flat  Cifrtat,  passim ;  Oreeahoio'e  Or.  and  Cal.,  104-^;  Id.,  Memoir, 
34;  ZMcc.  Univ.,  viil.  735-0;  x,  442-3;  Emigrado  Ob-ierrador,  6-24;  Zuniga 
yO.,  Calend.,  37-46;  Ytmng'e  Hia.oJ  Mex.,  61;  Quia  de  FbrasUroe,  1737, 
47-78,  107-35;  Oulierrei,  Lryet  de  Re/.,  528-36;  Rlbadenrira,  Compendia, 
1-531;  DiarioMtx.,  i.,  pasaim;  ii.  105,337-9;  iii.  401-2;  iv.  10-36,389-90, 
407;  T.  4,  526-.t0;  vi.  29-31;  vii.  418;  viu.  108,  214-15,  408-00;  in.  609-70; 
X.  127,  628;  xu.  390,  644;  xiiL  27,  152.  267,  410,  700;  Oaixta  Mex.,  i.  8-127; 
ii.  236,  411;  iii.  130,  153,  410;  iv.  10-02;  v.  3-6,  270;  i.  106-17;  zii.  4;  xLv. 
160-6. 
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his  mind  was  excited  by  reports  of  distant  realms, 
where  gold  was  found  in  such  abundance  that  the 
commonest  utensils  of  the  inhabitants  were  made  of 
that  metal.  What  may  have  been  vague  rumors  of 
the  civilized  kingdoms  of  Mexico  and  Peru  was  con- 
strued by  the  heated  imagination  of  the  great  admiral 
to  mean  no  other  than  the  gorgeous  cities  of  the 
Genghis  Kahn.  Along  the  coast  of  Honduras  the 
natives  wore  ornaments  which  they  called  guanin,  an 
inferior  quality  of  gold.  No  pure  gold  was  found 
until  the  discoverers  had  arrived  at  a  bay  of  Costa 
Rica,  called  by  the  natives  Caribaro,  a  place  well 
known  to  the  inhabitants  of  Honduras  as  rich  in 
gold.*  Here  pure  gold  was  worn  by  the  natives  in 
plates  suspended  from  the  neck  by  cotton  cords. 
They  also  exhibited  rude  imitations  of  eagles  and 
other  objects  in  guanin.  Perceiving  with  what  cu- 
pidity the  strangers  regarded  their  golden  ornaments, 
the  Indians  of  Uaribaro  informed  the  Spaniards  that 
two  days'  journey  easterly  along  the  coast  would 
bring  them  to  a  province  called  Veragua,  where  that 
metal  was  found  in  abundance,  and  where  all  their 
ornaments  were  fabricated.  This  Indian  province  of 
Veragua  was  situated  on  what  is  now  known  as  the 
river  Veragua  running  through  the  north-western 
corner  of  what  was  later  the  state  of  Panamd.  The 
earnest  desire  of  the  admiral  to  find  a  passage  to  India 
prevented  his  landing  at  that  point  on  his  downward 
passage;  but  failing  to  find  a  strait,  and  the  supply 
of  gold  growing  less  as  he  departed  from  this  point, 
he  returned  to  Veragua,  anchored  his  ships,  and  pre- 
pared to  examine  the  mines  of  that  country.  The 
adelantado,  Bartholomew  Columbus,  on  the  6th  of 
February  1503  set  out  with  sixty-eight  armed  men, 

* '  Of  the  two  Cariaians  whiche  he  brought  with  him  from  Cariai,  he  was 
enfourmed  that  the  re^ons  of  Cerabaro  and  Abnrema  were  rich  in  gold,  and 
that  the  people  of  Canai  have  al  their  gold  from  thence  for  exchange  of  other 
of  their  thingea.  They  tolde  him  also,  that  in  the  same  regions  there  are  five 
villages,  not  farre  from  the  sea  side,  whose  inhabitantes  applie  themselves 
onely  to  the  gathering  of  gold.  The  names  of  these  villages  are  these,  Clu- 
rara,  Puren,  Chituja^  Cureche,  Atamea.'  I^eter  Martyr,  dec.  iii.  cap.  4. 
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on  a  visit  to  the  miDes.'  He  ascended  the  river  a  few 
leagues  when  he  encountered  the  quibian,  or  king  of 
Veragua,  who  warily  welcomed  him,  and  provided 
him  guides  to  conduct  him  to  the  base  of  the  moun- 
tains around  and  away  from  his  own  richer  and  near 
mines,  to  those  of  a  neighboring  chieftain  with  whom 
he  was  at  war.  But  the  Spaniards  were  not  disap- 
pointed. The  soil  over  which  they  journeyed  seemed 
to  be  impregnated  for  miles  with  fine  particles  of  the 
precious  metal.  The  adelantado  and  his  companions 
were  enabled  to  wash  out  small  quantities  of  gold  from 
earth  taken  from  about  the  roots  of  great  trees.  As- 
cending a  hill  they  gazed  with  rapture  upon  the  sur- 
rounding country,  which  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach 
was  filled  with  riches  beyond  the  wildest  dreams  of 
avarice.  On  another  occasion  the  adelantado  made 
an  excursion  along  the  coast  westward,  everywhere 
meeting  with  evidence  of  gold  in  abundance.  Such 
were  the  riches  of  this  country,  that  the  admiral  de- 
termined to  plant  a  colony  at  this  point,  the  first 
colony  attempted  upon  the  firm  land  of  North  Amer- 
ica; but  the  jealousy  of  the  quibian  becoming  aroused 
by  the  manifest  intention  of  the  permanent  residence 
of  the  strangers  within  his  domioions,  they  were 
obliged  to  abandon  the  project.* 

The  returns  from  the  mines  of  the  new  dominions 
of  Spain  prior  to  the  death  of  Isabella  in  1504  were 
comparatively  insignificant,  owing  partly  to  the  rapa- 
cious spirit  of  the  adventurers,  who  preferred  traffic 
with  the  natives  to  the  drudgery  of  digging,  and 
partly  to  the  humanity  of  the  queen,  who  forbade  the 
compulsory  imposition  of  native  labor.     Soon  after 

*The  natives  of  Veisgna  believed  that  in  order  to  be  inccestful  it  wu 
necessary  to  practice  temperance  and  chastity  for  some  time  before  seeking 
for  gold;  and  Columbus,  desirous  of  inculcating  in  the  minds  of  the  Spaniards 
so  wholesome  a  superstitioii,  encoaroged  in  them  the  practice  of  abstaining 
from  women,  of  fasting  and  praying,  before  settiu);  oat  upon  a  mining  expedi- 
tion. Ptiir  Martyr,  dec.  iii.  cap,  4;  Herrera,  dec.  i.  lib.  vi.  cap.  i.;  Carta  dn 
Colon,  in  NawarT'tt,  L  206;  Las  Catat,  HitU  lad.,  lib.  ii.  cap.  25;  Fernando 
Colon.  MM.  del  AliairattU,  108,  in  Barcta,  i. 

*  Diego  dt  Fomu,  in  Navarrtle,  i.  277;  Ptdrode  Ledetma,iald.,  iii.  550. 
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as  cg{^.  Enciso  was  also  informed  that  Zenu  was  the 
burial-place  for  all  the  surrounding  tribes,  and  that 
their  sepulchres  contained  many  of  the  most  precious 
ornaments  which  had  been  buried  with  their  dead. 
The  hostilities  of  the  natives  prevented  their  pene- 
trating the  country,  but  the  reputed  wealth  of  the 
province,  the  ornamented  bones  of  the  sepulchres,  and 
the  fishing  for  gold  with  nets,  long  afterward  excited 
the  cupidity  of  the  Spaniards,  and  led  to  subsequent 
disastrous  expeditions.  And  when  the  same  astute 
bachiller  drove  the  cacique  Cemano  from  his  village  on 
the  western  shore  of  the  gulf  of  Darien,  he  found  se- 
creted in  the  houses  and  deposited  in  caverns  along 
the  banks  of  the  River  Atrato  golden  ornaments, 
bra^celets,  breastplates  and  anklets,  to  the  value  of  ten 
thousand  pesos.* 

Vasco  Nuiiez  de  Balboa  in  1511  sacked  the  vil- 
lages of  Ponca,  and  found  "certaine  poundes  weight  of 
gold,  graven  and  wrought  into  sundry  ouches."  The 
Pacific  Ocean,  as  we  well  know,  was  first  called  by 
the  Spaniards  the  South  Sea.  The  circumstances 
which  led  to  this  appellation  are  these:  In  the  year 
1512  Balboa,  then  governor  of  Antigua,  a  Spanish 
settlement  on  the  gulf  of  Darien,  with  eighty  men, 
visited  an  Indian  province  some  thirty  leagues  to  the 
westward.  The  province  was  governed  by  a  cacique 
named  Comagre,  whose  eldest  son,  called  Panciaco, 
was  remarkable  for  his  intelligence  and  lofty  bearing. 
In  order  to  appease  their  avarice,  Panciaco  presented 
the  Spaniards  with  a  lai^e  sum  of  gold,  in  the  division 
of  which  they  fell  to  quarrelling.  Panciaco,  overcome 
by  disgust,  stepped  forward,and  struck  the  scales  a  blow 
which  sent  the  glittering  gold  flying  in  every  direction. 
He  then  told  them  that  it  was  unnecessary  to  fall  out 
for  such  a  trifle,  for  if  they  would  cross  those  moun- 
tains, pointing  toward  the  south,  they  would  discover 
a  mighty  sea,  where  was  gold  in  abundance.    A  sea 
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the  thumb  and  first  finger  together,  "and  taken  from 
shell-fish  as  large  as  that,"  pointing  to  a  buckler 
which  hung  from  the  arm  of  a  Spaniard.  Vasco  Nu- 
iiez  thereupon  called  the  largest  island  Isla  Rica,  and 
to  the  archipelago  he  gave  the  name  of  the  Pearl  Isl- 
ands. Isla  Rica  later  became  known  as  the  island  of 
San  Miguel. 

From  the  town  of  Chiapes  Balboa  crossed  a  great 
river  and  entered  the  province  of  Cocura,  where  he 
obtained  gold  to  the  value  of  six  hundred  and  fifty 
pesos.  He  then  crossed  the  water  to  an  arm  of  the 
gulf  of  San  Miguel,  later  known  as  the  Rio  Savana, 
and  entered  a  province  belonging  to  a  cacique  named 
Tumaco,  who,  besides  gold  valued  at  614  pesos, 
brought  him  a  bowl  filled  with  magnificent  pearls, 
240  of  which  wore  of  extraordinary  size  and  beauty. 

Vasco  NuQez  and  his  companions  were  by  this 
time  fully  aware  of  the  immense  riches  of  that  coun- 
try in  gold,  for,  although  the  natives  placed  but  little 
value  upon  it,  merely  gathering  what  they  could 
easily  pick  up  from  the  surface  of  the  ground,  yet 
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Continuing  their  journey  toward  the  north,  they 
were  one  day  overtaken  by  a  baod  of  Indians  who 
came  from  a  province  which  lay  some  distance  out  of 
their  course,  and,  presenting  the  Spaniards  with 
thirty  large  gold  plates,  weighing  14,000  pesos,  they 
invited  them  to  visit  their  chief,  who  would  give 
them  a  much  larger  amount.  They  also  begged  Vasco 
Nuiiez  to  assist  them  ia  subjugating  a  powerful  neigli- 
bor,  whose  riches  were  very  great.  During  their 
homeward  march,  gold  had  accumulated  so  rapidly, 
that  they  were  unable  to  carry  both  their  treasure 
and  a  sufficient  quantity  of  provisions.  Although 
they  had  Indians  in  abundance  to  act  as  beasts  of 
burden,  yet  each  man  was  not  able  to  carry  more 
than  two  days'  supply  in  addition  to  his  load  of  metal. 
They  endured,  therefore,  intense  suffering. 

Descending  the  northern  declivities  of  the  moun- 
tains, they  rested  at  a  village,  the  cacique  of  which 
was  called  Pocorosa,  who  gave  them  gold  vaJued  at 
1,500  pesos,  at  the  same  time  informmg  them  of  a 
neighbor  named  Tumanamd,  whom  Vasco  Nunez  with 
seventy  men  surprised  by  night  and  took  prisoner  with 
his  eighty  wives  and  gold  to  the  value  of  9,000  pesos. 
Not  long  after  he  was  released,  when  he  collected 
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was  highly  delighted.  The  Spaniards  th 
to  Antigua,  carrying  with  them  40,000  p( 
which  on  account  of  the  immense  yield  f: 
worth  at  this  time,  A.  D.  1600,  says  He 
than  300,000.* 

It  appears  from  the  narratives  of  Vasco 
others,  that  upon  the  Isthmus  at  this  tin 
held  by  the  natives  in  about  the  same  esti 
copper,  iron,  or  any  base  metal  is  regardc 
tive  nations.  It  was  usually  found  wi 
ornaments,  such  as  breastplates,  anklets,  - 
well  as  vessels  for  domestic  purposes.  In 
the  use  of  iron  became  known  to  the  n 
valued  that  metal  above  anything  on 
thought  themselves  extremely  fortunate  iJ 
obtain  a  hatchet,  a  knife,  or  even  a  piece  < 
iron,  for  an  equal  weight  of  gold. 

Mining  for  gold  on  the  continent  of  A 
first  attempted  by  Europeans  in  the 
Three  leagues  from  the  settlement  of  S 
de  la  Antigua  del  Darien  was  found  a  spo 
hill-sides,  plains,  and  river-banks  were  so 
pregnated  as  to  attract  the  attention  of  th 
It  was  their  custom  to  first  elect  a  mini 
tendent,  or  surveyor,  under  whose  directii 
ground  were  measured  off"  twelve  paces 
location  of  which  was  at  the  option  of  th 
only  avoiding  preoccupied  ground.  Im 
were  then  set  to  work,  and  if  the  spot  ch( 
barren,  it  might  be  abandoned  and  anoth 

About  this  time  were  started  among  tl 
of  Darien  stories  of  the  golden  temple  c 
inland  from  them  a  little  south  of  west  six 
leagues.     The  colonists  sought  to  find  the 

*  'Acordt^  de  partine  para  el  Darien,  con  mas  de  quarenta 
qae  vnlian  entonces  mas  que  aorn  trocientos  mi],  to  qua!  [ 
iiifinidad  qae  dello  ha  dado  el  Pinl.'  Ilerrtra,  dec  i.  lib.  x.  i 
Peter  Martyr,  dec  iii,  c»p.  3;  Oviedo,  lib,  xiii.  cap.  5 
Ind.,  80. 
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all  these  seas  and  about  all  these  islands  are  full  of 
pearls,  of  which  you  shall  have  as  many  as  you  will, 
so  that  you  continue  your  friendship  to  me."  He 
brought  a  basket  of  pearls  of  one  hundred  marks 
weight,  and  agreed  to  pay  annually  to  the  king  of 
Spain  one  hundred  pounds  of  pearls,  as  though  it  was 
a  very  light  matter. 

In  1516  the  licentiate  Ga-spar  de  Espinosa  trav- 
ersed the  Isthmus,  and  recaptured  the  greater  part 
of  the  gold  which  had  been  ^ken  from  Badajoz;  but 
the  natives  fled  to  the  mountains  at  his  approach,  and 
although  he  found  the  country  at  large  well  drained 
by  former  raids,  the  large  amount  which  he  recov- 
ered was  sufficient  to  enrich  every  man  of  his  com- 
pany. 

In  1522  Gil  Gonzales  and  Andres  Nino  discovered 
the  north-western  coast  from  Panamd  to  the  bay  of 
Fonseca,  taking  possession  of  the  province  of  Nicara- 
gua, During  the  seventeen  months  of  their  absence 
they  journeyed  640  leagues,  and  with  100  men  went 
inland  244  leagues,  begging  bread  and  gold.  Of  the 
latter  they  obtained  the  value  of  112,500  pesos,  a 
jK>rtion  of  which  was  of  inferior  quality,  and  worth 
twelve  or  thirteen  dollars  an  ounce.  They  also  ob- 
tained pearls  to  the  value  of  145  pesos.  This  inferior 
gold  they  found  wrought  into  hatchets  and  other  use- 
ful implements,  and  bolls  the  purity  and  value  of 
which  were  tested  by  the  sound,  as  the  purer  the  gold 
the  more  dull  and  flat  would  be  the  sound.  Of  the 
112,500  pesos  thus  obtained,  40,000  were  found  be- 
tween the  bay  of  David  and  the  bay  of  San  Vicente; 
14,000,  thirteen  carats  fine,  were  donated  by  the  ca- 
cique Nicoya  in  return  for  the  baptism  of  6,000  of  his 
subjects.  The  cacique  Nicaragua  cheerfuUy  gave  the 
Spaniards  25,000  pesos. 

Hernando  de  Soto,  one  of  the  captains  of  FranciRco 
Hernandez  de  C6rdoba,  who  was  sent  to  Nicar^ua 
by  Pedrarias  after  the  return  of  Gil  Gnnzalea,  col- 
lected an  inferior  quality  of  gold  to  the  value  of 
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Francisco  de  Montejo,  governor  of  Yucatan,  about 
the  year  1535  petitioned  the  crown  to  add  to  his  gov- 
ernment the  province  of  Honduras,  stating  as  a  reason 
for  so  doing,  that  in  Honduras  were  rich  mines  of 
gold,  while  in  Yucatan  there  were  none,  and  without 
that  attraction  the  land  of  Yucatan  never  would  be 
pacified. 

Felipe  Gutierrez,  governor  of  Veragua  in  1537,  was 
guided  by  a  native  to  some  rich  gold  mines  situated 
within  three  or  four  leagues  of  the  sea-shore  be- 
tween the  rivers  Veragua  and  Concopcion ;  but  being 
pressed  by  disease  and  famine,  he,  as  all  others  before 
him  had  done,  was  obliged  to  withdraw  from  that 
country.  In  1540,  five  or  six  men,  formerly  occupied 
in  the  mines  of  Honduras,  crossed  over  to  Espanola, 
and  reported  that  land  rich  in  minerals,  with  an 
abundance  of  game,  fruit,  grain,  and  honey.* 

Diego  Gutierrez  in  1540  was  appointed  by  the 
emperor  govenor  of  Nueva  Cartago,  or  Costa  Kica, 
and  five  years  later  ascended  for  a  few  leagues  the 
river  Surre,  which  is  supposed  to  be  the  same  that  is 
now  called  Revonrayon  which  flows  into  the  Carib- 
bean Sea  in  latitude  about  10°  20'.  Taking  posses- 
sion of  a  deserted  Indian  village  within  the  province 
which  gave  name  to  the  river,  the  caciques  occupy- 
ing adjacent  provinces  brought  in  an  inferior  or 
alloyed  gold  to  the  value  of  700  ducats.  On  being 
questioned  whence  it  was  obtained,  they  replied  that 
it  came  from  certain  rivers  flowing  down  the  sides  of 
steep  mountains  in  countries  very  distant.  On  the 
southern  slope  of  the  mountains  Gutierrez  found  the 
gold  more  plentiful  and  the  quality  finer.  It  was 
fabricated  into  necklaces  and  bracelets.     The  natives 

aid  'i  dar  Arden  cAmo  no  se  ocabassen  de  perder  los  capaflolca  qae  alii  osta- 
bon,  dcspobliindoBe  una  provincia  tan  rica  de  miims  dc  ora  6  otros  metalcs.' 
Ovifilo,  IIM.  Urn.,  lib.  xxxi..  cap.  7. 

*  'Laa  minas  do  Honduras  boq  cq  la  villa  que  Uaman  Comayagua,  lidcia  cl 
valle  de  Vlancho,  trcjata  y  cinuo  Icguas  dcata  inar  del  Norte,  y  esiiecialmen-jj 
digo  laa  iniuas  de  plata;  6  de  un  quintal  do  la  vena  ae  sacan  soya  inareos  do 
plata  6  dua  pcssoa  de  oro,  y  esto  so  lut  visto  ser  msi  por  el  eusa^yo.'  Oniedo, 
Jiinl.  Gen.,  lib.  xzxi,  cap.  II. 
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The  old  Milanese  traveller  and  historian,  Girolamo 
Benzoni,  affirms  that  when  in  Nicaragua,  about  the 
year  154G,  there  were  no  mines  of  any  description,  al- 
though the  natives  had  in  their  possesstOD  an  abun- 
dance of  gold,  much  alloyed,  however,  which  had 
been  brought  from  other  provinces." 

The  shore  of  Venezuela  was  called  by  the  early 
Spanish  settlers  the  Pearl  Coast,  from  the  immense 
yield  of  that  gem  in  those  parts.  The  licentiate,  Don 
Pedro  Ordonez  de  Zevallos,  who  visited  that  country 
in  1660,  asserts  that  he  saw  at  the  fishery  huge  piles 
of  pearls  which  could  be  measured  by  the  bushel. 
On  the  coast  of  UraM  he  discovered  a  temple  which 
contained  large  idols  of  solid  gold  adorned  with 
crowns,  sun  or  wheel-like,  the  smallest  of  which  had 
rays  or  spokes  of  pure  gold  weighing  twenty-eight 
pounds. 

In  Peru  we  shall  find  equally  great  gold-gathering 
stories;  and  there  is  no  cfoubt  that  the  yield  from 
this  quarter  assisted  greatly  in  revolutionizing  the 
commerce  and  finances  of  the  world. 

During  his  first  voyage  along  the  coast  of  Peru, 
Pizarro  found  gold  in  large  quantities  only  at  Tum- 
bez,  a  town  situated  at  the  entrance  to  the  gulf  of 
Guaj'aquil,  although  it  was  discovered  to  be  in  the 
hands  of  all  the  natives  to  a  greater  or  less  extent. 
Having  with  him  but  a  few  men,  he  gave  orders  that 
gold  should  be  treated  with  indifference,  so  that  the 
apprehensions  of  the  natives  might  not  be  excited, 
and  that  the  subsequent  harvest  might  be  the  richer." 

The  Indian  province  of  Coaque  lying  directly  under 
the  equinoctial  line  originally  abounded  in  emeralds, 

abrir  eata  Volcan  de  Masaya,  y  sacar  el  metal.' 

"  *Xon  honno  mtDeredi  metallo  di  forte  alcusa,  JtbenectiecoandogliSpag* 
nuoli  vi  andiiroDo,  haaeiiano  TOft  graii  quantity  d'oro  di  boasa  legs,  ccmclutto 
d'alire  prouintic'  Beuami,  Hitt,  Mojulo  Nuovo,  lib.  u.  102. 

"  'Kt  voU'ndoli  dare  il  Goucmatore  tUquaiito  gioie  d'oro  non  le  volse  accet- 
tare,  dissiiiiulaDdo.  cho  noa  andaua  ccrcando  tol  cosa,  e  tomato  alle  naoe  s 
dato  Dotitiu  del  tutto.'  Jleii^xiiii,  Jlial.  Mondo  A'uovo,  lib.  ui.  fol.  IIO. 


y  Dean  Jnan  Aluarez,  para 
Oomnra.  Hint.  Intl.,  2U2. 
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and  kept  it  by  finally  killing  his  captive.  Atahualpa 
was  garrotcd  in  prison,  by  order  of  Pizarro,  just  be- 
fore the  glittering  pile  had  reached  the  stipulated 
mark.  The  rapidity  with  which  this  vast  treasure 
came  in  showed  the  wealth  of  the  empire.  The 
gold  and  silver  of  the  Peruvians  was  lodged  for  the 
most  part  in  the  temples  of  the  sun,  and  the  palaces 
of  the  inca.  The  chief  places  of  deposit  were  Quito 
and  Cuzco,  five  hundred  leagues  apart,  and  the  metal 
was  transported  from  every  quarter  of  the  realm  on 
the  backs  of  native  porters.  Sometimes  treasure  to 
the  value  of  40,000  or  60,000  castellanos  would  arrive 
in  a  single  day." 

The  articles  gathered  consisted  of  plates  and  other 
decorations  for  the  temples  and  royal  edifices,  domestic 
ornaments  and  utensils,  vases,  salvers,  and  goblets, 
besides  curiously  wrought  representations  of  animals 
and  plants.  The  golden  ear  of  maize  encased  in  silver 
husk  and  tassel;  singing  birds  with  gold  and  silver 
plumage;  golden  fountains  with  golden  fishes  swim- 
ming in  their  waters  were  among  the  articles  which 
composed  this  motley  mass.  All  this  except  such  of 
the  finest  specimens  as  were  set  aside  for  a  royal  pres- 
ent, was  melted  down  into  ingots  of  a  uniform  size 
and  standard. 

Three  Spaniards  who  were  sent  to  Cuzco  to  super- 
intend the  collecting,  stripped  from  the  sacrad  edifices 
700  plates,  each  about  fifteen  inches  in  length  by  ten 
inches  in  width.  One  of  the  temples  was  adorned  by 
a  cornice  of  solid  gold,  which  however  was  so  firmly 

"'Atabaliba  q  ee  temis  cayo  enello,  y  diio  a,  Pifarro  que  no  t«Dian  razo 
de  andar  dcscoatentoB  nj  de  acuiuLrle,  Pues  el  Qnito,  I'achacama  y  Cuzco,  do 
diinde,  piinoipalmiSta  Be  &uia  de  traer  el  oro  de  ga  reseatc,  estauau  teios.' 
Oomara,  lliitt.  Iiul.,  liii.  'Zarate.  libro  seguiido  capitalo  sicte.  sacada  li  la 
letra  dice.  A  bu  inageatad  te  perteaeci^  de  bu  real  quiato,  treinta  mil  marcos 
de  plata  blonca,  fuiu  y  cendrada;  j  del  oro  cupo  fi  au  mageHtad  de  quiato, 
ciento  y  vciote  cueutoa  de  inarcox,  Gomara,  capitulo  cicuto  y  diez  y  ocho  dice; 
Franceaeo  Pizarro  hipo  peaar  el  Oro,  y  la  plata  despues  de  quBl.itado.'  Car- 
cilaeio  lie  la  Vfga  Com,  Jltales,  parte  ii.  lib.  i.  cap,  28.  '  Les  trCsora  que  Ton 
arait  livrda  pour  aa  ntn^a  furtag^B  entre  lea  lupa^nolB;  iU  fonnaicnt  una 
BDmnio  d'un  million  vingt-cinq  miile  cinq  cent  caatilluns  d'or,  et  cinquante- 
deux  mills  marcs  d'argont.'  Jtalboa,  Jiist.  da  Piroa,  Ttmaax-C'  mpaii»,  3:27. 
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unbounded  wealth  according  to  report  awaited  tlio 
conqueror.  No  less  than  three  adventurous  captains, 
Pedro  de  Alvarado,  the  famous  hero  of  Mexico,  now 
governor  of  Guatemala,  Diego  de  Alraagro,  and  Se- 
bastian Benalcdzar  who  had  been  left  in  command  of 
the  fortress  of  San  Miguel,  met  in  that  city  about  the 
middle  of  1534.  About  seven  hundred  Spaniards 
besides  larger  bodies  of  Indians  were  thus  congregated 
in  and  about  Quito,  ready  to  vindicate  their  right  to 
the  supposed  riches  of  the  city  by  force  of  arms.  It 
was  soon  discovered,  however,  that  the  fancied  gold 
and  silver  stores  of  Quito  were  an  illusion.  Either  no 
treasure  to  speak  of  had  ever  existed,  or  it  had  been 
bidden  by  the  natives.  Thus  the  object  of  their  con- 
tention being  removed,  the  Spaniards  became  brothers. 
The  chivalrous  Alvarado  even  visited  Pizarro  at  Pa- 
chacaraac,  where  the  two  bold  and  successful  adven- 
turers embraced  and  held  high  revel  for  several  days. 
"  From  one  single  hill  in  Peru,"  saj'S  Garcilaso  de 
la  Vega,  "  200,000,000  pesos  were  taken  as  appears 
by  the  register,  and  one  hundred  more  unregistered. 
One  single  fleet  brought  in  my  time  25,000,000  in 
gold  and  silver."  Soon  after  the  execution  of  his  old 
associate,  which  took  place  in  July  1538,  Francisco 
Pizarro  partitioned  among  his  own  followers  the  lands 
which  had  been  granted  by  the  crown  to  Diego  de 
Almagro.  In  this  partition,  greatly  to  the  discon- 
tent of  other  meritorious  cavaliers,  the  rich  silver  hills 
of  Potosi  full  to  Hernando  and  Gonzalo  Pizarro. 
These  mines  were  situated  in  the  province  of  Charcas, 
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gold-seekers,  and  the  Peruvian  mines  for  a  time  over- 
shadowed those  of  Mexico,  and  all  others  of  the 
world.  This  being  almost  the  only  industry  of  the 
times,  the  conquerors  used  to  drive  the  natives  at 
the  point  of  the  sword  upon  the  rich  silver-hills, 
so  to  secure  an  abundant  return.  "All  the  Indians 
between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  fifty  were  enrolled 
in  seven  lists,  the  individuals  on  each  list  being 
obliged  to  work  for  six  months  in  the  mines,  so  that 
this  forced  labor  came  on  the  unfortunate  Indians  at 
intervals  of  three  and  a  half  years ;  four  out  of  every 
five  were  supposed  to  perish  annually  in  these  deadly 
labors." 

• 

Having  thus  briefly  reviewed  the  first  gold-gather- 
ings  of  Central  and  South  America,  let  us  turn  to 
Mexico. 

It  is  unnecessary  again  to  recite  the  efforts  of  Mon- 
tezuma to  procure  his  ransom,  details  of  which  I  have 
fully  given  in  the  first  volume  of  my  History  of  Mex- 
ico. Among  the  earliest  gold-seeking  expeditions  in 
this  quarter,  after  the  fall  of  the  empire,  was  one 
under  Gonzalo  de  Umbrfa,  to  Zacatula,  and  another 
under  Pizarro  toward  Tochtepec  and  Malinaltepec. 
Both  returned  with  gold  washed  from  the  sands  of  the 
rivers.^ 

The  early  expeditions  to  extend  conquest  gave 
opportunity  to  make  further  researches,  and  within  a 
few  years  a  number  of  Spaniards  were  busily  engaged 
in  the  examination  of  what  were  afterward  the  sev- 
eral mining  districts.  Among  the  first  regions  thus 
examined  were  those  of  Guazpaltepec  and  Xaltepec, 
which  the  Spaniards  reached  on  the  expedition  to 
Tochtepec  under  Gonzalo  de  Sandoval.  Several  years 
later  they  extended  their  labors  to  Michoacan,  at- 
tracted by  the  fabulous  yield  of  the  Morcillo  mine, 
which  for  a  short  time  was  worked  with  great  success, 

^*For  details  of  these  expeditions  see  Hist,  i/ex.,  i.  320-2,  this  series. 
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rich  lodes  of  San  Luis  Potosl,  and  of  Zacatecas,  in 
1548.^ 

From  the  first,  the  development  of  mines  had  met 
with  the  favor  of  the  crown ;  and  franchises  and  priv- 
ileges contributed  to  swell  the  number  of  adventur- 
ers, who  strove  to  acquire  immediate  wealth.  The 
great  conqueror,  Cortds  himself,  had  set  the  example, 
by  separating  for  his  own  share  valuable  tracts  of 
metalliferous  land,  and  many  were  eager  to  secure  a 
similar  chance  of  prosperity.  Contrary  to  the  usual 
policy,  the  government  generously  refrained  from 
appropriating  to  itself  the  exploitation.^  Nominally 
the  mines  belonged  to  the  crown,  but  since  1526  they 
were  practically  made  common  property,  in  so  far  as 
with  certain  formalities  all  free  inhabitants,  indis- 
criminately, whether  Spaniards  or  natives,  were  en- 
titled to  work  them.^  Only  certain  oflficials  were  ex- 
cluded to  prevent  abuses,  and  friars  and  priests  were 
not  allowed  to  be  interested  in  mining  schemes.  In 
later  years,  rewards  were  fixed  for  the  discovery  of 
new  mines,  and  orders  issued  to  the  viceroys  to  foster 
exploitations  in  every  possible  way.^  Mining  imple- 
ments, supplies,  and  slaves  of  the  proprietors  of  mmes 
could  not  be  attached  unless  for  debts  to  the  crown, 
and  executions  could  be  levied  only  against  the  prod- 

**The  latter  date  is  fi^ven  in  BeautnonttCrdn,  Mich,,  iv.  680,  682;  v.  98; 
BergheSj  Descrip.  ZaccUecas,  3;  Humboldt,  Esaai  Pol,,  ii.  499,  534.  Alaman, 
however,  followed  bv  Prescott,  Mex.,  ill.  332,  asserts  that  documents  in  the 
archives  of  the  family  of  Cortes  prove  that  the  latter  worked  mines  in  Zaca- 
tecas during  his  lifetime,  and  consequently  before  1548.  Espoaicion,  25,  61. 
The  site  of  Zacatecas  had  not  been  discovered  till  1546.  See  HMt,  Mex.,  ii. 
7(3l,  this  series.  In  his  Iltsi.  MH.,  i.  100,  Alaman  intimates  that  the  mines  of 
Zacatecas  were  not  worked  until  1550.  Cavo,  Trea  Siglos,  i.  105,  followed  by 
Zamacois,  Hist,  M^.,  iv.  560,  gives  the  date  as  1531. 

^In  the  early  time,  however,  it  seems  that  the  government  began  the  ex- 
ploitation of  certain  mines,  for  a  law  of  1573,  later  reiterated,  authorizes  the 
viceroys  to  alienate  crown  mines,  except  those  of  sulphur,  if  such  an  opera- 
tion be  of  benefit  to  the  royal  treasury.  Becop.  de  Ltd.,  ii.  493-4. 

**  The  law,  dated  November  9,  1526,  is  given  in  full  in  Puga,  Cedulario^ 
12,  21.  It  was  repeated  and  reformed  in  1551,  1563,  1568,  and  1575.  Recop, 
lad.,  ii.  68,  71;  Montemayor,  Svmarios,  203. 

^'Robertson,  Hist.  Am,,  ii.  391-2,  censures  the  policy  of  Spain  in  favoring 
the  (development  of  mines,  as  against  agriculture  and  industries.  But  it  was 
too  mucli  to  expect  of  royalty  in  those  days,  that  it  should  study  the  perma- 
nent interest  of  the  colony  instead  of  its  own  immediate  desires. 
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The  quicksilver  necessary  for  the  amalgamation  was 
sent  from  Spain  by  the  regular  fleets  and  under  con- 
trol of  the  government,  which  reserved  for  itself  the 
monopoly,  partly  on  account  of  the  revenue  derived 
from  it,  partly  because  of  the  supervision  thus  obtained 
over  the  yield  of  metal;  for  miners  had  to  make  re- 
turns in  proportion  to  the  quantity  of  quicksilver  dis- 
tributed. It  was  given  out  only  at  the  capital,**  by 
royal  officials,  who  with  the  superior  connivance  of  the 
viceroy  formed  a  body  called  the  tribunal  de  azogries.^^ 
Whenever  the  quicksilver  mines  of  Almaden  in  Spain 
failed  to  yield  the  required  quantity,  which  in  New 
Spain  alone  amounted  to  fifteen  or  sixteen  thousand 

Suintals,^  the  deficit  was  supplied  from  Austria  at  a 
earer  rate,  rarely  from  Peru.^  The  commodity  was 
supposed  to  be  sold  at  actual  cost,  in  order  to  en- 
courage mining,*^  the  price  ranging  from  one  hundred 
and  eighty-seven  pesos  a  quintal  in  1590  to  forty-one 
pesos  for  Spanish  and  sixty-three  pesos  for  German 
quicksilver  in  1777.*^    Occasionally  also  special  reduc- 

'•  Vera  Cruz  was  for  a  short  time  made  the  place  of  distribution. 

'^Consisting  of  an  administrador,  a  contador,  a  fiscal,  a  notary,  and  three 
subaltern  officials.  ViUa-Sefior^  ThecUro,  i.  38,  39.  See  also  FoTuteca  and 
Ui-rulia^  Real  Hoc.,  i.  297-387;  OalvfZy  If\forme,  74-77.  For  other  laws  rela- 
tive to  this  department  see  Recop,  de  Ind.^  ii.  569  et  seq.;  Providenciaa  ttobre 
AzogueSf  MS.,  1-44,  passim;  Monttmayor^  Svmarios.,  205-7.  A  royal  c^dula 
of  1709  made  the  office  of  the  administrador  independent  of  the  viceroy.  Reales 
C^dulas,  MS.,  i.  32.  The  revenue  of  the  tribunal  is  considered  in  the  chapter 
on  finance. 

'®  Villa-Seflor,  Theatro,  i.  38-9,  speaks  only  of  about  5,000  quintals  for 
the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century,  but  he  is  evidently  mistaken.  In  some 
years  it  was  only  about  10,000  quintals.  The  total  yearly  consumption  of  the 
Spanish  colonies  in  America  amounted  to  25,000  qumtals,  while  the  total  pro- 
duction of  the  European  quicksilver  mines  averaged  36,000  quintals.  Jium- 
bold/,  Esmi  Pol.,  ii.  572-5. 

**  Only  in  urgent  cases  the  second  Count  Revilla  Gigedo  made  importations 
from  China,  and  suggested  to  his  successor  the  convenience  of  promoting  this 
trade.  Instruc.,  25(^-1.  Although  Humboldt,  Esaai  PoL,  ii.  575,  asserts  that 
the  project  was  dropped,  the  later  viceroy  Azanza  resumed  it.  During  a  pre- 
vailing scarcity  he  made  contracts  with  private  persons  and  took  steps  to  bring 
the  commodity  from  China,  Habana,  Jamaica,  and  Peru.  Azanza,  Instimc.^ 
MS.,  122-6.  See  also  Ouijo,  Diario,  in  Doc.  Hiat.  Mex.,  s6rie  i.,  torn.  L  244, 
427;  RobleSf  Diario,  i.  1  et  seq. 

*^R€Cop.  de  Ind.j  ii.  308-9;  Monlemayory  Svmarios,  205-7.  Miners  were 
entitled  to  six  months'  credit,  Belena,  Recop.,  L  pt.  iii.  107,  but  could  not  ob- 
tain a  second  supply  until  the  first  had  been  paid  for. 

"In  1750  the  price  was  fixed  at  $82,  in  1767  at  $62.  Humboldt,  Esmi  Pol, 
iL  573-4.    Montemayor,  Stmiarios,  206,  says  that  as  early  as  1617  the  price 
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tions  were  made  to  foster  the  development  of  certain 
mines.  This  liberality  of  the  crown  was  somewhat 
counteracted  by  limiting  the  distribution  in  Mexico, 
and  also  by  thi  tribunS  officials  in  granting  prefer: 
ences  and  more  substantial  favors  to  those  who  paid 
for  them. 

The  government  monopoly  extended  over  the  quick- 
silver mines  of  New  Spain.  In  1609  a  law  was  issued, 
promising  rewards  to  discoverers  of  such  deposits,  but 
when  found  they  were  not  allowed  to  be  worked*^  lest 
they  should  aflTect  the  interests  of  the  crown.  This 
fostered  a  belief  that  no  cinnabar  existed  in  New 
Spain,  while  in  reality  it  was  most  abundant,  especially 
between  latitudes  Id""  and  22°.**  In  the  beginning  of 
the  eighteenth  century  fresh  discoveries  in  Zacatecas 
and  near  Cuernavaca**  roused  such  clamor  against  the 
existing  restrictions  that  finally  a  commission  was  sent 
from  Spain  in  1778  to  investigate  the  prospects  for 
working  the  vein.  The  result  proved  a  failure.  After 
expending  about  160,000  pesos  it  was  declared  to  be 
unprofitable  to  the  crown;  yet  certain  private  persons 
duly  authorized  continued  to  work  mines  with  vary- 
ing success.** 

It  is  not  my  purpose  in  the  present  chapter  to 
enter  fully  into  the  geological  features  of  New  Spain, 
but  merely  to  present  a  orief  outline  for  the  better 
understanding  of  the  subject.     It  is  astonishing  how 

was  reduced  to  60  ducats  a  quintal.  In  the  Recop.  de  Ind.,  li.  577,  the  same 
fact  is  recorded  for  1679.  See  also  HevUla  Gigedo,  InatruCy  248-9;  Belena, 
Becop.,  i.  pt.  iii.  107;  Fahri,  Segunda  Demoatrachn^  MS.,  1  et  seq. 

**  The  tirst  discovery  in  Michoacan  occurred  under  the  rule  of  viceroy  Sal- 
vatierra,  who  cranted  the  right  of  their  exploitation  for  the  term  of  10  years 
to  Alcalde  Luis  de  Berrio.  When  assayea  the  ores  yielded  10  ounces  per 
quintal.  (?ttyo,  DiariOy  34-5,  499. 

^  And  in  the  intendencias  of  Guanajuato  and  Mexico,  at  San  Juan  de  la 
Chica,  San  Felipe,  Rincon  del  Centeno,  Durasno,  Nuestra  Sefiora  de  los 
Dolores.  Humboldt^  Essai  Pol.,  ii.  583-5. 

**  The  exploitation  was  suspended  by  c^ulas  of  July  6,  1718,  and  Nov. 
24,  1730.  Reales  C^ulas,  MS.,  i.  35-9;  Fonwca  and  UmUia,  Hist,  Real  Uok- 
cieiulay  i.  .324-5. 

^In  the  beginning  of  this  century,  during  the  war  between  Spain  and 
France,  a  temporary  activity  set  in. 
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near  the  surface,  but  generally  this  is  not  the  case,  a 
circumstance  which  in  colonial  times,  with  the  pre- 
vailing backwardness  of  drainage  and  other  operations, 
impeded  the  search  for  deeper-lying  zones  in  the  veins. 
There  are  essentially  two  forms  under  which  argen- 
tiferous ores  occur.  Near  the  surface,  where  exposed 
to  external  influence,  the  metallic  substances  are  gen- 
erally in  the  form  of  oxides,  or  combined  with  iron, 
chlorine,  or  bromine,  and  receive  from  their  reddish 
color  the  name  colorados.  Those  at  greater  depth 
h£^ve  usually  retained  the  condition  of  all  primitive 
sulphuric  bases,  and  are  found  in  connection  with 
pyrites,  galena,  or  blende.  The  latter  two  predomi- 
nate, and  a  dark  color  results  which  has  given  rise 
to  their  designation  of  black  ores,  or  negros.  They 
give  the  greatest  part  of  all  the  silver  produced  in  the 
country.  The  average  richness  of  the  ores  has  been 
frequently  overrated,  and  the  occurrence  of  enormous 
blocks  of  native  silver  considered  as  frequent,**  while 
in  reality  they  are  very  rare,  and  never  larger  than 
those  found  in  European  mines.  The  average  yield 
is  from  three  to  four  ounces  of  silver  to  the  quintal 
of  ore,  and  the  enormous  returns  of  New  Spain  are 
due  rather  to  the  great  abundance  of  the  ore.*^  Gold 
is  obtained  chiefly  from  places  in  Sonora  and  the 
northern  regions.  In  Oajaca  it  also  occurs  in  rocks, 
but  the  exploitation  has  not  proved  very  profitable. 
Elsewhere  it  is  rarely  found  except  in  connection  with 
argentiferous  ores,  in  some  instances  in  the  proportion 
of  about  two  ounces  to  the  quintal. 

Although  mining  was  chiefly  confined  to  silver, 
gold,  and  cinnabar  ores,  the  country  by  no  means 
lacked  other  metals.     Iron  existed  at  Colima,  in  Oa- 

*^Ochy  Reise,  in  Mtirr^s  NachrichUn^  236-7,  makes  the  assertion  that  in 
Mexico  the  ore  nearly  always  gives  one  half  or  one  third  of  its  weight  in  pure 
silver,  and  that  near  his  mission  in  Arizona  blocks  of  native  silver,  from  200 
to  900  lbs.  in  weight,  were  found  on  the  surface  after  lying  neglected  for 
centuries. 

*'  Humboldt,  Ei<8ai  Pol.,  ii.  514-15,  gives  some  interesting  comparisons 
with  European  ores. 
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beds  proved  to  be  fictitious.  A  number  of  simple 
stones,  considered  as  precious  by  the  Aztecs,  enjoyed 
the  same  estimation  atoong  the  conquerors  until  the 
fallacy  became  known,  and  since  then  nothing  more 
has  been  heard  of  the  supposed  emeralds,  rubies,  and 
sapphires. 

The  mining  region  of  New  Spain  covered  in  1800 
about  12,225  square  leagues,  including  the  northewf 
provinces,  and  was  divided  into  thirty-seven  depart- 
ments or  diputaciones  de  mineria,  with  about  five 
hundred  subdivisions  or  reales  de  minas,  comprising 
approximately  three  thousand  mines." 

Taking  as  a  guide  the  product  of  the  different 
mines,  those  of  Guanajuato,  Catorce,  in  San  Luis  Po- 
tosl,  and  Zacatecas,  rank  as  the  most  prominent,"  all 
of  them  situated  between  latitude  21°  and  24°.  The 
first  had  been  discovered  in  the  middle  of  the  six- 
teenth century  by  muleteers  trafficking  between  Zaca- 
tecas and  Mexico,  and  the  principal  vein  was  struck 
in  the  shafts  of  Mellado  and  Rayas  in  1558.**  The 
latter  mine  and  the  Valenciana  take  the  lead  in  the 
district  of  Guanajato,  where  the  yield,  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  century,  formed  about  one  seventh  of  the 
total  for  all  America.  OflScial  returns  place  the  ag- 
gregate product  from  1701  till  1809  at  37,290,617 
marks  ofsilver,  and  88,184  marks  of  gold,  estimated  at 

"Thia  IB  from  official  Bourcea.  Ward,  Mfx.,  ii.  63,  eatimatea  the  number 
of  mines  at  from  three  to  five  tbotuaad.  Humboldt,  E*tai  Pol.,  U.  4S7-&2, 
givca  the  nuuea  of  the  dipatacionea  and  realea,  claseified  according  to  the  in- 
tcDdeacUa.  A  liat  of  all  the  minea  of  New  Spain  and  the  minerala  they  pro- 
duced, together  with  a  mineralogical  deBcription,  u  also  given  in  Karilm, 
Tiiblat  Minerrdogicai,  1  et  acq.,  a  Spaoiih  transUtion  by  the  learned  miner- 
•logiat  Antonio  del  Rio,  with  notes  by  Humboldt.  Another  tiat  of  realea  de 
minaa  arranged  according  to  bishoprics  ia  given  in  Paaa,  Virrya,  MS.,  112: 
Ota.  Mfx.,172S,95-a. 

"  Next  in  order  follow  thoae  of  Ueal  del  Monte  In  Mexico,  BolaQoa  in 
Guadalajara,  El  Roaario  in  Sonora,  Sombrerete  in  ^tcatecas,  Taxco  in  Mexico, 
Batopilos  in  Durango,  Zimapan  in  Mexico,  Freanillo  in  Zacatecaa,  RamoB  ID 
San  Luis  Fotosi,  and  last,  farral  in  Durango.  Numboldl,  Entai  Pol.,  iL  408. 

*' Jacob,  llitl.  E«quiTy,ix.  123,  places  erroneously  the  Opening  of  the  Guana- 
juato minea  in  16;i0.  For  a  geological  description  of  the  diatncts,  see  Nvn- 
hiilJl,  Efai  Pol.,  ii.  G20-0,  where  also  are  given  comparisons  with  mine*  of 
Kurope.  Burhart,  Eeiten,  i.  320  et  aeq. 
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since  its  discovery  in  the  middle  of  the  sixteenth  cen- 
tury, had  always  offered  a  vast  field  to  enterprising 
persons.*  That  it  was  not  unfounded  becomes  evi- 
dent from  the  estimated  production  for  one  hundred 
and  eighty  years,  till  1732,  which  is  placed  at  $882,- 
232,880.  After  this  period  the  yield  increased,  and  in 
1 808  Zacatecas  famished  nearly  as  much  silver  as  Gua- 
najuato." The  principal  vein,  theVeta  Grande,  gave 
in  eighteen  vears,  from  1790  till  1808,  1,293,463  marks 
of  silver,  valued  at  $11,317,792."  The  exploitation  of 
mines  in  the  district  of  Sombrerete  was  for  a  time 
equally  successful,  the  celebrated  Veta  Negra  there 
having  produced  within  six  months  more  than  700,000 
marks  of  silver,  and  about  four  million  pesos  of  net 
profits.  To  this  period  probably  belongs  the  story 
that  a  rich  miner  of  Zacatecajs  on  the  occasion  of  his 
daughter's  wedding  had  the  streets  paved  with  bricks 
of  Sliver,  from  his  house  to  the  church," 

In  the  northern  provinces  of  Durango,  Sonora, 
Sinaloa,  and  Chihuahua,  though  most  of  them  were 
supposed  to  be  equal  if  not  superior  in  mineral  wealth 
to  the  other  districts,  mining  was  conducted  on  a 
smaller  scale."    The  reasons  must  be  attributed  to 

worth  C3a,543,T2a  Dnciiig  the  preceding  period,  from  1646  to  1752,  the  an- 
naal  yield  ha*  been  estimated  t,t  from  three  end  a  half  to  four  million  pema. 
The  ores  of  the  Ramoi  minea  gave  after  1798  Iraqnentlj  14  ouDcea  silver  to 
the  quintaL  Btn-Larl,  Btiaen,  il  121. 

"The  geological  feature  of  Zacalecu  is  deaeribed  in  full  by  Bersbes, 
DfKTipdon  de  la  Serrajua  de  Zacataxu,  1-30.  See  also  Hvntboldt,  E>»aiPoi., 
iL  534-fl,  where  some  peculiarities  of  that  regioD,  as  compared  with  others, 
are  mmntoly  given;  Lael,  Nowi  Orbii,  28S;  Ward.  Mtx.,  li.  610-18,  812-18. 

"Id  1 728  the  aggregate  product  amounted  to  81,800,000,  or  one  fifth  of 
all  the  silver  then  coiocd.  Alaman,  JlUl.  Mrj.,  i,  100-1,  Humboldt  esti- 
mated in  1803  the  avemge  yield  at  402,000  marks  silver.  Eaai  Pol.,  ii.  535. 
Arlugui,  I/UC.  CAron.  Zac. ,  74,  makes  the  startling  assertioD  that  the  Pabelloa 
mine  mivB  during  five  years,  t20,000  daily. 

*'  The  pnxluct  from  1703  till  1808  is  ^ven  by  Burkhart,  Rfiten,  ii.  74,  at 
I,07'2.6,iO  marks  silTsr.  Ward,  Mec,  ii.  44,  for  the  same  period,  makes  it 
1,146,393  marks. 

"Santo*  Chronotogia.  ii.  484    The  same  anthor  adds  that  some  tim«  after 
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however  resumed  near  Moran  by  Bustamante  and  Ter- 
reros,  and  with  many  difficulties  concluded  in  1762  by 
the  latter.  The  result  was  a  great  success,  one  vein 
alone  covering  all  the  expenses,  whilst  others  were  so 
productive  that  within  fourteen  years  a  net  profit  of 
about  five  million  pesos  had  been  derived  by  Terreros 
who  afterward  figured  as  Conde  de  Regla.**  Work 
was  conducted  with  alternating  success  till  1801," 
when  it  declined  under  the  increasing  expenditure, 
and  never  resumed  its  former  dimensions. 

It  has  been  stated  that  soon  after  the  fall  of  Mex- 
ico Spaniards  engaged  in  mining  speculations  in  Mi- 
choacan.  The  attraction  centred  after  1562  at  Tlal- 
pujagua,  and  down  to  the  beginning  of  the  eighteenth 
century  the  result  proved  satisfactory.  Work  was 
then  suspended  till  1743,  when  again  a  brief  period 
of  successful  development  began,  yielding,  within  eight 
years,  about  ten  million  pesos.  The  excessive  cost  of 
drainage  then  caused  the  mines  to  be  abandoned.*' 

Thus  we  see  that  the  greatest  development  of  min- 
ing took  place  in  the  second  half  of  the  eighteenth 
century,  when  certain  important  discoveries  gave  fresh 
impulse  to  this  industry,  fostered  at  the  same  time  by 
a  beneficial  policy.  Miners  then  awoke  to  the  neces- 
sity of  organizing  for  mutual  aid,  notably  by  framing 
a  new  code  of  laws  with  which  to  replace  the  cumbrous 
and  faulty  regulations  in  force.  Consequently,  in  Feb- 
ruary 1774,  a  petition  was  directed  to  the  king,  for 
constituting  as  the  Oaerpo  de  la  Minerla  de  Nueva 
EspafUXy  a  corporation  which  was  to  embrace  all  own- 

^He  presented  kins  Cdrlos  III.  with  two  war  vessels,  one  of  them  carry- 
ing 112  guns,  and  maae  also  a  loan  to  the  crown  of  1,000,000  pesos,  which  it 
seems  was  never  repaid.  He  acquired  immense  territorities,  and  left  at  hiB 
death  to  descendants  a  fortune  equalled  only  by  that  of  Conde  de  Valenciana. 
Humboldt^  EsscU  Pol.y  it  540-1,  514,  538-43.  For  details  about  the  Vizcalna 
mine  the  reader  is  referred  to  CaatelixzOt  Mani/estacion  de. .  .la  Vela  Vizeaina^ 
1-63;  Lassdffay  RepreaerUaciony  lOetseq.;  Burkart,  Reimriy  i.  127-32. 

«*  From  1794  till  1801  the  yield  still  amounted  to  $6,000,000.  Ward's  Mex,, 
ii.  21;  Burkartf  Beisen,  i.  130-1;  but  Humboldt  asserts  that  this  was  not 
sufficient  to  cover  the  expenses.  Essai  Pol.y  ii.  541. 

'^  Full  particulars  about  this  district  are  given  in  Burkart,  Beisen^  i.  73-97* 
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exploration  of  mineral  districts.  In  later  years  this 
branch,  which  might  be  called  a  mining  bank,  met 
with  reverses/*  and  the  college,  which  depended  upon 
it,  could  be  maintained  only  with  great  sacrifices,  the 
expenses  amounting  annually  to  about  thirty  thou- 
sand pesos.  The  Real  Seminario  de  Mineria,  as  it 
was  proudly  called,  indeed  never  fulfilled  its  object, 
although  for  some  time  it  was  under  the  management  of 
able  directors  and  teachers,'*  for  it  had  been  founded 
on  a  plan  too  vast  and  elaborate  to  be  practicable.'' 

The  greatest  achievement  of  the  tribunal  was  the 
compilation  of  the  celebrated  Ordenanzas  de  Mineria, 
which,  translated  into  several  languages  and  widely 
commented  upon,  have  formed  the  first  complete  code 
of  colonial  mining  laws.  For  two  hundred  and  fifty 
years,  since  Cortes  planted  the  banner  of  Castile  on 
the  ruins  of  Tenochtitlan  till  about  1770,  the  legisla- 
tion of  the  mining  industry  had  been  ruled  by  a  mix- 
ture of  decrees  and  ordinances^which  had  gradually  be- 
come inapplicable.  Therefore  when  the  mining  tribunal 
"was  created,  orders  came  that  it  should  frame  a  new 
code,  a  work  completed  in  1779.     In  August  of  that 

ahare  of  the  yield.    This  waa  called  to  hahSUar  a  mine.    Laaaiga,  Sepra.,  18 

«t  »eq^  gives  tbe  basis  on  which  the  dvios  were  made. 

"  liie  crowQ  obliged  the  tribunal  on  one  occaaion  to  maJce  a  dottation  ot 
about  (600,000,  and  aoon  afterward  a  loan  of  abont  ^,000,000,  the  repajmont 
of  which  met  with  great  difScultiea.  Alnman  apcaka  also  of  bad  nianage- 
ment  ot  the  funds  and  the  conaeouent  failure,  with  liabiiitiaa  amonntilig  to 
14,000,000.  Hut.  Mi}.,  i.  63.  Ward,  Mfx.,  it  00,  aajB  the  forced  loon  to 
the  king  was  f3,000,000.  Bevilla  Gigedo  mentions  two  loana  of  11,000,000 
each.  hMrucc,  110-20.  The  revenue  of  the  tribunal  in  about  1792  waa  eati- 
inat«dattlG0,00a 

"  Alaman  mentions  among  them  Fanato  de  Elhayar  and  Andr^  de  Rio, 
both  men  whose  names  have  acquired  a  well  foonded  reputation  as  able  min- 
eralogiats.  Hist.  Mej.,  L  63.  The  creation  of  the  college  had  been  ratified  by 
royal  o*duU  of  May  22,  1783.  Bdti\a,  Recop.,  ii.  284,  292. 

''Its  imperfection  is  well  illustrated  by  tiie  statement  of  two  prominent 
travellera,  that  the  collection  of  ores  though  comprising  numerous  and  valua- 
ble specimens  from  Europe,  waa  extremely  deficient  in  Mexican  minerals. 
Instruction  was  given  gratuitously  to  twenty-fire  pupils,  either  of  Spanish 
blood  or  noble  Indians;  descendants  of  miners  being  preferred.  There  wero 
also  a  number  of  paying  pnpils.  Hmitioldt,  Eesai  PoL,  iL  506;  Bfahart, 
Seisen,  t  SOfV^. 

"The  original  base  waa  the  lawa  in  force  in  EapaCoIa  enlarged  by  a  nam* 
ber  of  decrees,  usuallv  bearing  on  some  special  subject,  and  occasionally 
reformed  by  local  regalationa.  Of  the  latter  the  first  issued  were  those  <M 
HexicoCity,  of  July  81,  I&27.  Libro  de  Cabildo,  MS.,  197-0. 
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year  it  was  sent  to  the  court,  and  approved  by  royal 
c^dula  of  May  22,  1783.^ 

A  prominent  new  feature  therein  was  the  change 
of  jurisdiction  in  mining  cases.  Hitherto  with  few 
exceptions  miners  had  been  tried  in  the  usual  way,  by 
the  ordinary  courts;  now  the  mining  tribunal  was 
given  an  authority  which  finally  became  exclusive, 
and  which  it  exercised  in  the  districts  through  dipu- 
taciones.  Great  stress  was  laid  upon  the  require- 
ment for  the  judges  to  be  expert  miners,^®  and  for 
conducting  the  trials  in  a  summary  way.^^  Suits  for 
small  sums  could  only  be  carried  on  verbally,  and  in 
all  cases  the  respective  judges  had  to  attempt  the 
reconciliation  of  the  contending  parties.^ 

The  former  regulations  for  taking  up  new  as  well 
as  abandoned  mines®^  were  reformed,  and  the  rights 
of  previous  owners  received  greater  respect  The 
discovery  of  new  veins  was  rewarded  by  a  greater  al- 
lotment of  ground.®"  Foreigners  could  not  hold  pos- 
session of  mines  or  work  the  same,  unless  with  special 
permission  from  the  crown,  nor  were  the  clergy  and 

""  The  text  is  given  in  Bdetia,  Becop,,  ii.  214-292;  Zamora^  Bib,  Leg,  UU,^ 
It.  314-344. 

^^  The  administrador,  director,  and  deputies  of  the  tribunal  at  Mexico  were 
obliged  to  have  more  than  ten  years*  experience  as  practical  miners.  Orde- 
nanzcu  de  Mineria,  6-7. 

7*  A  similar  order  had  been  given  on  November  26,  1602,  'porque  no  se 
distraygan  (the  miners)  con  pleytos,  ni  hagan  largas  ausencias.'  Becop,  IncL, 
u.  73. 

^  Appeals  only  aimin|^  at  delay  were  to  be  rejected.  Courts  of  appeal 
could  lie  formed  in  the  mminffdismcts  of  the  highest  judicial  officer  assisted 
by  substitutes  for  deputies.  That  for  Mexico  was  composed  of  the  director- 
general  of  the  tribunal,  one  ex-member  of  that  body,  and  an  oidor.  Bdefia, 
Becop.,  ii.  226-9.  A  few  years  later  the  tribunal  de  mineria  was  made  the 
court  of  appeal  for  all  new  Spain.  Ordenes  de  la  ConmOy  MS.,  iii.  96-8;  Be- 
viUa  Oigedo,  Instruc.,  126-1.  Other  instructions  for  the  proceedins  of  the 
tribunal  and  the  different  diputaciones  are  given  in  Ordenanzaa  de  mineria^ 
31-61. 

^  A  law  of  June  18, 1629,  provided  that  the  abandonment  o£  a  mine  for  a 
term  of  four  years  gave  any  one  a  right  to  claim  it  as  a  new  discovery.  The 
Spanish  term  for  fiung  clamis  to  a  mine  was  denvndar,  Jfontemayor,  Svmct' 
rtoe,  204;  Becop.  de  Ind.,  ii  69. 

^  Three  churns  were  to  be  sranted,  but  none  could  exceed  200  varas  square. 
The  dimensions  varied  according  to  the  inclination  of  the  vein.    The  first 
labor,  to  sink  a  shaft  of  4  feet  in  diameter  and  30  in  depth,  had  to  be  done 
within  90  days  after  filing  the  claim.    The  details  of  the  ordinance  are  giver 
in  Zamora,  Bib.  Leg.  UlL,  iv.  324-9. 
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religious  corporations  entitled  to  do  so.  In  view  of 
the  greater  efficiency  of  mining  corporations  as  com- 
pared with  individuals,  their  formation  was  fostered 
by  the  grant  of  exceptional  privileges,  but  withal  the, 
interests  of  the  laborers  were  not  overlooked.  A 
number  of  regulations  set  forth  their  duties  and  their 
rights;  they  should  receive  equitable  pay  in  coin,  or 
in  goods  at  the  lowest  prices.  The  diputaciones  were 
instructed  to  protect  them  against  usury  or  imposi- 
tion and  see  to  it  that  their  food  be  of  good  quality. 
When  imprisoned  for  debt  the  laborer  could  demand 
permission  to  pay  off  hia  obligation  by  working  under 
guard,  and  to  receive  a  share  of  his  wages  for  the  sup- 
port of  his  family.  The  prevaihng  idea  in  the  new 
ordinances  was,  in  fact,  to  encourage  mining  opera- 
tions by  liberal  protection.  The  sharp  practice  of 
financial  agents  was  checked  by  limiting  the  rate  of 
interest  on  advances  to  five  per  cent.**  As  the  bank 
connected  with  the  tribunal  had  been  created  to  abol- 
ish abuses,  minute  instructions  were  issued  for  the 
management  of  its  funds.  The  establishment  of  the 
mining  college  not  being  regarded  as  sufficient  to 
awaken  interest,  the  study  of  mineralogy  was  further 
stimulated  by  granting  its  students  honors  of  nobility, 
and  to  practical  miners  certain  other  privileges.** 

The  paternal  policy  so  characteristic  of  Spanish 
colonial  legislation  was  displayed  in  these  ordinances. 
Diputaciones  were  to  admonish  extravagant  miners, 
and  the  tribunal  at  Mexico  had  the  power  to  appoint 
guardians  for  them.  In  a  similar  manner  the  safety 
of  laborers  was  provided  for  by  instructions  how  to 
effect  the  ventilation  and  drainage  of  mines,  and  the 

"  ContTBcts  were  not  valid  anlett  dmwn  up  before  witnewes,  snd  advancea 
affected  only  tbe  mine  for  which  they  had  beeo  made,  not  any  other  property 

of  the  owner.  Ordmanzaa  de  Mineria,  in6-168. 

'''  Owners  of  mines  and  their  assistanM  could  not  bo  imprisoned  for  debt, 
but  the  latter,  when  indebted,  were  forbidden  to  leave  tbe  district  until  their 
master  had  paid  the  obligations  from  their  saiary.  An  eieoution  on  pricata 
property  could  not  include  a  saddle-horse,  one  mule,  arms,  and  other  neces- 
sary e&'ecta.  To  old  or  poor  miners  and  their  dtiBcendaute,  offices  shonld  be 
given  in  preferenca  to  ouier  persona.    Ordenaniat  dt  J/incrid,  203-9. 
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labor  in  general.  Thus  for  the  first  time  a  check 
was  placed  on  the  random  system  of  working  mines 
hitherto  so  customary,  although  no  very  important 
innovations  appeared.  During  the  two  hundred  and 
fifty  years  since  the  first  mines  were  worked,  so  little 
progress  had  been  made  in  working  methods  that 
Europeans  expressed  surprise.  The  hoisting  appara- 
tus was  greatly  neglected,  and  instead  of  ladders  for 
the  shafte  a  series  of  beams  were  used  about  five  yards 
in  length,  placed  in  pairs  in  an  inclined  position  and 
provided  with  wedge-shaped  notches  to  serve  for  steps, 
ten  or  eleven  inches  apart.  On  this  primitive  contriv- 
ance the  carriers  would  climb  for  hours^  loaded  with 
ore,  sometimes  three  hundred  pounds  in  weight.  But 
the  greatest  defect  was  the  manner  of  constructing  the 
pits  and  galleries,  which  seldom  or  never  connected, 
greatly  increased  the  cost  of  transportation,®*  and  pre- 
vented ventilation.  Equally  deficient  were  the  con- 
trivances for  draining  the  mines;  pumps  were  seldom 
or  never  used,®*  the  water  being  brought  to  the  surface 
in  large  bags  of  hides  attached  to  the  ropes  of  a  wind- 
lass moved  by  horse-power.  Toward  the  close  of  the 
eighteenth  century  several  German  miners  were  sent 
from  Spain  and  distributed  over  diiferent  districts  to 
effect  improvements.  They  attempted  several  inno- 
vations, and  although  successful  in  some  parts  they 
failed  in  others,  chiefly  owing  to  the  prejudice  against 
them.  The  reports  concerning  their  utility  were  con- 
tradictory,®^ and  after  a  few  years  they  returned  home. 
Besides  the  organization  of  the  cuerpo  de  mineria, 
the  reduction  in  the  prices  of  quicksilver,  the  greater 
liberty  granted  to   commerce,  and  the  discovery  of 

^Humboldt  compares  them  with  ill-conBtracted  buildings,  wherein  an 
adjoining  room  could  he  reached  only  by  passing  ronnd  the  whole  house. 
£s8ai  Pol.f  iL  550. 

^  Yet  in  the  time  of  Cort^  pumps  appear  to  have  been  used  at  Taxco. 
Alaman,  Ejcp<mcion^  24. 

^^  The  intendentes  of  Guanajuato,  Zacatecas,  and  Oajaca,  the  dipntacion 
of  Taxco,  and  other  persons,  admitted  that  some  progress  had  been  made,  but 
the  diputaciones  of  Guanajuato,  Sombrerete,  and  several  other  places,  re- 
ported adversely.  Bevilla  Qigedo,  Instruc,,  122-6.  The  expenses  attributed 
to  them  by  the  middle  of  June,  1793,  amounted  to  $403,209. 
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far-seeing  pmdence;  and  the  same  spirit  seems  to  pervade  the  laws  annexed^ 
which  savor  of  mature  deliberation.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  this  impcM:- 
tant  collection  has  met  with  so  little  attention  from  Humboldt.  In  his  Bssai 
Politique,  nearly  200  pages  are  devoted  to  the  description  of  the  mines  in  New 
Spun,  chiefly  of  sections,  and  to  statistical  material,  while  the  history  of  min- 
ing receiyee  oomparatively  little  attenticm.  The  view  taken  by  this  scien- 
tist refers  rather  to  its  condition  at  the  time  of  his  visit,  and  even  the  recently 
established  code  of  laws  did  not  elicit  from  him  any  special  comments.  This 
leaves  another  void  in  the  mass  of  information  furnished  by  him,  yet  its  value 
is  undoubted.  Subsequent  writers  have  nearly  all  followed  his  steps,  and  it 
would  be  impossible  to  write  the  mining  history  of  New  Spain  without  con- 
sulting the  statistics  which  form  the  chief  fruit  of  his  researches. 

The  want  of  a  commentary  on  the  mining  ordinances  was  early  recognized 
by  the  able  Mexican  mineralogist,  Joaquin  Velazquez  de  Leon,  and  supplied  by 
him  in  the  Comeniarios  de  las  Ordenanzas  de  Mineria,  MS.,  pp.  62.  They  by 
no  means  exhaust  the  subject,  and  cover  only  special  points,  but  they  have 
an  additional  interest  in  coming  from  the  pen  of  a  man  who  took  active  part 
in  the  compilation  of  the  code,  and  whose  ability  gave  him  a  right  to  inter- 
pret not  only  the  letter  but  the  spirit  thereof.  Among  other  authors  who 
have  thrown  some  light  on  the  mining  industry  of  New  Spain  are  Fonseca 
and  Umitia,  who  in  their  Historia  General  de  Real  Hacienda,  i.  5-44,  297- 
387,  iii.  6-140,  iv.  51(1-636,  v.  43>57,  give  much  information,  together  vnth 
copies  of  official  documents  which  in  many  cases  are  unattainable  to  foreign- 
ers. The  value  of  the  virork  is,  however,  much  impaired  by  a  deficient 
arrangement  and  their  method  of  handling  the  bulky  material  at  their  dis- 
posal. Of  modem  writers,  Alaman  ranks  prominent,  less  on  account  of  the 
extent  of  his  information,  than  for  the  reliable  statements  which  he  presents 
in  different  parts  of  his  Diaertaciones  and  Historia  de  Mejico,  His  ability  has 
been  acknowledged  by  Ward,  who,  in  his  Mexico  in  1827,  several  times  con- 
fesses his  indebtedness  to  Alaman  in  no  stinted  terms.  Ward  admits  also  to  have 
largely  drawn  from  Humboldt,  but  his  work  dwells  chiefly  on  the  condition  of 
Mexican  mines  after  the  Independence,  and  belongs  therefore  more  properly 
to  that  period.  This  applies  also  to  Burkart,  AvferUhaU  und  Reisen  in  MeX' 
ico,  Stuttgart,  1836,  2  vols,  pp.  392,  286,  with  maps  and  cuts.  This  author  viraa 
at  different  times  manager  of  the  mines  of  Tlalpujagua  and  Bolafios,  and  the 
ample  opportunity  thus  offered  him  to  make  investigations,  imited  with  his 
professional  knowledge,  has  been  freely  exercised  with  good  result.  I  shall 
have  occasion  to  speak  of  him  again  as  well  as  of  Duport,  whose  Miiaux 
Pr6cieux,  Paris,  1843,  pp.  xiiL  429,  with  cuts  and  maps,  corresponds  with 
about  the  same  period. 

In  addition  to  these  a  number  of  treatises  exist,  bearing  on  special  sub- 
jects, one  of  the  oldest  being  the  Providencias  sobre  Azogues,  44  folios,  a  mask' 
uscript  coetaneous  copy  on  stamped  paper  of  the  regulations  and  orders  issued 
from  1670  till  1673  by  Viceroy  Mancera,  for  the  distribution  of  quicksilver  to 
the  miners.  The  influence  of  that  metal  on  the  mining  industry  of  New 
Spain  and  the  opportunies  for  raising  or  lowering  its  price  gave  repeatedly 
occasion  for  troublesome  questions.  Instances  of  these  disputes  are  found  in 
Comjpendiosa  Demosiradon,  Mexico,  1743,  pp.  178,  and  Segunda  JDemotftrO' 
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mante,  Ouadro  Hist.,  iv,  68-76;  Id.,  Voz  de  la  PcUria,  v.  66-8;  Pap. 
Var,t  xxxvi.  75-6;  cL  63,  passim;  cxiv.  27-35;  Ahate,  Diario,  18-21,  63-^ 
118-23,  197-208;  Id.,  Oacetaa,  i.  206-8;  ii.  67-8, 177-9, 380-2;  iii  7-21,  311- 
16,  319-21,  433-5;  BeUrami,  Mex.,  1.  260;  Cortes,  Diar.  Ofic,  x.  278;  Oac. 
Mtx.,  L  9  et  seq.;  it  11,  passim;  iii  125,  209,  245,  319,  383;  It.  9,  65,  218, 
249,  345-6;  v.  6,  57,  217-18,  271;  tL  317,  442-3,  534;  viii  51  et  seq.;  ix. 
461;  X.  76,  211-15;  xi  192;  xu.  73-5;  xv.  331-2,  543-5;  Dxario  Mex.,n.  56, 
84;  iv.  175,  passim;  v.  117-18;  vL  69-71;  vii.  226  et  seq.;  ix.  452,486;  x.  16; 
CampUlo,  JSTueiH)  Siatema,  155-71;  Rivera,  Oohemantes,  234,  246, 249;  Mayer'B 
Mex.  Aztec,  I  235,  238,  249;  it  95-6;  WiUie,  Not,  Hoc.,  2-3,  19-23;  Obm- 
paSUa  de  Minaa,  passim;  Alegre,  PohUma,  75-6;  Wapp,  Mex.,  68-76;  AVnim 
Mex.,  L  354,  451;  Calvo,  AnnaJea  Hist.,  L  pp.  xxix.-xxx.;  Oallo,  Hombre* 
Iluatres,  it  227-36;  Alvarez,  Estudios  Hist,,  374-83, 424-5,  447-86;  ZamacoiSt 
Hist,  M^.,  iv.  560;  v.  21-2,  245-6;  457,  479-83,  550  et  seq.;  vu.  20;  viiL 
604-7,  755-6;  x.  1317-18;  xi  3-6;  Almanac,  Calend,  Oalvan,  1841,  3-10; 
Fossey's  Mex,,  301-2;  Lafond,  Voy.,  i.  163-4;  Zamora,  Bib.  Leg.,  iv.  313- 
48;  V.  318-19;  Dice,  Univ.,  ii.  370-4;  iu.  177-8;  v.  343-60,  409-10;  vL  829- 
34;  ix.  342,  39^-4;  x.  36,  105,  326-7,  781-4,  798-804,  1032-4;  Camj^lVs 
Span,  Amer,,  114;  Anderson^s  Commerce,  ii.  139;  Id.,  Silver  Country,  29-78; 
Jacob*a  HisL  Enquiry,  ii.  123-4,  145-54;  Id,,  Precious  Metals,  iL  48-9,  59, 
152-3;  Condtr's  Mex.  and  Ouat.,  32-3;  165;  Andrew's  Illus,  of  W.  Intl.,  63; 
Carey  and  Lea^s  Hist.  Am,,  338;  RockweWs  Span,  and  Mex,  Law,  1-110; 
653-63;  Blomfield's  View,  u.  632-3;  ArriUaga,  Informe,  9;  Strieker,  BiUi(h 
theh,  85-7;  Winterbotham's  Hist,  U,  S,,  iv.  84-5. 
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AGRICDLTUEE  AND  MANUFACTTUI 

lS21-ia03. 

Asno  Laud  Sysibh— Sfasish  Foucr  aito  Isvluk 
Fakukb — Maize — MAOUEf  akd  its  Makitoiji  Usi 
ILL*— Intboddcwos  Of  Sooab-cakb  and  Wkeat- 

SOnTHERN     pKOVmCIS — PlAHTAINB — CCLTCSE    OF 

OuTB3 — Tobacco  and  rra  Monopolt — Stock-kaisr 
ION,  AKD  Liiiair  Mahutaotdres — Pboddctiom  or  Sp. 

MUOK    PbOSTTCTS — FiSHBBIES    AUD     PbAKLS — AzTl 
FEATHEK-WOSK  and  JeWELST — OppKESaiTX  COLOHl 

TBiES  AT  THE  Clou  or  the  Cbhtobt— Bibuooba: 

Op  all  the  native  American  nations  tl 
for  centuries  held  the  most  prominenl 
their  advancement  was  surprising  to  t 
who,  instead  of  encountering  a  nation  < 
were  faced  by  a  people  to  whom  they  c 
a  great  degree  of  culture.  Their  lar| 
skill  as  artisans,  their  well  tilled  fields, 
dence  of  a  civilization  quite  unexpect& 
tilians.  When  Cortes  and  his  follow 
from  the  coast  regions  to  the  capital,  th 
they  traversed  was  a  fair  specimen  of 
energy  could  accomphsh  on  a  soil  bou 
by  nature.  Still  it  was  in  southern  regi 
inhabitants  displayed  most  inclination  i 
those  of  Jalisco  and  the  northern  t< 
more  employed  in  the  chase,  and  in  s 
manufactures  and  other  industries.  '] 
condition  of  affairs  was  due  to  just  and 
to  the  fact  that  the  greater  share  of  the 
to   the   crown  and   to  the  nobility,  a 
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which  stamped  fariuiDg  as  an  occupation  not  unworthy 
of  men  of  the  highest  rank.  The  remainder  of  the 
ground  belonged  to  the  temples  and  the  different 
tribes,  and  was  worked  in  accordance  with  strict 
regulations.  These  not  only  set  forth  the  inaliena- 
bility of  the  land  given  to  communities  for  the  bene6t 
of  their  members,  but  provided  that  every  one  of  the 
latter  should  receive  a  lot  of  such  extent  and  quality 
as  his  necessities  and  rank  entitled  him  to.  FosseS' 
sion  waa  subject  to  liberal  conditions,  and  although 
given  only  temporarily,  it  could,  through  prudent 
conduct  on  part  of  the  holder,  be  transmitted  to  his 
heirs.  Thus  a  peculiar  system  was  created,  which  for 
wisdom  chaUenges  comparison  with  the  best  among 
old-world  institutions.  And  while  land  belonging 
exclusively  to  communities  could  not  pass  into  other 
hands,  full  scope  was  given  to  the  industrious  mem- 
ber to  improve  his  share,  and  draw  the  greatest  possi- 
ble advant^e  from  his  labor.* 

It  would  have  been  prudent  and  beneficial  for  the 
Spaniards  to  maintain  m  force  so  admirable  a  system, 
and  it  would  certainly  have  been  just  to  do  so.  Cor- 
tes did  indeed  allow  certain  forms  of  native  govern- 
ment to  remain,  but  this  policy  was  not  observed  in 
the  distribution  of  land.  The  greater  number  of  con- 
querors disliked  the  humble  sphere  and  toil  of  a  farmer, 
and  preferred  the  possession  of  an  encomienda,  where 
they  might  play  sovereignty  and  king-craft  a  little  on 
their  own  account.  Fertile  as  the  soil  might  be,  it 
had  little  attraction  if  they  were  to  till  it  by  their  own 
labor,  and  thus  agriculture  in  the  early  times  after 
the  conquest  was  carried  on  only  where  the  work  could 
be  done  by  slave  labor.  But  Cortes  on  his  first  stay 
in  Mexico,  when  a  guest  of  Montezuma,  had  sent  ex- 
ploring expeditions  in  a  southerly  direction,  with  or- 
ders to  establish  plantations  of  maize  and  cacao,  and 
was  not  inclined  to  leave  undeveloped  the  resources 


TENURE  OF  LAND.  605 

of  a  territory  which,  situated  between  the  fifteenth 
and  thirty-third  degrees  of  latitude,  possessed  such 
variety  of  chmate  that  nearly  all  the  food  plants  known 
in  Europe  could  be  raised  there.  Something  was 
also  gained  when  he  issued  his  celebrated  ordinances 
of  1524,  and  caused  the  introduction  of  foreign  grains, 
plants,  and  live-stock.* 

Although  the  southern  provinces  were  far  more 
fertile  than  the  northern,  agriculture  gradually  pro- 
gressed in  the  latter,  stimulated  by  the  mineral  wealth, 
which  gave  new  impulse  to  population.  The  hold 
once  gained  by  the  settler  was  m  most  cases  "main- 
tained, although  the  mines  which  created  it  were 
abandoned.  A  certain  influence  was  exercised  by  the 
clergy,  from  whose  orchards  and  gardens  new  plants 
were  distributed  over  other  parts  of  the  country. 

The  crown  also  displayed  some  interest;  old  laws 
were  remodelled;  new  ones  framed  in  quick  succession; 
and  the  representatives  of  the  government  in  the  col- 
onies urged  to  encourage  the  cultivation  of  the  soil. 
Settlers  in  new  districts  were  entitled  to  land  accord- 
ing to  rank,  being  obliged  to  build  houses,  plant  their 
ground  within  a  certam  time,  and  possess  a  certain 
quantity  of  stock.'  The  right  of  property  was  not 
acquired  till  after  a  residence  of  four  years,  when  the 
owner  might  sell  it,  though  not  to  a  church  or  convent. 
Nor  was  he  allowed  to  hold  within  the  same  term  two 
grants  in  different  settlements.  The  distribution  was 
made  by  the  viceroy  or  the  governor,  with  assistance 
of  the  city  council,*  the  regidores  being  entitled  to 

'See  Hist,  Mex,y  ii.  132-4,  this  series. 

' '  Haciendo  distincion  enixe  escuderos  y  peones  y  los  que  fueren  de  m^nos 
grado  y  merecimiento.*  The  dimensions  to  be  granted  were  either  pcon&w  or 
cabaJleriaa,  The  former  comprised  a  ground-plot  50  feet  wide  by  100  in 
len^h,  sufficient  land  to  sow  100  faneoas  of  wheat  or  barley,  and  ten  of 
maize,  two  patches  of  terrain  for  orchards,  eight  for  other  trees  requiring  dry 
ground,  ana  pasture  land  for  ten  breeding  sows,  20  cows,  five  mares,  100  sheep, 
aud  20  goats.  A  caballerfa  included  a  building  lot  of  100  by  200  feet,  and 
the  other  grants  were  five  times  the  size  of  that  of  a  peonfa.  Good  and  infe- 
rior land  was  to  be  distributed  in  just  proportion.    Heeop,  Ind,,  ii.  39. 

*Recop,  de  Ind,^  ii.  40-1;  where  detailed  ordinances  may  be  found  as  to 
the  manner  of  making  applications. 
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preference,  but  in  all  cases  the  rights  of  the  Indians 
were  to  be  respected. 

These  r^ulations  were  gradually  disregarded,  and 
fifty  years  after  the  first  granta  had  been  made,  quite 
a  number  of  persons  had  appropriated  extensive  tracts 
belonging  to  the  crown.  To  put  a  stop  to  such  abuses 
a  law  of  November  20,  1578,'  ordered  all  holders  of 
land  to  exhibit  their  titles,  and  all  taken  in  excess 
to  revert  to  the  king.  In  later  years,  however,  the 
temporary  owners  were  permitted  to  obtain  posses- 
sion by  paying  a  small  amount  into  the  royal  treasury, 
and  the  restitution  of  land  became  obligatory  only 
when  it  had  been  the  property  of  Indians.*  Land 
occupied  or  improved  by  them  could  not  be  sold  to 
another  person;  nor  were  cattle  allowed  to  stray  there; 
and  one  square  league  of  common  was  assigned  to 
each  village  so  that  there  might  be  sufficient  space 
for  the  grazing  of  stock. 

In  addition  to  the  laws  defining  the  rights  of  the 
native  population,  there  existed  minute  r^;ulation8 
for  the  organization  of  all  new  settlemeuts.  Besides 
the  tracts  appropriated  to  the  first  settlers,  others 
were  given  as  propios,  or  property  of  the  community, 
while  still  others  were  assigned  as  ejidos,  or  common 
lands  for  the  benefit  of  the  inhabitants.'  In  1536 
orders  were  issued  providing  for  irrigation,  and  soon 
afterward  encomenderos  were  directed  to  plant  trees, 
so  as  to  prevent  scarcity  of  fuel.  But  unfortunately 
this  latter  measure  was  rendered  inoperative  by  an 
order  issued  in  1541  that  the  forests  should  be  free 
to  all  for  common  use;  and  still  later  the  native  pop- 
ulation was  allowed  to  cut  wood,  almost  without 
restriction.  This  gave  rise  to  such  a  wholesale  de- 
struction of  the  forests  that  toward  the  close  of  the 
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to  the  Aztecs  by  the  name  of  octli,  but  under  the 
rule  of  the  Spaniards  the  name  was  replaced  by  that 
ofpvlque,^^  which  to  this  day  forms  the  favorite  drink 
of  the  lower  classes.  Only  some  of  the  many  kinds 
of  maguey  in  New  Spain  were  used  for  the  manu- 
facture of  pulque,  which  was  made  from  the  plant 
when  about  ten  years  old.  On  approaching  the  time 
of  blossoming  the  heart  of  the  plant  was  cut  out, 
after  which  the  cavity  gradually  began  to  fill  with 
the  juice.  This  was  removed  two  or  three  times 
every  day  as  long  as  sap  continued  to  flow — generally 
for  four  months  ^^ — ana  the  average  yield  amounted 
to  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  gallons  for  every 
plant.  In  an  earthen  vessel,  or  more  often  in  a  skin, 
It  was  then  exposed  to  fermentation,  which  begins 
after  thirty-two  to  thirty-six  hours,  though  this  pro- 
cess is  often  effected  within  several  hours  by  adding 
'  some  well  fermented  pulque.  According  to  the  care 
and  skill  used  in  its  manufacture  there  are  different 
qualities  of  this  liquor,  but  nearly  always  it  is  repulsive 
to  the  unaccustomed  palate,"  though  it  possesses,  when 
pure,  good  wholesome  properties.  Adulteration,  how- 
ever, was  practised  even  before  the  conquest,  and  was 
continued  under  the  Spanish  rule,  although  prohibited, 
especially  if  its  intoxicating  qualities  were  increased 
thereby." 

Occasionally  the  sale  of  pulque  was  entirely  forbid- 
den,^* as  after  the  riot  in  Mexico  in  1692;  but  later  the 
prohibition  was  removed,  as  before  narrated,  owing 
perhaps  in  part  to  the  decrease  of  revenue  which  it 

'^  Pulque,  or  puleu,  is  a  word  of  Chilian  origin,  according  to  Clayigero, 
who  adds  that  it  is  difEicult  to  explain  how  it  was  transmiUed  to  Mexico. 
Storia  Mess.,  IL  221. 

"  The  flow  of  sap  sometimes  lasts  only  a  few  weeks;  occasionally,  how- 
ever, as  long  as  six  months.  Payno,  Memoria  aobre  el  Afaguey,  56. 

'^  E^pec^Iy  on  account  of  its  smell,  which,  as  some  presume,  may  be 
caused  by  the  skin  vessels  used  in  fermentation  and  transport. 

*'  By  c^dula  of  August  24,  1529,  Puga,  Ctdularh,  70,  and  repeated  subse- 
quently in  other  laws.  Recop,  de  Ind.,u,  197  et  seq. 

'^  The  vicerov  on  that  occasion  asked  the  opinion  of  the  professors  of  the 
university  whether  its  use  should  be  abolished.  The  faculty  recommended 
such  a  measure.  Informt  que  la  Reed  Universidad  htue,  1-17,  Mexico,  1692, 
a  curious  document  full  of  Latin  quotations  and  written  in  a  confused  style. 
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supplying  the  home  consumption  there  remained  in 
1803  only  125,000  quintals  for  export.  The  restric- 
tion on  the  sale  of  liquors  made  from  maguey  was 
applied  also  to  those  manufactured  from  sugar,  the 
most  common  of  which  was  generally  known  as  agtiar- 
diente.  The  prohibitions  could  not,  nowever,  be  effect- 
ually carried  out,  and  when  investigation  had  revealed 
the  comparatively  limited  consumption  of  the  article 
introduced  from  Spain,  its  free  manufacture  was 
allowed  in  1796  under  certain  regulations.^ 

Of  European  cereals  only  wheat  was  raised  to  any 
extent,^^  and  although  in  different  parts  of  the  cordi- 
Hera  the  climate  was  extremely  propitious,  the  want  of 
moisture,  which  could  be  supplied  only  by  irrigation, 
would  frequently  check  its  cultivation.  This  defect 
was  at  an  early  time  recdgnized  by  the  crown,  and  in 
1612  an  order  was  issued  that  no  cattle  should  be 
allowed  on  irrigated  land  suitable  for  raising  wheat.* 
Notwithstanding  this  drawback  the  yield  exceeded 
the  average  returns  obtained  in  Europe,  being  in  some 
instances  as  high  as  seventy  or  eighty  fold.® 

One  of  the  different  kinds,  cultivated  chiefly  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Puebla  and  called  trigo  blanquillo,^ 
was  remarkable  for  its  abundant  yield.  For  some  un- 
known reason  the  medical  board  declared  it  to  be  in- 
jurious to  the  health,  and  a  decree  of  the  viceroy  and 
audiencia,  of  May  4,  1677,  ordered  the  consumption  of 
the  stock  on  hand  within  a  limited  time,  and  forbade 
its  cultivation  under  severe  penalties.^^  During  sev- 
eral  years  the  order  was  in  force,  but  when  a  famine 

'•The  viceroy's  edict  waa  of  December  9,  1796,  Dispo&ichnes  Varias^  L 
102,  iii.  84-96;  Cedulario,  MS.,  ui.  169-76.  C^dulas  bearing  on  the  prohibi- 
tion had  been  issued  August  6,  1747,  July  15,  1749,  and  March  24,  1753. 
Ordenea  de  la  Corona,  MS.,  L  45-50;  BeaUs  CHvlaa,  MS.,  ii.  22&-4. 

^  For  an  account  of  its  introduction,  see  Uiet,  Mex,y  ii.  132-3,  this  series. 

"In  1624  the  law  waa  repealed.  Recop.  de  Ind.,  ii.  42.  Other  laws  also 
fosterinff  the  cultivation  of  whoat  are  given  in  Cedukurio,  MS.,  iii  63;  InteH' 
derUeSf  Seal  Ordenansa,  73-4. 

*  The  average  yield  in  New  Spain  was  25  to  30  fold.  Humboldt,  Eaaai  Pol,, 
a  385-6. 

'^  Literally  meaning  white  wheat. 

'*  Montemayor,  Autos,  60-1;  Sigiienza  y  Ohngora,  Carta,  MS.,  38. 
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threatened  Mexico,  Viceroy  Galve  revoked  it  iu  1C92, 
and  after  that  time  it  was  again  cultivated.  It  is  im- 
possible to  form  reliable  estimates  of  the  total  amount 
of  wheat  or  flour  produced  and  coneumed,  both  on  ac- 
count of  the  lack  of  statistics  and  the  mixed  charac- 
ter of  the  population,  a  great  part  of  which  lived  ex- 
clusively upon  maize. 

During  the  first  half  of  the  sixteenth  century  one 
of  the  chief  articles  of  food  was  the  plantain,  though 
there  is  no  evidence  in  support  of  Humboldt's  con- 
jecture that  certain  species  of  the  Musa  Paradisaica 
are  indigenous  to  America.*^  After  its  introduction 
from  the  East  Indies,  its  rapid  growth  and  the  variety 
of  purposes  for  which  it  could  oe  used  brought  it  into 
general  favor  throughout  New  Spain.  To  this  day  it 
forms  a  staple  article  of  food  throughout  tropical 
America,  while  its  juice,  when  fermented,  affords  a 
palatable  drink.  The  dried  and  powdered  fruit  re- 
sembles the  arrow  root;  the  leaves  of  young  plants 
were  used  for  medicinal  purposes,  while  the  fibres 
were  made  into  textile  fabrics,  those  of  the  outer  stem 
in  certain  varieties  being  strong  enough  for  the  man- 
ufacture of  cordage,  while  from  the  inner  fibres  a  gar- 
ment can  be  made  light  enough  to  be  contained  in  the 
hollow  of  the  hand. 

In  addition  to  these  products  early  experiments 
were  made  in  the  cultivation  of  silk,  olives,  and  the 
grape,  all  of  which  were  encouraged  by  Cortes,  who 
had  himself  plantations  of  mulberry-trees  at  Yauhte- 
pec,  Tetecla,  and  other  places.*"  At  first  sericulture 
made  fair  progress,'^  but  subsequently  the  competition 
arising  from  the  Manila  trade,  and  the  partiality  in 
favor  of  the  product  of  Spanish  looms,  caused  the 
plantations  and  factories,  which  were  chiefly  in  Puebla 

"Euai  Por„  il  359-62. 

"Himf.  CLUthnriL  fntlnvinff  RamTa.  attribute  the  introdnctinn  nf  the  ailk- 
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and  Oajaca,**  to  be  neglected.  In  1790,  under  the 
rule  of  the  second  Revilla  Gigedo,  great  interest  was 
taken  in  this  branch  of  industry,  and  printed  instruc- 
tions  were  sent  to  persons  engaged  in  silk  culture, 
but  the  result  was  insignificant  and  of  little  practical 
value,  as  were  the  later  efforts  made  by  Hidalgo  in 
the  beginning  of  this  century. 

The  cultivation  of  olives  and  the  vine  labored  un- 
der severe  restrictions.  Admirably  adapted  as  both 
soil  and  climate  were  for  both  purposes,  the  few  plan- 
tations of  olives  were  merely  allowed  to  exist  because 
they  belonged  to  pious  or  charitable  establishments,®* 
while  as  to  the  vine,  the  viceroys  were  repeatedly  in- 
structed not  to  permit  the  planting  of  new  cuttings,  nor 
even  the  replacing  of  vines  in  decay.*^  Wine  could 
only  be  made  on  condition  of  paying  taxes  to  the  crown, 
and  it  was  not  till  1796  that  a  more  liberal  policy  in 
this  respect  was  adopted. 

The  cultivation  and  manufacture  of  tobacco,  the 
yetl  of  the  Aztecs,^  the  use  of  which  soon  became 
common  among  the  Spaniards,  was  not  seriously 
restricted  for  nearly  two  centuries  and  a  half  after  the 
conquest,  though  as  early  as  1642  a  suggestion  had 
been  made  to  mclude  this  article  in  the  list  of  mo- 
nopolies.® In  1764,  however,  the  crown  appropriated 
the  right  to  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  the  different 
preparations  of  tobacco.  At  the  same  time,  to  prevent 
contrabands  and  frauds,  its  cultivation  was  confined 
to  the  districts  of  Orizaba,  C6rdoba,  Huatusco,  and 
Zongolica,  being  forbidden  in  all  other  places*^  under 

^  From  Mizteca  in  Oajaca  there  came  also  an  inferior  class  of  silk,  which 
was  already  known  to  the  Aztecs  before  the  Spaniards  introduced  the  genuine 
silk- worm. 

'*  Most  of  them  were  the  property  of  convents  or  churches;  the  best  of  all 
belonged  to  the  archbishop  of  >lexico  and  was  at  Tacubaya.  Alaman,  Mej., 
iii.  31,  and  yielded  yearly  200  arrobas  of  oiL  Humboldt^  Essai  Pol.,  ii.  416. 

'^  This  was  forbidden  as  early  as  1595.  Recop.  de  Ind.,  iL  60-1. 

•*  For  mention  of  the  use  of  tobacco  among  the  Aztecs  see  Native  Haces, 
ii.  287-8,  this  series. 

'•By  Palafox  in  his  instructions  to  Viceroy  Salvatierra.  Morfi,  Col,  Doc, 
MS.,  19. 

^  In  the  northern  states  the  monopoly  created  apparently  no  particular 
discontent.     See  Doc,  Ifust,  Mex.,  ser.  iv.  torn  i.  195-200. 
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severe  penalties,  and  special  officers  were  selected 
to  enforce  these  regulations.  The  product  was  pur- 
chased by  the  government  at  a  stipulated  price,"  as 
a  rule  low  enough  to  make  its  growth  almost  un- 
profitable, and  then  resold,  either  raw  or  manuPac- 
tured,  chiefly  as  cigars  and  cigarettes.  This  soon 
became  a  considerable  source  of  revenue  to  the  gov- 
eniment,  giving  in  1801  and  1802  net  profits  of  about 
$4,000,000"  for  each  year.  An  attempt  made  by  the 
crown  to  establish  plantations  failed,  and  the  old  sys- 
tem of  purchasing  was  continued.  Regular  importa- 
tions were  also  made  from  Cuba  and  Louisiana,  to 
supply  certain  kinds  which  could  not  be  raised  ia 
New  Spain.** 

Tobacco  and  cigar  factories  were  established  ia 
many  cities  and  towns,  but  the  most  prominent  were 
those  at  Mexico  and  Quer^taro,  each  of  which  em- 
ployed about  7,000  persons  of  both  sexes,  whose  pay 
aggregated  more  than  $700,000  a  year."  The  annual 
product  of  all  the  establishments  represented  about 
$7,500,000,  of  which  nearly  one  half  fell  to  the  share 
of  the  crown." 

Among  the  chief  sources  of  wealth  to  the  Span- 
iards during  the  eighteenth  century,  and  the  one  least 
restricted  by  the  government,  was  the  raising  of  live- 
stock.    New  Spain  with    its  sparse  fauna  and  rich 

*'  The  average  price  at  nhicb  leaf  tobacco  wm  parcbased  by  the  govern- 
ment was  tliree  realcs  n  pounil,  and  it  was  resold  lor  ten,  at  a  nroQt  of  233 
per  cent.  Reeilla  Oiytdo,  livttrue.,  28Z  Hmnboldt,  i'lBcii  Pd,,  ii.  445,  is 
cviJuatly  ougtaken  when  he  gives  tha  price  at  two  and  a  liolE  rcalcs  per  kilo- 

*"in  180]  theyamounted  to  $3,993,834,  in  1802  to  84,092,829.  Tlie  total 
siaee  the  eatablishmcnt  of  tiie  monopoly  till  1800  exccideJ  SI 23, 000,000. 
Me-eica,  Auolltu,  44.  For  partial  statiiitioa  of  tlie  periud  mentioned,  see 
Fou^i-a  and  Umdia,  HiM.  Il'-al  Hat.,  ii.  437, 

"  Tlie  produce  of  the  district*  of  Vera  Cruz  and  Orizabft  amoonted  bima- 
ally  to  abiiut  20,000  <iuintalii.  Humboldt,  Ks^ii  Pot.,  ii.  445. 

"From  y777,(>-'')1  paid  in  IT&t,  it  declinedto  (6S4,109iii  1792,  but  agun 
rose  in  1794  to  8773,442.  Oazfia  Mex.,  I  12;  ii.  27«-7;  w.  10-11,  223;  iv. 
11-12,248;  V.  265;  vii.  33. 
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only  again  to  relapse  into  its  former  state,  as  soon  as 
peace  was  concluded.  The  export  of  raw  cotton, 
though  favored  by  exemption  from  duties  and  cus- 
toms, never  acquired  any  commercial  importance," 
and  was  inconsiderable  compared  with  that  of  the 
United  States. 

Though  at  an  early  date  the  raising  of  flax  and 
hemp  was  encouraged,"  little  progress  was  made  for 
more  than  two  centuries.  In  1777  and  later,  numer- 
ous orders  were  issued  to  the  viceroys,  urging  their 
cultivation  and  manufacture,*'  and  in  the  same  year 
twelve  experts  were  sent  from  Spain  to  give  practical 
instruction.  Privileges  were  also  granted  to  persons 
willing  to  engage  in  this  industry;"  but  all  efforts 
were  fruitless,  despite  the  large  amounts  of  money 
spent  in  experiments,  and  finally  the  effort  was 
abandoned."^ 

In  addition  to  the  products  already  mentioned, 
others  were  raised  in  New  Spain  of  less  importance, 
though  still  of  value  for  domestic  or  commercial  pur- 
poses. To  the  former  class  belong  the  manioc,  yam, 
potato,  the  different  kinds  of  pepper,  or  chile,  a  neces- 
sary ingredient  in  the  national  dish,  tortillas  de  maiz, 
and  manifold  varieties  of  fruit.  Of  the  latter,  men- 
tion will  be  made  later. 

After  the  Spanish  dominion  was  established,  and 
strange  plants  and  animals  introduced,  aboriginal  occu- 
pations were  placed  more  and  more  in  the  back- 
ground. This  was  apparently  the  ease  with  the 
fisheries,  a  well  developed  industry  among  the  Az- 
tecs,*' but  little  encouraged  since  the  conquest. 

"  Amonnting  only  to  about  6,000  qnintala  at  Uie  begiimmg  of  the  present 
eeotary. 

'•Since  IS45.  Rea^.  de  Ind.,iL  ffl. 

"From  January  li,  1777,  till  May  0,  1795,  ten  decrees  were  Uuied,  all  for 
this  purpose.  Zarnora,  Bib.  Ltg.  UU.,  iv.  189;  Beidla,  Secop.,  L  pt  iii, 
aiO-'JO. 

*'  ZaTnora,  Intendenta,  Real  Ord.,  71-£ 

"  More  than  (100,000  had  been  epent  by  the  crown.  See  also  on  this  snb- 
jeet,  /leeilla  Oigtdo,  laetrw.,  9S-100;  Id.,  Bandm,  no.  39;  Cancdada,  RuinOt 
33-^. 

''See  Native  Races,  ii.  352-3,  tbit  Hilei. 
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The  pearl  lisheiies,  however,  were  an  exception,  and 
from  an  early  date  attracted  the  attention  of  the 
crown  and  its  vassals.  A  number  of  laws  were  issued 
for  their  r^ulation,"  and  for  sometime  they  attracted 
many  explorers  to  the  gulf  of  California;  but  as  this 
belongs  to  another  division  of  my  work,  I  shall  speak 
of  it  elsewhere." 

The  skill  of  the  natives  in  certain  branches  of  man- 
ufactures created  astonishment  even  among  the  Span- 
iards, though  they  were  little  inclined  to  recognize 
any  such  ability.  No  less  surprise  was  caused  among 
the  Aztecs  by  the  first  examples  of  European  skill  in 
manufactures,  not  so  much  on  account  of  their  work- 
manship, as  the  facility  with  which  they  were  pro- 
duced. They  immediately  discerned  the  advant^es 
which  they  could  derive  from  their  European  mas- 
ters, and  seized  eagerly  the  opportunity,  whenever  it 
offered.  Instances  have  already  been  related,  among 
which  may  be  mentioned  the  manner  in  which  they 
contrived  to  learn  the  weaving  of  a  certain  kind  of 
cloth  and  the  making  of  saddles.**  Soon  after  the 
conquest  such  occupations  as  those  of  carpenter, 
brit^layer,  shoemaker,  and  tailor,  fell  into  their  hands, 
and  they  not   only  imitated    the   Spanish    artisans, 
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Long  before  the  conquest  tlie  Indians  had  been 
experts  in  the  manufacture  of  earthenware  and  pot- 
tery, numerous  specimens  of  which  are  found  through- 
out the  country.  Under  Spanish  rule  the  variety  of 
design  was  greatly  increased  and  a  larger  field  was 
opened  to  them.  They  also  learned  the  fabrication 
01  glass,  and  as  this  industry  gradually  developed,  sev- 
eral factories  arose,  chiefly  at  Puebla,  where  forty-six 
establishments  for  the  making  of  glass  and  pottery 
were  in  a  flourishing  condition  m  1793.  Subsequently 
a  decline  took  place,  and  in  the  beginning  of*  this  cen- 
tury the  number  w)as  reduced  to  eighteen. 

The  fabrications  of  iron  never  made  any  notable 
progress  in  New  Spain,  and  the  iron  implement  in 
use  came  almost  exclusively  from  the  mother  country. 
It  was  only  when  communication  with  the  old  world 
was  interrupted  or  difficult  that  an  impulse  was  given 
to  this  branch  of  industry.*^  ^^ 

There  were,  however,  other  branches  in  which  the 
natives  excelled  the  most  skilful  European  artisans, 
and  chief  among  them  was  the  manufacture  of  coch- 
ineal and  indigo.  Both  were  produced  mainly  in 
Oajaca;  but  owing  to  failures  of  the  crop  and  the  op- 
pressive policy  of  the  government,*^  the  indigo  trade 
declined  considerably,  and  toward  the  close  of  the 
eighteenth  century  the  yield  was  not  enough  for  home 
consumption,*  and  the  want  was  supplied  by  impor- 
tations from  Guatemala. 

Cochineal  long  maintained  its  place  as  one  of  the 
leading  exports  of  new  Spain,  its  production  being  en- 
couraged by  the  crown  from  the  earliest  days.'®    It 

'^  Re  villa  Gigedo,  Instruc.,  92,  attributes  the  small  progress  of  the  iron  in- 
dustry to  the  unwillingness  of  the  merchants  to  introduce  the  instruments 
and  machinery  requir^  for  the  production  of  that  metaL  Estalla,  xxviL 
46,  speaks  of  some  excellent  work  in  steel,  manufactured  at  Puebla,  but  this 
is  rather  doubtful. 

^  A  law  of  1563  prohibited  the  employment  of  Indians  in  the  cultivation  on 
the  ground  that  it  was  ixrjurious  to  their  health.    Recop.  de  Ind.^  ii.  307-3. 

"'The  second  Revilla  Gigedo  estimated  the  yearly  production  in  1794,  at 
1500  arrobas.  Instruc.,  100.  For  details  as  to  its  (mltivation  see  Alsiue, 
Diario  Lit.,  50-2. 

^° Cochineal  was  exempted  from  tithes.    Ordenes  de  la  Corona^  MS.,  iii. 
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were  issued  in  Mexico,  severe  penalties^*  forbade 
all  persons  interested  in  or  connected  with  mining 
to  employ  native  jewellers  for  making  ornaments 
either  of  gold  or  silver.  Thus  European  designs  and 
methods  prevailed,  and  although  the  manufacture  of 
jewelry  was  extensively  pursued,  the  style  led  in 
another  direction,  and  processes  which  had  only  been 
known  to  the  native  workmen  were  irretrievably  lost. 

All  iewellers  were  obliged  to  have  their  establish- 
ment8  In  a  certain  street,  and  were  forbidden  to  work 
any  metal  unless  the  payment  of  the  king's  fifth  had 
been  proved ;  nor  were  they  allowed  to  employ  coined 
gold  or  silver.  Since  early  times  they  had  b6en  in- 
corporated as  a  guild,  with  a  patron-saint  of  their 
own,  and  subject  to  certain  regulations  or  statutes.^ 
Nevertheless  there  is  no  doubt  that  contraband  trad- 
ing was  carried  on  in  this  branch  as  in  most  others, 
and  therefore  some  addition  must  be  made  to  the  offi- 
cial returns,  which  indicate  for  the  beginning  of  this 
century  an  average  value  of  $270,000  for  the  gold  and 
silver  manufactured  every  year.^® 

The  question  has  often  been  brought  forward 
whether  the  agricultural  and  industrial  resources  of 
New  Spain  were  sufficient  to  place  her  on  an  inde- 
pendent  footing,  and  the  answer  has  frequently  been 
based  on  the  condition  of  the  country  at  the  close  of 
the  eighteenth  century.  The  propriety  of  selecting 
that  epoch  is  at  least  doubtful,  considering  the  char- 
acter and  influence  of  the  Snanish  dominion  during 
the  preceding  three  hundred  years.  Allusion  has 
often  been  made  to  the  policy  of  the  government  to- 
ward New  Spain  in  all  afikirs  where  the  interest  of 

^*Lo88  of  all  property  and  perpetual  banishment  from  New  Spain.  Libra 
de  Cabildo,  MS.,  198. 

^  Compiled  by  Viceroy  Cadereita  in  1638,  and  enlarged  in  1701  by  the 
Ck)unt  of  Moctesuma.  Tbey  are  mven  in  the  OnUnanzaa  ad  NobUisaimo  Arte 
de  la  PlaieriOf  Mexico,  1715,  10  ^lioe,  and  contain  in  35  articles  the  regula- 
tions for  the  government  of  the  guild,  together  with  instructions  for  certain 
technicalities.  In  1733  and  1748  additional  rules  were  issued  in  Spain. 
JieaUs  C^dulas,  MS.,  u.  99-104. 

^^The  total  consumption  from  1798  till  1802  was  1,926  marks  of  gold  and 
134,024  of  sUver. 
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the  mother  country  was  supposed  to  be  endangered. 
Branches  of  aerriculture  and  industn*.  which  miarht 
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had  however  wrought  evils  too  serious  to  be  quickly 
remedied,  and  whilst  some  industries  had  been  aban- 
doned, of  others  the  knowledge  had  been  entirely 
lost.^  The  statutes  and  ordinances  of  most  of  the 
different  guilds  were  antiquated  and  inappropriate; 
the  instruction  of  apprentices  was  generally  very 
poor.  Of  the  total  yearly  product  of  manufactures, 
valued  at  about  $7,000,000,  the  greater  part  consisted 
of  articles  of  prime  necessity.®*  It  was  only,  as  we 
have  seen,  when  war  in  Europe  hindered  communica- 
tion with  Spain,  that  some  activity  prevailed,  but  it 
always  subsided,  and  the  ground  thus  gained  was  soon 
lost. 

The  mining  interest  was,  of  course,  a  very  promi- 
nent one,  though  its  importance  has  been  so  greatly 
exaggerated  as  to  cause  the  assertion  that  New 
Spam  was  of  little  value  except  as  a  mining  territory. 
What  the  country  under  another  form  of  govern- 
ment did  accomplish,  is  a  subject  which  I  shall  treat 
later.®* 

S57, 157  against  $18,353,821  for  the  following  decade.  SevUla  Oigedo,  Itutrue,, 
101-2. 

^  *  Habiendo  entonoes  Tarios  oficios . . .  de  los  coales  aim  apenas  qneda  otra 
noticia.*  7(2.,  84. 

^  Such  as  soap,  leather,  ordinary  textures  of  cotton,  of  wool,  and  others. 
The  industrial  products  of  Quer^taro  in  1793  have  been  estimated  at  $1,000,- 
000.  Soc.  Mex.  Otog,,  Boletint  ilL  199.  Zamacois,  Hist.  M^.,  v.  715,  gives  a 
glowing  description  of  the  industrial  achievements  of  New  Spain  in  1799; 
according  to  him  they  were  not  to  be  surpassed  by  European  products. 

^  My  observations  made  in  a  preceding  part  aoout  the  scarcity  of  authori- 
ties on  the  mining  history  of  New  Spain  find  stUl  more  application  to  this 
chapter.  This  want  of  information  has  obliged  me  to  gather  my  material  in 
the  form  of  numerous  items,  scattered  througn  a  vast  range  of  books;  in  addi- 
tion, however,  I  have  been  aided  bv  a  variety  of  treatises,  dwelling  only  on 
special  subjects.  Amonff  writers  of  the  latter  class,  a  prominent  place  be- 
longs to  the  scientist  Akate,  who  has  endeavored  to  diffuse  useful  knowl« 
edge  through  essays  in  the  different  series  of  his  Oacelas  de  Literaturoj 
Mexico,  17&-95.  A  separate  edition  has  appeared  of  his  memoir  on  the  cul- 
tivation of  the  cochineal,  the  Memoria . .  .del  Insecto  Orana  6  Cochinilla, 
Madrid,  1795,  pp.  226,  of  which  I  have  before  me  a  manuscript  copy  in  280 
folios,  with  the  writer's  autograph.  Of  similar  color,  only  embracing  one 
subject,  is  Payne's  Memoria  eobre  el  Maguey  MexicanOt  Mexico,  1864,  pp. 
132,  and  another  work  of  the  same  title,  Mexico,  1865,  pp.  32,  by  Pedro  and 
Ignacio  Blasquez.  Both,  as  their  title  implies,  dwell  exclusively  on  the  ma- 
guey plant  and  its  use,  and  the  first  contains  much  curious  information,  part 
of  which,  however,  is  of  little  or  merely  of  local  interest.  Different  in  lorm 
and  arrangement  is  a  treatise  on  sericulture,  written  by  order  of  Viceroy  Re- 
villa  Qigedo,  under  the  title  of  Campendio.  .delas  Moreras  y  Mwales,  Mexico, 
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ffli>n<.  Bib.  Ltfj.  UU.,  Iv.  ISO;  AItoto,  Sutndht  But.,  iiL  301.  435,  442-3i 
Waiton'i  Spanuh  Am.,  ii.  305-7,  318-20;  MaeijilkTray't  Humboldt,  315,  320; 
Mortr't  Am.  Otoff.,  480;  Burlx't  Eurap.  Stitle.,  i.  223-8;  Wintttbotham't 
Hitt.  U.  B.,  iv.  111-12;  Morden't  Oeo-i.,  67»-82;  Zamla,  Rfv.  Mex.,  23-31[ 
PinhrUm'i  Modem  Qtog.,  iii.  23*;  Tavlor't  SeUctiotu,  50-3;  Dice.  Univ..  L 
214-17,  396;  'a.  448-75;  t.  14,  731-2,  9H;  Mrx.,  Mm.  Juntiaa.  ISU.  T-SS; 
Albtan  Mfx.,  L  183;  OoTUalfi,  Col.  N.  Leon,  150-1;  Abiiipa  dt  Vhilpandtigo, 
391;  Nilt»  ReffiKter,  xxii.  240;  Mulier,  Reinen  in  Mex.,  iii.  206;  Uiwra,  Oobtr- 
nanUt,  L  246,  250;  O'ltibg'M  AmtTiea.  240-2;  ComoniaV  Deicrijit.,  37;  /"iinC* 
Oeo.q..  ii.  140-7;  TorrenU,  Jievol.  Hum.,  i.  10;  Ward't  Mac,  iL  68;  Sema- 
■  nnrio  ^MMKfniieo,  1-65;  Ortix,  ilfx.  Irulrp.  Librt,  280-316;  Willie,  Moliciat 
JJac.,  4;  Saneha,  Putb.  Sagntd.  Pro/.,  112-13. 
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from  the  Peninsula,  and  trade  with  foreigners  was 
punishable  by  death.  Even  the  carrying  trade  be- 
tween old  and  new  Spain  was  forbidden  to  the  set- 
tlers, while  intercolonial  trafEc  languished  under 
crippling  restrictions,  or  was  absolutely  prohibited. 
Foreign  articles  were  imported  in  such  quantities  that 
the  demand  generally  exceeded  the  supply,  thus  se- 
curing to  the  shippers  enormous  prices.  Vessels  pro- 
ceeding to  and  from  New  Spain  were  permitted  to 
leave  or  enter  only  the  port  of  Seville,^  and  those 
clearing  for  a  certain  port  in  the  Indies  were  not 
allowed  to  touch  at  any  other.  In  order  further  to 
secure  the  carrying  trade  and  monopoly  of  commerce 
the  registry  of  ships  was  made  imperative,"  and  only 
those  thus  licensed  could  convey  merchandise  to  and 
from  the  colonies.  At  first  commercial  communica- 
tion with  Spain  was  irregular,  a  fleet  being  despatched 
occasionally  to  Vera  Cruz  under  the  protection  of 
convoys,  and  distinguished  by  the  term  jiota.^ 

So  closely  did  the  government  guard  against  possi- 
ble independence  of  the  colonists  in  trade  that  ships' 
companies  were  prohibited  from  purchasing  goods  of 
the  country,  and  factors  and  traders  on  the  fleets  were 
not  allowed  to  remain  longer  than  three  years  in 
America.*  No  foreigner  could  trade  with  the  colonies, 
nor  was  one  permitted  to  enter  a  port  without  special 
license.'  In  fact  both  the  prices  of  imports  and  ex- 
ports of  New  Spain,  with  the  exception  of  the  precious 
metals,  were  under  the  arbitrary  control  of  the  mer- 
chants of  Seville,  and  later  of  Cddiz.  What  further 
increased  the  drainage  of  wealth  from  America  was 

'  In  1720  Clidiz,  ax  being  mora  coDYenient,  woe  made  the  eicloBive  port 
for  traile  with  America. 

'In  1G75  a  veaecl  froiu  the  West  Indies,  freighted  iritl)  wine,  cocao,  and 
Spanish  goods,  but  with  no  register  from  tlie  Habana,  orriTed  at  Vera  Cruz, 
The  captain  was  arrested  for  want  of  formality.  Roblf,  Diai-io,  ii.  184. 

'During  the  period  from  ISOo  to  1777  I  find  that  the  fleets  arrived  at  Ycis 
Cruz  at  interrals  varying  from  one  to  five  years.  In  the  18th  century,  how- 
ever, a  numlier  of  Tessels  annually  entered  that  port  independent  of  the  flota. 
Ln-dodt  Tejada,  Comtr.  EnUr.,  Doc,  nos.  1,  12. 

^liaa/ea  VMvlai,  MS.,  i.  100,  171. 

'  Becop.  de  Iiid.,  iii,  326-8. 
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But  apart  from  the  commercial  restrictions  imposed 
upon  the  colonists  by  the  home  government,  there 
were  other  causes,  internal  and  external,  which  oper- 
ated disastrously  upon  trade,  and  kept  it  in  an  almost 
continual  state  of  depression.  Forced  loans  and  de- 
mands of  the  king  for  money,"  flooding  the  market 
■with  copper  coinage,  the  interference  of  the  church,^' 
the  arbitrary  action  of  civil  authorities,  and  contra- 
band trade,  each  in  greater  or  leas  degree  had  an  un- 
favorable influence  on  legitimate  commerce. 

But  the  blows  which  were  most  destructive  to  com- 
mercial prosperity  were  the  losses  inflicted  by  the 
English,  French,  and  Dutch  navies  in  time  of  hostil- 
ities, and  the  depredations  committed  by  corsairs  alike 
during  war  and  peace.  In  time  of  war  commerce  with 
the  mother  country  was  reduced  to  the  lowest  ebb; 
European  goods  were  poured  into  the  Spanish  colonies 
by  neutrals,  and  the  contraband  trade  was  almi.>st 
openly  carried  on.  In  the  general  necessity  during 
such  periods  the  authorities  and  custom-house  officers 
relaxed  their  strictness;  the  prohibitive  system  was 
widely  ignored,  and  illicit  trade  carried  on  in  spite  of 
all  the  measures  employed  by  kings  and  viceroys  to 
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gling  on  the  Pacific  coast  bore  a  fair  proportion  to 
« that  carried  on  at  Atlantic  ports. 

Communication  between  New  Spain  and  the  Phil- 
ippines existed  at  an  early  date,  and  during  the  latter 
part  of  the  sixteenth  century  a  vessel  yearly  left  Aca- 
pulco  with  supplies  for  those  islands,"  This  opened 
y  for  trade ;  Chinese  silks  and  goods  were  brought 
Vew  Spain  by  the  returning  ships,  and  an  exceed- 
ingly thriving  commerce  might  have  been  developed.'' 
But  Spain  soon  became  alarmed  at  the  prospects; 
traffic  with  the  Philippines  rapidly  increased  and 
affected  Spanish  commerce;  so  a  law  was  passed  in 
1591  allowing  the  colonists  of  the  islands  to  import 
goods  into  New  Spain,  but  excluding  merchants  of 
the  latter  country  from  return  traffic  with  the  Philip- 
pines.'^ Moreover,  only  a  limited  amount  of  Asiatic 
merchandise  was  permitted  to  be  shipped  to  Aca- 
pulco.""  But  even  this  restriction  did  not  satisfy  the 
merchants  of  Seville,  and  in  1610  the  consulado  of 
that  city  petitioned  the  king  to  close  all  direct  trade 
between  New  Spain  and  the  Philippines.  Their  pe- 
tition, however,  was  not  granted.*' 

For  more  than  a  century  these  regulations  remained 
in  force,  but  were  as  little  acceptable  to  the  merchants 
of  the  Philippines  as  to  those  of  New  Spain.  Dis- 
putes as  to  the  valuation  of  cargoes  for  the  collection 
of  the  customs,  evasion  of  the  duties,  and  violation  of 
the  law  in  respect  to  the  quantity  of  merchandise  in- 
troduced were  the  consequence."     Owing  to  the  rcp- 

"  JfanMrn,  Insimc,  in  Doe,  Inal.,  ixi.  488-9. 

"  Tbe  coloniBts  of  the  Fhilippma  lalaoda  were  allowed  to  trade-with  China 
and  Japaa. 

'^  Hecop.  de  Ind,,  iii.  522-3. 

'*  The  Manila  merchants  were  allowed  to  send  annaally  only  two  Bhipa,  ft 
400  tons  each.  Tlie  value  of  the  merchandise  with  which  they  were  freighted 
was  limited  to  250,000  pesoa,  tlie  retunis  of  which,  principal  and  profit,  wore 
Eot  to  exceed  600,000  peBoa  in  specie.  A/,,  524,  52(t;  Dr'ncrip.  de  Anifr.,ttlS., 
1\)6.  The  arrival  of  these  vessels  was  attended  with  great  activity.  At  Aca- 
pulco  a  great  fair  woa  held,  to  wliicti  flocbeil  merchaotB  and  traders  from  all 
parts  of  New  Spain.     All  tliis  hoa  before  been  noticed  in  another  connection. 

""The  king  oonsulteil  the  conde  de  Montesclaros,  viceroy  of  Peru,  who 
advised  his  Majesty  against  the  measure.  UmiUaclaros,  Carta,  in  Pachecoaail 
Cardtnas.  tI.  298-314. 

"  Fhilipinat,  Ilial.  Com.,  28-9.    The  law  was  repeated  in  1697-    In  1635 
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New  Spain  consisting  chiefly  of  raw  silk,  colored 
cotton  fabrics,  wax,  and  Chinese  earthem  ware.  By 
1794,  however,  the  trade  had  so  greatly  decreased  that 
in  1792  and  1793  no  fair  had  been  held  at  Acapulco 
owing  to  lackof  attendance,  and  in  the  following  year 
the  fleet  did  not  arrive.^  The  trade  afterward  revived 
considerably,  since  Humboldt  states  that  the  amount 
of  bullion  annually  shipped  averaged  1,000,000  pesos, 
and  often  reached  1,300,000.^ 

Besides  the  Philippine  trade  at  Acapulco  some 
commerce  was  also  carried  on  between  New  Spain 
and  Peru  at  the  same  port,  but  the  restrictions  put 
upon  it  reduced  it  to  a  very  limited  scale.  Only  two 
vessels  of  two  hundred  tons  burden  each  were  per- 
mitted annually  to  visit  Acapulco,  and  the  goods  they 
took  away  paid  an  export  duty  of  two  and  a  half  per 
cent.  But  even  these  niggardly  conditions  were  re- 
garded  as  too  liberal,  and  the  conde  de  Montesclaros, 
viceroy  of  Peru,  expressed  his  opinion  to  ,the  king 
that  only  one  ship  a  year  should  be  allowed  to  sail  to 
Acapulco,  and  that  the  export  duty  at  that  port  and 
the  import  duty  at  Callao  should  be  made  excessive.^ 
Thus  the  clamp  was  tightened  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Seville  merchants,  and  both  Peru  and  New  Spain 
protested  against  restrictions  which  virtually  pre- 
cluded all  trade  between  them.     Even  the  sorry  con- 

and  the  Philippine  Islands.  It  was,  however,  prohibited  from  interfering 
with  the  internal  commerce  of  the  islands,  and  that  with  China  and  Aca- 
pulco. Jieales  Ordenes,  vi.  88-116;  ix.  137-40. 

^  *Se  noticia  que  iba  d  salir,  y  no  so  puede  atribuir  su  falta,  sino  &  una 
desgracia.*  ReviUa  GigedOy  Instruc.,  104.  Viceroy  Linares  attributed  the  de- 
cadence to  the  depreciation  of  prices  caused  by  the  progress  made  in  the 
manufacture  of  fabrics  in  Europe,  and  also  to  the  extensive  operations  of  the 
Compafiia  do  las  Filipinas,  which  introduced  into  New  Spain  great  quan- 
tities of  Asiatic  goods  via  Vera  Cruz.  Id,,  104-5. 

*^  Numerous  passengers,  among  whom  were  many  monks,  always  sailed 
with  the  fleet.  In  18(H  75  monks  left  Acapulco  on  the  galleon  which  the 
Mexicans  humorously  described  as  being  freighted  with  *plata  y  frayles.' 
Essai  PolU,,  ii.  718-20. 

^  *  Cargando  mucho  los  derechos  de  la  salida  de  Acapulco  y  de  la  entrada 
del  Callao.'  Montesclaros  complains  in  1612,  that  in  spite  of  prohibitions 
four  or  Ave  ships  had  arrived  that  year  from  Acapulco  under  various  pretexts, 
such  as  stress  of  weather,  conveyance  of  despatches  from  the  government  of 
New  Spain,  and  like  excuses.  Pacheco  and  Cdrdenas,  Col.  Doc,,  vL  942-4 
andd04. 
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Many  of  these  roads  were  dangerous  in  places,  even 
the  best  of  them,  owing  to  the  physical  features  of 
the  country,  presenting  difficulties  which  taxetl 
severely  the  traveller's  nerves  and  endurance.  Their 
condition,  moreover,  down  to  the  beginning  of  the  nine- 
teenth century  ^va3  rarely  satisfactory;  and  though 
the  viceroys  repeatedly  exerted  themselves  to  effect 
improvements,  merchandise  was  more  generally  trans- 
ported by  beasts  of  burden  than  wagons. 

Of  the  important  highways  which  led  from  the 
capital  to  Vera  Cruz  and  Acapulco,  especial  notice 
must  be  taken.  Along  the  first  of  these  lines  of 
traffic  all  European  merchandise  was  introduced  into 
the  country,  while  by  the  latter  Mexican  trade  with 
the  Philippines  Islands  and  Peru  was  carried  on.  In 
1708  the  Jesuit,  P&re  Jaillandier,  travelled  across  the 
continent  from  the  first  named  port  to  Acapulco,  and 
has  furnished  us  with  itt  detailed  account  of  his  journey. 
It  being  the  dry  season  the  priest  and  his  party  were 
enabled  to  follow  a  route  not  taken  during  the  rainy 
season.  Having  passed  through  Buena  Vista  and 
crossed  the  river  Jamaica  eight  leagues  from  the  port, 
they  travelled  ten  leagues  farther  over  uncultivated 
land,  arriving  at  the  river  and  village  of  Cotasta. . 
Their  road  thence  led  through  fertile  valleys  covered 
with  trees  and  cornfields  to  San  Lorenzo,**  C6rdoba, 
and  Orizaba.  On  the  sixth  day  of  their  journey 
Puebla  was  reached,**  after  passing  through  a  charm- 
ing country  abounding  in  fruit  and  grain.  Proceeding 
to  Cholula,  and  leaving  Tlascala  four  leagues  to  their 
left,  the  party  arrived  safely  at  Mexico  on  the  eighth 
day,  havmg  seen  snow-capped  mountains,  and  a  vol- 
cano in  a  state  of  eruption.    The  distance  travelled  as 

"Inhabited  by  negroes.  Eilrail  (Tune  Lttlrt,  MS.,  1-4. 

'*  I'adre  NavsrreCe  made  the  journey  from  Vera  Cruz  to  the  capital  in 
184Q  and  saya:  'Ws  paas'd  througli  places  lEifeited  with  inoB(|uito'B  or 
gmttB. .  .but  met  not  with  those  ancouth  roods,  or  mighty  cold,  which  others 
«'ho  travelled  the  same  way  the  next  year  so  mightily  ma^ified. '  ChurehilC* 
Vol.  Fotf,,  1.208. 
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ordered  a  mail  vessel  to  be  despatched  every  four 
months  to  Spain,  touching  at  Habana  to  take  on 
board  Cuban  correspondence.**  From  this  time  knav- 
ish mismanagement  kept  pace  with  the  increase  of 
public  requirement  and  yielded  corresponding  profits. 
The  eyes  of  viceroys,  both  good  and  bad,  were  not 
closed  to  this  state  of  affairs,  and  in  1765  the  crown 
assumed  the  administration  of  the  mail  service,*^  and 
greatly  increased  its  facilities.*® 

Having  presented  a  general  sketch  of  the  external 
commerce  of  New  Spain,  it  remains  to  give  some 
account  of  the  methods  of  conducting  internal  traflSc. 
Trade  in  the  interior  was  facilitated  by  the  establish- 
ment of  fairs  held  at  certain  seasons  of  the  year  at 
various  trading  centres.  Notable  among  these  assem- 
blages for  the  purposes  of  traflSc  were  the  fairs  held 
at  Acapulco,  Jalapa,  and  San  Juan  de  los  Lagos.*^ 
Activity  in  trade  was  and  still  is  greatly  stimulated 

^'Tbese  despatch  boats  were  small  Teasels  which  had  no  connection  with 
the  annual  fleets,  and  were  called  *  avisos.'  Such  barks  sailed  to  and  from 
the  Peninsula  before  the  system  of  fleets  was  established  and  were  allowed  to 
carry  a  small  quantity  of  merchandise.  At  first  they  were  only  despatched 
biennally,  but  ultimately  every  month,  'debiendo  arrojarla' — i.  e.  the  corre- 
spondence— 'al  agualuego  que  apareciera  un  peligro.'  Id.,  99,  203-4;  Lerdo 
de  Tejada,  ApunL  Hist,,  no.  v.  301-2. 

"Decrees  were  issued  on  the  27th  of  November  and  the  21^tof  Decem- 
ber, and  put  in  force  on  the  1st  of  July  1766.  Mex,y  VandoSt  in  CedulariOy  i. 
no.  i.  155--6.  In  the  year  1765  the  receipts  of  the  post-office  were  121, 179} 
reales  de  plata,  the  expenses  being  64,460  reales,  leaving  net  proceeds  56,7 19j 
realesor  7,090  pesos.  Soc,  Mex.  Geog.,  2a  ep.  iii.  45.  A  list  of  postal  towns 
and  their  distances  will  be  found  in  Id,,  L  788-94.  Times  of  departure  and 
arrival  in  iftt/Ti.7rt  y  O.  CaUnd,,  143-6. 

^Till  late  in  the  eighteenth  century  the  arrival  of  the  mail  from  Spain  was 
the  occasion  of  rejoicing  and  celebration.  The  church  bells  were  rung,  *cnyo 
estruendo  es  tan  grande  y  molesto,  que  es  mcnester  hablar  &  voces  para  en- 
tenderse.'  On  the  following  day  the  viceroy  and  audiencia  attended  mass 
and  oflered  thanksgiving  in  the  cathedral.  JNot  even  the  news  of  a  Spanish 
monarch's  death  interrupted  the  ringing  of  the  bells:  *y  concluido  este,  se 
empieza  &  tocar  d  muerto.'  EstcUla.,  xxvi.  297.  Mailcarriers  were  infected 
with  the  prevailing  weakness,  and  among  other  fraudulent  practices  were 
addicted  to  smuggling.  They  were  prohibited  from  carrying  packages  or 
freight.  Itevitla  Gif/edOf  Bandosy  nos.  IxL  and  Ixxi. 

**  The  latter  fair  had  a  religious  origin.  Midtitudes  of  pilgrims  from  the 
year  1623  annually  visited  the  town  in  order  to  venerate  an  imace  of  the  vir- 
gin. This  attracted  merchants  and  traders.  In  1797  Carlos  I  v.  appointed 
the  fair  to  be  held  during  the  first  15  days  of  December.  It  is  estimated  that 
100,000  persons  collected  from  all  parts  of  Mexico  at  this  time.  Soc,  Mex, 
Oeoj,,  vi.  310-11;  Dispoaic,  Var,,  L  40,  52;  Gaz,  Mex,,  x.  230. 
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by  the  irregularity  of  the  maize  crops,  and  consequent 
exchange  of  productions  in  different  provinces,  the 
prices  of  maize  often  varying  in  neighboring  districts 
in  the  proportion  of  nine  to  twenty-two.*^  In  certain 
parts  the  consumption  of  commodities  at  the  mines 
was  the  main  support  of  commerce."  In  every  town 
a  daily  market  was  held  in  the  public  square ;  and  in 
the  capital  itself,  besides  the  general  one  in  the  plaza 
del  Volador,  there  were  various  others  assigned  for  the 
sale  of  special  articles,  such  as  that  in  the  plaza  de 
Jesus,  where  building  materials  only  were  sold,  the 
plaza  de  la  Paja  or  hay-market,  and  the  alh6ndiga 
where  grain  and  flour  were  sold.^^  Notable  also  was 
the  baratillo,  a  place  where  second-hand  goods  were 
bought  and  sold,  and  which  was  the  thieves'  empo- 
rium, since  stolen  articles  could  always  be  disposed 
of  in  that  mart. 

The  great  commercial  gatherings  at  the  fairs  were, 
however,  the  events  which  marked  the  activity  de- 
veloped at  the  different  centers  of  periodical  trading. 
Wherever  a  fair  was  held,  thither  thronged  the  mer- 
chant with  silks  and  foreign  staples,  the  petty  dealer 
and  huckster,  the  gambler,  and  the  thief.  The  day 
was  passed  in  close  dealing  and  cheating,  and  the 
night  in  gambling,  fandangos,  and  carousal,  the  assas- 

*«  Tlumholdt,  Essai  PolU.,  ii.  689. 

^  Humboldt  mentions  a  curious  system  of  traffic  with  the  wild  Indians  la 
the  north.  The  natives  were  accustomed  to  place  small  crosses  on  the  road 
from  Chihuahua  to  Santa  F^.  A  piece  of  deer-meat  in  a  leathern  bo^  was 
Imn^  on  a  cross,  and  a  buf^lo  hide  spread  at  its  foot.  This  indicatea  that 
the  Indians  wished  to  trade  with  the  worshippers  of  the  cross,  and  ofifered 
skins  for  provisions.  The  soldiers  of  the  presidios  took  the  hides  and  left 
salt  meat  in  payment.  This  barter  was  carried  on  without  the  parties  seeing 
each  other:  *un  syst^me  de  commerce  qui  indique  un  melange  extraordinaire 
de  bonne  foi  et  de  m^fiance.'  Easai  Polit.,  i.  3(H-5. 

^^  The  regulations  by  which  these  markets  in  the  capital  were  conducted 
were  strict.  Producers  could  sell  their  articles  only  in  the  respective 
places  of  sale.  Wholesale  business  was  carried  on  by  auction,  Tinaer  the 
direction  of  a  corregidor.  All  cereals  had  to  be  delivered  and  sold  at  the 
alh6ndica,  or  corn-market.  Retail  shopkeepers  could  sell  provisions  of  every 
kind.  Prices  in  some  instances  were  regulated  by  law,  as  those  of  poultry. 
MorUemayor^  Svmario,  iii  3-8,  43-4,  56-9;  Becop.  de  Ind.,  ii.  48-53.  Over 
the  markets  a  juez  de  plaza  presideid,  who  daily  attended  office  in  the  plaza 
del  Volador  and  verbally  decide  disputes.  In  cases  of  rascality  the  culprits 
were  sent  by  him  to  prison  to  be  tried.  Bevilla  Gigedo,  Bandos,  iL  no.  xv.  30. 
Hist.  Mkx.,  Tol.  m.    U 


812  COMMERCE. 

sin's  knife  being  thruat  ever  and  auoD  between  a  vic- 
tim's shoulder-blades.  At  these  fairs  a  great  pro- 
portion of  the  commerce  of  the  country  was  carried 
on.  Cacao,  cochineal,  indigo,  sugar,  flour,  sarsaparilia, 
vanilla,  tanned  hides,  jalap,  soap,  dye-woods,  and  pep- 
pers brought  thither  were  purchased  by  exporting 
merchants,  and  conveyed  by  long  trains  of  pack-mulea 
to  Vera  Cruz  for  shipment  to  Spain.  In  turn  these 
traders  sold  their  own  commodities  at  a  profit  that 
would  stagger  the  merchants  of  modem  days.  Gaudy 
linen  and  cotton  goods,  wines  and  oil,  cheap  trinkets, 
and  trumpery  were  disposed  of  at  enormous  prices. 
The  Indian  and  the  country  Spaniard  alike  paid  exor- 
bitant rates,  whether  the  purchase  consisted  of  a  string 
of  glass  beads,  or  of  an  expensive  costume. 

It  was  late  before  Spain  recognized  that  restrictions 
on  commerce  did  not  conduce  to  either  her  own  pros- 
perity or  to  that  of  her  colonies.  In  17G5  the  crown 
relaxed  somewhat  the  prohibitions,  and  opened  a 
number  of  ports  in  Spain  to  trade  with  certain 
colonies,"  and  in  1778  extended  the  privilege  to  all 
the  Indies."  These  liberal  measures  of  CArlos  III. 
gave  a  great  impulse  to  commerce ;  the  port  of  Cam- 
peche  and  others  were  opened  to  trade,*^  the  system 
of  the  fleets  was  forever  abolished,"  and  in  1799, 
owing  to  the  war  between  Spain  and  England,  neutral 
vessels  were  allowed  to  trade  directly  between  the 
Peninsula  and  the  colonies.'^    Meanwhile  the  system 


ConiDA,  and  Guijon,  'aboliendo  Ids  derechoa  de  poJmeo,  tooeladea,  extntn- 
geria,  BetziitiiLrio  de  S.  Telmo,  Tiaitaa,  li&biliUcioo«a,  j  licenciu.'  Aiaunez, 
ittm.  Hiet.  Com.,  36-7- 

**  The  additional  porta  ot  Almeria.  Alfaqnea  do  Torto»,  Palma  in  Majorca, 
and  Santa  Cruz  in  the  island  of  lenerife  were  opened.  Id.,  37;  Lrrdo  de 
Tfjada,  Comer.  Eiter.,  19-20.  This  famous  act  of  Cftrloa  lU.  VM  iwaed  on 
the  12th  of  October,  1778,  and  was  styled  Ikd'Ordtnanxai  pragnuUica  del 
tomtrcio  litre. '  Ibid, 

"CiMT.  Here.  E»p.  Ind.,  xL  6. 

^The  last  fieet  soiled  from  Spain  in  the  year  1776,  and  left  Tern  Cnu  on 
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of  insurance  developed  and  several  companies  were 
formed.  Mercantile  adventures  were  covered  by  in- 
surance policies  at  an  early  date,  and  Philip  II.  in 
the  years  1556,  1587,  and  1588  issued  a  number 
of  laws  regulating  such  transactions  and  the  action 
of  underwriters.  This  business,  however,  was  con- 
fined to  Spanish  shippers  and  insurers,  the  policies 
issued  by  the  latter  being  subject  to  the  approval  of 
the  consulado  in  Seville.^  But  the  stimulus  given 
to  commerce  by  the  removal  of  restrictions  in  1778 
induced  the  merchants  of  Vera  Cruz  to  establish  a 
marine  insurance  company  in  1789,*®  which  was  to 
last  for  five  years,  and  agam  in  1802  a  second  one  was 
formed  on  a  larger  scale,  thus  indicating  the  increase 
in  commercial  operations.<^  ^  ^ 

In  1781  the  conde  de  Cabarrus,  who  enjoyed  a  high 
reputation  in  matters  of  finance,  addressed  a  memorial 
to  the  king  of  Spain  advocating  the  establishment  of 
a  national  bank.  The  proposal  being  supported  by 
the  minister  Jovellanos,  the  king  by  cddula  of  the 
26th  of  June  1782  authorized  the  creation  of  a  joint 
stock  banking  company  with  the  title  of  Banco  de  San 
Cdrlos.  The  number  of  shares  was  fixed  at  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand,  open  to  all  purchasers,  and 
the  capital  at  fifteen  million  pesos  fuertes.** 

On  the  18th  of  June  1783  subscriptions  were  opened 

and  again  nanted  from  1805  to  1809,  when  it  was  withdrawn  by  c^dah^  of 
the  1 7  th  of  May  and  27 th  of  July.  Concessions  were,  however,  granted  to  cer- 
tain merchants  allowing  them  to  introduce  into  colonial  ports  goods  proceedinff 
directly  from  foreign  ports.  The  mercantile  monopoly  of  Vera  Gruz  received 
its  final  blow  in  1820,  when  a  nnmber  of  ports  on  both  the  Atlantic  and 
Pacific  shores  of  New  Spain  were  opened  to  foreign  trade.  Lerdo  de  Tejada^ 
Comer,  Ester, ^  20-1.  Consult,  also,  Rerjlamtnto  y  Aranceles  Recdes,  (fomer, 
Libre f  1-262;  Ordenes  de  la  Corona,  MS.,  iii.  45-8,  and  vL  82-6;  Azanz€i^ 
Irutruc.,  MS.,  141-57. 

^Hecop,  de  Jnd.,  in,  474-90.  In  1773  a  royal  c^nla  was  issned  correct- 
ing various  abuses  prevailing  in  the  insurance  business.  jRe$cripto$  Reaiea 
Edes.,  MS.,  23-6. 

»  With  a  capital  of  $230,000  divided  into  46  shares  at  $5,000  each.  Lerdo 
de  Tyada,  Aptmt,  Hist,,  v.  311. 

^  The  capital  of  the  second  company  was  400,000  pesos  fnertes  divided  into 
80  shares,  58  of  which  were  immediately  taken  up  by  merchants  of  Vera  Cruz. 
A  list  of  the  shareholders  and  a  copy  of  the  by-laws  will  be  found  in  Qoa, 
Mex,  (1802-3),  xi.  97-101. 

^^Recdea  Ordenes,  iv.  1-56. 
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in  Mexico  by  decree  of  the  viceroy,  and  not  only  were 
private  individuals  solicited  to  purchase  shares,  but 
even  the  municipalities  of  Indian  towns  and  vil- 
lages.** The  consequence  was  that  a  large  number 
of  shares  was  sold,  the  people  and  municipalities  in 
different  parts  of  New  Spain  alone  purchasing  nearly 
one  hundred  and  fifteen  thousand  pesos'  worth  of  the 
scrip.®  It  turned  out  to  be  only  a  commercial  bubble, 
however,  which  floated  for  a  time,  when  finally  there 
came  a  crash  which  brought  ruin  to  thousands. 

Nevertheless,  in  spite  of  occasional  disastrous  spec- 
ulations the  commerce  of  New  Spain  expanded  ac- 
tively and  surely  under  the  more  liberal  system. 
Statistics  of  the  earlier  trading  operations  are  want- 
ing, but  a  fair  estimate  of  the  impulse  given  to  com- 
merce by  the  so-called  free  trading  laws  may  be 
gathered  from  documents  which  supply  us  with  the 
tonnage  of  the  fleets  which  arrived  at  Vera  Cruz  dur- 
ing the  eighteenth  century.  During  the  period  from 
1706  to  1776  this  varied  from  1,202  to  8,492  tons,^ 
and  the  value  of  return  cargoes  from  ten  million  pesos 
to  more  than  twenty-seven  million  in  bullion  and  pro- 
ductions. Again  between  1728  and  1739  not  more 
than  one  hundred  and  sixty-four  vessels,  besides  fifty- 
eight  which  composed  the  three  fleets  that  visited 
New  Spain  during  those  twelve  years,  entered  the 
port  of  Vera  Cruz,  whereas  during  the  period  from 
1784  to  1795  no  less  than  1,142  ships  arrived  from 
the  different  ports  opened  in  the  Peninsula  and  the 
colonies.^  According  to  the  calculations  of  Hum- 
boldt, the  total  amount  of  bullion  exported  during  the 

•'  *Qneriendo  S.  M.  que  este  beneficio  comprehenda  no  solo  &  los  Particu- 
lares,  sino  tambien  &  los  Cuerpos  de  Oiudades,  Villas  y  Pueblos,  ha  expedido 
8u  Real  penniso  para  que  estos  se  interesen  con  sus  haberes  propios  y  comunes.' 
Disposic,  Varias,  iii.  i.  97. 

^Oaz.  Mex.f  ii  235-6  et  seq. 

^The  fleet  corresponding  with  the  latter  figures  sailed  in  1760  commanded 
by  Carlos  Reggio.  It  took  back  a  return  cargo  in  precious  metals  and  pro- 
ductions of  the  country  to  the  amount  of  $9,811,245,  of  which  $7,459,803 
belonged  to  private  individuals,  and  the  balance  to  the  king.  Lerdo  de  Te* 
jada.  Comer.  Ester,  y  doc.  nos.  2,  3. 

»/c/.,  doc  nos.  12,  13. 
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thirteen  years  from  1779  to  1791  amounted  to  $224,- 
052,025,  while  in  the  preceding  thirteen  years  it  was 
only  8155,160, 564.*' 

But  a  trying  period  of  intestine  strife  awaited  the 
colony  of  New  Spain,  and  during  the  death  struggle 
for  release  from  the  fetters  with  which  she  had  heen 
shackled  for  three  centuries  by  the  mother  country, 
commerce  again  declined,  until  independence  gave 
to  Mexico  free  action  and  insured  corresponding 
progress. 

During  Qte  earlier  period  of  tba  commercial  bistoiy  of  New  Spun,  Btatia- 
ticB  showing  the  actaal  amount  of  trade  carried  on  are  meagre;  of  ita  limita- 
tions, however,  a  correct  idea  can  be  obtained  from  multitudinous  rojal 
c^dulaa  tind  ordinances  which  exhibit  thoroughly  Spain's  policy.  The  cor- 
respondence  of  viceroys  also  affords  considerable  information  as  to  the  fluctu- 
ating ciHidition  of  trade  and  the  prosperity  of  the  country.  Still  more 
valuable  in  this  respect  are  the  reporta  of  such  rulers  to  their  successors, 
among  which  especial  mention  may  be  made  of  ifaneera,  Iiutlituxion,  in  Doc. 
Inid.,  xxi. )  Linara,  IiulnKcion,  MS.,  and  Serilla  Oigedo,  Inatniccion  Kf^rr- 
vada.  This  last  work  exhibits  not  only  close  observation  on  the  author's 
part,  but  a  more  liberal  tendency  tlian  might  be  expected  in  a  viceroy  of  New 
Spain;  for  though  he  was  somewhat  biassed  by  the  spirit  of  the  government 
at  that  time,  bis  views  wore  singularly  correct,  and  his  administration  just. 
The  Iiiitruccion  Reiervada  was  not  published  in  Mexico  before  1S31.  It  sup- 
plies in  3o3  pages  a  complete  account  of  every  branch  oE  the  government,  and 
was  deemed  so  important  that  iu  the  following  year  the  supreme  government 
ordered  the  publication  of  an  index  to  it,  which,  however,  not  being  alpha- 
betically arranged,  is  of  little  service.  Probably  the  most  valuable  contribn- 
tion  to  ill  forma  tioQ  on  commerce  ia  Linage's  JVbrte  dt  la  contralaeion,  in  two 
books  of  290  and  264  pages  respectively,  pablished  in  Seville  in  1672,  a  work 
which  describes  fully  the  laws,  castoms,  aud  practices  which  pertained  to 
b^a  l>etween  Spain  aud  her  American  colonies.  Joseph  do  Veitia  Linage 
was  a  knight  of  the  order  of  Santiago,  a  member  of  the  king's  council,  and 
treasurer  and  juez  oflcial  of  the  casa  de  contratacion.  He  was  thus  fully 
competent  to  compile  a  work  which  for  completeness  can  challenge  any  pre- 
ceding publication  of  the  kind.  Not  only  does  it  inclnde  information  upon 
commerce,  but  much  relating  to  the  revenne  and  assaying  deportments. 
The  author  in  faia  preface  informs  his  readers  of  the  sources  from  whicli  be 
made  Ids  compilation  and  drew  his  resnlts.  Naturally  they  were  principally 
official  documents,  including  royal  cedulas  and  instructions,  the  correspond- 
ence of  oiBoers  of  the  crown,  the  memben  of  the  council  of  the  Indies  and  of 
the  caaa  de  contratacion.  But  lieaide*  tbeM  antiiorities  he  did  not  omit  to 
consult  tike  historians  of  hia  time. 
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With  regard  to  the  title  of  the  book  he  alleges  reasoiiB  for  his  selection  of 
it.   As  mariners  direct  their  coarse  across  the  ocean  by  observing  the  polar 
star,  so  may  his  readers,  he  hopes,  be  guided  through  the  intricacies  of  com- 
merce by  the  perusal  of  his  work;  and  as  the  needle  by  pointing  to  the  same 
quarter  instructs  the  mariner,  so  may  his  book  instruct  the  readers  of  it.    The 
edition  contains  a  curious  wood-cut  frontispiece  representing  in  the  upper  por- 
tion *D.  Ferdinandus  &  Elisabet*  enthroned  on  the  left,  and  *D.  Carolns  II. 
&  Regina  Mater*  on  the  right,  supported  by  two  columns  on  either  side.    In 
niches  between  the  pairs  of  columns  are  full-length  figures  of  'Colon'  and 
'Cort^.*    A  representation  of  the  ocean  with  galleons  sailing  on  it  occupies 
the  center.     Numerous  scrolls  with  Latin  inscriptions  are  scattered  on  the 
wood-cut     In  1702  this  work  was  *Made  English  by  Capt.  John  Stevens,' 
who  added  '  Two  Compleat  Lists:  One  of  the  Goods  Transported  out  of  Europe 
to  the  Spanish  West-Indies,  the  other  of  commodities  brought  from  those 
Parts  into  Europe,*   A  comprehensive  history  of  the  Philippine  trade  is  to  be 
found  in  Extraclo  Historial  Del  Expedienle  Que  Pende  En  El  Consejo  Real,  T 
Supremo  De  Las  Indian,  A  Instanda  De  La  Ciudad  De  Manila,  T  Demds  Dt 
La>s  Islcifi  Philipinas,  published  in  Madrid  by  order  of  the  king  in  1736,  and 
containing  324  folios.   This  work  comprLses  a  large  number  of  royal  and  other 
official  documents,  from  early  times,  bearing  upon  commerce  between  the  Phil- 
ippine Islands  and  China  and  New  Spain.    The  injury  done  to  Spanish  com- 
merce by  the  introduction  of  Chinese  silk  fabrics  into  Acapulco,  is  especially 
entered  into,  and  the  restrictions  which  were  imposed  upon  such  articles  in- 
duced the  king,  on  the  representations  of  Manila  merchants,  to  cause  a  com- 
plete investigation  to  be  made.    Among  modem  authorities  on  the  commerce 
of  New  Spain,  Lerdo  de  Tejada  may  be  mentioned  as  one  conspicuous  for  re- 
search and  with  a  correct  judgment  of  causes  and  effects.     His  Apuntea  HiS" 
toricos  De  La  Herdica  Ciudad  de  V era-Cruz  was  published  in  Mexico  in  1850, 
and  besides  furnishing  a  general  review  of  commerce  from  the  conquest  until 
after  the  independence,  contains  a  historical  sketch  of  events  from  the  history 
of  Columbus,  and  a  description  of  Vera  Cruz  and  the  port  of  San  Juan  de 
Uliia.     In  1853  Lerdo  de  Tejada  published  another  work  on  Mexico,  entitled 
Commerdo  Esterior  de  Mexico,  which  contains  tabular  forms  exhibiting  the 
number  of  vessels  entering  Mexican  ports  during  the  period  from  1728  to 
1795,  besides  other  information.    The  writings  of  this  author  are  an  import- 
ant addition  to  the  literature  of  Mexico. 

The  researches  of  Humboldt  which  embrace  commercial  matters  may  be 
considered  defective  and  occasionally  inaccurate.  Embracing  in  his  calcula- 
tions the  commerce  of  all  the  Spanish  American  colonies,  and  basing  them 
more  particularly  upon  the  exports  of  the  precious  metals,  his  deductions  are 
too  general  to  afford  information  in  detail  relative  to  the  earlier  trade  of  New 
Spain.  From  the  conmiencement  of  free  trade,  however,  he  has  made  valua- 
ble calculations  and  supplied  figures  setting  forth  the  values  of  exports  and 
imports,  with  comparative  tables  exhibiting  the  increase  of  commerce  since 
the  removal  of  the  restrictions.  Essai  Polit.,  iL  733-8.  In  his  description  of 
the  highways  and  roads  of  Mexico  he  shows  excellent  observation  and  sup- 
plies good  suggestions  for  improvement. 

Correo  Mercantil  de  Espafla  y  sus  Indias,  Madrid,  1792-4,  in  4  vols. 
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This  work  is  a  commercial  monthly  periodical,  and  contains  information 
upon  the  commerce  of  Spain  and  her  western  colonies,  together  with  the  con- 
dition of  her  trade  with  the  principal  cities  of  Europe.  Prices-current,  rates 
of  exchange,  and  shipping  business  appear  regularly  in  the  volumes.  The 
most  important  information  which  it  affords  with  regard  to  Mexico  is  that 
relating  to  the  freedom  of  the  ports,  and  the  shipping  business  at  Vera  Cruz. 
Mention  is  also  made  of  the  agricultural  condition  of  various  parts  of  the 
country,  and  of  the  culture  of  certain  valuable  productions.  The  rapid 
development  of  commerce  had  opened  a  new  literary  field  which  demanded 
a  special  treatment  not  unworthy  of  the  highest  order  of  ability.  Bishop 
Huet  had  in  common  with  other  learned  investigators  given  a  dissertation 
on  the  trade  of  the.  ancients,  in  which  the  middle  ages  found  an  exxwnent 
in  loannis  Angelii  a  Werdenhagen  de  JRebuspublicU  Ilanseaticis  TractcUua; 
but  these  failed  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  practical  merchant.  The  well 
arranged  maritime  history  of  Morisot  was  more  to  his  taste,  but  it  was 
insufficient,  and  had  to  yield  to  Richard^  TrcUU  06niraX  du  Commerce,  A 
still  more  practical  work,  and  the  most  valuable  so  far  issued,  is  ^n  HU' 
toricai  and  Chronological  Deduction  of  the  Origin  of  Commerce^  London,  1764, 
2  vols,  4to,  by  Adam  Anderson,  a  clerk  of  the  South  Sea  Company  for  above 
forty  years.  Its  success  caused  the  issue  of  a  new  edition  in  17S7,  enlarged 
to  four  volumes  quarto,  republished  in  1801.  Beginning  with  the  earliest 
records  of  the  Jews  and  Greeks,  the  development  of  industrial  arts  and 
sciences  is  reviewed  in  connection  with  trade,  migration,  and  colonization, 
at  first  by  centuries,  but  soon  year  by  year.  Legisktive  measures,  finance, 
treaties,  naval  operations,  and  other  projects  affecting  trade  are  also  in- 
cluded. The  first  volume  closes  with  the  fifteenth  century;  the  second  "Hnth 
the  seventeenth;  the  third  with  1762;  the  latter  containing  to  a  great  extent 
the  personal  observations  of  the  author  while  connected  with  mercantile 
affairs.  The  fourth  volume  is  a  continuation  by  the  publishers  for  the  period 
1762-88,  bristling  with  details  and  statistics.  The  work  is  evidently  the 
result  of  years  of  labor,  and  research  into  obscure  as  well  as  standard 
authorities.  The  earlier  period  indicates  less  judgment  and  completeness, 
but  afterward  it  improves  greatly,  and  shows  more  originality.  The  want  of 
critical  skill  is  a  serious  fault,  and  objections  may  be  made  to  the  abundance 
of  statistical  and  unessential  details  in  the  text,  and  to  the  compilatory  form, 
combined  with  a  stilted,  prosy  style.  England  is  of  course  the  main  object 
of  the  work,  particularly  in  the  later  portions,  wherein  the  spirit  of  national 
prejudice  becomes  rather  glaring. 

The  success  of  Anderson's  work,  perhaps,  rather  than  its  faults,  induced 
David  Macpherson  in  1805  to  issue  the  Annals  of  Commerce,  Manufactures, 
Fisheries,  and  Navigation,  4  vols,  4to,  wherein  he  claims  to  present  a  complete 
revision  of  the  former.  He  recognizes  the  care  bestowed  by  Anderson  upon 
the  period  after  the  discovery  of  America,  and  presumes  only  to  prune  it  of 
eambrons  details  and  odd  words,  adding  his  own  comments  in  notes ;  but  the 
earlier  period  he  found  it  necessary  to  rewrite.  Somewhat  over  two  volumes 
are  devoted  to  the  revision,  and  the  remainder  to  a  history  of  the  last  forty 
years,  formed  entirely  by  himself  from  official  papers  and  public  reports,  and 
ignoring  altogether  the  continuation  by  the  publishers  of  the  original  work. 
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portions  of  America,  particularly  in  the  West  Indies  and  the  United  States. 
In  the  nineteenth  livre,  forming  volume  X,  Baynal  concludes  his  own  writing 
with  a  review  of  the  development  of  institutions,  moral  and  social,  political 
and  industrial,  in  both  hemispheres,  and  their  influence  upon  culture. 

The  departure  implied  in  this  work  had  more  than  a  literary  significance; 
it  meant  a  warfare  against  social  intolerance;  and  this  required  courage,  par- 
ticularly m  a  man  moving  in  the  supercilious,  frivolous  circles  open  to  Ray- 
naL  It  required  also  ability  to  face  the  learned  hosts  before  him;  and  it 
demanded  both  qualities  to  undertake  researches  for  so  varied  a  field.  The 
result  was  manifested  alike  by  the  applause  of  philosophers  and  practical  men, 
and  by  the  condemnation  of  the  church  and  the  government,  which  forced  him 
into  exile.  An  acknowledgment  of  its  beauties  was  conveyed  in  the  very 
charge  that  Diderot's  hand  was  manifest  therein;  but  there  is  no  doubt  that, 
whatever  the  work  may  owe  to  his  advice,  the  elaboration  is  entirely  by 
Baynal.  It  exhibits  a  not  uneven  form,  and  a  sustained  nobility  of  thought 
and  style,  which  is  never  obscure,  and  always  attractive.  When  principles, 
when  human  rights  are  the  theme,  then  alone  he  breaks  somewhat  the  bounds 
of  cahn  review,  and  rising  into  the  dramatic  he  discloses  the  Voltairian  influ- 
ence which  has  encompassed  him,  and  shows  himself  the  champion  also  of  the 
negro  slave. 

Trained  a  Jesuit  and  later  made  an  abb^  Raynal  had  amid  his  multifarious 
studies  imbibed  the  teachings  of  Montaigne  and  Bayle.  Becoming  a  writer 
from  choice  as  much  as  from  necessity,  he  at  once  attracted  the  attention 
of  critics  by  the  Histoire  du  StcUhoud&rat,  wherein  he  rose  as  one  of  the 
first  to  combat  the  prejudice  of  the  age  against  trade  as  a  profession,  to 
point  out  its  glories  in  the  Queen  of  the  Adriatic,  in  the  Medici  family, 
and  to  demonstrate  its  influence  and  power  in  Holland,  in  raising  a  down- 
tnxlden  people  to  a  leading  nation,  while  for  England  it  was  about  to 
create  empires.  The  researches  for  this  subject,  and  the  duties  in  editing  for 
Le  Mercurey  chained  him  more  and  more  to  commercial  interests,  while  the 
companionship  of  Rousseau  and  kindred  spirits  raised  him  above  the  rank  of 
mere  narrator,  and  instilled  a  philosophic  spirit  which  soon  evolved  the 
Histoire  Philosophique,  Before  fleeing  from  Paris  to  Genoa  he  had  three 
copies  of  it  printed,  to  be  submitted  to  friends  and  critics  for  suggestions  and 
improvements.  The  perfecting  process  occupied  him  after  its  publication  till 
his  death  in  1796,  at  the  age  of  about  83.  England  showed  her  appreciation 
of  the  work  by  a  translation,  in  1783,  which  was  several  tim^  republished. 
Rayn&l  left  among  other  notes  a  Histoire  PhUosophiquey  etc.,  des  ^tablissements 
dans  VAfrique  Septeutrionale,  which  Penchet  enlarged  and  issued  in  1826,  in 
2  vols.  8vo;  and  which  should  form  a  part  of  the  greater  work. 

A  fuller  Ust  of  authorities  consulted  are  the  following:  Ordenes  de  la 
Corona,  MS.,  iii.  45-8;  vi.  34,  64-5,  79-85;  Cedulario,  MS.,  i.  155-6, 
246-8;  iu.  62-3,  176;  Cogollvdo,  Hvit.  Yuc,,  648-51;  Calle,  Mem,  y  Not., 
36-8, 160-1,  183;  Az'inTa,  Ynstruccion,  MS.,  71-5, 112-14,  141-57;  Villa-Senor, 
Theatro,  i.  49-50;  RevUla  OUjedo,  Instruc,  MS.,  i.  119-44.  321-64;  ii.  354-60, 
486-7;  Id.,  Bandos,  nos.  xv.  xix.  xli.-lxxL;  Pvga,  Cedulario,  10,  113-14, 
175-6,  195-6;  Vireyes  deMex.,  Instruc.,  MS.,  5;  Monumentos  Domin.  Esp., 
MS.,  92.  107-8;  ConcUio  Prov.  Mex.,  MS.,  L  108-17,  341-60;  Providemias 
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Sealft,  MS.,  30-49,  80,  102-6,  212-14,  244-7,  288-00;  PiKh«co  and  Cdrdmai, 
Col.  Doc.,  T.  421;  vi.  298-314,343;  xii.  142-51;  xiU.  200-1;  MraUt  Ordeiut, 
iii.  73-432;  iv.  1-50,  377-0;  \-i.  88-116;  viU.  lBO-1,  205-328;  x.  315-10; 
Panef,  £'K«Minn  V.  Cruz,  MS.,  211-01;  Ejidot  d«  iltrico.  MS,,  78;  Cot.  Doe. 
laid.,  xxi.  407-9,  4SS-9,  602-4;  BnuKiforte,  Inttnic,  MS.,  0-10;  Lmara, 
Jnitrnc,  MS.,  8-12;  Philipituu,  Exlo.  Hut.  Comer.,  15-29,  123-328;  Fayno, 
Jifnlcu  Qeneralet,  pp.  ™.-i.  206-311;  Reeop.  de  Indiat,  i.  ii.  iii.,  pBsBiin; 
Reala,  Cidala*,  MS.,  i.  83-8,  100,  172;  iL  44-50,  123-30;  OvUdo,  HUL  Git.. 
iu.  65f!;  Moniemayor,  Svmarios,  35.  125-40;  Vmarrod,  Jufta  Iteptdaa,  M3., 
l-216i  Certijkacion  dt  Itu  Mrrceda,  M3.,  80-1;  Cancelada,  Iluina  de  2f. 
Eap.,  14,  paasim;  Soblet,  ZHario,  i.  ii.,  passim;  America,  Dencrip.,  MS.,  141- 
206,  182-3;  Ternaux-Compaat,  s^rie  L  tora.  x.  401-70;  eirio  ii.  tora.  v.  191-2, 
237-44,  329;  Ouijo,  i.,  pueim;  8oc.  Afex.  Q^og.,  Bolttm,  iL  17,  23-31;  iiL 
325-38;  i».  18;  ii.  89;  Id.,  3ra  ep.  L  234-5,  788-94;  Rivtra,  HisC.  Jalapa,  L 
144,  184-6;  Id.,  Oobfrttatilea  deMex.,  i.  09,  137,  110,  paemm;  Oaz.  Mex.,i. 
ii  iiL,paaaiin;  iv.  410,  428-0;  v.  I0etioq,;Ti,  pa««im;  it,  10-42,  101-300; 
X.  125,  354-78;  xi.  39,  97  et  tea.;  lii.-xiv.,  passim;  Dinpoiicione*  Vdriat, 
MS.,  i.  18-40,  77;  ii.  1-4;  iii.  42-5,  07;  Antviirz.  Mem.  Comercio,  21-27,  30- 
330;  Mayer'i  Hex.  Azlee.  230,  240-50,  280-74;  it  08;  Correo  Mere.  Erp.,  L 
60-1;  ii.  0,  15,  96-7,  143-4;  iiL  6,  11-12,  35-7;  iv,  332-3,  445.  598,  621-2; 
BrUna,  Recap.,  i.  Ill  at  »eq.;  iL  G4,  71-80,  153-62;  NoticioM  Otn.,  11  Nov. 
1817,  2-3;  Lerdo  dt  Tejada,  Comerno  Eat.,  12-15,  pamim;  SoiicAst,  Pneb. 
Baarad.  Prof.,  41-63;  Barbaehano.  Mem.  Cnmp.,  12-13;  Ward'i  Mex.,  i.  63, 
130-32;  ii.  10.  15,  49;  ArrUlaoa,  Beeop.  1SS9,  378-428,  534-92;  Id.,  Iriforme, 
12;  2anu)ra,  BA.  Leg.  VH.,  U.  432,  628-33;  v.  21-35,  306-13,  394;  Ccdvo, 
.Jnn<ilM//M.,L  131;ii.  205-9;  OroKo  y  Berra,Cartog.Mex.,\&0-\;  Viagmt 
Vnivertal,  xxviL  6,  67,  200-12,  243-6;  ScUmoa'i  Modem  HUt.,  iiL  216-19; 
Wapp,  Mex.  and  Cent.  Am.,  95-116;  Wra  Indie*.  Otog.  and  Hint.,  136-7; 
Pil-e'i  Exfioratory  Trav.,  375-6;  Ortrz,  Yradu  Mex.,  376-7;  Id.,  Rtsumm 
E-Utd.,  79-W;  Waltan'i  Spanish  Coloniee,  ii  174;  Id.,  Ezpoti,  428;  Diaria 
Mex.,  i.  19-20,  40,  250-1,  348;  ii.  09-100;  iv.  130,  210,  275-87;  v.  1-2,  214, 
274-86;  ri.  344;  vii.  87-94.  202;  viii  40.  136,  531-3;  i.  624;  iL  647-50;  xii 
48.1;  Mex.  Lrgid.  Mel,  1851,  231-4;  iSpojii-A  Empire  in  Am.,  118-26,  279- 
Z06;  Alamaa.  IJiU.  Mej.,  i.  28  et  seq.;  iu.  32-38;  WiUie,  Nolieia  H<m:. ,  2, 
9-19:  Corm.  Diario  Exp.  ISSO,  i.  346;  iii.  0,  11-12;  iv.  291;  Mflodo  para 
deepachar  Oalron  Felipinoi,  i.  259;  Pap.  Var.,  XxxL  3;  ii.  3;  clxiv.  97-104, 
134;  clitxiTi.  15-17;  cciv.  3;  Ztmacov,  HUt.  Mrj.,  v.  413  et  Beq.;  vi.  130, 
180;  viL  149;  x.  1200;  Mora,  Revue  Mex.,  182-4.  214-41.  387;  Id.,  Obrai 
SueUoe,  i.  90-2;  HumboUH,  Euni  Pol.,  i.  15,  120.  231,  24.1;  ii,  425,  449.  663- 
778,  826,  849-66;  Id.,  Tablai  EOad.,  MS.,  42-6;  Id.,  VtrmeK  iv.  256-430; 
V.  116-20;  Id.,  Nev  Spain,  iv.  138.  281,  383-8;  Dice.  Univ.,  i  63;  v.  206-14; 
viii.  021-8.  6U6-7;  i.  731-2,  812-14,  1014-25;  BtulamanCe,  Cuad.  Htxt.,  iv. 
67-70;  PinktTton'a  Modem  Oeog.,  iii.  211-12,  224-9;  Id.,  CoU.  Toy.,  v.  470-81, 
490-4;  liii.  858-0;  Young')  H\U.  Mex.,  62;  CarraJiia,  Otog.  Deterip.,  Vi-VJ, 
23;  BnriKs'e  Dltcov.  Sontk  Sea,  ii.  346-9;  DUton't  lli-l.  Mex..  109-10;  Lart- 
naudiire,  Mex.  et  Ouat.  2.i9-64;  Ihiblan  y  Lotano,  Leg.  Mex.,  i  36,  67] 
Ogilby'e  America,  283;  Democratic  Review,  i.  263:  Dt  Bercy.  L'Europe,  i. 
141-3;  Langidorf,  Voi/., ii,  208;  El  Thmpo,  199;  Palafoxy  Utmlata.  Vtnerob. 
Stilor,  4,  5;  Foiuteea  y  Umitia,  Real  Hac.,i.  313  et  Bcq,;  Friicli,  Slaaten  von 
Mex.,  5;  Oidvan.  Tierras,  47-8;  Lacunza,  Discurto'  Hist.,  xxxvi.  528;  OcitK 
Enpan.  Emigrad.,yi.  340:  Bourboarg,  L'litkme  Teh.,  8;  Conder's  Mex.  and 
Ouat.,  61,  138;  Jfiieat  Etpania,  Aaitrdot,  MS.,  200-1;  Q/ivta,  Oob.  Mex., 
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was  repeated ;  if  an  order  proved  ineffectual,  it  was 
revised. 

The  treasury  department  as  fully  organized  was 
composed  of  three  principal  oflScers,the  factor,  auditor, 
and  treasurer.  Each  of  these  chiefs,  together  with 
an  escribano,  had  under  him  three  officials  who  may 
be  denominated  the  first,  second,  and  third  book- 
keepers, and  attached  to  the  department  was  a  num- 
ber of  employ ds,  such  as  scriveners,  who  were  occupied 
in  despatching  the  business  of  the  tribunal  of  royal 
officers,^  and  that  of  the  various  outside  branches 
responsible  to  it.^ 

AH  the  important  affairs  of  each  department  were 
conducted  by  a  tribunal  of  the  royal  officers  who  held 
their  sessions  weekly  in  the  presence  of  the  audiencia, 
or,  where  there  was  no  audiencia,  before  the  gov- 
ernor of  the  district.  Their  duty  was  to  direct  the 
management  of  the  royal  treasury ;  and  in  the  collec- 
tion of  the  revenue  these  courts  had  absolute  jurisdic- 
tion, each  tribunal  being  confined  to  its  own  district. 
During  the  sixteenth  century  the  power  of  the  royal 
officers  was  great.  They  opened  in  session  the  king's 
despatches  to  governors;  could  address  the  king  con- 
jointly or  severally;  viceroys  and  audiencias  were  or- 
dered to  put  no  impediment  in  their  way;  justices  and 
alguaciles  mayores  were  instructed  to  carry  out  their 
orders  in  all  matters  concerning  the  treasury,  and  in 
their  court  sessions  their  vote  was  final.  But  later 
the  power  of  these  courts  was  greatly  curtailed,*  and 
controlled  by  the  audiencia  and  the  higher  Tribunal  y 
Audiencia  de  Cuentas.* 

^  The  tribunal  de  los  oficiales  realea  of  the  city  of  Mexico  waa  composed  of 
five  members,  namely,  the  three  chiefs  of  the  treasury  mentioned  in  the  text 
and  the  contador  de  tributos  y  alcabalas.   VUla-Setwr,  TliecUro,  i.  39. 

*  Early  in  the  17th  century  there  was  a  royal  coffer  and  branch  department 
at  each  of  the  following  places,  namely:  the  city  of  Mexico,  Vera  Cruz,  Aca- 
pulco,  San  Luis  de  Potosi,  Guanajuato,  Pachuca,  Guadalajara,  Durango,  and 
Merida  in  Yucatan.  JRecop,  de  Incl.^  ii.  451.  The  first  two  treasury  depart- 
ments were  those  of  the  city  of  Mexico  and  Vera  Cruz. 

'  Recop,  de  Ind.y  ii.  419-25. 

*  This  court  was  established  by  Felipe  III.  in  1605,  as  a  further  check  upon 
the  officials  of  the  treasury  department.  JRecop,  de  Ind,,  ii.  385.    At  first  it 
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That  the  reader  may  form  some  idea  of  the  jeal- 
ousy with  which  the  crown  attempted  to  guard 
against  fraud  or  peculation,  and  of  the  methods  by 
which  dishonest  officials  might  appropriate  funds  of 
the  treasury,  I  shall  mention  a  few  of  the  multitudi- 
nous laws  issued  for  the  protection  of  the  revenue. 

Treasury  officials  were  strictly  prohibited  from  en- 
raging in  commercial  or  business  enterprises  of  any 
:ind.*  They  could  not  work  mines,  nor  were  their 
sons,  brothers,  or  near  relatives  allowed  to  do  so. 
All  public  appointments,  such  as  those  of  corregidor 
and  alcalde  mayor,  were  closed  against  them  and  all 
near  relatives,  nor  could  they  hold  Indians  in  encomi- 
enda.  The  royal  safe  had  three  separate  locks  with 
different  keys,  one  of  which  was  in  the  keeping  of 
each  of  the  three  chiefs  of  the  department,  while  the 
door  of  the  office  in  which  the  coffer  was  deposited 
was  similarly  fastened,  so  that  all  three  officials  were 
compelled  to  be  present  at  the  opening  and  closing  of 
both  the  room  and  the  strong-box.*  Restrictions  fol- 
lowed restrictions;  royal  officers  were  even  forbidden 
to  marry  the  daughters  or  sisters  of  contadores  de 
cuentas,^  nor  were  their  own  sons  and  daughters  al- 
lowed to  intermarry  during  the  lifetime  of  their  par- 
ents; and  lastly,  nepotism  was  so  strictly  guarded 
against  that  no  relative  of  a  treasury  officer  within 

was  composed  of  three  auditors  of  accounts,  two  auditors  of  balance-sbeets — 
contadores  de  resultas—aud  two  royal  officers  *  para  que  ordenen  las  cuentas, 
que  se  hubieren  de  tomar.'  Ibid.  At  a  later  date  tliis  court  was  enlai^ed 
and  comprised  the  three  contadores^  an  alguacil  mayor,  six  contadores  de 
resultas,  four  ordenadores,  twelve  contadores  supemumerarios,  and  an  escri- 
bano  real.  The  accounts  of  all  the  branches  of  the  treasury  department  were 
passed  through  this  tribunal.  Vetancurt  informs  us  that  at  its  sessions  the 
three  contadores  were  seated  with  the  royal  audiencia  '  y  en  su  Tribunal  gozan 
de  Sefioria.'  TmL  Ciud.  Mex.,  30.  In  Viila-Selior*s  time  further  changes  had 
been  made.  ThfotroAmer.f  L  38. 

^  Montemayor,  SvmariOy  248.  This  prohibition  was  frequently  ignored. 
The  officiids  of  tbe  royal  treasury  at  San  Luis  Potosi  committed  so  many  irreg- 
ularities by  employing  the  king^s  money  in  mercantile  transactions  that  his 
Majesty  in  1650  ordered  it  to  be  closed  for  a  time.  Rivera^  Gob,  de  Aiex,,  i, 
181-2. 

*  No  one  of  the  officials  could  smfrender  his  key  to  either  of  his  colleagues 
Tinless  illness  or  other  justifiable  cause  prevented  him  acting  in  person.  Rtcop. 
de  Ind.y  ii,  431,  452.     See  Hist.  Cent.  Am.,  vol.  i.  this  series. 

'  Members  of  the  tribunal  y  audiencia  de  cuentas. 
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the  fourth  degree  of  coDsanguinity  and  second  degree 
of  aflBnity  could  hold  a  position  in  the  same  depart- 
ment with  himself^ 

Moreover  the  laws  which  regulated  the  duties  of 
the  royal  officers  were  equally  stringent.  All  bonds 
and  securities  had  to  be  received  by  the  officials  con- 
jointly. They  had  to  attend,  in  company  with  an 
oidor,  the  public  auctions  of  all  goods  pertaining  to 
the  crown;  if  their  accounts  were  not  rendered  in  time 
their  salaries  were  withheld;  drafts  on  the  treasury 
drawn  even  by  the  viceroy,  or  president  and  oidores, 
could  not  be  honored  unless  they  were  supported  by 
a  special  order  from  his  Majesty;*  the  officers  could 
not  absent  themselves  from  their  posts  without  per- 
mission of  the  viceroy,  nor  return  to  Spain  without 
that  of  the  king.  Any  dereUction  of  duty  was  in  most 
cases  punishable  by  loss  of  position. 

Nevertheless  legislation  availed  not  to  prevent 
abuses;  a  study  of  the  laws  passed  during  a  long 
period  of  time  reveals  the  fact  that  fraudulent  and 
irregular  practices  continually  prevailed,  and  event- 
ually the  royal  treasury  in  New  Spain  was  placed 
under  the  absolute  control  of  the  viceroy  as  superin- 
tendent, no  appeal  being  allowed  against  his  decision 
except  directly  to  the  crown.^^  But  it  is  time  to  con- 
sider the  various  sources  from  which  the  kings  of 
Spain  derived  their  revenue  in  the  Mexican  provinces. 

The  earliest  recorded  collection  of  revenue  in  New 
Spain  was  made  during  the  captivity  of  Montezuma, 
and  several  remittances  were  sent  to  the  mother  coun- 
try during  the  first  years  of  occupation  except  in  1523 ; 
but  in  1524  the  sum  transmitted  amounted  to  nearly 
one  hundred  thousand  pesos.  From  this  time  remit- 
tances to  Spain  declined  somewhat  for  several  decades, 

^Healea  C^dulas,  MS.,  u.  133,  134;  Ordenes  de  la  Corona,  MS.,  i.  13a 
•  By  c^ula  of  1539  the  viceroy's  drafts  on  the  treasury  were  ordered  to  be 
paid,  the  officers  advising  the  king  of  the  same.    But  in  1569  this  was  coun- 
termanded. MorUemayorj  Svmajio,  249,  250. 

^"^Realea  Cidulas,  MS.,  u.  221-2;  DiepoHcUmea  Varias,  L  f:  53. 
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This  duty  was  established  in  the  Indies  by  royal 
cddula  of  the  5th  of  February,  1504,  and  was  paya- 
ble by  all  vassals  and  residents  in  the  domains  of  the 
crown.^'  In  order  to  secure  the  collection  of  this  tax 
an  inspector  of  mines  was  appointed  at  an  early  date, 
and  in  1528  royal  officers  were  required  to  be  present 
at  the  smelting  of  gold.  This  fifth  on  gold  was 
found  in  some  instances  to  be  discouraging  to  mining 
enterprises,  and  the  king  caused  it  temporarily  to  be 
reduced  to  one  tenth,  which  concession  was  extended 
from  time  to  time."  After  a  variety  of  changes  the 
tax  was  reduced  in  the  last  half  of  the  eighteenth 
century  to  three  per  cent  on  gold,  and  eleven  per 
cent  on  silver.  This  caused  a  considerable  increase 
to  the  revenue,  and  in  the  twenty-five  years  from 
1765  to  1789  inclusive,  the  amount  collected  was 
$43,641,468.'' 

Almost  contemporaneous  with  the  establishment 
of  the  royal  fifth  impost  was  that  of  the  Indian 
tribute.  The  surrender  of  Montezuma  to  the  crown 
of  Castile  made  both  him  and  his  former  subjects 
vassals  of  the  king  of  Spain,  and  indeed  that  unfor- 
tunate monarch  sent  valuable  presents  to  Cdrlos  V.  in 
token  of  his  recognition  of  him  as  his  sovereign.    Ac- 

^*  The  royal  fifth  was  also  paid  on  all  treasures  and  treasure  trove.  On 
June  19,  1540,  a  royal  c^dula  was  issued,  enjoining  the  strict  collection  of  it 
on  all  treasure  captured  in  war,  discovered  in  graves  or  elsewhere,  or  received 
as  ransom.  Pacheco  and  Cdrdenas,  Col,  Doc.,  xix.  59-G3.  Cort^  in  1552 
appointed  officers  to  collect  this  revenue.  Foriseca  and  Urrutia,  Real  Hac, 
i  1-5. 

^'  In  1572  the  duty  on  silver  was  reduced  to  one  tenth  for  six  years,  /i., 
i.  16.  During  the  next  two  centuries  a  great  number  of  c^dulas  were  issued 
relative  to  this  duty,  and  for  the  encouragement  of  mining. 

"Id.,  i.  43.  In  the  single  year  of  1798  the  yield  amounted  to  $2,230,945. 
Notic,  N.  Esp.,  in  Soc.  Mex,  Geog.,  ii.  25.  Connected  with  this  branch  of  the 
revenue  were  the  assay  offices,  which  were  established  in  the  Indies  by  royal 
c^ula  of  September  14,  1519,  Recop,  de  Jnd,,  ii.  75-7,  and  in  1522  were  made 
vendible.  The  proceeds  of  these  offices  thus  depended  on  the  conditions  of 
sale,  and  regulations  enacted.  For  meltins,  assaying,  and  stamping,  one  and 
a  half  per  cent  was  ordered  to  be  charged  by  royal  c^dula  of  June  5,  1552, 
which  was  renewed  in  1619.  Id.,  79.  The  system  of  selling  this  source  of 
revenue  proved  unprofitable  owing  to  fraud,  and  in  1783  it  was  incorporated 
with  the  crown  administration;  during  the  following  seven  years  it  yielded  the 
small  net  amount  of  $27,375.  Fonseca  and  UrrtUia,  Jliat.  Real.  Hoc.,  i.  45-51. 
In  the  year  1798,  however,  the  net  proceeds  amounted  to  47,944  pesos.  8oc* 
Mex,  Qeog.,  ii.  25. 
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auditors'  office  for  the  united  management  of  Indian 
tributes  and  the  quicksilver  branch  was  established 
by  Viceroy  Monterey.  In  1651,  however,  the  two 
branches  were  disconnected,  and  the  contadoria  de 
tributes  became  a  distinct  department,  with  an  admin- 
istrator general  at  the  head  whose  jurisdiction  ex- 
tended over  all  New  Spain.* 

The  next  productive  impost  introduced  into  New 
Spain  was  the  alcabala,"  or  excise,  collected  upon  all 
salable  commodities.  This  duty  had  its  origin  in 
Spain,  at  what  date  is  uncertain;  but  in  1342,  and  for 
a  long  period  afterward,  the  right  of  collecting  it  was 
periodically  conceded  t>y  the  cdrtes  to  difierent  Spanish 
inonarchs  to  defray  expenses  of  war,  till  finally  it  be- 
came a  fixed  source  of  revenue.  In  1558  Philip  II. 
after  consultation  with  his  councillors  decided  to  intro- 
duce the  aleabala  into  the  Indies,  and  in  1568  issued 
a  royal  c^dula  to  the  viceroys  ordering  it  to  be  estab- 
lished in  Peru  and  New  Spain."  Some  delay,  however, 
occurred  in  the  fonnation  of  a  tariff,  and  the  organ- 
ization of  the  department;  nor  was  it  before  October 
1574  that  the  viceroy  Martin  Enriquez  issued  his 
proclamation,  specifying  in  detail  the  articles  to  he 
taxed."  On  the  27th  of  November  following  he  ap- 
pointed Grordian  Casasano,  secretary  of  the  audiencia, 

"  Vaia-SfSor,  Trairo  Amrr.,  i.  45;  Fonxca  and  UmUia,  ffui.  Bral. 
Amer.,  i.  410,  424.  The  proceeds  of  thia  tribute  in  sJl  New  Spun  paid  into 
the  royal  treasury  during  the  years  I7C5  to  1~7S  incluaive  amounted  to 
$11,34J3,224,  and  for  the  years  1779-1781),  $S,43S,704.  Id.,  4SI.  In  1798  the 
net  amouDt  was  $1,214,217.   Nolle.  duN.  E^.  ia  Hoc.  M'x.  ftwff.,25. 

"Different  opinioua  exist  conccniiiig  tLe  origin  of  the  word  aleabala. 
The  Arabian  at-coMla,  much  used  among  the  Arabs,  meaning  adjudication 
of  certain  land,  or  any  other  object,  through  a  tax  or  tribute  which  it  was 
oblieatory  to  pay  to  the  tojol  treaaury;  later  it  became  tho  name  of  the  tax 
itaeS.  Gtonno,  in  Cartatde  Indias,  873-4.  From  the  AmbiccaioAi  or«i6*/f, 
signifying  to  receive,  to  collect,  to  deliver.  Jllor'ri  and  Miraeely  Caaadfvaiilf, 
i.  292.  From  the  Hebrew  verb  caval,  to  receive,  or  perhaps  from  the  Latin 
gajif/ta,  by  which  the  Romana  understood  duties  on  Bales,  EKriehe,  Dice. 
Legit.  Jnrli.,  118.  In  our  own  language  .7aM,  tax,  cnetain,  duty,  from  the 
Anglo-Saxon  g^fd,  and  Gothic  giban,  to  give;  the  German  Ahg<At.  A  prev- 
alent Spajiiah  notion  ia  that  the  word  is  derived  by  corruption  from  at  qve 
valcii  that  is,  aigo  que  valya,  something  of  import ;  the  expressioo  being  used 
when  the  eiSrtes  were  requested  to  provide  necessary  funds  for  the  royal 
treasury. 
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to  the  oflBce  of  auditor  and  superintendent-general  of 
the  new  department,^  instructing  him  at  the  same 
time  to  appoint  receivers  in  each  district,  and  com- 
mence  the  collection  of  the  duties  on  the  1st  of  Jan- 
uary 1575.*® 

Henceforward  this  impost  under  the  ever  watchful 
eyes  of  the  grasping  kings  of  Spain  increased  in  pro- 
ductiveness to  the  crown  and  added  greatly  to  the 
burdens  of  the  inhabitants  of  New  Spain.  The  small- 
est articles  of  merchandise  and  the  commonest  neces- 
saries of  life,  as  they  passed  from  one  owner  to  another, 
were  taxed  over  and  over  again.  Foreign  goods,  home 
productions,  the  fruits  of  the  soil,  native  produce  of  all 
kinds,®  landed  property,  sold  or  even  leased,  in  time 
all  came  within  the  reach  of  the  elastic  alcabala. 
The  two  per  cent  first  exacted  was  doubled  and 
trebled.  In  the  decade  1601  to  1610  the  yield  in  the 
Mexican  department  alone  was  2,671,190  pesos;  that 
of  the  decade  1781  to  1790,  13,575,528  pesos.  The 
total  amount  which  this  tax  yielded  in  the  whole 
kingdom  during  1780  to  1789  was  34,022,552  pesos, 
giving  a  net  profit  of  31,302,941  pesos.  In  the  single 
year  1798  the  total  amount  of  this  impost  was  2,765,- 
217  pesos,  with  net  proceeds  of  2,352,235  pesos,  or 
nearly  ten  times  the  mean  annual  receipts  during  the 
first  named  decade.*^ 

Nor  was  the  alcabala  the  only  impost  to  which 
internal  trade  was  subject;  the  peage,  or  transit  dues 
which  were  levied  upon  goods  on  their  transportation 
from  certain  places  to  others,  still  further  increased 
the  price  of  commodities.    The  eflfect  of  this  grievous 

personas  eclesiastidU,  en  lo  que  no  vendiesen  ni  cambiasen  por  via  de  negoci- 
acion.'  Fonneca  and  (JrrutiOy  Hint,  Reed.  Hoc.,  ii.  7. 

'^  CasasaDO  gave  bonds  in  the  sum  of  30,000  ducados  de  Castilla,  eqnivalent 
to  41,250  pesos.     His  salary  was  fixed  at  1,875  pesos  per  annum.  Id.,  8. 

^  The  duty  first  imposed  was  two  per  cent  on  all  tulicles  bought  and  sold, 
until  the  kiuff  ordered  otherwise.  Montemayor,  Smnarios  de  CMtuas,  237. 

'*By  a  c^dula  of  September  23,  1588,  toe  tax  was  imposed  upon  the  Ind- 
ians who  were  made  to  pay  alcabsda  on  fruits,  produce,  and  merchandise  of 
the  coimtry.  FmisecaBXiCi  Umttia,  Hist,  Real.  Hac,  iiL  176. 

^^ Fonwca  and  Urrutia^  UisL  Real.  Hoc,,  ii.  93-4;  Kotic,  de  N,  Esp.,  in 
ISoc.  Mex,  Geog.f  ii  25. 
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system  is  obvious.  Internal  trade  was  cramped,  manu- 
facturing and  agricultural  industries  were  fettered,  and 
inclination  to  undertake  local  enterprises  was  choked." 
But  the  purchasers  of  imported  goods  paid  still 
more  highly  for  the  satisfaction  of  their  wants  or 
luxuries.  The  almojarifazgo^  or  custom  duty,  was 
charged  on  all  merchandise  entering  or  leaving  the 


rsaed  in  1653.  MoiUnnayor,  Ordfttanz: 
Cididat.  Tbe  tax  wsa  Doi  to  be  ooUected 
on  salex,  the  proceeda  of  which  vera  to  he  devoted  to  reltgiooa  purpoeea, 
A.  a.  1722;  nor  upon  property  aold  for  diviaion  aniotig  heir*,  a.  d.  1735.  Pro- 
vidtiKian  Rtalu,  MS.,  144-6,  223-5.  In  some  distnots  the  alcabaUnaed  to 
be  fanned  out ;  in  ITTO  this  Bystem  vaa  disoontinued  and  the  collectioD  made 
on  the  king's  iiccount.  Ditpotie.  Variag,  i.  !.  53,  In  1777  >lq  order  wiuipasaed 
prohibiting  leuieB  of  10  years  or  upward,  unlera  the  aatne  Blca1iBl&  vmn  paid 
u  if  the  property  were  Bold.  Town  lota  wjld  for  bailding  purposea  were 
■ubject  to  half  the  alcabnla  duty.  Jieai  Cfdvia,  Ads.  21,  1777,  pp.  1-3. 
Tax  suits  could  only  be  admitted  on  appeal  wlien  they  related  to  nioDey 
returnable.  Koyal  cfldula  of  May  22,  1700.  ProBidenciat  Perdei,  MS.,  27-34. 
Indiana  to  be  eiempted  when  auSering  from  epidemica.  Jd.,  197-0-  Royal 
tnagnanimity  waa  alao  extended  to  paupera  and  tniTellinK  poor  who  sold 
'maiz,  icranoe,  y  semillaa. .  .para  provision  de  los  Puebloa.  Recop  <le  Iitd., 
ii.  002.  Churches,  monasteries,  prelates,  and  eceleaiiistici  were  also  exempt 
from  alcabola  'de  las  veDlAs  que  hiciercn  de  aua  bienes;'  but  if  any  other 
article  was  sold  the  tax  had  to  be  paid.  lb.  In  1706  a  tax  of  16  per  cent 
waa  ordered  to  be  paid  on  all  property  transferred.  Cedviario,  Mb.,  iii.  f. 
129-32.  San  Ildefonso,  Aug.  21,  1777.  The  king  this  dav  forbids  in  hU 
dominions  leases  of  10  years  or  npward  naleas  they  pay  the  oMi^la  the  same 
aa  if  the  property  were  aoid.  Town  lota  aold  for  building  dwelling-houses  or 
other  edifices  adorning  towns  to  pay  half  the  alcabala  duty.  Stai  Cidtda, 
Ana.  1-^21,  1777,  pp.  1-3. 

*'  A!moJar\fe,  or  almoxar\fr:,  wot  tbe  name  anciently  applied  to  the  col- 
lector of  the  king's  revenue.  It  ja  derived  from  the  Arabic  word  aUmothrif, 
ineaniiig  iuapector,  an  officer  who  collected  the  duties  levied  by  the  Moora  at 
the  ports  of  Andalusia.  In  New  Spain  this  custom  duty  was  ordered  to  be 
collected  as  early  as  1S23.  under  the  name  of  almojorifazgo.  The  duty  first 
charged  upon  imported  articles  of  commerce  was  seven  and  a  half  per  cent. 
At  B.  later  date  it  was  fixed  at  two  and  a  half,  three,  Gvo.  seven,  and  fifteen 
per  cent,  according  to  tbe  quality  of  goods  and  the  place  whence  tbey  were 
shipped,  Olomrio,  in  Carta*  de  Indiaa,  674.  In  1666,  Philip  II-  confirmed 
former  royal  ctidulos,  and  made  the  impost  on  merchandise  imported  from 
Spain  ten  per  cent  on  the  market  value  in  New  Spain.  Two  and  a  half  per 
cent  waa  ordered  to  be  paid  on  exports,  ad  valorem,  at  place  of  ahipment. 
On  reshipmenU  of  Spanish  goods  to  other  parts  of  America,  no  duty  was 
charged,  but  if  they  were  again  similarly  rediipped,  5ve  per  cent  Lad  to  be 
paid  upon  tbe  difference  between  their  market  v^ue  in  Spain  and  at  the 
place  of  deatination.  All  such  dnties  were  only  payable  in  specie.  Tbia 
ciSdula  was  reiterated  in  November  1601,  and  in  Angnat  1G13.  MonleTnagor, 
Sitnarioe  ile  lot  Odulas,  ff.  251-4.  At  the  close  of  the  eighteenth  century, 
the  rate  of  dutiaa  \e\icA  at  Vera  Cruz  on  different  clasaea  of  morchandiso 
varied  from  two  and  a  half  per  cent  to  twenty  per  cent.  Fonatca  and  Urrvlia, 
HM.  Ileal  Hoc.,  v.  69. 
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ports  of  the  colony.  During  the  seven  years  from 
1785  to  1791  the  receipts  at  the  custom-house  of  Vera 
Cruz  amounted  to  $3,185,192;  those  at  Acapulco,  for 
the  five  years  1786  to  1790  inclusive,  to  $060,532; 
while  the  total  receipts  in  all  the  ports  for  the  single 
year  1798  were  $242,968.  In  the  early  period  of  the 
colonial  history  the  principal  exports  at  the  port  of 
Vera  Cruz  were  aguardiente,  dyes,  and  gold  and  silver 
bullion.  A  letter  of  instructions  to  the  royal  offi- 
cers stationed  there  was  issued  on  the  12th  of  July, 
1530.  It  was  also  provided  that  one  of  the  crown 
oflBcers  at  Mexico,  under  whose  superintendence  cus- 
tom-house aflFairs  were  placed,  should  reside  at  Vera 
Cruz,  in  order  to  appraise  merchandise.*^  Particular 
directions  were  issued  to  prevent  fraud  and  smug- 
gling, and  the  penalty  of  death  and  forfeiture  of  goods 
was  proclaimed  against  all  persons  illegally  exporting 
gold  or  silver." 

From  old  documents  of  the  port  of  Acapulco  there 
appears  to  have  been  stationed  there  a  paymaster  who 
kept  the  accounts  in  connection  with  the  building  of 
vessels  and  the  payment  of  workmen's  wages,  as  also 
those  of  seamen  employed  in  voyages  of  discovery. 
The  almojarifazgo,  however,  was  not  collected  until 
1574.  In  1597  royal  orders  were  issued  relative  to 
the  management  of  this  port,  the  viceroy  Velasco, 
however,  having  already  in  1593  given  instructions 
to  the  factor.  The  substance  of  these  lengthy  orders 
was  to  the  effect  that  the  factor  should  reside  at 
Acapulco,  and  make  a  summary  of  the  arrival  of  all 
vessels  and  merchandise  from  the  Philippines;  pay 
into  his  Majesty's  treasury  all  moneys  received;^  at- 

"The  queen  reffent  in  April  1533  ordered  the  audiencia  to  investigate 
the  practice  of  royal  officials  taking  merchandise  from  importers  at  appraise- 
ment rates.  This  was  defrauding  the  royal  treasury,  and  the  oidores  were 
instructed  to  report  on  the  matter.  Puga^  Cednlario,  87.  In  1536  the  treas- 
ury officials  were  ordered  to  provide  a  strong  box  with  three  keys,  at  Vera 
Cruz,  for  the  money  derived  irom  the  custom  duties,  as  we  have  elsewhere 
seen.  J(Lt  111. 

•*  Fonsttca  and  UrnUia^  Hist.  Real,  JI<xc,,  iv.  547. 

'^The  duty  on  gold  was  at  the  rate  of  one  and  a  half  per  cent,  at  this 
time,  a  mark  of  18  carat  gold  being  equal  to  70  pesos  de  oro,  and  one  of  23 


A62  EEVENUE  AND  FINANCE. 

tend  to  the  proper  equipment  of  all  government 
vessels,  and  collect  all  duties. 

Apart  from  these  great  sources  of  revenue,  enor- 
mous profits  accrued  to  the  crown  from  the  royal 
monopolies  and  the  sale  of  offices.  Salt,  gunpowder, 
tobacco,  and  quicksilver  were  the  most  important  of 
the  monopolies.  The  first  of  these  established  in  New 
Spain  was  that  of  quicksilver.  For  some  years  after 
the  conquest,  gold  and  silver  were  obtained  without 
the  necessity  of  quicksilver,  or  even  a  knowledge  of  its 
amalgamating  properties,  until,  as  we  have  seen,  in 
1557  Bartoloin^  de  Medina,  a  miner  of  Pachuca,  dis- 
covered the  process  of  quicksilver  amalgamation.  The 
consequent  demand  was  at  once  turned  by  the  crown 
to  an  additional  means  of  profit,  and  on  the  4th  of 
March  1559  a  royal  c^dula  was  issued  prohibiting  the 
importation  of  quicksilver  from  the  Peninsula  and 
Peru  into  New  Spain,  even  in  the  smallest  quan- 
tity, except  through  the  treasury  department."  The 
net  proceeds  of  this  branch  for  the  years  1779  to  1789 
inclusive  amounted  to  $4,745,318. 

Then  followed  the  prohibitions  on  the  manufacture 
of  gunpowder*^  and  salt,  stringent  regulations  with 

carats  to  80  pesos  de  oro.  The  eajne  rules  were  applicable  to  vessels  amring 
from  GuatenialnD,  NicaraignBii,  and  other  ports.  Neither  money  nor  horses 
could  be  ebipped  to  the  Fliilippiiies  without  roysl  permission;  nor  could  any 
eccleBinaCical  or  «uoiilar  person  proceed  thither  without  leave.  The  purveyor 
and  auditor  at  Acnpalco  was  to  obey  all  mandates  of  the  viceroy,  provision 
the  Heets,  and  collect  duty  on  merchandise  sent  to  Mexico,  which  hsd  hither- 
to l>een  collected  at  the  capitaL  But  Oie  most  important  item  in  the  royal 
order  of  1597  was  to  the  eficct  that  the  valuatioo  of  the  nveragB  duties  was  to 
be  made  by  the  viceroy  and  the  treasury  oHicials  at  Mexico.  IiL,  iv.  431-68. 

"At  this  time  tlie  value  of  the  commodity  ranged  from  55  to  5S  ducados 
the  quiiital.  At  the  end  of  the  18th  century  the  price  varied  at  different 
niinea  according  to  the  expense  of  transportation.  For  instance  at  San  Luis 
de  PotosI  tlio  charge  per  quintal  was  SO  marcos  de  plata;  at  the  mines  in  Mi- 
chnacan  and  Oajaca,  90  ditto;  at  those  of  Guanajuato,  125  ditto.  Jd,,  L 
298-9,383. 

"  Thi!  first  notice  of  the  restrictions  placed  on  gunpowder  in  New  Spain 
occurs  in  1571.  Hffop.  de  Ind.,  i.  b13.  In  IBOOtheftct^ryof  Chapultepecwas 
completed  by  the  crown  and  concesaiona  granted  to  private  iudividnals  to  mRn- 
nfacture  powder.  The  privilege  was  purchaseil  by  the  Ortega  family  during 
the  period  from  1G06  to  iS8T,  the  periodical  prices  paid  gradually  increasiug, 
being  liased  upon  pdlvora  de  gracia,  which  was  a  quantity  of  powder  annually 
presented  to  the  government  liy  the  eoutnietora.  In  1700  the  cost  to  the  con- 
tractor was  ^4,000  pesos  yearly,  and  in  1771  it  amounted  to  112,800  pesos. 
Thus  the  value  of  the  monopoly  became  Eo  great  that  the  government  in  1770  re> 
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regard  to  the  production  and  sale  of  which  articles 
were  enacted.*  The  most  productive  of  all  the  monop- 
olies, however,  was  that  of  tobacco,  which  was  estab- 
lished in  1765  by  Visitador  Galvez,  and  yielded  to  the 
treasury  during  the  forty-five  following  years  $123,- 
808,685.*» 

There  were  moreover  other  monopolies  of  greater 
or  less  values,  from  that  of  stamped  paper  to  that  of 
ice  brought  from  the  mountains.  The  regulations 
with  regard  to  stamped  paper  were  especially  vexa- 
tious, as  no  civil  business  transaction,  whether  public 
or  private,  was  legal  unless  written  on  this  paper.** 
The  stamps  were  of  four  different  values  varying  from 
three  dollars  to  one  sixteenth  of  a  dollar,  and  every 
instrument,  deed,  judicial  record,  will,  or  contract  had 
to  be  legalized  by  one  or  another  according  to  the 
importance  of  the  document. 

Charles  V.  by  c^dula  of  August  27,  1529,  abso- 
lutely prohibited  gambling;  but  Philip  II.  considered 
that  the  vice  could  be  turned  to  profit,  and  in  1552 
ordered  a  royal  monopoly  on  playing-cards  to  he 
established  throughout  his  western  dominions.*'    The 

tuinpd  tlie  mftnsgenieiltof  it,  est&bliabeil  &  separiite  department  with  a  full  Btdff 
of  olficcn  &n<l  RgeDta,  and  in  170S  tbe  net  prDccedsof  this  bnuicb  aniuiiiitcd  to 
4!K),228  pcBOB.  Aolic  de  N.  E>p.  in  Soc.  ilex,  ileoq.,  ii.  25.  ibiiMco  and 
Vrriiia,  Ilia.  SaU  Hoc.,  it  190-5.  BeciUa  Oiyedo,  lattnic,  MS.,  ii.  212-28, 
483-5. 

■'The  monopoly  on  salt  wu  established  in  1580.  The  principal  salt- 
works were  at  Santa  Maria  de  PeDol  Blanco.  They  were  like  most  other  mo- 
nopolies at  first  rented  out.  In  1778  the  admimBtration  of  tliis  linmcli  woa 
assumed  by  the  crown,  and  in  J793  the  net  procfeda  were  123,350  pesoa.  Soc. 
ilex.  Vecg.,  ii.  25.  Tlie  salt  works  iu  Jalisco  during  tbe  four  years  1TD^D5 
produced  grosa  proceeds  amonntiDg  to  HO.Sn.  In  1828  tbey  were  farmed 
out  for  six  yean  at  ^,000  a  year,  and  in  1834  for  $14,000  a  year.  Id.,  2da 
ep.  iii.  201-2. 

»ir«E.  Uid.,  in  Pap.  Far.,  lii  27t  Mm.  Antd.,  in  Id.,  oljtv.  no.  7.  Tab- 
ular statement.  Miguel  Urrea's  estimates  differ  considerably  from  those 
given  in  the  texL  He  states  that  tbe  net  yield  to  the  treasury  down  to 
the  year  1S02  was  tl44.093,58I,  or  a  mean  annual  gain  of  $3,018,251.  Soc. 
ilrx.  GfOQ.,  ii.  29.     The  tobacco  eatanco  prohibiteu  the  cultivation  of  the 

ttant,  eicent  under  contract  with  the  jovemn  --'■■>-       -  ■    •  • 

[abaiia.  FoTieeca  and  Urmlia,  Jli»t.  Stat  Ha 
money  from  Uie  proceeds  of  this  rent  were  si 
uualiy  for  the  purchase  of  tobacco  fortha  Peninsula.  Ibid. 

'*Thii  duty  was  established  in  163S.  Reeop.  tU  Ind.,  ii.  573-7.  See  abo 
Ctduiario,  MS.,  i.  135-43;  iL  247-53. 

"  All  cards  were  to  be  stamped  with  the  rojiol  anna.   The  monopoly  of  the 
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success  of  this  device  to  wring  money  from  the  sub- 
jects of  Spain  led  to  others  of  a  similar  kind ;  and  as 
cock-fightmg  was  a  most  attractive  sport,  in  1727  the 
exclusive  privilege  to  open  a  public  cockpit  was  sold 
to  Isidro  Rodriguez;*^  then  followed  that  curse  of  a 
community,  the  establishment  of  a  government  lot- 
tery,^ the  profits  accruing  from  which  to  the  royal 
treasury  amounted  in  1798  to  $109,255. 

I  may  mention  here  the  taxes  imposed  upon  the 
sale  of  the  native  liquors,  pulque  and  aguardiente,  the 
first  of  which  in  the  above  named  year  produced  a 
net  profit  of  $779,166,  and  the  latter  $217,723.**  To 
enumerate  all  the  complicated  exactions,  duties,  and 
contributions  imposed  from  time  to  time  by  the  crown 
of  Spain  would  be  profitless;  suflSce  it  to  say  that 
every  conceivable  plan  was  adopted  to  increase  the 
revenue.  The  salaries  of  royal  and  civil  oflScials  were 
taxed,**  as  were  later  even  the  stipends  of  ecclesi- 
astics.** 

There  were  three  more  sources  from  which  a  large 

manufacture  and  sale  of  them  was  sold  in  1578  to  Hermando  de  Caseres  who 
paid  a  royalty  of  one  real  for  each  pack.  The  value  of  the  privilege  gradually 
increased  as  well  as  the  price  of  ccu^ls  paid  by  the  public  In  1635  the  mo- 
nopoly sold  for  $150,000  per  annum,  and  the  price  of  a  pack  was  raised  to 
*un  peso  de  plata/  which  caused  a  corresponding  increase  to  the  royal  coffers 
of  $45,000,  making  the  annual  value  $195,000.  Owins  to  failures  of  con- 
tractors, the  administration  of  the  branch  was  assumed  ov  the  crown  several 
times  from  1673  to  1800,  and  the  net  proceeds  gradually  aeclined.  Those  for 
the  quinquennium  1785  to  1789  amounted  annually  to  $07)835,  but  in  1793 
they  reached  the  sum  of  $100,781.  Foiiseca  and  UmUia^  Hist,  Real  Houc.,  ii. 
295^318,  passim ;  OuatemcUayAutca  de  Parte,  MS.,  1-41;  Villa-Senor  y  Sajichez, 
7'eatro,  i.  40;  Providencias  Ueolea,  MS.,  236-8. 

**  In  1730  the  right  was  sold  at  auction  for  the  first  time,  and  brought  in 
$1,600  a  year  for  a  pciiod  of  nine  years.  The  total  proceeds  from  1727  to 
1791  amounted  to  $1,473,928.  Fonaeca  and  Urrutia,  Htd.  Heal  IJac,,  iii  1-23. 

**By  decree  of  December  20,  1769.  Id.,  ii.  120. 

*^Soc*  Mex,  Geog.,  ii.  25-6. 

^The  media  anata  tax  had  its  origin  in  the  retention  of  one  month's  salary 
of  all  appointees  of  the  crown.  It  was  first  established  in  1625,  but  was  soon 
modified,  and  amounted  virtually  to  payment  of  the  tax  in  advance,  the 
amount  collected  varying  according  to  the  value  and  term  of  ofiSce.  'Que  de 
los  oficios  annales. .  .se  cobrase  tamoien  la  d^cima  parte  de  lo  que  tuvieran  de 
salario  y  emolumentos,  de  los  bienales  la  octava,  de  los  trienales  la  cuarta 
IMirte.*  Fofiseca  and  Urrutla,  Hist.  Real.  Uac,,  ii.  489.  The  salaries  of  gov- 
ernors were  subject  to  it,  but  not  the  pay  of  other  officers  and  of  the  soldiers 
of  the  garrisons;  ReaUs  Cidulasy  MS.,  lii.  f.  43.  Copy  of  different  laws  can  be 
found  in  Recop.  de  Ind.,  ii.  542-8. 

^*  Under  the  name  of  mesadasy  mediaa  anataa  eclesidsticas.  The  exaction 
was  established  in  1636. 
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portion  of  the  revenue  was  derived,  namely  the  hulas 
de  la  aanta  cruzada,  the  tithes  of  the  church,  and 
the  mint.  No  more  iniquitous  system  of  taxation 
could  be  designed  than  that  which  was  carried  out 
through  the  instrumentality  of  the  bulas  de  la  santa 
cruzada,  inasmuch  as  it  worked  upon  the  supersti- 
tion of  the  people,  perverted  public  morals,  and  fos- 
tered crime.  These  bulls  had  their  origin  in  the 
times  of  the  crusades,  and  were  granted  by  the  pope 
allowing  dispensations  to  Spaniards  who  made  them- 
selves eminent  by  their  christian  zeal  in  those  wars. 
In  time  they  were  extended  only  in  favor  of  the  kings 
of  Spain  to  aid  them  in  their  wars  against  the  Moors,*' 
and  were  ever  afterward  continued  in  recognition  of 
their  services  to  the  church. 

In  1532  or  1533  the  bula  de  la  santa  cruzada  was 
first  pubhshed  in  New  Spain,"  and  in  1578  the  virtue 
of  the  bulls  was  extended  to  a  period  of  two  years  by 
sanction  of  Gregory  XIII."  The  bulls  may  be 
divided  into  two  general  classes,  the  bulas  de  vivos,  or 
those  which  conferred  dispensations  and  indulgences 
upon  the  living,  and  the  bulas  de  difuntos  which 
friends  and  relanves  of  deceased  persons  purchased  in 
order  to  rescue  their  souls  from  purgatory.  By  virtue 
of  the  first  class  persons  could  be  absolved  from  all 
crimes,  special  bulls  of  composition  being  issued  for 
the  benefit  of  thieves  and  robbers,  by  virtue  of  which 
they  became  the  owners  of  the  goods  they  stole.  Bulls 
also  were  provided  for  the  clergy,  granting  certain  gas- 
tronomic indulgences  during  lent.     The  price  varied 

"In  1457  Coliato  IIL  in  the  time  of  Henr;  IV.  of  CoatUe  who  was  at  ifu 
with  the  Mcors  aont  Aloaso  do  Espioa  to  prockjjn  the  bula  cnuada  for  four 
yeaiB,  aad  dispeoMtiona  weresolddDmig  that  period  to  the amouat  of  400,000 
dacados.  I^tcr  Seitue  IV.  ordered  the  charch  to  pa;  Fernando  the  Cutholio 
■onA  vez  para  siempre'  100,000  dacadoa,  and  also  granted  him  tho  privilege  of 
prockiming  for  three  yean  thia  bnlt  aa  a  further  aid  in  the  war  witbOmutdo. 
After  that  time  tho  popo»  reaowed  the  ball  every  three  yetira  in  favor  of  tho 
kinin  of  Spain.  Moreri  and  iliravel  y  CalaiUvante,  Oratt  Dice.,  iii.  1m4. 

^ SeauToont,  Croa.  Mich.,  iii,  455. 

"In  Spain  Uiese  bulla  were  efficaciona  ai  dispensation*  for  onl]'  one  year, 
■nd  according;  to  SolArzano  their  efficacy  was  extended  to  two  years  in  New 
Spain  'por  la  gi^n  distanciai  de  loa  lagare*,'  which  would  cause  their  virtoe 
to  be  destroyed  before  they  were  received  by  the  people.  F(AU.  Ind.,  iL  220. 
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according  to  the  rank  and  wealth  of  the  purchaser; 
but  few  persons,  from  the  viceroy  to  the  Indian  laborer, 
neglected  to  avail  themselves  of  the  privilege  they 
conferred.'" 

In  order  that  the  reader  may  rightly  understand 
how  the  royal  exchequer  was  enriched  by  the  tithes 
of  the  church  a  few  explanatory  remarks  are  neces- 
sary. The  construction  of  the  ecclesiastical  hierarchy 
in  Spanish  America  was  peculiar.  The  celebrated 
bull  of  Alexander  VI.,  which  divided  the  world  in 
twain  by  a  line  drawn  from  pole  to  pole  and  bestowing 
on  the  Spanish  sovereigns  forever  the  dominion  of  the 
western  hemisphere,  was  interpreted  in  its  fullest  lati- 
tude. By  virtue  of  its  infallibility  the  future  kings 
of  Spain  claimed  and  maintained  the  right  of  juris- 
diction in  civil,  political,  and  ecclesiastical  affairs.  Iq 
the  earlier  years  of  the  conquest  it  was  owing  to  the 
religious  fervor  of  the  sovereign  that  the  first  churches 
were  erected  and  bishoprics  established;  and  in  recog- 
nition of  work  already  performed,  and  in  view  of 
future  expenses  to  be  incurred  by  th*  monarch  in  tho 
erection  and  endowment  of  cathedrals  and  other  sacred 
edifices,  the  same  pontiff,  in  1501,  granted  to  the 
kings  of  Spain  the  right  to  collect  the  church  tithes 
in  the  Indies."  At  first  these  tithes  were  wholly  de- 
voted to  such  purposes,  but  during  the  extension  of 
the  church  throughout  New  Spain  the  crown  per- 
ceived that  no  little  addition  to  the  revenue  could  be 
obtained  from  so  liberal  a  grant. 

In  1537  Viceroy  Mendoza  was  directed  to  impose 
tithes  upon  the  natives;  and  should  there  be  any  sur- 

<^Tbe  price  was  fixed  by  the  commiBBary  of  the  department.  Ths  amonat 
received  mto  the  treamn'  dariDs  tbe  25  yeara  from  17GS  to  1789  was 
Jj,-272,433.  Fongrraand  Ui-nttia,  Hut.  Rtai  Hae.,  iii,  336.  In  1798  the  pro- 
cec<lB  amounted  to  $340,897.  Btx.  Mex.  Geog- ,  H-  20.  Cousuit  also  Becop.  lU 
'■•     '•   179-81,  and  SMnano,  PotU.  Ind.,  u.  218-25, 


"  A  copy  of  tho  tranBlation  of  this  oonceflBion  writtea  in  Latin  ia  given  in 
Soliinano,  Polil.Ind.,  ii.  2-3.  The  bula  also  conferred  the  right  and  impOBed 
the  responsibility  '  de  predicar,  y  propagar  ]&  Vi,  f  uiidar  Iglesijia,  y  ponor  en 
ellaa  Minutios  Ecloaidaticoa,  dotarlas,  y  Bustentarlos  competeutemeDte. '  Ibid, 
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plus  after  the  payment  of  expenses  for  public  worship 
and  for  the  support  of  the  prelates,  ifc  was  ordered  to 
be  paid  into  the  royal  treasury,  since  according  to 

r  concession  such  tithes  belonged  to  the  crown.^ 
collection  of  these  ecclesiastical  rents  was  not 
seldom  a  cause  of  dispute  between  the  church  and  the 
state,**  as  well  as  between  prelates."  Yet  it  cannot 
be  denied  that  the  king  frequently  devoted  to  relig- 
ious purposes  that  portion  of  the  tithes  which  accrued 
to  himself" 

In  June  1539  a  royal  c^ula  was  passed,  assigning 
to  the  bishops  of  Tlascala,  Oiuaca,  and  Michoacan  one 
fourth  of  the  tithes  collected  in  their  respective  dio- 
ceses, and  ordering  that  if  their  stipends  could  not  be 
paid  from  that  source  the  deficiency  should  be  made 
good  from  other  funds  of  the  royal  treasury;  but  in 
October  of  the  same  year  a  more  permanent  division 
was  made.  The  crown  ordered  that  one  half  of  the 
tithes  accruing  to  each  cathedral  should  be  devoted 
to  the  use  of  the  prelate;  and  the  other  half  divided 
into  nine  equal  parts,  called  novenos,  two  of  which 
were  set  apart  for  the  crown,  three  for  the  building  of 
the  cathedral  and  hospital,  and  the  remaining  lour 
ninths  appropriated  to  the  payment  of  the  salaries  of 
the  curas.^  Various  modifications  were  made  from 
time  to  time  according  to  the  requirements  of  circum- 
stances, but  the  kings  of  Spain  ever  maintained  their 
right  to  the  two  ninths.     These  novenos  were  not 

'■  PatJuxo  and  Crirdenai,  Col.  Doe.,  U.  203.  In  1630  a  c^ala  pronded 
that  the  comendadorea  of  the  order  of  Santiago  should  not  be  exempt  from 
plying  ecclcBiasticaltitliea,  ondturthennore  made  the  payment  retrospective, 
Paga,  Vfdalario,  107-8. 

"Tbe  bishop  of  Tlascala  in  1637  claimed  the  tithes  on  wool,  taflhm,  and 
silk.  Thn  viceroy,  however,  refused  to  let  him  have  them,  as  the  yield  would 
1>e  large  and  oogut  to  go  into  the  king's  treasuiy.  PacAtco  and  Cdrdauu,  Col. 
i)o<:.,ii.  202-3. 

'*In  1530  the  bishops  of  Mexico  and  Michoacan  disagreed  on  this  subject, 
and  tbo  king  ordered  the  latter  prelate  to  submit  to  the  decision  of  the  vice- 
roy and  oidores  without  appMl.  Puga,  Cedulario.  118. 

"*  FovKCa  and  Umilia,  Hia.  Bfol  Mac.,  iii.  175-6.  For  a  number  of  laws 
relating  to  tithes  see  ZaTOont,  Leg.  nu.,m.  36-63;  //mvra,iiL  v.  iL  and  iii.; 
lUcop.  liefnd.,  i.  andii.  p 
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unfrequently  farmed  out,  but  at  the  auctions  at  which 
they  were  sold  frauds  were  as  repeatedly  committed 
as  at  the  sales  of  other  royalties/^ 

In  conclusion,  with  respect  to  tithes  I  may  add  that 
almost  every  article  of  produce  or  consumption  from 
silk  and  cacao  to  lentils  and  pot-herbs  was  thus  taxed, 
and  that  the  Spanish  colonists  frequently  endeavored 
to  avoid  the  payment  on  certain  productions,  but, 
under  the  pressure  of  the  united  interests  of  church 
and  state,  their  attempts  were  generally  defeated.^ 
Nor  did  the  religious  orders  escape.  In  1655  and 
1657  the  society  of  Jesus  were  condemned  to  pay 
tithes  on  all  crops  and  productions  of  their  estates,*** 

No  sooner  had  the  conquest  of  Mexico  been  accom- 
plished than  the  necessity  of  a  numismatic  system  of 
exchange  became  apparent.  Previous  to  the  arrival 
of  the  Spaniards  trade  had  been  mostly  carried  on  by 
barter,  and  cacao  beans  and  other  articles  were  used  as 

^^  Instructions  were  issaed  directing  the  andiencis  to  inyestigate  the  nature 
of  these  transactions.  Puga^  C^dtUario,  75,  79.  The  disorders  in  the  admin- 
istration of  this  and  other  revenues  continued  for  many  years.  In  1670  Vice- 
roy Mancera  caused  so  strict  an  investigation  to  be  made  that  a  repetition 
of  them  was  in  a  jg^reat  measure  prevented.  ItiHti'uc,  VireyeSf  298-9;  KevUla 
CHgedo,  Bandos^  it.  no.  xix.  1-3.  In  March  1728  the  royal  novenos  were 
leased  out  for  nine  years  at  f  19,000  annually.  When  the  lease  expired  thev 
were  again  let  for  a  similar  period  at  $20,000  a  year.  PcUtronaUo^  etc.,  i. 
129-30,  135,  in  i)oc.  iifeZw.  Mex.,  MS.,  ii.  no.  1. 

*•  In  Fonseca  and  Urrutia,  Hist.  Real  Ha/:.^  iii.  139^5,  will  be  found  copy 
of  a  decree  specifying  the  articles  on  which  tithes  and  first-fruits  were  paicf. 
There  are  some  iew  exceptions,  noticeable  among  which  are  pine-nuts  and 
acorns  *  de  que  no  se  ha  dc  pagar  diezmo,  *  p.  141 .  On  a  few  articles  a  lower  per- 
centage than  one  tenth  was  exacted.  The  total  amount  of  tithes  paid  into 
the  treasury  collected  in  the  archbishopric  of  Mexico  during  the  decennary 
1780  to  1789  was  $6,972,923,  one  ninth  of  which  sum  would  pertain  to  the 
crown,  /rf.,  260,  tabular  form. 

^  ZHscurso  Legaly  in  Diezmoa  de  IndiaSj  no.  viL  The  tenacity  ^ith  which 
the  crown  asserted  its  rights  to  the  titiies  of  the  church  is  frequently  dis- 
played. Although  a  papal  bull  granted  te  Cortes  immunity  from  tithes, 
the  king  ignored  the  pontiff's  autnority  in  the  matter,  and  ordered  Cortes 
to  pav.  PttgOf  C^duktrio,  84;  Montemaj/oTi  Svmarios,  49.  Were  the  tithes 
insufficient  to  pay  church  stipends,  it  was  ordered  that  they  should  be  pcid 
into  the  treasury  under  a  separate  account,  and  the  cler^  sustained  from 
other  funds  of  the  exchequer.  Discurso  Legal,  in  Diezmoa  deJndias,  viii.  12-13. 
About  the  middle  of  the  17th  century  the  bishops  in  New  Spain  claimed  ex- 
clusive right  to  the  tithes,  grounded  on  the  fact  that  Fernando  and  his 
daughter  Juana  had  made  a  grant  in  1512  to  the  prelates  and  clei^gy  of  Santo 
Domingo  and  Ihierto  Rico  of  the  tithes  in  those  islands;  but  it  was  maintained 
that  such  grant  in  no  way  indicated  that  they  had  abandoned  their  claim  to 
them  in  other  parts  of  the  Indies.  /</.,  7. 
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currency,  specie  being  unknown.*^  The  comparatively 
small  amount  of  coined  money  introduced  by  the  con- 
querors was  principally  of  the  higher  denominations, 
and  the  scarcity  of  small  coin  even  for  domestic  pur- 
poses caused  great  inconvenience.  To  obviate  this, 
the  cabildo  of  the  city  of  Mexico  passed  a  resolution 
on  the  6th  of  April  1526  to  the  effect  that  the  citizens 
might  have  their  tepuzque  gold  converted  at  the  smelt- 
ing works  into  pieces  of  one,  two,  and  four  tomines, 
and  of  one,  two,  and  four  pesos  de  oro.** 

As  trade  and  commerce  increased,  however,  the 
necessity  of  a  mint  became  urgent,  and  in  January 
1531  the  oidor  Salmeron  in  his  letter  to  the  council 
of  the  Indies  strongly  advised  the  establishment  of 
one  in  the  city  of  Mexico,*^  but  it  was  not  till  May 
1535  that  a  royal  c^dula  was  issued  to  that  effect.® 
A  portion  of  the  house  of  Cortes  was  assigned  by  the 
viceroy  for  the  new  establishment;  and  in  order  to  de- 
fray first  expenses  the  crown  granted  one  thousand 
marks  of  silver  to  be  taken  from  the  king's  fifth, 
tribute,  and  other  sources,  to  be  coined.**  It  was  fur- 
thermore ordered  that  to  meet  future  current  expenses 
one  real  out  of  every  mark  of  silver  should  be  retained 
for  that  purpose.^ 
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^  For  the  nearest  approach  to  coined  money  and  the  different  kinds  of 
currency  used  in  Mexico,  see  Native  Races,  ii.  381-2,  this  series. 

*^  L&ro  del  CcUnldo,  MS.,  1 14.  The  tomin  was  the  eighth  of  a  peso  de  oro. 
On  the  17th  of  Ancust  of  the  same  year  an  order  was  given  by  the  cabildo  for 
the  payment  of  157  pesos  de  oro  to  two  silversmiths  for  coining  2,951  pesos  de 
oro.  Jd,,  152-3.  For  two  years  oro  tepuzque  was  exclusively  used,  and  the 
intrinsic  value  fluctuated  so  much  that  a  standard  was  demanded.  In  Sep- 
tember 1528  the  cabildo  adopted  the  resolution  that  all  such  money  should  be 
examined  and  stamped.  The  silversmith,  Pedro  Espinosa,  was  intrusted  with 
the  work,  /d.,  237. 

*'^  Pacheco  and  Cdrdenas,  Col,  Doc, ,  xiii.  193-4.  The  president  Fuenleal  re- 
iterated this  recommendation  in  April  1532.  /d.,  217-18.  As  early  as  1525 
Luis  Ponce  de  Leon,  commissioned  to  go  to  New  Spain  as  juez  de  residencia, 
had  been  instructed  to  investigate  the  convenience  of  establishing  a  mint. 
Merrera,  dec  iiL  lib.  viii.  cap.  xv. 

"  Recop,  de  Ind,,  ii.  88.  The  c^dula  ordered  it  be  governed  by  the  laws 
regarding  mints  in  Spain.  By  c^ula  of  May  31,  1535,  it  was  ordered  that 
Spanish  money  circulated  in  the  Indies  should  have  the  value  of  34  marave- 
dis  per  real,  and  no  more.  Pvga,  Cedulario,  107. 

^Fonseca  and  Urrutia,  Hist,  Real  Hoc,,  i.  Ill,  120.  This  was  the  first 
money  coined  at  the  mint. 

*^  This  amount  was  found  to  be  insufficient,  and  later  iu  the  same  year  a 
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Laws  were  also  passed  to  the  effect  that  the  officials 
of  the  mint  should  be  appointed  every  two  years,  and 
by  the  viceroy  only  ;^  that  civil  suits  against  employes 
in  the  mint  be  adjudged  by  the  alcaldes  of  the  mint, 
and  by  no  other  judicial  authority;^  and  that  no  silver 
should  be  received  unless  it  bore  the  stamp  which 
certified  that  the  royal  fifth  had  been  satisfied.  Per- 
sons who  contravened  this  law  were  to  suffer  death 
and  confiscation  of  property.  The  silver  thus  pre- 
sented was  to  be  seized.^  No  official  could  buy  or  sell 
bullion. 

It  must  not  be  supposed  that  the  appointment  of 
the  mint  officials  by  the  king  or  viceroy  constituted 
them  royal  officers.  From  its  first  establishment  the 
mint  was  leased  to  private  individuals,*^  and  the  offi- 
cials were  as  yet  in  the  service  of  the  lessees  and  not 
of  the  crown,  which,  however,  retained  the  right  of 
their  appointment.  The  work  of  improving  the  specie 
system  of  exchange  was  at  once  begun.  In  1536  the 
tepuzque  coinage,  the  value  of  which  had  been  arbi- 
trary, fluctuating,  and  above  par,  was  ordered  to  be 
called  in  and  recoined  into  pieces  of  oro  de  minas.''^ 
A  large  quantity  of  silver  coin  ^^  was  struck  off  the 

c^dula  was  passed  which  provided  that  three  reales  should  be  deducted;  two 
of  which  were  to  be  devoted  to  the  payment  of  expenses,  and  one  paid  to  the 
kinff  as  royalty.  Recop.  de  Ind.,  ii.  89. 

^Viceroy  Mendoza  in  his  letter  to  the  king  of  December  10,  1537,  com- 
plains that  though  he  had  been  authorized  to  make  these  appointments, 
assayers,  engravers,  and  other  employes  holding  royal  appointments  had 
arrived  from  Spain.  This  had  been  the  cause  of  m-feeiing.  Carta  al  Mey,  in 
Florida,  Col  Doc,  126-8. 

^  This  did  not  apply,  however,  to  matters  touohins  the  king*s  fifth  or 
other  tributes.  Such  cases  were  to  be  tried  by  the  justicias  ordinarias.  /</., 
iL  92.  The  alcaldes  of  the  mint  were  officers  who  attended  daily  to  adjudi- 
cate on  business  connected  therewith.  Puga,  CedtUario,  131.  The  viceroy  was 
instructed  to  appoint  jueces  de  residencia  of  the  alcaldes  and  mint  officials 
eveiy  two  years.  Recop,  de  Ind.,  ii.  90. 

•"Viceroy  Mendoza  in  his  letter  to  the  king  of  December  10,  1537,  urges 
the  abruption  of  this  severe  law,  and  suggests  that  all  bullion  should  be  sent 
to  the  mint  before  being  quintada,  and  that  it  should  be  taxed  the  royal  fifth 
at  the  establishment.  PacJieeo  and  Cdrdenas,  CoL  Doc.,,  ii.  191.  Yet  this  law 
was  restricted  in  1565,  1620,  and  1646.  Fonseca  and  Urrutia^  Hist,  Real 
Bac„i.  113. 

«»  Mex.  Quia  de  ffac.,  ii.  59;  Humboldt,  Eaaai  Pol.,  ii.  676-6. 

^®  The  further  coinage  of  gold,  however,  was  prohibited. 

'*  These  coins  were  not  circular,  but  of  irregular  polv^nal  form,  and  called 
tnacu^ina.    They  were  called  in  to  be  reduced  to  bullion  in  1774.  Dispow:^ 


COPPER  AND  CACAO  CURRENCY.  671 

same  year,  and  copper  money  introduced.  This  latter 
innovation  was  almost  ludicrous  in  its  operation. 
The  new  pieces  of  despised  copper  were  held  in  con- 
tempt by  the  natives,'*  and  they  refused  to  receive 
them.  They  would  sell  their  small  articles  of  manu- 
facture or  a  measure  of  maize  for  a  few  cacao  beans, 
but  not  for  an  ill-shaped  hit  of  copper  with  a  mark  on 
it.  The  circulation  of  the  coin  was,  however,  enforced 
by  the  viceroy.  But  though  by  stringent  measures  the 
Indian  could  be  compelled  to  take  in  trade  the  objec- 
tionable medium,  he  could  not  be  made  to  keep  such 
a  symbol  of  poverty,"  and  he  cast  it  from  him.  He 
threw  it  into  the  gutters  and  hurled  it  into  the  lake 
that  it  might  never  more  be  seen,  and  in  a  year  or  two 
the  natives  succeeded  in  getting  rid  of  more  than  one 
hundred  thousand  pesos'  worth  of  the  offensive  trash.'* 
During  the  decade  1541  to  1550,  more  suitable  de- 
nominations were  put  into  circulation,  but  the  amount 
coined  does  not  appear  to  have  been  sufficient  to  meet 
the  requirements  of  the  increase  in  trade  and  com- 
merce, and  both  Spaniards  and  Indians  purchased 
goods  with  unstamped  bullion  and  gold  dust.  This 
practice  was  prohibited  by  royal  c^dula  of  the  16th  of 

Varias,  \.  30.  A  royal  order  at  November  1537  proTldod  that  diver  piec««  of 
eight,  four,  two,  one,  and  one  half  reales  should  be  coiaed  in  thu  same  nisn- 
ner  as  in  Spain.  Recop.  dt  lud.,  ii.  83.  !□  1Q38  the  Tolue  of  the  real  da  plat* 
nas  nxedat  34  muavedlH,  the  Btandardof  the  Spauiehcoiu,  JRecop.  dtlnd.,  iL 
04,  and  in  1541  it  was  ordered  that  all  silyer  pieces  should  ci  '  '  " 
allo^,  have  the  same  value,  weight,  size,  and  impression  as 
Spam.  Jd.,  ii.  89.  Money  coined  in  any  part  of  t) 
in  other  p«i»  of  Spain.  Jd.,  M, 

"  '  Hocian  barla  de  ton  baza  coca.'  Torqwrnada,  i.  614. 

"  '  Diciondo  que  beiti  muestra  de  mucha  pobresa.'  Paaa,  Yireytt,  in  Mon, 
Dair.  Esp.,  MS.,  81. 

^'Ibid.  Toronemadft  aayi,  '  y  ■«  perdieroo,  segnn  ae  diio,  maa  de  doci- 
entos  mil  Pesos  de  valor.  ..en  eataLagnna  de  Mexico,  porqnejamtapareciese.' 
1.  614.  Fnenleal  bad  foreseen  that  tbe  inlrodacticai  of  copper  coin  would 
meet  with  opposition,  and  in  his  letter  of  April,  1532,  to  tbe  kmg,  ofFered  tbe 
advice  that  no  mone^  de  vellon  should  be  coined.  Pachteo  and  Cdrdaun, 
Col.  Doc.,  xiii.  217-18.  About  the  year  1640  or  1041,  tbe  circulation  of  cop- 
per coinage  bad  entirely  ceased,  C'avo,  7^aSigloi,i.  131,  and  an  attempt  waa 
made  to  supply  its  pmce  by  that  of  the  silver  cuartillo,  or  fourth  part  of  a 
real.  The  insignificant  size  of  these  coins  made  them  as  objectionable  as 
their  more  bulky  predecessors.  But  instead  of  being  all  thrown  sway,  qoao- 
taties  of  them  were  collected,  melted,  and  cast  into  bars.  Tor^emada,  L  614. 
Tbey  were  again  coined  in  1794.  DitpotU.  Variat,  i.  86. 
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nal  whose  particular  office  was  the  suppression  of 
counterfeiting.  From  the  first  introduction  of  a  coined 
medium  into  the  country  false  money  began  to  be  fabri- 
cated, at  which  illegal  craft  the  natives  showed  them- 
selves no  less  skilful  than  the  Spaniards.®* 

This  court  was  composed  of  six  ministers,  including 
the  president,  one  fiscal,  and  a  secretary.^  There 
was  besides  a  number  of  subaltern  officers  of  different 
grades.  The  oflSce  of  president  was  vested  perpetually 
in  the  secretary  of  state  for  the  treasury,  who  was 
made  judge  and  superintendent-general  of  all  mints. 
Two  at  least  of  the  ministers,  as  well  as  the  fiscal, 
were  required  to  be  graduates  of  law.  His  Majesty 
conferred  upon  this  court  absolute  jurisdiction  in  all 
matters  pertaining  to  it,  without  appeal,  and  free  from 
all  interference  of  the  audiencia,  other  tribunals,  or 
councils.^ 

From  the  year  when  the  smelter  and  assayer  were 
made  royal  officials,  other  officers  from  time  to  time 
were  removed  from  the  service  of  the  lessees  to  that 
of  the  crown,  till  eventually,  in  1732,  the  mint  was 
incorporated,  by  royal  cddula  of  the  14th  of  July, 
with  the  royal  treasury,  under  the  direction  of  a 
superintendent.^ 

When  Humboldt  was  in  Mexico  this  establishment 
gave  employment  to  between  three  hundred  and  sixty 
and  four  hundred  employes,  and  its  machinery  was 
such  that  without  any  extraordinary  activity  $30,- 

^  Viceroy  Mendoza  in  1537  stated  to  the  kins  that  the  Indians  displayed 
extraordinary  skill  in  counterfeiting  money.  Even  the  cacao  beans  which 
were  used  as  currency  were  counterleited  by  them.  Florida,  Col.  Die.,  128. 

®*  *Ck)n  ejercicio  y  refrendata.*  Fonseca  and  UrnUia,  Hint.  JReal.  Hac.f  i. 

131. 

^Previously  counterfeiters  were  tried  by  the  audiencia,  or  any  competent 
court  of  justice.  fcL,  i.  114.  The  members  of  this  court  were  instructed  to 
inform  themselves  thoroughly  about  all  business  connected  with  coining,  and 
the  operations  of  all  silversmiths  and  workers  in  gold  and  silver,    fd. ,  i.  131-2. 

^  BeleHay  Recop.y  L  pt.  iii.  123.  The  superintendent  was  made  subordi- 
nate to  the  viceroy  in  1735.  Recdes  Cididasy  MS.,  ii.  f.  70.  The  viceroy  had 
supreme  jurisdiction  over  all  the  ministers  and  officers  connected  with  the 
department,  *bien  que  el  conocimiento  en  primera  Instaucia  de  las  causas 
civiles  y  criminales  corresponde  al  Superintendente,  y  de  bus  sentencias  se 
apela  al  Superior  Goviemo,'  Galvez,  Irjbrme  del  Marquez,  15. 
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to  the  correction  of  abuses,  and  succeeded  in  bringing 
about  a  more  healthy  condition  of  the  royal  treasury, 
which  in  1673  was  free  from  debt.  Mancera  during 
his  rule  increased  the  revenue  $213,000  a  year.^^  But 
this  improved  state  of  affairs  did  not  last  long.  Vice- 
roy Linares  in  1716  thus  describes  the  condition  of 
the  exchequer  and  his  own  position:  "The  royal 
treasury  is  administered  like  a  bankrupt  merchant's 
estate,  and  the  viceroys,  playing  the  part  correspond- 
ing to  that  of  the  assignees,  only  liquidate  the  most 
urgent  debts."*^ 

In  1765  the  revenue  amounted  to  $6,130,314,  and 
in  1790  to  $19,400,213;  yet  with  this  ever  increas- 
ing income  proportionately  increasing  demands  were 
made,  and  Mexico  had  to  bear  the  burden  of  wars  and 
the  support  of  sister  colonies.®^  But  it  was  during  the 
wars  with  the  English  and  French  that  the  greatest 
strain  was  put  upon  her.  Not  only  had  the  colonists 
to  pay  increased  taxes,  but  their  patriotism  was  ap- 
pealed to,  loans  were  raised,  and  voluntary  contribu- 
tions solicited.^ 

When  Viceroy  Branciforte  entered  upon  his  ad- 
ministration in  1794  he  found  the  treasury  exhausted 
and  the  sources  of  supply  apparently  stopped.  But 
he  immediately  effected  a  loan  from  the  commercial 

^  Ho  moreover  remitted  to  the  king  during  his  term  $4,376,312.  Mancera^ 
Instruc.y  in  Doc.  In^,,  xxi.  523-52. 

•^  Linares^  Instruc,  MS.,  54.  The  king  required  the  viceroy  to  remit  him 
annually  $1,000,000,  and  Linar«%8  explains  to  his  successor  how  impossible  it 
had  been  for  him  to  do  so.  Id. ,  52-6. 

**  The  appropriations — situados— disbursed  by  the  treasury  for  the  pay- 
ment of  military  and  civil  salaries  and  the  maintenance  of  garrisons,  etc., 
abroad,  durinff  the  period  1770  to  181 1,  amounted  to  $3,837,700  annually.  Soc. 
Mex.  Geog.,  2da  ep.  i.  421-2.     Remittances  to  Habaxia,  Pensacola,  and  Carta- 

Sena  during  the  five  years  1755  to  1759  amounted  to  $7,884,176.    Certif, 
fercedt  MS.,  124-31.     According  to  Humboldt,  during  the  years  1788  to 
1792  $1,826,000  was  sent  to  the  island  of  Cuba.  Eami  Pol.,  ii.  803. 

•*Loans  were  eflFected  in  1748  at  three  per  cent  interest.  In  1758  the  in- 
terest was  fixed  at  five  per  cent.  ProvidenciasJRenleSf  MS.,  11-12,  153-5.  The 
merchants  with  great  willingness  loaned  the  government  $2,800,000  in  1771 
sin  premio.  Cavo,  Tres  SigtoSy  iii.  15.  Conspicuous  among  those  ready  to 
lend  their  aid  was  Antonio  Bassoco,  who  in  1778  loaned  the  government  the 
sums  of  $100,000  and  $200,000  without  interest.  At  the  same  time  he  made 
presents  to  the  amount  of  $115,000  in  different  sums.  Zamacois,  JJist,  M^j., 
vi.  561. 
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and  mining  tribunals  of  $2,000,000,  and  others  from 
the  merchants  and  public,  not  bearing  interest,  so 
that  in  less  than  three  years  he  despatched  $32,000,- 
000  to  different  parts  for  the  king's  account.^  His 
successor  Azanza  almost  despaired  of  raising  another 
loan  on  similar  terms  though  instructed  by  the  king 
to  do  so.^  By  judicious  financiering  and  squeezing, 
however,  he  managed  to  send  to  Spain  and  different 
colonies,  during  his  short  administration  of  less  than 
two  years,  $26,600,000,  besides  paying  government 
debts  to  the  amount  of  nearly  half  a  million,  and  leav- 
ing more  than  $6,100,000  in  the  treasury.  But  as  the 
clouds  gathered  round  the  Spanish  throne  the  needs 
of  the  monarch  became  greater  and  more  pressing. 
In  1801  a  war  tax  was  imposed  upon  bequeathed 
property,^  and  in  1805  Cdrlos  IV.  levied  an  annual 
mcome  upon  the  revenues  of  the  church,  which  be- 
tween 1805  and  1809  amounted  to  $12,080,291.^ 

Meanwhile  loans  and  more  loans  were  asked  for, 
and  responded  to  with  patriotic  readiness  and  liberal- 
ity; but  when  at  last  in  1809  one  of  $20,000,000  was 
called  for  immediately  after  a  contribution  of  over 
$3,000,000,^  the  people  murmured,  and  the  money 
could  not  be  raised. ^^ 

The  receipts  of  the  treasury  from  ordinary  sources 
in  1809  amounted  to  $20,462,307;  after  payment  of 

^Branciforte^  in  Linares^  Instruct  8-9. 

*^'Me  dcsalentaba  el  recuerdo  de  las  repetidas  contribnciones  de  la  misma 
clase  que  habian  liecho  en  los  ultimos  tiempoa.'  AzaTvsa,  Imtruc.,  110-11. 

'^The  tax  varied  from  two  per  cent  on  the  amount  left  to  one  half  of  one 
year's  income,  according  to  the  amount  and  kind  of  property  bequeathed. 
Dumosk.  V arias,  L  116-19. 

^Soc.  Mex,  Oeog,,  2da  ep.  L  438-95. 

••  In  1809,  Andrew  Cochrane  was  sent  by  the  English  government  *  con  ima 
letra  de  la  junta  Central  de  3  millones  de  duros'  to  negotiate  a  loan  for  that 
amount.  The  call  was  responded  to  with  great  readiness,  and  in  a  short  time 
the  sum  of  $3,210,435  was  raised.  Cancelada,  TeL  Mex.,  32-6.  A  list  of  the 
subscribers  is  given.  Consult  Alaman,  Hist.  Mex.,  i.  304-5.  In  the  previous 
year  $2,100,0W)  had  been  raised,  and  shortly  afterward  the  resident  Euro- 
peans contributed  §2,700,000.  Cancelada,  Ruma  de  la  N.  Eap.,  80-1. 

^^  Alaman,  Hist.  Alex.,  i.  306-7.  A  second  attempt  was  again  made  in 
1810.  Duiposic.  Varias,  ii.  3,  4,  15;  Gaz.  Gob.  Mex.,  1810,  i.  797-801.  The 
national  constituent  congress  recognized  by  decree  'debts  contracted  by  the 
government  of  the  viceroys  till  September  17,  1810.*  Mtx,  Mem,  Minist,  Hel,, 
ill.  doc.  vii.  no.  4,  p.  6. 
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the  government  expenses  in  New  Spain,  and  remis- 
sions to  the  colonies  and  the  mother  country,  there 
barely  remained  $2,000,000  in  the  treasury,  while  the 
public  debt  amounted  to  $29,929,695.^^^  With  re- 
gard to  the  shipments  of  treasure  from  New  Spain  to 
the  royal  treasury  and  the  colonies  on  account  of  the 
king,  the  drain  upon  the  country  is  prominently  set 
forth  by  the  fact  that,  during  the  period  from  1690 
to  1807  inclusive,  $1,052,579,000  of  coined' gold  and 
silver  were  shipped,  $767,000,000  of  which  found  its 
way  into  the  royal  treasury  of  Spain.^^ 

^''Wancelada,  Tel  Mex.,  286-92. 
^^^Ccmcelada,  Bmiia  de  la  N,  Efsp.t  37-8. 

The  bases  which  have  beep  used  in  the  preceding  chapter  have  naturally 
been  derived  from  volumes  which  contain  royal  ordinances  and  official  docu- 
ments on  a  great  variety  of  subjects.  Among  such  works  are  included  the 
Recop.  de  Ind.;  HecUes  Ordenes;  Recdea  CMulas;  Ordenes  de  la  Corona;  Mon- 
temayor^  Svmario^  and  a  number  of  others  containing  laws  and  regulations  for 
the  administration  of  the  treasury;  laws  M'hich  occasionally  remitted  some 
impost  for  the  benefit  of  the  Indians  or  even  the  colonists  generally,  but 
yet  continually  imposed  fresh  taxes  and  duties  as  time  passed  on.  But  in 
addition  to  such  authorities  a  large  number  of  others  have  been  consulted. 
Prominent  among  these  is  the  Bihlioteca  de  Le{jUlacion  UltravmrinOy  of  Josd 
Maria  Zamora  y  Coronada,  published  in  1844-6.  This  work  contains,  besides 
royal  c^dulas  and  regulations  bearing  upon  every  branch  of  the  government, 
a  large  collection  of  acts  of  the  audiencia,  proclamations,  and  orders  issued 
from  the  year  1680.  A  clear  conception  of  the  wide  difference  between  the 
old  and  new  commercial  systems  is  obtained  from  a  comparison  of  the  differ- 
ent tariffs  of  the  custom-house  which  prevailed  during  the  two  epochs. 
Vetancurt  in  his  Tratado  de  la  Ciudad  de  Mexico  treats  casually  and  briefly 
of  several  branches  of  the  revenue,  such  as  the  introduction  of  the  alcabala, 
p.  10;  demand  upon  the  Indians  for  a  loan,  p.  1 1 ;  the  constitution  of  the  tri- 
bunals of  the  exchequer,  p.  28;  the  founding  of  the  mint,  and  other  matters 
connected  with  finance  in  early  days.  Villa- Sefior  gives  a  more  extended  ac- 
count of  these  matters  in  Theatro  Americano^  i.  38-50,  yet  it  is  but  a  sketch 
of  the  numerous  ramifications  of  the  revenue  office.  Alaman,  in  his  Disert,, 
and  Hist.  Mex.,  gives  some  reliable  and  valuable  information  relative  to  both 
the  revenue  and  the  mint,  but  it  is  neither  copious  nor  connected. 

An  extremely  valuable  work  on  this  subject  is  the  Historia  General  de 
Real  Ilaciendaf  compiled  by  Fabian  de  Fonseca  and  Cdrlos  de  Urrutia,  by 
order  of  the  viceroy  Conde  de  Revilla  Gigedo.  The  six  printed  volumes 
which  compose  the  work  cost  great  research,  and  the  authors,  having  had 
access  to  all  necessary  public  documents,  have  produced  as  complete  and  ac- 
curate a  history  of  the  real  hacienda  and  statistics  connected  with  the  gov- 
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ii.  3-15;  iii.  IS,  25-39,  56-63;  Reeop,  de  InditUy  i.  iL,  passim;  MonumenJU>9 
Domin,  E»p.,  MS.,  30-2,  81,  123,  165-6;  Id.,  Hist,  y  Pol,,  MS.,  373-46, 
501-89;  Guijo,  Diario,  passim;  OtuUemala,  Auto^  de  Parte,  MS.,  1-41; 
Samcmiego,  Beladon,  passim;  America,  Dewrip.,  MS.,  122-3;  Zurita,  Rein- 
cUm,  MS.,  18-21,  44-75;  Alaman,  Disert,  ii.  102-5,  310-16;  Id.,  Hist.  Mej., 
i.  4  et  seq.;  Leyes  Variaa  Anot.,  MS.,  53-5,  353-7;  Robles,  Diario,  74-8,  207. 
217,  294;  Lerdo  de  Ttjada,  Apunt.  Hint.,  301-9,  388;  /d,  Comerc.  Estad., 
21-3;  Diezmos  de  Indian,  passim;  Monte  Pio  de  Ofidnas,  Prontuario,  1-50; 
Bdeka,  Recop.y  i.  58-78,  123-5,  106-7;  Mayorga,  Derechos,  passim;  Arce  y 
Echeagaray,  Inntruc,  1-96;  Mfxico,  Contestacion  d  las  ObAerv.,  71,  100-102; 
Id.,  Dtrechos,  1-14;  Id.,  Estado  de  Real  Hoc.,  94;  Id.,  Eocpoincion  al  Sob. 
Cong.,  30;  Id.,  Memoria  Agric.  1843,  2-4;  Id.,  Memoria  Hoc.  1844i  3-7;  Id., 
1849,  4-18,  56;  Id.,  1870,  38,  01-5;  Id.,  Memoria  Prtnentada,  1-60;  Id.,  Me- 
moria Rfl.  1852,  6;  Id.,  Not.  Ciud.  Mex.,  132-3,  298-9,  307-28,  337-60;  Id., 
Reafee  Aranzeles,  1-112;  Id.,  Rel.  Estado,  4-5;  Id.,  Regfamento,  passim; 
Sifuier's  MSS.,  ii.  18-21,  44-75;  Oiierra,  Modo,  1-80;  Willie,  Not.  Hoc., 
1-6,  20-2;  EsUdla,  xxvi.  284,  344;  xxvii.  11-15,  217-46;  Iniendentes  Real 
Ord.,  202-62;  Orozco  y  Berra,  Mem.  Ciud.  Mex.,  168-71;  Cavo,  Tres  Sighs, 
pp.  xiii.-xxiii.  121,  131;  ii.  16-17,  147-60,  182-4;  iii.  15,  265-71;  Manijiesto 
de  8U  Justicia,  1-58;  Fonwca  y  Urrutia,  Real  Hac,  i.-vi.,  passim;  Soc.  Mex. 
Oeog.,' Boletin,  ii.  7,  17-40;  v.  336;  viu.  556-7;  x.  505-11;  xi.  320-1;  Id., 
2daep.  L  297,  330,  348,  376.  404-22;  iiL  93-4,  179-81,  201-2;  Zamora,  Bib. 
Leg.  Ult.,  i.  25-8,  31;  ii.  533-40;  iii.  35-63,  209-12.  432-59;  ri.  81-96;  Ter- 
naux-Compans,  Voy.,  s^rie  i.  torn.  x.  243-56,  451-3;  s^rie  iL  torn.  v.  85, 
124-5,  170-2,  191,* 246-74;  Zuhiga  y  0.,  Calend.,  72-5.  88-98,  119,  140-8; 
Rivera,  GobernanteH  Mex.,  i.  30,  99-100,  132  et  seq.;  Museo  Mex.,  i.  353-8, 
393-402;  iii.  407-8 J*i v.  94,  259-60;  Elhuyar,  Indagacionen,  passim;  Lahnrpe, 
Abr^g^,  x.  251-3;  Ordenanzas para  el  Gobiemo,  1-59;  Id.,  Real Renta  Polvora, 
1-73;  Id.,  Renl  Rente  Naypes,  1-35;  Id.,  Labor  Moneda^,  1-59;  Mayer'tt  Mex. 
Azt.,  i.  141,  248,  274-5;  ii.  92,  96,  107-8;  Cancelada,  Tel.  Mex.,  32-6,  47-51, 
166-9,  285-97;  Id.,  Ruina  de  la  N.  Esp.,  37-8;  Vents,  Arte  Plumaria,  8; 
Tribulos,  Reglamento,  1-14;  Id.,  Reglamento  y  Ordenanzas,  1-66;  Arancel 
derfchos,  1-39;  Hernandez,  Estad.  Mej.,  133;  Nouv.  AnnaXes  des  Vot/.,  iv. 
254-5;  Humboldt,  Essai  Pol,  i.  279;  ii.  578-82,  675-81,  734,  803;  Id.,  New 
Spain,  iv.  205-81;  Id.,  TaUas  Estad.,  MS.,  46-54;  Id.,  Versuck,  1-29,  55. 
120-21;  Gaceta  Mfx.,  i.-x.,  passim;  Alzate,  Gacetas,  i.  82,  106-7;  Guia  de 
Hac.,  I  72-3;  u.  59-68,  116-28,  141-4;  SanMilian,  Juez  OJieial,  1-19;  Cortes, 
Diario,  iv.  106-8;  v.  220;  Ward's  Mex.,  i.  55;  ii.  12,  15,  31-2,  49,  58;  Chev.i- 
Her,  Le  Mexique,  533-43;  Fabrica  y  Estampa  de  Naypes,  1-16;  Domenech, 
Hist.  Mex.,  i.  250-51,  278;  Tributos,  Reglamento  de,  1-14;  Guerra,  Rev.  de 
N.  Esp.,  I  175-6,  299-301;  u.  630-31;  ArHllaga,  Recop.,  1830,  453-523;  Id., 
Informe  que  dieron,  12;  Galvez,  Informe  Marquis  Son.,  jmBsim;  Diario  Mex., 
ii.  151-2;  iii.  8,  36,  410-11;  v.  194,  222,  285;  vii.  120;  ix.  158;  xi.,  passim; 
xii.  66  et  seq.;  xiii.,  passim;  Zamacois,  Hv<t.  Mej.,  iv.  599-631;  v.  408-9, 
420-4,  468,  476-9,  546-58,  571-91,  612  et  seq.;  vi.  19,  23,  40-96,  12S-36,  182, 
338-9,  561;  vii.  149,  178.  380-1;  x.  1318-19,  1334-5,  1390-2;  El  Tiempo, 
1834,  199;  1840,  92;  Pap.Var.,  v.  52-4;  xvL  132-48,  164;  xxxv.  1-26;  liv. 
27,  67;  Ixxx.  1-27;  cxlii.  39-40;  cl.  23;  clxi.  3;  cxxxix.  39-40;  ccxv.  37-8; 
Zavala,  Rev.  Mex.,  ii.  2.V6;  Condidones  del  Real  Assiento,  1-25;  Yuratan, 
Estad.,  7-12;  Salmon's  Modem  Hist..,  iii.  215;  Niles,  Register,  xxiii.  133,  155; 
xxvii.  245;  Mofras,  Explor.,  i.  39-86;  Arroniz,  Hist,  y  Cron.,  153;  Juicio  de 
un  Americano,  5;  Alvarez,  Estudios  Hist.,  iii  262,  424;  Instruction  de  los  CO' 
misionados,  1-30;  Reglamento  para  el  Gobierno,  1-63;  Pradt,  Hist.  Rev.  Esp., 
39-40;  InstUuto  Geog.  Estad.,  23;  Aguardiente,  Reglamento,  1-26;  Breves 
Reflex.  Pulque,  6;  Modo  Aument.  Donero,  3;  Queipo,  Col.  Doc,  132-64;  Bras- 
seur  de  Bourbourg,  Nat.  Civ.,  iv.  775;  Abeja  Poblana,  1-76;  Dice.  Univ.,  i. 
52-3;  ix.  265-7;  x.  917;  Torrente,  Revol.  Hispan,  I  13-18,  23;  Media  Anaia, 
Real  Ced.,  1-3;  Thompson's  Recollections,  191-6;  Quer^taro,  Not.  Est.,  73-4; 
Pelaez,  Mem.  Hist.  Guat.,  i.  251-56;  ii.  184-206;  Rivera,  Hist.  Jalapa,  i.  59, 
1X2,  144,  164,  198-9. 
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e82  THE  SECULAR  CLERGY. 

Among  the  orders  of  monks  were  always  to  be 
found  from  the  earliest  days  men  who  had  come  to 
America  to  render  good  service  to  God  and  their  king, 
at  the  same  time  ridding  themselves  of  the  monotony 
of  conventual  life,  and  winning  renown  for  their  re- 
spective orders  and  distinction  for  themselves.  Many 
of  them  earned  the  coveted  crown  of  martyrdom,  fear- 
lessly carrying  the  gospel  and  the  arts  of  peace  among 
savages,  and  a  much  larger  number  won  fame  either 
by  their  charity  and  missionary  labors,  or  by  their 
learning  and  writings  upon  various  topics,  especially  on 
the  countries  where  they  dwelt  or  journeyed.  Not  a 
few  attained  to  high  position,  and  thus  secured  a  larger 
field  for  usefulness.  JBut  it  must  be  confessed  that  the 
regular  orders  also  contained  unworthy  members,  men 
who  shrank  from  poverty  and  discipline,  some  of  whom 
were  vain,  covetous,  and  profligate,  and  looked  upon 
their  mission  in  the  New  World  only  as  an  opportunity 
to  gratify  their  desire  for  a  life  of  ease  and  pleasure. 

After  the  spiritual  conquest  of  Mexico,  it  was  an 
easy  matter  for  these  ecclesiastics  to  have  themselves 
assigned  to  parishes  or  doctrinas,  which,  though  an 
outward  show  of  religion  was  maintained,  became  hot- 
beds of  vice ;  even  the  sacred  act  of  confession  being 
profaned.  This  scandalous  immorality  was,  in  the 
second  half  of  the  eighteenth  and  early  years  of  the 
nineteenth  century,  most  noticeable  at  the  seats  of 
some  of  the  dioceses  and  in  small  towns;  in  the  capital 
the  clergy  were  somewhat  restrained  from  open  exhi- 
bitions of  vice  by  the  presence  of  the  superior  author- 
ities of  New  Spain. 

The  day  came  when  the  supreme  government  de- 
cided that  the  friars  should  be  restricted  to  their 
own  proper  functions,  and  not  be  allowed  any  longer 
to  encroach  on  those  of  the  secular  clergy,  and  the  au- 
thorities encouraged  the  latter  to  assert  their  rights.* 
A  long  contest  ensued,  in  which  the  religious  orders 
struggled  for  every  point,  but  they  were  defeated ;  and 

*Rt(de8C4dula8,  MS.,  90-2. 
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eU  THB  8ECULAB  CLEBOY. 

The  prestige  of  the  church  waa  jealously  upheld  by 
law,'  and  the  Indiaos  continued  to  pay  the  regular 
clergy  the  reverence  which  the  early  missioDaries  had 
won  from  them,  a  reverence  bordering  on  veneration. 
This  wrought  no  mischief  so  long  as  it  waa  shown  to 
men  worthy  of  it,  for  the  old  friars  were  firm  sup- 
porters of  the  government,  but  when  bestowed  on  a 
corrupt  and  presumptuous  clergy  it  became  a  source 
of  great  danger,^  especially  as  the  lower  offices  of  the 
church  were  in  the  hands  of  discontented  natives, 
who,  being  in  contact  with  the  masses,  must  have 
influenced  them  in  political  affairs.  This  element 
became  a  powerful  agent,  and  the  time  came  when  it 
worked  upon  the  hearts  of  a  large  majority  of  the 
inhabitant  against  the  Spanish  dominauon. 

The  church  of  Mexico,  like  that  of  the  rest  of 
Spanish  America,  was  under  the  immediate  control 
of  the  crown,  through  its  representatives,  the  viceroy 
and  governors,  by  virtue  of  the  real  patrmtato.  This 
was  a  right  held  as  the  most  valuable  of  the  crown's 
attributes;'  it  was  claimed  on  the  ground  of  prior 

'  Id  1790  a  mulatto,  for  striking  a,  prieet,  was  awarded  4O0  laahea  well  laid 
OD.  An  alcalde  lie  oorte,  for  a  similar  ofience,  waa  excommunicated,  A 
royal  order  of  the  same  year  prescribed  the  penalty  of  death  for  roliberio* 
committed  in  churcbea.  RoUtt,  Diario,  30-7;  Ortcijii,  A.,  Volo  Fund.,  10. 
The  worebip  of  tlie  masses,  who  had  little  iuBtniction  in  relit^on.  consisted 
mainly  of  e.iternal  show.  Tlie  duque  de  Linares  aaid;  *En  esto  rcyno  todo 
as  extcrioridad,  y  viviendo  poaeidoa  de  loa  vicioa. .  .lea  parece  i,  lo  mas,  (]US 
trayendo  el  rosuno  al  cuello  y  beaando  la  mano  ii  na  saccnlote  son  Catiilicoa, 

5ue  lo»  dioz  inimdamientoa  no  sd  si  loe  caninutan  en  ceremonias.'  Linares, 
iisfiiic.,  MS.,  37.  An  able  writer  in  1TS5  severely  criticised  the  religious 
practices  in  tlie  capital,  deoouncing  them  as  barbarous,  becanse  thoy  con- 
rerC«il  the  most  solemn  mysteries  of  the  Catholic  church  into  acta  of  supersti- 
tion and  fanaticism  in  the  most  ridiculous  form;  he  uses  those  words:  '  En 
uinguna  parte  del  re  no  cristiano  se  presume  de  mas  cristiandad  y  devocion, 
y  en  ninguna  estii  nic'^toa  radicada  que  en  eeta  capital. '  ViUarroel,  Ei\f.  Po!iL, 
75-81,  in  Hiitlaiaante,   Via  de  la.  Pati-ia.  v. 

•The  duquo  dc  Lirares,  in  view  of  the  prevailing  corruption,  and  remem- 
beriug  the  nots  ngnin.t  the  marquds  de  Gelves  in  IG24,  made  it  a  point  to 
avoid  all  bickering  with  churchmen.  He  gave  his  reasons  as  follows:  '  I'onjue 
son  capoces  de  at  rope  1*-  el  nsp^to  do  la  persona,  6  inquLetar  loa  animos  de 
1 0S  sec  u  tare  3,  porquo..  .lacantida^l  lie  ecleaiafticM  iguorantes  uo  ea  poca,..y 
el  todo  del  pueblo  ilc  la  vuz  de  oatolicos  en  aparieiicia  ta  oomun.'  Liiarts, 
lattruc,  MS.,  .17,  Jl-a. 

■  '1a  piedra  mas  rica,  1ft  Diaa  preciosa  Margarita  de  su  Seal  Diadema.. 


REAL  PATRONATO.  685 

discovery  and  possession,  and  the  introduction  of  Chris- 
tianity, followed  by  the  building  and  endowment  of 
churches,  convents,  and  monasteries.  To  this  were 
added  the  privileges  conferred  by  popes  Alexander 
VI.  and  Julius  II.,  confinned  by  later  briefs  of  the 
holy  see.'"  The  decision  of  the  first  ecclesiastical 
council  of  Mexico  reserving  patront^e  to  the  king 
was  advanced  as  an  additional  reason.  The  preri^fa- 
tive  was  claimed  as  one  to  be  forever  held  inalienable. 
No  person  or  persona,  ecclesiastical  or  secular,  no 
church  or  monastery,  was  to  use  the  patronage,  ex- 
cept under  the  crown's  authority,  and  severe  penalties 
were  provided  against  infringements  of  the  royal  priv- 
ilege. 

The  nomination  of  archbishops  and  bishops  and  the 
bestowal  of  benefices  in  the  Indies  belonged  exclu- 
sively to  the  crown,  and  were  consequently  confirmed 
without  demur.  The  king  became  ipso  facto  the 
head  of  the  church  in  America,  and  no  bull,  brief,  or 
other  order  emanating  from  the  holy  see  or  its  apos- 
tolic nuncios  could  be  published  or  carried  out  with- 
out being  first  submitted  to  and  passed  by  the  council 
of  the  Indies."  Repeated  c(5dulas  issued  from  1644 
to  1C72  inclusive  reiterated  those  orders,  and  enjoined 
viceroys,  audiencias,  governors,  and  other  rulers  to 
Bend  back  to  the  council  of  the  Indies  all  documents 

BibadrTtryra,  Maruud  Comp.,  in  address  to  the  king,  3-4;  Palafox,  Inttrut., 

in  Morfi.  Col.  ih  Doe.,  MS..  28. 

^'' Uihudaityra,  Id,,  G1-U8.  Aatomo  Joschin  de  Ribadenefra,  Mannal  Com- 
pendio  de  el  Kegio  Fatrouato  Tndiouo  (Madrid,  1755).  The  anthor  filled  high 
judicial  offices  in  Nueva  Galicia  and  Mexico,  and  was  a  tnember  of  tlie  hing'a 
council,  a  nutn  fnlly  competent  for  ths  work  he  nndertook.  Be  fumiBheda 
complete  and  exhaiiHtiva  dissertation  in  clear  and  laconic  style,  on  the  roj'&l 
patroDBge,  both  canonical  and  civil,  in  the  Indies,  with  the  view  of  rendenng 
the  matter  comprehensive  and  practical.  The  work  contains  nil  the  papal 
bnlla,  royal  orders,  and  opinions  of  relt&ble  authorities  beariog  on  the  subject 
And  going  to  sastsln  the  compiler's  Btatemente. 

'MJ^ula  of  Felipe  IV,,  April  25,  1G43,  reiterating  othen  of  his  predeces- 
Bois  and  liis  own  issued  between  l.'>e4  and  1633.  Efco/i.  de  Ind.,  i.  36,  40,  50, 
70,  70,  78,  U5,  118-19;  Hraia  Cidulae,  MS.,  i.  27-8;  6rd.  de  la  Coroiia,  MS., 
L  1;  Zamora,  Bib.  Leg.  Uli.,  t.  43;  Lfijr',  Kor.  Anol.,  MS.,  23.  The  lama 
rule  was  applicable  to  patait^  of  the  generals  or  saperiora  of  the  religious 
orders.  Tbe  only  ones  excepted  were  such  as  were  for  the  internal  domeatia 
SDvemment  of  the  religious  within  their  cloisteis.   Montemafor,  Banaritx, 
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of  this  nature  which  had  not  been  duly  passed  by 
that  body. 

Nevertheless  occasional  violations  of  the  royal 
privilege  occurred,  two  of  them  as  late  as  1746,  when 
the  archbishop  of  Mexico  published  two  papal  briefs 
without  the  royal  exequatur,  whereupon  both  he  and 
the  audiencia  were  reprimanded,  and  ordered  to  re- 
scind them.  Later,  in  1777,  it  was  ordered  that 
popes'  bulls,  briefs,  and  kindred  instruments,  even  if 
provided  with  the  council's  exequatur,  were  never  to 
be  circulated  without  the  permission  of  the  viceroy,  or 
local  governor,  as  vice-patrono.'^ 

The  royal  prerogative  never  failed  to  assert  itself. 
Even  in  God's  temple  special  honors  were  paid  the 
viceroy,  because  of  his  being  the  viceregal  patron. 
The  appointment  of  provisores  and  vicarios  generale-f 
had  to  De  submitted  to  the  crown  for  approval.  Com- 
petitions for  vacant  stalls  in  cathedral  chapters  must 
be  in  presence  of  an  asistente  real,  appointed  by  the 
vice-patron.  In  the  selection  of  parish  priests  or 
curates,  a  ternary  of  names  was  to  be  laid  by  the 
ordinary  before  the  vice-patron,"  who  usually  chose 
the  first  on  the  list,  to  avoid  giving  offence,  and  be- 
cause he  seldom  knew  who  was  the  worthiest. 

The  secular  clergy  held  a  privileged  jurisdiction, 
known  as  fuero  eclesidstico,  with  special  courts,  and 
until  near  the  close  of  the  eighteenth  century  personal 
exemption  from  the  control  of  other  tribunals."  Ec- 
clesiastical courts  were,  however,  not  only  forbidden 

"/VoCTd.  neaU»,  MS.,  80-1;  6rd.  de  la  Corwa,  MS.,  i.  201-2.  The 
king's  prerogative  waa  so  jeslonBly  guarded  that  even  alms  could  not  be  asked 
for  in  Uie  Indies,  if  to  be  sent  to  Spain,  without  the  express  leave  of  liis  India 
Council.  Archblehops  and  bishops  before  assuniing  the  government  of  their 
dioceses  had  to  loy  before  the  vice-patrono  the  eviilonce  of  having  taken  the 
regular  oaths  of  fealty  and  obedience  to  tbe  crown,  A  viceroy  in  the  17th 
ceDtarjr  report«<l  one  of  those  violations  by  Bishop  Osorioof  Puebln,  who  was 
of  course  compelled  to  fulfil  the  law.  Maneera,  Imtittc,  in  Doc.  Iiii'iL,  xxi. 
612-15. 

'*Ci^lulario.  MS.,  i.  62-3;  ReriOa  Glgfdo,  Iwirac,  7i  Piiiart,  Doe.  Son., 
MS.,  6-14;  Palnfox,  Initrar.,  in  Morfi,  Cot.  Don.,  MS.,  27;  Patrouatlo,  1-83, 
in  Jfra.  Doe.  Ed^i.,  MS.,  na  1. 

"JUorelli,  tiut.  Nov.  Orb.,  102-5;  BetaneuTt,  Dereeho  dt  lot  Ig.,  1-51. 
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to  encroach  on  the  royal  jurisdiction,  but  expected  to 
afford  every  possible  aid  to  the  common  courts.  The 
laws  of  Castile  on  this  subject  had  full  force  in  Mex- 
ico.^* They  had  no  cognizance  in  cases  either  civil  or 
criminal  over  persons  not  catholics,  nor  criminal  juris- 
diction in  cases  of  adultery;  they  could  not  sentence 
Indians  to  hard  labor  for  this  crime,  nor  impose  fines 
on  them  for  any  ofience;  neither  could  they  inflict 
capital  or  corporal  punishment  on  any  one.  In  the  ad- 
ministration of  clergymen's  or  intestates'  wills  the  ec- 
clesiastical courts  had  no  jurisdiction,  such  cases  being 
of  the  cognizance  of  the  royal  courts,  except  where  a 
clergyman  appointed  his  own  soul  as  the  heir— that 
is,  ordered  that  his  estate  be  used  in  payment  for 
masses  and  other  religious  rites  for  the  benefit  of  his 
soul.  The  council  of  the  Indies  could,  however,  re- 
voke all  ecclesiastical  decisions." 

By  bull  of  Gregory  XIII.  dated  February  28, 
1578,  and  royal  orders  of  1606,  1722,  and  1731,  all 
suits  of  whatever  nature  commenced  in  the  ecclesias- 
tical courts  of  the  Indies  were  to  be  terminated  in 
them  and  not  carried  elsewhere.  This  had  reference 
to  cases  in  which  the  ecclesiastical  judge  acted  in  his 
capacity  as  the  ordinary;  but  not  when  he  proceeded 
as  the  delegate  of  the  pope,^^  in  which  event  any 
appeal  would  have  to  be  to  the  pope  himself 

Thus  for  more  than  two  centuries  the  secular  clergy 
enjoyed  great  privileges,  but  these  were  in  later  times 
gradually  abohshed.  By  a  royal  decree  of  October 
25,  1795,  the  common  courts  were  allowed  to  take 
cognizance  of  grave  crimes  committed  by  the  eccle- 
siastics. The  sala  del  crimen,  or  criminal  court,  now , 
sure  of  its  right,  acted  with  rigor  against  priests, 
especially  curates,  confining  a  number  of  them  in  the 

^Reccp,  de  Ind.,  I  79-80. 

^Recop,  de  Ind,,  i.  80-2,  230-2;  Montemayor,  SvmarioB^  39;  Ortega,  Voto 
Fundado,  19;  Ord,  de  la  Corona,  MS.,  i.  104,  106;  v.  1-2;  Reales  Ord.,  i. 
447-9;  Cedulario,  MS.,  L  64-5;  Provid,  BeaUs,  MS.,  107-9,  134-42,  146-^, 
182-3,  281-5;  RescHp,  Reahs,  MS.,  36-7. 

^^Morelli,  Favt,  Nov,  Orb,,  272;  Leyes,  Var.  Anot.,  32-3. 


688  THE  SECULAR  CLEBGT. 

same  prisons  as  the  lowest  classes  of  the  people.  In 
this  matter  the  royal  audiencia  favored  the  cause  of 
the  clergy.  The  royal  order  above  named  prompted 
the  bishop  and  chapter  of  Michoacan  to  make,  in 
December  1799,  a  representation  to  his  Majesty,^ 
which  contains  many  wise  and  liberal  suggestions. 

The  courts  connected  with  the  archbishopric  of 
Mexico  and  other  sees  were:  The  provisorato  for 
Spaniards,  presided  over  by  the  juez  provisor,  having 
besides  a  prosecuting  attorney,  sheriflF,  relator,  two 
notaries  or  clerks,  a  translator  of  apostolic  letters, 
keeper  of  records,  and  messenger;  and  the  provisorato 
for  Indians,  with  a  provisor,  notary,  clerk,  and  re- 
ceiver; the  juzgado  de  testamentoSy  capellanias  y  ohras 
pias,  with  judge,  counsellor,  relator,  chief  and  second 
clerks,  and  a  notary  for  the  military  chaplaincy  in 
chiefs®  We  have  already  seen  how  the  powers  of 
this  last  named  court  were  curtailed  in  the  probate  of 
wills  of  clergymen.  Later  a  further  curtailment  took 
place,  reducing  still  more  the  ecclesiastical  fuero,  with 
the  sovereign's  declaration  of  March  22,  1789,  making 
cases  of  capellanias  and  obras  pfas  cognizable  in  the 
secular  courts.*^  Questions  of  jurisdiction  between  the 
ecclesiastical  and  civil  courts,  which  were  of  frequent 
occurrence,  were  adjudicated  by  the  viceroy.^  This 
power,  while  it  upheld  the  crown's  prerogative,  greatly 
exalted  the  prestige  and  authority  of  its  representa- 
tive in  Mexico* 

OflTenders  against  the  laws  who  took  refuge  in  a 
church  or  other  sacred  place  were,  as  we  have  seen, 
allowed  benefit  of  asylum,  in  certain  cases  not  excluded 
under  papal  briefs  and  royal  orders.     For  a  long  time 

i>  *  Informe  del  Obispo  y  cabildo  eclesUstico  de  Valladolid  de  Michoacan 
al  Rey  sobre  jurisdiccion  y  Imunidades  del  Clero  Americano.*  The  whole 
document,  tmaer  a  somewhat  different  heading,  may  be  found  in  Mora,  Ohraa 
Studios  J  i.  1-68;  QueipOy  Col,  deZ>oc$,  1-65.  HumlJoldt  gives  the  above  title. 
£88ai  Pol.,  i.  105. 

>'  Ziiuiga,  Calendario,  52-4,  gives  the  names  and  residences  of  the  officers. 

^M6x,  Provid,  Diocesancui,  MS.,  203,  273-81. 

^^JievUla  Oigedo,  Instruc,,  21;  Alaman,  HisL  M^,,  I  68-9. 
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there  had  been  no  limitation,  either  as  to  offences,  or 
the  number  of  privileged  places.  The  facility  for 
escaping  the  penalties  provided  by  law  for  the  gravest 
crimes  had  augmented  the  number  of  these  asylums 
in  countries  where  churches,  shrines,  cemeteries,  and 
other  places  under  ecclesiastical  control  abounded. 
From  time  to  time  modifications  were  obtained  by 
the  king  of  Spain  from  the  Roman  pontiffs.  Popes 
Gregory  XI V.,  Benedict  XIII.,  Clement  XII.,  and 
Benedict  XIV.  excluded  from  that  privilege  mur- 
der, robbery  in  public  places  and  highways,  muti- 
lations of  limb,  forgery,  heresy,  high  treason,  and 
other  grave  offences;  and  Clement  XIV.  by  bis  brief 
of  September  12,  1772,  which  was  ordered  to  be 
enforced  by  royal  decree  of  November  2,  1773,**  very 
considerably  diminished  the  number  of  churches  that 
were  available  as  asylums  for  offenders  against  the 
law." 

The  cathedral  church,  described  elsewhere,  pos- 
sessed large  wealth  in  silver,  gold,  and  precious  stones. 
The  sagrario,  an  appendage  of  the  cathedral,  was  also 
a  fine  edifice.  The  descendants  of  Corti5s  furnished 
elegant  carriages  and  costly  teams  of  mules  for  con- 

"  RtBcnpUM  RraUt,  MS,,  62-74;  Rtala  6rdena,  t.  244-CO;  Cedidarh,  ui. 
220-33;  CtJidaJteal,  ISIS,  1-21. 

**  In  17S7  the  king  decreed  that  criminali  of  irbatever  condition  in  life, 
who  bad  taken  refu^  in  churches,  ehonld  be  at  once  taken  thence  with  the 
permission  of  the  pnests  in  charge,  or  the  nearest  eculesiAsticul  authority,  or 
without  it  it  the  request  were  not  promptly  complied  with,  by  the  proper  offi- 
cial, under  a.  bond  (written  or  verbal,  at  the  priaonor's  option),  that  £fo  and 
limb  would  be  respected  until  the  immunity  plea  hod  been  decided.  The 
prisoners  would  be  confined  in  the  public  prisons,  and  supported  at  their  own 
coat,  if  they  had  mears;  otherwise  at  the  expense  of  the  public,  or  the  royal 
treasnry.  In  no  instance  was  sentence  to  exceed  10  years'  labor  in  chain 
gangs  ornavyyards,  service  in  thearmy  or  navy,  or  exile.  If  tlie  offence  were 
debarred  of  privilege,  then  the  ecclesiastical  court  must  surrender  the  prisoner 
to  be  deoltwithby  the  proper  authorities.  Differences  arisinz  b£  to  the  nature 
of  the  crime  were  to  be  decided  by  the  audiencio.    All  auUiorities  were  re- 

Suired  to  aid  one  another  to  secure  the  panisbment  of  crime,  and  to  avoid  all 
buse  of  the  ecclesiastical  immunity.  Ctdulario,  MS.,  i.  77-8,  iiL  221-6;  JUix. 
FrovUL  niorri.,  MS.,  46-50,  252-60,  351-62;  llenrriploK  Bealei,  MS.,  1-8, 
mS;  Provid.  KfoUt,  MS.,  8»,  280-1!  Jtatlfn  Cidultu,  MS.,  i.  212-13;  dni. 
dr  In  Corona.  MS.,  i.  82-7:  Coi<in.,JiayadotMilU.,l.  238,  327-8:  B^.Ind. 
i.  35;  Zamora.  Bib.  Leg.  UU..  iii.  S«>-93. 
But.  «",  TOL.  HI.    M 


690  THE  SECULAR  CLERGY. 

veying  thence  the  host  through  the  streets  during  the 
visitation  of  the  sick.** 

The  metropohtan  of  Mexico  on  certain  occasions 
had  the  supervision  over,  and  on  others  the  adminis- 
tration of  vacant  suffragan  sees.  Among  his  duties 
was  that  of  casting  his  vote  at  the  election  of  profes- 
sors of  the  university  of  Mexico.^ 

It  was  provided  by  law  that  in  nominations  for  the 
chapter  of  the  archdiocese  of  Mexico  and  its  suffragan 
sees,  preference  should  be  given  to  graduates  of  the 
universities  of  Spain,  Mexico,  and  Lima,  or  to  clergy- 
men who  had  served  in  cathedrals;  or  to  those  pro- 
posed by  the  king  himself  or  his  representatives  in 
the  Indies  by  virtue  of  the  royal  patronage.  Where 
possible  two  of  the  canons  were  to  be  jurists,  and  two 
theologians.  The  four  stalls,  called  respectively  doc- 
toral, magistral,  lectoral,  and  penitenciario,  were  given 
to  those  who  excelled  in  learning  and  general  effi- 
ciency. All  the  members  w^ere  to  be  permanent  resi- 
dents, and  faithful  attendants  at  the  chapter's  sessions 
and  other  service,  and  could  not  absent  themselves 
from  their  posts  without  leave  from  the  crown.^ 

The  annals  of  the  church  in  Mexico,  after  the 
period  of  spiritual  conquest  and  missionary  labor, 
contain  little  worthy  of  note.  I  might  present  an 
outline  of  its  progress,  record  the  names  of  promi- 

"JS^Ma,  XXVI.  282-3. 

^^  In  describing  the  inauguration  of  the  early  bishops  and  archbishops 
mention  was  made  of  their  reception  under  the  pallium.  This  practice  was 
discontinued  by  royal  commana  in  1G08,  setting  amde  the  Boman  ritual  in 
that  respect.  The  honor  was  reserved  for  the  king ;  and  the  pope  acquiesced. 
The  order  was  reiterated  in  1735.  Provid,  Heales,  MS.,  89;  Kecdea  C6dulas^ 
MS.,  ii.  134;  Montemai/or,  SvmarioSy  34. 

**  The  chapter  of  the  archdiocese  of  Mexico  consisted  of  dean,  archdeacon, 
precentor,  chancellor,  and  treasurer;  tlie  doctoral,  magistral,  lectoral,  and 
pcnitenciario;  five  other  canons  called  de  merced;  twelve  prebendaries,  of 
whom  six  were  racioneroSf  and  the  others  medios  radxmeros;  and  a  secretary. 
At  the  end  of  the  eighteenth  century  the  dean  received  $10,000  a  year;  the 
other  dignidades  a  little  less;  canons,  from  $7,000  to  $9,000;  the  first  class 
prebendaries,  $4,000  each;  the  second  class,  $2,000.  Edcdla,  xxvL  282.  The 
insigne  y  real  colegiata  de  Guadalupe,  so  often  mentioned  in  the  course  of  this 
history,  had  episcopal  honors,  being  presided  over  by  an  abbot,  and  endowed 
with  ten  canons,  six  prebendaries,  and  a  secretary.  ViUa-Sdior,  Tfteatro,  51; 
ZMiga,  CaUnd.,  49-51,  64-6. 
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As  late  as  1770  the  diocese  of  Guadalajara  iocluded 
Jalisco,  Zacatccas,  Chiametla,  Culiacan,  Sonora,  and 
Sinaloa,  to  which  was  added  afterward  Lower  Cali- 
fornia. All  the  Spanish  settlements  and  many  of 
the  Indian  towns  were  under  curates  before  1767, 
the  only  missions  established  being  those  of  Nayarit.** 
The  cathedral  is  of  plain  exterior,  but  handsomely 
decorated  internally.  The  first  stone  was  laid  by 
Ayala,  the  fourth  bishop,  on  the  31st  of  July, 
1571,  and  the  building  was  completed  on  the  19th  of 
February,  1618,  and  consecrated  by  Bishop  Mirabela." 

The  bishopric  of  Durango  was  founded  by  bull  of 
Paulus  V.  dated  Octoberll,  1620.**  The  first  bishop. 
Friar  Gronzalo  de  Hermosilla,  an  Augustinian,  was  in 
charge  of  the  see  from  October  1621  until  hia  decease 
in  January  1631.  At  the  time  of  the  foundation  the 
diocese  embraced  Nueva  Vizcaya,  Sonora,  Sinaloa, 
and  New  Mexico.  The  cathedral  of  this  diocese  is  of 
the  Tuscan  order.  Its  construction  was  begun  about 
1695  by  the  ninth  bishop,  Garcfa  de  Legaspi,  who 
labored  under  great  difficulties  for  want  of  architects. 

genera],  was  nominai^d  for  biihop;  but  the  pope  never  confirmed  the  noml- 
natiOD.  Otbers  were:  Friara  Fruicisco  de  Kivera  and  Mdrcoa  Baniirez  del 
Prado,  the  latter  of  whom  spent  over  {1,000,000  in  alms  and  pious  endow- 
menta;  Friar  Payo  Enriquci  de  Rivera,  wlio  became  archbishop  and  viceroy; 
Jutui  Ortega  Moataoel,  wbo  also  became  arcliliiahop  of  Mexico;  sad  Friar 
Antonio  de  San  Miguel,  who  greatly  befiiended  the  Indian  portion  of  hi* 
flock  during  the  famine  of  1780,  and  the  subsequent  epidemic  of  soiall  pox. 

'"The  cTiapter  of  thisseoin  the  middle  partoF  tbe  eighteenth  century  con- 
■iited  of  the  dean,  archdeacon  and  precentor,  the  doctoral  and  inagistnJ,  and 
two  other  conone.  Villa-Seaor,  Thealro  Am.,  ii.  20j.  It  acems  to  have  had 
also  since  very  early  daysfour  rncioneroB.  <ion;ui/e«Z>anfa.  TeairoSc!ti.,i.  179. 

"  Ii/!cina»  y  Coiiv.,  302.  Among  the  most  distingoiabed  prelates  were 
AloDso  dn  la  Mota,  a  native  of  Mexico,  who  waa  an  efficient  protector  of  the 
Indians  against  Spanish  usurpations,  and  Friar  Antonio  Alcalile,  who  had  been 
bisliop  of  Yucatan.  The  donations  of  tlie  latter  for  the  founding  of  a  nuiver- 
■ity  and  other  educational  purposes,  for  hoepitals.  churches,  aD{l  convents,  for 
relief  of  tiio  poor  in  times  of  famine  and  epidemic,  aggregate<l  $1,000,000;  hia 
clothes,  fcx>d,  and  furniture  were  of  tbe  meanest;  at  his  death  the  furniture  of 
hia  house  was  valued  at  f^GT,  Juan  de  Santiago  de  Leon  Garavito,  another 
bishop,  was  so  poor  tliat  at  bis  death  be  was  buried  by  charity.  The  last  of 
■    n  prelates  of  Guadalajara,  Juan  Cruz  Kuiz  de  Cabanas  y  Crespo, 

1706  to  1824. 

"Coiicilios  Prov.,  l"  y  2"  368.  CorttB,  Diatio,  1812,  jii.  348.  Escudeto, 
JVot.  Eet.  SoTi.,  has  it  in'  1023.     Frejes,  Iliat.  Brect,  gives  1G31. 


In  1699  ten  arches  of  the  crypts  and  a  portion  of  the 
portals  had  been  built.  It  was  completed  during  the 
administration  of  Bishop  Zubirfa  and  consecrated  in 
1844.»» 

In  1777,"  the  pope'issued  a  bull  for  the  erection  of 
the  see  of  Nuevo  Leon.  In  February,  1779,  Oidor 
Belena  defined  its  territory,  which  was  detached  from 
other  dioceses."  The  first  bishop  of  this  diocese  was 
Juan  Antonio  Sanchez  de  Alozen,  who  on  becoming 
a  Franciscan  had  taken  the  name  of  Antonio  de  Jesus 
Sacedon.^ 

The  first  cathedral  in  Monterey  was  begun  by 
Bishop  Ambrosio  Llanos  y  Vald^s,*^  who  appears  to 
have  lacked  the  physical  strength  needed  for  visiting 
his  vast  diocese  and  making  himself  acquainted  with 
its  condition  and  needs,  for  the  Franciscan  commissary 
of  missions,  referring  to  his  decease  in  1789,  speaks 
of  the  necessity  of  having  a  young  and  robust  maa 
for  prelate.** 

In  1779  Pope  Pius  VI.  ordered  Sonera,  Sinaloa, 
and  the  two  Californias  to  form  a  bishopric  with  its 
cathedral  in  Arizpe.  This  was  carried  out  in  1781, 
under  a  royal  c^dula,  and  the  first  prelate  was  the 

"  HcrmoBilla'B 

Drclatea  an  to  the  \ „., 

o  Fcbnmry  26,  1812. 

^N.  M(x.  C(dulft«,  lis..  301-2;  fryw.  llitt.  Jlrevr,  272. 

■^  From  that  of  Guadalajara,  tbe  tounB  in  Nuevo  Santander,  Naero  liSon, 
Coahnilu,  ami  Texas,  and  the  villa  del  Saltillu;  from  that  of  Micboacau,  the 
towDB  of  Jaumave,  Palmillns,  Beol  de  loB  Infantes,  and  Tulaj  from  that  of 
Mexico,  tlie  town  of  Santa Bdrbam.  Tliis  arraiigemeiit  was  proclaimed  in  aii 
edict  of  Septembers,  1779.  Brleila,  Recop.,  i.  2B1.  The  erection  was  con- 
plettd  in  17S1.  forta,  DiaAo,  1812,  xLi.  348. 

"Belefitt  in  bis  certilicate  mentiona  him  as  the  first  bishop.  The  same  is 
■aid  by  Gomfi,  Dtam,  23,  57,61;  Baetamaiile,  Svpltm.,  in  Cavo,  Tita  Sl^jlot, 
iii.  aSSO.  Another  authority  gives  Eafael  Jos^  Berger  as  tha  first  lyltnUu 
yConi'.,  341. 

"  Upon  its  walls  was  erected  a  citadel,  in  1840,  to  defend  the  city  against 
the  American  array,  l-jli-siaay  Canv..  342. 

"Bishop  Saeedon's  successors  to  the  end  of  the  18th  century  were:  Friar 
Bafael  Jos6  Verger,  1783-00;  Doctor  Andres  Ambrosio  de  Llanos  y  VolitL's, 
1702-9.  Gonialfz,  Col.  N.  Leon,  B8-107, 122,  373-7;  6rd.  de  la  Corona,  MS.,  v, 
31;  PiTiart,  Col.  Doe.  iltx.,  153-5;  Cos.  iltx.  (1790-1),  iv.  143;  (lSOO-1). 
X.  121. 
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Franciscan  friar  Antonio  de  los  Reyes,^  who  took 
possession  in  1783.*^ 

The  cathedral  of  Mdrida  in  the  diocese  of  Yucatan 
was  finished  in  1598  though  not  consecrated  until  the 
12th  of  December,  1763.*^  The  revenue  of  the  see 
was  small,  yet  the  cathedral  was  Avell  provided  with 
everything  required  for  decorous  public  worship,  many 
of  the  ornaments  and  regalia  being  very  rich ;  some  of 
its  paintings  were  also  fine  works  of  art,  the  king,  the 
bishops,  and  the  canons  liberally  contributing  toward 
that  end.  According  to  the  bull  of  erection,  its  chap- 
ter was  to  be  composed  of  the  same  number  of  members 
as  that  of  Mexico;  but  on  account  of  the  small  rev- 
enue from  tithes,  was  afterward  diminished.** 

^BdeiUif  Becop.,  i.  291;  Cdries^  Diario,  1812,  xii.  348.  He  was  the  poorest 
of  the  bishops,  liis  annual  stipend  being  only  |6,000,  and  he  received  no  share 
from  tithes.  Fscudero,  Not.  oon.,  40. 

*°  His  successor  was  Jo86  Granadoe  y  Cralvez,  who  was  in  charge  from  1787 
to  1794,  and  was  transferred  to  the  see  of  Durango,  but  died  before  taking 

§ossession.  The  third  prelate  was  Friar  Damian  ^lartinez  de  Galinzoga,  a 
'ranciscan,  and  the  fourth  and  last  of  the  18th  century  was  also  a  Francis- 
can; he  was  named  Francisco  de  Jesus  Kouset,  and  was  appointed  in  1796, 
though  not  consecrated  till  1799.  His  death  occurred  in  1814.  Hint.  North 
Mex.  StateSf  ii.  this  series,  [fjlesias  y  Conventos^  342,  wrongly  asserts  that  the 
time  of  the  erection  of  this  see  is  unkno'v^n,  and  gives  Bishop  Granados  as  its 
first  prelate,  and  Bishop  Bouset  as  the  second. 

"  By  Bishop  Alcalde.    Its  cost  was  $300,000. 

^Instead  of  twenty-seven  members  as  at  first,  the  chapter  included  only  the 
dean,  archdeacon,  precentor,  and  chancellor,  two  canons  who  acted  as  magis- 
tral and  penitenciario,  and  two  racioneros.  CogoUvdo^  Hist.  Yue.y  207;  Iglesias 
jf  Conv.y  327-34.  Between  1604  and  1802  there  were  twenty-one  prelates. 
Amon^  them  some  had  opportunities  for  displaying  greater  qualities  of  heart 
and  mmd  than  others.  Several  obtained  higner  preferments.  Diego  Vazquez 
Mercado  became  archbishop  of  Manila.  Juan  Alonso  Ocon  in  1643,  Juan 
Gomez  de  Parada  in  1728,  Francisco  Pablo  Matos  Coronado  in  1741,  and 
Antonio  Alcalde  in  1771,  were  transferred  respectively  to  the  sees  of  Cuzco, 
Guatemala,  Michoacau,  and  Guadalajara. 

The  following  list  contains  some  additional  authorities  which  have  been 
consulted  for  the  preparation  of  the  matter  connected  with  the  several  sees 
and  their  bishops:  Gonzalez Ddvila,  Tcatro  Eclfs.y  i.  71-301,  passim ;  ii.  33-4; 
FemandeZy  IJisi.  Eclea.^  135-6;  Iglesia  CatedraU  Bejlas  y  Orden.,  1-62;  Con- 
ciliosProv.f  1st  and  2d,  248-375;  ConciliosMez.f  iii.  and  iv,  63,  202;  Fiyueroa, 
Vindicias,  MS.,  70-90;  6rd.  de  la  Corona,  MS.,  ii.  213;  iii.  85,  134;  iv.  61; 
V.  5,  7,  69;  Beales  C^dulas,  MS.,  i.  100;  Provid.  Realms,  MS.,  172-5;  Veitia, 
IAnafji€y  in  Doc.  Ecles.  M^x.,  i.  no.  5,  37;  Patronatto,  in  Id.,  i.  no.  1;  Ddvilla 
Padilla,  Tcatro  Ecles.,  i.  124-36,  182-5,  231;  ii.  64;  Cogollvdo,  IJist.  Yuc, 
464,  467,  617.  659-61;  Alegre,  Hist.  Comp.  Jesus,  ii.  68,  138-9,  158-9,  471; 
Florencia,  Hist.  Comp.  Jesus,  232-3,  Cavo,  Tres  Siglos,  ii.  86;  VUlorSeilor  y 
Sanchez,  Theatro,  i.  241-8;  Burgoa,  Geog.  Vescrip.,  ii.  410;  Pap.  Franciscanos, 
MS.,  i.  1st  ser.  414;  Bemeaal,  Hist.  Chyapa,  704,  718;  N.  Esp.,  Breve  Resi^ 
men,  L  245-6,  273-4;  Medina,  C/ir&n.  S,  Diego,  239-41,  246;  Gaz,  M6x,,  Ist 
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eeS  THE  SECULAR  CLERGY. 

During  the  seventeenth  and  eighteenth  centuries  a 
number  of  religious  cofradias  or  fraternities  were  estab- 
lished in  Mexico  and  other  towns  for  the  purpose 
mainly  of  rendering  special  worship  to  God,  or  the 
virgin,  in  some  of  their  attributes,  or  to  saints  in 
whose  influence  and  intercession  in  heaven  they  placed 
their  trust.  Among  them  are  many  that  deserve 
mention  for  their  exertions  in  succoring  the  needy  and 
sick,  and  in  the  spread  of  education  as  well  as  of 
religion.  I  am  unable  for  want  of  space  to  furnish  a 
history  of  these  associations  and  their  work,  but  as 
a  mark  of  respect  to  their  good  intentions  will  name  a 
few  of  them.  The  colegiata  de  Nuestra  Senora  de 
Guadalupe,  of  which  much  has  been  said  in  other 
parts  of  this  work;  an  institution  of  a  similar  charac- 
ter in  Queretaro;  the  archicofradias  of  La  Cruz  and 
the  Santisimo  Cristo  de  San  Marcelo,  the  first  named 
of  the  two  being  founded  by  the  conqueror  Cortes; 
the  archicofradias  del  arcdngel  San  Miguel  and  of 
La  Inmaculada  Concepcion;  cofradias  de  San  Anton, 
Nuestra  Senora  del  Socorro,  and  Santiago;  and  that 
of  the  Santisimo  Sacramento  in  Vera  Cruz.  The 
country  teemed  with  sanctuaries,  and  to  some  of  the 
images  kept  therein  were  attributed  miraculous  mani- 
festations." 

The  church  of  Mexico  owned  real  estate,  probably 
to  the  value  of  between  two  and  three  million  pesos. 
After  the  suppression  of  the  Jesuits  few  lands  went 
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sale  of  the  real  estate  of  the  church,  but  that  all  its 
invested  funds,  of  every  kind,  should  be  forwarded  to 
Spain  and  deposited  in  a  caja  de  consolidacion  de  vales 
reales.*^  The  resistance  of  the  proprietors  was  so 
strong,  however,  that  between  May  1805  and  June 
1806,  the  caja  de  consolidacion  had  received  from  the 
sequestrated  estates  only  1,200,000  pesos. 

Aside  from  the  incor^e  obtained  from  real  estate  and 
investments,  the  revenues  of  the  church  were  derived 
from  various  sources,  as  the  primicias  or  first  fruits, 
payable  to  the  parish  priests,  a  tax  claimed  to  have 
existed  from  the  earliest  days;**  fees  for  masses,  mar- 
riages, and  burials,  which  yielded  largely  in  most  of 
the  dioceses;^  and  last,  though  by  no  means  least, 
the  tithes.  The  king  of  Spain  possessed  under  the 
bull  of  Pope  Alexander  VI.  issued  in  1501,  the  exclu- 
sive right  of  collecting  the  tithes  in  America,  subject 
to  the  sole  condition  of  providing  for  the  religious  in- 
struction of  the  natives.*^ 

^Humboldt,  Essai  Pol,  ii.  476;  8oc.  Mex.  Oeog,,  Botetin,  2da  ^p.  i.  486- 
95;  Stiarezy  In/orme,  7;  Diario  Mex,,  vi.  366-8;  Mora,  Obraa  Sudios,  L  70- 
117;  Lacunza,  Disc.  Hint.,  no.  xxxvi.  533-4.  Zamacois,  Hist,  M^j.,  v.  622, 
tells  us  that  the  archbishop  and  chapter  of  Mexico  had  donated  to  the  crown, 
in  1777,  $80,000. 

^  If  the  crop  of  grain  reached  six  fanegas,  the  tax  was  a  half  fanega,  and  so 
in  proportion.  Ou  live-stock  the  tax  was  one  head  for  every  tweWe;  on  milk,  the 
quantity  obtained  in  the  milking  of  the  first  night  of  each  year.  Edido,  MS., 
in  Mcdtrat.  de  Jnd,,  no.  1,  1-2;  Mtx,  BepreaeiU,, MS.,  inMaJirat.  de Ind,,  no.  I, 
1-39. 

*'In  September  1619,  the  real  andiencia  required  of  the  archbishop  of 
Mexico  compliance  with  the  royal  order  of  May  12th  of  the  same  year,  to 
keep  and  observe  the  *siuodo  y  aranzel  de  SeviUa*  of  burial  fees.  The  pope 
also  issued  stringent  orders.  Changes  were  made  f  mm  time  to  time  in  the  fee 
bill  with  the  view  of  reducing  it,  but  it  never  ceased  to  be  a  heavy  burden. 
MorUenmyor,  Autos  Acoi'd.,  7,  in  Ilonttmaijor,  Svmarios,  Morelli,  Fast.  Nov, 
Orb.,  373-97,  415,  iM',Rubioy  Salinas,  Aranz.,  1-19;  Lore nzana,  Aram.,  \-\Qi 
Jv/orm,  sobre  Aranceles,  in  Maltrat.  de  Ind.,  MS.,  no.  23,  1-40;  Mex,  AranceUa 
Parroq.,  in  Id,,  MS.,  no.  24,  1-16. 

^^  The  gross  amount  of  tithes  was  first  divided  into  four  equal  parts,  two 
of  which  went  to  the  bishop  and  chapter;  the  other  two  were  divided  into 
nine  equal  parts;  two  for  the  crown,  three  for  building  churches  and  hos- 
pitals, two  for  salaries  of  curates,  and  where  the  amount  was  insufficient  the 
King  allowed  them  salaries  of  $100  or  $120  a  year  from  his  own  share;  the 
remaining  two  parts  went  to  pay  the  dignitaries  and  employes  of  the  diocese. 
Estaila,  xxvii.  2.33-5;  Mota-PadUla,  Conq.  N,  Oal.,  178.  The  collection  and 
distribution  were  provided  for  in  royal  onfers  of  1627,  1631, 1777, 1786.  Recop. 
deind,,  ii.  578;  Belefla^  Recop.,  u,  145-51;  Zamom,  Bib,  Leg,  Ult.,  iii.  40,  42- 
55.  The  collection  of  primicias  and  tithes  and  the  adjudication  of  disputed 
questions  were  in  charge  of  tlie  haceduria  or  juzgado  de  diezmos,  consistrng  in 
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quisition  had  attained  great  predominance,  causing 
even  the  viceroy  and  audiencia  to  lose  much  of  their 
power  and  prestige.^  In  1747  the  inquisidor  general 
had  issued  an  ordinance  in  thirty-four  sections  intended 
to  avert  all  disputes  on  jurisdiction,  and  to  maintain 
intact  the  prerogatives  of  each  department  of  govern- 
ment. That  ordinance  was,  however,  often  disregarded 
by  the  inquisitors  of  Mexico.^ 

Between  the  year  1600  and  the  end  of  the  eigh- 
teenth century  occurred  many  autos  de  f(S,  both  par- 
ticular and  general,  the  records  of  which  have  not 
been  completely  published.*  In  the  latter  part  of  the 
eighteenth  and  the  beginning  of  the  nineteenth  cen- 
tury, the  inquisition,  which  till  then  had  been  mainly 
engaged  in  persecuting  Portuguese  Jews,  sorcerers, 
witches,  apostate  priests,  bigamists,  and  other  offend- 
ers, found  a  new  and  fruitful  field  among  the  readers 
of  modern  philosophical  works,  most  of  which  were 

*^In  1727  the  king  ordered  the  viceroy  to  protect  the  royal  jurisdiction 
against  encroachments  of  the  inquisition  under  pretext  of  privilege.  At  the 
same  time  he  wished  the  court  to  be  aided  in  every  way,  and  its  officers  and 
attaches  respected  in  their  rights  and  functions.  Heleiia,  Becop.,  i.  212-17; 
Provid.  Realea,  MS.,  261-6. 

^This  body  was  seriously  rebuked  for  it  in  1786  by  the  crown.  Rescrip. 
Bealea  Ecles.,  MS.,  8-19,  27,  113-16;  Beales  C6dulas,  MS.,  208-10;  Beales 
Ord.^  vi.  63-8. 

^  A  notable  one  was  the  case  of  William  Lampart,  an  Irishman,  or  of  Irish 
descent,  who  came  to  Mexico  in  1640,  and  was  known  as  Guillen  Lombardo, 
alios  Guzman,  arrested  in  1642  as  au  *astr61ogo  judiciario  con  malaaplica- 
cion  de  sus  estudios,*  and  put  into  a  dungeon.  Dec.  24,  1650,  he  with  another 
man  broke  jail,  and  sent  to  the  viceroy  several  documents,  and.  scattered 
others,  against  the  archbishop  and  inquisitors,  accusing  the  latter  of  treason- 
able views,  ignorance,  and  theft.  Much  trouble  might  have  been  occasioned 
had  not  Lampart  and  his  companion  been  recaptured.  His  fate  remains  un- 
known, though  there  is  some  reason  to  surmise  that  he  perished  as  a  heretic 
in  November,  1039.  Torquemaday  iii.  380-1;  OuijOy  Diai-io,  4,  6,  32,  42-53, 
105-6,  126-7,  1G2-3,  226,  427,  492,  525,  561;  Puigblanch,  La  Inquistdon,  84, 
and  noteau  38;  PaneSy  Vir.y  in  Monum,  Dom.  Esp,^  MS.,  100-1,  136;  Diario 
Mix.y  V.  3S0-4;  jRivera,  Gob.  Mex.,  i.  159-61, 172-6,185;  Soaa,  Episcop,  Mex,^ 
99-102;  Rohks,  JJiaHo,  66-7,  86,  98,  214,  232,  242-3,  292,  315;  Gaz.  JU^x, 
(1784-5),  i.  SaS-O,  326.  Zamacois,  JIu<t.  M^J.,  x.  513,  alleges  that  in  the  249 
years  the  inquisition  existed  in  Mexico,  there  were  altogether  30  autos  de  f<5, 
and  405  prisoners  tried,  of  whom  nine  were  burned  alive,  12  burnt  after  exe- 
cution, one,  the  patriot  chief  Morelos,  shot,  not  for  religious  but  political 
reasons,  and  09  burnt  in  effigy.  Reports  of  cruelty  to  prisoners  in  dtmgeons 
he  declares  false  and  calunmious,  and  incite<l  by  party  spirit.  It  will  be  for 
the  reader  a  question  of  veracity  between  the  numerous  accusers  of  the  inqui- 
sition, and  of  the  government  sustaining  it,  on  the  one  part,  and  Zainacoia' 
bigotry,  and  exaggerated  *espaQoUsmo,'  on  the  other. 
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^Alamany  Hist,  M6j,,  i.  121. 

^^DispoHc.  Var.,  orig.  vi.  2,  15-27,  34-60;  Ord, 
117-30;  Oaz,  M6x.,  v.  346,  355-9;  viii.  182-7,  317-i 
317-28;  xi.  407-9;  xii.   120-4;  xiii.   119-36;  xiv.  1] 
367-78;  vi  187-95;  ix.  271-5;  x.  330;  xi.  351-4. 361- 

«» Jf^K.  Pravid.  Diocesanas,  MS.,  496-7. 
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REUOIOUS   OEDEES. 


ItoTAL  CoMaiDEHATios  TOB  PuiABa — Their  Privilbobs—Abcbes— Col- 
lision BETWZES  TBE  CHUBCH  AND  THE  ObDEE-S — CaDSBS — DtSSESSIOKS 
AUOSO  THE  ObDEBS — QaCHITPIN  AND  CREOLE  FbIARS — TkEIR  UnSEEHLT 

Quarrels — Vice  and  luuoBAUTy — Great  Increase  in  Kdxber  or 

ReOFLAHS — NCNNERIES   AND    NcNS— MISSIONS— ChDRCH    SeCCLARIZA- 

TioN — RocTisK  o?  Duties— Proo BESS  OFXHEFKANCiacANS— Efforts  is 
SiEHHA  Gorda — The  A uochti nuns— Division  of  tkeir  Proyincha — 
Internal  Dissension- El  TRiiNio  Feuz — Distdrbance  ih  the  Con- 
tent AT  Mexico — Abbival  or  Barefooted  Auohstikians — Douinican 
Labors — Minor  Orders — Orders  of  Charitt. 

During  the  sixteenth  century,  when  the  spiritual 
conquest  of  the  country  was  aa  yet  unaccomplished, 
friars  were  so  much  needed  that  they  were  sent  to 
the  Indies  by  the  king  free  of  expense;  they  were 
conveyed  thither  by  governors,  viceroys,  and  bishops 
upon  the  same  terms,  and  assisted  and  provided  for 
on  their  arrival  in  New  Spain  until  the  members  of 
different  orders  were  enabled,  by  their  sufficient  num- 
bers and  increased  prosperity,  to  establish  tlieniselves 
in  communities.^  Nor  was  the  encouragement  which 
they  received  limited  to  personal  convenience  and 
requirements;  both  king  and  pope  extended  privileges 
and  protection  to  them  in  order  to  facilitate  the  labors 
of  their  calling.  Viceroys  and  prelates  were  instructed 
to  aid  them;  civil  authorities  were  commanded  not  to 
molest  them  or  interfere  with  their  administration ;  aid 

'  LawB  preicribing  the  mode  of  rendering  aid  to  fmn,  and  regukljons  to 
be  observed  hj  them  od  going  to  the  Indies,  will  be  found  in  Eecop.  de  Intl., 
i.  104-6,  128-9. 
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mcnt  by  meddling  in  secular  affairs/  and  were  fre- 
quently engaged  in  disputes  with  the  state  and  civil 
authorities. 

But  it  was  with  the  church  that  the  regular  orders 
were  most  hotly  engaged,  and  the  struggle  between 
them  and  the  secular  clergy,  of  which  mention  has 
already  been  made,  lasted  with  more  or  less  bitter- 
ness on  both  sides  down  to  the  time  of  the  independ- 
ence. As  the  Catholic  church  in  New  Spain  extended 
her  operations,  and  was  able  to  appoint  parish  priests 
in  towns  more  and  more  remote,  she  felt  herself  com- 
petent to  administer  her  holy  rites  in  those  places 
without  further  aid  of  the  friars,  and  was  unwilling 
longer  to  divide  alike  authority  and  spoils  with  allies 
whose  usefulness  had  become  limited.  But  though 
she  wished  to  reassume  absolutely  her  own  preroga- 
tives, and  removed  friars  from  doctrinas,  she  met  with 
firm  opposition  from  the  orders,  who  were  extremely 
jealous  in  maintaining  the  privileges  which  had  been 
conferred  upon  them.  The  regulars,  therefore,  refused 
submission  to  the  bishops  whenever  they  considered 
their  rights  invaded,  and  disputes  with  parish  priests 
expanded  into  a  contest  with  ecclesiastical  jurisdic- 
tion." 

But  the  church  was  powerful;  many  privileges 
were  annulled,  orders  were  issued  enjoining  the  obe- 

*Medina.  Chnm.  de  S.  Difgo  Htx.,  189;  Reeop.  de  Ind.,  i,  121,  130. 

'"A  prominent  cange  of  disputu  waa  the  juriBilictloii  exercised  by  th« 
bishopB  over  tho  doctrinas.  In  1G43  tho  bishop  of  Yacattui  excommunicated 
certain  Franciscan  doctrineros  for  diaolwyine  bis  orders  relatira  to  the  pay- 
menta  made  to  them  bv  Indians.  CogoUi-3o,  Iliet.  Yuc.,  062-73.  In  1669 
&  qoarrel  between  Archbishop  Rivera  and  the  orders  gave  rise  to  'uu  dis- 
taibio  que  se  temi6  fatalidad,'  the  former  having  appointed  canonical  minis- 
ters to  10  doctrinas,  tbe  preseotatioiiH  to  wbich  ware  claimed  by  tho  provincial 
ot  tlio  Aaaustiuinns.  liobUs,  iliario,  ii.  83^.  I  hare  in  my  collection  the 
original  of  a.  report  made  by  Fray  Antonio  Ayetta,  tho  representative  &t 
Madrid  of  the  proviacia  de  Santo  Evougelio.  The  document  beats  date  of 
March  9,  1688,  nnd  sets  forth  tbe  difficulties  Ayetta  had  encountered,  arising 
from  tbe  hostility  of  tho  bishop  of  Guadalajam.  Jnjbrme,  in  Frov.  de  Sla 
.,  MS.,  273-31.     The  same  father  in  a  memorial  to  the  king  tav 


t,aivg.,  M».,  -irii-'Ji-  -the  same  father  m  a  memorial  to  the  king  awaes 
against  the  claim  of  said  bishop  that  tbe  causes  for  clianges  in  ministros  doc- 
trineros should  be  laid  before  him,  tho  king  having  decreed  that  this  should 
be  done  only  to  tho  viceroy  as  viccpatrono.  Aj/tUa,  Rtpretait.  por  h»  Ffan- 

Em.  Uii.,  Vol.  HI.   U 
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dience  of  the  regulars  to  the  bishops,  and  laws  passed 
affecting  their  jurisdiction  and  internal  administration, 
and  regulating  the  appointment  to  doctrinas  of  those 
duly  quahfied."  The  outcry  was  loud  and  long,  and 
much  scandal  ensued,  but  the  king  and  pope  conjointly 
had  raised  up  a  great  power  in  the  land,  and  the  objec- 
tions of  the  frairs  to  roya!  cedulas  and  the  commands 
of  the  bishops  were  so  persistently  urged,  and  their 
own  claim  to  privileges  so  ably  argued,  that  modifica- 
tions of  the  restrictions  were  obtamed. 

While  the  regular  orders  were  thus  united  in  their 
opposition  to  church  and  state,  it  was  otherwise  among 
themselves.  Dissensions  between  different  orders  and 
discord  among  the  members  of  individual  institutions 
were  incessant.  In  the  internal  government  of  the 
orders  the  two  prominent  causes  of  disagreement 
were  the  election  of  provincials  and  other  officers, 
and  the  interminable  quarrels  between  Spanish  and 
Creole  members.'*  Spanish  friars  who  had  taken  the 
habit  in  Europe  displayed  an  ungenerous  rivalry 
toward  members  of  orders  who,  though  of  their  own 
race,  had  been  born  in  America,  and  would  have  ex- 
cluded them  from  the  right  to  hold  office.  Such 
views  were  indignantly  opposed  by  the  Creoles,  who 
denied  that  thoy  were  in  any  way  inferior  to  the  Eu- 
ropeans, while  the  latter  refused  to  admit  them  on 
terms  of  equality."  In  order  to  adjust  differences 
which  led  to  actual  animosity  between  the  two  classes, 
the  system  of  alternation  in  office  was  established  by 

"The  reBtrictions  were  principally  confined  to  the  adminiatration  of  the 
Bacraments,  hearing  confcBsioo,  and  preaching.  Rrcop.  de  Ind..  i.  6l>-7, 
84,  117,  124-5,  487;  Medina.  Chron.  de  S.  Diego,  ihx.,  194;  MoreUi.  Fait. 
Nop.  Orb.,  SS3-I,  38C-7,  394-5;  Monlema'jor.  Svmario,  24-6.  37-48;  Onlr.nn 
de  la  Corona,  MS.,  ii.  157-8.  For  a  number  of  laws  bearing  upon  friars  as  doo- 
trineros  ace  llecop.  de  lad.,  i.  131,  133-G,  138-40.  With  rcBpcet  to  IrrpRular- 
ities  prevailiug  in  the  doctrinas  and  tlie  action  of  Bishop  Polafox  see  tliia  toL 
pp.  100-1.  A  principal  cauie  of  grievance  was  the  transferring  the  <loc- 
trinas  from  the  orders  to  the  seculnr  clergy  by  the  biehops. 

"These  quarrelB  in  the  Dominican  order  became  so  violent  that  in  1 C27  the 
viaitador  of  the  BOciety  ordered  tlint  no  inore  habits  should  be  given  to  Creoles. 
The  king  disapproved  of  such  injnatice.  DuUarbioadtFraUea,  i.  no.  4:  CiJiUa- 
Tio  Nxievo,  i.  300. 

"ilatitera,  ImtrM.,  in  l)oc.  Inid.,  iii.  470-83, 
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papal  bulls  and  royal  decrees.  Some  of  the  orders  at 
once  complied  with  this  regulation.  The  arrangement 
had,  however,  its  exact  counterpart  in  many  cases,  en- 
tire communities  being  composed  wholly  of  Creoles 
and  others  wholly  of  Spaniards.^* 

Although  the  alternation  system,  repeatedly  in- 
sisted upon  by  the  crown,  secured  to  Creoles  the  right 
to  official  appointments,  it  was  not  faithfully  carried 
out,  and  frequent  were  their  complaints  of  partiality 
to  Spaniards  and  injustice  to  themselves.**  It  utterly 
failed  to  produce  harmony.  Criminations  and  recrim- 
inations prevailed  down  to  the  nineteenth  century, 
and  instances  are  not  wanting  of  these  teachers  of 
peace  and  humility  proceeding  to  acts  of  personal 
violence  among  themselves.*® 

In  the  zealous  assertion  of  their  privileges  the 
action  of  friars  was  not  unfrequently  marked  by  tur- 
bulency  and  opposition  to  the  civil  authorities,*^  and 

^*  The  decrees  sent  from  Borne  and  Spain  ordered  alternation  every  three 
or  four  years.  For  the  reason  that  for  some  time  no  natives  of  Old  Spain  ap- 
plied for  admission  into  the  order  of  the  Hermitanos  de  San  Agustin  of  Mex- 
ico, the  prelates  of  that  society  finally  admitted  only  Creoles.  A  royal  c^dula 
dated  November  28,  1C67,  ordered  the  viceroy  to  investigate  and  reform  the 
irregularity.  Id,  The  convent  of  the  Carmelites  and  the  apostolic  colleges 
of  San  Fernando,  Cruz  de  Quer6taro,  and  otliers  were  composed  entirely  of 
Spaniards;  the  communities  of  Guadalupe  de  Zacatecas,  and  those  of  San 
Juan  de  Dios  and  San  Hipdlitoof  the  hospitallers,  were  Creole.  Alaman,  Hist. 
Mdj.,  i.  13,  70.  Pope  Urbano  VII.  defined,  by  brief  of  November  12,  1G25, 
the  observances  to  be  used  by  the  Franciscans  in  the  distiibution  of  offices 
among  the  three  diflferent  classes  of  which  their  order  was  composed,  namely, 
the  *criollos,*  the  *hijos  de  provincia,*  and  the  *capuchines,*  who  are  thus 
respectively  defined.  The  first  were  those  who  were  bom  in  the  country  of 
Spanish  parents  and  had  taken  the  habit;  the  second  were  Spaniards  who 
took  the  habit  in  New  Spain,  and  the  third  were  Spaniards  who  entered  the 
order  in  Europe.   Vrhano  Vlll.y  in  Disturbios  de  Frailes,  i.  146  et  seq. 

^The  three  classes  mentioned  in  the  preceding  note  were  distinguished 
by  different  habits.  Sierra^  DictameUy  in  A/.,  i.  347-63.  A  royal  order  dated 
September  11,  1766,  confirming  previous  ones  issued  in  1691,  1697,  and  1725, 
directed  the  admission  of  Indians  into  the  religious  orders.  Providencias  Rtalts, 
in  Mtx,  Ordinanzas  de  esta  N,  6^  MS..  178-82. 

^*  A  notable  case  occurred  in  the  city  of  Mexico  on  the  9th  of  July  1780 
when  a  serious  riot  occurred  in  the  convent  of  San  Francisco,  occasioned  by 
the  seizure  of  the  'guardian  Fray  Mateo  Jimenez,  a  gachupin.*  The  two 
parties  came  to  blows,  25  friars  fled,  and  it  reanired  the  employment  of  a 
military  force  to  effect  the  release  of  Jimenez,  his  captors  having  twice  re- 
fused to  obey  the  summons  sent  by  the  viceroy  to  surrender  him.  Gomez, 
Diano,  in  Doc,  Hist,  Mex.,  2da  s^rie,  vii.  89,  91-2. 

*^  A  tumult  was  occasioned  in  1664  by  the  rescue  of  a  negress  who  was 
being  led  to  execution  for  the  attempted  murder  of  her  mistress.    The  friars^ 
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orders  were  repeatedly  issued  from  the  throne  that 
such  characters  as  well  as  vagabond  friars  who  had 
been  unfrocked  or  expelled  from  their  convents  should 
be  sent  to  Spain.'* 

With  regard  to  the  private  life  of  the  friars  it  can- 
not truthfully  be  said  that  it  was  in  keeping  with  the 
simplicity  and  abstinence  which  their  vows  required. 
The  contrast  between  them  and  the  earlier  mission- 
aries is  striking.  Many  indulged  not  only  in  the  pleas- 
ures and  luxuries  of  the  laity,  but  also  m  their  vices. 
Instead  of  abstemiousness,  feasting  and  carousal  pre- 
vailed among  them,  as  among  the  secular  clergy;  in- 
stead of  humble  garb  and  bearing,  pompous  display  in 
embroidered  doublets  and  silken  hose  of  bright  color; 
instead  of  study  and  devotional  exercises,  dice-throw- 
ing and  card-playing,  over  which  the  pious  gamblers 
cursed  and  swore  and  drank."  Immorality  too  often 
usurped  the  place  of  celibacy,**  and  murder  that  of 
martyrdom."    It  must   not,  however,  be  concluded 

who  attended  her  raised  the  cry  of  'Ta  the  church,'  wherenpoD  a  crond  of 
negroes,  mulattocH,  and  others,  lo  epitu  of  the  rcsiatAiicc  of  the  guard  carried 
her  into  the  cathedral.  AtUimpte  of  the  authorities  to  release  her  failed. 
She  was  afterward  uonveyed  to  the  convent  of  La  Concepcioa  and  escaped 
puiiishmcnt.  Gaijo,  Diario,  501. 

"  Ordenee  dt  ta  Corona,  jv.  84-5;  vii.  11,  84-6. 

"Gage,  i.  62,  tells  a  atory  of  a  priest  nbo,  ha\-uig  won  a  lai^  sun,  held 
open  one  of  the  sleeveeof  his  habit  and  swept  hia  gains  intoiCwith  the  other, 
jocularly  explaining  that  he  had  taken  a  vow  neither  to  touch  nor  keep 
money,  but  that  his  sleeve  bad  permission  to  do  so.  Dtlapcrte,  x.  19S-20S, 
307. 

"The inquisition  in  1742 instituted  proceedingsagainstPrayLdzaro  Jime- 
nez del  Guante,  a  Franciscan  of  Querftaro,  for  soliciting  women — some  of 
whom  denouneed  him.~and  other  immoral  practices.  Beins  found  gnilty  ha 
was  deprived  for  life  of  the  right  of  hearing  confeaaions  and  otherwise  pun- 
ished. Ximenez,  Frtty  Ldzaro,  InqiAndnT Jitcai  contra,  MS.,  fol.  pp.  281. 

"  In  1799  Fray  Jacinto  Miranda,  of  the  order  of  la  !Mcrccd,  stabbed  and 
killed  the  comendadorPailreGrcgorioCorte.  Miranda  had  been  placed  under 
severe  discipline  by  the  comendodor;  he  was  tried  before  the  archbisliop  for 
bis  crime.  The  order  made  streniious  efforts  to  save  bira  from  capital  poniBh- 
nicnt,  and  he  was  probably  sent  to  Spain.  Miranda,  Cavea  de  l/omkidio,  in 
DUturbioa  de  JlYailea,  MS.,  ii.  no.  i.  pp.  37-128;  no,  8,  pp.  331-40;  Brnial  y 
iltdo-WaJdo,  Indaledo,  Altijnto,  I-S6,  The  kings  of  Spain  were  unwilling 
that  the  BKcesECB  committed  by  friars  should  bccomei  public  if  it  could  be 
avoided,  and  left  tbeirpunishmcQt.ss  far  as  possible,  to  the  jurisdiction  of  tha 
several  orders.  But  it  being  discovered  that  such  license  led  to  abases,  in- 
structions were  issued  to  the  archbishop  and  bishops,  enjoining  them,  in  caso 
merited  punishment  was  not  meted  out  to  deliaquenta  by  the  aupcriora  of  tho 
orders,  to  ^snme  the  jurisdiction  with  which  they  were  invested  by  the  coiuidl 
o(  Trent.  liccop.  de  lad.,  i.  123. 
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that  there  were  no  righteous  men  among  the  friars. 
The  records  of  the  chroniclers  show  that  many  excel- 
lent and  worthy  members,  of  high  principle  and  noble 
intent,  labored  in  New  Spain  during  this  period  of 
backsliding.  But  their  numbers  were  comparatively 
few,  and  they  were  unable,  by  the  exemplary  lives 
which  they  led,  to  leaven  the  heavy  mass  of  ungodli- 
ness into  which  they  had  been  cast.'^ 

So  rapidly  did  the  number  of  the  regulars  in- 
crease,*' and  so  tempting  were  the  inducements  to  the 
idle  and  vicious  to  join  societies  which  offered  to  them 
opportunities  of  indulgence  in  indolence,  lust,  and 
pleasure,  that  the  king  in  1754  decreed,  in  accord 
with  the  holy  see,  that  for  the  ten  succeeding  years 
no  person  should  be  admitted  into  any  of  the  religious 
orders  in  New  Spain  under  any  pretext,"  Of  the 
actual  number  of  friars  resident  in  the  country  pre- 
vious to  the  close  of  the  eighteenth  century,  little 
information  can  be  obtained.  According  to  Alzato," 
in  1787,  there  were  in  the  city  of  Mexico  alone  1,033 
regulars,  and  Humboldt  states  that  in  1803  in  the 
twenty-three  convents  of  friars  then  existing  in  the 
capital,  there  were  about  1,200  members,  580  of  whom 
were  priests  and  choristers.  The  same  author  esti- 
mates the  number  of  friars  throughout  the  country, 
including  lay  brothers  and  servants,  at  between  7,000 
and  8,000.'' 

While  convents  and  friars  thus  multiplied,  religious 

"  A  modem  author  thas  deicribes  the  moral  condition  of  friars  dnrinE  tlie 
■evcDtei'ntli  century:  '  General  men  te  vivian  entregailos  i.  loa  vicioa,  liallAii- 
dose  Bin  emhsri^o  mnclioa  aai:enlot«B  dlgnos  on  loa  congrogocionea  de  S.  Foclro, 
S,  Frantisco  Javier  y  H.  Felipe  Neri;  poro  la  mayor  parte  del  clero  era  igno- 
rante,  relajado  en  sua  costitmhres  y  ae  cuidaha  poco  de  la  cunvcniencia  en  el 
trage  y  Im  alimentos,  notindose  deade  entonccB  propeoaionea  en  eaa  clase  A 
las  rebclioDca  y  motiuea.'  Hivtru,  Oob.  dt  Mex.,  i.  '230. 

"  Ai:eonlin(t  to  Calle,  Mrm.  y  Not. ,  45,  in  the  middle  of  tbe  eoventeenth 
century  tliere  were  more  than  400  convents  of  all  orders  in  New  Spain.  The 
bullcf  IGll  ordering  tliat  each  convent  should  have  at  least  eight  inmates, 
was  constMitly  disregarded.  The  pope  issued  briefs  to  the  samn  effect  ia 
16!^  and  IGIM,  and  in  IT03thelcingconimanded  viceroy*  to  enforce  theorder. 
OrdeHoi  lie  la  Corona,  vit  8-10. 

" '  oKlro,  Diario,  53-5. 

»  Ocoftat.  X.  34. 

«  f«ai  Pol.,  L  127,  129. 
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Bisterhoods  increased  in  a  corresponding  degree.  The 
several  orders  established  during  the  sixteenth  cen- 
tury founded  additional  nunneries  in  various  parts, 
and  the  number  of  such  institutions  was  further 
swelled  by  the  arrival  at  intervals  of  sisters  of  other 
orders.  In  1615  a  convent  of  the  barefooted  Car- 
melite nuns  was  founded  in  the  city  of  Mexico,  and 
in  1666  that  of  the  Capuchinas.'"  During  the  period 
between  1588  and  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  cen- 
tury the  number  of  such  religious  houses  increased 
from  seven  to  twenty,  of  different  denominations.'^ 

Nunneries  were  also  founded  in  Puebla,  Quer^taro, 
Guanajuato,  Michoacan,  and  Jalisco,  the  most  notable 
of  wliich  were  those  of  La  Merced  and  the  Capuchinaa 
in  Michoacan,  the  first  being  established  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  seventeenth  century,  and  the  second  in 
1737.« 

It  would  be  supposed  that  these  religious  estab- 
lishments, designed  as  peaceful  retreats  for  females, 
■would  be  free  from  strife;  but  truth  compels  me  to 
say  that  the  nuns  were  as  contentious  as  the  friars. 
All  the  orders,  in  fact,  incessantly  endeavored  to  shake 
off  the  control  exercised  over  them  by  the  provincial 
prelates,  and  free  themselves  from  their  supervision.** 
Conspicuous  among  these  restive  female  communities 
was  the  nunnery  of  Santa  Clara.  The  governing 
members  of  that  organization  claimed  exemption  from 

^  Siguemay  Odiigora,  Pantym  Occid.,  39-47.  In  1078  n  daughter  of  tho 
alcalile  de  corte,  Soeuz  Aloreno,  ooly  five  years  of  ase,  eoitered  Uie  order  of 
tlie  t'apuchin  nuns.  Roble»,  IHario,  ii.  272.  Felipe  IV.  gave  permisBion  for 
the  founding  of  this  nunnery  in  1004,  Montrmtt'ior,  Sitnarioi,  10. 

"S^n  Vireiile,  Exacta  J)e«eHp.,  27;  /lUl.  M'x.,  ii.  737,  tliia  serieB.  In 
1787  there  were  l.ftjj  nuns  ia  tlie  city  of  Mexico.  Alzale,  Ooa-laa,  i.  Ji. 
Humboldt  gives  023  as  the  namher  in  liOO,  while  in  1803  there  ware  in  the 
lu  nunneKes  then  existing  in  the  capital  about  2,100,  of  whom  000  were  pro- 
fesseil  niina.  £«-.(  I'o/.,  i.  lOfi. 

■"lylfKioK,  ltd.,  2.t0.  241-2i  Romtro.  Not.  Mich.,  27,  45.  In  1754  tha 
convent  of  \a  Puriaima.  Concepcion  was  founded  in  Guanajuato.  Oomarn, 
Exemp.  Rdifl.,  11-13. 

*"  Viceroy  Alancera  Informs  the  king  that  the  nuns  caused  constant  trouble 
to  the  government  in  such  attempts.  His  Alajcsty  iustructod  htni  not  to 
ftllow  himself  or  the  civil  authorities  to  inten'ene  in  cases  of  the  kind.  This 
relieved  the  goveniinent  of  much  BDuoysuce.  Iiiatmc,  in  Dot.  InM.,  zxi 
470-SJ. 
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ners  of  the  church  was  fully  recognized  by  the  crown, 
and  in  1709  a  royal  c^dula  wna  issued  enjoining  vice- 
roys, governors,  bishops,  and  prelates  of  the  regular 
orders  zealously  to  aid  in  increasing  the  number  of 
missions.**  The  impulse  thus  given  was  not  without 
effect,  many  missions  being  established  from  the  At- 
lantic to  the  Pacific  by  different  orders. 

Though  few  in  number  in  proportion  to  their  zeal, 
the  Josuits  had  previously  to  their  expulsion  already 
penetrated  into  Sonera  and  California,  and  during  the 
two  decades  from  1723  to  1742  they  established  no 
less  than  eight  missions  in  the  wild  district  of  Naya- 
rit.^  The  Franciscans,  however,  may  lay  claim  to 
having  founded  more  institutions  of  this  kind  than 
any  other  order.  In  178!»  they  occupied  no  less  than 
one  hundred  and  fifty-eight  missions  scattered  over 
the  territory  lying  to  the  north  of  Mexico,  while 
others  in  great  number  had  been  secularized  by  the 
church.^' 

The  system  of  church  secularization  of  missions. 
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of  aggrandizement,  and  whenever  a  mission  wasdeemed 
of  sufficient  importance  thither  was  sent  a  secular  priest, 
and  the  friars  were  relieved  of  their  charge  and  sent 
about  their  business.  Their  successors,  however,  were 
not  men  of  like  spirit  with  themselves.  Their  devo- 
tion waa  generally  lukewarm,  and  they  showed  little 
real  solicitude  in  watching  over  the  moral  and  material 
well-being  of  the  Indians.  Thus  many  missions,  which 
under  the  conduct  of  the  friars  had  thrived,  were  soon 
abandoned,  the  buildings  fell  to  ruins,  and  the  natives 
relansed  into  idolatry."* 

Yet  the  stipends  allowed  by  the  crown  to  even 
successful  friars  was  a  mere  pittance,  and  paid  grudg- 
ingly or  not  at  all."  Nevertheless  the  routine  of 
duties  was  punctually  performed  at  the  permanently 
established  missions.  Daily  at  sunrise  the  bells  sum- 
moned the  Indians  both  male  and  female  to  church, 
where  the  padre,  after  prayer,  explained  the  chief 
mysteries  of  the  faith.  Then  the  little  children  from 
6ve  years  old  and  upwards  were  instructed  in  the  first 
rudiments,  while  the  catechumens  and  those  more  ad- 
vanced listened  morning  and  afternoon  to  explanations 
of  the  grace  whereby  they  should  be  saved.*" 

"  Viceroy  lUvilla  Gigedo,  in  a  fall  report  to  the  court  of  .Spain  in  1703  oa 
the  subject  of  miaaiuna,  disepprovud  of  the  aceularization  of  intaaioiiB.  '  No 
estoy  may  cnnfurnie  con  loa  mifiioncB  quo  Be  hiui  fieculariz.'ido  ni  U>nUkr6  eata 
providenciu  sin  que  precedan  geguridatlei  visibtes  ie  su  l)UGn  dnito,  porque  loa 
curaa  oli^rigos  no  pueden  liocer  masijue  toe  religiosoo.'  He  Uiub  dcscrilies  tbe 
condition  of  certain  missions  that  bad  been  secularized:  '  Es  muy  laatitnoBO 
el  estado  dc  las  que  se  pusieron  ft  cargo  de  saccniotea  cU'rigos,  pues  Us  mas  s« 
ballan  sin  ministros,  y  loa  oxiBtentca  eu  calidad  do  intcriiioa,  sirreu  contra 
to<la  Bu  voluntAd,  haciendo  repetidaa  reauocias.'  Carta  itiriijidad  ta  corlt,  in 
Die.  Univ. .  V.  439,  4tii). 

**The  stipend  allowed  each  misionero  vbb  300  pesos  a  year.  Vrnrgiu, 
232-3.  In  1705  the  allowance  for  tbe  misnions  of  the  Jesuits  i;ot  having  teen 
paid  for  three  yeara,  a  council  wbb  held  by  them  ot  wbich  it  waa  determined 
to  abandon  their  missions  and  unrrender  them  to  the  secular  clergy.  Aleip-f, 
Hut.  Comp.  JreuB,  iii.  141-^  RevilLa  Gigedo  urged  the  necessity  of  not  i«- 
garding  t<.>o  closely  the  expense  of  stipends  for  missions,  not  merely  for  tbe 
■Bkeot  justice  bnt  also  of  safety.  Carta,  ia  Dice,  t/niu. ,  T.  470;  Mai/er  JISS., 

"On  feo^t  days  care  waa  taken  that  all  ebould  attend  mass,  the  Indians 
being  called  up  one  by  one  to  kiss  the  padre's  hand  so  that  tlio  absent  ones 
could  bo  noted,  'ilie  more  intelligent  were  exhorted  to  frequent  commuoion. 
Piiliiii,  Vidii,  25-6.  These  regulatioua  were  obterved  in  tbe  mis  ions  of  Ceiro 
Gordo,  Quer6taj(i,  and  Zocatecas. 
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The  progress  made  by  the  Franciscans  had  ensured 
to  them  at  the  close  of  the  sixteenth  century  an  in- 
fluential position  which  was  further  developed  in  the 
following  years.  From  their  first  entry  into  New 
Spain  their  aim  had  been  the  extension  of  their  order 
throughout  the  entire  country;  and  not  confining 
themselves  to  any  special  district,  their  convents  were 
found  in  almost  every  town  or  pueblo  of  importance, 
though  naturally  those  in  the  capital  and  neighbor- 
hood were  most  prominent.**  At  the  beginning  of 
the  seventeenth  century  the  extension  of  the  order 
had  assumed  such  dimensions  that,  in  1604,  the  pro- 
vincia  de  San  Francisco  de  los  Zacatecas  was  estab- 
lished, and  in  1607  that  of  Santiago  of  Jalisco."  To 
illustrate  how  vast  was  the  influence  of  the  Francis- 
can provincials  at  Mexico,  I  may  mention  that  on 
several  occasions  the  king  requested  them  to  support 
viceroys  in  their  administration."  Indeed,  such  waa 
the  appreciation  of  the  order  by  the  crown,  that  the 
authorities  in  New  Spain  were  instructed  not  to  in- 
terfere in  the  least  with  its  internal  government,** 

While  the  Franciscans  were  thus  steadily  gaining 
ground  in  Mexico  and  its  environs,  their  progress  en- 
countered more  serious  obstacles  in  the  missionary 
field  of  the  central  and  northern  regions.  Efiective 
aid  in  this  direction  waa  obtained  from  the  Franciscan 
college  for  missionaries  of  Quer^taro,  established  in 
1683,  under  the  name  of  Colegio  de  propaganda  fide, 
by  Fiay  Antonio  Llnaz  de  Jesus  Maria.** 

*'  Id  16!)I,  in  the  province  of  Santo  Evangelio  alone,  they  had  S3  ooDTeota' 
and  monnatericB.  2'raxiUo.,  Helacioa,  in  Doc.  Jiiat.  ilex.,  »6ne  ii,  torn.  i.  9-10. 
Vetanciirt.  C/irdii..  30,  uij'BtiO.  For  descriptiou  and  lumel  see  A^.,  30etKq,, 
uid  Siei-ra,  in  Disliirbioi  de  FraiUt,  MS.,  i.  3o9. 

"For  details  about  tliat  region  see  ^rfryut,  Chrdn.  Zck.,  393-43S. 

"Ci^ulaa  in  Ordeuu  de  la  Corona.  MS.,  iv.  132,  I0«,  100-1. 

"C*dula  of  Febniary  10,  1714.  Cedu'aria,  MS.,  iii.  (W-l. 

"He  bad  Ix^n  sent  to  Spain  to  attend  a  chapter  of  the  order,  and  tbera 
obtained  on  April  18,  ICS'J,  tlie  king's  liceiiBe  tor  Uie  eatabliBhinent,  the  con- 
vent of  Santa  Cruz  nt  Quer^tara  being  granted  him  for  that  purpose.  In  the 
following  month  Uie  jKjne  ieaued  a  conlintiatory  bull,  and  in  ltl63  Linaz  left 
■with  2'2  companions  for  S'cw  Spain,  taking  poescBaion  of  the  convent  asai^ned 
him  on  the  15th  of  August  1683.  £tpiiio*a.  Vrrm.  Apoal.,  3&-M.  For  rule*  to 
which  tho  members  were  suliject,  see  Jd.,  52-L 
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of  the  missions  established  after  1744**  with  provisions 
and  tools  to  prevent  the  Indians  from  deserting  the 
settlements.  Notwithstanding  the  great  interest  dis- 
played in  such  cases  both  by  private  persons  and  friars,^ 
in  several  instances  the  padres  either  abandoned  the 
missions  or  delivered  them  to  the  secular  clergy.  But 
the  secularization  system  was  also  applied,  and  eigh- 
teen establishments  of  the  Tampico  jurisdiction,  merely 
because  of  their  advanced  condition,  were  transferred 
to  the  ecclesiastics  of  the  church."  That  such  changes 
were  not  always  advantageous  is  certain,  for  in  several 
instances  missions  were  subsequently  restored  to  the 
orders,  and  at  the  close  of  the  century  only  a  portion 
of  those  secularized  were  in  charge  of  the  secular 
clergy,  the  remainder  being  intrusted  to  the  friars. 

In  Yucatan  the  Franciscans  were  almost  the  only 
order  represented,  for  though  the  Jesuits  attempted 
to  establish  colleges  in  that  province,  their  influence 
was  only  temporary  and  never  important.  With  the 
field  of  labor  to  themselves  the  Franciscan  friars 
gained  almost  absolute  direction.*^  Their  missionary 
zeal  led  them  on  several  occasions  to  undertake  the 
conversion  of  the  wild  tribes  in  the  centre  of  the 
Peninsula,  but  their  labors  were  only  partially  suc- 
cessful, and  several  of  them  gained  only  the  crown 
of  martyrdom. 

Less  prominent  than  the  followers  of  St  Francis  of 
Assisi  were  the  barefooted  friars  of  the  same  name 

*•  Friars  of  the  college  of  San  Fernando  at  Mexico  had  established  the 
missions  of  Xalpa,  Purisima  Concepcion,  San  Miguel,  San  Francisco,  and 
Nuestra  Sefiora  de  la  Luz,  but  they  declined  owing  to  the  death  of  several 
friars  and  the  return  of  others  to  the  college.  In  1750,  however,  others  were 
sent,  among  them  the  famous  California  missionaries  Junlpero  Serraand  Fran- 
cisco Palon,  who  resumed  the  work  with  good  success.  Paloti,  Kw/a,  24-9, 
34-5.     See  also  Arias,  in  Pinart,  CoL  Doc,  Mex.,  MS.,  320-30. 

^^'The  settlement  of  Divina  Pastora  in  the  jurisdiction  of  Rio  Verde  waa 
made  at  the  expense  of  the  count  de  Santa  Maria  Guadalupe  del  Peflasco  and 
maintained  by  him  for  about  20  years.  Michoacan,  Iiiforme,  in  Id.,  136-7; 
AHas,  in  Id.,  32C^. 

"SeePt/mr^,  Col.  Doc.  Mex.,  MS.,  457.  The  total  number  of  missions  in 
Tamaulipas  in  1787  was  48.  partly  belonging  to  the  custodia  of  Tampico,  partly 
to  that  of  New  Mexico.  Ylzarbe,  in  Id,,  345-60. 

*"^In  1087  a  mission  of  20  friars  was  sent  to  Yucatan,  and  the  king  granted 
them  the  usual  alms  of  oil  and  wine.  Ordettes  de  la  Corona,  MS.,  ii.  58. 
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belonging  to  the  province  of  San  Diego.  They  also 
spread  toward  the  north,  founding  establishments  in 
Queretaro,  Zacatecas,  and  Guanajuato.  They  more- 
over directed  their  attention  to  the  Sierra  Gorda 
region,'*  but  with  less  success,  and  consequently  pros- 
ecuted their  labors  more  generally  in  the  province  of 
Mexico,  where  they  po^essed  the  college  of  Pacliuea" 
and  the  house  of  Recollects  at  San  Cosme. 

By  the  close  of  the  sixteenth  century  the  Augus- 
tinians  had  founded  so  many  convents  in  localities 
scattered  over  so  wide  a  range  of  country,  that  it  was 
found  necessary  to  divide  the  provincia  into  two  sepa- 
rate jurisdictions.  Accordingly,  permission  havmg 
been  obtained  from  the  general  of  the  order,  together 
with  the  king's  sanction,  in  1602  the  division  was 
effected,  the  new  provincia  comprising  the  territories 
of  Michoacan  and  Jalisco,  under  the  name  of  the 
provincia  do  San  Nicolis  Tolentino,**  while  that  of 
Mexico  retained  the  former  title  of  Santi'simo  Nom- 
bre  de  Jesus.  On  the  22d  of  June,  1602,  the  first 
chapter  was  held  at  Uquareo  attended  by  twenty 
priors,  presided  over  by  Padre  Pedro  de  Vera,  who" 
had  been  elected  provincial.'^ 

It  is  unnecessary  to  pursue  in  detail  the  history  of 
the  provincia  of  San  Nicolis.  The  conditions  and 
mode  of  progress  were  similar  to  those  of  other  orders; 
the  friars  founded  new  convents  and  missions,  strug- 
gled against  tbe  authority  of  viceroys  and  audiencias, 
opposed  ecclesiastical  encroachmente,  and  were  inter- 
nally agitated  by  the  vexed  question  of  equality  of 
Spaniards  and  Creoles." 

"  In  about  1 7S7  the  order  wished  to  resign  its  settlements  in  that  district, 
Ijut  waa  refuBed  liceoae  to  <io  so.  Soriaiio,  Pr6logo,  MS.,  5. 

"  Founded  by  virtne  of  a  bull  of  Pmo  Benedict  XIII.  of  April  3,  1727, 
and  conHrmed  in  July  1733  hy  Clement  XH.  Boriajui  Prdlogo,  MS.,  4, 

"  roi-gufmodo,  iii.  333;  Qri^alua,  Chron.  deS.  AugOKlin.'iU-li;  Saig^tero, 
Tlda.  12.  The  king  of  Spain  gave  hia  penniasioa  in  1601;  the  »ct  bj  which 
the  diritiOD  was  made  was  iasaed  by  the  '  padre  maestro'  in  Mexico  on  the 
17tli  of  March,  1G02. 

^Proo.iIich.Agxiit.,  111-13.  Theauthorof  thU work  states  thattha  rice. 
lof  had  pre\iom1y  objected  to  the  division. 

*'  For  20  ytait  the  tociet]'  of  Sau  NicoUa  was  ruled  b;  the  fonner,  and 
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The  years  between  1623  and  1626  were  marked  by 
prosperity  and  pea<5e  both  internal  and  external.  This 
period  was  accordingly  signalized  by  the  appellation 
of  'el  feliz.'  The  debt  with  which  the  provincia  had 
been  encumbered  was  paid  off,  and  money  accumu- 
lated in  the  coffers  of  the  convents;  twenty-five  thou- 
sand pesos  were  expended  on  a  chapel  and  sacristy 
for  the  convent  at  Valladolid;  work  on  nine  different 
churches  was  vigorously  carried  on,  and  the  new  pri- 
ories of  Guadiana  and  Ytuquaro  established.  About 
the  year  1626  the  prosperity  of  the  provincia  of  San 
NicoUs  appears  to  have  reached  its  culmination.'^ 


S3 


In  the  annals  of  the  provincia  of  Santisimo  Nombre 
de  Jesus  the  year  1650  is  memorable  on  account  of  an 
extraordinary  disturbance  occasioned  by  disputes  as 
to  the  successor  of  the  provincial  Fray  Diego  Pacheco 
who  died  during  his  term  of  office.  On  his  demise 
the  friars  Francisco  de  Mendoza  and  Diego  de  los 
Rios  provincial  ad  interim,  together  with  the  defini- 
dores,  elected  Fray  Andres  de  Oflate  of  the  provincia 

habits  of  the  order  were  prohibited  from  being  granted  to  the  latter  class. 
Provincia^  in  Dinturhios  de,  FraiUst  MS.,  i.  no.  iv.  167.  About  the  year  1630, 
however,  the  Capuchines  were  compelled  to  yield  to  the  pressure  brought  to 
bear  upon  them,  and  the  alternative  system  came  into  force.  3iich.,  Prov,  8, 
Nic.,  180-96.  In  1629  a  violent  dissension  occurred  owing  to  the  appointment 
of  Juan  de  Leivana  as  provincial,  without  any  attention  being  paid  to  the  *  alter- 
nativa.'  Eleven  voters  immediately  proceeded  to  Mexico,  and  by  order  of  the 
viceroy  formed  themselves  into  a  chapter,  admitted  the  alternative  system, 
and  elected  Padre  Vergara  provincial.  Vergara  returned  to  Michoacan 
accompanied  by  an  oidor.  Fray  Leivana  opposed  his  taking  possession  of  the 
office,  and  attempted  to  place  Vergara  in  confinement,  whereupon  a  chapter 
was  held  at  Valladolid,  and  Leivana  was  sentenced  to  be  banished  to  China. 
He  was  afterward  sent  to  Acapulco,  but  the  ships  had  sailed  before  his 
arrival.  Salguero^  Vida,  87-9;  Prov.  Mich.,  Agust.,  192-4.  Veraga  died  in 
the  first  year  of  his  office,  and  was  succeeded  by  P.  Pedro  de  Santa  Maria,  for 
the  concluding  two  years.  In  1632  the  majority  elected  P.  Damian  Nuiiez 
provincial.  Id.,  194-%.  Nufiez  was  a  Creole,  and  appears  to  have  been  the 
first  of  that  class  who  occupied  the  office. 

^Tho  increase  of  rental  was  estimated  at  300,000  pesos.  The  income  of 
the  provincial  treasury  during  these  three  years  was  64,378  pesos,  of  which 
27,230  pesos  were  expended,  on  the  repair  of  churches  and  the  erection  of  the 
Valladolid  chapel;  of  the  remainder,  3,000  pesos  were  allowed  the  provincial 
for  expenses;  2, 136  pesos  were  spent  in  supplying  assistance  to  sick  and  needy 
friars;  debts  amounting  to  3,323  pesos  brought  forward  from  the  preceding 
triennial  were  liquidated,  and  1,360  pesos  were  transmitted  to  the  general  of 
the  order,  making  the  outcome  amount  to  37,055  pesos,  and  leaving  a  bal- 
ance in  favor  of  the  treasury  of  17,31^  pesos.  JSaJguero,  Vida,  19-21. 
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of  Guatemala  as  vicar-provincial.  Thereupon  Fray 
Juan  Guerrero  presented  a  memorial  to  the  viceroy 
setting  forth  that  ho  was  in  possession  of  letters  cre- 
dential from  the  general  of  the  order  appointing  him 
successor  in  case  of  the  death  of  the  provincial;  that 
he  had  hitherto  withheld  thera,  as  there  had  been  no 
necessity  to  produce  thera,  but  that  Ofiate  being  blind 
and  incapacitated  for  service,  he  now  claimed  his 
right  to  the  office.  This  memorial  was  sent  by  the 
viceroy  to  the  dcBnitorio,  and  caused  Padre  Rios  and 
three  definidores  to  recognize  Guerrero  as  provincial 
and  fo^mally  declare  him  as  such.  This  gave  offence 
to  Padre  Mendoza,  who  hastened  to  attach  to  his 
party  the  archbishop,  inquisitors,  and  nobility.  He 
moreover  immediately  communicated  with  Onate  ten- 
dering his  obedience  to  him  as  provincial.  Onate 
at  once  proceeded  to  Mexico,  performing  various 
duties  pertaining  to  his  office  during  his  journey.  On 
his  arrival,  however,  the  letters  of  the  Augustinian 
general  which  had  been  in  the  keeping  of  Kioa  were 
produced,  and  Guerrero's  party  refused  to  recognize 
Ofiate.  Mendoza  now  represented  to  the  viceroy  the 
true  state  of  the  case,  maintaining  that  Guerrero 
ought  to  have  produced  his  credentials  earlier,  and 
thus  have  avoided  all  cause  for  dissension.  This  view 
was  adopted  hy  the  viceroy,  who  despatched  an  order 
by  the  officers  uf  the  crimmal  court,  supported  by  the 
palace  guard,  commanding  the  recognition  of  Oflate. 
A  great  commotion  ensued,  Rios  and  the  three  defini- 
dores refused  to  obey  the  order  or  open  the  doors  of 
the  convent.  At  nine  o'clock  at  night  the  alcaldes 
and  guard  again  brought  the  commands  of  the  viceroy 
to  the  refractory  friars,  but  without  any  better  result;^ 
nor  did  they  yield  until  a  notification  of  banishment 
to  the  port  of  Acapulco  was  served  upon  them.  Onate 
was  then  instated  in  his  office,  and  meeting  with  fur- 
ther opposition  he  banished  the  contentious  member» 
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to  the  pueblo  of  Oquituco,  within  a  week  of  his  in- 
stallation. Some  degree  of  peace  was  thus  restored 
in  the  convent.^ 

In  1606  the  order  of  barefooted  Augustinians  was 
first  represented  in  New  Spain  by  the  arrival  of 
twelve  members  of  that  society  with  Padre  Juan  de 
San  Ger6nimo  at  their  head.^^  They  first  established 
their  hospital  at  Tlatilulco  and  afterwards  removed  to 
the  capital,  occupying  a  house  which  had  been  left 
to  them  by  the  presbyter  Bartolomd  Lopez.^ 

The  Dominican  friars,  as  the  reader  is  aware,  ob- 
tained almost  undisputed  possession  of  Oajaca,  their 
establishment  in  that  region  having  been  formed  into 
a  separate  province  under  the  name  of  San  Hip61ito. 
They  were  now  bent  on  extending  their  influence  in 
a  northerly  direction  from  the  capital,  and  with  such  a 
view  established  as  early  as  1604  a  convent  at  Zaca- 
tecas,  and  another  in  1610  at  Guadalajara.  Subse- 
quently they  began  to  work  as  missionaries  in  the 
region  of  Sierra  Gorda,  the  present  Quer^taro,  where 
the  Franciscans  had  so  far  been  unable  to  establish 
themselves  to  any  extent.  The  Dominicans  com- 
menced the  conversion  of  the  Chichimecs  blancos  in 
1686,  and  about  fifteen  years  later  they  had  at  least 
so  far  succeeded  as  to  found  six  missions  to  which  was 
gathered  the  greater  part  of  the  population.  Unfor- 
tunately a  revolt  of  the  Indians  at  the  beginning  of 

^ '  Qtied6  el  con  vento  algo  sosegado  y  bus  parciales  con  alganos  temores. '  Id. , 
145.  During  the  years  1(^2  to  1634  the  Auffustinians  were  en^ged  in  dis- 
putes with  the  bishops  owing  to  their  remov5  from  doctrinas.  Koval  inter- 
ference was  necessary  and  commands  on  the  matter  were  issued.  FrcultM 
JJoctrin,^  in  Disturbioa  de  FraUes^  MS.,  ii.  no.  ii.  129-88.  In  1676  the  Augns- 
tinian  church  in  the  capital  was  burnt  down.  Much  popular  superstition 
prevailed  relative  to  this  disaster  and  its  significance,  objiienza  y  Gdngora, 
Carta  al  Almirante,  MS.,  15.  A  royal  c^dula  was  issued  in  1741  ordering  the 
provincial  definitorio  to  be  held  every  two  years.  No  appeal  from  this  decree 
would  be  admitted.  Recdes^  C^dulaSy  MS.,  130-2. 

*^  Nine  of  these  friars  were  ordained  priests,  the  remaining  three  being  lay 
brothers.    Vetancvrty  Trot,  de  Jfea:.,38-9;  Medina^  Chron.  de  8,  Dieijo,  11. 

•*  The  pope  granted  extensive  privileges  to  this  order  in  1704:  *UtRec- 
tores  Provinciales  Discalceatorum  Ordinis  S.  Augustini  Congregationis. . . 
gaudeant  eisdem  privilegiis  quibus  Provinciales  absoluti.'  JUorelli,  FasL  Nov, 
Orh,y  511.  In  1744  the  mission  of  Paculawas  transferred  from  the  Augustin- 
ians to  the  barefooted  order.  Soriano,  Prdlogo,  3. 
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the  eighteenth  century  drove  them  back  from  the 
district  which  they  had  gained  with  so  much  labor, 
but  in  1740  fresh  efforts  were  made  in  unison  with 
other  orders,®^  to  reestabhsh  the  missions.  The  at- 
tempt was  so  successful,  that  in  1756  the  mission  of 
Pugniguia  was  in  a  condition  to  be  delivered  to  the 
secular  clergy,  a  change  apparently  injurious  to  the 
settlement,  which  decreased  in  number  of  inhabitants 
considerably  during  the  following  years.^  This  course 
was  nevertheless  persisted  in,  and,  in  1787,  of  all  the 
Dominican  missions  in  the  Sierra  Gorda  district, 
only  that  of  San  Miguel  de  las  Palmas  remained 
under  the  control  of  the  order. *^  Strange  as  it  may 
appear,  this  transfer  of  jurisdiction  seems  not  to  have 
encountered  opposition  on  the  part  of  the  friars, 
though  as  a  rule  the  regulars  were  loath  to  release 
their  hold  when  once  they  had  acquired  control  in  a 
new  region. 

Of  the  minor  orders,  such  as  the  Carmelites  and 
friars  of  Our  Lady  of  Mercy,  there  is  little  to  be  said. 
After  founding  their  convents  in  the  capital,  they 
spread  over  portions  of  the  country,  but  in  no  special 
direction  nor  to  any  considerable  extent.  They  pos- 
sessed establishments  in  the  larger  towns,  as  Puebla, 
Vera  Cruz,  Valladolid,  Colima,  Oajaca,  Guadalajara, 
San  Luis  Potosf,  Zacatecas,^  and  other  places,  but 
their  importance  and  influence  always  remained  infe- 
rior to  those  of  the  Franciscans  or  J  esuits.'^ 

^Friars  of  San  Fernando  from  Mexico  and  others  from  Pachuca.  Orozco 
'  y  Btrra,  Carta  Etnog, ,  260. 

,  ^Of  200  families  which  composed  the  settlement  in  1756  only  four  remained 

in  1767. 
I  ^The  incorporation  of  a  mission  into  the  jurisdiction  of  the  secular  clergy 

I  was  generally  effected  when  a  certain  degree  of  political  and  religious  intelh- 

gence  had  been  acquired  by  the  Indians;  but  on  account  of  its  isolated  situa- 
tion or  for  some  other  reason — perhaps  the  insignificant  perquisites  to  be 
obtained — San  Miguel  was  not  claimed  uy  the  bishop.  Pinart,  Col.  Doc.  Mex., 
MS.,  271-3,  457-60. 

**  The  Mercenarios  founded  in  1628  or  1629  a  convent  at  Guadalajara,  and 
in  the  first  years  of  the  eighteenth  century  another  at  Zacatecas.  In  1617 
they  formed  the  provincia  ae  la  Visitacion  de  la  Nueva  Espaiia. 

*^  Nevertheless  the  Mercenarios  were  able  t*)  pay  in  1785  ^100,000  into  the 
royal  treasury  to  be  used  by  the  government  in  Spain  for  ransoming  captive 
chrisUans.    To  obtain  alms  for  that  purpose  was  an  object  of  their  oider. 
Hut.  Msx.,  Vol.  III.    ifi 
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The  charitable  order  of  San  Juan  de  Dios  was 
established  in  Mexico  in  1604  by  Crist6bal  Munoz, 
who  together  with  four  other  friars  had  been  sent 
from  Spain  for  that  purpose  «  The  buUding  originally 
intended  for  them  having  been  given  to  the  Hip61itos, 
after  some  negotiations  they  obtained  the  foundling- 
hospital  of  Nuestra  Senora  de  los  Desamparados,  and 
there  they  established  their  hospital  on  the  25th  of 
February.  The  laudable  object  of  the  order — ^the  as- 
sistance and  care  of  the  sick — and  the  zeal  displayed 
by  the  members  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  soon 
gained  the  sympathy  of  the  population,  and  in  1606 
one  of  the  brothers  was  sent  back  to  Spain  to  obtain 
from  the  king  licenses  to  found  new  establishments. 
Almost  simultaneously  requests  for  more  friars  were 
made  and  acceded  to  by  the  prior.  Henceforth  the 
number  of  hospitals  increased  rapidly,  especially  to  ward 
the  north,  and  before  many  years  had  elapsed  the  so- 
ciety possessed  houses  in  most  of  the  principal  towns.® 
All  the  different  hospitals  were  united  as  the  pro- 
vincia  del  Espfritu  Santo,  under  the  jurisdiction  of  a 
commissary-general,  appointed  in  Spain.  In  1636  an 
attempt  was  made  to  establish  a  government  inde- 
pendent of  the  order  in  the  mother  country,  but  the 
effort  failed,  and  ever  afterward  the  society  in  New 
Spain  remained  subject  to  its  control. 

•*  Medina,  Chrdn,  S.  Diego,  11,  followed  by  Vetancurt,  Trot.  Mex,,  «^7, 
gives  Ger6Dimo  de  Seguera  as  the  founder,  and  says  that  the  original  number 
was  16,  but  that  only  four  arrived  in  Mexico. 

^In  1605  they  entered  Colinia,  where  the  hospital  de  la  Concepcion  waa 

S'ven  them;  three  years  later  they  gained  a  fimi  footing  in  Zacatecas  and 
urango.  Durins  the  years  from  1611  to  1623  they  founded  establishments 
at  San  Luis  Potosi,  Guanajuato,  Leon,  Guadalajara,  and  Celaya,  while  their 
introduction  into  Puebla  and  Yucatan  was  delayed  till  about  1630,  and  into 
Oajaca  till  1702.  Santos,  Chronologia,  ii.  446-91.  On  the  same  and  following 
pages  are  also  some  details  about  the  establishment  of  hospitals  in  other 
places. 

Among  the  special  monk-chronicles  of  the  sixteenth  century  a  prominent 
place  must  be  given  to  that  of  the  Franciscan  province  of  San  Diego  de  Mex- 
ico. Chronica  de  la  Santa  Provinciade  San  Diego  de  Mexico  de  Keligionos  Des- 
calzos  de  N.  S.  P.  S.  Franciscan,  Fray  Balthassar  de  Medina.  Mexico,  1682, 
folio.    In  common  with  writings  of  this  class  it  is  mainly  devoted  to  recording 


the  saintly  lives  am 

and  in  separate  ch 

given;  in  part  comp 

documents.    Comp 

superior  in  style  a 

nearly  all  eyents  me 

a  topographical  vie 

Some  space  is  devoi 

in  were  situated  coi 

is  given,  and  also  a 

the  preceding  cent 

prominent  position 

philosophy  for  fift< 

guardian  of  various 

in  the  Philippine  L 

of  his  life  to  liters 

cited,  which  was  th 

character,  the  most 

As  early  as  15i: 

begun,  and  continv 

and  subsequently  t 

that  it  assumed  its 

(U  la  FvTiddcion  y  I 

de  Prediecuiorfs  Poi 

Espafia^  por  el  Mc 

This  author,  bom 

Isabel  de  Padilla,  I 

child,  remarkable  f 

his  intelligence;  at 

at  thirteen  he  waa 

doctor  in  the  univ 

on  one  occasion;  he 

in  a  window;  and 

Bosary,  who  was  tl 

life  to  the  service  o 

pointed  professor 

Subsequently  he  h 

Am,,  MS.,  L  321. 

Mexico,  he  began  t 

was  in  Latin.     Aft 

as  to  require  much 

OuaL,  63,  Davila-I 

then  manuscript  W( 

finished  in  1592.     ' 

Mexico,  and  it  was 

as  procurator-genei 

with  the  same  titk 

exceedingly  lure,  a 


724  RELIGIOUS  ORDERS 

title  chaDged  to  Varia  Histctria  tie  la  Nveva  Espaflay  FUmda^  which  are  cited 
by  NicoUs  Antonio,  Bib.  Hist.  Nova,  iii.  175. 

As  shown  in  the  title  the  work  consists  of  a  series  of  biographies  of  the 
more  prominent  Dominican  friars  who  flourished  in  Mexico  between  1540  and 
1590,  in  connection  with  whose  lives,  which  consist  largely  of  tedious  and 
prolix  descriptions  of  saintly  virtues  and  miracles,  occasional  historical  facts 
are  given,  but  often  without  dates.  The  style,  which  was  not  uncommon 
among  the  religions  writers  of  that  period,  is  rather  that  of  a  sermon  than  of 
a  historical  narrative.  While  in  Spain  Felipe  III.  appointed  him  general 
chronicler  of  the  Indies  and  royal  chaplain,  and  he  was  also  named  general 
chronicler  of  his  order.  In  1599  he  was  made  archbishop  of  Santo  Domingo, 
where  he  died  in  1604.  According  to  Alcedo,  Bib.  j4m.,  i.  321,  he  received  the 
appointment  of  bishop  of  Santo  Domingo,  but  Nicole  Antonio,  Bib,  Hiap, 
Nova^  iii.,  whose  statements  are  to  be  preferred,  says  of  him,  'fervidus  atque 
facundus  ecclesiastes,  insulas  Sancti  Dominici  tandem  creatus  archiepiscopus. ' 
A  manuscript  work  entitled  Higtoria  de  loa  Antigiiedadea  de  loa  Indios  is  also 
attributed  to  Davila-Padilla  by  Alcedo. 

Cyriaci  Morelli^  Fasti  Novi  Orbvs  H  Ordinationum  Apostolicarwn  ad  Indiat 
p&rtinentium  breviarium  cum  Adnotationabus  Venetiis,  1776,  4to,  pp.  viil.  642, 
is  the  paeudonyme  of  a  Spanish  Jesuit  named  Domingo  Muriel,  who  was  a 
professor  of  his  order  at  Tucuman.  He  prepared  his  work  in  Italy,  after  the 
expulsion  of  his  order  from  the  Spanish  dominions.  He  died  at  Faenza  in  1795, 
and  the  book  was  published  by  A.  Zatta.  The  first  part  of  the  volume  is  a  brief 
compendium  in  chronological  order  of  the  chief  events  connected  with  the  his* 
tory  of  the  Spanish  American  colonies  from  the  discovery  of  America  until  1771. 
This  is  valuable  chiefly  because  of  the  author's  correction  of  errors  made  by 
other  writers.  Then  follow  in  chronological  order  the  papal  ordinances  on 
questions  of  ecclesiastical  government  and  the  like,  arising  between  those 
dates.  Most  of  these  ordinances  apply  to  America  in  general,  while  a  few  are 
entirely  local.  Many  of  them  are  accompanied  by  valuable  notes  in  which 
the  author  has  brought  together  all  papal  decrees  and  royal  ordinances  bearing 
upon  the  subject  under  consideration.  He  also  quotes  frequently  and  exten- 
sively from  a  vast  array  of  authors  who  contain  matters  german  to  those 
discussed. 

Disturbios  de  Frailea,  fol.,  2  vols,  the  first  with  525  pages,  and  the  second 
with  4C5  pages,  is  the  title  given  to  a  collection  of  documents,  printed  and  in 
manuscript,  mostly  of  the  latter,  relating  to  the  religious  history  of  America, 
chiefly  New  Spain,  and  embracing  the  period  between  1524  and  1811.  A 
large  portion  of  the  collection  refers  to  the  constant  bickerings  between 
friars  bom  in  Spain  and  friars  bom  in  America  about  the  distribution  of 
offices  in  their  respective  orders,  and  the  measures  upheld  by  some  and 
objected  to  by  others  to  settle  the  question  and  secure  peace  and  harmony. 
Another  large  portion  treats  of  the  differences  between  the  regular  and  secu- 
lar clergy  on  the  subject  of  curacies  of  parishes,  with  a  long  list  of  complaints 
by  Indians  of  Puebla  against  the  bishop  and  his  clergy.  Among  the  most 
important  documents  are  those  relating  to  trials  of  religious  by  the  secular 
judiciary,  and  claims  of  the  ecclesiastical  jurisdiction  in  favor  of  the  accused ; 
one  of  the  cases  being  that  of  i^  friar  who  murdered  his  prelate  in  1789,  sikl 
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the  other  of  three  Augustini&n  friara  for  political  oSeDcea  In  1811.  General 
infornuition  to  given  on  the  FmnciBoan  province  of  the  Santo  Evaugelio  id 
1703,  and  on  two  poriBh  churches  in  17&0.  The  state  of  societj  in  Mexico  ia 
described  in  letters  BOswertng  a  pastoral  letter  of  the  xrchbiahop  in  1803. 

Pi'pdft  FraacUcanoa,  SIS.,  fol.,  in  two  volmoes,  the  first  with  5C8  pp., 
and  the  second  with  342,  is  the  general  title  given  to  a  collection  of  letters, 
orders,  and  other  documents  connected  with  the  church  in  general,  and  the 
Franciscan  order  in  particular,  nearly  all  being  original,  and  furnishing  not 
only  most  important  data  upon  ecclesiastical  htotory  and  affairs  from  the 
earliett  days  of  the  religious  orders  in  Mexico  and  Central  America  down  to  the 
early  part  uf  tJic  nineteenth  century,  but  also  complete  luts  of  the  prelates 
that  ruled  the  Franciscans. 

ProvideaciaiDio'-eeamitde  Mexico  y  Otrat  Si'periorei,  MS.,  4lo,  521  pp.,  is 
•  collection  of  copies  aud  memoiandums  of  decrees  issued  by  the  archbishop  of 
Mexico  to  the  clergy  of  his  archdiocese,  including  other  docaments,  among 
tbcm  some  royal  and  viceregal  orders,  for  the  eighteenth  century,  the  first 
few  years  of  the  nineteenth,  and  a  few  papen  dating  back  to  the  seventeenth 
century.  Kluch  of  the  material  is  important,  throwing  light  not  only  upon 
ecclesiastical  but  also  on  secular  aflairs  of  New  Spain. 

Ai/el'i,  Dffritm  dt  la  Verdad  coitta^rada  d  la  lux  <U  la  JaxlKia  (about 
leS.")),  fol.  3021.  Thckingby  cddulaaof  1678  and  1082  having  empowered 
tUo  bishop  to  enforce  a  surrender  of  certain  curacies  to  the  clergy,  the  Fran- 
ciscans  of  the  Jalisco  provincia  became  alarmed  and  iadignant.  Their  reuion- 
Stranccs  took  the  form  of  a  ponderous  printed  tome  of  argument  upon  the 
respective  rights  of  bishops  and  friars,  the  pages  of  which  are  laden  with 
leamwl  eitracts  from  civil  and  ecclesiastical  law,  and  the  margins  bristling 
with  Latin  citations.  The  author,  Fray  Francisco  de  Ayeta,  was  procurador 
general  of  tlie  order,  and  about  the  same  time  addressed  to  his  Majesty  a, 
memorial  Itepi-esfiilaeion  par  lot  FrtxnrMcano*,  fol.  151.,  on  the  subject  of  the 
privileges  of  friars,  at  tlie  conclusion  of  wliich  he  implores  the  king  to  re- 
lieve his  order  from  the  oppression  to  which  it  was  subjected,  or  grant  that 
the  question  might  be  carried  to  Rome.  Lton,  MuTiinde,  Manval  BrtBf,  y 
Forma  de  oilminuiTar  loa  Santon  Sarromentos  d  lot  ludiot,  Mexico,  1G40,  sm. 
4to,  11.  5i.  A  rare  book,  which  as  its  name  implies  contains  regulations  as 
to  the  mode  of  administering  the  sacraments  to  the  Indians.  Sibaileiieffra, 
Antonio  Joaquin  df,  JUanual  Compendia  deel  Rrgio  PiiCraaaio  Indiana.  Mad- 
rid, 1703,  4to,  11.  22,  pp.  031.  A  praliK  work  on  church  patronage  of  the 
crown,  designed  for  the  assistance  of  governors  and  rulers  in  the  Indies.  It 
contains,  moreover,  some  information  on  the  working  of  the  religious  orders. 
Various  papal  bolls  are  cited,  copies  of  which  in  Latin,  with  Spantoh  trsnsU- 
tious,  are  supplied  at  the  end  of  the  volume.  Bemal  y  Malo,  ii'aiilo  Iiula- 
Ifcio,  Al'-'jato  presentado  en  e!  aSo  df  1793  al  Encino  e  I/tmo  Sr  Ar^injio. 
This  is  a  treatise  in  defence  of  ecclesiasticnt  privilege.  The  occasion  u  Inch 
gave  rise  to  its  production  was  the  murder  of  the  comendador'of  the  Minxil 
order  in  Mexico  by  Fray  Jacinto  Miranda.  The  manuscript  hating  fallen 
into  the  hands  of  A.  V.  y  Moya,  he  hod  it  printed  aud  published  in  Oajaca 
in  1644. 

ligueroa,  Fr  Franf^  AnIP  dt  la  Rota,     Jketrro  C«i.l  SlenoltfgiM  y  crono- 
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Ufgico  de  todoa  Iob  ReligioBos  que. .  .ha  habido  en  ttia  Sta  Prov^  del  Santo 
Ecangelio,  MS.  (copy),  1764,  fol.  33  pages,  in  Pap^  France*  /.,  Ist  ser.  13-51, 
no.  I,  contains  a  great  deal  of  information  on  the  foundation  and  workings  of 
the  Franciscans  in  the  various  provinces  of  Mexico,  Michoacan,  Jalisco,  Zaca- 
tecas,  Yucatan,  Guatemala,  Florida,  and  the  Philippine  Islands  down  to  the 
year  he  wrote.  It  was  evidently  a  much  longer  work,  giving  the  names  of  all 
the  friars  who  served  in  said  provinces,  and  particulars  respecting  them — all 
this  is  missing.  Beaumonty  Friar  Pablo  de  la  Purisima  Concepdon.  Cr6nica 
de  la  Provincia  de  los  Santos  ApdatoUa  SanPadro  y  San  Pablo  de  Michoacan . . . 
Mgx.  1873-4,  12mo,  6  vols.  (pp.  582,  544,  567,  630,  632,  respectively);  foL, 
MS.,  1  vol.,  pp.  1183,  and  8  sheets  of  Indian  paintings. 

The  author  had  been  educated  in  Paris  as  a  physician,  and  afterward  became 
tired  of  the  world  and  joined  the  Franciscan  order.  Having  come  to  Mexico 
he  M'as  assigned  to  Michoacan,  where  he  served ;  but  his  imcertain  health  not 
allowing  of  his  devoting  himself  to  the  more  active  duties  of  a  missionary, 
he  undertook  the  work  of  recording  the  chronicles  of  his  province.  He  had 
intended  to  bring  them  down  to  1640,  and  had  prepared  a  vast  plan,  that  he  was 
not  permitted  to  accomplish,  sickness  and  death  putting  an  end  to  his  labors 
when  he  had  recorded  events  only  to  1565-6,  though  in  some  parts  of  his  narra- 
tive are  mentioned  those  of  a  later  date.  The  work  was  probably  written  in 
tiie  latter  part  of  the  18th  century— the  last  dates  spoken  of  therein  being  of 
1777 — and  breaks  off  with  only  a  few  pages  in  the  third  book.  He  was  not 
satisfied  with  merely  fulfilling  the  pious  duty  (of  itself  a  laborious  one)  of 
chronicling  the  missionary  life  and  services  of  the  Franciscan  and  other  relig- 
ious orders,  as  well  as  of  the  church  in  general,  within  the  region  comprised  in 
the  Franciscan  'custodia*  (as  first  constituted),  and  'provincia'  (as  it  be- 
came in  1566),  of  Michoacan  and  Jalisco,  but  taking  up  history  from  the 
earliest  time  of  the  western  continent,  gave  an  introduction,  called  by  him 
AparatOy  containing  a  narrative  of  events  from  the  discovery  of  America  to 
the  capture  of  the  Aztec  capital  by  Cort^ 

For  the  purpose  of  his  work  he  gathered,  as  he  teUs  us,  a  large  quantity 
of  MSS.  and  authentic  documents,  from  which  and  from  pertinent  printed 
material  (some  30  standard  writers,  with  whom  he  at  times  disagrees)  he  drew 
his  information,  forming  a  collection  of  historical  facts  relating  to  the  interior 
provinces,  as  far  as  New  Mexico,  and  even  to  general  history.  Of  many  of 
the  documents  he  gives  full  copies.  The  last  part  gives  general  remarks  on 
Michoacan,  physically  and  politically  considered,  from  1525  to  1566,  and 
quite  full  information  on  agriculture,  food  of  the  natives,  etc.  The  style  of 
the  work,  like  that  of  most  writings  of  churchmen  of  that  period,  is  too 
prolix,  and  confused  at  times;  the  writer's  judgment  is  often  open  to  doubt, 
and  his  Spanish  somewhat  defective,  which  Beaumont  himself  attributes  to 
his  education  in  Paris;  but  such  drawbacks  must  be  overlooked,  and  the  im- 
portance of  the  material  chiefly  considered.  The  Indian  paintings  at  the  end 
of  the  MS.  copy  give  incidents  of  the  first  visits  of  the  Spaniards  to  Michoa- 
can, their  reception  by  the  Tarascans,  labors  of  Franciscan  priests,  establish- 
ment of  the  episcopal  see,  litigation  anent  the  capital  of  the  province,  and  the 
last  sheet  gives  colored  drawings  of  coats-of-amis  of  the  principal  cities  of 
Michoacan.     My  manuscript  copy  was  taken  from  the  Mexican  archives. 
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Of  the  Aparato  above  alluded  to,  Bustamante  (C.  M. )  published  an  edition, 
Historia  del  DescubrimieTUo  de  la  America  Septentrional  por  Cristdbal  Colony 
escrita  por  R.  P.  Fr.  ^Manuel  de  la  VegOy  of  the  Franciscan  province  of  the 
Santo  Evangelio  de  Mexico,  Mex.,  1826,  4  to,  an  incomplete,  untrue,  and  use- 
less edition.  Vega,  placed  as  the  author,  was  but  the  owner  of  the  MS.  which 
served  Bustamante  as  origiuaL  Beristain  does  not  know  of  the  Crtfnica,  but 
refers  to  the  author  as  a  doctor  and  man  of  the  world  before  he  took  the  habit. 

The  authorities  I  have  consulted  on  church  affairs,  utilizing  facts  perti* 
Dent  to  the  subject,  have  been:  Gonzalez  Ddvila^  Teatro  EclesidsiicOf  and  Tor- 
quema/la^  Monorchia  Indiana^  on  the  history  of  the  older  dioceses  and  the 
religious  orders;  ConcUioa  Promnciales,  1"  y  2*,  and  Concilios  Mexicanos,  iii, 
iv.,  for  the  general  rules  adopted  by  the  several  episcopal  councils  of  Mex< 
ico  for  the  government  of  the  church,  and  for  biographies  of  bishops;  Vetan- 
cur^  Tratado  de  la  Chtdad  de  M^xico^  and  Vetancurt,  Menologio;  Crijalua^ 
Chronica  de  San  Afjutttin;  Medina,  Chrdnica  de  San  Diego;  Michoa^an,  Pro- 
vincia  de  San  Nicold.%  Basalenquey  Historia  de  San  Nicolds;  Morenda,  IJis- 
toria  de  la  Campania  de  Jesus,  and  Alegre,  Historia  de  la  Campania  de  Jesus; 
for  the  chronicles  of  the  religious  orders  to  which  the  authors  respectively  be- 
longed. Humboldt,  EssaA  Politique,  has  furnished  much  valuable  matter  on 
general  history  and  statistics.  Another  contributor,  valued  for  his  well  con- 
sidered opinions  upon  religious  policy  and  history,  is  Lucas  Ataman,  IliS' 
toria  de  M^jico,  and  Diaertacianes,  Other  writers  of  more  modem  date,  and 
entitled  to  more  or  less  credit  for  arriving  at  the  view  taken  by  them  of  eccle- 
siastical policy  and  conduct  from  both  the  Spanish  and  Mexican  standpoint, 
have  been  duly  considered.  Among  these  the  chief  one  is  Francisco  Sosa,  Epis- 
copado  Mexicano,  who  gives  biographies  of  the  archbishops  of  Mexico  from 
the  earliest  colonial  time  to  the  latest  days;  out  of  this  work  I  have  obtained 
a  great  deal  of  information  on  the  rule  of  each  archbishop,  and  consequently 
on  the  relations  of  church  and  state,  thus  at  the  same  time  furnishing  much 
interesting  matter  of  a  secular  nature.  As  the  reader  will  perceive,  a  very 
long  list  of  writers  has  been  carefully  read,  and  some  important  item  culled 
out  of  each.  But  among  the  sources  that  have  afforded  me  useful  and  incon- 
trovertible data,  and  to  which  I  must  give  a  prominent  place,  have  been  the 
several  collections  of  papal  briefs  or  balls,  and  royal  c^ulas  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  church,  that  I  possess;  some  of  them  being  in  print,  such  as  Morelli, 
Fasti  Novi  Orbi,  liecopilacion  de  Indias,  Beleila,  Becopilacion,  Montemai/or, 
Svmarios,  and  Zamora,  Bihliottca  de  Legislacion  UUramarina,  and  a  large 
number  in  manuscript;  the  reports  of  several  viceroys  to  their  immediate 
successors,  and  edicts  of  the  court  of  the  inquisition  issued  with  the  view 
of  checking  immoral  practices  of  the  clergy,  and  generally  for  the  promo- 
tion of  public  morals.  Some  of  the  original  manu^ripts  throw  light  upon 
the  mode  of  procedure  of  that  dread  tribunal.  Other  important  sources  have 
been  also  the  Gacetas  de  Mexico,  from  1784  to  1805,  and  several  preceding  and 
succeeding  numbers.  The  manuscripts  alluded  to  are:  Papeles  Franciscanos, 
Figueroa,  Vindicias  de  la  Verdad,  Providencias  Diocesanas,  and  Disturbios  de 
Frailes,  which  are  filled  with  ecclesiastical  matter,  particularly  laws  and  de- 
crees; Ordenesde  la  Corona,  Rescriptos  Reales,  Disposiciones  Varias,  Cedidario, 
Recdes  C^dtdas,  Providencias  Reales,  Varias  Anotojdones  de  lae  Leyes,  and  other 
collections,  the  names  of  all  of  which  indicate  their  contents. 
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For  broader  references  the  reader  may  consult  the  following :  Ordenes  dt 
la  Corona,  MS.,  i.  31  et  seq.;  ii.,  passim;  iii.  81,  134,  169-73;  iv.  21  et  seq.; 
V.  1-7,  31-85,  100,  106-9,  121-7;  vi.  65,  117-30,  143-6;  vii  11,  passim;  JJd- 
Vila,  Continuacumf  MS.,  193  et  seq.;  Itgueroa,  Vindickuif  MS.,  1-80,  114-25, 
129-38,  148;  Disturhioa  de  Frailes,  MS.,  i.,  passim;  ii  1-5,  37,  129-227, 
242-5,  331-40;  Papdes  Franciscanos,  MS.,  i.  13,  64,  80,  222-46,  375,  378, 
414,  473,  564;  u.  67-72,  154,  178-200,  253-67,312-13;  Azanza,Yn£truc.,US., 
95-103;  Providencias  Penlea,  MS.,  52  et  seq.;  Sierra,  Dictdmen,  MS.,  351- 
501;  Reales  d^dulas,  MS.,  i.  27-35,  73-«3,  90-2,  192-6,  200-13;  ii.  53-4, 
116-18,  124-58,  239-41;  Provincia  de  S.  Diego,  MS.,  148-67;  Papeles  de 
Jemiitas,  MS.,  1-31;  Pinart,  Col.  Doc.  Misiones,  passim  ;  Id.,  Doc,  Son.,  MS., 
i.  6-14;  Id.,  Doc.  Chili.,  MS.,  L  6-7;  Veitia  lAnoije,  Cuatro  Imageries,  MS., 
passim;  Proceao  aobre  Jieligiosos,  MS.,  passim;  Enriquez,  Proceso  y  Cauaa 
Criminal,  MS.,  passim;  Mex.,  Providencta^  Diocesanas,  MS.,  passim;  Dur., 
Doc,  Hist.,  MS.,  51-9;  Ximenez,  Inquiaidor  fiscal  contra,  MS.,  passim; 
Fund.  Prov,  Santiago,  MS.,  7;  Sigiienza  y  Odngora,  Carta  al  Almirante, 
MS.,  10-15;  Id.,  Olortas  de  Quer.,  11-37;  Id.,  Parayso  Occid.,  39,  i>assim; 
Nueva  EspaHa,  Breve  Res,,  MS.,  t  141;  Rescriptos  ReaJes  Ecles.,  MS., 
8,  passim;  Bernal  y  Malo,  D^ensa  Prov,  Merced.,  MS.,  passim;  MorJL, 
Cot.  Doc.,  MS.,  26-33;  Tamayo^  Al  Regente  Romd,  MS.,  passmi;  Lobo,  Rela- 
don,  MS.,  1;  Monumentos  Domin,  Esp.,  MS.,  19  et  seq.;  Oalvez,  In/orme  del 
Visitador,  MS.,  64-81;  Grambila^  TumuUos,  MS.,  1;  Coloquio  entre  Sophronico 
y  Leonido,  MS.,  passim;  ConcUio  Prov.,  MS.,  iv.  200;  Vireyes  de  Mex.,  In- 
struc,  MS.,  3,  12;  Recop.  de  Indias,  i.,  passim;  Cedulario,  MS.,  i.  49-77;  iii. 
63,  passim;  Doc,  Ecles.  Mex.,  MS.,  i.  1,  6,  8;  ii.  1-3;  iii.  1-3;  iv.  2-5;  v. 
1-3;  Reales  Ordenes,  i.  447-9;  v.  167-72,  244-59;  vi.  65-8;  Branc\forU,  In- 
struc,  MS.,  44-6;  Col,  Doc.  In^d.,  xxi.  469-85,  512-18;  Oomez,  Diario^ 
20,  passim;  Robles,  Diario,  L-ii,,  pasHim;  Rivera,  Diario,  11  et  seq.;  Doc. 
Hint.  Mex.,  serie  ii.  tom.  i.  7-100;  iv.,  passim;  Colon,  Juzgados  Militares, 
i,  224-43;  Diezmos  de  Indias,  nos.  iv.  vi.  x.-xiv.;  Consiitucion  I\el  y  Lit- 
eral, passim;  Breve  Apostolico,  passim;  Fabian,  Col,  Providencias,  passim; 
Zavaleta,  Carta,  passim;  RevUla  Oigedo,  Instruc,  MS.,  i.,  passim;  Id,, 
Bandos,  2,  4-14,  54,  60,  81-2;  Ar6valo,  Actas  Ayunt.  Guat,,  128-9;  Mon- 
temayor,  Svmarios,  3-56;  Cedulario  Nuevo,  i.  390;  Nnevo  Mex,,  Ctdulas, 
MS..  301-2;  Guijo,  Diario,  i.  4,  passim;  Dvtposicioftes  Varies,  i.  78;  iii  152; 
V.  13,  533;  vi.,  passim;  Leyes,  V arias  Anotaciones,  4,  passim;  Guat,,  Col. 
Cddulas  Reales,  passim;  6^-202;  BelcTia,  Recop.,  i.  212-17,  291,  336-40;  ii. 
387-8;  Pacheco  and  Cdrdenas,  Col,  Doc,  vi.  324;  xvii.  290-1;  Gonzalez  Dd- 
Vila,  Tkeatro  Ecles.,  i.,  passim;  ii.  15-16,  33-43,  64;  Arlegui,  Prov,  Zac, 
49,  passim;  Puga,  Cedulai-io,  27,  78,  112,  210;  Calle,  Mem.  y  Not.,  45,  pas- 
sim; Vetanevrt,  Chron,  Sto,  Evang.,  24-135;  Id.,  Menologio,  11,  passim; 
Id,,  Trot,  Ciudad  Mex.,  26-53;  Alegre,  Hist,  Comp,,  i,  201-3;  ii.  15,  pas- 
sim; iii.  8,  passim;  Salguero,  Vida,  passim;  Medina,  Chron.  S,  Diego,  11, 
passim;  Id.,  Vida  Rodriguez,  passim;  Castro,  Diario,  6  et  seq.;  EsjAnosct, 
Chron.  Apost.,  12,  passim;  Mordli,  Fast.  Nov,  Orb,,  151,  passim;  Juar- 
ros,  Guat.,  i.  324,  360;  Id.,  Compendia,  288-98,  S22-6,  359;  Santos,  Chro- 
nologia  Hospital  aria,  433-98;  Mota  Padilla,  Conq,  N,  Galicia,  178,  184,  346, 
509;  Villat/ulierre,  Hist,  Conq.  Itza,  186-7;  Remesal,  Hist.  Chyapa,  302-15, 
473-4,  693-9,  704-8;  Torquemada,  i,  337;  iii.  337-82;  VUla-Seilor  y  San- 
chez, Tht'atro,  i.  28-53,  241-58;  u.  28,  205,  passim;  Mendieta,  Hist,  Ecles,, 
546;  Robles,  Vida  Cuevas,  122-34,  304-5;  Gage's  Voyage,  il  67-50;  Iglesias  y 
Conventas  de  Mex.,  65-8,  245-61,  316-20;  iglesia  Catedral,  Reglas  y  Orde- 
nanzas,  passim ;  Iglesias  San  Miguel,  Relacion  Sencilla,  passim ;  Gonzalez,  N. 
Leon,  15,  98-107,  122.  152,  373-7:  Tumult os  de  Mex.,  MS.,  2-7;  Fernandez, 
Hist.  Ecles.,  134-0;  Fernando  VII.,  Decreto^,  86-90;  Cavo,  Tres  Siglos,  ii. 
1 12-l.S;  iii.  1-5,  29-30;  iv.  175-9;  Alcedo,  Dice,  i.  108, 493;  ii  245-6;  iii  141; 
Arricirita,  Crdn,  Serajica,  passim;  Cabrera,  Escudo  Armas,  97-106,  170-1; 
Vampillo,  Nuevo  Sistema,  43-51;  Zufiiga  y  0.,  Calendario,  34-79;  Ladroa 
de  Guevara,  Manifesto,  14,  passim;  Navarrete,  TraJt.  Hist.,  295-6;  Id., 
Rd.  Ptrcgrina,  ii.  14,  passim;  iii.  3,  passim;  Prov,  Mich,,  111-215;  Beau- 
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184^,  61-4;  Id,, . 
Ar^valo,  Com'ptii 
iv.  1-6;  Ilumbol 
Eatad,,  MS.,  41; 
157-9,  255-7,  45 
Ane  y  Porteria, 
Muiones,  367-90; 
357;  McLs^resy  /// 
BaUidOf  Faxhrd 
Informf,  1-4;  Ni 
43;  Mich.,  Ohisy. 
nUia,  Real  Hoc. 
385-422;  Mora, 
SueUos,  i.  1,  et  sc 
Alaman,  Hist,  - 
221-2;  iii.  302-3( 
85-8;  Rivera,  Gol 
Santuario  de  San 
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1-6;  Id.,Juridica 
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MS.,  passim;  Eg 
Vida  de  Lazcano 
Ckrdn,  de  San  A 
Periginacion,  paf 
girico,  passim;  O. 
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Sales,  El  Sacerd 
2^ot.  Mich.,  passi 
Ync,  ii.  193-4;  j 
La^unza,  Diicurs 
313;  Rivera,  His 
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del  Ven,,  27-119 
Oomez,  Vida  Ma 
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Velasco,  Manifies 
Congreg.,  passim 
Perez  de  Barcia, 
Carlos  III,,  ii.  4! 
de  las  Mercedes, 
co/radia  del  Arci 
Molina,  passim ; 
Escudero,  Not.  I 
acan,  Prov,  S.  j 
tratamiento  de  h 
MS.,  4-23;  Kt/a 
passim;  Sigala, 
Torrubia,  Examt 
Id.,  Direct orio,  \ 
Boletin,  ii.  6,  8, 
49,  140,  151,  167; 
iii.  21;  iv.  153-6^ 
291,  308,  352,  40J 
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u.  386-92;  iii  6,  21-4;  iv.  ID,  263;  vL  161-2;  vu.  228;  Mwieo  Mex.,  i.  8,  50, 
133,  337,  passim ;  ii.  366-7, 409-14;  ui.  80-2, 101-5;  iv.  93-4. 260, 430-4;  Regit- 
tro,  YuccUeco,  i.  158-9,  228-30;  u.  81-108,  331-43;  Pap,  Var.,  L  6;  v.  14-35; 
ix.  9-37;  xli.  32-3;  cxxi  45-66;  cxlix.  14-20;  clxiv.  passim;  clxxxiii.,  passim; 
Harper's  Mag,,  xlix.  179-80;  JSiUa'  Reg,,  xxiu.  156;  WanVs  Mex„  L  331-5; 
Mayer's  Mex.  AzUe,  L  202;  Id,,  MSS,,  1-4,  65-61;  £stalla,  xxvi.  261-83, 
326-8;  xxviL  9-10,  47-8,  110-11,  191-5,  233-71;  De  SmeVs  Western  Missions, 
240-2;  D'Avity,  Descrip,  Gen,  Am.,  ii.  23-4,  80-1;  Domenech,  Hist,  Mex,, 
i.  269-82;  Doyle's  Hist,  Pious  Fund,  7,  8;  Ahrens' Mex,,  33-44;  Abbot's  Mex,, 
98-100;  America,  Pict.  Hist,,  125-8;  Strieker's  Bibliothek,  49-50;  Touron^ 
Hist,  Otn,  Am,,  iv.  348-52;  viL  60-72,  229,  292-386;  viu.  240-69;  America, 
DeJicrip,,  MS.,  116-18;  OgHby^s  Amer,,  226,  245-6;  PiukerUm's  Mod,  Qeog,, 
iii.  158;  Ponee  de  Leon,  Abeja  Mich,,  1-147;  La  Cruz,  iii.  303,  passim;  iv. 
184-7;  V.  400,  657-69;  vi.  137-8;  vii.  689-722;  Bustamante,Voz  de  la  Patria, 
v.  6-25,  75-81;  Id,,  Elogio  liisL,  passim;  Mexico,  Visturbios,  MS.,  i.  1-15; 
Diario  Mex.,  i.  48,  269-72;  u.  142,  passim;  vi.  94.  187-95,  366-8;  vii.  233-4; 
viii.  27  et  seq.;  ix.  115,  177,  271-5;  x.  330,  571-2;  xi.  67-8,  207-9.  351-78, 
565;  I^ejes,  Hist,  Breve  Cong.,  162,  272;  Bemal  Diaz,  Hist,  Verdatl,  166-7; 
Qudpo,  Col,  de  Doc.,  1-65;  Ribas,  Hist,  delos  Triumphos,  447-51;  Clavtgero, 
Storia  delta  Cal,,  ii.  169-70;  Mexico,  De/ensa  Juridica,  passim;  YttcL,  Dia 
Pestivo  Propio,  passim ;  Libro  de  las  ConMkuciones  de  V.  Orden,  passim ;  Mon- 
taJla^  El  Coraxou  de  leu  Rosas,  passim ;  Sanchez,  Villa  Pueb,  Sagrad^f  150-1. 
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1600-1300. 
GiroLDTiOH  OF  A  RACE— Ttpical  CoABACTEBisncs — Statistics  or  Popdla- 

TIOK — PROPOBTION  Ain>  DlSTBIBCnON'  OF  RACES — CaUBBS  FOB  DeCBEABB 

or  Abobioihes — Cbeole  vebsus  Sfaniard— Jealousies  and  Iupoli- 
Tio  Mbasobes — DraioBATioH  akd  Charactiib  of  Ariuvals — Status 

OF     FOBEIOHEBS — INDIAN    PoUCT    AND     ITS    EfFEITT — RaCE    StIOMA — 

NEaito  S LA VEBT— Condition  of  the  Mixed  Bbeeds — Beooabs  and 
Nobles— N'atubb  and  Extent  of  Diseases — Matlazaeuatl,  Suall- 
POX,  V6mito  Peieto,  and  Famines — Doctbbs  and  Treatment — 
Hospitals  ano  Astltius — Mournino  and  Cemetbbibs — Meat  and 
Drink— ScMPTUAKi  Laws— National  Dbess — Lovb  of  Displat — 
Falsk  Gloss — Women,  Mobals,  and  Mareiaoe^The  Home— Hou- 

DAV      CeLEBBATION — Co  ACHES      AND      RiDEBS — BaEBABIO     SpOBT — QaH- 

SUNO— Tbb  Dbaua— Social  Rednioks. 

Spanish  Americans  present  the  distinct  features  of 
■what  may  be  essentially  classed  as  a  new  race,  sprung 
from  the  union  of  the  proudest  of  European  peoples, 
and  the  most  advanced  of  Americans;  the  former  it- 
self an  anomalous  mixture,  wherein  lay  blended  the 
physical  and  mental  characteristics  of  half  a  dozen 
nations,  from  sturdy  Goth  to  lithe  and  fiery  Arab;^ 
the  other  possibly  autochthonic,  and  evolved  amidst 
the  rise  and  fall  of  mighty  empires,  whose  records  are 
entombed  in  the  most  imposing  monuments  of  the 
continent.*  While  the  latter  may  be  divided  into  two 
great  branches,  the  Maya  and  Nahua,  originally 
cradled  perhaps  within  the  region  drained  by  the 

'  See  introduction  to  Hiat.  Cent.  Am.,  L  this  series,  for  the  evolution  and 
diAracterialicS  of  Spaiii&rdB. 

■Humboldt,  who  favore  on  ABiatic  origin  for  the  Americana,  sees  in  this 
nieetiii){  with  tlie  Spaniard  a  reunion  of  two  branches  that  once  parted  on  the 
plains  of  Aflia  in  opposite  directions.  Essai  Pol,,  i.  134-5.  The  different 
tbeoriea  ou  origin  are  discussed  in  Native  liaui,  v.  chapter  i.  tbia  series. 
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Usumacinta,  yet  they  consist  of  a  large  number  of 
nations,  distinct  in  language,  and  differing  greatly  in 
culture,  such  as  the  Otomls,  Zapotecs,  Tarascos,  and  the 
representative  Aztecs,  forming  a  greater  variety  even 
than  that  which  could  be  distinguished  on  the  Iberian 
peninsula  at  the  opening  of  the  conquest.     There  was, 
therefore,  no  homogeneity  of  race  which  might  pre- 
vent intermingling,  while  the  geographic  features  of 
the  country  with  its  profound  influence  on  race  devel- 
opment presented  similarities  to  the  new-comers  that 
brought  involuntarily  to  their  lips  the  name  New 
Spain,  by  which  term  it  was  thereafter  for  a  time 
known.     Although  the  name  was  first  pronounced 
upon  the  seaboard,  these  resemblances  existed  more 
particularly  on  the  high  table  land  where  a  temperate 
clime  had  lured  to  settlement  and  culture  most  of  the 
nations  referred  to.    Here  flourished  the  cereals  and 
fruits  of  Spain,  wheat  and  barley  by  the  side  of  maize 
and  maguey,  while  the  slopes  of  lofty  ranges,  under 
snow-crowned  peaks,  stood  clad  in  rugged  firs.    In 
the  sheltered  valley  grew  the  sugar-cane  and  indigo, 
and  on  either  side  of  the  plateau  a  fringe  of  heated 
coast  line  revelled  in  all  the  luxuriance  of  tropic  nature. 
But  this  line  was  comparatively  narrow,  and  so  scantily 
occupied  as  to  have  little  influence  on  Mexican  devel- 
opment.   A  strange  commingling  truly  of  peoples  and 
of  climates  to  form  a  new  race,  with  characteristics 
now  modified,  now  intensified,  the  inheritor  of  past 
glories,  the  guardian  of  a  transplanted  culture.    Even 
two  of  the  earth  s  great  divisions  did  not  sufiSice  to 
create  it,  for  during  early  stages  already  a  third  ele- 
ment was  infused  by  negroes  from  the  dark  continent, 
with  a  slight  sprinkling  from  the  fourth  part  of  the 
world  by  Chinese  and  Malays.    The  latter  have  never 
been  counted  as  an  element  however,  and  the  recog- 
nized mixed  breeds  are  mestizos,  mulattoes,  and  zambos, 
or  Indian  zambos,^  with  their  degrees  of  admixture. 

'  The  temi  for  the  offspring  of  negroes  and  Indians  varies  in  different 
countries,  and  even  the  lexicographers  are  at  a  loss.    They  have  been  called 
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Of  the  three  original  races  the  Indian,  which  may 
be  regarded  as  the  mother,  presents  a  less  favorable 
appearance  by  the  side  of  the  symmetrical  and  bright- 
eyed  Spaniard  and  the  tall  and  muscular  negro. 
While  different  provinces  exhibit  marked  variations 
in  stature,  build,  and  comeliness,  the  general  verdict 
must  be  that  the  aborigine  is  neither  handsome  nor 
graceful;  nor  has  he  the  strength  and  adaptability  of 
the  others.  The  long  black  hair  is  thick  and  glossy, 
but  the  beard  is  so  scant  as  to  render  more  marked 
the  uniformity  of  type  in  the  black  elongated  eyes  set 
widely  apart,  the  oval  face,  with  its  narrow  forehead, 
the  prominent  cheek-bones,  and  the  large  lips.  The 
complexion  varies  from  olive  to  brown  and  copper 
color,  in  certain  districts  with  a  yellowish  or  bluish 
tinge,  and  inclining  to  black  in  the  torrid  region.*  The 
mestizo  throws  off  many  of  these  attributes,  and  may 
be  classed  as  more  intelligent  and  handsome,  with  fine 
eyes  and  hair,  but  he  is  generally  small  of  stature,  in- 
clined to  corpulency,  and  lacks  energy  and  strength.* 
The  mulattoes  inherit  the  vivacity  of  their  dark  sires, 
and  unite  with  it  greater  industry.  The  zambos  are 
ugly,  fiery,  and  turbulent.  Indeed,  gentleness  and 
beauty  increase  with  the  proportion  of  white  admix- 
ture.^ 

Whatever  may  be  the  case  with  mulatto  castes  the 
intermarriage  of  mestizos  certainly  does  not  tend 
toward  sterility.  Under  favorable  skies  like  those  of 
California  their  fecundity  has  been  surprising,^  and  in 

zambos  in  decrees  within  New  Spain,  and  especially  Caracas;  yet  at  Mexico, 
Habana,  and  Lima,  chino  was  a  common  appellation,  and  in  the  Ixitter  place  also 
Cb  ino-cholo.  Zambo  by  itself  more  genenuly  denotes  three  fourths  of  olack  ad- 
mixture, and  zambo  prieto  seven  eighths.  A  deepening  of  color  is  termed 
scUto  atraSf  *  back-leap,'  and  a  heightening  by  greater  mingling  with  white, 
tente  en  el  aire,  *  holding  one's  self  in  the  air.'  The  Asiatic  mixture  was  brought 
by  the  Philippine  fleeto. 

^The  Indian  type  is  fully  considered  in  Native  Races,  i.-iL,  and  the 
Spanish  in  Hist.  Cevt,  Am.,  i.  introd.,  this  series. 

^  The  hands  and  feet  are  usually  praised  and  the  teeth  condemned. 

*The  odor  of  the  different  races  can  be  distinguished  also  in  the  castes; 
and  for  the  different  effluvia  the  Peruvians  have  distinct  names.  Ilumboldl, 
Ssaai  Pol. ,  i.  136. 

^  Navarro  applies  this  in  general  to  half-castes;  *  1&  fecundidad  notoria  de 
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Other  parts  the  birth  rate  varies  according  to  climate 
and  soil.  Deformity  is  very  rare,  particularly  among 
Indians.®  .A.ge  falls  lightly  upon  the  latter,  with  few 
instances  of>grey  hair,  and  quite  a  number  of  centena- 
rians are  61aimed,  although  the  proportion  of  persons 
over  fifty  years  of  age  appears  larger  among  the  white 
race,  with  their  later  puberty  and  better  mode  of  liv- 
ing.^ 

Orders  were  repeatedly  issued  from  Spain  to  form 
statistics  of  population  and  resources,  and  viceroys 
and  civil  and  ecclesiastic  oflBcials  responded  with  more 
or  less  elaborate  reports,^®  but  the  first  worthj'^  to  be 
called  a  census  was  that  taken  in  1793-4  by  order 
of  Viceroy  Revilla  Gigedo.  Incomplete  as  even  this 
proved,  one  sixth  of  the  population  being  merely 
estimated,  it  has  nevertheless  been  accepted  in  most 
respects  as  a  base.  The  total  here  presented  is  4,483,- 
000/^  including  the  Californias,  New  Mexico,  and 
Texas;  but  the  pertinent  objection  has  been  raised 
that  this  figure  was  considerably  below  the  actual 
number,  owing  to  the  general  efibrt  of  the  people  to 
avoid  registration,  from  economic  and  superstitious 
ideas."    Humboldt  accordingly  added  ten  per  cent  to 

las  castas.'  Mem.^  in  8oc.  Mex.  Oeog,,  BotetiHf  U.  83.  Instances  of  fecundity 
are  to  be  found  in  Onceta  Mex.,  i.  35 etc 

^  Certain  afflictions  like  goitre  do  not  affect  Indians  and  rarely  mestizos. 
Giants  and  dwarfs  are  uncommon  although  such  giants  as  Salmeron  and 
more  than  ofie  dwarf  have  come  from  this  country.  In  Diario,  Mex.,  xi. 
128,  a  pigmy  is  spoken  of  as  less  than  three  fourths  of  a  vara  in  height. 

•  Yet  the  exemption  from  wrinkles  observed  by  Humboldt  does  not  appear 
to  be  sustained.  Instances  of  longevity  are  given  in  Panes,  Vireyes,  MS.,  136; 
Oaceta  Mex,,  L  291,  379-80,  397,  403-4,  x.  etc.;  IHario,  Mex„  iiL  128,  159, 
vi.  11-12  etc.;  Viagero  Uiuv.,  xxvi.  343.  One  working-man  of  135  left  400 
descendants;  another  had  sons  varying  from  8  to  120  years  of  age.  The  aver- 
age claimed  for  the  centenarians  is  116-120. 

^^  Besides  a  number  of  statements  on  special  departments  or  subjects  a 
record  exists  of  19  formal  renorts  made  by  order  of  the  government  between 
1585  and  1787;  for  a  compiled  list  thereof,  with  names  of  the  framers,  aeeSoc, 
Mex.  Oeog.y  Boletin,  i.  10.  A  specimen  of  the  orders  to  this  effect  and  a 
district  report  may  be  seen  in  Tamaron,  Vieita  Dur.,  MS.,  i.  et  seq. 

"  Different  copies  vary  slightly. 

i^In  evidence  of  this  it  was  pointed  out  that  while  Mexico  City  in  1793 
received  112,926  inhabitants,  this  figure  rose  to  168,846  in  1811,  although  it 
fell  greatly  during  the  following  two  years.  This  variation  must  be  attributed 
greatly  to  the  war,  which  at  tunes  drove  fugitives  in  large  numbers  to  the 
capital  A  better  test  for  the  deficiency  was  the  birth-rate,  which  raised  the 
estimate  for  the  city  to  more  than  130,000,  instead  of  1 12,926. 
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figures  than  those  of  Revilla  Gigedo.  Where  this 
was  not  possible  he  added  twenty  per  cent  to  the 
returns  of  1793  for  deficiency,  and  twenty-five  more 
for  the  increase  during  the  seventeen  years,  obtaining 
a  total  of  6,122,354.^*  The  proportion  of  races  gives 
the  Indians  sixty  hundredths,  the  castes  twenty -two, 
and  the  whites  eighteen.^*  Of  the  last  he  assumes 
only  fifteen  thousand  to  have  been  European  Span- 
iards,^® while  raising  the  proportion  of  castes  with 
negro  blood  to  nearly  half  a  million.  Large  as  this 
number  appears,  it  is  certain  that  both  economic  mo- 
tives among  slave-holders,  and  natural  predilection 
among  aboriginal  women  favored  the  diffusion  of  Afri- 
can blood.  Navarro  agrees  with  Humboldt  that  the 
slaves  could  not  exceed  ten  thousand,  the  pure  blacks 
forming  two  thirds  of  this  number.*^ 

Even  without  the  impulse  given  by  republican  prin- 
ciples in  modern  times  for  the  amalgamation  of  races,  it 
is  evident  that  the  castes  strictly  speaking  must  gain 
in  number  by  encroaching  on  the  other  classes,  even  if 
these  were  to  show  a  constant  increase*^ — an  increase 
which  becomes  somewhat  fictitious  when  we  consider 

^*  While  several  points  in  the  table  on  pace  737  are  subject  to  criticism,  the 
area  for  instance  being  in  some  c^ses  ob\'iousTy  inexact,  yet  these  defects  affect 
the  value  of  the  paper  so  little  as  not  to  render  changes  and  attempts  at  better 
estimates  advisaole  at  this  stage  of  the  history.  Indeed,  the  figures  tend  in 
this  form  to  better  represent  the  official  views  at  the  close  of  the  colonial 
period.  In  a  later  volume  the  population  topic  will  demand  and  necessarily 
receive  a  more  critical  treatment. 

^^  Humboldt  raised  the  whites  slightly  to  one  fifth  and  lowered  the  Indiana 
to  about  two  fifths,  leaving  a  large  remainder  to  castes.  Navarro  has  the 
tribute  lists  to  prove  the  greater  correctness  of  his  Indian  figures,  those  of 
1807  8ho\\nng  2,925,179  aborigines. 

^^  Humboldt  estimated  their  number  in  1803  at  about  70,000,  but  this 
appears  to  have  been  based  on  their  proportion  at  the  capital,  where  they 
were  gathered  in  large  force  as  the  leaaing  holders  of  offices  and  commercial 
positions.  Navarro's  figure  certainly  is  very  low,  but  he  had  access  to 
migration  statistics,  and  such  a  careful  student  as  Alaman  corrects  his  own 
larger  estimates  by  this.  The  government  gave  no  special  encouragement  to 
emigration. 

^The  negroes  and  negro  mixtures  rest  on  rather  va^e  estimates,  for  those 
recognized  as  of  this  class  were  included  among  Indians  as  tributories,  and 
those  not  so  recognized  merged  into  other  classes.  The  estimate  for  white 
people  is  also  somewhat  misleading,  since  amid  the  general  efibrt  to  approach 
the  superior  race  a  number  of  persons  with  imperceptible  Indian  or  negro  ad- 
mixture declared  themselves  ^hite,  many  indeed  obtaining  legal  permissioii 
to  do  so. 
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the  large  number  of  castes  that  by  intermarriage  seem 
to  return  gradually  to  the  mother  race.  We  find  no 
such  withering  influence  on  the  aboriginal  population 
as  in  the  north,  and  this  must  be  due  partly  to  the 
similarity' between  them  and  the  invaders  in  their 
settled  condition,  which  demanded  no  radical  change 
for  adaptation.  While  making  few  efforts  to  increase 
the  population  with  emigrants,  the  government  cer- 
tainly did  all  to  foster  a  natural  growth  by  promoting 
early'  jnarriages,  by  introducing  seeds  and  live-stock, 
and  by  other  measures.  Following"  in  the  wake  of 
Las  Casas  early  foreign  writers  have  indulged  in  lam- 
entations over  the  havoc  inflicted  by  the  conquerors 
and  later  by  encomenderos,  notably  in  working  tho 
natives  to  death  in  the  mines.  The  disturbances  ever 
accompanying  war  could  not  have  failed  in  effect,  as 
shown  at  the  fall  of  Mexico,  and  the  mines  entombetl- 
vast  numbers,  less,  how^ever,  by  overtaxing  strength, 
than  by  the  effect  of  climatic  changes  on  persons  sud- 
denly transferred  from  a  warm  district  to  cold  and 
rugged  mountain  regions.  To  this  was  added  the 
change  from  quiet  plantation  life  to  rough  mining  toil. 
Nevertheless  the  losses  by  these  means  were  comjxira- 
tively  small,  and  the  groat  ravages  that  took  place 
must  be  ascribed  almost  wholly  to  the  diseases  follow- 
ing the  new  civilization,  such  as  small-pos,  measles, 
and  probably  syphilis.'* 

Endemics  and  famines  also  ruled  periodically,  and 
different  districts  had  their  special  afflictions.  The 
former,  however,  had  less  effect,  since  the  people  either 
became  inured  to  or  avoided  the  pestiferous  regions. 
There  remains  no  doubt  that  their  total  ha.s  fallen 
greatly  from  what  it  was  in  the  time  of  Montezuma, 
when  Tezcuco,  Cholula,  and  a  number  of  other  cities 

"Los  Caeaa'  ciaggerated  attacki  od  his  coTiDtrrmeii  for  cruelty  hare 
already  been  cxposuil,  and  1  bare  aba  alluded  to  De  I'auw'ii  vicwa  in  liia 
Bfclifrchfs.  Itnynal  lowers  the  estimate  of  losses  sufTercil  by  the  In<liaus,  bat 
places  too  much  stresB  on  tlie  efTect  of  mines.  Zamacois  iu  scekina  to  prove 
tliiit  they  increased  under  Spaniali  rule  finds  tio  difficulty  in  ilciSing  witb 
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now  decayed  figured  as  populoua  centres,  for  which 
the  Spaniards  erected  but  sparse  equivalents.  Mexico 
appears  from  monumental  and  documentary  evidence 
to  have  been  more  extensive  and  populoua,  and  in 
Tlascala  a  census  was  taken  by  Cortes  which  showed 
that  there  were  several  times  more  occupants  than 
toward  the  close  of  the  colonial  period.'*  Franciscan 
missionaries  alone  claimed  to  have  baptized  6,000,000 
natives  between  1524  and  1540,  and  Dominicans  and 
Augustinians  worked  hard  to  swell  the  number,  yet 
immense  fields  remained  untrodden.  These  claims 
cannot  of  course  be  relied  upon,  nor  the  estimates  of 
deaths  from  small-pox  and  other  ravages.  In  1576 
about  2,000,000  are  said  to  have  been  swept  away 
in  the  central  provinces  alone,  and  at  other  times 
whole  districts  to  have  been  almost  depopulated.** 

We  find  the  population  distributed  in  a  somewhat 
different  manner  from  that  of  South  America  and  the 
United  States,  not  along  the  coasts,  which  are  here 
low-lying  and  malarious,  but  mainly  on  the  interior 
plateau,  where  culture  and  wealth  had  ever  centred, 
notably  along  a  narrow  strip  embracing  Pucbla  and 
Mexico,  and  two  other  towns  of  from  35,000  to 
130,000  inhabitants,  and  only  one  or  two  days' journey 
apart,  while  elsewhere  great  stretches  of  fine  country 
lie  almost  uninhabited,  With  the  influx  of  negroes 
the  coast  line  received  in  time  an  increase  of  occu- 
pants, on  whom  the  fevers  had  little  effect,  and  with 
their  aid  thriving  plantations  of  sugar-cane  and  other 
produce  drew  riches  from  a  hitherto  neglected  soil. 
Tlie  Indians  maintained  their  preponderance  at  the 
rate  of  three  fourths  to  seven  eighths   in    Puebla, 

"  Aa  indicated  in  TlUt.  Mrx.,  i.,  this  aoripa.  It  is  tree  tliat  miiny  Tlascal- 
teci  wore  sent  away  to  colonize  otbur  proiinccs,  but  tliis  coultl  not  have 
affected  the  tot&l  very  seriouBly.  An  eetimate  for  1720  reduces  the  ludiani 
greutly.  JJoc.  Hist.  Mfx.,  a><rie  ii.  torn.  iv.  .■Hl-2. 

"'  At  referrcul  to  in  this  and  the  proceding  volume.  Clavigero  indnl'iea  in 
qnito  a  dissertation  on  this  topic,  chiefly  ns  o  reply  to  DcPaiiw.  Sfori",  Ati-xg., 
iv.  271-S7.  It  is  widely  chimied  tlut  excepting  the  ravages  sufferei!  fi-om 
epidemics,  tbe  iiborigin;^  race  has  iucreaBcd  in  number  during  the  colonial 
rule.ond  tliiB  assertion  cannot  well  be  disproved  for  want  of  reliftblBdota  con- 
cerning eitlier  the  pests  or  the  original  population. 


740  sociExy. 

Tlascala,  Vera  Cruz,  Yucatan,  Oajaca,  and  Alta  Call 
fornia,  particularly  in  the  last  two.  In  Mexico  inten 
dencia  they  formed  two  thirds  of  the  population. 
The  castes  were  most  numerous  in  Guadalajara,  Pu- 
ebla,  the  north-east  provinces,  and  the  mining  regions, 
and  the  whites  mustered  in  force  along  the  same 
parallels,  where  mining  and  stock-raising  presented 
o[)portunity  for  enrichment,  and  predominated  in 
Nuevo  Leon  and  Sonora.  Indeed  the  sparsely  set- 
tled north  was  occupied  chiefly  by  Spaniards  and  half- 
breeds,  although  they  assisted  to  swell  the  central 
group  of  Guanajuato,  Puebla,  and  Mexico,  which 
greatly  exceeded  the  rest  in  population.'^^ 

Class  distinctions  have  ever  been  jealously  guarded 
in  Spain,  and,  proud  of  his  race  and  country,  the  Span- 
iard in  early  days  especially  looked  upon  the  foreigner 
w^ith  pity  and  contempt.  These  ideas  could  not  fail 
to  become  intensified  in  the  New  World  where  he 
trod  the  soil  as  conqueror  and  master  over  a  dusky 
and  half-naked  race  to  whom  the  possession  of  a  soul 
was  at  first  denied.  Under  such  conditions  it  is  not 
strange  that  even  in  framing  the  most  benevolent  of 
laws  the  preeminence  of  the  superior  people  was  sus- 
tained to  the  disadvantage  of  the  others.  Indeed, 
the  education,  wealth,  and  honors  of  the  country  cen- 
tred almost  exclusively  in  the  whites.  They  held  the 
civil,  military,  and  highest  ecclesiastic  oflices;  they 
filled  the  professions;  they  controlled  all  the  leading 
branches  of  trade  and  manufacture,  and  owned  the 

*•  The  excess  of  females  in  the  large  towns,  as  noticed  by  Humboldt,  ia 
attributable  to  the  influx  of  domestic  servants  and  the  exodus  oi  men  for  mines 
and  traffic.  The  evident  care  with  which  Xavarro  prepared  his  table  on  pop- 
ailation  indicates  an  amount  of  research  that  would  have  given  value  to  com- 
ments and  speculations  on  its  different  items,  but  his  remarks  are  confined  to 
a  few  criticisms  on  Humboldt  and  to  indicating  the  sources  for  the  figures. 
The  treatise  was  prepared  in  181 4  for  the  body  of  national  representatives  and 
publish^d  at  Mexico  in  1820  as  Memoria  sobrt  la  Poblacion  del  Reino  de 
Xiueva  Eiipanay  ISmo,  23  pp.  with  a  table.  It  has  been  reprinted  in  Sec.  Mex, 
Oeofj.f  Boletijif  ii.  75-83.  The  facts  therein  are  greatly  confirmed  by  the 
calculations  made  two  years  before  by  Cancelada  in  his  Ruina  de  la  Nu.cva 
Espaila,  C^diz,  1811,  r2mo,  84  pp.  But  in  this  the  estimate  for  towns  and 
mining  camps  has  fallen  too  low,  being  placed  merely  at  55  and  97  respectively. 
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dishonest.  Frequent  were  the  quarrels  that  resulted, 
leading  often  to  bloodshed,  and  fostering  a  certain  dis- 
loyalty which  became  manifest  during  such  episodes 
as  the-  Cortds-Avila  conspiracy,  the  overthrow  of 
Gelves,  and  the  burning  of  the  palace  in  1692.  The 
whites  indeed  early  divided  themselves  into  two  na- 
tional parties,  the  Creoles,  or  native-born,^*  and  dha- 
petones  or  gachupines,^  nicknames  applied  to  those 
from  Spain. 

Many  viceroys  took  special  care  to  smooth  the 
ruffled  feelings,'^^  but  this  availed  little  against  the 
insolence  of  the  favored  party  and  the  measures  of  a 
distrusting  government,  at  times  blinded,  at  times 
clearly  revealing  a  disposition  to  sow  discord  so  as  to 
strengthen  itself  at  the  expense  of  factions.  This  re- 
fined policy  was  brought  into  play  also  among  Indians, 
and  to  keep  apart  the  dangerous  negroes. ^^  The  party 
spirit  raged  with  actual  bitterness  even  among  the 
religious  orders,  some  provincias  excluding  Creoles, 
others  Europeans,  from  higher  positions,  and  still 
others  alternating  or  quafrelling  when  it  came  to  the 
election  of  prelates. 

While  the  nickname  for  European  Spaniards  could 

**  From  crioUot  nursed,  brought  up,  that  is,  on  the  new  aoiL 

^  According  to  the  learned  professor  Chimalpopocatl  Galicia,  this  word  is 
derived  from  cactli^  Aztec  for  shoe,  and  tzopinia,  to  prick;  as  shown  in  Mo^ 
lituXy  Vocabvlario,  In  combining  wortls  the  Aztecs  would  drop  or  modify  the 
last  syllables,  leaving  c(ictzopinr^e  who  pricks  with  the  shoe,  in  allusion  to 
the  spur.  Oachupin  or  Cachupin  would  be  a  natural  corruption  by  Spaniards. 
This  is  the  general  version  supported  by  Alaman,  Hist.  Mej.^  i.  7,  Gtierra, 
Hist.  Jiev.,  i.  142,  etc.,  and  others;  but  Ramirez,  Hist.  Dur.,  78-9,  is  rather 
inclined  to  attribute  the  word  to  some  corrupted  term  introduced  by  the 
Creoles.  Guerra  traces  chapeton  from  chapi^  a  Haitian  word  signifying  a  man 
from  far  off  lands,  but  it  is  also  likely  to  have  been  taken  from  the  last  two 
syllables  of  gachupin,  with  addition  of  the  common  ending  ton.  Gage,  Tov., 
i.  201,  states  that  it  was  applied  only  to  the  new-comers,  who  soon  fell  under 
the  more  general  head  of  gachupin.  While  the  names  are  of  early  date,  as 
shown  in  Herrera,  dec.  v.,  lib.  iv.,  cap.  xii.  etc.,  and  GarcUaso  de  la  VegOy 
Comcnt.  JiealeSf  L,  cap.  30,  yet  Indians  in  many  parts  called  Spaniards  for  a 
long  time  Christians,  till  instructed  not  to  apply  a  term  indicating  a  religious 
distinction.  Panes,  Virei/eSf  MS.,  81. 

^*  Mancera  commended  a  similar  course  to  his  successors.  Instruc.  Vireyea, 
259. 

^^This  is  revealed  in  the  tenor  of  restrictive  laws;  and  Gage,  ubi  sup., 
alludes  to  the  effect;  but  Robertson,  Hist.  Am.,  ii.  368,  is  rather  carried  away 
by  exaggerated  deductions. 
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though  they  were,  and  that  of  all  grades,  from  hidalgo 
to  artisan,  sailor,  and  even  criminal,  and  drawn  chiefly 
from  Castile,  Estremadura,  and  Andalusia.  In  later 
times  the  in- wanderers  came  principally  from  Vizcaya, 
Catalonia,  Galicia,  and  the  Santander  mountains;  they 
were  young,  of  poor  families,  frugal  and  industrious, 
superior  in  character  even  to  the  average  Spaniard, 
and  vastly  surpassing  in  energy  and  steadiness  the 
spoiled  Creoles.  Business  men  recognized  their  value 
and  employed  them;  they  were  prudent  also,  watched 
for  opportunity,  and  soon  embarked  in  enterprises 
on  their  own  account,  often  marrying  daughters  of 
their  principals.  They  became  owners  of  plantations 
and  mines,  and  the  holders  of  municipal  offices,  form- 
ing a  sort  of  confederacy  with  the  other  Spaniards,  the 
higher  officials  and  judges,  who  numbered  a  propor- 
tion of  men  both  educated  and  of  good  families.  Al- 
though the  mass  of  officials  and  traders  were  inferior 
to  the  prosperous  Creoles  in  requirements  and  man- 
ners, and  therefore  objects  of  contempt^  yet  a  ready 
adaptability  soon  enabled  them  to  make  amends;  and 
since  they  were  as  a  rule  sure  to  advance  in  wealth 
and  position,  the  women  of  the  soil  looked  upon  them 
with  favor,  thus  adding  jealousy  to  the  many  enmities 
entertained  by  Creoles  against  the  new-comers.  Aware 
of  their  superior  advantages,  the  latter  returned  the 
feeling  in  the  form  of  contempt,  which  cut  deeper  than 
overt  acts.  The  Spaniard  soon  became  himself  a  Creole, 
however,  for  he  begat  children  against  whom  the  ex- 
asperated father  might  exclaim,  "You  are  a  Creole 
and  that  accounts  for  it!"^ 

The  influx  of  energetic  men  from  the  mother  coun- 
try could  not  under  such  circumstances  have  heeu 
otherwise  than  desirable,  except  in  the  case  of  officials, 
whose  positions  ought  to  have  been  shared  more  lib- 
erally with  the  children  of  the  soil,  as  a  matter  of 
justice.    Yet  the  government  gave  no  impulse  to  emi- 

"'Eres  criollo  y  basta.*  Alamanj  Hist.  Mej.,  i.  10  et  seq.;  Humboldt, 
JJseai  Pol.,  i.  114,  136,  etc. 


POLIZONES  AND  OTI 

gration,  but  rather  hampere 
one  time  none  might  go  to 
permit  from  the  king  or 
This  relaxed  for  a  while, 
name  w^s  demanded,  so  thai 
Jewish,  Moorish,  Gypsj^,  i 
out.  Such  leaven  would  nol 
to  threaten  eruption  among 
reckless  colonists;  and  so  si 
manded  from  proposed  ad\ 
found  that  the  allurementi 
quently  outweighed  the  fear 
the  applicant  for  passage  m 
his  native  district  to  vouch 
standing.**  The  audiencias 
migrants.  Nevertheless  a 
persons  managed  to  enter, 
acted  against  them,  involv 
years'  service  as  soldiers,  or 
Indies  or  Florida  if  marrie< 
called  polizones,  a  name  ap 
foreigner.  European  was  a 
Spain  with  Spaniard,  for  tl 
eigners  allowed  but  a  small 
They  had  either  to  be  natu 
residence  in  Spain,  or  livi 
license  till  naturalized.*^ 

Special  licenses  were  issu 
time  at  a  port,  and  throuj 
authorized  managed,  to  sli] 
decrees  came  every  now  anc 

•* Recop,  de  Jnd»,  i.  365  etc;  Solorz 
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^Grambila,  TumuUos, MS.,  1 ;  Recop 
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particularly  in  war  times.  Those  who  were  married 
generally  received  permission  to  remain.  They  did. 
not  as  a  rule  enjoy  great  favor,  to  judge  by  decrees  tx> 
protect  them  from  abuse,"  and  it  was  only  in  later 
times,  with  the  spread  of  French  and  English  litera- 
ture, that  the  better  classes  began  to  form  comparisons 
in  favor  of  hitherto  despised  Europeans. 

If  torn  by  discord  the  white  people  in  New  Spain 
at  the  opening  of  the  present  century  were  neverthe- 
less united  in  oppressing  the  lower  orders,  through, 
whom  they  obtained  wealth,  and  to  a  certain  extent 
position,  the  Europeans  being  impelled  to  greater 
recklessness  by  want  of  sympathy  for  a  people  and 
country  strange  to  them,  and  regarded  only  as  a  means 
to  fortune.  Indians,  as  the  most  remote  in  kinship, 
were  oppressed  more  than  others.  We  have  seen 
how  at  first  nearly  all  were  distributed  as  serfs  to 
labor  on  plantations,  in  mines,  on  roads,  and  in  towns; 
how  they  were  often  torn  from  home  and  family,  and 
dragged  to  a  bitter  death;  how  their  complaints  were 
carried  by  kind-hearted  friars  to  the  throne  to  evoke 
reforms — ineffective  though  they  proved  in  only  too 
many  cases — and  how  they  were  gradually  liberated 
from  the  control  of  encomenderos  and  placed  under 
crown  agents,  free  to  sell  their  labor  to  whom  they 
pleased.  Maltreatment  now  became  comparatively 
rare,  but  oppression  hardly  less  cruel  was  practised 
by  greedy  officials,  who  used  their  position  to  extort 

Eroducts  and   labor   in   return   for   useless    articles. 
)uring  their  term  of  five  years,  some  of  these  cor- 
regidores  and  alcaldes  mayores  managed  to  rob  their 

natives  of  other  Spanish  provinces  than  those  of  Castile,  Leon,  Aragon,  Va- 
lencia, Catalufia,  and  Navarre,  were  held  as  such  so  far  as  concerned  the 
Indies.  See  regulations  in  Linage^  Norte,  i.  238  etc.  One  reason  for  official 
objections  to  foreigners  lay  in  the  impulse  they  gave  to  freemasonry,  to  which 
consideration  is  given  in  Farol,  314-28,  and  other  works. 

'*  Gaceta  Mex, ,  1603,  xviii.  557.  In  remote  districts  many  could  not  grasp 
the  fact  that  nations  existed  beyond  the  sea  who  were  not  Spanish,  and  where 
they  did  understand  it  such  peoples  were  classed  as  very  low,  on  the  ground 
that  only  low  strata  in  New  Spain  did  not  know  Spanish,  as  Humboldt  ob- 
serves. 
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were  ordered  to  be  at  home,  out  of  the  street,  by  eight 
o'clock  in  winter  and  nine  in  summer,  and  attendance 
at  church  was  compukory  under  penalty  of  the  lash, 
and  the  prison  * 

The  secularization  of  missions  served  not  to  pro- 
mote their  welfare,  for  it  gave  a  rather  nominal  free- 
dom under  a  negligent  curate,  in  lieu  of  the  guardian 
care  of  a  comparatively  disinterested  and  unselfish  friar 
who  took  a  paternal  delight  in  watching  over  his  flock. 
Mining  labor  still  fell  chiefly  to  their  share,  even  after 
they  became  free  to  dispose  of  themselves;  and  allured 
by  gain  they  freely  submitted  to  the  destructive  meth- 
ods in  vogue.  The  lack  of  beasts  of  burden,  which 
they  were  as  a  rule  too  poor  to  purchase,  forced  them 
to  toil  as  such.  The  prohibition  against  riding  also 
restricted  the  acquisition  of  horses.  They  were  more- 
over forbidden  to  carry  arms  or  to  dress  like  Spaniards. 
These  degrading  and  repressive  measures  were  added 
to  official  tyranny  to  keep  them  poor,  ignorant,  and 
humble;  a  policy  dictated  partly  by  fear  of  their  num- 
ber, partly  by  caste  jealousy;  and  so  they  remained 
the  feet  of  the  social  body. 

Centuries  of  serfdom  and  humiliation  had  not  failed 
to  leave  its  stamp  on  the  Indian's  character,  already 
moulded  under  the  despotic  rule  of  native  emperors. 
Accustomed  to  servitude,  he  yields  with  hypocritical 
servility  and  deceitful  timidity,  and  is  naturally  sus- 
picious, yet  without  harboring  any  deep  malice  or 
cruel  vindictiveness.  The  bloody  features  of  his  an- 
cestral religion  are  by  no  means  an  index  to  a  cruel 
disposition.  It  indicates  rather  a  stolid  indifierence 
to  suffering  and  occurrences;  and  although  the  out- 
ward apathy  is  somewhat  exaggerated,  it  veils  no 
very  sensitive  feelings.     This  is  shown  by  his  taci- 

^G&ge  relates  some  anecdotes  concerning  the  method  of  Indian  officials  in 
hunting  up  negligent  worshippers.  Voy.,  ii.  67-250;  MontemayoTy  tSvmctrioSf 
15-10.  of  course  the  rales  for  Indian  conduct  were  occasionally  relaxed  or 
disregarded,  as  in  the  case  of  other  races,  yet  less  frequently,  since  so  many 
persons  existed,  from  alcalde  and  curate  to  subdelegate  and  intendente,  who 
sought  to  be  officious. 
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turnity,  his  cold  reasoning  devoid  of  mobility  and 
imagination.  His  look  is  gloomy,  and  a  general  air 
of  melancholy  hangs  over  liim ;  his  very  dance  and 
music  lackgayety;  his  song  is  lugubrious;  yet  the 
more  vivacious  woman  can  evoke  a  smile  which  for 
sweetness  belies  the  cust-omary  trait,  and  reveals  a 
deep  vein  of  gentleness  that  favors  the  attribute  of 
patience  under  adversity,  of  fidelity  and  constancy. 
While  rather  chaste  and  frugal,  he  has  not  been  trained 
in  provident  habits,  and  yields  readily  to  the  cup, 
though  not  more  so  than  could  be  expected  from  per- 
sons m  his  condition.  He  shares  in  the  general  indo- 
lence of  his  surroundings;  and  kept  in  ignorance,  he 
yieltfs  readily  to  superstition,  and  incorporates  puerile 
and  ridiculous  fancies  and  practices  in  his  worship,  im- 
pressing the  beholder  with  the  idea  that  he  is  less 
mtelligont  than  Is  really  the  case.  Indeed,  he  is  docile, 
and  grasps  any  lessons  easily  enough,  though  not  im- 
pulsively; but  he  lacks  creative  power;  hisspecchand 
writing  are  rather  bare,  and  his  art  servile  imitation. 
Those  defects  are  due  in  part  to  the  lack  of  opportu- 
tunity  for  development,  and  vary  somewhat  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  country,  where  environment  and 
change  of  condition  have  evolved  characteristics  that 
may  still  be  classed  as  distinctively  tribal." 

On  the  whole  the  Indian  mind  has  not  the  breadth, 
strength,  or  subtilty  of  the  European;  and  this  was 
early  intimated  by  the  Spaniards  in  withholding  from 

•"  Many  writers,  with  the  bejtgarly  icUera  of  the  capiUl  ever  before  them, 
hlive  been  led  to  exaggerate  his  defcctx,  calling  him  cuoniog,  false,  and 
vindictive,  or  piuillaniiiious  and  atrouious,  as  Klancera  writes  in  Doc,  Ini. ' 


i.  445,  while  syFupatliidiig  frjiu-a  extol  inonliiiately  Lib  virtues.  Las  Casas 
awells  im  liis  inf^mity  nnd  goixlnesa;  Zntoftrraga  on  his  chastity,  favored 
indeed  by  stolidity  of  nature;  Motolinia  on  bis  prudence  and  wide  uapa- 


r  for  acquiring  aiiytliinff,  and  herein  Clavigero  agrees  by  declar 
fully  as  able  as  a  S-pantard.  Hnniboldt  invests  bim  with  a  natural  logic, 
with  a  realty  perception;  Mora  mnkes  him  perseverins  and  temperate;  and 
Alamon,  3'urtilla,  and  other?  exhibit  a  uon-conimittal  dcscriptiou  of  traits. 
Many  of  the  contradictory  attributes  may  be  explained  by  the  claim  that  In- 
dian children  are  more  precocious  than  whites,  but  tlie  latter  certainly  attain 
a  higher  degree  of  maturity.  The  Tlascalteca  held  themselves  mtlicr  high 
oil  the  Btrengtli  of  tlic  special  privileges  accorded  (hem  since  the  conqaeat;  a 
love  tor  litigation  augmented  thiir poverty.  Tlie  .nljoining Cholulteii,  with 
few  claims  to  nobility,  were  mote  sober  and  prosperous. 


them  alone  the  term  gente  de  razon,  rational  people, 
as  unfit  to  hold  office  or  to  govern  themselves.  With 
the  growth  of  education  among  tbo  better  class  they 
attained  to  the  superior  designation  of  ladinos,*^  anj 
laws  opened  the  portal  to  civil  and  ecclesiastic  offices, 
and  to  the  orders;  yet  none  but  persons  of  great  influ- 
ence such  as  nobles  managed  to  enter  even  tbe  latter 
precincts.  Certain  few  of  the  cacique  class  obtained 
military  rank,  but  most  of  them  had  to  rest  content 
with  petty  municipal  positions  in  the  villages,  of  which 
they  made  the  most  by  claiming  exemptions,  or  even, 
tribute,  and  joining  tbo  officials  m  oppressing  the  rest. 
A  lai^e  portion  obtained  only  a  nominal  recogrjition 
of  their  rank  as  nobles,  and  merged  otherwise  in  the 
mass  with  little  or  no  distinction  in  dress,  mode  of 
life,  or  attainments,  affecting  poverty  even  when  rich. 
More  conscious  than  the  plebeians  of  the  humility 
heaped  upon  them,  rather  than  be  buffeted  by  the 
arrogant  whites  they  preferred  to  hide  among  their 
own  race,  nursing  there  together  with  the  remem- 
brance of  ancestral  glories  a  slumbering  hatred  or 
tenacious  aversion  for  the  invaders  and  their  insti- 
tutions which  contributed  to  check  advancement." 

The  impression  loft  by  most  writers  on  the  Indian 
question  is  that  of  a  race  ground  into  the  dust  by  op- 
pression, but  their  material  condition  was  after  all 
much  better  than  that  of  the  lowest  classes  in  Europe, 
favored  as  they  were  by  a  beneficent  nature  which 
called  for  little  of  the  exhaustive  toil  falling  to  the 
lot  of  the  laborer  in  civilized  Germany  or  England. 
In  later  colonial  times  the  despotism  of  official  or  em- 
ployer was  rarely  severe  enough  to  evoke  despair  or 
lamentation,  and  indignation  must  be  confined  rather 
to  the  measures  which  restrained  the  liberty  and  ad- 

*'  Anciently  applied  in  Spain  to  a  peraon  who  kn«w  a  foreign  tongue,  and 
DOW  given  to  a  natii'e  who  actjuired  Spanish. 

"Amingoiz,  Hist.  Mei.,  iii.  app.  75,  shona  that  this  feeling  exiata  even 
to-day,  and  that  mnny  an  Indian  is  by  iiis  vjlhigo  people  abamcd  out  of  any 
attcitipt  to  adopt  tlie  habits  of  the  superior  race.  Tbo  learned  Sigiieoza  com- 
ments on  this  feeling  in  1001-2.  Carta  al  Almirarile,  MS.,  40-4.  Soe  also 
Mex.,  ilanijiesto  ai  Itoj,  22,  etc. 
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should  be  housed,  fed,  and  clothed  just  as  well  as  free 
laborers,  and  instructed  in  religion;  tasks  could    not 
be  imposed  when  under  seventeen  or  over  the  seven- 
tieth year,  and  the  aged  and  sick  had  to  be  cared  for. 
Branding  was  stopped  in  1784.*®    The  roll  of  free  ne- 
groes was  swelled  by  means  of  a  law  of  1750  which. 
conferred  liberty  on  all  slaves  who  escaped  from  the 
Dutch  and  English  colonies,  and  adopted  the  Roman 
Catholic  religion;  but  they  as  well  as  the  free  negro 
admixtures  were  subject  to  tribute  like  the  'irratioaal' 
Indians. 

The  disadvantages  under  which  Indians  and  negroes 
labored,  applied  also  in  a  measure  to  mixed  breeds, 
though  less  so  to  the  mestizos. "  Although  the  latter 
were  recognized  as  citizens  and  gente  de  razon  in  not 
being  subject  to  the  damning  tribute,  to  restriction  in 
ordinary  dress  or  of  movement,  or  to  exemption  from 
tithes,  regular  church  fees,  or  the  inquisition,  yet  they 
were  almost  wholly  excluded  from  civil,  military,  and 
ecclesiastical  oflBces,  subject  to  forced  labor  in  cases  of 
crime,^  and  to'  other  disabilities,  from   which  they 
could  become  free  only  by  intermarriage  with  a  supe- 
rior race.    In  early  days  there  was  no  hesitation  about 
a  union  with  the  colored  classes,  owing  to  the  infor- 
mality of  the  first  ties  and  to  the  almost  entire  lack 
of  white  women;  and  since  the  Indian  maidens  were 
only  too  eager  to  wed  conquerors,  the  latter  could 
choose  from  among  the  most  select.    Comparatively 
few  Spanish  women  came  over;^^  and  so  the  mingUng 

and  goods  exported  for  the  purchase  of  neffroes.  Ordenes  de  Corona^  MS.,  vi. 
34.  Jjales  of  slaves  arc  frequently  recorded  in  Oaceta  Mex.,  i.-x.,  and  Diario 
Mex.,  i.  et  seq.  Between  1807  and  1810  we  find  good  servant  girls  of  above 
20  years  sold  as  low  as  100  and  150  pesos.  See  also  Ouerra^  Hut.  Rev,,  i. 
151-5. 

*^BeIc7la,  Becop.y  i.  pt.  iii.  74,  265,  etc.  For  those  in  non-productive 
domestic  service,  a  tax  of  f  2  a  year  had  to  be  paid.  Cedulario^  MS.,  lii.  08-104. 
Further  regulations  are  given  in  Kecop.  de  Ind,^  ii.  360-4,  539,  etc. 

^^  Spaniards  ei) joyed  certain  exemption  wherever  the  dignity  of  the  white 
race  might  be  imi>erilled.  Ordenes  de  Corona,  MS.,  i.  33,  etc. 

^^  Humboldt  shows  that  less  than  ten  per  cent  of  the  European  Spanish 
population  at  Mexico  in  1803  were  females.  In  the  provinces  the  proportion 
uiuat  have  been  still  smaller. 
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sufficient  even  to  counteract  the  irritation  created  by- 
certain  other  restrictive  laws. 

One  result  of  the  efforts  for  maintaining  caste  dis- 
tinction, together  with  the  prevalence  of  indolent  and 
improvident  habits,  was  the  comparative  absence  of 
a  middle  class,  so  essential  to  the  advancement  of  a 
country;  and  society  could  well  be  divided  into  rich 
and  poor,  noble  and  base,  half-cultured  and  illiterate. 
This  is  readily  understood  from  the  concentratioa 
among  the  people  of  the  wealth  and  refinement,  and  a 
mere  glance  at  Mexico  would  confirm  it  with  the  ex- 
treme presented  of  nudity  and  glitter,  grossness  and 
refinement,  profusion  and  squalor.  This  was  here  the 
more  striking  owing  to  the  congregation  of  vagrants, 
beggars,  and  indigent  sick,  allured  from  all  quarters 
by  the  fame  of  the  capital  i'or  wealth,  gorgeous  dis- 
plays, and  liberality. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  century  about  one  fifth  of 
its  inhabitants  consisted  of  these  classes  known  as  za- 
ragates,  gvachinangos,  and  zaramullos,  the  last  being 
also  termed  leperos  and  corresponding  to  the  lazzaroni 
of  Naples;  equally  lazy  and  careless,  but  less  vicious. 
Most  of  them  depended  for  a  livelihood  on  labor,  but 
this  was  limited  to  a  day  or  two  in  the  week,  sufficient 
to  procure  them  a  little  food  and  liquor.  The  sky 
was  their  roof,  and  the  bed  their  square  mantle  or 
blanket,  which  served  also  for  almost  sole  raiment. 
Dress  gave  them  indeed  little  concern,  for  as  they  lay 
basking  in  the  sun  the  day  loi^  the  covering  was 
generally  cast  aside  regardless  of  decency.  Laws  ex- 
isted against  such  classes,  and  a  special  society  had 
•been  formed,  as  we  have  seen,  to  discourage  men- 
dicancy and  almsgiving,  and  provide  for  the  deserv- 
ing." 

"  Thia  Bociety  was  ^ven  control  of  Uie  uylum  for  th«  poor,  with  power  to 
ideal  Bummiu-ily  with  ul  imp4wtor«  snd  idlers.  BdeRa,  Beeop.,  i.  pt.  iii.  203. 
Di£r<' rent  decree*  agaiiiHt  vogaboada  are  also  given  in  Zamora,  BA.  Ltg.  (TU., 
Ti.  1T3-S:  Recop.  dt  Ind.,  a.  35S-C0.  Molei  were  to  b«  Mut  to  tnineb  and 
jilantationa,  females  into  farniliee,  children  to  uylunu. 
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The  other  extreme  waa  presented  by  the  nobility 
of  local  origin;  for  that  of  Spain  found  no  inducement 
to  abandon  the  sunshine  of  the  court  for  a  barbarous 
colony,  save  on  temporary  official  duty.  Cortds  was 
the  first  of  this  titled  nobility,  and  'the  marquis'  long 
remained  a  distinctive  attribute  of  him  alone.  In  time, 
with  the  growing  need  of  funds  by  the  king,  the  re- 
ward bestowed  for  distinguished  military  and  diplo- 
matic services  was  extended  to  those  who  chose  to 
promote  such  service  by  the  gift  of  money.  At  first 
this  was  somewhat  cautiously  bestowed,  and  limited 
to  a  cross  of  Santiago  or  Calatrava;"  but  in  the  eigh- 
teenth century  almost  any  rich  miner  or  trader  might 
secure  the  title  of  marquis  or  count,  or  a  military 
title."  The  ignorance,  vulgarity,  and  want  of  merit 
in  the  holder,  subjected  the  title  to  ridicule,  which, 
however,  decreased  as  it  grew  older.  The  creation 
usually  brought  about  an  entail  for  its  maintenance, 
a  reservation  of  estate  frequent  enough  among  the 
old  Creole  families."  The  testamentary  bond  was  not 
much  respected,  however,  for  the  audiencias  had  power 
to  interfere  with  the  property  and  even  to  authorize 
its  sale,"**  and  only  too  frequently  the  heirs  squandered 
their  fortune  within  two  generations. 

The  two  great  causes  affecting  population,  disease 
and  famine,  obtained  in  New  Spain  with  periodic  fre- 
quency and  great  virulence,  owing  to  peculiar  climatic 
conditions  and  national  improvidence.    The  miasmatic 

'^Viceroy  MendoiB  revived  the  native  order  of  tecuhtli,  not  long  after  tha 
conqnett,  in  order  Co  bind  the  Indian  nobles.  Carta,  in  Pacheco  and  Cdrdt- 
fuu,  iL  201-2.     The  order  of  CSrlos  IIL  waa  rather  iimiled  in  distribation. 

**  A  lial  of  these  from  the  conquert  down  to  1792  is  given  in  Fomtca,  I/itl. 
Hat.,  iv.  249-53.  In  Gonmlei  Divila,  Teatro  EcU».,  i.  14,  107  etc.;  Morfi 
NiMaa,  37  eCi;.;  Virrya,  Imtruc.,  serie  i.  pta.  6-6,  18-SO  etc.,  maybe  found 
additional  names,  and  in  a  later  volume  will  figure  a  number  of  them.  The 
ccESUB  of  1790  mantioDB  44  persons  at  Maiieo  with  nobility  titles  and  38  with 
knighthood.  Qaa.  Mex,,  ~  " 


by  those  ol  conquerors  and  officials.     Conde  de  Regia  founded  seveisl ;  two 

untitled  Bona  were  consoled  with  (700,000  each.  Alamim,  Hist.  Mi-j.,  i.  17. 

^  Providenciat  KeaUg,  MS.,  25-6,  1S2-3;  Coi.  dt  Diturio*,  MS.,  424. 
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coast  lines  formed  an  actual  fever  belt  which  could 
not  fail  to  have  a  certain  effect  even  beyond  its  limits. 
Still,  the  plateau,  which  contained  the  mass  of  the 
people,  enjoyed  as  fine  a  climate  as  could  be  desired; 
and  as  the  Indians  with  their  frugal  and  more  natural 
habits  were  a  rather  healthy  race,  ordinary  maladies 
and  slighter  ills  did  not  greatly  affect  them,  such  as 
indigestion  and  accompanying  troubles.  Colds,  acute 
fevers,  pleurisy,  catarrh,  diarrhoea,  and  consumption 
did  of  course  have  their  victims,  particularly  with  the 
increase  of  artificial  habits  among  the  wealthier  classes. 
Spasms  and  intermittent  fevers  were  frequent  on  the 
coast,  bilious  fevers  on  the  western  slopes,"and  measles, 
introduced  shortly  after  the  conquest,  committed  at 
times  extensive  ravages.*^  Leprosy,  known  as  San 
Ldzaro's  evil,  existed,  and  had  its  special  hospitals, 
the  use  of  pork  and  chile  being  reckoned  among  in- 
fluencing causes,  and  also  uncleanUness  and  venereal 
diseases,  although  the  latter  were  not  very  severe.®^ 

The  great  scourges  were  matlazahuatl,  small-pox, 
yellow-fever,  and  famine,  of  which  the  first  two  made 
seemingly  periodic  visitations  with  desolating  effects, 
and  almost  exclusively  among  Indians,  especially  the 
matlazahuatl.  Of  this  little  is  known  save  that  it  bore 
a  resemblance  to  yellow  fever  in  its  vomit  symptoms, 
and  raged  with  equal  vehemence  on  the  highland, 
both  before  and  after  the  advent  of  the  Spaniards. 
The  most  severe  years  were  1545  and  1576,  when  from 
800,000  to  2,000,000  persons  perished,  according  to 
Torquemada.  The  years  1736-7  and  1761-2  were 
long  remembered   for  their  inflictions.^     Small-pox 

w  Degenerating  into  adynamic  form.  HunibolcU,  EsscU  Pol,,  ii.  757.  Cer- 
tain marshes  near  Acapulco  gave  rise  to  cholera  morbus.  A  common  affliction 
was  a  sort  of  frenzy  followed  by  alternate  cold  and  heat,  with  fits  of  laugh- 
ter, weeping,  and  convulsions.  St  Anthony's  fire  was  not  uncommon,  and 
apoplectic  attacks,  called  insuUoa,  EktaUa,  xxvi.  299-300.  At  one  time  ap- 
peared a  disease  called  bola,  which  infected  through  the  breath;  and  num- 
bered among  its  victims  the  great  philanthropist,  Conde  de  Valenciana. 

^As  Alegre  relates,  Hist,  Comp,  Jesus,  lii.  233-4,  and  Qu\jo,  Diario,  i 
428-9. 

^^  *Quizd  por  la  benignidad  del  clima. '  EstaUa,  xxvi.  288,  299.  Concerning 
it)B  oriffin  see  Native  Races,  ii.  594. 

^^  As  referred  to  in  this  and  the  preceding  volume. 


epidemics;  for  while  it  may  not  kill  so  rapidly,  the 
asthenic  effect  on  population  is  even  more  injurious. 
In  New  Spain  the  causes  for  it  existed  in  a  fine  sky 
and  fertile  soil,  which  fostered  both  indolence  and 
improvidence;  in  a  more  than  usual  lack  of  means  for 
communication  by  which  to  open  markets  for  sur- 
plus produco;  and  in  the  simple  tastes  of  the  masses, 
with  little  or  no  inducement  to  extend  the  range  of 
agriculture.  It  need  not  excite  astonishment,  there- 
fore, when  we  leam  that  in  1784  alone  three  hundred 
thousand  peraons  are  supposed  to  have  perished  from 
hunger  and  its  attendant  train. 

The  practice  of  medicine  was  neither  extensive  nor 
well  advanced,  and  the  empiric  and  superstitious 
method  of  'wise  people'  and  quacks  had  free  sway; 
notably  the  Indian  medicine-men,  whose  art  was  not 
disdained  even  by  the  superior  class,  despite  the  efforts 
of  Spanish  physicians  to  restrict  it."  A  protom^dico 
was  early  sent  over  from  Spain  with  power  to  super- 
vise" other  members  of  the  profession,  and  apothe- 
caries to  test  their  drugs,  and  to  communicate  discov- 
eries to  and  from  the  mother  country,  and  later  to 
examine  candidates  and  grant  certificates  to  practise. 
In  1621  a  chair  of  surgery  and  anatomy  was  estab- 
lished at  the  university  of  Mexico,  and  twenty-five 
years  later  the  protom^dico  office  was  combined  with 
the  professorship,  forming  the  head  of  a  medical 
board  with  wide  jurisdiction,  including  later  the  func- 
tions of  a  board  of  health.  A  protom^dico-general 
came  over  at  times  to  carry  out  reforms,  such  as  to 
exact  a  more  thorough  hospital  course  for  surgeons, 
and   a   more   thorough    training    for    apothecaries." 

**  The  bttaimneDtB  of  the  native  doctora  will  be  found  described  in  Nalivt 
Sacta,  it  698  et  aeq.,  tbis  sehea. 

"  Soe  HUl.  Mfi:.,  ii.  251.  this  Berios. 

"  ProUmudicalo,  KtndiOTcion,  1-18.  Foqf  conrwd  were  required  eiter 
1784.  BeteHa,  Recop.,  i.  pt,  iii.  126.  Earlier  regnlationa  foi  the  profession 
may  be  found  mRecop.  aelnd.;  Montemayor,  Svmanot,  167-8;  &nd  other  co]. 
lectioiu.  The  CeHBrean  operation  was  well  underatood.  Cedvlario,  MS.,  iiL 
64^.     In  1790  there  were  m  Mexico  51  dootora,  and  221  surgeons  and  barbers^ 
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additions  at  diflFerent  times,  notably  from  the  tax  of 
half  a  real  on  every  Indian  tributiary,  for  whom  the 
institution  was  intended.^*  Furthermore,  several  spe- 
cial and  general  hospitals  were  erected  in  the  capital, 
Cabrera  describing  nine  in  the  middle  of  the  last 
century,  without  counting  private  establishments;^* 
three  were  added  by  the  beginning  of  the  present 
cycle.  Of  these,  three  were  cared  for  by  the  three 
charity  orders  of  San  Juan  de  Dios,  San  Hip<5lito,  and 
the  Bethlehemites,  whose  labors  extended  over  the 
whole  country,  wherever  the  need  for  their  special  aid 
called  them,  and  their  means  permitted  the  founding 
of  hospitals.''*  Mexico  preponderated  greatly,  how- 
ever, in  the  number  both  of  hospitals  and  other 
benevolent  institutions;  to  them  the  indigent  sick  and 
needy  congregated  from  afar,  and  also  the  rich,  who 
here  found  the  best  doctors  and  care.^^ 

Three  of  the  hospitals  were  for  the  insane,  a  Mag- 
dalen asylum  existed  since  the  seventeenth  century,  and 
orphan  asylums  may  be  said  to  date  from  the  time  when 
Cortes  opened  his  palace  to  a  number  of  noble  maidens 
and  the  early  missionaries  began  to  care  for  neglected 
children.  Regular  establishments  to  this  end  soon 
became  numerous  under  royal,  religious,  and  private 
patronage,  with  special  attention  to  foundlings.  The 
consideration  for  these  castaway  waifs  was  singularly 


^'  Tho  history  of  this  tax  is  ^ven  in  Fbnsecoy  Hist,  Hoc.,  vi.  199  et  se^., 
together  with  rules  for  the  hospitals.  The  income  of  the  Royal  Hospital  in 
imS  reached  40,000  pesos.  Zamora,  Bib.  Leg,  UU,,  iii.  529-30. 

'^  One  attended  more  particahirly  to  ecclesiastics;  another  to  venereal  dis 
eases,  a  third  to  leprosy,  a  fourth  to  St.  Anthony's  fire,  and  so  forth.  Cabrera. 
Escudo,  82,  396  et  seq.    The  viceroys  gave  them  special  attention  and  8ug< 
gested  reforms  as  instanced  in  the  JRelacion  of  Mendoza,  in  Pacheco  and  Cdr 
denasy  Col.  Doc.,  vi.  497,  and  the  Instruccion  of  ReviUa  Gigedo,  MS.,  L  33-7 
and  Azanza,  MS.,  67-9;  the  chroniclers  Motolinia,  Menmeta,  Torquemada, 
Vetancurt,  Beaumont,  Villa-Sefkor,  and  others  speak  freely  of  them,  the  latter 
especially  alluding  to  them  in  every  town;  and  in  the  series  of  OcLceia  de 
Mex.y  and  Diario  de  Mex.,  are  constant  reports  of  their  operations. 

'®  For  the  history  of  these  orders  I  refer  the  reader  to  the  epoch  when  they 
were  founded  or  introduced.  The  Bethlehemite  hospital  at  Mexico  was  for 
convalescents;  the  Hip<51ito  for  lunatics. 

^^This  feature,  together  with  the  number  of  ecclesiastics  and  idle  people 
without  family  ties,  explains  the  small  number  of  births  as  compared  with 
deaths,  so  misleading  to  the  careless  student. 


BENEVOLENT  INSTITI 

marked.  The  king  issued  decree 
should  all  be  held  legitimate  befor 
over  enjoy  the  same  exemption  fr 
ments  as  those  of  gentle  birth  on  i 
might  he  of  noble  olood,'*  a  measi 
ble  to  the  heart  of  the  prince,  bi 
bearing  on  morality.  Prominent 
lent  institutions  of  the  capital  wa 
poor  opened  in  1774,ahugeestabl 
ing  school  for  the  useful  arts,  wit 
rctormatory,  refuge,  and  lying-ir 
the  Monte  de  Piedad,  or  public  p 
1775  by  Conde  de  R^la  with  a  j 
thousand  pesos." 

It  would  he  difficult  to  find  ai 
endowed  by  benevolence  aa  Me 
tributed  no  doubt  the  congregati 
people,  some  the  possessors  of  see: 
mines,  and  with  comparatively  fe 
ment;  but  the  explanation  lies  ma: 
improvidence,  and  impulsiveness 
closely  allied  to  generosity  and  sj 
not  require  these  evidences  to  inc 
leans  are  kind-hearted.  The  Eon 
also  fosters  a  less  selfish  sentimi 
reasoning  creeds  of  Protestantisn 

Reverence  for  the  dead  was 
among  this  warm-hearted  though 

^'Cedulario,  MS.,  L  66-6;  Mtx.,  Prov.  Dioe 
l»tiniiB  for  the  royal  asylum,  which  in  1803  coni 
in  ifuiJei,  C<m^U.  lU  la  Real  Cam  del  SeOor  S. 
pages;  AUgre,  Hut.  t'omp.  Jesut,  iii.  239. 

>'Its  diSerent  features  ore  folly  explained  in  j 
Diario  Mtx.,  iii.  261-^;  iv.  45-7j  vi  294-6.  It  v 
Qitary  with  rvyal  aid. 

"Under  royal  patronage ;  a  charge  of  three  \ 
StMa,  Remp.,  i.  pt.  iii.  255-6. 

"Among  the  pbilanthropiiti  of  New  Spain 
Valenciana,  and  Kegia,  the  niarquisca  of  San  F 
and  workem  like  Andr^  de  Carhajal,  who  gr 
92,000,000  during  bis  life,  beiidta  foiwding  col 
During  epidemics  the  wealthy  vied  with  a  Dent 
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funerals  were  pornpous;  the  mourning  was  deep  and 
of  long  duration.  Indeed,  the  king  found  it  necessary 
to  interfere  in  more  than  one  decree  with  the  reckless 
extravagance  in  this  respect  that  must  prove  a  serious 
burden  to  many.  The  draping  of  the  church  and 
house  was  limited  to  the  coffin  vault  and  the  widow's 
reception  room;  candles  or  torches  were  reduced  to 
about  a  dozen,  coaches  forbidden  for  the  funeral  pro- 
cession, and  the  funeral  dress  was  prescribed  to  nar- 
row forms.  Mourning  should  be  worn  for  not  more 
than  six  months,  and  only  for  nearer  relatives,  not 
by  servants  of  the  family.**  The  fees  of  the  clergy 
for  the  necessary  masses,  tolling  of  bells,  and  other 
ceremonies,  also  suflFered  a  reduction.^  These  like 
other  regulations  were  either  overruled  or  fell  into 
disuse,  and  had  to  be  repeated  with  diflFerent  modifi- 
cations,^ and  with  indifferent  result.  A  peculiar  feat- 
ure was  the  rejoicing  which  attended  the  funeral  of  a 
child,  with  singing,  drinking,  and  dancing,  in  token  of 
gladness  over  its  incorporation  among  the  angels  while 
yet  uncorrupted.  Cemeteries  beyond  the  limits  of  the 
towns  were  rare  before  the  time  of  Revilla  Gigedo, 
who  urged  their  formation  on  sanitary  grounds,  but 
it  required  special  royal  and  ecclesiastic  orders  to  en- 
force the  measure.** 

It  did  not  require  much  effort  to  sustain  life  in  so 
sunny  a  clime,  where  the  masses  were  content  to  sub- 
food  and  medicine.  An  association  called  the  Junta  de  Garidad  was  latterly 
actiTo  in  relieving  the  poor  by  a  judicious  system  which  had  for  its  aim  to 
discourage  indiscriminate  charity,  and  the  consequent  dismissal  of  the  pest 
of  beggars  infesting  the  capital.  ZHariOf  Mex.,  iv.  368-74.  A  royal  decree 
sought  to  regulate  ^quests  by  recommending  that  preference  should  be  siTen 
to  the  people  or  church  of  the  district  where  the  testator  had  lived  and  ac- 
quired nis  means.  Recop.  de  Ind,,  L  155. 

^^  Even  for  royalty  the  servants  in  a  family  were  not  to  wear  the  mourning 
expected  from  the  master.  Ordenes  de  la  Corrma^  MS.,  iii.  65-7;  BeUAa,  Becqp., 
L  pt.  iii.  221-2;  Gonzalez  Ddvila,  TeatroEcles.,  i.  134. 

^  And  here  papal  ordioances  came  to  support  the  decree.  MoreUi,  Fasti 
I^ovi  Orhis,  348-9. 

^^  CedidariOy  MS.,  iiL  188-92.  For  a  description  of  a  pompons  funeral  I 
refer  the  reader  to  the  opening  chapter  of  this  volume. 

^  As  early  as  1554  burying-grounds  distant  from  churches  were  ordered  to 
be  set  apart  for  the  poor,  to  whom  removal  to  the  temple  might  prove  too 
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This  excess,  in  a  climate  demanding  comparatively 
little  sustenance,  could  hardly  be  said  to  extend  to 
drinking,  although  a  good  deal  of  liquor  was  con- 
sumed, and  although  the  frequent  laws  against  intoxi- 
cation might  lead  to  this  belief.  The  Indians  were 
certainly  addicted  to  the  fermented  liquors  prepared 
from  the  maguey  and  the  sugar-cane,  but  drunkards 
were  not  numerous.**  In  its  pure  state  the  favorite 
pulque,  which  had  to  be  drunk  the  day  after  its  brew- 
ing, was  less  intoxicating  than  grape  wine;  but  the 
desire  to  preserve  it,  and  the  longing  for  something 
stronger,  caused  it  to  be  adulterated  with  different 
preparations,®^  and  against  this  abuse  the  laws  were 
more  especially  directed."  The  higher  classes,  deem- 
ing these  driuKs  unfashionable,  patronized  grape  wine 
from  Spain,  the  introduction  of  which  increased  as 
the  Brunonian  medical  theory  came  in  vogue. 

Dress  in  New  Spain  at  the  beginning  of  the  nine- 
teenth century  served  to  mark  the  classes,  not  alone 
by  its  abundance  and  quality,  but  by  its  distinctive 
features  for  different  professions  and  ranks.  Thus  the 
official,  the  judge,  the  doctor,  the  barber,  could  be 
recognized  by  their  hats,  capes,  collars,  cuffs,  sword, 
and  the  like;  and  so  with  the  humble  classes  and 
Indians,  the  latter  being  restricted  to  their  peculiar 
covering,^  which  must  not  be  adopted  by  even  the 
lower  mixed  breeds.    Nevertheless  the  simple  maxtlij 

consumed  more  meat  per  head  than  Paris,  although  the  large  Indian  popula- 
tion hardly  ever  touched  this  article;  the  bread  consumption  was  slightly  less 
tiian  in  Paris.  His  estimates  show  that  f72  was  expended  on  the  food  and 
clothing  of  a  laborer's  family  in  the  hot  regions,  and  4^0  less  on  the  plateau. 
One  third  of  the  colored  classes  expended  $300  a  year.  Eaaai  Pol,,  i.  110, 
]  98,  etc.  The  last  observation  may  explain  Uie  peculiarity  in  the  preceding 
figures. 

'^  Three  days  in  the  street-cleaning  gang  was  one  of  the  punishments. 

^*  See  Native  Races,  ii.  359,  this  series. 

^  The  wine-shops  were  reduced  iu  number,  their  hours  limited,  a  special 
body  was  formed  to  supervise  the  enforcement  of  liquor  laws — Azanza, 
Instruc,,  MS.,  32-4,  dwelLs  on  this  measure— and  other  steps  were  taken  at 
different  times,  often  dictated  by  excessive  prudence,  and  of  little  value,  ex- 
cept as  regards  the  adulteration. 

^  For  which  I  refer  the  reader  to  the  Native  Razees,  ii.  363  et  seq. 
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or  short  cotton  drawers,  with  the  straw  hat,  and 
square  mantle,  were  widely  encroached  upon,  with  a 
disregard  for  decency  that  was  particularly  striking 
and  objectionable  in  the  large  towns,  and  evoked  sev- 
eral decrees  with  the  usuaJ  ineffectiveness.  Revilla 
Gigedo  took  a  more  enei^etic  course  in  compelling 
the  numerous  workmen  in  public  factories  and  depart- 
ments to  adopt  a  better  dress,  consisting  of  shirt,  vest, 
and  ckupa,  a  linen  coat  similar  in  form  to  our  dress 
coat;  also  trousers,  shoes,  and  socks.  Noue  might  join 
in  public  meetings  or  processions  covered  in  mantle 
or  serapc.** 

Those  with  means,  whether  white  or  of  mixed 
blood,  were  naturally  impelled  by  the  common  class 
vanity  to  distinguish  themselves  from  the  poor  by  an 
extravf^ant  display  which  again  provoked  frequent 
repressive  edicts,  as  instanced  already  in  the  time  of 
the  first  audiencias."^  Whatever  effect  these  may 
have  had  for  the  time,  the  pent-up  love  for  finery 
burst  forth  with  strength  renewed  by  its  momen- 
tary check,  and  Gage  describes  how  those  stand- 
ing examples  of  humility,  the  religious  and  curates, 
sallied  forth  in  state  to  reprove  sinners.  He  saw  a 
"Frier  of  the  Cloister  riding  with  his  laokey-boy  by 
his  side,  upon  a  good  geldmg,  with  his  long  habit 
tucked  up  to  his  girdle,  makmg  shew  of  a  fine  silk 
Orange-colour  Stockin  upon  his  legs,  and  a  neat  Cor- 
dovan shoe  upon  his  foot,  with  a  fine  Holland  pair  of 
Drawers,  with  a  lace  three  inches  broad  at  knee." 
He  speaks  of  other  friars  "under  whose  broad  sleeves 
we  could  perceive  their  Doublets  quilted  with  silk, 
and  at  their  wrists  the  Lacea  of  their  Holland  shirts."^ 

The  characteristic  dress  of  the  people  can  be  recog- 
nized in  that  of  the  different  provinces  of  Spain,  as 

''Even  IndiauB  could  adopt  this  Dew  regnUtfon,  fsEaed  in  1799,  although 
It  wa«  not  compulAO^  with  tbem.  Diario.  Mex.,  ti.  262-72;  Zamara,  Bib. 
Leg.  UU.,  iii.  33-4;  RetiiUa  Qigtdo,  Initrue.,  68;  MaitnU.  de  Indiot,  MS., 
pL  xviii.  14;  BdvRa,  Rtcop.,  i  pt.  iii.  HI,  etc. 

"And  aa  spoken  of  by  early  officials  in  Ftorida,  Cot.  Doe.,  120-1;  Tfr- 
luaa-Compana,  Voi/.,  ««rie  ii.  torn.  v.  233-^;  Htrrrra,.  dec  vi.  lib.  Tii.  cap.  tl. 

"jViip  Surety,  57. 
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described  in  the  introduction  to  mj  History  of  Central 
America^  the  shielding  capa  and  mantilla^  for  the  re- 
spective sexes,  being  also  here  the  striking  feature. 
Among  men  prevailed  the  broad-brimmed  hat  with 
low  crown,  shirt  with  wide  collar  loosely  bound  by  a 
bright  necktie,  gaudy  vest,  and  short  jacket,  knee- 
breeches  with  leggings,  or  long  trousers  open  on  the 
outer  side  below  the  knee,  and  provided  with  rows 
of  metal  buttons  and  displaying  the  white  drawers. 
Reaching  only  to  the  hips,  the  trousers,  often  with 
flaps  thrown  back,  allowed  a  glimpse  of  the  many- 
colored  sash  which  bound  the  drawers  and  hung  in  a 
knot  behind  from  under  the  jacket.     Each  of  these 
vestments,  from   hat  to  leggings,  was  braided  and 
embroided  with  silk,  according  to  the  wealth  of  the 
wearer  and  the  skill  and  devotion  of  the  wife  or  mis- 
tress.    It  was  only  too  common  to  invest  all  surplus 
means  on  these  decorations,  and  to  combine  them  with 
superior  fabrics.     When  travelling  a  serape  or  manga 
was  used,  consisting  of  an  oblong  or  square  blanket 
with  a  slit  in  the  center  through  which  the  head  was 
passed.     The  dress  of  women  appeared  less  complex, 
and   included  a  chemise,  with  woollen  or   starched 
muslin  skirt,  and  the  small  rebozo  shawl  which  hung 
from  the  head  over  the  shoulder,  with  one  end  flung 
across  the  bosom  to  the  opposite  shoulder,  and  high 
enough  to  cover  the  lower  half  of  the  face.     Bodices 
and  jackets  more  or  less  gaudy  were  added  according 
to  the  occasion ;  then  there  were  glittering  glass  beads 
for  the  neck,  and  satin  shoes  for  the  bare  feet.     Silk 
and  velvet  were  widely  used,  and  rich  embroidery  and 
braiding  Uke  those  of  the  men,  a  favorite  gala-covering 
being  a  shawl  called  hatas,  so  stiff  with  this  embroi- 
dery as  to  stand  erect.    Variegated  sashes  could  be 
seen  everywhere,  and  bright  colors  prevailed  among 
the  upper  classes;  except  in  the  more  substantial  arti- 

'^  L  39»  et  seq.,  and  aa  ^ven  in  MenonviUe,  Voy.,  L  105,  etc ;  Cfage,  Few.,  L 
202-3;  Eatalla,  xxvL  306;  Pike's  Explor.,  372;  WaUtm,  ii  301;  Meales  Ordenee^ 
iv.  407. 
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cles  of  dress,  which  were  generally  black,  the  Indians 
adhered  to  the  quieter  blue.  Latterly  the  European 
fashions  received  more  attention  among  the  wealthy, 
but  ever  combined  with  an  excessive  parade  of  jewelry 
and  a  frequent  change  of  attire.  Even  the  men  affected 
jewelry,  and  often  sprinkled  their  apparel  and  belong- 
ings with  diamonds.  Particular  pride  was  taken  in  the 
abundant  black  hair,  which  the  women  wore  exceed- 
ingly long,  even  to  the  feet,  often  loose,  but  generally 
in  broad  plaits,  with  floral  and  other  more  elaborate 
adornments  that  formed  as  a  rule  its  sole  coverinj 
even  when  they  went  abroad.  Indian  males  allowed 
their  hair  to  reach  the  shoulder,  and  regarded  its  cur- 
tailment as  a  disgrace. 

While  the  bath  was  general  enough,^  the  women 
cannot  be  accused  of  excessive  tidiness;  a  slovenly 
appearance  too  often  prevailed  among  the  better 
classes  during  the  morning  hours,  and  among  the  rest 
during  the  week  days,  manifesting  itself  especially  in 
uncombed  hair  and  stale  oily  cosmetics,  but  covered 
as  well  as  fostered  by  the  all-shielding  mantilla  or 
shawl.  Another  not  exactly  attractive  feature  was 
the  prevalence  of  smoking  among  the  fair  sex,  even 
in  public  assemblies ;  and  yet  they  sought  to  dissimu- 
late on  this  point,  especially  before  parents,  in  the 
presence  of  whom  it  was  considered  disrespectful  to 
display  the  cigarette. 

Gloss  seemed  to  cover  almost  everything.  A  legal 
whitening  covered  the  aboriginal  admixture  in  the 
veins;  a  title  the  homy  hand  or  stigma  of  tradesman; 
a  showy  dress  or  shielding  mantle  the  negligence 
beneath;  a  few  shallow  acquirements  the  lack  of  edu- 
cation; a  self-deceptive  egotism  the  absence  of  pro- 
fundity; a  lightsome  smile  and  sympathetic  tone  the 
lurking  love  for  such  barbaric  sports  as  bull  and  cock 

*^'La  seqnedad  del  dima  los  hace  tambien  precisoe  con  mucha  frecuencia.' 
ReviUa  Gigedo^  Instruc.,  58.  Owing  to  a  lack  of  change  of  underclothing,  or 
of  drawers  and  shirty  it  was  common  for  the  family  to  resort  to  the  river  or 
lake  at  intervals,  and  while  the  wife  washed  for  the  hosband  and  children 
they  awaited  the  operation  wrapped  in  their  mantles. 
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fighting;  oppressive  social  ceremonies  the  want  of 
more  elevatmg  means  for  intercourse.  After  all,  there 
was  nothing  hahnful  beneath  this  simulation,  nothing 
more  than  that  covered  by  the  politeness  of  society 
which  hides  the  disagreeable  in  order  to  promote  the 
happiness  of  all  concerned.  In  this  case  the  gloss 
covered  crudities  which  a  really  kind  disposition 
served  greatly  to  excuse.  Relaxing  somewhat  from 
the  proud  dignity  of  the  Spanish  ancestor,  the  Creole 
intensified  his  proverbial  courtesy  and  decorum  till 
they  became  tiresome.  In  sprightliness  of  spirit,  volu- 
bility, and  neatness  of  manner  both  he  and  the  mestizo 
resembled  the  French,  whom  they  began  to  copy, 
without  possessing  their  ability  or  mnate  taste. 

While  not  to  be  classed  as  beautiful  the  women  of 
New  Spain  possessed  a  confiding  and  affectionate 
disposition  which  was  most  alluring;  add  to  this  a 
bright  eye,  a  pretty  arm,  and  a  small  foot  indicative 
of  a  fine  figure,  and  they  need  not  complain  of  nature's 
gifts.  Those  of  Puebla  and  Sonora  were  even  famed 
for  beauty.  The  lack  of  education  extended  among 
all  classes,  and  even  the  smattering  of  music,  drawing, 
and  cognate  arts  was  denied  domestic  life  until  of 
late.  The  cultivation  of  the  passions  was  paramount; 
and  thus  taught  they  abandoned  themselves  to  frivoli- 
ties, to  dress  and  blandishments;  but,  while  guarded 
by  formalities  similar  to  those  which  protected  their 
sisters  in  Spain,  these  forms,  like  the  laws  in  general, 
were  less  strictly  enforced.  Social  and  legal  class  and 
caste  restrictions  in  New  Spain,  as  well  as  certain 
habits,  tended  rather  to  foster  a  lax  feeling  and  con- 
duct, and  where  the  curate,  vowed  to  cdibacy  and 
chastity,  openly  recognized  his  progeny,  the  flock  could 
hardly  be  blamed  for  following  the  example.^ 

The  young  people  knew  little  or  nothing  of  the 

^  I  have  already  commented  on  the  loose  ideas  in  this  respect  prevalent  in 
Spain.  Hist,  Cent.  Am.,  i.  54,  etc.,  this  series.  Regulations  existed  for  re- 
stricting illicit  love,  for  the  compulsory  reunion  of  absent  husbands  with  their 
wives,  and  simikr  measures.  Becop.  de  Ind.,  ii.  355,  380,  etc.  But  what 
avi^iled  these  against  tacit  pennission  and  fostering  causes?  Mora,  Hist,  Hev,, 
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chinaware  as  to  ostentation.  The  native  pottery 
was  hardly  deemed  sufficiently  good  for  the  banquet- 
table. 

The  dwelling-houses  on  the  plateau  were  usually 
of  adobes,  or  sun-dried  bricks,  with  a  flat  cement  roof, 
containing  one  large  room,  sala^  the  general  reception 
and  living  apartment,  a  bedroom,  and  a  kitchen. 
The  sala  had  seldom  more  than  one  paneless  window, 
as  a  rule  not  toward  the  street,  and  this  was  gen- 
erally closed  with  a  shutter,  so  that  light  came 
from  the  door,  which  opened  direct  upon  the  street.^^ 
While  the  walls  shone  with  lustrous  whiteness,  the 
ceiling  disclosed  the  bare  beams,  and  the  floor .  con- 
sisted either  of  cement  or  bricks.  At  one  end  of  the 
sala  extended  a  rough  carpet,  bordered  along  the 
walls  with  low  cushioned  benches,  elsewhere  a  few 
chairs.  In  some  of  the  comers  stood  small  gilded 
tables  supporting  candlesticks  and  porcelain  figures, 
and  the  walls  were  relieved  with  a  few  gaudy  pic- 
tures or  images  of  saints,  the  madonna  figure  with 
its  burning  light  in  front  being  accorded  the  place  of 
honor. 

Dwellings  among  the  lower  classes  descended  the 
scale  until  they  reached  the  common  standard  in  the 
hot  region  of  a  cane  hut  thatched  with  palm  leaves 
and  provided  with  a  portico,  but  without  windows, 
for  the  wide  chinks  between  the  canes  of  the  wall  ad- 
mitted both  light  and  air.  Its  one  room  served  for 
the  whole  family,  with  pigs  and  poultry,  and  it  was 
but  occasionally  that  a  partition  appeared  in  one 
corner.  The  bed  consisted  of  a  rush  or  palm-leaf  mat, 
sometimes  raised  on  a  framework  of  canes,  on  which 
the  women  would  sit  cross-legged  during  the  leisuie 
moments  of  the  day.  This  and  the  earthenware,  with 
the  stone  for  grinding  maize,  and  the  saint  images, 
comprised  the  furniture,  for  even  a  bench  was  deemed 

108  Even  the  rarer  two-story  buildings  had  f«w  windows  in  the  upper 
story,  the  door  opening  on  the  balcony  serving  chiefly  to  admit  light.  Where 
appropriate  timber  alx>unded,  shingles  and  other  wood  work  entered  more 
freely  into  the  construction. 
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unnecessary.'**  Yet  in  the  poorest  households  hospi- 
tality was  extended  to  any  one  with  a  profusion  and 
good-will  that  seemed  religious  in  its  universality. 

The  light-hearted  disposition  of  the  people  was  best 
manifested  at  their  numerous  and  spirited  festivities, 
connected  principally  with  the  church,  but  multiplied 
by  holidays  in  honor  of  birthdays  and  other  incidents 
pertaining  to  the  royal  family;  on  the  occasion  of  good 
news,  and  on  the  birthday  of  the  viceroy  there  was 
likewise  rejoicing.^  Nearly  all  these  were  celebrated 
with  processions,  bell-ringing,  bull-fights,  balls,  fire- 
works, and  general  merriment.  On  royal  birthdays 
the  ceremonies  began  with  solemn  mass,  attended  by 
the  official  bodies,  and  were  followed  by  a  public  re- 
ception at  the  viceregal  palace,  where  the  hand  of  the 
ruler  was  kissed  by  the  different  bodies,  in  prescribed 
order  of  precedence.  Meanwhile  artillery  salvos  re- 
sounded, and  in  the  afternoon  a  promenade  in  coaches 
and  on  horseback  was  made  by  the  leading  personages 
in  the  alameda  of  Mexico. '** 

This  afternoon  promenade  was  for  that  matter  a 
daily  feature,  which  gave  the  best  opportunity  for 
displays  of  toilets  and  wealth.  Hundreds  of  the 
heavy  springless  coaches  of  the  time,'*"  covered  and 
embellished  with  profuse  designs,  then  rolled  slowly 

'**BTen  rich  IndiaDs  seldom  node  bo  effort  to  riM  »bove  the  poor  neigh- 
bor in  comforta.  Altaic,  Oiexta  Lit.,  it.  S0;  EelaUa,  xitvi.  307;  WanV$  Mfx., 
ii.  170-8Oi  Pike'$  Exptar.,  373,  While  benchei  or  chair*  were  provided  in 
the  churches  for  certua  cl(i««ei  of  men,  the  women  had  to  iil  humbly  on  the 
fiosr,  with  or  without  mats. 

'Tot  the  tribimalB  the  boUdnya  extended  over  eaater,  the  week  preced- 
it,  and  Chriatnma,  ash- Wednesday,  and  two  carnival  daya  prece<liug,  and 
over  30  other  days,  chieSy  o(  sainta.  Ordenta  de  Corona,  1747-GO,  MS., 
i.  42-3.  In  Oum,  Diaria,  i.,  cosBim,  and  Roblet,  IHario,  ar«  indicated  a 
number  of  caaual  festivals.  Rcala  Ordejiti.  iv.  375-S. 

"■  Aa  prescribed  in  Ordena  de  Corona,  MS.,  v.  113-10. 

""  Cnrtaina  were  at  one  time  used  instead  of  doors.  Latterly  English  ve- 
hicles came  into  voane.  Eatatla  alludea  to  the  frequent  sight  of  inconipleto 
livery,  a  half ■ookeif  coachman  with  one  boot,  and  bo  forth.  More  tlian  once 
coaches  had  been  forbidden  in  connection  with  other  snmptuary  rcstrictiune, 
but  this  served  only  aa  a  momentary  check,  and  in  17S5  the  capital  had  037 
with  an  averase  of  4  or  5  servants  attending.  Viliarroel,  Evferm.  Pub.,  103. 
Gage  claims  that  in  hia  time,  1625,  there  were  abont  2,000,  Koy.,  L  213,  but 
this  ia  a  mere  gneso. 
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down  the  avenue,  drawn  by  two  or  four  horses  or 
mules,  and  attended  by  servants  in  conspicuous  livery, 
generally  negro  slaves,  some  walking,  some  seated. 
Within  sat  the  ladies  in  rich  evening  dress,  without 
veil  or  head-covering,  and  glittering  with  jewels,  ex- 
changing glances  or  greetings  with  those  passing  them. 
Litters  could  be  seen  on  the  sides;  and  high  above 
the  throng,  between  the  two  lines  of  carriages,  were 
prancing  steeds  whose  riders  were  seated  in  saddles 
stamped,  gilded,  or  even  embossed  in  massive  gold  or 
silver,  and  forming  one  piece  with  the  leather  or  fur 
covering  that  extended  over  the  hind-quarters  of  the 
horse.  The  covering  was  embellished  like  the  saddle, 
and  fringed  with  dangling  pieces  of  precious  or  com- 
mon metal  which  jingled  at  every  step.  The  bridle 
was  also  heavily  ornamented,  and  the  rider  still  more 
adorned,  in  broad-brimmed  hat  edged  with  gold  or 
silver  lace,  his  fur-trimmed  and  embroidered  jacket, 
breeches  with  silver  buttons,  stamped  leather  leggings, 
immense  silver  spurs,  and  inlaid  whip,  the  whole  rep- 
resenting  quite  a  fortune,  and  forming  a  picturesque 
feature,  heightened  by  a  display  of  the  fine  horseman- 
ship for  which  the  people  are  well  known,  especially 
in  the  northern  provinces.  A  humbler  imitation  of 
this  guise  is  still  common  in  the  country.  Women 
ride  chiefly  on  the  right  side  of  the  animal,  sometimes 
astride,  or  seated  before  the  cavalier. 

Church  festivals  were  exceedingly  gorgeous  at  the 
capital  and  attracted  people  from  afar,  stands  being 
frequently  erected  for  spectators  on  such  occasions, 
while  windows  were  rented  at  prices  measured  both 
by  the  length  of  the  procession  and  the  sacredness  of 
the  relics  wherewith  the  clergy  impressed  the  eye 
and  stirred  the  emotion.  The  privilege  to  partici- 
pate and  to  carry  some  banner  was  much  sought,  and 
involved  no  little  expense  for  costume  and  other  ac- 
cessories.***   The  sacred  portion  of  the  programme 

^^Carrying  the  banner  on  August  13th,  the  anniversary  of  the  capture  of 
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Calderon,  it  must  be  confessed  that  the  efforts  made 
in  behalf  of  the  stage  by  their  American  children 
were  meagre  indeed.  Comedies  had  been  presented 
at  the  palace  of  Mex^ico,  and  sacred  pieces  at  the  con- 
vents, as  early  as  the  first  decade  after  the  conquest, 
and  a  theatre  appears  to  have  been  erected  in  the  sev- 
enteenth century,"^  but  at  the  close  of  the  following 
only  one  worthy  of  the  term  existed,  in  the  Coliseo, 
supplied  by  mediocre  actors  from  Spain."*  Never- 
theless, encouragement  for  a  better  personnel  was 
not  wanting,  for  favorites  frequently  received  liberal 
presents  from  the  impressed  audience,  which  show- 
ered gold  and  silver  on  the  stage,  and  even  pieces  of 
jewelry."^ 

Although  the  performance  began  somewhat  earlier 
than  with  us,  yet  it  lasted  at  times  till  midnight,  owing 
partly  to  extended  entr'actes  for  exchanging  visits  in 
the  boxes,  and  indulging  in  chat,  confectionery,  and 
smoking,  the  vivacious  ladies  delighting  in  such  by- 
play as  casting  cigarette  stumps  at  the  public."*  The 
custom  of  bestowing  presents  on  performers  extended 
also  to  private  reunions,  where  any  one  excelling  in  a 
song  or  dance  was  obliged  to  accept  the  contributions 
of  admirers  known  as  la  gala}^'^ 

The  social  party,  tertulia,  lasting  from  about  half 
past  six  till  half  past  nine  in  the  evening,  was  a  merry 
affair  with  its  exuberant  fun  and  its  comparative  free- 
dom. With  volubility  of  tongue  conversation  flowed 
fast,  and  a  trifle  suflSced  to  provoke  merriment.    Par- 

*^*Cavo  certainly  mentions  that  the  'nuevo  coliseo' was  burned  in  1722, 
Tres  8Jglo8,  ii.  122,  implying  the  existence  of  an  earlier  bnildiDg. 

1"  vera  Cruz  opened  one  in  1791,  and  other  towns  were  aspiring  toward  the 
same  end;  even  M^rida  possessed  a  theatre  in  1806,  although  a  fire  soon 
destroyed  it.  Anconaj  Hist.  Yuc.y  iii.  246. 

^**One  actress  thus  lured  3,000  pesos  in  gold  by  a  recitation.  EstaUct,  xxvi. 
284.  The  supervision  of  drama  and  order  devolved  on  a  regidor.  Boxes  were 
frequently  rented  by  the  year.  VUlarrod,  Enferm,  PdU.y  92-5.  The  person- 
nel and  salaries  at  Mexico  were  quite  numerous  and  high,  as  shown  by  a  table 
of  1806,  in  Diario  Mex.,  ii.  306-7.  Reviews  of  performauces  may  be  read  in 
Vega,  DiscursOy  1-16;  Gaceias  Mex.,  iii.  69-72,  83,  xv.  116  etc. 

^^^Marionettes  and  masks  and  disguises  were  forbidden  in  1731  and  1749 
owing  to  scandalous  proceedings.  Buefia,  Becop,,  i.  129,  225. 

"'Hence  Uevarse  la  gala  was  a  term  for  'carrying  off  the  prize.* 
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settlements.  The  conqueror  disappeared  with  the 
fading  mirage  of  newer,  richer  lands  which  had  urged 
him  onward  till  repeated  disappointment  shattered  his 
hopes.  He  yielded  to  the  change  of  circumstances 
calling  to  settled  life  and  development  of  resources 
so  far  discovered,  and  t6  rearing  a  varied  progeny. 
Military  operations  against  Indians  dwindled  to  a 
cordon  of  outposts,  assisted  by  a  temporizing  and 
even  humiliating  policy  savoring  little  of  the  spirit 
which  impelled  a  handful  to  overthrow  an  empire 
and  disclose  a  southern  sea.  But  it  promoted  peace- 
ful enjoyment,  with  farming  and  stock-raising  in  the 
secure  provinces  of  the  south  and  centre,  while  in  the 
exposed  regions  of  the  north  the  mines  proved  the 
main  incentive  to  face  isolation  and  danger.  The 
latter  branch  ever  received  special  attention  with 
its  prospect  of  immediate  returns,  but  commerce  and 
other  industries  as  a  rule  lacked  the  beneficent  im- 
pulses springing  from  improved  communication,  wider 
range  of  markets,  and  fostering  care. 

As  for  the  Indians,  while  ever  subjected  to  the 
whims  of  greedy  oflScials  who  were  protected  in  their 
disregard  for  laws  by  interested  colonists,  their  lot, 
since  the  inauguration  of  viceregal  rule,  could  not  at 
any  period  have  been  worse  than  under  the  exactions 
of  Aztec  tyrants  and  their  unscrupulous  tax  collectors 
and  garrisons;  and  it  certainly  became  better  with  the 
progress  of  centuries.  Add  to  this  the  absence  of  wars 
which  in  aboriginal  times  kept  the  country  in  turmoil 
and  under  constant  drain ;  add  the  new  beneficent  arts 
and  industries  bestowed  by  Caucasian  civilization  and 
the  products  brought  by  trans-oceanic  trade;  add  the 
gentle  religion  which  replaced  bloody  rites,  and  finally 
the  eflfort  toward  a  higher  and  more  general  education 
which  for  a  time  placed  the  country  on  a  level  with 
many  a  European  state,  and  the  natives  may  indeed 
congratulate  themselves  on  the  change.  In  vain  do 
we  look  for  similar  results  among  Anglo-Saxon  colo- 
nizers. 
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Like  tbe  subject  of  industries,  infonnfttloa  regarding  society  is  meagre. 
It  ia  chiefly  based  on  scraps  gathered  daring  the  researches  called  for  by  tha 
general  history,  and  woven  with  the  threads  of  oliservatioD  rsaulting  there- 
from, yet  on  several  points  the  iofanQation  bos  been  more  massed  or  more 
fully  considered.  Thus,  in  the  different  collections  of  laws,  as  PttQa,  Cedu- 
laric,  Ordena  de  la  Corona,  and  other  MS.  seta,  Recop.  dt  liuL,  Bdefia, 
Rol&naTUi,  Di  Ind,  Ivre,  I  bave  found  decrees  relating  to  dlBerent  features 
of  social  life  and  institutions,  supplemented  in  such  books  as  CaUe,  Mtm.  y 
Nol.,  with  statistical  data.  Clavigero  la  his  dissertations,  Storia,  Mesa.,  iv., 
gives  some  admirable  reflectiouB  on  tbe  origin  of  diseases  and  ancient  oondi 
tion  of  tbe  Indiana.  Humboldt  speaks  at  length  on  epidemica  and  on  popula. 
tion  statistics,  tbe  tatt«r  receiving  some  valuable  commeats  from  Navarro, 
Mtm.  aoi/n  la  Pi^ilacioa.  Pimeatel,  Baia  Indigena,  considers  the  treatment 
to  which  tbe  aborigines  have  been  subjected,  and  shows  a  considemble  study 
of  Ms  theme,  although  it  does  not  cover  the  whole  Held  or  the  whole  period 
in  question.  More  interesting  and  exhaustive  is  the  Hist.  Separlimioiioa, 
by  Saco.  Portilla  takes  up  the  aame  subject  in  EspaHa  en  Mexico,  but  as  a 
defender  of  Spanish  policy,  and  consequently  with  less  freedom  from  bias; 
yet  offering  thereby  some  useful  arguments  for  one  side  of  the  issne.  Tha 
policy  of  the  government  in  this  and  other  social  respects  finds  a  commen- 
tator, rare  for  this  period,  in  Villarroel,  Ei'ffrmedadee  PotUUxu,  who  suggeBts 
some  very  useful  reforms.  The  need  for  these  can  be  readily  nndetstood  by 
the  glimpses  of  chamcter  and  life  to  be  found  in  the  New  Svrveg  of  that  noted 
friar  Thomas  Gage,  who  peeped  behind  the  scenes  and  failed  not  to  relieve  his 
burdened  mind.  Less  committing  sre  the  sketches  given  by  Eatalla,  Pike,  Ex- 
jilor.,  in  the  introductories  of  Alaman,  Hiet,  Mej.,  i.,  and  Mom,  Mfj.  y  ru4 
Rev,,  by  Guerra,  Ilitt.  Rev.,a.nA  others.  More  varied  are  the  facta  presented 
in  ImtruccioTKt  de  Kreyw,  in  the  biogtaphie  sketches  of  Oallo,  Hombrrt, 
IltutTta  and  Dice.  Univ.,  in  the  critical  paragraphs  of  the  learned  Alzate, 
Gaeetai  Lit.,  and  in  the  news  items  and  articles  of  the  Oaceta  de  Mexico 
and  Diario  dt  Mex. 

For  broader  references  on  the  preceding  chapter  the  following  anthoritiea 
may  be  couBulted:  Frovidencia*  Rtalet,  MS.,  7  et  seq. ;  Ctd^dario»,  MS.,  i. 
65-6,  73-4,  82,  109-203,  216;  iii.  12-1,'},  45-9,  64-S,  98-104,  183-213;  iv.  26, 
2t2;  Ordena  de  la  Corona,  MS.,  i.  26-64,  130;  it.  1S9-69,  J81,  190-7;  iii. 
CJ-7,  143;  iv.  1,  10,  29-35,  G7;  v.  55,  110-17,  134-5;  vi.  34;  vU.  2-7;  Pnga, 
Cfdatario,  10-11,  108.  118;  Recop.  dt  Ind.,  i.  22-8,  158,  100,  253;  ii.  140-1, 
J90-1,  195-7,  219-22,  246-9,  289-87,  352-5,  359,  382,  364,  639-41;  iii.  332-4; 
Bdeiia,  Recop.,  i.  77,  182,  202-23,  265;  ii.  188-209;  Montemayor,  Svmariot, 
3,  10,  15-16,24-6,49,114,  136-0,  167-8,228-36;  .Pjo^m  C^rfuios,  MS.,  i.  2-3, 
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